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EXPEDmO>C    OP  OTBO* 

who  had  no  sooner  ascended  the  throne,  than  he  direeled  hlfl 
attention  to  the  commercial  relations  of  the  country.  At  that 
time  the  Venetians  might  he  considered  aBthe  carriers  of  Europe, 
and  in  point  of  nautical  skill,  they  bore  the  pre-eminence  over 
every  other  maritime  power.  By  their  connexion  with  the  eastern 
nad  southern  shores  of  the  Mediterranean,  the  valuable  produce 
uf  Turkey,  and  the  manufucture^  of  India  were  circulated  over  the 
ntire  continent  of  Europe,  and  a  French  or  an  English  ship  no 
oner  showed  itself  in  the  Mediterranean*  than  it  was  attacked 
by  the  armed  vessels  of  the  Venetians,  or  captured  by  the  Moorish 
'^orsairs,  and  the  crew  carried  into  slavery.  The  restricted  com- 
merce of  England,  was  at  that  time  greatly  fettered  by  imposts 
and  duties,  which  had  been  impulitiealty  laid  on  for  the  support 
«»f  the  Priesthood,  the  erection  of  monastic  houses,  and  the  pur- 
base  of  indulgences  from  the  see  of  Rome.  These  were  wisely 
pealed  by  Alfred,  who  pt^rceived  the  injury,  which  the  com- 
lerce  of  the  country  sustained  from  their  exaction^  and  although 
he  clearly  Bav»  the  impossibility  of  competing  with  the  Venetians 
vn  their  own  ^cean,  yet  he  resolved  by  fitting  out  different  expe- 
ditions of  discovery »  to  open  some  new  channels  for  English 
commerce,  and  which  might  act  as  a  counterpoise  to  the  ascen- 
dancy of  the  Venetian  trade.  Amongst  the  chronicles  of  ihosd 
days,  we  find  a  commission  granted  to  one  Simon  Otho,  to  take 
under  his  command  the  "  goode  shippe"  Adelgitha,  and  with 
her  to  sail  across  seas,  to  discover  lands  unknown^  all  '*  for  the 
Glorye  of  God — the  honou  of  his  Kiage»  and  publique  goode  of 
is  Coumrie/'  The  Geography  of  the  northern  countries  of 
lurope  was  then  wholly  problematical ;  the  southern  parts  ot 
Norway  and  Sweden  iter e  indeed  known  to  the  Danes,  but  no 
vessel  had  ever  navigated  to  so  high  a  latitude,  as  to  determine 
Iheir  northern  boundary,  and  it  was  accordingly  surmised  that  a 
passage  to  the  eastward  existed,  which  might  ef^^tablish  a  route 
tO  those  coimtries,  from  which  the  Venetians  drew  their  vakiable 
^mmodities.  Otho  was  therefore  instructed  to  survey  the  coasts 
of  Norway  and  Sweden,  and  tbllowing  the  instructions  furnished 
Sy  a  Danish  pilot,  he  was  led  to  believe  that  a  sea  existed  io 
thc'latitude  of  5^^^  hy  which  the  desired  passage  ccmldbe 
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effected     Otho  accordingly  sailed  into  the  Baltic,  but  being 
wholly  ignorant  of  the  navigation  of  that  dangerous  sea,  in 
rounding  the  southern-most  point  of  Sweden,  his  ship  struck  on 
the  ledge  of  rocks,  now  known  hy  the  name  of  Falsterborn 
Reef,  and  he  and  his  whole  crew  were  in  the  most  imminent 
danger  of  perishing.     By  great  exertion,  however,  the  ship.  wa«» 
got  off,  and  after  undergoing  some  repairs  at  a  small  town  in  the 
Danish  territory,  supposed  to  be  the  present  Elsineur,  he  re- 
entered the  North  Sea,  and  proceeded  along  the  coast  of  Norway 
until  he  reached  the  latitude  of  68''  north.     Here  his  ship  re- 
ceived considerable  da^mage  amongst  the  smalt  rocky  Islands 
which  abound  in  that  quarter ;  and  not  possessing  the  enterpris- 
ing ipirit  of  the  mariners  of  the  present  day,  he  bent  his  course 
homewards,  being  satisfied  that  he  had  penetrated  to  a  higher 
hititude  tfaai^  any  former  navigator,  although  he  could  not  boast 
ot  anybrthdr  advantage,  resulting  from  the  expedition. 

This  maybe  considered  as  the  first  voyage  on  record,  un-i 
iertaken  forthe  express  purpose  of  discovery.  It  was  the  infant 
omnifestaiWK  of  the  futurb  maritime  greatness  of  England,  but 
which  for  rtime  was  prevented  from  extending  and  developing 
itself,  by  he  political  troubles  which  distinguished  the  after 
reigns,  a^  by  the  ignorance  and  imbecility  of  the  reign in(^> 
monarch 

Uatil^is  period^  the  fragile  barks  of  the  Europeans>  had  been 

principtfy  confined  to  the  coasting  trade,  but  the  daring  genius 

of  CoV^hus  saw  at  a  distance  far  beyond  the  ocean's  visiblo 

verge^io  mountains  of  a  distant  land,  although  the  ignorance 

and  fi^rstition  of  the  age  in  which  he  liv^d,  threw  the  most 

dish^ning  obstacles  in  his  way ;  the  priests  laughed  at  his 

ded^ions  and  his  arguments;  the  soidisant  Philosophers  ridi- 

enj/his  analogies  founded  on  the  Laws  of  Nature^  and  he  was 

ggjf  threatened  with  a  prison,  for  presuming  to  entertain  the 

J^^ical  doctrine,  that  beyond  "  the  furthest  ken  of  Sea*'  there 

i^t  exist  a  people,  who  had  never  heard  of  the  name  of  C'hrist, 

^  wha  lived  like  the  beasts,  in  the  gloom  and  darkness  of 

/age  nature.    That  genius,  however  which  will  not  be  dawule^ 

/the  biastw/p  tjrrannjr  of  Priestcraft,  nor  which  quvxlY  uud^i 
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Khe  rack  of  tlie  Inquisition,  impelled  him  to  adventure  his  little 
rbark^  on  the  hitherto  onploughed  Ocean  of  the  Atlantic,  and  no 
ftiohler  ur  grander  objoci  can  th^  History  of  the  human  character 
present,  than  Columbus  gittin^:  at  thcliohu  of  hi.s  vessel,  his  eye 
directed  to  the  wastward,  as  if  it  would  penetrate  into  the  very 
depths  of  an  almost  itlimituble  distance,  and  exclaimino*  in  ail 
the  enUiusia^m  of  a  noble  mind — "  It  must — li  must  be  «o,  for 
God  is  my  ifiiide,^' 

If  however  wt>  look  into  tlic  motives  which,  in  the  majority 
i)f  cases,  swayed  the  mind  of  the  earliest  navigators,  we  shall  find 
'but   liltle  to  admiro   or   to   applaud,  with   the   exception  of  an 
^^oceasiuhal  display  of  high  personal  courage,  which  appeared  to 
^B>rave  all  obstacles,  and  to  look  down  with  disdain  on  common 
^Bdifficulties.     On  such  occasions,  however,  the  prieslhood  inter- 
^^fered  and  pfave  to  mmie  favourite  Saint  the  merit  o'  the  act,  as 
^^  without  hit*  most  special  interposition,  it  would  na  have  been 
^m^ossibte  to  accomplish  the  deed,  and  thus  in  every  ander taking 
'      ^i)f  importance  or  difliculty,  it  became  necessary  byiargeases,  or 
benefactions,  to  enlist  the  priesthood  in  the  cause, as  by  their 
all  |)owerful  iufluenie,  men  could  be  found  at  all  timeto embark 
an  undertaking,  although  distinguished  by  the  gr^est  diffi- 
"culty  and  danger.    This  was  peculiarly  the  case  with  <>Iumbus, 
previously  to  the  midertakin<T  of  his  perilous  voyage  a^oss  the 
Atlantic;  and  it  was  subsequently  exemplified  with  greay  force, 
in  the  expeditions  of  Vaaco  de  Gama.    The  latter  of  the^nier- 
prising  men,  foroseoing  the  dangers  which  awaited  bin^   f,is 
daring  projects,  and  the  effects  which  they  would  uaturallhaTQ 
Itipon  bis  crew,  unseasoned  to  hardships,  and  in  their  iwes 
ireak  and  efieminate,  enlisted  in  bis  cause,  the  two  most  p^r. 
ful  engines^  which  then  ruled  tlK*  human  mind,  lucre  and  reliiii^ 
[and  by  their  concentrated  force,  he  succeeded  in  infusing  cou^ 
Into  the  hearts  of  his  dispirited  mariners  in  the  midst  of  L 
tiost  appalling  dangers,  ami  finally  led  them   to  triumph  o^ 
ifficultie«,  at   which,  but  for  the   seasonable   influence  of  t 
wriest,  they  W4»uld  have  shnmk  abashed     If  fear  and  irresolutir 
tipon  them,  the  priest,  with  the  cmciBx  in  his  band,  vk' 
Mediately  in  their  preseiu  c,  proudly  exclaiming  to  thi^m  tJia 
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they  were  ihe  chosen  agents  of  the  Saints  of  Heaven,  appointed 
la  carry  their  names  and  miracles,  to  the  most  distant  quartera 
iif  iho  world,  and  to  fix  iho  standard  of  the  holy  cross  in  the 
benighted  country  of  the  heathen.  If  the  sailors  at  any  time, 
burning  under  a  tropical  sun,  and  seeing  no  immediate  tormina 
tion  to  the  privations  and  hardships,  which  they  were  undergoing 
began  to  murmur,  and  to  hazard  an  opinion,  that  if  they  really 
were,  as  was  alleged  by  the  priest,  in  the  service  of  the  Saints^ 
li  w^ould  become  them  to  pay  a  little  more  attention  tothesati 
fiiction  of  their  wants*  and  necessities ;  then  their  wily  comraande 
very  opportunely  stepped  in,  and  inflamed  their  imagination,] 
with  the  prospect  of  the  inexhaustible  riches  that  awaited  them 
of  the  high  and  dignified  station,  which  they  would  occupy  o; 
llieir  return  to  their  native  land,  laden  with  the  wealth  of  dis 
laot  countries,  and  thereby  be  enabled  to  spend  the  remainder 
of  their  lives  in  affluence  and  luvury,  tmder  the  shades  of  their 
^^ft    native  olive  groves,  and  vineyards.  ^ 

^^fc*  History  records  three  instances  in  the  first  voyage  of  ColumbUjS 
^^^Flitien,  had  it  not  been  for  some  pious  frauds,  practised  on  th<4 
aiiloTS  by  the  priests,  the  helm  would  have  been  seized  by  the 
despairing  crew,  and  the  ship  made  to  retrace  its  course  to  Spain 
Thus  It  appears  that  although  superstition  has  been,  and  in  some^ 
degree  is  stilly  one  of  the  greatest  enemies  of  the  human  race,  yet 
that  it  was  by  the  active  power  of  superstition,  that  Columbus 
succeeded  in  becoming  the  discoverer  of  the  western  continent. 
If  SiuperstUion  had  not  impressed  the  belief  on  the  minds  of  his 
dissatisfied  and  rebellious  crew,  that  the  priests  on  board  had 
frequent  visitations  from  their  patron  saints^  urging  them  to  pursue 
their  course,  and  promising  them  ultimate  success;  if  Las  Casas 
hmA  not  politically  stepped  forward,  with  the  relation  of  a  miracu* 
IcMig  vision,  in  which  appeared  to  him  St.  Augustine,  who  exposed 
to  him  the  view  of  the  country,  to  which  they  were  fast  approach- 
ing',  ibe  rivers  of  which  flowed  over  beds  of  gold,  and  the 
mountains  of  which  were  studded  with  precious  stones,  Colum* 
bun  would  have  been  cast  into  the  hold  of  his  ship,  and  carriei 
back  to  Spain  in  irons,  as  a  visionary  and  a  traitor  I 

Sf^iD  indeed  considered  the  new  world  as  Uea«uteAt\»vt&^| 
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which  she  was  lawfully  and  exclusively  the  tuistress.     A  ba#' 
of  the  Roman  church,  granted  by  Pope  Adrian  VI.,  gave  what 
was  then   esteemed   as  a  *^acred  recognition  of  these  exclusiTO 
rig^hts,  and  the  governineiii  of  Spam  determined,  that  none  but 
Spaniards  should  trade  with»  or  land  upon  the  American  conli* 
nent,  and  islands.     Such  folly  must  now  appear  unaccountable  J 
but  it  is  an   historical  fact,  that   the  Spaniards  at  first  fancied, 
that  thoy  could  keep  their  discoveries  in  the  West  Indies  a  secret 
from  the  rest  of  the  world,  and  prevent  the  ships  of  other  nations 
from  findino;  their  w^ay  thither.     Not  all   the   power  of  Spain 
however,  comparatively  g-reat  as  it  then  was,  nor  all  the  horrid 
cruelty  practised  in  support  of  her  extravagant  pretensions,  could^ 
deter   the    enterprising  mariners  of   England,     from    attempt* 
ing    to  share  in  the  greatly  exaggerated  wealth  of  the   new 
world.     The  spirit  of  discovery,  roused  by  the  successful  enter- 
prises of  Columbus,  and  Vasco  de  Gamui  spread  through  all  the* 
^ft  maritime  states  of  Europe,  and  as  early  as  15'Z6,  being  only  34* 
^B  years  from  the  discovery  of  America,  one  Thomas  Tyson,  was 
H  sent  by  some  Engli*ih  merchants  to  the  West  Indies,  and  from 
this  expedition  arose  that  formidable  body  of  men,  styled  the 
K  Buccaneerfi,  who  setting  at  defiance  the  authority  of  the  church 
^  of  Rome,  and  the  consequent  sovereignty  of  the  Spaniards  in  the 
West  Indies,  became  the  champions  of  the  maritime  states  of 
Europe,  and  ultimately  led  to  the  expulsion  of  the  Spaniards 
from  a  great  portion  of  their  newly  acquired  territory. 

It  is  therefore  at  once  apparent,  that  the  love  of  science,  or 
solution  of  any  geographical  problem,  by  which  the  art  of  nav 
lion  could  be  improved,  had  little  or  no  share  in  the  expeditioi 
which  the  early  navigators  embarked.  A  voyage,  like  that  of  Ca] 
Cook,  for  the  mere  purpose  of  observing  the  astronomical  pheno- 
menon of  the  transit  of  Venus  over  the  sun,  would  in  these  early 
Mages  have  been  met  with  ridicule  anil  contempt;  it  would  have 
^uppeared  as  a  project  from  which  no  especial  benefit  waste  be 
^Pd thrived,  and  not  a  shilling  would  have  been  advanced,  by  any  of  the 
maritime  powers  of  Europe,  in  support  of  an  undertaking  so  appa- 
rently useless  and  preposterous;  for  a  conquest  of  territory^  which 
to  be  accompanied  by  an  accumulation  of  riches,  was  the  prodo- 
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T*^^tiant  principle,  which  actuated  the  early  navigators,  in  their  at- 
^^  tnpts  to  penetrate  beyond  those  laiitudes,  to  which  their  commer- 
^^^*\\  enterprises  had  been  hitherto  confined .    By  the  maritime  skill 
<^tiheVenetians,who  were  the  sovereigns  of  the  Mediterranean,  the 
bt^autiful  and  splendid  productions  of  India,  natural  and  artificial, 
were  brought  from  the  shores  of  Eg'ypt  and  the  adjacent  coasts,  and 
fiiund  a  ready  and  highly  lucrative  market  in  the  European  states. 
It  was  in  vain  for  the  Portuguese  to  attempt  to  compete  with  the 
Venetians,  and  therefore  it  was  resolved  to  seek  a  new  and  per- 
liap^  a  less  circuitous  and  hazardous  route,  by  which  an  immediate 
communication  might  be  obtained  with  India,  and  thereby  become 
not  only  the  rivals  of  the  Venetians,  but  their  participators  in  all 
the  lucrative  advantages  of  the  Indian  commerce.     For  this  pur- 
pose, two  ships  were  fitted  out  by  the  I^ortuguese,  at  the  expense 
hf  private  individuals ;  but  the  command  was  entrusted  to  men, 
fitted  neither  by  nautical  skill  nor  mental  energy  for  so  important    ■ 
an  enterprise,  and  who  preferred  theirown  immediate  aggrand- 
izement, to  the  prosecution  of  the  object  in  which  they  were 
engaged^   The  ships  reached  tite  Azores  in  safety,  and  the  Sover- 
Cii^aiy  of  an  Island,  rich  in  all  the  productions  of  nature,  appeared 
in  the  eyes  of  the  commanders,  to  be  a  far  more  preferable  siluti- 
lion  than  sailing  in  quest  of  an  unknown  country,  which  only  ex- 
isted perhajisintheferlile  bruins  of  the  projectors  of  ibee^icpedition, 
atid  thereby  continually  exposing  themselves  to  all  the  perils  at 
tendant  on  the  navigation  of  an  ocean,  of  the  Geography  of  which 
ihey  were  utterly  ignorant.  The  ships  were  dismantled,  and  the 
projectors  of  the  expedition  came  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  ves- 
KjieU  had  either  foundered  at  sea,  or  that  they  had  fallen  into  the 
KDOwer  of  some  of  thosie  savage  tribes,  which  were  known  to  in- 
habit  the  western  coasts  of  Africa.  I 

This  disastrous  circumstance  tended  for  a  time  to  diminish  the 
_#rd(Hir  of   the  Portuguese,  in  the  proBecution   of  their  nautical 
^kater prises,  until  a  man  of  a  commanding  genius,  on  a  sudden    j 
Bftppeared  amongst  them,  and  who  surmounting  all  the  obstacles,   ■ 
which  J4!alousy  and  private  interests  threw  in  his  way,  sailed  in  ■ 
discovery  of  the  route,  by  which  the  treasures  of  India  were  tn  ■ 
flow  to  his  native  counirv.     The  success  wht<A\  allexvi^ A \ ^m ^B 
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de  Gmma  in  this  expeditioa.  nmlf  be  con^idend  as  thefoiiiiidatioii 
of  the  higii  laok.  which  the  Portu^oese  onee  held  unoDgtC  the 
maritime  and  commercial  nations  of  Europe.  The  track  rond  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  was  discoTered  in  1496,  and  thefla^  of  Ports- 
gal  was  planted  on  the  shores  of  India.    These  extfaoidinaij  &' 
coTeries  of  the  Portngusse.  and  the  flourishing  commeice  wU 
thev  had  established  in  the  Indian  seas.  en«TOSBed  for  a  long  tiM»; 
the  spirit  and  jealousy  of  the  other  maritime  powers  of  EBn| 
and  particolarij  stimulated  the  English  nation   to  obtain  a  ptf^ 
ticipation  in  the  apparentlv  inexhaustible  foontain  of  wwM^ 
which  flowed  to  the  Portuguese  from  their  Indian  posssrtqM. 
The  Portuguese  at  that  time  were  in  regard  to  the  Indian  tnik, 
what  the  English  now  are :  they  had  firmly  established  thM^ 
feelTes  in  their  new  dependencies:  they  considered  theoMlftf'i 
as  being  the  d  iscoTerers  of  the  route  round  the  Cape  of  Good  IIop#/ 
to  possess  an  exclusive  and  sorereign  right  to  all  the  benctitftit 
privileges  of  the   commerce,    belonofing  to  all  the   coonlrN' 
within  a  given  latitude,  as  had  been  previously  the  case  with  tb   * 
Spaniards.     A  bull  of  the  pope,  a  most  powerful  instrameBtii 
those  days,  and  which  was,  doubtless,  purchased  by  someportioB 
of  the  wealth  acquired  in  their  commercial  enterprises,  inreitol 
liio  Portusfucse  with  the  sovereignty  of  their  new  possesricM  ^ 
and  tli^^re  was  not  a  maritime  power  in  Europe,  then  stnng 
or  bolfi  enough,  to  dispute  their  dominion,  or  to  wrest  it  fan* 
them  by  the  usual  mode  of  warfare. 

It  is  curious  to  observe  how  intimately  connected  the  principal 
discoveries  are  to  each  other;  although  apparently  dissimilar  in 
their  olyect ;  the  majority  of  them  springing  from  the  rival  spirit 
of  commerce,  and    finally  leading  to  the  annexation  of  some  rf 
the  richest  portions  of  the  globe,  to  the  European  governmBOli.' 
The  flourishing  state   of  the  Venetian  commerce    led  to  Ml 
diAccvery  by  the  Portuguese,  of  the  route  round  tlie  ^|||||H| 
(iiiful  Hope,  and  the  latter  discovery  first  suggested  to 
liMi.  th(-  idea  of  attempting  to  reach  China  and  Ind 
least  one  half  of  the  distance,  and  this  was  to  be  adhi 
sailing  round  the  north  coast  of  America,  into  the  gieat.f 
Qfid  »i  confident  were  the  English  navigators  of  the 
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a  fiassAg-e,  llml  it  was  only  thought  requisite,  to  rquip 
a  fihi|)»  in  every  re§pect  able  to  weather  the  fitorms  and  tlangers 
i>f  the  fiorlfi#rii  latiludeB,  in  order  to  wrest  from  the  Portu{^uej"c* 
the  ftovereip'iily  of  the  Indian  Coromeroe,  The  spirit  of  the 
EiigUsh  merchants  was  arouaed,  they  had  long  lookf^d  upon  the 
commercial  i^reatnei^s  of  Portugul  d^i^*i^lg  from  her  Indian  possess. 
iiiiw,  wjlb  an  eye  of  the  bitterest  jealousy,  and  therefore  with 
llie  ulmo^  zeal  and  ahicrity>  they  kU  into  any  scheme,  however 
%^  "  '  ^  preposteronM  itrarghtbe  in  iu*  general  outline,  however 
1^*  !     ii  might  be  m  its  execution,  and  improbable  in  its  final 

ticeompli^hmeot. 

Tbf»  greater  part  of  North  America  was  as  yet  undiscovered, 
but  the   existence   of  the   Pacific  had  been  estabUshed  V»3'  the 
darlog^    spirit  of  Balboa,  who   with  a   chosen   band    of  hardy 
adTeDiurers  bad  croased  the  Isthmus  of  Darien,  and  the  English 
navigators  thence   drew  tlie  concluBion,  tliat  the  Atlantic  and 
the  Pacific  cumramiicatod  with  each  other,  at  somci  point  to  the 
norlhwvird^  consequently  the  only  problem  to  be  solved,  was, 
at  whai  degree  of  latitude,  that  communication  was  to  be  found. 
In  the  discovery  of  the  Pacific,  the  English  saw  a  most  important 
point  wa«  gained,  in  the  aceomplishment  of  their  grand  object-, 
«rhidi  by  the  discovery  of  the  north  west  passage,  was  to  strike 
an  irrecoverable  blow,  at  the  Indian  commerce  of  the  Porttiguese 
*Tbe  foimtain«  of  wealth   were  about  to  be  opened,   and  many 
plans  were  !iu^pe8led,   one  after  the  other  of  which  was  rolin- 
quifthed,  to  make  way  for  a  successor  equally  absurd,  and  which 
^n  rcfipect  to  a  successful  issuet  was  at  open  variance  with  all 
"pnihubility.     It  mu«t  however  l>e  admitted,  in  exculpation  of 
ouf  early  navigators,  tlial  they  had  difficulties  to  contend  against, 
stud  obastacles  to  surmount,  which  foretold  a  positive  failure,  and 
vvrbidi  in  them.H^lves  were  sufficient  to  discourage,  and  daunt  the 
Imost  enterprising  spiritt  for  they  could  not  be  overcome  by 
nautical  skill, nor  the  most  determined  courage  and  perseverance. 
A   Tory  small   portion  of  America  was  as  yet  known,  ana  it 
wa<i  not  until  the  reign  of  Henry  VII*,  that  Newfoundland  wai* 
iiiscovered,  then   considered  tei  be   the  mt><?t  northern   port   of 
Anwfrica.  thereby  proving  thi^t  nJl  the  expeditions  wUVeu  \\i^a 
I  c 
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been  fitted  cmt,  from  the  time  of  Alfred  to  that  period,  liad  beeft, 
as  far  as  the  north  west  passage  was  concerned,  fruitlessly  era^ 
ployed,  for  so  ignorant  were  the  navigators  at  tWt  lime,  of  th* 
true  geographica.  position  of  America,  or  of  its  tittennofst  north- 
ern latitude,  that  it  was  in  the  attempt  to  discover  a  nnrth  west 
passage,  that   tlte  Flofidaa    were   discovered,  thereby  showing 
how  far  distant  they  wore  from  the  real  object  of  their  feearcL 
As  however,  the  English  were  the  first  to  undenake  the  perilous 
enterprise,  so  may  it  be  said,  that  if  the  north  west  passage  be 
uUiraately  discovered,  the  honor  will  belong  to  Britain  otdy ;  for 
this  country  appears  from  the  beginning,  to  have  stood   alone  irr 
the  great  and  arduous  undertaking,  whilst  other  mariittne  nations 
have  sluggishly  looked  on,  yielding  lo  Britain  all  the  dangtf 
and  the  expense,  but  always  ready  to  seize  upon  any  advantage, 
^hich  might  accrue  from  the  discovery.      It  must  however  hi 
confessed,  that  from  the  present  aspect  of  things,  no  very  strong 
temptation  is  held  forth  to  any   maritime  power  to  co-operaie 
in  the  undertaking.     It  is  not  attended  by  any  partic?ular  com- 
mercial advantages,  nor  accession  of  territory,  unless  a  desire  be 
manifested  to  compete  with  Russia,  in  the  empty  sovereignty  ot 
a  few  hundred  miles  of  snow  and  ice ;  it  possesses  no  mines  of 
wealth,  no  allurements  for  emigration,  no  natural  produce  worthy 
of  importation,  in  fine  tl^ere  is  scarcely  any  benefit  or  advantage 
attached  to  it,  either  nationally  or  individually.    Its  object  is  deci- 
dedly  scientific,  and  as  such  it  has  been  pursued  with  a  persever- 
ance and  a  spirit,  Worthy  of  the  enlightened  nation,  by  which  It  has 
been  projected,     Navigation  may  reap  considerable  advantages 
from  it,  but  even  supposing  that  the  passage  were  effected,  it  is 
most  probable  that  a  century  might  elapse,  before  it  could  be 
again  accomplished,  on  account  of  the  unsettled  state  of  the  ieCj 
forming  at  one  time  an  insurmountable  barrier,  and  at  anotber* 
leaving  the  ocean  perfectly  navigable.    In  former  times  however^ 
the  undertaking  wore  a  very  different  aftpect;  its  object  was 
purely  commercial ;  the  variation  of  the  needle  had  not  then 
even   attracted   the  attention  of  nautical    men ;    the    physical 
obstacles  to  the  success  of  the  tmdertaking  were  unknown,  an. 
lis  ujiimate  attainment  scarcely  a  ma  ter  of  doubt;   tior  was  i 
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until  frequent  lailures  had  taken  placei  that  the  suspicioti  began  to 
be  enteriained.  that  the  destruction  of  the  Portuguese  commerce, 
if  it  depended  upon  the  discovery  of  the  passage  from  the  Atlantic 
to  the  Pacific,  was  an  event  not  quite  so  near  at  hand,  as  was 
mginaUy  surmised.     In  the  majority  of  the  failures,  however^ 
\htt  want  of  success  was  not  attributed  to  the  actually  existing 
tliffic'ulties,  but  to  the  deficiency  of  skill  and  courage^  in  the 
iiMlividuals,  who  were  engaged  in  the  expedition.     Thus  every 
Bkuticiil  man,  who  had  ventured  beyond  the  sight  of  land,  con- 
sidered himself  more  competent  than  his  predecessor,  in  whom 
be  pretended  to  discover  a  great  want  of  nautical  skill,  and  an 
ibience  of  all  the  other  qualifications,  which  were  necessary  to 
it  him  far  so  important  an  undertaking.     It  became^  however, 
Ms  own  fate  to  return  -with  the  same  tale^  as  his  predecessor 
<ue  before  him,  and  in  his  turn  to  become  the  subject  of 
ridicule  and  disgrace. 
^■■There  is  not  perhaps  any  country,  that  would  have  derived 
^Qfctter  advantages  from  the  discovery  of  the  north  w^est  passage, 
than  Russia;  but  her  ambition  is  not  to  render  her  name  great 
md  glorious  in  the  annals  of  fame,    by  the    promotion  of  tfa^ 
interests  of  science,  or  the  addition  of  a  single  iota  to  the  stock 
erf  human   knowledge.     Her    ambition  has  indeed  led  her   to 
€«tahli&h  her  settlements,  on  the  north-eastern  coast  of  America, 
hn  did  it  ever  prompt  her  to  co-operate  with  Britain  in  the 
«>)ti(ioii  of  the  great  geographical  problem,  by  fitting  out  an 
npedition  from  one  of  her  Kamschatka  ports,  and  by  penetrat- 
Jay  op  Behringg Straits,  attempt  to  meet  the  English  navigators' 
and  even,  if  the  flag  of  the  two  nations  did  not   actually  salute 
mch  ether  in  a  part  of  the  globe,  where  no  flag  was  ever  unfurled 
Woret  still  the  question  might  have  been  set  at  rest,  in  whnl 
particular  latitude,  the  impenetrable  barrier^  if  any  such  existi 
i«  to  be  found,  and  the  discovery  of  the  north  west  passage  be 
relinquished  for  ever  afterwards,  as  hopeless  and  unattainable. 
In  the  meantime  the  strong  interest,  with  which  the  discovery 
of  the  north  west  passage  was  regarded  in  England,  had  excited 
the  alarm  of  the  Portuguese,  who  clearly  foresaw,  that  if  the 
fauftge  could  be  discovered,  tho  most  lucrblive  and  vaVmbV^ 
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Hrancb  of  their  commerce,  vould  bediverted  into  ti  not  her  ehatt* 
nel,  and  into  one»  which  of  all  others  they  tlte  most  feared,  an 
from  the  energy,  perseveranec,  talent,  naulicul  skill,  and  com- 
parative opulence  of  the  English,  they  would  have  to  contend 
with  rivaU  of  so  formidable  a  character,  that  the  result  searcelj 
remained  a  matter  of  speculation  or  doubt.  In  this  dilemma, 
the  Portu^ue^e  had  recourse  tu  diplomacy  and  intrigue,  and  the 
triple  crowned  bigot  of  the  Vatican  was  applied  to,  to  see  that 
the  bull,  which  he  had  issued,  granting  the  sovereignty  of  the 
Indiao  commerce  to  the  Portuguese,  should  be  religiously 
attended  to  by  all  true  catholiesj  uuder  the  threat  of  excommu^ 
nication,  and  the  ban  of  the  Holy  Mother  Church  against  all, 
and  every  one,  who  by  any  open  or  secret  undertaking,  or  en- 
terprise, should  attempt  to  despoil  the  Portuguese  of  those 
exclusive  privileges,  which  the  legitimate  successor  of  St.  Peter 
had  granted  to  them. 

Ill  those  days,  the  ban  of  the  Holy  Mother  Church,  was  not 
looked  upon  as  so  great  a  tom-foolery,  as  many  are  inclined  to 
regard  it  at  the  present  period,  and  considerinfir  the  degrading 
thraldom,  in  which  the  European  states  were  then  held  by  thd 
papal  Kee,  it  might  naturally  have  been  expected,  that  the  most 
implicit  pbedience  would  have  been  paid  to  the  mandate  of  hi« 
holiness;  but  the  love  of  lucre,  conquered  over  the  threat  of  ex- 
commtmicatiou,  and  the  ban  of  the  church  kicked  the  beam»  when 
put  into  the  opposite  scale  with  the  golden  treasures  of  India,  A 
ship  was  privately  fitted  out  in  the  port  of  Falmouth,  avowedly  for 
prosecuting  some  commercial  undertaking  in  the  newly  dis^^ 
covered  country  of  America,  but  the  real  aim  was  to  discover  if 
any  communication  existed  between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific. 
The  command  of  the  vessel,  was  entrusted  lo  a  person  of  the 
}^\me  of  Manson,  who  had  distinguished  himself  as  the  captain  ■ 
of  a  Venetian  trader  in  the  Mediterranean*  and  from  whose 
iikill  and  intrepidity,  the  most  fevourable  results  were  to  be 
expected. 

In  those  days,  a  priest  was  as  inseparable  a  part  of  the  lading 
of  a  feliip.  as  au  anchor  or  a  calde ;  but  Munsnn  cither  from  a 
secret  conviction  that  a  priest^  under  the  peculiar  circumstcinif^ 
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jo  which  he  was  theo  placed,  acting  as  he  was  in  defiance  of 
gD  express  mandate,  issued  by  the  head  of  the  chureb  might 
instead  of  being  an  advantage,  turn  out  to  be  a  decid«^  incum- 
brauce,  and  ultimately  prove  the  instrument  of  durfaating  the 
object  of  the  expedition,  from  the  well  known  inflnftnoe,  which 
"the  holy  father''  always  exercised  over  the  crew  of  a  ship, 
forebore  to  enlist  one  in  his  train,  and  it  will  soon  appear  that 
what  he  considered  an  act  of  caution  and  of  prudence,  proved 
lie  cause  of  his  ruin  and  discomfiture. 

The  ship  had  not  sailed  many  days  from  her  port/  whmt  Ae 
encountered  a  violent  storm  in  the  chops  of  the  channel,  which 
greatly  disabled  her,  but  Manson  determined  to  keep  the  sea, 
encouraged  by  the  prospect  of  the  golden  harvest,  which 
awaited  him  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic.  Unfortunately 
however  for  him,  and  the  enterprising  projectors  of  the  ex- 
pedition, the  crew  being  all  rigid  catholics,  were  deeply 
immersed  in  superstition  and  bigotry  ^  they  saw  in  the  storm 
wUch  raged  around  them,  a  manifest  declaration  of  the  dis- 
pleasure of  the  Almighty ;  in  every  crack  of  the  masts,  they 
thought  they  heard  the  voice  of  the  holy  &ther  of  the  church, 
denouncing  the  terrors  of  his  unappeasable  vengeance  on  their 
recreant  heads,  on  account  of  their  disobedience  to  his  mandate; 
DO  priest  was  on  board,  to  quell  the  tumult  and  agitation  of  their 
alarmed  souls;  to  hear  from  their  trembling  lips,  the  confession 
of  their  heinous  transgression,  and  to  give  them  absolution  from 
its  consequences ;  even  the  very  absence  of  "  a  holy  father,"  was 
to  them  an  all  convincing  proof,  that  they  were  doomed  to 
destruction,  for  had  only  one  been  on  board,  for  his  sake  only. 
Would  the  ship  be  spared  from  visiting  the  bottom  of  the  ocean. 

In  this  excess  of  their  fear,  for  the  destruction  which  impended 
over  them  in  this  world  and  the  horrors  of  the  purgatory  which 
Awaited  them  in  the  next,  they  n^de  a  vow,  that  should  their 
lives  be  spared,  they  would  force  their  captain  to  navigate  tlie 
vessel  to  the  first  port  which  they  could  make  in  Italy ;  from 
^vhich  they  would  go  bare-footed  to  Rome,  and  there  subject 
themselves,  to  whatever  penance  might  be  imposed  upon  t^ 
*br  the  terrible  sins  which  thev  had   cornniiUod.     The 
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ceased,  whkh  was  attributed  to  the  vow  which  they  had  taken, 

and  ihc^y  began  to  make  immediate   preparation  for  the  rigid 

performance  of  it.     Manson  true  to  his  trust,  expostulated  with 

his  crew,  on  the  folly  of  their  proceedinga;  he  held  before  them 

a  dazzling  picture  of  the  wealth,  which  awaited  them  on  the 

ihores  of  America ;  of  the  honor  which  would  be  attached  lo 

their  name,  in  having  been  the  first,  who  sailed  from  the  Atlantic 

into  the  Facific;  he   spoke  in  the  most  eloquent  terms,   of  the 

transcendent  beauty  of  the  An;ierican  women,  who  were  panting 

to  receive  such  gallant  fellows  within  their  arms;  and  then  he 

broke  forth   into    exuberant   praises   of  the  lysciousness  of  the 

American  winQ>  which  was  to  be   handed  to  them  in  golden 

goblets  by  "the  fairest  of  the   fair'' — but  what   were  riches^ 

honor,  fame,  women,  or  wine,  to  the  senseless  bigots?  they  had 

a  vow  registered  in  heaven,  the  saints  above  had   witnessed  it, 

and  no  earthly  power,   therefore,   could  absolve  ihcm   from  the 

performance  of  it.     Manson  saw  that  it  was  in  vain  to  contend 

against  such  a  combination  of  ignorance  and  superstition,  and 

therefore  wisely  appeared  to  fall  into  the  designs  of  his  crew;    ^ 

being  well  acquainted  with  the  cosmography  of  the  Mediterra* 

nean,  be  declared   that  little  doubt  rested  oit  his  mind,  of  hi« 

ability  to  navigate  the   vessel  to  som^e   Italian   port,  where  the 

mummory  of  the  performance  of  their  vow  might  commence. 

Taking  however »  advantage  of  the  total  absence  of  all  geogra-* 

phical   knowledge  on  the  part   of  his  crew,  he    sailed  up  the 

Garonne,  persuading  ihera  that  they  were  in  sight  of  the  Italian 

shores,  apd  on  arriving  at  Bourdeaux,  he  had  the  whole  of  them 

taken  prisoners,  as  a  band  of  mutineers;  but  not  judging  it  safe 

to  remain  in  a  port,  where  as  soon  as  the  real  circumstances  of 

the  case  transpired,  he  might  be  made  to,  change  situations  with 

the  prisoners;  he  collected  the  best  crew  he  could,  and  returned 

safely  to  England,  discomfited,  but  not  wholly  discouraged  from 

undertaking  another  voyage,  at  some  more  auspicious  period. 

Manson  was  a  distant  relation  of  the  celebrated  Jane  Shore, 

by  the  mother's  side,  and  although  she  might  have  lost  all  influ* 

ace  over  Henry  VIL,  as  far  as  regarded  her  personal  attractions. 

It  tmder  no  circumstances  was  it  foimd  difficult  to  obtain  ae- 
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to  that  monarch,  when  the  recommendation  or  any  project 
8  to  be  enforced^    which  had  the  most  remote  tendency  lo 
satisfy  his  niling^  passion  of  avarice.     There  is  not,  certainly*  any 
document  existing*  to  show  that  she.  who  was  at  one  time    the 
**  wittiest  harlot'*  who  shared  the  royal  bed  of  Edward  IV,,  had 
in  any  manner  attempted  to  exercise  her  influence  over  his  mjc- 
cesaor,  in  &vor  of  her  relative;  nor  can  it  be  ascertained  that 
Henry  VII.,  sanctioned  in  any  degree,  the  expedition  of  Manson« 
We  are  therefore  left  to  the  conjecture,  that  the  voyage  was  pro- 
jected, at  the  sole  risk  and  expence  of  private  merchants ;  but  on 
^Hfce  other  hand,  there  is  mention  made  of  one  Thomas  Manson,  *% 
^^kfe^inge  maime,""  who  fuund  ^reat  favor  in  the  eyes  of  Elizabeth, 
^mC^een  consort  of  Henry,  and  therefore  we  may  in  some  de- 
gree be  warranted  in  drawing  the  conclusion,  that  her  interest 
and  power,  although  extremely  limited  over  her  sovereign, might 
have  been  exercised  in  favor  of  Manson,  although  it  could  not  be 
expected,  that  it  would  have  been  called  into  action,  from  any 
disposition  to  befriend  the  discarded  Jane  Shore,  or  any  of  her 

■lUitions,  It  was  however  sufficient  to  submit  to  the  considera- 
©n  of  Henry  VII „  any  project,  the  ultimate  aim  of  which  was 
I  fill  his  coffers,  iii  order  to  ensure  his  royal  patronage  and 
c*o*operation ;  and  viewed  from  this  point,  certainly  no  scheme 
was  more  likely  to  effect  that  end,  than  the  promotion  of  the 
discovery  of  foreign  countries,  which  had  already  given  to  the 
king  of  Spain,  the  character  of  the  richest  monarch  of  the  world. 
It  has  been  considered  by  the  majority  of  writers,  that  Sebas- 
tian Cabot,  the  Venetian,  was  the  first  navigator,  who  projected 
the  discovery  of  the  north  west  passage;  the  fame,  however,  of 
bis  having  been  the  first  projector  of  that  undertaking!  stanils 
on  very  dubious  grounds.  Cabot  arrived  in  England,  and  took 
up  his  residence  at  Bristol,  with  the  strong  recommendation  of 
his  hating  accompanied  Columbus  on  his  first  expedition,  and 
as  far  as  his  own  report  was  to  be  credited,  he  was  one  of  the  moRt 
skilful  manners  of  that  period.  He  clearly  saw  the  many,  and 
almoat  insuperable  obstacle's,  which  stood  in  the  way  of  the 
detection  of  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  any  of  the  reports,  which 
he  mifrhl  make  relative  to  the  voyage  of  Columbus^  aud  t,Vv%\^- 


SEBASTIAN    CABOT, 

T©»  ho  miglit  lauiieli  forth  into  the  most  hyperbolical  account 
of  this  jniracles  wliich  he  had  (not)  seen,  and  of  the  extraordinary 
tnstuDces  of  the  consummate  skill  and  courage,  which  be  had  on 
many  occagions  displayed ;  for  it  was  not  very  probable,  from  ihe 
restricted  intercourse,  which  then  existed  between  the  different 
states  of  Europe,  that,  anyone  should  suddenly  appear  in  Kngland, 
who  could  prove  him  to   be   an   impostor,  and  who  could  show 

|y>at  80  far  from  liis  having  been  the  eompauion  of  Columbus,  he 
tad  never  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  any  of  the  voyages,  which  he 
|o  minutely  and  so  ostentatiously  dcMcribed.  There  is  little 
doubt,  that  Cabot  was  stimulated  by  the  example  of  Columbus, 
and  falling  into  the  society  of  some  Bristol  merchants,  whuBo 
Imagmatian  he  inflamed  with  the  most  glowing  images  of  the 
transatlantic  riches,  the  project  was  laid  before  the  Privy  Coun* 
cil,  and  letters  patent^  dated  the  5th  Mkirch,    were  granted    by 

i|dng  Henry  VJL  to  Sebastian  Cabot,  and  his  three  sons,  Louis. 

^Bebastian.  and  Sancius.  the  condi lions  of  which  ran,  thai  the? 

r  were  to  "  conquer  and  -o  settle  lands  unknown.  The  geogra- 
phical position  of  America  was  then  scarcely  Known,  and  iu 
uttermost  norlhern  latitude,  a  problem  as  yet  unatlorapted  to  be 
aolved;  the  maritime  enterprises  of  the  English  and  the  French, 
had  been  hitherto  ehietly  confined  to  those  latitudes,  which  in- 
cluded iho  Spanish  discoveries,  and  where  it  was  to  be  more  ra- 
tional Iv  expected  that  an  accession  of  territory  could  be  obtained, 
and  those  settlements  established,  which  might  ultimately 
be  taken  under  the  protection  of  the  respective  governments, 
and  thereby  become  the  channels  of  an  extensive  and  lucrative 
commerce. 

The  darinsr  conduct,  however  of  these  adventurers,  excited  the 
animosity  of  the  court  of  Spain,  who  made  a  formal  complaint 
to  the  different  governments  of  Europe,  of  which  the  adventiaren^ 
in  these  expeditions  were  the  natural  subjects;  but  the  genenil 
answer  received  was,  that  the  men  against  whom  they  cncu* 
plained,  acted  entirely  on  their  own  authority  and  responsibilitr, 
and  not  as  the  subjects  of  any  prince,  and  that  the  king  of  Spain 
was  at  liberty  to  proceed  against  them  according  to  his  pleasure. 
Weali^iU  shortly  see  the  spirited  answer,  which  Elizabeth  gave  M> 
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H^TnifTar  remonstraiicc  on  ilip  part  of  Spain,  and  «ntcn'by  openly 

l^eitiog  at  defiance  tli'?  i  Imrth  of  Rome,  ami  its  protended  right  lu 

l^'dispose  of  countries  not  yet  discorered,  infused  a  spirit  of  enter* 

jifiso  into  the  mariners  of  this  country,  which   was  attended 

with  the   most  beneficial  results  to    its  commorce^  and   to  the 

promotion  of  its  marilime  power. 

Cabot  iLrri^ed  in  England  at  a  period  highly  propitious  for 
the  undertaking    which  he  had  in  view ;  the  expedition  under 
r  Manson  had  failed,  hut  without  any  reference  to  the  ffreat  object 
Ffor  which  it  was  undertrtken,  as  an  impediment  had  been  thrown 
in  hi«  way   which  oould  not  he  overcome.     The  English  navig'a- 
tors  however,  reofardod  the  appointment  of  Cabot,  with  great 
jf^aiousy  and  distrust,  and  a  memorial  was  presented  to  Henry  VFl 
praying^  him*  to  bestow  the  command  upon  one  of  his  own  sub- 
ject^; but  the  wily  monarch  answered,  that,  as  the  Bristol  mer* 
LdMutH  had  projected  the  expedition,  he  had  at  their  solicitation 
nnjkiited  his  letters  patent  to  Cabot,  and  therefore  they  could  not 
■thiili  be  revoked. 

m  It  is  by  no  means  unworthy  of  observation,   lliat  althousfh 
f  vabot  was  actually  in  the  service  of  Henry  VI I.,  and  sailinj;^  on 
Pa  voyage  of  di'^covery*  under  letters  palent,   f^ranted  by  that 
moaarcU'i  yet  accnrdini^  to  Ramusio,  he  gave  tho  full  oat  infor- 
mation of  his  proceedings  to  the  pope's  lepUe  in  Spain*  which 
I'lliider  the  then  exist inj^;  circumstances  between  tho  two  coun- 
rlriei*,  not    only  polilicully  but  conimercially,  appears  not  vi.*ry 
favourably  tot  he  character  of  Cabot*     According  to  the  alK>Ve 
mentioned  tiistorian,  Cabot  is  made  to  stiy  to  tho  pope's  legate, 
tlmt  **  understandings  by  reason  of  ihe  sphere,  that  if  he  should 
sail  by  way  of  north  west,  he  should   by  a  «hortcr  track  come 
into  India^   ho  thereupon  caused  the    king  to   be  advertised 
|«if  his  device*,  who  immediately  commanded  two  Caravels,  to 
^he   furnished    with  all    things   appertayning    to    the     voyage, 
which  was  as  farre  as  he  remembered  in  the  year  1496,  in  ibo 
■begtmting  of  summer;  he  began  therefore  to  sail   towards  ihf* 
llorih  west,  not  thinking  to  find  any  other  land  than  that  of 
Kathav,  and  from  thence  to  turn  towards  India,  f*nt  after  certaij^'3 
Bnyt,  ho  found  that  the  land  ran  towards  the  uutlh,  >n\\\cV\  4tA 
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h  to  him  a  ^reat  displeasure.  Nevertheless  say  Tine:  along  (fie  ona  ? 
^Hrto  see  if  he  could  find  any  ^ulf  that  turned,  he  found  the  hirt 
^V«ttll  continued  lo  the  5(llh  degree  under  our  pole.  And  seciri 
^"  that  there  the  coast  turned  to  the  east,  despairing'  to  find  a  pa« 
sage,  he  turned  back  again,  and  sayled  downe  by  iJie  coasl  € 
that  land  towards  the  equinoctiatl  (werewith  inlent  to  God  t|i 
said  passage  to   India,")  and  come  to  that  part  of  this  firm  tau 

t  which  is  now  called  Florida/* 
It  may  be  gathered  from  the  course  which  Cabot  purfiued  ihni 
he  entertained  some  remote  suspicion  as  to  where  the  communi- 
cation of  the  Atlantic  with  the  Pacific  was  to  be  sought  fur, 
huL  technically  considered,  a  north  west  passage  by  the  Arrtic 
Regions,  as  it  is  now  spoken  of,  wa§  far  beyond  the  imaginatinn 
of  any  of  the  chief  navigators  of  those  days  ;  they  were  a»  igno* 
rant  of  the  geographical  position  and  extent  of  the  country 
which  is  now  denominated  North  America,  as  they  were  of  ib# 
passage  round  Cape  Horn,  and  consequently  they  were  conli- 
niially  seeking  for  the  communitation  between  the  two  oceans, 

I  in  those  latitudes  from  which  they  were  certain  to  return  with 
id isappointraent  and  discomfiture. 
Cabot  pursued  his  course  directly  towards  the  north  v,e^i, 
and  the  first  land  which  he  discovered  was  that  of  Newfound* 
land,  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  Prima  Vista  ;  this  took 
place  in  the  year  1496,  and  from  one  particular  circumstance, 
we  are  led  to  infer  that  he  touched  at  the  northernmost  part  of 
that  Island,  which  is  only  separated  from  Labrador,  by  the 
narrow  straits  of  Belleisle.  The  circum^ilance  alluded  lo  is, 
that  he  brought  home  with  him  three  Esquimaux,  answering 
in  every  respect  to  the  Esquimaux  of  the  present  day,  and  who 
had  then  one  of  their  chief  fiettlements  on  the  eastern  coast  of 
Labrador,  which  may  be  calcufatcd  nearly  about  2**  from  the 
northernmost  point  of  Newfoundlaitd.  These  savages,  he  says, 
/  was  clothed  in  beastes  skins,  and  did  eat  raw  fleshy  and  spake 
such  speech,  that  no  man  could  understand  them,  and  in  their 
demeanour  were  like  lo   brute  beasts,  whom  the  king  kept  a 

time  after.* 

U  is  however  evident  that  Cabot  was  grossly  ignorant  of  ll 
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({uarter  where  thie  communication  was  to  be  looked  for,  for  instead 
of  pursuing  his  course  northwards,  and  thereby  attemptmg  to 
ascertain  the  extreme  nortiiernmost  point  of  America,  round 
which  he  might  have  sailed  into  the  Pacific,  he  directed  his 
course  southwards,  and  in  1497,  he  discovered  the  country  now 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Floridas.  The  cunning  Venetian 
also  discovered  that  no  very  great  sources  of  wealth  were  to  be 
found  in  the  inhospitable  clime,  and  dense  fogs  of  Newfoundland ; 
aud  although  it  seemed  not  to  be  a  matter  of  any  great  difficulty 
so  punctually  to  fulfil  one  part  of  his  instmctions,  namely,  ''  to 
conquer"^  his  newly  discovered  territory,  seeing  that  there  were 
very  few  natives  to  dispute  his  right  of  conquest,  yet  on  the 
odier  hand,  he  felt  no  disposition  to  follow  the  other  part  of  his 
instructions,  "  to  settle  lands  unknown ;"  for  he  looked  upon 
bis  newly  discovered  country,  as  almost  upon  the  verge  of  ctca- 
tioD,  and  only  fit  for  the  residence  of  wild  beasts,  and  human 
savages.  The  wigwam  of  the  Esquimaux  presented  a  sorry  con- 
trast with  the  palaces  and  temples  of  the  Mexicans,  glittering 
with  their  burnished  gold,  which  had  so  enraptured  the  eyes  of 
the  crew  of  Columbus,  and  cod  fish  and  seal  skins  were  a  poor 
substitute  for  the  pearls  and  diamonds,  which  glistened  in  the 
habiliments  of  the  Peruvians.  Wealth,  and  not  discoveries,  was 
thechief  aim  of  the  Venetian,  and  having  satisfied  his  cupidity 
by  trafficing  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  he  returned  to  England,  with 
as  little  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  a  communication  between 
the  two  oceans  as  at  his  departure. 

In  regard  to  the  discovery  of  Newfoundland,  as  claimed  by 
Cabot,  it  is  almost  certain  that  the  honour  of  that  discovery  does 
not 'belong  to  him,  for  there  is  little  reason  to  doubt,  that  New- 
foundland had  been  discovered  by  a  Portuguese  navigator,  long 
^fore  the  time  of  Cabot;  and  this  fact  being  authentically 
^tablished,  the  great  fame  awarded  to  Cabot  for  his  northern 
discoveries,  appears  to  have  been  undeservedly  bestowed.  As 
^rly  as  the  year  1468,  being  t$3  years  before  the  expedition  of 
Cabot,  John  VdZ  Costa  Cortereal,  a  gentleman  of  the  royal 
'household  of  Alphonso  V.,  had  by  oider  of  that  monarch,  ex- 
PWd  the  North  Seas,  and  discovered  the  Terra  de  Baccalhao* 
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Of  land  of  codfish*  which  wa«  afterwards  called  Newfoundlaiifi 
The  lucrative  commerce,  wbioh  was  attached  to  the  inezbaactibU 
fisheries  of  the  Newfbnndlaad  banks,  had  attracted  thei  earlj 
notice  of  the  Portuguese,  and  there  is  even  reason  to  aopposa 
that  they  had  established  settlements  there,  at  the  cloae  of  the 
fifteenth  century.  It  cannot  however  be  disputed,  that  a  spirit 
of  enterprise  existed  amongst  the  Portuguese  at  that  time,  which 
was  not  to  be  foimd  in  any  other  European  nation ;  for  in  the 
majority  of  instances  we  find,  that  the  English  navigators  were 
deterred  from  the  prosecution  of  their  discoveries^  bj  circu^n- 
stances  of  so  trivial  and  common  a  nature,  that  the  veriest  lubber 
of  tlie  present  day,  would  not  deem  them  worthy  of  his  notice. 

If  we  compare  the  voyages  of  the-  Portuguese  at  the  close  of 
the  fifteenth  century,  wi  h  those  of  the  English,  even  at  the  olose 
of  the  sixteenth,  how  striking  the  difference  appears,  as  will  be 
evinced  by  the  foUowin^r  enterprise. — In  the  year  1600,  Giaspar, 
the  son  of  the  before  mentioned  John  Cortereal,  sailed  from 
Usbon,  and  taking  a  northerly  course  trom  the  Azores,  dis« 
covered  land  in  60^  north,  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  Terra 
f^erde,  that  is  Greenland. 

According  to  his  own  account,  be  employed  nearly  a  year  in 
this  voyage,  during  which  time,  he  had  discovered  between  west 
and  north-west,  a  continent,  which  had  never  been  visited  by  any 
former  navigator.  He  calculates  that  ho  sailed  coast- wise  above 
800  miles;  but  his  further  progress  was  impeded  by  mountains  of 
ice.  which  so  encumbered  the  sea.  that  his  ship  was  in  danger 
if  being  embedded.  The  continent  alluded  to  by  Cortereal,  is 
3videutly  that  which  is  now  known  by  the  name  of  Labrador, 
and  to  which  the  name  of  Corierealis,  was  given  by  the  early 
geographical  writers. 

In  order  to  substantiate  the  truth  of  our  former  remarks,  relative 
to  the  comparative  courage  and  perseverance,  evinced  by  tlie 
Portuguese  and  English  navigators  in  their  early  voyages;  we 
have  only  to  confront  the  voyages  of  Gaspar  Cortereal,  with  that 
of  John  Davis,  which  was  undertaken  to  the  same  latitude, 
above  a  century  afterwards.  The  former  navigator  spent  nearly 
'^  *^ar  in  the  prosecution  of  his  discoveries,  and  his  progress  was 
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iitthrtit^ly  impeded,  b^  those  physical  objocu  which  ho  could 
nat  overcotne:  Davis  saiU  to  the  same  ialitudes,  and  for  the  same 
purpose  of  discovery  ;  he  saik  in  the  most  beautiful  season  of  the 
yenr,  spends  rathor  more  than  two  months  in  the  prosecution  of 
his  discoveries ;  is  intimidated  by  a  thick  mist  and  adverse  winds, 
und  returns  to  England. 

The  discovery  of  the  north  west  passage,  however  appoarft  to 
have  been  the  favorite  object  of  Gaspar  Cortereal,  and  encouraged 
by  the  discoveries,  which  h^  had  made  on  his  former  expeditiun, 
he  obtained  without  any  difficulty  the  consent  of  AJphonf^o.  to 
utidertakc  another  voyage,  and  he  accordingly  sailed  from  Lisbon 
in  May  1501.  A  violent  storm  overtook  his  sliips  off  the  coast 
of  Crreeoland,  which  obliged  them  to  separate;  one  of  them 
directed  its  course  homewards,  but  that  on  which  Cortereal  was 
on  board,  was  never  more  heard  of. 

On  the  following  year  Michael  Cortereal,  sailed  with  three 
vessels  in  search  of  his  brother ;  two  of  the  three  returned,  but 
tehael  perished,  no  tidings  ever  having  been  received  of  him. 
Notwithstanding  the  encouragement  which  had  been  given  to 
Cabot,  and  his  gasconading  account  of  the  great  discoveries 
which  he  had  accomplished,  accompanied  with  the  display  of 
the  wealth  which  he  had  amassed,  the  spirit  of  discovery  at 
the  commencement  of  the  sixteenth  century  appears  to  have 
languished,  or  which  is  more  probable,  the  feeble  efforts  of 
the  former  navigators  were  not  crowned  with  that  brilliant 
success,  which  was  suiltcient  to  attract  the  attention  either  of  the 
government  of  the  country,  or  of  those  privato  individuals,  whose 
enterprising  spirit  might  have  led  them  to  embark  in  such  spe- 
culative ex|>edition8.  The  first  enterprise  undertaken  solely  by 
Englishmen,  to  discover  the  north  west  pas  ago,  was  suggested 
by  Mr.  Robert  Thorne,  an  opulent  merchant  of  Bristol,  who  hud 
lung  residfid  at  Seville,  and  who  had  imbibed  perhaps  in  Spain 
the  spirit  of  geogrnphical  discovery.  Hakluyt  has  preserved  two 
()aperson  this  8ubjeet,  addressed  by  Robert  Thorne^  one  to  king 
Henry  VIIL,  and  the  otlicr  to  Dr,  Ley,  the  kings  ambassador  to 
t  hirlea  V,  la  the  first,  he  exhorts  king  Henry  *'Hith  very 
weighty  and  ^ab^tantial  reasons  to  set  forth  a  discoverio  cTct\l^ 
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the  North  Pole/'  and  he  continues,  "I  know  it  to  be  my  houiiden 
duty  to  manifest  the  secret  to  your  grace,  which  hitherto,  I  sup- 
pose has  been  hid."  He  represents  ia  the  strongest  terms  the 
great  glory  and  the  vast  riches,  which  the  kings  of  Spain  and 
Portugal  had  acquired  by  their  discoveries  in  the  East  and  West 
Indies,  and  strenuously  recommends  the  king  to  emulate  their 
fame  by  undertaking  discoveries  towards  the  north.  He  states  in 
a  very  masterly  manner  the  high  reputation  that  must  attend  Irhe 
attempt,  and  the  great  benefits,  in  regard  to  the  extension  of  com- 
merce, likely  to  accrue  to  the  subjects  of  this  country,  from  the 
advantageous  situation  of  foreign  lands,  should  the  undertaking 
be  crowned  with  success ;  which,  "  he  quaintly  observes,»»  seems 
to  make  the  exploring  this,  the  only  hitherto  undiscovered  part, 
the  king*s  peculiar  duty." 

Thome  was  fully  aware  that  the  great  danger  attending  the 
expedition,  might  be  urged  as  a  very  cogent  argument  against 
it;  and  therefore  to  meet  that  objection,  he,  although  astronomi- 
cally incorrect,  enlarges  upon  "  the  great  advantages  of  constant 
daylight  in  seas  ;  that  men  say,  without  great  danger,  diflBculty 
and  peril,  yea,  rather,  tliat  it  is  impossible  to  pass;  for  they 
being  past  this  Utile  way  which  they  named  so  dangerous 
which  may  be  two  or  three  leagues  before  they  come  to  the  pole 
and  as  much  more  after  they  pass  the  pole,  it  is  clear  from  thence- 
forth the  seas  and  lands  are  as  temperate  as  in  these  parts.*^ 

It  is  evident,  timt  the  worthy  Bristol  merchant  may  be  classed 
amongst  those  enthusiasts,  who,  in  the  prosecution  of  any  favorite 
project,  turn  away  from  an  examination  of  the  obstacles  and  diflS- 
culties,  which  present  themselves  in  every  quarter  to  frustrate  the 
accomplishment  of  it,  and  in  the  present  instance  Mr.  Thomo 
expectcdthat  the  elements  would,  with  bocoiTjij,^  indulffencc 
relax  in  their  natural  severity,  and  enter  into  an  alliance  with 
him,  by  which  the  success  of  the  undertaking  could  be  insured. 
Thus  in  the  paper  addressed  to  Dr.  Ley,  he  enters  minutely 
into  the  advantages  and  practicability  of  the  undertaking,  all  of 
which  are  very  ably  and  circumstantially  exposed,  leavinif 
mitouched,  however,  the  many  contigencies  by  which  it  was  most 
likely  to  be  defeated.  Amongst  many  other  arguments  to  prove 


theTalu^  of  the  discovery,  he  urg^es  ihat  by  sailing  northward* 
and  jmssing  the  Pole,  the  navigAtion  from  England  to  the  Spice 
Islands  would  he  shorter  by  more  than  two  thousand  leagues,  than 
either  froro  Spain  by  the  Straits  of  Magellan,  (the  navigation  of 
which  however  was  very  little  known,  as  ihey  had  been  only 
discovered  a  few  months  before  Thome  memorialized  the  king,)  or 
Portugal  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  further  ti)  shew  the  like- 
lihood of  success  in  the  enterprise,  he  says,  it  is  as  probable^  that 
thi*  cosmo(2fraphers  should  be  mistaken  in  the  opinion  they  enter- 
lain  of  the  Polar  Regions  being  impassable  from  extreme  cold,  as 
it  has  been  fijund,  they  were,  in  supposing  the  countries  under  the 
linot  to  be  uninhabitable  from  excessive  heat.  With  uU  the  spirit 
of  the  confirmed  enthusiast,  convinced  of  the  glory  to  be  gained, 
and  the  probability  of  success  in  the  undertaking,  he  adds  ;  ''God 
knowethj  that  though  by  it  I  should  have  no  great  interest,  yet  I 
have  bad*  and  still  have  no  little  mind  of  this  business^  so  that 
if  I  had  faculty  to  my  will,  it  should  be  the  6rst  thing  that  I 
would  itoderatand,  even  to  alterapt,  if  our  seas  northward  be 
navigable  to  the  Pole  or  no/' 

The  uxorious  Henry  was  at  first  too  much  occupied  with 
VVoIsey.  women,  and  wine,  to  pay  any  attention  to  tlie  memorial 
of  the  Bristol  merchant ;  at  length,  however  a  voyage  was  deter- 
mined upon,  **  and  two  fair  ships  were  equipped,  well  manned 
and  victualled,  having  in  them  divers  cunning  men  to  seek 
ilinnge  regions,  and  so  they  set  forth  out  of  the  Thames,  the 
SOih  tiny  of  May,  in  the  nineteenth  year  of  his  reign,  which 
Wai  the  year  of  our  Lord  1527/'  All  that  we  know  of  the  result 
of  ibis  voyage,  is,  that  one  of  the  ships  was  cast  away  on  the 
north  of  Newfound land^  and  no  record  remaius  of  what  1 1 oca  me 
of  the  other. 

(d  1536  another  voyage  of  discovery  to  the  north-west  parts 
M|f  America »  was  projected  by  Master  Hore  of  London,  *'a  man 
Hi  goodly  stature  and  of  great  courage,  and  given  to  the  studio 
of  eo«mographie/'  It  is  remarkable  that  of  120  persons  who 
accompanied  him,  tliirty  were  gentlemen  of  the  Inns  of  Court 
aad  Chancery  ;  whence  it  may  be  concluded^  that  the  pursuit  of 
ftcience  and  gratification  of  a  hudable  curiosity  were  v\\e  oVyi^V\ 
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of  this  voyage,  rather  than  mercantile  specwIatiAns*  dh  thU 
subject,  we  may  j3erhaps  be  allowed  to  express  our  «mc^ri?t  wi«;h^ 
that  there  were  a  few  more  Master  Hore*s  in  Londoii^  "  given  (^ 
the  etudie  of  cosraographie,^  and  who  wonld  transport  '*  to  the' 
strange  regions,*^  a  few  hundreds  of  the  present  p^ntlemftn  cvf 
the  Inns  of  Court  and  of  Chancery,  hy  which  act  a  most^ssMttai 
beneGt  would  be  conferred  upon  the  country.  '<<  Iv  f 

This  enterprise  of  Hore  had  a  mogt  calamitous  ferminiitiaiiv 
unworthy  the  disinterested  motives  that  gave  birth  to  it,  «nd  in 
some  respects,  a  severe  reproach  upon  those  engaged  in  it.  On 
their  arrival  in  Newfoundland,  they  suffered  *o  nrmch  fisoaiS 
famine,  that  they  were  driven  to  the  horrible  expedient  ^ 
rannibalism.  While  gathering  roots  in  the  woods  for  thcJr 
subsist cncoj  some  were  treacherously  murdered,  and  devoured  hj 
their  companions.  The  captain  on  hearing  of  the  circuotslaiiM^ 
endeavoured  to  bring  back  the  crew  to  a  sense  of  their  duty/aifd 
to  teach  them  resignation^  by  keeping  alive  their  hopes;  but  the^ 
famine  increased,  and  they  were  driven  to  the  necessity  of  co^liDg 
lots  who  should  perish.  The  same  night,  a  French  ship  arriVf»d' 
on  the  coast,  and  the  English  by  a  stratagem  with  which  we  are 
not  made  acquainted,  contrived  to  make  them^ielves  masters  of 
the  vessel,  and  returned  home.  The  Frenchmen  were  afterwards 
liberally  indemnified  by  Henry  VIH.,  who  pardoned  th«  violenee^ 
to  which  necessity  had  impelled  the  English  adventurers. 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  VI.  1553,  an  expedition  of  three  ships 
nailed  under  the  command  of  Sir  H.  Willoughby,  for  the  por* 
pose  of  making  discoveries  in  the  northern  latitudes.  Two  of 
the  ships  advanced  to  76o  north,  where  they  discovered  th«  group 
of  Islands,  now  known  as  Spilzbergen,  but  which  was  tben 
supposed  to  bo  a  part  of  Greenland  They  prosecuted  their  ■ 
voyage  to  the  eastward,  when  they  were  shut  up  in  the  fce^and 
Sir  H,  Willoughby  and  the  cfew,  consisting  of  sixty  persons, 
perished  miserably  of  cold  and  hunger  on  the  eastern  coast  of 
Russian  Lapland.  The  remaining  vessel  passed  the  north  Cape 
to  the  eastward,  and  got  safely  to  the  Bay  of  St.  Nicholas,  on 
the  Russian  coast,  being  the  first  British  vessel  which  had  on-  _ 
tcred  ihuHe  latitudea,  I 
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Snift  ih!{>fl  and  tlio  dead  bodies  of  those  who  perished,  were  dis- 
covered  tho  following  year  by  some  Russian  fishermen,  and  frotii 
ihe  {»per»  foimd  in  the  adniiraVs  ship,  and  especially  by  the  date 
of  his  will  I  it  appeared  that  the  greater  portion  of  the  crew  of 
Iho  two  ships  were  alive  in  January  1554,  having  entered  the 
fiter  Arsina  on  the  18th  of  the  preceding  September.  The  jour- 
oal  of  Sir  Hugh  Willoughby,  which,  however,  is  extremely 
mtttgre  of  information  relative  to  tho  object  of  his  expedition » 
ecmlaifiB  the  following  brief  account  of  his  distressed  situation. 

*^  Tbtts  remaining  in  this  haven  the  space  of  a  weoke>  seeing 
ihft  yeere  farre  spent,  and  also  very  evilt  wether,  as  frost,  snowe, 
and  hailep  as  though  it  hadbeen  the  deepc  of  winter,  wo  thought 
it  bett  to  winter  thore»  Wherefore  we  sent  out  three  men, 
toatli  Mmth  west,  to  search  if  they  could  find  people,  who  went 
dayes  journey,  but  could  find  none.  After  that  wo  sent 
otlit^r  three  westward,  four  dayes  journey,  which  also  relumed 
whbooi  finding  any  people.  Then  sent  we  three  men  south 
4»slf  three  dayes  journey,  who  in  like  sorte  returncKl  without 
ing  of  people,  or  any  similitude  of  habitation.^' 

Ill  1366,  another  unsuctcsful  attempt  v/slh  made  by  Capt,  S.  Bur- 
htch  was  attended  with  a  great  sacrifice  of  life,  without 
iiio  slighlost  advantage  arising  from  it. 

Inthe  reign  of  Edward  VT,  some  ingenious  and  enterprising 
10011,  began  to  revive  the  dormant  question  of  a  north  west  pas- 
round  America,  to  Cathay,  and  the  East  Indies.  Many 
ob^rvations,  and  not  a  few  questionable,  or  even  fabulous 
relations  were  adduced,  to  countenance  the  opinion  of  tho  possi- 
bilily  of  meh  a  passage,  Martin  Frobisher,  a  mariner  of  great 
experience  and  ability  had  persuaded  himself,  that  the  voyage 
wms  not  only  feasible  but  of  easy  execution  ;  ''  and  as  it  was  the 
only  ihtng  in  the  world  that  was  left  yet  undone,  whereby  a 
lM>labto  mind  might  be  made  famous  and  fortunate;"  he  per- 
sisted for  fifteen  years  in  endeavouring  to  procure  the  equipment 
of  the  escpedition. 

At  longth  in  1676,  by  the  patronage  of  Dudley,  earl  of  War- 
wiek»  fa4  wiis  enabled  to  fit  out  two  small  vessels,  one  of  thirty- 
fife,  mnd  the  other  of  thirty  tons,  and  witlt  this  diminutive  ct^f^ 
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he  had  the  courage  to  attempt  to  explore  the  navigation  of  an 
ocean^  where  he  would  have  to  contond  with  some  of  the  most 
appalUng  dangers,  which  can  befall  the  mariner.  As  our  adven- 
turers passed  Greenwich  in  their  tiny  cockle-boats,  Queeii  £Xi:Ka* 
beth,  who  then  heid  her  court  there*  gave  them  an  encouraging 
farewell,  by  waving  her  band  to  thera  from  the  window.  On 
the  lltli  July*  Frobisber  discovered  land^  which  he  supposed  to 
be  the  Friezeland  of  Zeno  ;  but  the  land,  w  hieh  he  believed  to  be 
an  Island,  was  evidently  the  southern  part  of  Greenland,  He 
was  compelled  by  the  floating  tco  to  direct  his  course  to  the  south- 
west,  till  he  reached  Labrador.  Sailing  to  tlie  northward  alon^ 
this  coast,  be  entered  a  strait  in  latitude  63"  8^,  which  was  after- 
wards named  Lumlcy's  Inlet*  The  Estjuimaux  in  their  boats  or 
kajaks,  were  mistaken  by  our  voyagers,  for  porpoises,  of  some 
kind  of  strange  fish.  With  one  of  these  "strange  infiddelo^^  whose  M 
like  was  never  seen,  read,  or  heard  of  before/'  Frobislief  set  sail  H 
fur  England j  where  he  arrived  on  the  2nd  October,  "highly  com- 
mended of  all  men  for  his  great  and  notable  attempt,  but  spc^ijilly. 
famous  for  the  great  hope  he  brought  of  the  passage  to  Cathaia**' 
One  of  his  seamen  chanced  to  bring  homo  with  him  a  stone,  as  a 
memorial  of  his  voyage  to  those  distant  countries,  but  his  wife, 
throwing  it  into  the  fire,  "  glistened  with  a  bright  marquesset  of 
gold.''  This  accident  was  soon  noised  abroad,  and  the  gold  re- 
liners  of  London,  being  called  upon  to  assay  the  stone,  reported 
that  it  contained  a  considerable  quantity  of  gold.  Thus  the 
hope  of  finding  gold,  again  became  the  incentive  to  distant  Toy- 
ages  and  geographical  researches. 

The  queen  now  openly  favored  the  enterprise,  and  Frobisher 
again  departed  in  May  1577,  with  three  ships,  one  of  which  was 
equipped  by  her  majesty.  These  ships  were  the  Edith,  the  Gabriel, 
and  the  Michael.  The  expedition  consisted  of  I'iO  persons,  thirty 
of  whom  wore  miners,  finers,  and  mereliants ;  they  were  victualled 
for  seven  months. 

Elizabeth  adopted  a  curious  method  of  exploring  now  lands, 

,  and  by  a  very  ingenious  method,  made  criminals  useful  to  the 

state,  as  will  appear  by  the  following  order,  contained  in  "  the 

inslructtons  to  our  loving   friend  Martin  Furbusher,  gent.,  for; 
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firilcrs  to  he  observed  in  the  via^o  now  rccommonJtHl  to  him  far 
Ui45   northwest  parlSj  and  Cataia!" 

*•  Itoin. — In  your  waie  outward  you  shall  (yl*  it  be  noe  hin- 
dmnce  to  your  via^e,)  set  on  lande  upon  the  coast  of  Freezland 
Vf  of  tho  eondemned  pepsons  which  you  carry  with  you,  with 
weapons  and  victualls  auch  as  you  may  convenientlie  spare — 
And  if  It  ctmnot  be  done  outward,  you  shall  doe  your  endevor  to 
oecompltfih  the  same  in  your  returne ;  to  which  persons  you  shall 
give  instructions,  howe  they  maye  by  ftieir  good  behaviour 
wymte  the  good  wyll  of  the  people  of  that  land  and  countrie» 
wad  inl^)  to  learn  the  state  of  the  same  *  and  yf  you  set  Ihem  aland 
in  yotir  going  outward&^  then  doe  your  best  tospoako  with  them 
til  your  returne/* 

*rhe  above  instructions  are  well  worthy  of  notice,  as  showing 
llie  reckless  manner  in  which  the  eondemned  persons  in  those 
^ays  were  treated,  and  making  transportation  a  severe  penalty, 
tn«(tead  of  a  premium  for  vice. 

**Tho  expedition,  according  to  the  instructions,  after  clearing 
the  northern  parts  of  Ireland  and  S^otland^  is  to  steer  to  the 
Island,  tidied  Holt's  Island,  bein|2:  in  the  entrance  of  the  sup- 
posed straight^  which  we  named  Furbusher's  Straight  discovered 
hy  yourself  last  yoare/* 

The  next  article  contains  orders,  that  the  vessels  be  safely 
jDOOf^d,  and  that  the  miners,  finors,  and  merchants,  be  conveyed 
in  boats  &c.,  to  the  place  were  tlie  mineral  ore  abounded)  in 
«rder  that  they  commence  collecting  it. 

While  the  miners  &c.,  are  at  work,  Sir  Martin  is  to  proceed 
in  his  survey  of  the  coast,  and  also  to  search  for  mines.  He  is 
to  conciliate  the  natives,  and  to  be  careful,  not  to  give  the  lea^st 
oflenc* 

**Item. — We  doe  not  ihinke  yt  goo*!  you  should  bring  hither 
above  the  number  of  three,  or  fewer,  at  the  most  of  the  people 
of  that  country,  whereof  some  to  be  old  and  the  other  yonge, 
whom  we  shall  minde  not  to  return  again  thither,  and  therefore 
you  sliall  have  great  care  how  you  do  take  them^  for  avoiding 
offence  to  them  and  the  countric.'' 

FcobUhcr  having  sagaciuubly  observed  that  the  ic<i  v»Vik\x  <aii- 
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Climbers  the  noriliorn  seas,  must  kve  rormed  in  the  soufitlg  nr 
islantls  near  the  Pole^  and  thai  the  main  eeas  never  freeze, 
9teer«d  direotlj  for  Uie  Strait  where  his  preceding*  vojage  had 
terminatodj  and  80U|^t  the  spot  where  the  suppcmed  g'old  ore 
4)Hd  been  picked  up»  but  could  not  Hod  in  the  whole  Island  "^  a 
piece  so  bi^  as  a  walmit/'  On  the  neighbouring  Islands  how- 
^ever  the  ore  was  found  in  large  quantities.  In  their  examtnation 
of  Ffobishor  Strait,  they  were  unable  to  establish  a  pacific  in- 
tercourse with  the  natives.  Two  women  were  seized,  of  whom 
one,  l>eing  old  and  ugly»  wa«  thouglit  to  be  a  devil  or  a  witcb« 
and  was  oonw?quent1y  difiniiRsed.  As  gokl,  and  not  di^oTery 
was  the  avowed  ohjoct  of  this  voyage,  our  adventurers  occupied 
therasclvcs  tn  providing  a  cargo,  and  actually  got  on  board 
almost  200  tons  of  the  glittering  mineral,  whicli  they  believed  lo 
be  ore.  When  the  lading  was  compli^fed,  they  sat  sail  home^ 
wards,  and  though  the  ships  were  dispersed  by  violent  atontify 
they  all  arrived  safely  hi  different  parte  of  England. 

Tlie  queen,  and  the  persons  engaged  in  this  adventure^  i#ef© 
delighted  lo  find  **  that  the  mutter  of  the  gold  ore,  had  appear* 
Hnce,  and  made  show  of  great  riches  and  profit,  and  that  the 
lio^ve  of  the  passage  to  Cathaia  by  this  last  voyaffe  greatly  in* 
creased.**  The  queen  gave  the  name  of  MHa  Incognita  lo  the 
liewly  discovered  couiury,  on  which  it  was  resolved  to  establish 
a  colony.  For  this  purpose,  a  ticket  of  15  ships  was  got  r«mdy« 
iand  100  persons  appointed  to  form  the  settlemt^tit,  and  remain 
there  the  whole  yeiir,  keeping  with  them  three  of  the  f^htps,  the  m 
other  twelve  were  to  bring  back  cargoes  of  gold  ore.  Frobisher  ^ 
was  appointed  admiral-in-chief  of  the  expedition,  and  on  taking 
lea^e,  received  from  the  queen  a  gold  chain,  as  a  mark  of  her 

EapproKitton  of  his  past  conduct .     The  Ooet  saiU^d  on  the  Sllet  M 
May,  1578,  and  in  three  weeks  discovered  Friea«*land,  of  which  ■ 
possession   was  formally  taken,  and  thon  held  its  course  direci 
to  Frobisher  Straits     The  voyage  hilherin  had  beeii  prosp^^nms, 
't»ut  distresses  and  vexations  of  every  kind  (hwarted  the  atteinpl 
^ to  fix   a   colony      Violent  storms  dispersed   the  fleet — drift  ic<» 
clH>ked  up  the  stMit ;  one  small  bark^  on  lioant  of  whti-h   wa^ 
^the  wooden  house,  iuteudcd  fur  the  t>x^ttlers«  wascrudied  by  1I10 
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«i.  -  smB  ingtantly  went  down;  ihwk  fosf^,  neivy 
^.*;,  ^.^.^jsainl  curTeiits  of  GXtraordinury  violeiico  bewildortHl  Ihc 
marinorfi^  and  involved  them  in  endless  dislrcs^es*  At  lco«^tli 
after  <niduring ^JfUcnie  hatd8hitji«»  it  waa  resolved  to  return,  and 
prt^tfioae  to  theenmiing-  year,  tho  attempt  to  make  a  settlemeni 
in  tho  country.  The  storms,  which  had  frustnitod  the  objrct  of 
iIhi  oxpedliton,  pursued  tl>o  fl<3et  on  its  passage  bjomcward  :  the 
•liipfli  t^ere  scattered,  but  arrived  at  tho  various  porti»  of  England, 
befuro  tlie  commencement  of  October, 

Thi^  gratid  expedition  endo<l  in  the  minorB,  fincrs^  and  uier- 
dwmts  bringing  home  a  qnantity  of  pyrites,  aiid  the  South  Sea 
bobble  bad  a  protiMypc  in  tiie  North  Sea  g^old  mines. 
b<  SuccefEs  8eemjs  to  have  deserted  Krobishcr  after  his  first  voyage, 
'lirbteh  alone  imleod  had  discovery  for  its  object,  for  when  tlie 
ino  expectations  to  which  he  had  given  birth  were  diBiip- 
:1^  his  yoy%^c9  were  looked  upon  as  a  total  failure^  aud 
Ifi5  uppears  himself  for  a  time,  to  have  fallen  into  neglect. 
The  8eal  of  Frobisher  in  the  pursuit  of  north  we«tcru  discoveries, 
mippofted  to  have  been  fostered  by  the  writing's  of  Sir  Humphry 
tibeft,  a  gentleman  of  briirumt  talents  and  romatUic  temper. 
Wh^n  we  contemplate  the  early  discoveries  of  the  Span iardti  and 
Perttsg^uoae,  we  le©  needy  adventurers,  and  men  of  desperate 
•cbiiraeier  and  fortune^  pursuing  gain  or  licentiousness  with 
violence  and  blomlsJied,  and  this  may  be  considered  as  the 
fleeided  characU^rislic  of  all  voyages,  the  aim  of  which  is  the 
aceumulatiaii  of  riches,  and  not  the  promotion  of  science 

Tlte  Englii^h  navigators  however,  who  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth 
nought  to  ej^tend  our  knowledge  of  the  globe,  were  men  of 
a  different  ^tamp,  and  driven  forward  by  moiivee  of  an  honour- 
^abk  Anture*  They  undertook  the  most  difFicult  navigation, 
Ibroiigli  sous  perpelwally  agitated  by  storms,  and  encumberctl 
wilb  ioo,  in  ve^geU  of  the  most  frail  construction,  and  of  small 
baidoii;  they  encountered  all  the  dilEcuUies  and  distresses  of  a 
»i|igomua  clirnato,  ami  iu  mo#t  cases  with  a  very  distapt»  or  with 
&o  pT<o>frpect  of  ultimate  pecuniary  advantage^  Sir  Ilimi|>brey 
ilbeil  wats  one  uf  iboj^e  gallant  spirits,  who  engaged  in  tho 
If  <<if  discovery .  (hietly  i'loui  the  love  of  fame  uiu^  lUvtu  v>i 
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ac'hicveiii*^nt.  In  1578,  he  obtained  a  patent  aiithoristng 
undertake  western  discovories,  and  to  poi^sess  lands  unsettled  by 
christian  prinres  or  their  subjects.  In  compHance  with  the^e- 
conditianSr  Sir  Humphrey  prepared  in  1583  to  take  possessioii  of 
the  northern  parts  of  America,  and  Newfoundland,  lo  tie  saine' 
year.  Queen  EIizalM>th  conferred  on  his  younger  brother  Adriun^ 
Gilbert,  the  privilege  of  raaking  discoveries  of  a  passage  to 
Cliina,  and  the  Moluccas,  by  the  north  westward,  north  ea^tward^*^ 
or  northward,  directing  the  company  of  which  he  was  the  Vieadj 
to  be  incorporated  by  the  niinv3  of  "The  Colleagues  of  th^ 
Fellowship  for  the  discovery  of  the  north  west  passage.'^ 

The  fleet  of  Sir  Humphrey  consisted  of  five  ships  of  diflercrtl 
burthens,  from  !0  to  WO  tons,  on  which  were  embarked  abotit 
260  men,  including  shipwrights,  masons^  smiths,  and  caFpeBter», 
besides  "  mineral  men  and  refiners  ;  and  for  the  amusement  of  tlie 
crew,  and  allurement  of  the  savages,  they  were  provided  of  music' 
in  good  variety,  not  omitting  the  least  toyes,  as.morrice  duncofg^ 
hobby  horses^  and  maylike  Loncert8>  to  delight  the  savage  people,' 
whom  they  intended  to  win  by  all  fair  means  possible."  Tli& 
Hltle  fleet  reached  Newfoundland  on  the  3ath  July,    It  U  noticed, 

bthat  at  this  early  period/'  The  Portugals  and  French  cliiefly  havo 
a  notable  trade  of  fishing,  on  the  Newfoundland  bank,  wliero^ 
there  are  sometimes  more  than  a  hundred  sail  of  ships," 

On  entering  St.  John's,  possession  was  taken  in  the  queen's 
name,  of  the  Harbour  and  200  leagues  every  way;  parcels  of 
land  were  granted  out,  but  the  attention  of  the  admiral  wa^ 
cbiefly  directed  to  the  discovery  of  the  precious  metals,  '  * ' 

The  colony  being  thus  apparently  esliAlished,  Sir  Humphrey 
embarked  in  his  small  frigate,  the  Squirrel,  which  was  in  fact, 
a  miserable  barque  of  ten  tons,  and  taking  with  him  two  othe^ 
j«hips,  proceeded  on  a  voyage  of  discovery  to  the  southward, 
Oue  gf  these,  the  Delight,  was  soon  after  wrecked  among  the 
ihoats,  near  Sable  Island^  and  of  abnvt*  a  hundred  men  on  boards 
linly  twelve  escaped.  Amongst  those  who  perished,  were  thl:r*( 
Historian  and  Mineralogist  of  the  expedition;  a  circumslanee 
which  preyed  upon  the  mind  of  Sir  Humphrey,  who^e  ardent 
temper,   fondly  cherished  the  hope  of  famCj    and   inebtiniabta 
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■fficbeft«    He  now  determinetl  to  roiurn  to  England,  but  as  liU  Ih- 

B)(^  frigwto,  as  sho  was  calloJ,  ap|>eart>il  wholly  unfit   to  ^troce^nl 

ori  «ach  a  voyage,  he  was  entreated  not  to  venture  in  her,  but  to 

tiki?  his  passage  in  the  Golden  Hi  tide.     To  these  Bolicitationa 

ii,.   >:  it^yjt  knight  re|iUed:  "I  will  not  forsake  my  little  com- 

1^^  iug  homowardi$»    with  whom  I   have  passed  so  many 

B^rini»  aad  periU/'  Wh^ii  the  two  vessels  had  pai«sed  tlie  Azores, 

^pr  Humphrey's  frigate*  was  observed  to  be  nearly  overwhelmed 

^m  a  great  sea  ;  »he  recovered^  however,  the  stroke  of  the  waves^ 

HjKi  immedially  afterwards,  the  admiral  was  obsen^ed  by  those  in 

Hf^  lliride^ sitting  abaft  with  a  book  in  his  hand  and  calling  out. 

He  o,  my  hids,  we  are  as  near  heaven  by  sea,  as  by  laud/' 

Kj  Lie  night  ilie  little  bark^  and  all  within  her  were  swal 

^Bw^d  up  in  the  sea,  and  never  more  heard  of, 

^LStKii  was  the  unfortunate  end  of  the  brave  Si  r  Humphrey  G  i  Ibert, 

H^umay  bo  regarded  as  the  father  of  the  western  colonization,  and 

^feba  was  one  of  the  chief  oruamonts  of  the  most  chivalrous  ago 

B) English  history. 

Whilst  these  events  were  taking  place  in  the  north,  the  Kng- 
^ffh  were  extending  their  discoveries  in  the  West  Indies,  where 
^ftc  Spaniards  regarded  every  rood  of  land  as  their  own,  although 
Hey  had  no  population  to  occupy  it^  and  whicli  in  many  instances 
Hhey  had  never  seen,  until  attracted  by  the  news  that  Kuropeans 
KuJ  settled  in  them,  on  which  they  went  forth  to  burn,  to  destroy^ 
Hfd  murder, 

Hjl^^x  also  sent  their  remonstrances  to  queen  Elizabeth  on  the 
Hnduct  of  the  English,  but  the  high  minded-monarch  replie4jb 
H^ifl  the  Spaniards  had  drawn  these  inconveniences  upon  them- 
^bes^  by  their  severe  and  unjust  dealings  in  their  American 
toitunerce ;  for  she  did  not  understand,  why,  either  her  subjects 
^  ihose   of  any  other  European  province  should   be  debarred 
^/m  traffic  in  the  West  Indies*     That  as  she  did  not  aeknow-J 
ledge  the  Spaniards  to  have  any  title,  by  the  donation  of  the  bishop^ 
^Rome.soshe  knew  no  right  they  had  to  any  places,  other  than 
^bse  thoy  were  in  actual   possession  of;  for  that  their  having 
^hcbed  only  here  and  tliere  upon  a  coast,  and  given  names  t<i 
^K^^^iv^r^  ^^^  capes^  were  such  iuf^iguificaDt  things  as  cuuld 


paniBh  Armaiia,  intused  freBli  spirit  into  the  Hingtiah  i 
nors,  ftntl  several  expeditions  were  fitted  out,  the  chief  ni\ 
viUich,  were  colonial  establi&ihments,  and  the  accumulatic 
iDdividtinl  wcolth.  M 

Notwithstanding  the  failure  of  the  previous  expoditionlt 
llie  ridicule  which  followed  the  discovery  of  the  g-olden  mi 
North  America^  another  expedition  to  the  northern  latit 
fitled  out  by  the  iTjerchants  of  London,  the  command 
was  intrusted  to  Jo!m  Davis,  a  skilful  and  courafj^eous 
He  sailed  from  Dartmouth  on  tlio  7th  June,  1685,  am 
middle  of  July  arrived  on  the  western  coast  of  Green! 
which  was  given  the  name  of  the  Land  of  Desolation,  on 
of  its  cheerless  and  gloomy  as[»oct,  Frotn  this  coast  he  ri 
the  north  west,  and  saw  land  in  latitude  of  64^  15',  the  a 
the  time  being"  temperate,  and  the  sea  free  from  ice.  This 
posod  continent  however  turned  out  to  be  a  group  of  islan 
messing"  a  number  of  good  harbours,  in  one  of  which  Davii 
to  an  anchor,  and  gave  it  the  name  of  Gilbert's  Sound,  i 
of  his  patron,  Mr.  Adrian  Gilbert,  the  brother  of  the  unforti 
Sir  Humphrey.  On  the  l«t  August,  Davis  stood  to  the  n 
weftt»  and  on  the  6th  discovered  land  in  latitude  66"  ^0, 
he  anchored  under  a  promontory,  to  which  the  name  of 
Raleigh  was  given ,  the  cliflt^  of  which  as  Davis  described 
as  orient  as  gold/*  Proceeding  to  the  northward  an  open 
was  discovered  to  the  west,  from  twenty  to  thirty  leagues 
and  its  navif^atton  unimpeded  by  ice.  This  strait  was 
Davis  Strait,  the  name  which  it  bears  at  the  present  day. 
now  proceeded  westward  for  about  60  leagues,  and  fell 
a  cluster  of  Islands  in  the  middle  of  the  strait.  The  na 
however  of  those  days,  notwithstanding  the  ardent 
enterprise,  for  which  they  have  been  so  highly  vaunted  1 
cotemporary  writers^  appear  to  have  been  disheartened  by 
stances,  which  a  Ross  or  a  Parry  would  have  deemed 
worthy  of  their  notice.    The  discovery  of  a  north  west 
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the  avowed  object  of  the  expedition  of  Davis,  he  arrived  at 

€f  recnland/at  the  latter  end  of  the  month  of  July,  and  at  the  latter 

end  of  Au^st,  in  the  finest  season  of  the  year,  happening  to  meet 

With    some   thick  mists   and  contrary  winds,  he  determines  to 

.nturn  home,,  and  arrives  at  Dartmouth  on  the  :3()th  Seploinber, 

aler  an  ahscnoo  of  little  more  than  three  months  from  England. 

As  an  intrepid  seaman,  Davis  is  entitled  to  the  highest  praise, 

faut  there  are  other  and  higher  qualities  requisite,  in  order  to  form 

i&e  character  of  the  commander  of  an  expedition,  the  [)rincipal 

aim  of    which  is  discovery,  and  especially  the  discovery  of  so 

difficult  an  object,  as  that  of  a  north  west  passage.     On  his  return 

U>  England,  Davis  expressed  his  firm  belief  of  a  free  and  uninter- 

nipted   passage  to  the  westward,  although  his  liclicf,  from  the 

extent  of  his  discovery,  must  have  had  nothing  but  more  conjee- 

tare  for   its  foundation.     It  must  be  evident  from  the  latitude, 

which  lie  reached,  compared  with  that  of  subsequent  navigators, 

that  he   could  not  have  been  warranted  in  drawing  his  con- 

clasions  of  the  positive  existence  of  a  north  west  passage,  from 

mny  knowledge    which  he  had  acquired  of  the  geography  of 

the  country,  or  from  any  information    which  he  had  obtained 

from   an    intercourse  with   the   natives.       In    one    instance  he 

founded  his  belief  of  having  actually  discovered  the  long-sought 

|mssa^e,  from  the  si«nple  circumstance,  of  the  colour  of  the  sea, 

in  the   strait  up  which  he  sailed,  resembling  that  of  tlio  main 

ocean  ;  and  this  alone  is  sufficient  to  prove  the  insufficiency  and 

weakness  of  the  reasons    which  he  alleged  for  the    existence 

of  a    communication   in  that    particular  quarter,    bctwe(»n    the 

Atlantic  and  Pacific. 

From  the  favorable  reports  however  which  Davis  made,  and 
particularly  of  the  great  lucrative  advantages  which  would  arise^. 
by  establishing  a  brisk  commerce  with  the  natives,  in  peltry 
the  London  merchants  were  encouraged  to  fit  out  another  expedi- 
tion, and  on  the  7th  May,  1586,  he  again  sailed  from  Partmouth, 
and  directed  his  course  as  before  to  Greenland,  wher<^  ho  arrived 
at  the  latter  end  of  June.  This  voyage  appears  in  some  respects, 
,  to  have  been  attended  with  a  commercial  aim,  for  Pavis  describes. 
that  the  natives  came  off  to  him  m  great  numbers,  to  tra<le  with 
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iiim   in   seal  skias^    slags,  white  liarcHp   anil  fi^U,    « The  fiaU| 
however,  could  scarcely  erodieato  the  belief  from  their  m 
that  the  Dulives  were  a  kind  of  witches,  and  ihai  they  praci 
several  kiods  of  enchantments. 

It  is  a  rare  quality  in  a  traveller  to  decline  givincrlhe  d 
tion  of  any  particular  ubject,  which  he  may  have  fallen  in 
from  the  notion  that  on  account  of  its  extraordinary  or  wondi 
nature,  he  might  he  considered  as  dealing  largely  in  tiction 
rtimance,this  however  appears  to  hax'e  been  the  case  with  Dqvi 
An  iceberg,  such  as  is  seen  in  the  hitrl^  northern  latitude^,] 
an  object,  which  had  sciircely  ever  yet  f*illen  under  the  obse 
titm  of  any  forn.er  navigutor ;  in  fact,  the  existence  uf 
^it>*anticaccumn:alation5t  of  ice,  the  base  of  some  of  which  rtsll 
itprm  the  bosom  of  the  ocean,  was  scarcely  known  ;  Davi$>  how^ 
Lver,  fell  in  with  several  of  these  mountainous  masses^  but  h 
declines  to  describe  them,  on  the  singular  principle^  that  \w 
veracity  mi^ht  be  called   in  question. 

The  seamen  of  those  days  were  not  of  the  race  of  the  Ht|> 
burns, who  accompanied  a  Franklin  or  a  Ros<!,  willing,  however, 
they  might  have  been  to  enter  upon  any  enterprise,  to  which  an; 
lucrative  advantages  were  attached.  The  great  accummulati 
of  ice,  and  other  untoward  circunisiances  natural  to  the  north 
latitudes,  dispirited  the  seamen  of  Davis,  and  it  was  with  th 
greatest  difficulty  that  he  could  induce  tliem  to  continue  ti 
voyage  northwards.  They,  however,  reached  the  latitude  of  6! 
north*  where  they  found  land  trending  In  the  westward ;  asid 
nmning  southward  to  54^  they  fell  in  with  a  great  number 
inlets,  where  from  the  appearance  of  the  sea,  it  being  of  agreenit 
colour,  their  hopes  began  to  revive  that  they  should  still 
with  the  much  desired  passage.  Enenuntering,  however, 
tempestuous  weather  on  the  coast  nf  Labrador,  Davis  bent  fa 
course  homewards,  and  arrived  in  England  the  beginning 
October.  It  must*  however,  be  remarked  in  exculpatioti  oftlii 
apparently  timid  conduct  on  the  part  of  Davis,  that  the  vessel 
which  he  sailed  was  from  her  burthen  by  no  means  tiued 
contend  with  the  storms,  the  fields  of  ice,  and  other  natun 
obstacles,    which   abound  in  the  high  northern    h^titudes,  ail 
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'li'lidh  H  is  taken  into  consideration,  that  liis  vessel  was  not  larger 

dudi  a*  cbnomon  fishing  smack,  her  burthen  beings  only  85  tons  ; 

)Wfir  stlrprrise  is  not  the  more  excited  at  the  hardihood  of  Davis, 

in  undertaking  so   perilous  a  voyage,  in  a   vessel  so  totally 

iUidequate  for  the  purpose,  than  it  is  at  the  folly  and  parsimony 

vt'the  Bristol  merchants,  who  could  select  such  a  vessel  for  a 

^age  of  discovery,  from  which  her  chance  of  roturn  was  far 

iMijoad   probability. 

Tte  preceding  voyages  of  Davis  may  be  considered  as  decided 
Ufatfe^'as  far  as  concerns  his  avowed  aim,  and  it  may  be  fur- 
Aer  affirmed,  that  no  great  essential  advantage  accrued  from 
(Mbtfr,  whether  we  reganl  them  in  a  commenial  or  a  geogra[>hi- 
Mcharacter.     The  countries  which  he  visited,  had  been  disco- 
'Wrt  long  before  by  Frohishor,  and  other  navigators,  and  al 
vhjigh  he  unreservedly  promufgated  his  opinion  of  the  existence 
rf*  nertb  west  passage,  yet  he  did  not  give  a  single  datum,  on 
wbieh  the  validity  of  that  opinion  was  founded,  on  the  contrary, 
'rtih  the  knowledge  which  we  possess  at  the  present  day,  of  the 
I^Wjrmphical  situation  of  the  Arctic  Regions,  and  of  the  coun- 
tries idjacent  to  them,  we  are  entitled  to  draw  the  inference, 
^tbo  reports  circulated  by  Davis,  of  the  existence  of  a  north 
veit  passage,  were  wholly  built  on  fiction  and  conjecture,  and 
■ot  Bopported  by  any  deductions  drawn  from  his  own  personal 
blow  ledge  of  the  geography  of  the  countries  situated  between 
the  65(»  and  75**  of  noKh  latitude.     It  is  true,  that  he  had  im* 
proved    his    nautical   experience,    and,    therefore,  had   become 
more  capable  of  conducting  any  expedition  which  might  be  after- 
wards despatched  for  the  discovery  of  the  geographical  situation 
of  the  countries  within  the  Arctic  Circle.     His  previous  faihiro.s 
bad  not  in  the  least  dispirited   him,  nor  depressed  his  hopes  vf 
ultimate  success,  and,  accordingly,  we  find  that  he  succeeded  in 
inducing   the   merchants  to  fit  out  another  expedition,  and  on 
the  19th  May,  1587,  he  sailed  again  from  Dartmouth  with  two 
fessels  (^  greater  tonnage,  and  better  equipped  for  the  attaiu' 
meat  of  hts  object.     He  arrived   in  the  middle  of  Juno  on  tlio 
west  coast  of  Greenland,  along  which  he  coasted,  till  ho  rcachotl 
the  latitude  of  74"  Vi.     By  curients  and  contrary  wiiuls,  he  wai^ 
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driven  to  the  soutlu  and  arrived  at  the  strait,  discoverod  by  him 
self  on  a  furnoer  voyage,  which  is  dow  known  by  tli©  nmim 
Cumber  land  Strait.  He  ex^jlored  this  eirait  for  about  eirt 
loagrues,  and  in  latitude  61®  10  ho  discovered  a  headland, 
which  hn  gave  the  nan^  of  Capo  Chidloy  ;  and  to  a  promontcyiy 
he  gave  the  name  of  Sanderson's  Hope,  in  honor  of  the  chief  pro 
meter  of  the  expedition.  We  niuBt  also  award  to  Davis  ih 
rig'htful  cliiim  of  having  been  the  discoverer  of  the  Strait,  thai 
now  bears  the  name  of  Hudson,  which  is  but  a  continuation 
ihesamo  strait  which  bears  the  name  of  Davis  Strait,  only  ek 
tending  to  a  higher  degree  of  norlhern  latitude. 

The  last  voyage  of  Davis,  Hko  his  two  former  ones,  did  ito 
occupy  much  more  than  three  months,  as  he  arrived  in  Englam 
m  the  middle  of  September;  the  merchants  howeiFer^  who  hai 
borne  the  expence  of  the  expeditions,  ami  who,  from  the  sangui 
representations  of  Davis,  had  flutterod  tliemselves,  that  inex. 
hausiible  mines  of  wealth  were  to  be  opened  upon  thero^  felt  n\ 
disposition  to  undertake  another  expedition,  although  the  opinioi 
of  Davis  still  remaineti  the  same,  that  a  north  west  paasage 
actually  existed,  and  that  it  only  requirtMl  a  fortunate  combina 
tion  of  circumstances,  to  accomplish  its  discovery.  The  mer 
chants  however,  were  not  disposed  to  run  tho  risk  of  meetinj 
with  that  fortunate  combiniition  of  circumstances,  as  nothinj 
had  yet  occurred,  which  could  load  them  to  believe  thai 
was  an  epoch  very  near  at  hand  ;  consequently  Davis  was  n0 
employed  in  any  subsequent  expedition^  for  the  discovery  of  lli 
north  west  passage. 

The  unfortunate  issue  of  all  the  voyages  which  had  boon  hi 
therto  undertaken  for  tho  discovery  of  a  north  west  passage,  di' 
not  operate  with  that  discouraging  force,  which  might  ham 
been  expected,  although  it  for  a  time  divertefl  the  attention 
tlio  English  merchants  from  the  plans,  which  they  had  formot 
for  a  Buocossful  eonipotition  with  the  Spaniards  and  Portugue^q 
\n  their  commerce,  by  means  of  a  northern  route  to  India, 
the  time  when  tho  English  undertook  tlieir  Jmrthem  e\|i0dition 
they  did  not  feel  tliemselvcs  competent  to  contend  with  the  nava 
itrengthof  Portugal^  and  ihctr  great  desire  was,  in  coo&equem' 
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to  find  out  some  passan^e,  by  which  thoy  cxmld  reach  the  east, 
without  encountering  the  floats  of  their"*"  yigiiant  and  jealous 
rii-als.  All  Ibe  attempts  to  bad  a  passage  by  the  north  west, 
had  proved  unsucceasful,  and  although  the  belief  of  the  existence 
\£  that  passage  was  still  strongly  prevalent  amongst  the  Englisli 
navigators,  yet  neither  the  government,  nor  the  merchants  felt 
Asposed  to  advance  the  funds  requisite  for  the  equipment  of  a 
vessel  destined  for  an  undertaking,  which,  as  yet  had  been  at- 
Isnded  with  positive  loss  and  disappointment.  Although  the 
English  nation  was  rapidly  increasing  in  resources,  and  had 
been  taught,  from  some  recent  political  events,  to  know  its 
sUength,  yet  the  spirit  of  discovery,  as  far  as  the  north  west 
psnsge  was  concerned,  languished  considerably,  and  the  atten- 
tim  ci  the  merchants  began  to  be  directed  to  other  quarters,  by 
wUch  the  treasures  of  India  could  be  obtained,  and  by  a  route, 
to  which  usurpation  had  not  hitherto  advanced  any  claim. 

From  some  obscure  allusions  made  by  the  Dutch  navigators, 
and  by  Oliver  Branell,  an  Englishmen,  it  was  conjectured  that  a 
north  eastern  passage  might  be  found  to  India,  and  the  Dutch, 
who  where  then  beginning  to  hold  a  secondary   rank  amongst 
the   maritime    nations    of  Europe,    resolved   to   attempt  the 
discovery  of  it ;  accordingly   in  1594,  the  United    Provinces 
tent  forth    an   expedition   under   the    command    of    Cornelia 
Cornelison,  to  which  William  Barentz   was  attached,  as  the 
pilot.     Notwithstanding  great  praise  is  due  to  the  navigators 
of  that  period,  for  the  enterprising  spirit  which  they  manifested 
on  many  occasions ;  yet  it  must  be  admitted,  that,  on  their  pe- 
riodical  rotums   from   their  respective   voyages,   from   which, 
scarcely  any  benefit  resulted,  they  always  brought  home  with 
them  reports  of  such  a  flattering  and  encouraging  nature,  that 
the  strongest    inducements  were  held  forth  to  the  projectors  of 
the  expeditions,  to  send  forth  fresh  ones,  as  they  were  actually 
led  to  believe,  that  they  were  on  the  very  verge  of  a  discovery, 
from  which  inexhaustible  riches  were  to  be  their  reward.     Thus 
Cornelison  sailed  round  the  North  Cape,  and  passed  the  Straits 
of  WaigatK,  about  forty  leaguott  from  which  the  main  land  ap- 
peared trending  to  the  south  caH.     This  fdvourabie  ouicn,  added 


^■r  SE(JOt«l>    BXrEI>ITtnN   OF   CORNELTSON 

to  tim  do  pill  and  openness  of  (he  se^»  wus  i  onsiileroci  by  Cofn^ 

I  Hsoii^  so  decidve  of  the  cxisteneo  of  a  north  euf^tent  puswkgo  td 
India,   that    without    prosecuting    his  researclies,    ta  order   | 

I  uncertain  i(  his  ctmjccture  were  true,  ho  returned  to  llolhiiM^ 
with  the  jo>ful  tidings,  timt  the  oorthern    inaritiine   nations   pj{ 

I  £urope  had  novr  a  route  of  their  own  to  hulia^  und  thai  ihil 
couimercial  supremacy  of  the  Portuguese  iii  Vlie  east^  wii3^m<! 
sequentlj  an  the  eve  of  its  ilissolutioii. 

So  confident  were  tlie  Sl»tei^  (general  in  the  truth  of  tbc^  raporl 
of  Cornelison,  that  they  aetually  CMjuipped  a  fleet  of  seven  v^-fk^ 
»e!8,  six  of  which  were  laden  with  irnvr*  handiso,  ^iuitablc  for  tlif 
Cliinese  ami  Jndian  markets,  and  Barentz  was  appointed  eltief  pv 

I  lot  of  the  expedition.  This  fleet,  it  i^>  true,  sailed  at  an  uu&eas;or>*f 
able  time  of  the  year,  fur  on  ap[»roaching  the  cpast  of  No/m 
Zemhla»  it  was  found  scarcely  possible  to  proceed  on  aecoiutt  of 
the  accun)ulation  of  ice;  they  however  succceilod  in  passini:;^  (he 

I  straits  of  Waij^atz,  and  liero  they  learned  from  the  .Ktth^atiSi. 
that  in  about  ten  weeks  the  frost  would  be  so  iutenso,  thai  f| 
passQfj^e  mi^-ht  be  eflecteil  over  the  ice  to  Tartary,  They  also 
learned  from  the  Samoiedes,  that  in  about  live  days  sail  to  tlm 
north  cast,  the  land  took  a  south  easterly  direction^  and  this  waa  i« 

I  iheai  a  strong"  confirmation  of  their  hopes,  that  tliey  should  soon 
arrive  at  the  markets  where  their  merchandise  was  to  bo  di«4poscd 
of.  The  cold  however  became  severe  ;  the  weather  stormy  and 
wholly  unpropitious  for  any  farther  progress,  and  the  whai« 
fleet  returned  in  safety  to  Holland,  with  their  car  of  oes  untouched* 
The  discovery  of  the  north  eastern  pas8*ij;"e  appeared  therefuro 
to  be  attended  with  diflSeulties  equally  discouragin*^  and  insur* 
mountable^  as  those  which  had  been  experienced  in  the  numerous 
attempts  to  discover  the  north  western  passage,  and  the  SutQ9 
General  ia  consequence  felt  no  louger  disposed  to  incur  the  ex- 
penoe  of  a  third  expedilion.  Impressed  however  with  the  am- 
viction  of  the  groat  benelit  that  would  accrue  to  the  country,  by 
the  discovery  of  tho  north  eastern  passage ;  and  even  if  it  should 
fail,  that  tho  maritime  spirit  and  nautical  skill  of  the  pco[>le, 
would  be  thereby  greatly  fostered  and  encouraged ;  a  proclama* 
Uou  was  iti!»ued,  ofleriug  a  eousidetable  reward  to  any  ODo«  wha 
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ibtfdf-M'MSeed  in  discoTering^  a  route  to  China,  by  a  iiorthem 
fkiam^;  ^  Tbit  was  a  bait  too  tempting  for  the  Amsterdam  mer 
chants  to  Withstand,  and  accordingly  they  fitted  out  two  ships^ 
ihfi  ecfrtinuind  of  which  was  givento  Barentz.  He  sailed  with 
AeiMle^  coiiildenoe  of  success,  and  in  the  early  part  of  June, 
he  had- Cached  SO' high  a  latitude,  that  he  had  constant  daylight; 
tf  few  days  afterwards,  he  discovered  land  to  the  eastward,  which 
by  obsenraCion  was  found  to  be  in  latitude  80^  IT.  It  is  from  this 
vbyige'  ih^t  the  Dutch  claim  the  honor  of  being  the  discoverers 
sf 'SpitSBbergen ;  although  it  is  on  record  that  it  was  discovered 
b^SbHughWilloughbyin  1558,  he  having  seen  land  in  latitude 
fllf»'  Wfaioh  may  be  considered  as  the  northernmost  point  of 
8fild>ergen.  The  name  of  Spitzbergen,  or  sharp  mountains, 
IM'giventoit  by  Bareiftz,  on  account  of  the  many  peaked 
M^^tmowy  mountains,  with  which  that  inhospitable  region 
sReunds. 

'The'  subsequent  proceedings  of  this  expedition,  form  one  of 
die'drnt  interesting  narratives  of  perilous  undertakings,  of  hair 
bieadtb  escapes,  and  of  an  accumulation  of  human  suffering, 
wfaidl  is  to  be  found  on  record  of  any  of  the  voyages,  which  had 
been  then  undertaken  for  the  purpose  of  discovery  in  the  northern 
latitudee.  Human  credulity  is  often  put  to  the  stretch,  to  attach 
any  verity  to  the  relation,  not  only  of  the  extent  of  suffering 
which  the  frame  of  man  can  endure,  before  life  is  drawn  from  its 
last  hold,  but  also  of  the  wonderful  energy  and  fortitude,  which 
the  human  character  can  display  amidst  accidents,  where  death 
presents  itself  imder  the  most  horrid  visitations,  with  scarcely  a 
single  ray  of  hope  to  enliven  the  prospect. 

Barsntz  was  a  man  of  undoubted  courage  and  enterprise,  but 
bis  constitution  was  not  of  that  iron  make,  so  as  to  enable  him 
to  bear  up  against  those  perpetual   hardships  and   privations, 
which  he  was  certain  to  undergo  in  the  perilous  undertaking  in 
which  he  had  engaged.     From  Spitzbergen  he  shaped' his  course 
for  Nova  Zembla,  hoping  to  find  a  passage  to  the  eastward  ' 
lower  parallel  than  80°,  and  early  in  the  month  of  Au 
baod  himself  in  the  latitude  of  77^.     Strong  winds  fi 
eastward  here  impeded  his  further  progress,  and  in  order 
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TiTi' klup  from  liein^*  wrecTced,  he  was  dbligel!  to  rrifike  n^r' 
to   an  enormous   iceberg,    whicli  from   its  gigantic  biilV 
npparently  testing  on  the  bottom  of  ibc  sea,  be  flattered  I 
iHrb^Id  pToto  a  protection  against  the  fieavy  gates,  whicl 
m^hJn^  on  him  from  the  ea^wanl. 

This  circumstance,  however,  is  sufficient  to  illustrate  th- 
tanee  wbieb  prcvaited  at  that  time,  relative  to  the   nature 
these  vast    accumulations   of  ice,  or  Baren^z   in    the   mtdsl 
summer,  would  not  have  ventured  to  make  fast  bifsi  ship  to  one  l^- 
them,  as   instead  of  being    his   protector,   it   might   prove  th^^ 
immediate  instroment  of  his  destruction.    The  ship  had  not  beer"^ 
twelve  hours  lashed  to  the  iceberg,  when  with  a  violent  explosioidl 
it  burst  asunder,  breaking  into  innumerable  fragments,  and  that9| 
which  appeared   the  previous  moment  to  be  a  fixed  and  durable  ** 
mass,  towering  to  the  skies,  was  as  it  were  the  ne^ct  moment] 
sunk  in  the  ocean,  and  scarcely  a  vestige  of  its  being  left,  wilti 
iho  exception  of  some  solitary  floating  mosses,  which,  dashing 
against  each  other  by  the  fury  of  the  waves,  were  splintered  into  j 
a  thousand  pieces. 

Exposed  now  to  the  most  imminent  danger,   Barentz  saw 
himself  obliged  to  return,  and   after  encountering  the  greatest  I 
hardships,  he   reached  Icehaven   in   latitude  73^  50*.     He  had] 
profited  very  little  by  the  experience  of  the  English  i¥ivlgatori,* 
who  had   preceded  him  in  their  attempts  to  explore  the  Arctic 
Regions,  and  he  consequently  committed  ihe  fatal  error  of  soekSog 
an  inland  harbour,  instead  of  keeping  afimuch  as  possible  to  the 
open  sea.,  where   in  proportion  to  its  depth  the  danger  is  less,  i 
of  being  imbedded  in  the  ice.     On  reaching  Icehaven,  the  ice| 
against  which  they  had  been  for  some  time  contending,  closed  1 
in    upon    them,    without  the   slightest   chance    of  extricating 
themselves* 

The  ship  had  not  been  victualled,  nor  oiherways  prepared  for  ' 
such  an  unexpected  occurrence  ;  and  the  crew,  which  now  coii- 
fiistcd  of  only  seventeen  persons,  saw  before  them  the  dreadful 
prospect  of  passing  the  winter  in  this  inhospitable  f^pot,  witli  a 
scanty  supply  of  provisions,  and  utterly  unprovided  wiiii  any  uf 
iho^e  necessaries,  which  were  requisite  to  protect  them  from  the 


•xtreme  seTerity  of  ihc  cold.  Fortunately  for  ihcni  llie  &)mro9 
biHinded  willi  driftwood,  which  funiishod  tliem  not  only  with 
?;upj>ly  of  fuel,  but  also  with  the  materials  for  the  constructiou 
^B  bouse,  ill  which  they  could  pass  the  dreary  winter  wbiidt 
^h^re  them.  Bereft  of  the  slightest  hope  of  emaiicipatUig 
^^^Kes  from  their  dreadful  situatiotij  they  prepared  to  meet 
he  difficulties  and  privations  which  awaited  them,  with  proper 
Mjrnation,  although  the  prospect  of  many  long  cheerless 
|Bth8  of  utter  darkness,  independently  of  their  personal  suflbr- 
^8,  was  sufficient  to  strike  despair  into  the  most  courageous 
^wt|  and  to  induce  that  inditlerence  of  a  prolongation  of 
Hlf  iwhich  is  the  usual  attendant  on  accnmuluted  sufferings, 
[t  WHS  not  however  solely  with  the  rigor  of  tlio  climate  that  they 
bpd  to  contend,  but  ihey  were  obliged  to  keep  a  strict  and  con* 
^■al  watch  against  hein^  sitrprised  by  the  t>ears  and  fo.\es» 
^Kh  may  be  said  to  be  the  only  inhabitants  of  the  dreary  scene; 
^■ict,  the  imagination  can  scarcely  conceive  a  situation  more 
^Bble  than  that  to  which  Barentz  and  his  hardy  crew  wero 
Rposed.  Darkness  and  <lesolutioo  were  around  them,  enveloped 
o  the  densest  fogs,  they  appeared  as  if  they  were  shut  out  frdni 
^  world,  and  driven,  as  it  were,  on  the  very  verge  of  creation, 
^Bpger  out  the  remainder  of  their  life  under  a  combination  oi 
^niost  horrible  sufferings. 

|Pb  the  early  part  of  November  the  last  ray  of  the  sun  ceased 
i^illuminate  these  desolate  regions,  and  with  it,  they  felt  as  if 
^^  had  bidden  adieu  to  the  last  source  from  which  any  comfort 
^K  to  be  deiived*  The  coKl  now  set  in  with  an  intensity  too 
^He  fur  endurance,  and  to  increase  their  sulFerings,  their  wine 
^Kbeer  wore  frozen,  by  which  they  were  totally  deprived  of 
Biir  strength*  By  means  of  the  drift  wood,  they  were  fortu- 
Ijtely  enabled  to  keep  up  large  fires,  but  the  collection  of  that 
^bpensable  material  was  attended  with  the  greatest  pain  and 
^nir,  A  bear  would  often  rush  upon  them  from  a  mount  of 
wTwhich  had  concealed  the  animal  from  their  view,  for  so  great 
M^  the  boldness  and  audacity  of  these  ferocious  brutes^  that 
^K  would  fearlessly  assault  the  wooden  hut>  atthough  many  uf 
^■[ifrid  the  forfeit  of  their  life  for  their  temerity.    The  skiuii 
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of  tlieseaniroals  proved  of  etssential  service  to  the  marinors;  ip| 

the  fat  Aoy  supplied  iheir   lamps,  and  on  an  emergency  tl| 

cotild  make  a  meal  of  the  floeh,  although  its  extreme  rankiv 

nras  highly  offensive  and  disgusting.     The  flesh  of  the  fcM 

%ra8  however  by  no  means  unpalatable,  and  a  great  numberi 

these  animals  were  caught  in  traps,  eel  on  the  top  of  the  hoi| 

ibe  skins  were  converted  into  clothing  and  bedding,  and  w^ 

the  effectual  means  of  saving  the  crew  from  being  literally  fro^ 

to  death*     It  is  a  remarkable  circumstance  that  the  foxes  q 

bears  seldom  appear  in  the  country  at  the  same  time  ;  the  h^ 

migrate  to  other  quarters,  with  the  departure  of  the  sun,  wl 

I  the  foxes   appear   in  great    numbers^  and  follow  their 

Pavocation  of  rapine  and  plunder. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  incidents  attending  their  dr 
Fojourn  in  their  gloomy  habitation,  was,  that  althoug 
from  all  human  converse,  and  suffering  under  privationl 
cienlly  severe,  to  check  every  ebullition  of  mirth,  the  crew  M 
forgot  not  to  celebrate  the  respective  holidays  as  they  c^ 
Lrouod,  to  pledge  the  cup  to  those  far  away,  and  to  wh| 
rtheir  return  was  a  matter  of  doubt  and  uncertainty.  The  d 
tomary  fare  smoked  not  indeed  upon  tlieir  Christmas  tabfo,  | 
in  hearty  mirth  and  glee  they  ushered  in  the  coming  year,  ^ 
surely  no  men  had  ever  greater  reason  to  look  hack  upon  ] 
piist  without  regret,  or  to  look  forward  to  the  future  with  hoi 
It  must,  however,  been  a  scene  fraught  with  the  deepest  iij 
rest  and  curiosity,  to  have  viewed  their  jollities  on  twelftlic] 
when  their  cake  was  a  pile  of  biscuitSi  and  the  tTew  sat  rol 
their  rudely  fashioned  table,  in  their  respective  characters;  j 
gunner  appearing  as  the  King  of  Nova  Zembla,  and  the  Qui 
only  distinguished  from  her  subjects,  by  a  vrhito  handkerd 
tied  round  her  head.  In  this  manner  they  cheated  miserj^ 
some  portion  of  its  poignancy,  and,  although  in  the 
desolation,  a  beam  of  mirth  still  broke  in  upon  them> ! 
imagination  lighted  them  to  the  merry  seenes  of  iheir 
and  their  home8.  'f  i 

It  was  on  the  *i7tb  January  that  the  crew  were  exhilirated^ 
the  re-appearance  of  the  mm,  and  with  it  also  rettirncd  thol^| 
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«l 


^r      '  -  '^Tiorny,  ih^  bear.     TKc  weather  was  howovor  too  bciii*<>j 

t  iiiclemont  to  adinit  of  any  operations  being  Executed 
to  Cf^d^r  to  effoet  their  emancipation  iVoro  their  icv  imprisoa^J 
meni,  hut  with  th©  advance  of  the  season,  and  the  increu^te  of 
^1^*'  «oliir    power,    thoy    looked  forward  with  the    most  jfiyuus 
I   '  tatioD  fur  ft  termination  of  tliair  sufferings.     Drcudful  how- 
«W  wtt*s  tlie  certainty,  which  now  burst  upon  them,  thai  tFieir 
iJp  Imil  received  $o  much  damage  from  the  pressure  of  the  ice, 
4  ilB  protracted  exposure  to  the  rigour  of  the  climate,  that 
<»wry  prospect  mUBt  be  abandoned  of  again  taking  her  to  sea,  as 
i^pnreiOftal  exertion,  under  their  present  disheartening  circun»- 
^ttoeeii,  ftCC'ompanied  also  with  a  total  want  of  tlie  necessary 
sitttetials  for  repair,  could  ever  place  the  ship  in  a  condition  to 
^l  her  passage  through  the  ice,  or  to  contend  against  the 
^win»  which  prevail  in  the  northern  lalitudca.     Under  this  try* 
*"     '  '    nmu,    their   only   chance  of  delivery  from  impendiiig^j 
ui  their  boats,  but  these  also  stood  in  need  of  repair,* 
Meven  then  it  became  a  matter  of  the  greatest  doubt*  whither 
Ihey  could  be  made  sufficiently  seaworthy,  as  to  stand  the  wear 
«iwJ  tear  of  the  floating   ice,  and  othrr  obstacles,   which   they 
Hoiiid  hove  to  surmount.     The  boats  however  were  their  only 
tmmtne  in  this  alarming  emergency,  but  it  was  the  beginning 
•f  June  before  they  could  commence  the  repair  of  them,  and  on 
llie  13th,  their  task  was  so  far  completed,  as  to  enable  them  to 
(fimnieiMre  tlie  operations  for  their  departure.  Previously  to  quit- 
ting Ibcir  doftolate  habitation,  Barentz   drew  up  a  statement, 
which  he  committed  to  writing,  of  the  misfurtunes  and  sufibr-  J 
tiig«,  which  they  had  endured,  adding  a  list  of  the  names  of  th«iJ 
cmWt  and  other  particulars,  which,  on  the  supposition  of  their| 
iiNibility  to  effect  their  passage  homeward,  or  their  being  totally 
iost^  mi^lit  be  the  meanis  of  conveying  to  their  country  some  in- 
telligence of  their  melancholy  fate.     This  written  document  he 
depOAited  in  the  hut,  and  on  the  I4th  Jujie  they  left  li^y  Haven; 
a  Clint  gleam  of  hope  cheering  them  on,  but  fear  and  dcspiiir 
h<''  '  *     ,      i       over  them* 

i  .vrentz  had  been  for  some  time  on  the  doclhu.s 

4i^«e«k»e  preying    upon  a   frame  already   cihaujiited  by    fa^U^g^i^ 
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I     and  anxiDty,    still  it  was  hoped,  that  as  they  approaeheil^ 
I     more  southern  latitudes,  some  symptoms  of  coiivaleBceDce  mig, 
I     exhibit  themselvGB,  and  that  his  life  would  be  prolonged  uoli 
thoy  reached  some  settlement,  where  medical  ^igsistaDce  c 
be  obtained  ;  their  hope  however  was  not  destined  to  be  realf23&' 
daily  his  decline  was  visible,  and  in  Vl  days  after  the  deparlui 
I     from  Icy  Haven^  lie  died,  to  the  groat  alHietion  and  regret  of  h 
I    whole  crew,  who  placed  the  most  unbounded  conGdenee  in  h 
I    nautical  skill  and  experience. 
f        History  furnishes  numerous  instances  of  long  voyages  havioi 
been  performed  on  the  sea  in  open  boats;  even  the  early  iiavigik 
tors  ventured  across  the  Atlantic,  in  bouts  not  exceedini^  10  tort 
in  burthen,  but  there  is  not  one  on  record,  stamped  with  sucba 
I   extraordinary  character  as  the  present^  in  which  two  small  boai 
I   ventured  to  navigate  the  frozen  ocean,  subject  every  moment  1 
be  crushed.to  pieces  between  floating  masses  of  ioe,  and  thecrei 
by  day  and  by  night,  for  upwards  of  forty  days,  exposed  to  al 
I  the  extremities  of  cold,  fatigue,  and  famine.     It  has  been  com 
puted  that  these  two  boats  navigated  nearly  TZOO  miles,  befoN 
they  arrived  at  Cola,  where  they  found  lying  three  Dutch  shipi 
in  one  of  which  the  crew  embarked,  and  arrived  safely  in  Hot 
land  in  October  1597. 
I       We  have  hitherto  seen  that  in  the  discovery  of  ihe  nortti  we 
I  passage,  England  has  stood  alone  in  the  attempt,  and  althoug 
I    every  expedition  had  been  as  yet  unsuccessful,  yet  the  belief  wai 
I   atitl  prevalent  that  the  passage  did  exist,  and  that  it  only  f^ 
quired  skill  and  perseverance  to  accomplish  its  disco\*ery.     Thi 
.    English  and  Dutch,  at  the  close  of  the  sixteenth  century  we 
y  loo   deeply   involved  in  hostililies  with  Spain,    to  bend   thei 
attention  to  the  prosecution  of  foreign  discoveries,  and  parttcU' 
larly  to  one  which  hud  been  as  yet  accompanied  with  nothing 
but  loss  and  disappgintmunt.     The   minor  maritime  powers  o< 
Europe  urged  on  by  a  spirit  of  commercial  rivalry  began  grad- 
ually to  emerge  from  the  supineness  in  which  they  had   in 
dulgedi  and  taking  advantage  of  the  temponiry  check,  whic 
,   the  spirit  of  discovery  had  received  in  England,  they  determiue 
to  profit  bv  the  discoveries,  which  had  been  already  made  m 
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northern  fmit»  of  America,  thereby  hoping  to  be  the  first  inarriv- 
ngnt  the  goal,  although  they  might  have  been  the  last  to  start. 
Amongst  the  lesser  powers,  the  Danes  began  to  rear  their  head, 
iMd  to  east  a  wistful  look  towards  those  commercial  advantages, 
WMeh  would  accrue  to  them  from  the  discovery  of  the  north  west 
fsttttge,  and  for  the  accomplishment  of  which  their  geographical 
ftiUiBtion  so  well  fitted  them.     Accordingly  in  1605,  the  king  of 
Denmark  caused  an  expedition  to  be  sent  out,  for  the  ostensible 
purpose  of  exploring  the  coast  of  Greenland,  the  command  of 
whidi  was  given  to  Admiral  Lindenau,  but  the  majority  of  the 
sficers  were  English,  amongst  whom  James  Hall  acted  as  chici 
fikt.    The  result  of  this  voyage  was  the  discovery  of  some  good 
SMnds,  bays,  and  rivers,  as  high  as  69°,  but  here  the  crew  became 
ttstinons,  and  after  having  according  to  the  example  of  Elizabeth 
put  two  Danish  malefiictors  on  shore.  Hall  returned  to  Denmark, 
"iriiere  he  found  that  his  admiral  had  arrived  before  him. 
■    Aldiougfa  the  existence  of  the  golden  mines  of  Greenland  had 
koen  disproved   by  an  assay  of  ''  the  glistening  metal''  which 
fVobisher  had  brought  to  England,  yet  the  belief  that  not  only 
gold,  but  silver  wets  also  to  be  found  in  that  country,   was  so 
strongly  impressed  on  the  general  opinion  of  the  Danes,  founded 
on  the  authority  of  Hall  and  of  Knight  who  accompanied  him, 
tiiat  the  former  Imd  not  long  returned  from  his  first  expedition, 
than  he  was  appointe4  to  the  command  of  four  small  vessels, 
the  object  of  which    was  not  so  much  the  discovery  of  lands 
unknown,   as  the  discovery  of  mines  of  gold  and  silver,  with 
which  the  voyagers  were  to  return  as  the  monopolists  of  so  lucra- 
tive a  branch  of  commerce,   and  the  founders  of  their  future 
fortune.    The  following  remark  of  Hall  cannot  but  excite  a  smile, 
for  on  his  arrival  at  Cunningham  Fiord  (Bay)  he  says,  ^'they  all 
landed  to  see  the  silver  mines,  where  it  was  decreed,  we  should 
take  in  as  much  as  we  cnuld,^'     Not  finding  however,  any  to 
take,  they  resolved  to  carry  home  with  them  some  production  of 
the  country,  and  therefore  they  seized  upon  five  Esquimaux,  willi 
whom  tl»ey  returned  to  Denmark,  where  they  doubtless  appca»-'*'* 
as  miserable  substitutes  for  the  expected  cargo  of  gold  and  ' 
In  tlie  following  year,  Hall  sailed  again  to  Greenland^ 
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ercw  muiinieil^  and  obliged  titm  to  return.  In  1612,  he  was 
employed  on  an  expedition  to  Greenland*  projected  Ly  some 
ySog^liak  merchants,  but  touching  on  that  part  of  the  couDtry. 
frtnn  which  lie  had  taken  the  five  Kt^quiinaux  in  bU  seeoiMi 
voyage,  he  was  recognized  aR  one  of  the  perpetiatarei  of  the  act, 
ftnd  a  native  stabbed  liim  id  the  side  with  a  dart,  of  whieU  nound 
he  died  shortly  after. 

Amongst  the  companiims  of  Hall^was  John  Kni^'ht,  whoccm* 
tributed  not  a  little  to  iiifluiuc  the  iniai^ination  of  ih«  Daiu^ 
with  the  inexhaustible  riches  of  the  ^old  aiid  silver  muiesiif 
Greenland,  and  who  was  consequently  tliought  worthy  by  tlw 
company  of  Muscovy  merchants  of  Londtm/to  command  an  expe- 
dition for  the  avowed  purpose  of  discovering;  the  North  We&l 
Passage.  Ho  accordingly  sailed  in  lt>06y  and  on  r«arhinf^ 
coast  of  Lttbrador,  his  little  barque  was  fcu  encumbered  with  ire*, 
that  he  look  refuge  in  a  small  bay*  where  it  was  his  intentioti 
to  haul  his  vessel  asbor?,  in  order  that  she  might  undergo  tb 
necessary  repairs.  Shortly  after  his  landing,  he  made  an  9Z< 
cursion  into  the  country,  in  order  to  examine  the  interior^  ns  Ihe 
existence  of  the  silver  mines  was  still  pre<lominant  in  iiis  ima- 
giimtjon.and  in  some  degree,,  he  had  been  able  to  keep  his  crevi^ 
to  their  duly,  by  the  pictures,  which  he  laid  before  them  of  tl 
enormous  riches  which  they  were  on  the  point  of  ueeumuluting* 
From  this  excursion,  however.  Knight  never  returnedpand  froii 
the  circumstance  of  the  crew  being  subsequently  furiously  at 
tacked  by  the  natives,  the  conclusion  was  drawn,  that  he  and  hi^ 
whole  party  had  been  massacred.  After  repairing  their  vessel. 
the  crew  beni  their  course  towards  Newfoundland,  and  after 
encountering  numerous  hardships  and  ^difficuUien,  they  arriv 
in  safety  in  England. 

Thus  the  merchants  of  England  saw  themselves  defeated 
ovcry  attempt  to  obtain  a  participation  in  the  Indian  commercri 
hy  either  a  north  western  or  a  north  eastern  route ;  but  atill  ihetf 
hupp  was  not  wholly  exlinguished  of  succeeding  in  theattempi) 
as  the  difficulties,  which  had  hitherti>  arisen,  were  lo  he  altri* 
buted  more  to  the  ignorance  of  the  navigation  of  the  ttonbom 
latitudes^  and  the  relative  bituatigu  of  the  adjaceiit   counlr 
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thiiTi  15  ihe  acttial  impc»fiil>ility  of  diftcovering^  where  the  p«M 

•si^ewns  to  be  found.     All  the  navigators  had  hithorto  directcA 

ih^ir  cmif»e  in  an  eastern  or  western  direction,  and  it  wa«  ihere^ 

f*       '        mined  upon  by  llie  merchants  of  London,  to   jeeud   out 

ail       I        lion   on  an  entirely  different  route,  and  to  attem|it   to 

liMeovor  a  pa?*ftag*e  hy  sailing  directly  acrofa  the   north   pole. 

Thr  fiiiUire  of  the  former  evpeditionM,  had  Keen  in   some  de^r<i 

"-  *   '*-^^  to  the  coo^mand  of  them  being  intrusted  to  men  who' 

i  elebrated  for  their  nautical  skill,  as  for  ag  the  dmpio 

iu?i|ration  of  a  vessel  extended,  were  yet  manifestly  deficient 

in  that  enlar*]^(*d  science,  which  ouf^ht  to  characterize  the  com- 

iDonder  of  an  expedition,  the  avowed  aim  of  which  was  discovery, 

Acting^  under  this  impression,  the  projectors  of  the  expedition, 

sdeeted  Henry  Hudson  as  the  commander,  a  man  who  to  con- 

iriderahio  science,  combined  the  courag"e  and  intrepidity  of  his 

ptfifbsiiinn.     On  the  Ist  of  May  1607,  ho  sailed  from  Gravesend 

HI  the  fljtiaU  barque  called  the  Hopewell,  having  a  crew  of  only 

ten  moft  and  a  hoy.     Tho  first  land  he  made  was  Greenland^ 

frr--:  r  Vrb  he  directed  his  conrse  to  Spitzberg^en,  which  he  niado 

ill  78**.    Havin«j  navigated  as  high  as  8(>\  and  the  season 

b^ag*  far  advanced,  he  directed  his  coarse  homewards,  and  ar* 

fired  in  the  Thames  on  tho  15th  September, 

Although  the  result  of  this  evpedition  was  by  no  means  pro- 
miiiihg,  tior  even  satisfactory,  yet  Hudson  sailed  the  following 
year  on  another  evpedition,  the  aim  of  which  was  the  discovery 
irf  a  n4irth -eastern  passage,  fn  this  attempt  however  he  also 
failed  and  returneil  home  on  the  Mth  August. 

Airongst  the  virtues  which  distinguish  the  English  character, 
thai  of  perseverance  in  a  good  cause,  may  be  considered  as  one 
of  the  most  conspicuous,  and  perhaps  in  no  €^ase  has  it  been 
re  strikingly  displayed,  than  in  tho  many  attempts  which 
made  to  discover  the  north  west  passage.  Expedition  after 
itiou  had  been  sent  out,  and  each  returned  with  the  same 
bie  results,  accompanied  with  the  severest  disa^t  \ 

deatla.       Hudson,  whose  character  as    a  skilful   and   >i  n 

narigaior,  was  in  these  times  of  the  highest  rank,  had  twice 
niled  on  a  Toyage  of  discovery,  without  increasing  in  any  con- 
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^iderable  degree  the  Rtock  of  knxjwledi^e    of  the  o-oogTapliiciil 


rhieh  he  had 


Bd.    Ra. 


Bituatiun,  or  extent  of  the  countn 

lying   however  upon  his  super ior  science,  and   the  &vou 
reports  which  he  made,  the  former  projectors  of  his  expedii 
determined   upon   fitting   out  another,  and    the  command 
accordingly  given  to  Hudson.     It  is  however  remurkaklef  that 
although  the  failure  of  many  of  the  preceding  expeditions,  luJ 
been  attributed  to  the  smallness  of  the  vessels  employed  on 
occa«!ion,  from  tlieir  total  incompetency  to  cont(*nd  against 
fields  of  ice,  through  which  they  had  to  make  their  way,  y 
the  present   instance,  a  tiny  vessel  of  only  fifty  five  tons, 
Ofjuipped  with   provisions  for  only  six  months,  and  with  t 
inadequate  jiieans  Hudson  sailed   to  navigate  an  ocean  in  whkh 
the  most  appalling  dangers  coo Tron ted  him  on  every  side 

For  some  time  success  appeared  to  smile  uponhira;  he  &aik*il 
through  Frobisher's  Strait,  where  he  had  lo  contend  with  contmfj 
winds,  and  vast  aecumulations  of  ice*     Persisting  however  iai 
wcsternly  course, he  arrived  at  the  north-western  pointof  Lubradori 
wliich  he  named  Cape  VVolstenholm,  near  to  which  he  discovered 
a  cluster  of  Islands  to  the  nearest  headland,  of  which  he  gavt 
the  name  of  Cape  Digges.     The  land  was  here  observed  to  hflif* 
a  southernly  direction,  and   the  heart  of  the   intrepid   marintf 
was  cheered  with  the   hope,  that  the  object  of  his  voyage  wai 
obtained,  as  a  great  open  sea  stretched  itself  befure  him,  whicll 
he  Battered  himself  might  be  the  long  sought  fur  channel  iotc 
the   Pacific.     Here    however    the   narrative  of  the   unfortunat* 
Hudson  terminates,  and  the  subsequent  part  is  only  to  be  gathered 
from  the  spurious  and  doubtful  testimony  of  Abacuk  Pricket,  on<f 
of  the  mutineers. 


For  some  time  a  spirit  of  discontent  had  manifested  itsol 
amongst  the  crew,  but  it  had  not  yet  broken  out  into  open  rebel 
lion.  From  Purchas*  Pilgrims  wc  learn,  that  Hudson  with  thi 
view  of  befriending  a  young  man  of  the  name  of  Green,  who  hai 
shown  a  predilection  for  the  sea,  took  him  und«r  his  protection^ 
and  frr>m  the  respectability  of  his  connexions,  he  was  led  tl 
believe  that  he  should  find  in  him  a  youth  of  integrity  and  honof 
For  the  purpose  of  exonerating  him  from  the  duty  of  the  ship 
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fte  iip|i>oiiit<»c]  him  to  be  his  clerk,  made  him  the  coiTi|iaiiiufi  of 
kk  cftliln,  and  treated  liim   in  every  respect,  as  if  lie  were  his 
«»fm  Mio.     The  ship  had  been  above  three  montha  threading  o 
Uhyrinth  of  ice»  and  navigating  in   channels  of  great  inlricacy^ 
md  danger,  when  finding  il  iniposKihle  In  proceed,  they  hauled  thl^ 
«Mp  on  flhnre,  and  in  about  ten  days  afterwards  the  ice  formed  an 
impassable  barrier  around  ihem.     With  the  viow  of  cncouraj^ingB 
lii.*  erew,  Hudson  pf«»vetl   to  them  that  they  had  sailed  above  «• 
bTmdred  leagues  farther   than  any  former  navigatot,  and  that 
with  the  breaking  up  of  the  ice,  he  had  the  most  confident  hope 
i/f  pupceedio*^  in  the  obj'^cl  r4*  hi «  expedition  •.  provisions  hovrevor 
b«»5Tin  to  fall  Mhort,  and  C^rei^n  insidiousiy^ fomented  the  discontent, 
td  the  desUuctioD  of  his  generous  benefactor  and  friend.     During 
the  early  part  of  the  winter,  the  white  partridges  were  killed  in 
fimefa   abundance*   as  to   annul   any  fear  of  suffering    from  actual 
want.     These  birds  however,  from  the  constant  annoyance  to 
whith  th'*y  were  subject,  migrated  to  a  distant  quarter,  and  the 
nubftiatence  of  tlie  crew  now   depended  upon  the  swans,  geese, 
docks,  and  other  wild  fowL    which  visilod  their  place  of  abode 
m  gresit  numbers,  but  which  could  not  be  killed  with  the  same 
ikcilily  aa  the  partridges.     This  resource  even  at  last  failed  them, 
ami  the  crew  were  obliged  to  live  on  moss  and  frogs.* 

On  ll>e  return  of  the  sprbig  the  ice  broke  up,  and  the  crew  now 
fnind  a  supply  of  food  from  the  fish,  which  they  caught  in  large 
numbers,  but  this  resource  soon  failed  them,  and  the  murmurs 
of  the  crew  became  deep  and  loud.  Hudson  perhaps  fureseeing 
lliat  il  would  be  impossible  to  quell  the  ugit*i  itm  of  his  crew. 
fD  Mig  as  they  were  in  an  inactive  state,  made  the  ftecessary 
pr  iiis  for  his   departure,  and  with  tears    in  his  eye<t,  lie 

di^ufrrLiUii   to  the  crew  the   stock  of  provisions  that  remained 
which  was  barely  sufficient  for  fourteen  days. 

It  vrtt  <M1  the  :^lst  June  that  the  conspiracy  broke  out,  an 
p   '  indeed   were  the  feelings  of  Hudson^   whf*n  he  fuund 

ill  n  uriR  :i(  tbo  head  of  it.     It  was  the  plan  of  On.*<»nand 


W»  l«Vc  rtrcn  this  r*t  j  '.he  »utUnrity  of  PiirchAai,  bat  U  cirfi«-«  wtth  W   it*  nwQ 

lliiQ,  tfltUeftt^^  ^<  a  -^  .4.1;  ftaiinaJt  un^  could  oot  l>e  taica  in  ihc?  dci>tii  ol^  nm 
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tlic  Other  conspirators  to  torn  llie  tapUin  and  ihe  sink  adiif^ 
by  which  a  greater  quantity  of  provisions  wuulil  fill  to  their  owl 
lul.  So  well  orpmized  was  Uie  conspiracy ♦  that  the  connpiratoa 
houDd  themselves  by  an  oath,  which  ran  us  follows,  '*  Vou  slml 
swear  truth  to  God»  your  prhice  and  country  ;  you  shuU  do  nothiog 
but  to  the  g:Iory  of  God  and  the  good  of  the  action  in  hand,  and 
harm  to  no  man/*  This  oalh  being  taken  by  all  the  conspirator^i 
Hudson  was  seized  and  bound,  and  with  the  sick  and  raaimeil, 
Was  Inwei-ed  into  the  boat,  making  altogether  nine  persons.  Tha 
provisions  which  w*a8  given  them  were  scarcely  sufficient  fortwfli 
days  maintenance,  consisting  of  only  a  small  quantity  of  meal; 
hut  they  were  provided  with  a  fowling  piece,  some  ammunition^ 
and  an  iron  pot,  in  which  to  cook  any  victuals  that  might  fall  ill 
their  way. 

In  this  melancholy  situation,  with  nothing  but  a  slow  an4 
horrible  deallj  before  them,  the  towing  rope  was  cut,  and  tbfl 
boat  went  adrifi  amongst  the  floating  ice,  in  a  situation  in  whidi 
death  awaited  them  every  mon^ent.  Vain  was  the  hope  of  Hud^^on 
to  fall  in  with  a  ship,  which  could  rescue  him  from  his  perih^irt 
condition ;  and  from  the  treatment  which  the  natives  of  thl 
country  had  received  from  former  navigalors,  Wtio  instead  o 
conciliating  them  by  presents  and  other  acts  of  kindness,  lia^ 
frequently  kidnapped  severi^l  and  carried  them  away  with  them  — 
it  was  considered  as  throwing  themselves  into  the  hands  of  tbcil 
murderers,  to  land  upon  any  part  of  the  coast.  Of  the  moiipQ 
in  which  the  brave  Hudson,  and  his  unfortunate  compani^ui^e  md 
their  deaths  no  information  was  ever  received;  it  was  hnwet^ 
iiscertained^  that  ibe  mutineers  no  sooner  saw  the  boat  withthoil 
lale  captain  in  it  out  of  sight,  than  they  quarrelled  amon^ 
themselves  as  to  the  course  which  they  should  piu^sue.  The) 
seemed  to  be  aware  of  the  consequences  which  would  follow  thom 
wore  they  to  return  to  luiglaod  ;  and  Green,  who  was  elected  U 
be  their  captain,  determined  to  kef'p  the  sea,  until  he  had  i\u 
king's  seal  to  show  fur  his  safety.  On  their  arrival  at  Cap* 
Digges,  Green  went  on  shore^  and  in  a  quarrel  with  the  nativin 
was  killed.  The  sufferings  of  the  mutineers  were  now  so  grrai 
that  they  wara  compelled   to  eat  their  candles,  and   to  fry   th 


BxriniTioN  or  ms  TnoMit  button. 


SI 


ins  and  cmshed  bones  of  the  fowls,  which  with  a  littlo  vinegar 

reported  lo  have  made  •*  a  good  di^^h  of  raeate.^     Robert  Iver 

m   second   of  the  mutmeers,   died   of  actual    want,    and   the 

(DmaiDder  of  the  crew  reached  Galloway  in  Ireland,  in  safety. 

The   report  of  the  discovery  by  Hudson  of  a  great  aea  to  the 

eitward  of  Cape  Woistenholme,  was  considered  by  the  English 

IMSfcfaiiiits  as  strongly  indicative  of  the  existence  of  the  north 

reslem  passage,  and  in  order  to  determine  the  outlet  of  that  aea^ 

n  expedition  was  fitted  out,  the  command  of  which  wa<!  given 

Capt«  (afterwards  Sir  Thomas)  Button.     It  may  appear  con- 

fmjj  to  prtidence  and  sound  judgment,  to  have  accepted  in  this 

ncpedilionj  of  the  sorvices  of  two  men,  who  were  implicated  in 

lie  mutiny*  by  which  the  unfortunate  Hudson  lost  his  life ;  hut 

Jieir  well  known  skill  and  experience  in  the  navigation  of  the 

orthern  *ieas,«eemed  to  operate  as  an  equipoise  to  the  criminality 

^f  their  fotmer  conduct,  which  they   succeeded   in   convincing 

Iheir  employers  was  more  forced  upon  them  by  the  threats  of 

ihetr  componious,  than  the  actual   result  of  their  own  cruel  and 

perSdious  dispositions*     The  iiamoa  of  these  men  were  Pricket 

nnd  Bylot,  the  latter  of  whom  bore  the  reputation  of  being  one 

f  the  most  skilful  pilots  of  hi«  time,  although  in  other  respects 

icrcft  of  any  of  the  advantages  of  even  a  common  education. 

This  expedition  sailed  in  1612,  the  names  of  the   vessels  being 

Ibe  aaine  as  those  which  were  under  the  command  of  the  ee1e« 

IfmtadCook,  in  his  last  voyage — the  Resolution  and  the  Discovery 

Capt.   Button  shaped  his  course  direct  for  Hudson^s  Strait«, 

ilh  ih©  view  of  penetrating  into  the  great  open  sea  as  de»<cribed 

sy  Hudson;  continuing  in  a  westerly  course,  he  fell  in  with  the 

main  bind  of  America  in  latitude  60°  40;  to  which  he  gave   tlie 

imrae  of  Hopes  Checked,     Finding  his  passage  impeded  to  ihs 

W^lwardt  he  bent  his  course  southward,  and  in  latitude  57'^  I  I 

ilijieovefed  a  river,  lo  which  he  gave  the  name  of  Nelson's  River. 

luid  where  he  determined  to  pass  the  winter;  the  cold  however 

liecanie  so  intense,  thnt  many  of  the  crew  died,  and  the  renuiindcr 

wcri)   supported   through  their  sufferinge,  and   prevented    from 

jii^lding  ihemselves  up  to  despair,  solely  by  the  judicious  and 

bk   ronduci  af  their  captain.    He  diverted  Xlwt  mind^  from 
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ilwelling  on  ihe  misery  and  privaliuDS  which  they  vs  it?r- 

going,  by  proposing  to  them  questions  on  navigation  and  g«N)- 
graphy*  and  by  thus  blending  aiuusement  wilh  instruction*  be 
kept  their  spirits  from  drooping,  whilst  he  wa§  eonttnuailjr 
cheering  thorn  with  the  prospect  of  a  speedy  termination  to  ibeir 
6uff6ring9.  Ab  the  spring  advanced,  game  became  more  abundant, 
and  so  numerous  were  the  white  partridges,  that  it  was  computed 
that  above  twenty  two  thousand  were  killed  and  consumed  by 
the  crew. 

On  the  disappearance  of  the  ice  in  April,  Button  launched  hri 
vessels,  and  bent  his  course  northward,  sailing  along  the  we^iiom 
coast  of  Hudson's  Bay,  as  far  as  latitude  65°,  where  he  fell  jti 
with  a  number  of  islands^  to  wliich  he  gave  the  name  of  Mancel'i 
Islands,  but  which  are  now  laid  down  iu  the  charts  as  Man^ 
field^s  Islands,  This  may  be  considered  as  the  utmost  bonudttry 
of  Sir  Thomas  Button's  discoveries,  for  after  passing  a  few  days 
in  the  vicinity  of  ManceVs  Islands,  he  directed  his  course  homo- 
wards,  passing  Cape  Chidley,  and  after  a  very  <juiek  passagt 
arrived  in  England,  at  the  close  of  the  autumn  of  1613. 

Button  was  certainly  the  first  English  navigator,  who  reached 
the  eastern  coast  of  America^  on  the  western  side  of  Had^oni 
Bay,  and  it  may  be  added  that  there  ist  perhaps,  scarcely  any 
navigator,  who  conducted  his  expedition  with  greater  skill  and 
judgment  than  Sir  Thomas  Button,  it  is  also  much  to  b&  regret* 
ted  that  no  history  was  ever  published  of  his  voyage,  on  whidl 
account  much  is  left  to  conjecture  as  to  the  real  issue  of  it, 
and  to  the  actual  extent  of  his  discoveries.  An  old  and  very 
interesting  letter  from  Sir  Thomas  Button^  to  Lord  Secretary^ 
Dorchester  has  lately  been  discovered  by  Mr.  Lemon,  in  the  Stati 
paper  office,  in  which  no  doubt  is  expressed  of  the  possibility  o 
making  the  north  west  passage.  This  curious  document  is 
follows : 

'*  First,  whether  there  be  any  likely  hood  or  probalitye  lo€om< 
pa^s  the  design ^yea  or  noe.     To  tliat  I  answer  that  my  opiaii 
is  no  we  as  it  ever  bath  bin,  since  my  return  from  thence, 
as  1  then  delivered  it,  with  the  particular  reasons  of  it,  ta 
most  rovall  Master,  of  most  famous  memorye»  that  there   wi 
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KlDgo  Jaine9,  thai  beingc  undertakea  in  a  fitting  Yf^y^*  ^mi  m 

dowe  season  I  made,  and  doe  make,  as  full  accounpt  of  ihe  fea* 

libl^iiesc  i»f  U,  as  I  doe  of  iiny  knowne  chanell  ihat  is  be«t  knowne 

to  us  in  lhe«e  Norther  paries,  and  to  be  performed  with  as  little 

diiing«?r,  and  was  soe  npproved  by  His  Matie  to  be;  who  inforsi 

u  tnanye,  and  as  important  questions,  for  his  owne  satisfactions, 

M  if  all  the  best  expcrienst  mHrriTiers  of  the  Chrislian   World 

Imd  convenled   lheni8<*Ues  t*>gealher,  lo  have    drawne  tile  in- 

ter^atories«     The  same  reasons  have  I  delivered  to  many  most 

bunorable  and  knowinge  persons^  and  to  our  best  Mathauiati- 

cians,  as  Mr,  Brigfj^^s,  Mr.  Wells,  and  others,  with  all  the  bei 

masters  and  mari  ers  of  our  Kitjgdomc,  as  alsoe  to  others^  boti 

Hollanders  and  French  ;  and  in  my  discourse  with  any  one  of  them 

alli  thi>y  never  went  unsatisfied  from  me,  of  the  probabilitio  of 

il  J  und  for  farther  accompt  herein  att  presentt,  I  can  give  non  ; 

bill  if  my  journall,  or  any  other  my  notes  or  papers  (with  oujrht 

elU  in  me)  may  give  His  Matie  any  farther  or  fuller  satii^faetionp 

when  T  waight  on  His  Highne8s,  which  I  hope  will  be  much 

•ooner  than  is  fitt  for  them   to  advaunce   (for  to  sett  out  too 

lymelyt,  is  lo  faide  too  soone  into  that  danger,  that  too  late  a 

rcpoofanco  cannot  healpe  them  out  on)   I  will  doe  my  besip 

out  of  my  auld  experience,  to  affnrther  the  good  of  it,  and  prevent 

the  evells  and   inconveniencies  that  prelendinge  men,  of  little 

expurieuoot  or  not  att  all,  may  suddenly  bring  uppon  it ;~ for  I 

will  bowldlie  eaye,  that  whoe  shal  be  fitt  to  have  the  manedg- 

iage  of  this  unparaleld  busines,  ought  first  to  be  soe  religiuusei 

it  to  bould  his  end  the  happiest,  that  dyes  for  the  glorye  of  God, 

tlio  honor  of  his  Kitige,  and  the  publique  good  of  bis  Countrye; 

ill    wblehp  in  this  designe,    have  their  severall   and   perticuler 

ioter^sit;  and  therefore  he  must  not  looke  backe  for  feare  of  the 

dainger  of  either   unknowne   coastes,   hideouse  stormes,  darko 

•jid  loiige  continewed  mistes,  to  lye  amonge  and  all  wayes  to 

leo  more  landes  and  islands  of  lee,  than  he  can  see  of  sea,  and 

aft  tymeff  rocks  under  him  in  sight,  when  he  shall,  within  thrice 

bla  ships  lenght,  fynde  twentye  fathom  water;  and  to  incountor 

tbiff  imtlet  favor,  must  he  be  well  armed,  that  shall  undergoe 

ihia  biiiiines :  for  thrice  sithence  my  beinge  tliere,   hath  it  bin 
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that  you  may  have  the  year  before  you,  so  that  you  ^o  no  Cird 
Bouilierly  as  that  you  may  touch  the  north  part  of  Japan,  froa 
whence  or  from  Yedzo,  if  you  can  so  compa«tRe  it  without  d» 
gers,  we  wouUi  have  you  to  brin^  home  one  of  the  men  of  th 
country,  and  so  God  blessing  you  with  alt  expedition  to  maki 
your  return  home  again/' 

It  was  onthe  26th  March  1616,  that  the  Discovery  eaUed  fron 
Gravesend,  and   after  a  prosperous  voyage  across  the   atlanti< 
they  reached  Duvls*  Strait,  and  came  to  an  anchor  in  a  sound,  id 
latitude  TO**  W\     An  attempt  was  made  to  enter  into  a  frieodl] 
communication  with  the  niiiives,  but  rather  than  commit  th€ 
selves  into  any  intercourse,  they  made  a  precipitate  fiiglit,  icaviii| 
even  their  dogs  behind  them,  in  whicha  great  part  of  their  riohe 
is  made  to  consist;  for,  without  these  useful  anintals  they  would 
b^  unable  to  travel  to  their  different  fishing  stations,  or  to  trans- 
port themselves  and  families  to  their  distant  locations.     From 
some  gestures  and  exclamations  which  the  natives  made,  pointincr 
constantly  to  the  Sun>  it  was  conjectured  that  the  opimon  restefl 
in  their  mind,  that  the  strangers   had  dropped  from  that  lumfl 
nary,  and  that  their  visit  boded  no  good  to  them.     They  appeare<l 
to  be  in  a  wretched  state  of  indigence,  living  chiefly  on  seall 
flesh,  which  they  devoured  in  a  raw  state.  1 

As  the  summer  advanced  the  ice  began  gradually  u*  disapneoM 
and  Baffin,  determined  to  keep  a  norlhernly  course,  but  at  midi 
summer  the  cold  was  so  intense,  that  the  sails  and  ropes  couM 
not  be  handled, on  account  of  (heir  frozen  state.  As  they  approaches 
the  latitude  of  75°,  the  ice  had  disappeared,  and  tlieir  hope  J 
success  was  strongly  excited  when  they  saw  before  them  an  open 
sea,  the  navigation  of  which  appeared  to  he  free  and  uninterruptil 
ed  and  leading  perhaps  directly  into  the  Pacific.  Meeting  witH 
some  tempestuous  weather,  they  were  forced  into  a  8(»und,  ifl 
which  the  whales  were  so  numerous  that  it  was  named  fVhaSM 
Sound.  Sailing  from  this  sound,  they  took  refuge  in  anotbn 
inlet,  which  extended  northward  to  78 \  and  to  which  they  gnvi| 
the  name  of  Sir  Tliomm  SmiiKs  Sound,  Speaking  of  this  sound 
Baffin  tsays,  •♦It  is  admirable  io  one  respect,  because  in  it  is  i\m 
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ffttest  variation  in  the  compass  of  any  part  of  the  world  known, 

by  divers  good  observations,  I  found  it  to  he  above  five  points 

MP  varied  to  the  westward.** 

In  pursuance  of  hifi  instructions,  Baffin  directed  liis  course  in  a 

ivith  westerly  direction  and  to  hh  great  mortification  Boon  made 
and  (It  the  entrance  of  a  sound,  to  which  he  gfavo  the  name  of 
Alderman  Joneses  Sound,  and  proceeding  slill  further  w^estward^ 
hediMTOvered  in  hititude  74'*  40  another  great  opening',  which 
WIS  named  Sir  James  Lancaster's  Sound,  The  hope  of  the  dis- 
covery of  the  passag"e  was  now  copKiderably  diminished,  for 
BaiTiii  began  to  suspect  that  he  was  only  .filing  in  a  large  bay> 
on  the  boundaries  of  which  some  good  harbours  might  be  found, 
liut  which  might  not  contain  any  inlet,  or  strait  which  led  into  the 
Pacific.  In  many  places  the  shore  now  became  inaccessible  from 
ice.  and  which,  on  their  approach  southwards,  appeared  rather 
io  incrcjiRe  than  to  diminish;  having  sailed  down  to  the  latitude 
of  6.V'  40',  and  the  barrier  of  ice  still  increasing,  all  hope  of 
effecting  the  passage  was  abandoned  :  several  of  the  crew  wcm 
led  by  sickness,  the  scurvy  having  appeared  amongst  them, 
it  was  therefore  determined  to  direct  their  course  for  Green- 
and*  where  such  herbs  could  be  gathered  as  would  check  the 
Progress  of  the  disease.  Having  remained  there  some  time  for 
he  recovery  of  the  crew%  they  left  on  the  6th  August,  and  ar- 
^ved  at  Plymouth  on  the  13lh  Sf^ptember,  "for  which,  says 
laffitt^and  all  other  bles^sings,  ihe  Lord  make  usthankfull." 

The  extreme  severity  of  the  climate,  superadded  to  the  dan- 

ers  of  the  navigati'>n,  imd  the  risk  of  perishing  by  fannine  dur- 

ng  the  winter  months,  deterred  the  majority  of  navigators  from 

r«KM*culing  the  discovpries  in  the  north  west;  and  indeed,  the 

list  voynge  of  Baffin  seemed  conclusive  of  the  impracticability  oi 

■1'  a  passage  round  the  north   of  the  American  continent, 

a         i„ii  some  were  still  sanguine  enough  to  believe  that  the 

lasiMige  could  be  found,  provided  the  attempt  were  made  at  a 

Kf»per  season  of  the  year,  and  in  a  higher  latitude  than  that 

i  hich  had  been  hitherto  explored.     The  English  merchants  coa 

ndered  that  they  had  been  imposed  upon  by  the  favourable  re 

lf\rtA,  which  had  been  successively  promulgated  by  the  different 

8  I 
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iijivi^ators,  who  had  been  employed  by  ihem  in  ihe  north  westw 
dij«icovorie8»  as  not  the  slig'htest  benefit  had  accrued  tothemindi 
Tidually,  and  their  patriotism  wa^  not  of  that  exalted  charactef 
as  to  induce  them  to  incur  the  expence  of  an  expedition  for  ihl 
mere  purpose  of  solving  a  geographical  problem,  or  of  discowr- 
ing'  a  sound  or  river,  whifh  presented  no  other  advantage  thai 
offering  a  liarbour,  where  their  ships  coutd  lie  snugly  frozen  ti| 
with  perhaps  a  very  remote  chance  of  ever  being  able  to  navigiiil 
ihe  ocean  aj^ain. 

Fifteen  years  had  elnp'^ed  since  the  expedition  of  Baffin,  dunn| 
which  iiilervaL  llie  disrovery  of  ihe  north  west  passj^ge  wai 
treated  as  one  of  those  chimeras^  which  had  started  into  the  he«( 
of  some  vlftionaries,  without  the  slightest  chance  of  its  roalist 
tion. 

It  niusl  however,  he  acknowledged,  that  although  disaiipnint 
menl  had  attended  every  attempt  to  discover  the  wished-for  pa** 
iage,  yet  that  the  attention  of  the  country,  had  been  thereby  dra 
to  some  great  commercial  urnlortakings,  amongst  which  may  ta 
enumerated,  the  establishment  of  the  Hudsons  Bay  Compan^i 
and  the  Greenland  Whale  Fishery.  Still  however,  the  spirit  •• 
discovery  was  not  wholly  extinct  in  England,  although  it  mighl 
have  lain  for  some  time  dormant*  for  in  1631,  Capt.  Fox,  wIk 
to  make  use  of  his  own  words  **  had  been  itching  after  northei 
discovery!  ever  since  16(>6,  when  he  wished  in  have  gone 
mate  to  J(»hn  Knight  ;'*  obtained  from  Charles  I„  the  loan  of 
of  his  ships,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  expUiring  the  arctt 
regions,  and  discovering  the  north  west  passage.  As  thi 
expedition  was  fitted  out  under  the  auspices  of  government,  th 
commander  was  supplied  with  many  scientific  instruinentu,  mi, 
the  history  of  all  the  discoveries  of  his  predecessors,  and  wit 
an  autograph  letter  of  the  king  to  the  emperor  of  Japan. 

Fox,  in  regard  to  b'*  aersonal  character,  was  not  well  fitti 
for  the  eominander  of  an  ei^^dition,  in  which  an  indulgen 
and  conciliating  disposition  towards  the  seamen  was  requisit 
and  their  esteem  anl  attachnient  were  to  be  gained  by  aOabt 
Illy,  and  a  8CfupttJo'»  attention  to  their  wants  and  necessitii 
.  U«  was  by  ao  means  deficient  in  natural  courage^  but  the  conce 
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ifts  impressed  open  his  mind,  that  he  was  eminently  superior 
n  nautical  skill  and  mental  acquirements  to  any  of  his  predeces- 
lors.  His  very  language  parUkes  of  this  latter  trait  in  his 
^racter,  for  in  the  history  of  his  voyage  /'  he  admonishes  the 
^ntle  reader  not  to  expect  here,  any  flourishing  phrases,  or 
^uent  terms ;  for  this  child  of  mine,  begot  in  the  north  west  s 
cold  clime,  where  they  breed  no  scholars,  is  not  able  to  digest 
the  sweet  milk  of  rhetoric/* 

Fox  never  reached  a  higher  latitude  than  66'',  for  his  progress 
op  Hudson*s  Strait  was  greatly  impeded  by  the  ice,  although  in 
lise,  the  masses  wejre  *' never  bigger  than  a  large  church."  He 
daims  to  himself  the  honor  of  being  the  discoverer  of  an  island, 
to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  Sir  Thomas  Rowe's  Welcome, 
and  where  he  found  the  burying  places  of  the  natives.  The 
corpse  appears  to  be  deposited  generally  with  the  head  to  the 
westward,  in  a  kind  of  coflin,  made  of  loose  plank,  and  placed 
ipoa  a  platform  of  drift  wood,  which  is  sometimes  raised  to  the 
height  of  two  feet.  With  the  bodies  were  deposited  bows, 
amiws,  and  other  warlike  instruments.  A  double  tent  of  spars 
rf  drift  wood,  put  together  closely,  is  erected  over  the  coffin  as 
t  covering,  to  secure  the  body  from  the  depredations  of  the  foxes, 
bears,  and  wolves.  The  rapacity  however  of  these  animals, 
enables  them  in  a  short  time  to  break  through  this  feeble  protec- 
tion, and  not  a  vestige  of  the  corpse  is  then  to  be  found.  In 
aome  instances  the  coffin  and  planks  are  omitted  altogether,  and 
the  corpse  then  rests  simply  on  the  drift  wood. 

Fox  returned  to  England  in  the  month  of  October,  full  of  con- 
ceit of  the  discoveries  which  he  had  made,  and  of  the  great  and 
loble  actions  which  he  had  achieved,  at  the  same  time  boasting 
'  that  he  had  not  lost  one  man  nor  boy,  nor  any  manner  of  tackling 
having  been  forth  near  six  months,  all  glory  be  to  God.^'  It  did 
not  however  escape  observation,  that  the  pride  of  Fox  was 
'A  ounded  by  the  i  nfavourable  issue  of  the  voyage,  although  he 
n.odified  his  chagrin,  by  declaring  that  he  had  contributed  ver;^ 
brgely  to  the  discovery  of  the  north-west  passage,  in  having  been 
iie  discoverer  of  the  island  which  he  had  vMlffK(tSif  Thomas 
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Rowers  Welcomej  and  where  he  expressed  hiti  firm  opinion 
iho  passage  would  ultimately  be  fuuiid, 

III  almost  all  the  expeditions,  whiL-h  had  been  fitted 
for  the  prosecution  of  the  northern  discoveries,  the  merchan 
Bristol  appear  not  only  to  have  been  the  chief  projectors  of  tl 
but  also  to  have  cheerfully  borne  the  whole  expenoe,  althi 
the  object  might  in  reality  be  called  a  national  one,  and  not 
any  degree  to nlined  to  individual  profit.  In  no  instance  waslbil 
laudable  and  patriotic  spirit  more  strikingly  evinced  on  theptiri 
of  the  Bristol  merchants,  than  when  the  appointment  of  Fost  ta 
the  command  of  the  expedition  took  place,  fur  they  appeured  m 
resolved  not  to  be  excelled  by  the  London  merchants  in  maritima 
activity,  or  in  their  endeavours  to  discover  an  eader  and  a  shorter 
route  to  India,  that  they  fitted  out  an  expedition  to  the  samt 
quarter*  and  the  comnmnder  Captain  James,  was  furnished  wllh 
tlie  game  instructions  as  Fox,  and  also  with  ihe  same  credenlidli 
from  the  King.  Captain  James  had  dintinguished  himself  as  aa 
able  eeaman  in  several  voyages  which  he  had  ma<Ie  acrog«  lh« 
Atlantic,  but  he  was  wholly  ignorant  of  the  art  of  navigating  A 
vessel  among-st  ice,  and  in  fact,  previously  to  his  appointmeni 
the  command  by  the  Bristol  merchants,  it  may  be  said  that 
never  seen  a  mass  of  float in*^  ice  in  his  life.  In  Hudson* 
he  met  with  $fuch  tempestuous  weather,  that  he  says,  **  the 
60  continually  over-reached  us,  that  we  were  like  Jonas  in  the 
whale *8  belly /^  Either  from  timidity,  or  insuperable  obstacleei 
lie  was  unable  to  cross  Hudson's  Strait ;  but  there  is  one  eircum-* 
stance  which  redounds  to  bis  character,  and  in  some  degree 
absolves  him  from  the  charge  uf  cowardice  ;  which  is,  that  unhk4 
many  of  his  predecessors,  he  determined  to  winter  in  those  inho» 
pitable  regions,  although  he  was  by  no  means  prepared,  either  bj 
on  adequate  supply  of  provisions,  or  necessary  clothing  for  his  men 
to  endure  the  rigour  of  an  arctic  winter.  He  fixed  upon  an  i^lam 
now  known  aa  Charlton  Island,  in  latitude  5*1"  as  his  winter  f«5«S 
donco,  and  a  hut  was  built  for  the  reception  of  the  sick,  wbici 
being  covered  with  the  main  nukil,  and  as  James  expresses  him 
sel&  "  thatched  with  snow/  was  alt  the  habitation  which  the" 
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Ind  lo  protect  them  from  the  intense  severity  of  th«  winter. 
FDrtunately  for  them,  they  wore  nble  to  collect  a  sufEcieney  of 
drift  wood,   to  enable  them  to  keep  up    large  fires ;  but  never- 
lk»elei«i8  their    wine»  vinegar^  oil,  and   in  fact,   every  thing  lliatj 
was  liquid  was  frozen  so  hard,  tlial  they   were   obliged  la  cut  ifl 
with  a  hatchets     To  augment   their  sufferings,  they  were  atj 
ked  with  the  scurvy,  which  reduced  the  crew  to  such  a  itatra 
lussilude,  that  it   was  the  month  of  July  before   they  couldfl 
gain  strength  sufficient  to  get  the  ship  in  a  state  of  readiness  fol^ 
fir  homeward  voyage.   The  charge  of  extreme  timidity  has  been 
ight  against  James,  in  his  conduct  during  the  whole  of  this 
^age;  but  it  is  a  question»the  solution  of  which  is  rather  in  hia 
CivuuTr  whether  the  difficulties  which  he  so  magnified  as  to  ren^ 
^m  the  north  west  passage  not  only  an  improbable,  but  an  im- 
pruclicable  object,  remain  not  even  to  the  present  day  in  their  j 
full  force ;  and  which  the  late  voyages  of  Ross  and  Parry  havi^ 
not  in  the  least  degree  removed.     The  simple  contradict  ion  of 
opinions  of  James  by  those,  who  considered  themselves  t^| 
"fted  with  greater  sagacity  and  skill   in  the  conduct  of  it' 
;r  enterprise^  by  no  means  invalidates  the  arguments  which 
be  brought  forward  touching  the  improbability  of  a  north  wesH 
psHige;  they  have  hitherto  been  verified  without  a  single  ex» 
ceptioo,  and  the  cavillers  of  James  must  <idduce  their  irrefragable 
proofs  of  the  rectitude  of  their  own  views,  before  his  recorded 
lions  can  be  negatived.  4 

Id  the  Cabinet  Cyclopaedia  are  the  following  remarks  onfl 
llie  subsequent  attempts  to  discover  the  north  west  passages  M 
**  The  voyages  to  Hudson's  Bay,  although  they  did  not  di»^ 
prove  tli6  existence  of  a  north  west  passage,  were  not  calculated 
to  raise  sanguine  expectations  of  finding  it  in  that  quarter.  Be-j 
sides  the  difficulties  of  the  navigation^  and  the  hardships  arisingj 
from  the  climate,  gave  navigators  a  disinclination  to  proceefl 
ihitlier.  The  English  had  almost  forgotten  Hudson's  Bay  when 
an  accident  again  drew  their  attention  towards  it,  and  it  becamor' 
the  object  of  commercial,  when  it  had  ceased  to  awaken  geogra- 
pUical  interest/'  m 

The  French  settlers  in  Canada,  in  their  travels  through  thcr 
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interior  in  search  of  peltry,  at  length  arrived  on  the  shores 
Hudson's  Bay,  One  of  these  adventurers  named  Gros^elic 
having  visited  that  coast,  conceived  that  it  possessed  grent  ad- 
vantages for  the  prosecttiion  of  the  fur  trade.  He  proceeded  to 
France  and  laid  his  representations  before  government.  He  did. 
not  however  meet  with  any  encouragement  from  the  Fren 
ministers,  hut  the  English  ambassador  at  Paris  listened  to  him] 
with  attention,  and  gave  him  a  letter  to  Prince  Rupert,  *itk 
which  he  came  over  to  England  ;  here  he  was  favorably  recei\eJj 
and  immediately  engaged  to  go  out  in  one  of  his  majesty's  shin*, 
not  merely  to  make  a  settlement  in  Hudson's  Bay,  but  abu  to 
seek  again  for  the  passage  to  China  by  the  north-w^est.  Ro- 
lipecting  this  projected  voyage,  Mr.  Oldenburgh,  the  first  secretary 
to  the  royal  society,  writes  in  the  following  terras  to  the  cole* 
brated  Mr.  Boyle:  "  Surely  I  need  not  tell  you  from  hence  what 
is  said  here  with  great  joy,  of  the  discovery  of  a  north-we 
passage,  made  by  two  English  and  one  Frenchman,  latelj 
represented  by  them  to  his  majesty  at  Oxford,  and  aoftwertd 
the  royal  grant  of  a  vessel  to  sail  into  Hudson's  Bay,  and  thenc 
into  the  South  Seas ;  these  men  affirming  as  I  heard,  that  wit! 
a  boat  they  went  out  of  a  lake  in  Canada,  into  a  river  whic 
discharged  itself  north-west  into  the  South  Sea,  into  which  they 
went,  and  returned  norlh*east  into  Hudson's  Bay/* 

Captain  Zacfmriah  Gtllam  was  appointed  to  carry  out  Groiffe 
liez  to  Hudson's  Bay,  and  to  pros^ecute  the  north-western  dk 
coveries.  Gillam  wintered  at  Rupert's  River,  considerably  to  iIm 
north  of  Charlton  Island,  yet  he  dues  not  complain  of  the  severiij 
and  long  continuance  of  the  cold,  from  which  James'  comiisni 
suffered  so  much.  At  this  place  Capt.  Gillam  laid  the  foundatioj^ 
of  the  first  English  settlement,  by  building  a  small  stone  furl,  la 
which  he  gave  the  name  of  Fort  Charles,  The  king,  who  hai 
encouraged  the  expedition,  continued  to  favor  the  adventurers  i^ 
consideration  of  their  having  undertaken  at  their  own  costs  and 
charges,  an  expedition  to  Hudson's  Bay,  for  the  discovery  of  i 
new  passage  into  the  South  Sea,  and  for  the  finding  of  some  tmd^ 
•n  furs,  minerals,  and  other  commodities,  whereby  great  Bd%*an'^ 
tage  might  probably  arise  to  the  king  and  his  dominiorks,     Hi^ 
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majearty  for  the  better  profxiotiog  their  endeavours  for  the  got  d 
*if  bis  people,  was  pleaned  to  confer  on  them  exclusively  all  tl  i 
kods  and  territories  in  Hudson^s  Bay,  together  with  all  the  trade 
ihereof,  and  all  other  which  they  should  acquire,  &c.  This 
extraordinary  charter,  with  its  sweeping  exclusive  privileges, 
which  was  granted  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Corapany  in  1669,  con- 
liDOes  without  abridgement  to  the  present  day.  Though  dig* 
cofery  was  amongst  the  ostensible  objects  of  this  charter,  the 
iDdolence  of  monopoly  prevailed,  and  for  some  time  the  north* 
west  passage  seems  wholly  to  have  been  forgotten.* 

It*  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenih  century,  Mr  Knight 
governor  of  the  factory  established  by  ihe  Hudson's  Bay  companj 
00  Nelson's  River,  learned  from  the  native  Indians,  that  at  son 
distance  to  the  northward,  and  on  the  banks  of  a  navigable  river 
tnlel,  there  was  a  rich  mine  of  native  copper.  He  immedi* 
ly  applied  to  the  company  for  ships  to  discover  this  rich  mine  » 
ots  representations  however  met  with  no  attention^  and  he  waij 
dbliged  to  remind  the  company,  that  they  were  bound  by  theil 
charter  to  make  discoveries,  and  he  threatened  to  call  on  gover 
meot  to  enforce  that  condition  before  they  would  comply. 

Two  ships  were  at  length  fitted  out  for  the  expeditionithe  sole 
direction  of  which  was  entrusted  to  him,  and  he  sailed  in  1719, 
by  God*s  permission  to  find  out  the  Straits  of  Arrian,  in  order  to^ 
dbcofer  gold  and  other  valuable  commodities  to  the  northward. 
These  ships  never  returned^  and  the  fate  of  Knight  remained  for 
a  long  time  a  mystery «     A  vessel  was  despatched  in  search  of 
fCntght,  but  no  conclusive    information  was  obtained,     in  the^ 
year  1769,  however^  the  following  melancholy  intelligence  was 
collected  by  Mr.  Hearne,  from  the  Esquimaux  in  the  neighbour*  i 
hood  of  Marble  Island. 

"  When  the  vessels  arrived  at  this  place,  (Marble  Island,)  it 
was  very  late  in  the  fall,  and  in  getting  them  into  the  harbour 
largest  received  much  damage,  but  on  being  fairly  in.  the 
ii^li  began  to  build  the  house  ;  their  number  at  that  time 
seeming  t«j  be  about  fifty.  As  soon  as  the  ice  permitted  in  the 
ffillowing  summery  1720,  the  Esquimaux  paid  them  another  visit 

«  C^MQ«r  CrclrpMdi«»  >fantte#  uid  Inhaa  Dlicorerr,  V^.  11. 
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i^y  which  time  iho  number  of  the  English  wns  very  gretttly  w* 
duced,  and  those  that  were  living*  seome*!  very  unhealthy.     Ac- 
cording to  the  account  given  by  the  Esquimaux,  they  were  then 
very  busily  employed,    but  about  what  they  could  not  easily 
describe  *  probably  in  lengthening  the  long  boat,  for  at  a  little 
distance  from  the  house,  there  was  now  lying  a  great  quantity  of 
3ak  chips,  which  had  been  made  most  assuredly  by  carpenters.*' 
**  A  sickness  and  famine  occasioned  such  havoek  among  the 
English,  that  by  setting  in  of  the  second  winter,  their  number 
was  reduced  to  twenty.     That  winter,   1720,  some  of  the  Efiqui- 
maux  took  up  ttieir  abode  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  harbour  t'l 
that  on  which  the  English  had  built  their  houses,  and  frequently 
nupplied  them  with  sueh  provisions  as  they  had,  which  chicflif 
con»«isted    of    whales'  blubber^    and  seals'  flesh,  and  train  oil. 
When  the  spring  advanced,  the  Esquimaux  went  to  the  cooti* 
nent,  and  on  their  visiting  Marble  island  again  in  the  summer  of 
1T21,  they  only  found  five  of  the  English  alive,  and  those  wem 
in  such  distress  for  provisions,  that  they  eagerly  ate  the  seaW 
fle<ih,  and  whales'  blubber,  quite  rawj  as  they  purchaned  it  frod 
the  natives.     This  disordered   them  so  much,  that  three  of  thoi4 
died  in  a  few  days,  and  the  other  two,  though  very  weak,  matU 
a  shift  to  bury  them.     Those  two  survived  many  days  after  thl 
rest,  and  frequently  went  to  the  top  of  an  adjacent  rmk,  anl 
earnestly  looked  to  the  south  and  east,  as  if  in  expectation  of  aonl 
vessels  coining  to  their  relief.      After  continuing  there  fur  ^ovm 
lime  together, Mind  nothing  appearing  in  sight,  they  ml  dowj 
close  together  and  wept  bitterly      At  length  one  of  thetwoilicq 
and  the  other  s  strength  was  so  far  exhausted,  that  he  fell  do*%l 
and  died  also  in  attempting  to  dig  a  grave   for   his  companioi 
The  skulls  and  other  large  bones  of  those  two  men  are  now  lyiij 
above  ground  close  to  the  house.     The  longest  liver  wu8,  aecora 
in^*  to  the  account  of  the  Esquimaux^  always  employed  in  v^OfM 
ing  iron  into  implements  for  them,  probably  he  was  the  armnurJ 
or  smith/'  I 

The  great  question  of  the  discovery  of  the  north  w< '^M^^H 
«age  ceasiHl  for  fiome  time,  on  account  of  the  greiii  improbl^l 
of  its  existence  having  been   so  strongly    expri>s«ed    by    ^| 
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anies,  and  other  subsequent  navigators,  to  excite  tlie  attention 
leither  the  gOTernment  of  the  country,  or  of  private  adventurers. 
i  was  however,  in  the  year  1773,  that  an  application  was  made 
olhe  Earl  of  Sandwich  by  the  Royal  Society,  who  laid  before  his 
najefJty  George  the  third,  a  proposal  for  the  equipment  of  an 
ntpedition  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  how  far  the  naviga- 
tion to  the  North  Pole  was  practicable.     The  king  hesitated  not 

0  comply  with  the  wishes  of  the  Royal  Society,  and  immediately 
asoed  his  commands  that  every  assistance  should  be  given  to 
fards  the  promotion  of  the  enterprise. 

Capt.  Phipps,  afterwards  the  Earl  of  Mulgrave,  was  entrusted 
rith  the  command  of  the  expedition,  and  the  Carcass  and  Race- 
mse  bombs  were  selected  as  the  most  proper  vessels  to  be  em- 
Joyed.  On  the  19tb  April,  1773,  Capt.  Phipps  received  his 
ommission  for  the  Racehorse,  and  Capt.  Lutwidge  for  the  Car- 
Me,  and  on  the  4th  June  they  sailed.  The  result  of  this  expe 
ition  by  no  means  fulfilled  the  general  expectations.  The  high- 
8t  latitude  which  Capt.  Phipps  reached  was  80^  IT  latitude. 
Migitude  18^  49".  He  however  made  some  curious  observations 
Bipecting  the  formation  of  the  icebergs,  and  which  appear  to 
tve  escaped  the  notice  of  all  preceding  navigators.  He  says, 
during  the  time  that  we  past  among  the  Seven  Islands,  we  had 
^uent  opportunities  of  observing  the  irresistible  force  of  the 
ifge  bodies  of  floating  ice  ;  we  have  often  seen  a  piece  of  seve- 

1  acres  square,  lifted  up  between  two  much  larger  pieces,  and 
!  it  were  becoming  one  with  them,  and  afterwards  this  piece 

formed  acting  in  the  same  manner  upon  a  second  and  third, 
hich  would  probably  have  continued  to  be  the  effect,  till  the 
hole  bay  had  been  so  filled  up  with  ice,  that  the  different 
K-es  could  have  had  no  motion,  had  not  the  stream  taken  an 
e.vpected  turn,  and  sent  the  ice  out  of  the  bay." 
Capt.  Phipps  arrived  in  England  in  the  month  of  September 
ih  the  firm  conviction  that  the  navigation  to  tho  North  Pole 
8  not  practicable  higher  than  81°  of  latitude. 


fl€ 


LIFE    OF   CATT     BOS* 


CIUPIKR  11. 


THK  MF8,  AND  FIRST  VOYAGE  OF  CAPTAR*  ROSS. 


It  is  wpil  Unnwn  thai  tbo  discovery  of  the  north  western  ptf 
fiage  has  always  been  a  favourite  object  of  enterprise  with  Mr. 
Barrow,  the  highly  gifted  Secretary  to  the  Adrairalty,  and  nt 
his  earnest  recommendation  it  was  determined  to  fit  out  an  expeJ 
dition,  which  was  to  be  sent  forth  with  stich  means  and  power  J 
aa  to  determine  at  once  the  existence,  or  nonexistence  of  tho 
Jong"  mjug-ht  for  passafire. 

On  the  11  ih  December  1817,  Capt.  Ross  received  a  letter  frot 
Sir  George  Hope,  his  former  patron,  and  then  one  of  the  Lord^ 
of  the  Admiralty,  containing  the  information  that  it  was  lh| 
intention  of  government,  to  fit  out  two  ships  on  an  expedition 
to  determine  the  existence  of  a  north  west  passage,  and  desirinj 
hitn  to  forward  without  delay  his  consent,  or  dissent  to  tak| 
tho  command  of  it :  Capt.  Ross  was  informed  at  the  same  time 
that  the  ships  would  be  fitted  out  in  the  completest  manner  pos- 
sible ;  that  he  would  be  provided  with  Greenland  pilots,  who  ha4l 
been  accustomed  to  navigate  the  northern  seas,  and  be  accoQip^  ^ 
nied  by  men  eminent  in  geographical  science,  and  oanfieal  skilly 
Under  these  flattering  prospects,  Capt,  Ross  expressed  hia  %xU 
treme  readiness  to  undertake  iJie  command  of  the  expedittonfl 
and  on  the  Kith  of  the  same  month  he  received  orders  to  procee^H 
with  all  possible  despatch  from  Loch  Ryan  to  Greenock,  in  thM 
Driver,  and  on  being  superseded,  he  was  to  proceed  to  London,  fl 

Previously  to  entering  upon  the  account  of  his  first  voya^e^l 
we  will  give  a  few  particulars  of  the  life  of  Capt  Ross,  who^^^ 
name  will  ever  stand  conspicuous  amongst  the  enterprmiyfl 
Hftvigateri  of  itm  country,  ^^^H 
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The  piace^  whicii  claims  the  honor  of  having  given  birth  to 
!^apt.  Ross,  is  Stanraer,  a  small  fishing  town,  rejaarkable  for  its 
oysters,  on  the  west  coast  of  Scotland.  He  is  the  younger  son 
^f  the  Rev.  Andrew  Ross,  minister  of  the  Inch,  in  Gralloway,  and 
has  one  surviving  brother,  Mr.  George  Ross,  the  projector,  we 
oelieve  of  the  Arctic  Land  Elxpedition,  which  is  now  in  progress 
uder  Capt.  Back.  A  second  brother  was  the  late  Major  General 
Andrew  Ross. 

At  an  early  period  Capt.  Ross  evinced  a  predilection  for  the 
UTy,  but  very  little  information  is  extant  of  the  early  period  of 
bb  professional  services.     In  the  year  1805,  he  was  promoted 
to  his  lieutenancy,  and  in  February  1812,  through  the  recom- 
mendation of  Admiral  Sir  Greorge  Hope,  was  promoted  to  the  rank 
tf  eommander,  and  on  the  2l8t  March  of  the  same  year,  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  Briseis  brig  of  10  guns,  then  serving  on  the  Baltic 
itition.     His  bravery  in  this  ship  procured  for  him  the  Swedish 
vder  of  tho  sword.     In  thtf  night  of  the  28th  June  1812,  his 
iieatenant  Thomas  Jones,  vritb  a  midshipman  and  18  men,  most 
gillantly  attacked  and  recaptured  an  English  merchant  ship 
ying^  in  Pillaa  Roadd,  armed  in  expectation  of  such  an  event* 
with  6  guns  and  4  swivels,   defended  by  a  party  of  French 
troops  on  her  deck,  and  surrounded  by  small  crafts  in  the  act  of 
receiving  her  cargo.     In  October,  the  Briseis  captured  the  Le 
petit  Poncet,  French  privateer,  of  4  guns,  and  23  men ;   and 
drove  on  shore  three  other  vessels  of  the  same  description.     The 
Kobsequent  appointments  of  Capt.  Ross,  were  June  7th  1814,  to 
the  Actaeon  of  16  guns,  and   August  23rd  1815,  to  the  Driver 
sloop.      At  the  close  of  the  war,  he  had  to  share  the  lot  of  a 
multitude  of  gallant  and  meritorious  officers,  in  being  consigned 
lo  half-pay,  and  compulsory  inactivity.     To  an  ardent  and  enter- 
priging  spirit,  accustomed  to  the  bustle  and  restlessness  of  the 
ttilors  life,  a  state  of  inactivity  is  always  irksome,  and  in  the 
highest  oegree  depressing  to  the  spirits.     Capt.  Ross  appeared 
determined  to  emancipate  himself  from  the  languor  which  is  evf 
Ihe  attendant  upon  a  want  of  employment,  and  the  return 
peace,  presented  him  with  a  favorable  opportunity  for  und 
WiiDg  an  enterprise,  upon  which  he  had  nrobably  fi"*"*  *^^ 
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ivhon  a  nameless  and  unnoticed  reefer,  as  well  as  when  m  hi^i 
higher  rank  and  malurer  years,  he  cruised  in  the  frozen  norlH 
The  enterprise  in  question  was  that  of  exploring  BaiBirs  Bay 
and  sear*  King  for  a  north  west    passage  to  the  Pacific  ocean* 

Deeds  of  enterprise  will  always  possess  superior  claims  ui 
the  human  mind*  tlieir  chief  tendency  being  to  increase  tJ 
stores  of  human  knowledge,  to  open  fresh  sources  of  commi 
j^ieculation,  and  to  excite  in  our  breasts  the  spirit  of  compa 
pride,  in  the  fame  and  honor  which  belong  to  our  country,  in 
Aaving  been  the  birthplace  of  those  illustrious  characters,  whOi 
in  contempt  of  the  most  appalling  dangers,  and  at  a  sacriliee  of 
all  personal  happiness,  venture  into  the  desolate  and  uninhabited 
regions  of  the  world,  where  nature  has  hitherto  sitten  en- 
throned in  the  unbroken  silence  of  a  past  eternity^  and  where 
the  ground  has  hitherto,  never  been  indented  by  the  footsteps  of 
a  human  being. 

According  to  the  orders  received  from  the  Admiralty,  Captt 
RosSj  proceeded  to  Greenock,  and  arrived  in  London  on  the  80th 
December.  He  was  immediately  furnished  with  the  necessary 
directions,  and  after  inspecting  several  ships,  he  selected  the 
Isabella  and  Alexander,  as  being  the  most  suitable,  on  aceouiit 
of  the  strength  of  their  budd,  for  the  seas  which  he  would 
have  to  navigate.  Having  prepared  every  thing  which  wi 
necessary  for  the  safely  of  the  ships,  and  the  comfort  of  tbfl 
crews,  he  received  from  the  Admiralty  the  following  official 
instructions. 

%  tlie  Commissioners  for  executing  the  office  of  Lord   Hfgi 
Admiral  of  the   United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  Iretandt 

His  royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent  Mving  signiGei 
his  pleasure  to  Viscount  Melville,  that  an  attempt  should  bd 
made  to  discover  a  northern  passage  by  sea,  from  the  AtUinlii 
to  the  Pacific  ocean ;  we  have  in  consequence  caused  four  ships  o 
vessels,  to  be  fitted  out  and  appropriated  for  that  purpose,  iw 
of  which,  the  Isabella  and  th^  Alexander  are  intended  to  proc 
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togrlher  by  ih©  north  westward  through  Davis'  Straits ;  and  two, 
lh«  Dorothea  and  Trent,  in  a  direction  as  due  north  as  may  be 
fmind   practicable  through  the  S|jit2bergen  Seas. 

And  whereas,  we   have  thought   fit   to  entrust  you  with  lh« 

tfimmand  and    direction  of  the    former   expedition,    and    hare 

directed  Lieutenant  Parry,  who  has  been  appointed  lo  command 

the  Alexander,  to  follow  your  orders  for  his  further  proceedings, 

y^iu  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  proceed  to  sea,  wiih  all 

c^onrenient  despatch  in    the  Isabella,    and  taking    under   yuur 

htilf^rn  the  Alexander  above  mentioned,  make  the  best  of  your 

into  Davis'  Strait,    through  which  you  will  endeavour  to 

m  to  the  northward  without  stopping  on  either  of  its  coasts, 

lew  you  shaU  find  it  absolutely  necessary.     In   thia  passage 

may  expect  to  meet  with  frequent  obstructions  from  fields 

■fid  islands  of  ice;  to  get  clear  of  which,   and    to  ensure  the 

lafefy   of   I  lie    ships    and    people    committed    to  your   charge, 

will  require  from  you,  and  all  who  are  under  your  orders,  tfie 

greatesi  precaution  and  vigilance  ;  and  as  the  navigation  among 

let?  may  be  considered  as  an  art  to  be  acquirtd  only  by  practice, 

we  havo  directed  that  there  be  appointed  lo  each  of  the  ships 

uader  your  order?*,  a  master  and  mate  of  whale  fishing  vessels, 

well    experienced    in   those   seas,    from   whose  knowledge  and 

skill  you  may  derive  material  assistance. 

It  is  not  improbable  that  in  the  early  part  of  the  season,  when 
y<m  moy  be  expected  to  arrive  in  Davis'  Strait,  the  ice  may 
be  found  to  stretch  across  from  land  to  land  ;  but  as  ice  is  known 
to  Tury  in  its  position  from  year  to  year,  and  several  times  in  the 
eoarae  of  the  year,  and  in  those  places,  where  not  fast  to  the 
^roand,  is  ahnost  constantly  in  motion  by  winds,  tides^  and 
nls;  iron  your  arrival  it  should  appear  to  present  a  compact 
icr,  you  will  of  course  be  prepared  to  avail  yourself  of  the 
first  opening  which  may  be  discovered,  to  pass  to  the  northw^ard. 
As  however  in  the  present  state  of  uncertainty  with  regard  lo 
the  moTementsof  the  ice,  and  with  the  very  imperfect  knowledge 
we  hare  of  this  Straits  and  still  more  so  uf  the  sea  b«  yond  h,  no 
ipectfioiastructions  can  be  given  for  youi  guidance, the  time  and 
numner  of  proceeding  to  fulfil  the  ulterior  object  of  your  detiii- 
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natioDj  in  places  where  itnpedimont^  may  occur,  must  be  li 
entirely  lo  your  discretion,  in  the  exercise  of  which  we  rely  m 
your  zeal  and  skill  in  your  profession,  for  the  aceomplishmei 
as  far  as  it  can  be  accomplished  of  the  service  on  which  yotti 
employed;  not  doubting  that  every  exertion  will  be  made  onM 
part,  and  on  'hat  of  your  officers,  while  at  the  same  tio^fl 
precaution  will  be  omitted,  that  prudence  may  dictate  to  Rf3 
accidents,  on  an  enterprise  of  so  arduous  a  nature  as  that 
conducting  ships  in  safety,  through  fields  of  ice  in  unknown  sei 
It  may  not  however  be  amiss  to  suggest,  as  a  general  observatio 
that  a  passage  through  fields  of  ice  is  more  likoly  to  be  M 
where  the  sea  is  deepest,  and  least  connected  with  land,  as  M 
is  reason  to  suppose  ice  is  found  to  be  more  abundant  near  tl 
shores  of  the  continent,  and  islands,  in  narrow  straits  and  dei 
bays, and  it  may  also  be  expected,  that  the  sea  will  be  tnosi^ 
of  ice  where  the  currents  are  strongest,  as  the  stream  of  &■ 
will  continue  open  long  after  the  sides  are  frozen  up,  ■ 

From  the  best  informaiion  we  have  been  able  to  obtaio, 
would  appear  that  a  current  of  some  force  runs  from  the  noil 
ward,  towards  the  upper  part  of  Davis'  Strait,  during  the  summ 
season,  and  perhaps  for  some  part  of  the  w  inter  also,  hringii 
with  it  fields  of  ice  in  the  spring  and  icebergs  in  the  summer. 

This  current  if  it  be  considerable,  can  scarcely  be  altogetl 
supplied  by  streams  from  the  laud,  or  the  melting  of  ice,     Tl|i 
would  therefore  seem  reason  to  suppose,  that  it  may  be  deri 
from  an  open  sea ;  in  which  case  Baffin's  Bay  cannot  be  boaiMl< 
by  land,  as  our  charts  generally  represent  it,  but  must  commtui 
cate  with  the  Arctic  Ocean, 

In  passing  up  the  strait,  if  such  a  current  should  be  discovei 
it  will  he  of  the  greatest  importance  to  you  in  pointing  out  th 
part  of  the  strait,  which  is  likely  to  be  the  least  encumbfi 
with  ice,  as  well  as  leading  you  direct  to  the  opening,  by  whi 
it  may  be  supposed  to  pass  from  the  Arctic  Sea  into  Davis'  Sti 
[n  tracing  this  current,  you  will  soon  discover  whether  it  lake* 
origin  in  the  north  east  or  norin  west  quarter,  if  in  the  form 
f  ou  will  of  course  abandon  all  pursuit  of  it  further,  but  if  it  shiH 
eorae  from  the  north  west  or  west,  it  will  prove  the  best  gui 
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[  can  follow,  to  lead  you  to  the  discovery  of  that  of  which  you 
in  search. 
The  strength  and  direction  of  the  current  should  be   tried, 
nee  in  twenty -four  hours,   or  oftener  if  any  material   chango 
U  ubeerved  to  take  place  ;  and  it  will  be  most  advisable  to  take 
Its  temperature  at  the  surface  frequently  as  you  proceed,  to  com- 
pare it  with  the  temperarture  of  the  surface  where  there   is  no 
,  current. 

If  the  reports  of  several  intellig'ent  masters  of  whaling  vessels 
my  be  relied  on,  that  part  of  the  sea  to  the  northward  of  Davis* 
jftrait,  which  is  marked  on  charts  as  Baffin's  Bay,  (that  is  to  say 
om  the  Vl*^  of  northern  latitude,  to  the  77^  where  Baffin  is  sup- 
fot%A  to  have  seen  the   land/)  is  generally  free  from  field  ice, 
nWcb  from  its  extent  of  surface,  oflers  the  greatest  impediiuent 
loi»vigotion.     Should  you  find  this  actually  to  be  the  case,  it 
Ittjbe  advisable  to  stand  well  to  the  northward,  before  you  edge 
•way  to  the  westward,  in  order  to  get  a  good  offing  in  rounding 
the  north  e4ist  point  of  the  continent  of  America,  whose  latitude 
Iwsnot  been  ascertained,  but  which  if  a  conjecture  may  be  haz- 
•rded,  from  what  is  known  from  the  northern  coast  of  that  con- 
tioeiit,  may  perhaps  be  found  about  the  TIV*  of  latitude. 

In  the  event  of  your  being  able  to  succeed   in  rounding  this 

point. and  finding  the  sea  open, you  are  carefully  to  avoid  coming 

Dear  the  coast,  where  you  would  be  most  likely  to  be  impeded 

bv  fixed  or  floating  ice,  but  keeping  well  to  the  northward,  and 

ift  deep   water,  make  the  best  of  your  way  to  Behring's  Strait, 

throogh  which  you  are  to  endeavour    to  pass   into   the    Paci* 

fie  Oeean^  and  in  the   event   of  your  succeeding   to  pats   tfait 

Strait^youare  then  to  make  the  best  of  your  way  to  Kamtschatka, 

ilyou  ihirdc  you  can  do  so  without  risk  of  being  shut  up  by  the 

ice  on  tliat  coast,  for  the  purpose  of  delivering  to  the  Russian 

^rertiment,  duplicates  of  all  the  journals  and  other  documents^ 

which  the  passage  may  have  supplied,  with  a  request  that  they. 

way  be  forwarded  over-land  to  Petersburg,  to  be  conveyed  from 

thence  to  LondoOi  and  from  there  you  will  proceed  to  the  Sand- 

wieh  Islands  or  New  Albion,  or  such  other  place  in  the  Pacifio 

Oceaii  «s  you  may  think  proper,  to  refit  and  refresh  your  cr(jwa 
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and/if  during  your  slay  at  such  a  place,  a  safe  opjmrtutitly  sh 
occur   of  sending"  those  papers  lo  England,  you  should  senil  r|j 
pHcates  by  that  conveyance. 

If  the  eircuniRtances  of  your  passage  should  b©  such,  as  to 
courage  your  allempting  to  return  by  tho  same  course,  you  mi] 
winter  at  the  Sandwich  Idands,  New  Albion,  or  any  other  pro] 
place,  and  early  in  the  next  spring  may  proceed  direct  for 
ring's  Strait,  and  use  your  endeavours  to  repass  the  same;  ao< 
should  ypu  succeed  in  this  attempt ♦  you  are  to  proceed,  if  poesihN 
to  the  eastward,  keeping  in  sight  and  approaching  the  coast  »f 
America,  whenever  the  position  of  the  ice  will  permit  ypu  so 
to  dojn  order  that  you  may  be  enabled  to  ascertain  the  latiludei 
and  longitudes,  of  some  of  the  most  remarkable  headlands  of 
inlets  that  raay  occuri  taking  every  possible  precaution,  howefiit 
against  being  beset  by  the  ice,  and  thus  compelled  to  winter  cm 
that  coast. 

Before  however  you  determine  on  returning  by  the  same  way.ywi 
will  maturely  consider  and  weigh  the  prudence  of  making  fiich 
an  attempt.     If  your  original  passage  shouhl  be  made  with  faci- 
lily,   and  you  see  reason   to  believe  fliat  your   success  was  nol 
owing  to  circumstances  merely  accidental  or  temporary,  and  ihut 
there  is  a  probabilily  that  you  may  be  able  abo   to   accompli: 
the  passage  back,  it  would  undoubtedly  be  of  great  important 
that  you  should  endeavour  to  make  it  j  but  if  on  the  other  hai 
It  shall  have  been  attended  with  circumstances  of  danger  or  dil 
cully,  so  great  as  to  persuade  you  that  the  attempt  lo  rctai 
would  risk  the  safety  of  the  ships,  and  the  lives  rkf  the  crfnv^ ;  i 
ibis  case,  you  are  to  abimdon  all  thoughts  of  returning  by  il 
norlhern  passage,  and  are  lo  make  the  best  of  your  way  boi 
wards  by  Cape  Horn. 

Previously  to  your  leaving  England,  or  at  any  rate  befoi 
your  departure  from  Shetland,  you  are  to  fix  with  Capt,  Buchai 
lo  whom  the  other  expedition  is  intrui^ted,  upim  a  rendezvous 
the  pacific,  and  ifyuu  should  he  joined  by  the  Dorothea  and  Tro: 
or  either  of  them,  you  are  to  take  them  under  your  commn 
and  having  delnclied  one  ship  with  a  copy  of  all  your  jajtci 
titti  a  cnmplcte  eel  uf  despatches  respeclinff  your  proeoedingf  V* 
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niglanil,  by  the  foute  of  Capo  Ham,  you  are  to  proceed  willi 
other  ships  to  repass  BehringV  Straits,  as  above  directed,  if 
CHI  should  have  determined  upon  that  course;  but  if  you  should 
.te  defer  mined  to  return  by  the  south,  you  are  to  take  care  to 
merchange  with  Capt.  Buehan,  copies  of  your  respective  jour- 
|ib  and  despatches,  or  if  you  do  not  meet  Capt.  Buchan  or  his 
Wp6>  you  are  to  deposit  copies  of  your  own  papers  on  board  iho 
KkMiider»  in  order  to  insure  as  far  as  possible,  the  arrival  o» 
important  documents  in  England,  by  thus  multiplying  the 
of  conveyance. 
If  however*  it  should  happen  that  from  obstruction  of  ice,  or 
y  other  circumstance,  your  progress  to  the  westward  should 
jpwe  too  slow  to  admit  of  your  approoch  to  Behring's  Straits, 
iHare  the  present  season  shall  be  too  f^ir  advanced,  to  make  it 
kto  to  attempt  that  passage,  and  at  the  same  time  your  progrets 
ihould  be  too  considerable  to  the  westward,  to  ensure  your  return 
Ik  same  season  by  the  way  of  Davis'  Strait ;  you  are  in  thut  case 
btdge  down  to  the  northern  coast  of  America,  and  endeavour  to 
hd  out  some  secure  bay,  in  which  the  ships  may  be  laid  up  for 
winter;  taking  such  measures  for  ihe  health  and  comfort  of 

•^ pie  committed  to  your  charg^e,   as    the    materials    with 

riu  are  supplied,  for  housing  in  the  ships,  or  hutting  the 
'Ml  on  shore  may  enable  you  to  do-  and  if  you  shall  find  it  ex- 
Hi^t  to  resort  to  this  measure,  and  you  should  meet  with  any 
iafaftbiuints,  either  Esquimaux  or  Indians,  near  the  place  where 
'J^  winter,  you  are  to  endeavour  by  every  means  in  your  power, 
Iq  cultivate  a  friendship  with  them,  by  making  them  a  present 
Articles  as  you  may  be  supplied  with,  and  which  may  be 
r  agreeable  to  >hem ;  you  will  liowever  take  care  not  ut 
er  yourself  to  be  surprised  by  them,  but  use  every  precaution 
lb«  coniatantly  on  your  guard  against  any  hostility. 
lOci  will  endeavour  to  prevail  on  them  by  such  reward,  and  tu 
{laid  in  such  manner  as  you  may  think  best  to  answer  the 
Tft>m,  to  carry  to  any  of  the  seltloments  of  the  (Judsoii'a  HHM 
iD|mny,  or  of  the  North  West  Company,  an  account  of^^H 
hlbn  and  proceedings,  with  an  urgent  request  that  it  n!a|^^| 
lidded  to  England  with  the  utmost  possible  deapaVeVi.    ^^ 
I  X 
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If  however  all  your  endeavours  should  fail  in  getting  so  fiir  to 
the  westward  as  to  enable  you  to  double  the  north  eastern  extw- 
inity  of  America,  (round  which  these  instructions  have  hitherto 
supposed  a  passage  to  exist,)  you  are  in  that'Case^  to  use  all  tke 
means  in  your  power  by  keeping  to  the  northward  and  eastwardi 
to  ascertain  to  what  extent  you  can  proceed  along  the  westm 
coast  of  Old  Greenland,  and  whether  there  is  any  reason  totop' 
pose  that  it  forms  a  part  of  the  Continent  of  America,  and  you 
are  also  to  endeavour  to  improve  the  very  imperfect  geography  of 
the  eastern  coast  of  America,  and  of  the  island  or  islands  which 
are  supposed  to  intervene  between  it,  and  Disco  Island,  in  Davis 
Strait,  but  you  are  on  no  account,  in  this  latter  case,  to  remain  on 
this  service  so  long,  unless  accidentally  caught  in  the  ice,  as  to 
be  obliged  to  winter  on  any  part  of  the  eastern  coast  of  Americt, 
the  western  coast  of  Old  Greenland,  or  the  intermediate  Islands, 
but  to  leave  the  ice  about  the  middle,  or  the  20th  of  September, 
or  the  1st  October  at  the  latest,  and  make  the  best  of  your  way 
to  the  river  Thames. 

Although  the  first  and  most  important  object  of  this  voyage,  is 
the  discovery  of  a  passage  from  Davis'  Strait  along  the  northern 
coast  of  America,  and  through  Behring's  Strait  into  the  Pacific; 
it  is  hoped  at  the  same  time,  that  it  may  likewise  be  the  means 
of  improving  the  geography,  and  hydrography  of  the  Arctic 
regions,  of  which  so  little  is  hitherto  known,  and  contribute  to 
the  advancement  of  science  and  natural  knowledge. 

With  this  view,  we  have  caused  a  great  variety  of  valuable 
instruments  to  be  put  on  board  the  ships  under  your  orders,  of 
which  you  will  be  furnished  with  a  list,  and,  for  the  return  of 
which  you  will  be  held  responsible ;  and  have  also  at  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  president  and  council  of  the  Royal  Society 
ordered  to  bo  received  on  board  the  Isabella,  Capt.  Sabine  of  the 
royal  artillery,  who  is  represented  to  us  as  a  gentleman  well 
skilled  in  astronomy,  natural  history,  and  various  branches  of 
knowledge,  to  assist  you  in  making  such  observations  as  may 
tend  to  the  improvement  of  geography  and  navigation,  and  the 
advancement  of  science  in  general.  Amongst  other  subjects  of 
scientific  inquiry,  you  will  particularly  direct  your  attention  to 


Ill  Ktn^p  a  uurruui  rugisiwr  i  i  me  leinperaiure  oi  me  air, 
r  the  surface  of  the  sea,  and  you  will  frequently  try  the 
nature  of  the  sea  in  various  situations  and  at  different  depths, 
rill  cause  the  dip  of  the  horizon  to  be  frequently  observed 

dipsector,  invented  by  Dr.  Wollaston,  and  ascertain  what 
may  be  produced,  by  measuring*  that  dip  across  fields  of 
s  con>pared  with  its  measurement  across  ttie  open  sea. 
rill  also  cause  frequent  observations  to  be  made  for  ascer- 
g"  the  refraction ;  and  what  effect  may  be  produced  by  ob- 
g  an  object  either  celestial  or  terrestrial,  over  a  field  of  ice, 
oipared  with  objects  observed  over  a  surface  of  water ; 
ler  with  such  other  meteorological  remarks,  as  you  may  have 
lunities  of  making ;  you  are  to  attend  particularly  to  the 
t,  direction  and  strength  of  the  tides,  and  to  the  set  and 
ty  of  the  current ;  the  depths  and  soundings  of  the  sea,  and 
ture  of  the  bottom,  for  which  purpose  you  are  supplied  with 
Irument,  better  calculated  to  bring  up  substances  than  the 
isually  employed  for  this  purpose. 

the  purpose  not  only  of  ascertaining  the  set  of  the  currents 
t  arctic  seas^  but  also  of  affording  more  frequent  chances  of 
ig  of  your  progress,  we  desire  that  you  do  frequently,  after 
hall  have  passed  the  latitude  of  65°  north,  and  once  every 
nrhen  you  shall  be  in  an  ascertained  current,  throw  over- 
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jnay  be  impcdod  by   ice,  or  find   ii  necessary   lo  appf«>ti 
coasts  of  the  continent  or  islands,   you  are  to  cauf^e  views 
bays,  headlands,  &c.,  lo  be  carefully   taken,   to  illustrate  a 
explain  the  track  of  th^  veaaels,  or  such  charts  as  you  may 
able  to  make  :  in  which  duly  you  will  be  assisted  by  Lieut 
Hoppner,  whose  skill  in  drawing  is  represented  to  be  m 
Hiderablc,  as  lo  supersede  the  nece§sity  of  appointing  a  pro! 
sional  draog-htsman. 

You  are  to  make  use  of  every  means  in  your  power  to  ^' 
and  preserve  such  specimens  of  the  animal,  mineral,  and 
table  kingdoms,  as  you  can  conveniently  stow  on  board  the  sWfMii 
and  of  the  larger  animals  you  are  to  cause  accurate  drawings  t< 
be  made,  to  accompany  and  elucidate  the  descriptions  of  theaii 
In  this  as  well  as  in  every  other  part  of  your  scientific  duty, 
trust  that  you  will  receive  material  assistance  from  Cupt,  Sabine 

You  are  to  use  your  best  endeavours  to  give  instructions  lo  ihi 
same  effect  to  Lieuteuanl  Parry,  to  keep  tlie  two  vessels  coa* 
etanlly  together,  and  prevent  their  separation;  if  however  the] 
should  separate^  you  are  to  appoint  Lerwick  in  the  Shetlani 
Islands,  as  the  first  rendezvous,  and  afler  I  hat  Love  Bay,  Disoi 
Island,  in  Davis*  Strait,  beyond  which  as  nothing  is  known, 
other  rendezvous  can  be  appointed.  And  in  the  event  of  an; 
irreparable  accident  happening  to  either  of  the  ships,  you  are  t 
cause  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  disabled  ship  to  be  remove 
into  the  other,  and  with  her  singly  to  proceed  in  prosecution 
the  voyage,  or  return  to  England,  according  as  circumstanc€ 
shall  appear  to  require  ;  should,  unfortunately  your  own  ship  I 
the  one  disabled  ;  you  are  in  that  case  to  take  the  command 
the  Alexander ;  and  in  the  event  of  your  own  inability  by  sicknei 
or  otherwise,  to  carry  these  instructions  into  execution,  yoti  a 
to  transfer  them  to  the  Lieutenant  next  in  command,  who 
hereby  required  to  execute  them  in  the  best  manner  he  can,  I 
the  attainment  of  the  several  objects  in  view." 

The  foregoing  may  be  considered  as  the  principal  instmctioi 
laid  down  for  the  conduct  of  Captain  Ross  during  the  expediti 
and  they  are  drawn  up  with  that  minuteness  as  to   provide 
almost  every  emergency  that  could  befal  him  on  his  voyage. 

During  the  sUr  of  the  shtpfi  al  De\>vUvTA,  \W^  'wct^  *^uiii«d  fa 
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feltl^tise,  an  Esquimaux,  native  of  South  East  Bay,  Green- 
Hod,  who,  it  appears,  had  concealed  himself  on  board  the  Tho- 
ttisanil  Alio  of  Leiih,  in  the  mooLh  of  May,  1816,     This  man.i 
\taA  he^n  converted  to  Christianity  by  the  missionaries^  and  the 
«tft>cig  desire  which  he  had  to  see  the  country  those  good  men 
Cime from,  had  induced  him  to  desert  his  ownp     He  however,! 
declared  it  to  be  his  intention  to  return,  when  he  had  learnt  the 
^riptures  and  the  art  of  drawing.     He  related  several  traditions 
oarrent  in  his  country  respecting  a  race  of  people,  who  were 
(Opposed  to  inhabit  the  north,  adding,  that  it  was  for  the  pur- 
fim  of  communicating  with   them,    und    converting  them  to  . 
uity,  that  he  had  volunteered  in  the  expedition. 
^11  iUe  18th   April  1818,  the  Isabella   and  Alexander  mailed 
fwm  Deplford,  antl  on  the  3t)ih  reached  Lerwick,  in  Scotland, 
They  were  here  joined  by  the  Dorothea  and  Trent,  and  after  be- 
inf  replenishi>d   wilh   water  and   provisions  from  his  majesty '^s 
Aip  Isier,  Capt,  Forrest,  they  prepared  for  sea  on  the  8d  May 
tDdliafiBg  given  three  hearty  cheers  to  tlie  Dorothea  and  Trent 
tk^fecsels  sailed  on  their  respective  expeditions. 

After  encountering  some  tempestuous  weather,  they  fell  in  wilh 
lie  first  iceberg  on  the  *26th  May,  in  latitude  58°  36',  longitude 
M".  From  a  calculation  made  by  means  of  comparison  between 
two  objects,  it  appeared  to  be  about  forty  feet  in  heighti  and  a 
feet  long  ;  imagination  presented  it  under  many  gro- 
>rm«  ;  at  one  time  it  looked  like  a  white  lion,  and  at 
icr  like  a  honse  rampant,  and  served  to  aimiso  the  sailors, 
Qfliturally  enough  shaped  it  into  the  Hon  and  unicorn  of  the 
arms,  and  were  accordingly  delighted  with  the  notion  of 
good  luck,  which  it  seemed  to  them  to  augur. 

On  the  1st  June,  land  was  discovered  to  the  south  of  Coquin*« 
Sound,  where  Baffin  was  said  to  have  landed  on  his  return  from 
kis  last  voyage,  and  the  navigation  now  become  hazardous  in  the 
wtreme  from  the  number  of  icebergs,  and  the  floating  fields  of  ice 
On  the  4ih,  the  Isabella  had  a  narrow  escape  in  attempting  to 
^wiilh^r  a  piece  of  ice,  bot  as  good  fortune  would  have  it,  she 
Iweeived  no  other  injury  tlian  a  slight  graxo  on  her  weather  bow* 
Ibt  ooDtintiing  their  course  northward,  tlicy  made  out 
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RojdgI  Port,  anil  Savaf^  Islands,  and  allhuugh  iLey  were  onif 
in  fifteen  fathoms  water,  it  was  reckoned  that  their  distance  frtui 
the  land  was  twenty-five  miles,  The  ice,  as  seen  from  the  mtH 
head  extended  from  the  land^  and  taking  a  westerly  course,  iheij 
Kteeretl  between  the  grounded  icebergs,  amongst  rocks  and 
streams  of  ice.  One  of  the  icebergs  was  three  hundred  and 
twenty-five  feet  high,  and  twelve  hundred  feet  in  ienglb.  A 
lorrent  of  water  was  running  down  its  side. 

On  tlio  9th,  the  weather  continuing  moderate,  they  ran  bv 
the  edge  of  the  fixed  ice,  sailing  along  until  they  approacbe 
the  land,  where  the  ice  was  found  closely  to  join  it.     No  wj 
being  to   be  seen  from  the  mast  head,    they  made  fast  to 
iceberg,    which  was  aground  near   two  small   islmids,    wbi 
were  suppposo<l  to  lie  off  North  Bay. 

Some  native  Esquimaux  here  came  off  to  the  ships,  and  fwmi 
them  the  information  was  gained,  that  the  berg  to  which  ihe^ 
had  made  fast,  had  remained  aground  in  the  same  place  sim 
the  last  year;  they  were  also  informed  that  the  ice  was  close 
the  way  from  thence  to  Disco,  and  that  no  ship  had  yet  got  up 
thither.  The  E'CjuimaiLY  received  several  presents,  expecting  ti 
return  that  they  would  bring  ofi"  some  supplies  of  game, 
water-fowl  for  the  ships  crews;  on  the  following  day  the 
Real  was  shot,  weighing  eight  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  and  yield 
ed  thirty  gallons  of  oil ;  on  the  same  day  they  fell  in  with  sovernt 
ships  employed  in  the  whale  fishery,  from  the  masters  of  imi 
of  them,  the  information  was  obtained,  that  he  had  b©en  in 
Bay  to  the  westward  of  Disco,  where,  according  to  ibe  cha 
there  is  good  anchorage,  but  that  the  whole  Bay  between  Do\ 
and  Whale  Islands,  was  covered  with  ice.  By  the  govi 
of  the  Whale  Islands,  he  had  been  informed  that  the  ice  ha< 
broken  up  and  froze  again,  no  less  than  three  times  during  th 
present  season.  It  was  his  opinion  that  the  sea.  north  of  Di 
might  before  the  lime  of  our  conference  have  been  clear,  ttii 
ihat  a  pasi^age  to  the  north  along  the  eastern  shore  wasfeastbli 
On  parting  with  ibis  vesseh  the  discovery  ships  stood  la  the 
w  60t  and  Boutlt,  but  finding  the  ice  firm  they  tacked,  and  n^iiuned 
to  their  old  position*     The  weather  coming  on  very  thick* 
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ibdtlli  was  made  fast  to  at)  iceborg,  and  the  Aluxander  hauled 
igftide.  On  the  eyeninjr  of  ihe  I2th,  the  weather  became 
irer  and  a  breeze  springing  u[>  from  the  north  east,  they  cast 
frora  the  iceberg,  and    sailed  to  windward  amongst  heavy 

i«cef  of  ic0.  The  Island  of  Disco  was  now  plalniy  seen  bearing 
by  N.,  and  abo  seven   ships  beset  in  the  ice  in  South  Kast 

ay.      A  bottle  was  here  buried ^  enclosing  remarks,  on  an  ire- 

erg,  ascertained  to  be  in  latitude  68°  15'  north  longitude  64°  10 

V  I.  u,e  14th  they  ran  close  to  the  largest  of  several  islands 
\nCeS  in  the  entrance  of  Disco  Bay,  which  is  called  Whale 
bland.  This  was  apparently  six  miles  in  length,  formed  of  a 
faiek  rugged  sterilo  rock  of  considerabLe  elevation,  but  low, 
ben  compared  with  the  huge  mountains  of  Disco,  which  were 
^n  over  it. 

The  Island  of  Disco  is  called  by  the  Danes,  Kron  Prins  Inland, 
1^  H  in  latitude  6ir  54'  north,  and  longitude  53"  3(V  west* 
in  inhabitants  at  the  time  consisted  of  the  governor  of  the 
p  his  wife  and  children^  together  with  six  Danes,  and  a 
mdred  Esquimaux,  who  are  employed  during  the  season,  in 
itching  seals  and  whales.  The  chief  object  of  the  expedition 
I  rommunicaiing  with  this  factory,  as  it  could  bo  effected 
iihout  loss  of  time,  was  to  gain  information  respecting  the 
Wm  of  the  ice*,  from  the  Danish  resident ;  guns  were  therefore 
W,  and  a  kijack  was*  despatched  with  a  messenger  inviting 
le  governor  on  board.  This  had  the  desired  eflect  and  In- 
idctor  Flushe^  a  respectable  looking  young  man,  who  had  been 
1  officer  in  the  Danish  navy,  came  on  board  in  a  boat  manned 
f  Europeans.  His  information  was  much  calculated  to  damp 
te  hope  of  getting  to  the  northward  that  seasoni  as  he  con- 
KfMl  in  every  respect  the  report  which  had  been  given  by  the 
HBf«  of  the  whale  ships ;  during  the  eleven  winters  that  he 
Hpasaed  in  that  country,  not  one  had  been  so  severe  and  lasting 
I  the  preceding ;  the  sea  had  frozen  up  in  the  middle  of  Decern- 
ir«  where  it  was  usually  open  until  February,  and  the  bay  and 

-i-*"-  of  Disco  which   were  generally  navigable  towards  the 

..     .    rlnrch.   still   continued    shut.     He  consid<:tcd  K\\^\.  \Jft% 
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attempt  to  get  much  further  to  the  north  as  hopclcsn,  tJtm 
not  having  been  able  to  coromunicate  by  sea  for  two  seasons 
with  their  northern  settlements       As  a  jiroof  of  the  severity 
the  preceding*  winter,  they  had  been  obliged  to  kill  tbeir  d 
or  food,  owing  to  the  impossibility  of  procuring  seals  duriof 
tlie  winter. 

The  information  communicated  by  the  Danish  governor,  ef- 
cited  no  little  surprise  in  the  mind  of  Capt.  Ross,  after  tbo  con- 
fidence wilb  which  the  diminished  rigor  of  the  climate  had  been 
described  at  home,  before  the  commencement  of  his  voyage,  and 
after  the  anticipations  of  success  which  had  been  8o  warsaljr 
entertained,  by  those  who  had  so  eagerly  entered  into  the  pUn 
for  promoting  it.  The  report  of  the  Danish  reisidont  was  cer- 
tainly in  decided  opposition,  to  those  of  the  persons  whri  bad 
described  the  breaking  up  and  dispersion  of  the  polar  ioe.  ami 
who  appear  in  this  instance  to  have  been  guided  rather  by 
their  imagination,  than  by  a  real  knowledge  of  the  circumstatioos 
attending  this  sea. 

From  Dipto,  Capt*  Ross  steered  his  course  to  the  northward, 
and  on  the  I6th,  boarded  seieral  Greenlandmen,  and  learood 
that  none  of  their  ships  had  been  able  to  penetrate  farther  norUl, 
than  70-  30,  and  that  ho  would  fall  in  with  ice  in  two  hi 
through  which  he  might  sail  as  far  as  Hare  Isldod^  wheT6 
became  a  solid  body. 

On  the  following  day  the  ships  proceeded,  steering  along 
edge  of  the  main  ice,  and  a  firm  field  stretching  from  north 
south ;  they  sailed  on  between  large  floes  and  among  loose  i 
the  former  becoming  more  numerous  as  they  advanced*  and  tl 
latter  more  closely  packed,  till  at  length  they  had  only  a  narrow 
and  crooked  channel  for  their  passage.  A  ridge  of  ieeberpi 
was  now  seen  of  every  variety  and  shape  that  can  be  imagined : 
many  of  them  forming  objects  no  less  singular  than  pictureH|ue, 
and  presenting  an  infinite  diversity  in  their  grouping,  and  in  tW 
splendour  and  brilliancy  of  their  colouring. 

On  the    1 7th,   the  ships  entered  Waygatt   St  rails,  and 
fast  loan  iceberg  about  a  mile  from  the  N.  E.  side  of  the  id 
Hore  Capt,  Ross  went  on  shore  and  ascended  a  inoonUtn.  in 


rer  grounded  again,  and  the  Alexander  remained  attached 
Notwithstanding  the  ships  were  surrounded  with  ice,  the 
•r  was  hot  and  sultry,  and  it  may  be  said  that  the  crews 
rhout  the  whole  of  the  voyage,  had  seldom  reason  to  com- 
of  cold,  unless  in  falls  of  snow,  with  east  winds  or  foggy 
ler,  when  the  sun  was  obscured,  and  the  ice  settled  on  the 

the  20th  June  the  ships  left  Waygatt,  and  on  the  22nd 
d  at  Four  Island  Point,  where  the  whalers  had  already 
d,  but  which  were  now  stopped  by  the  ice.  Capt.  Ross 
1  here,  and  ascended  a  hill,  but  nothing  except  solid  ice 
D  be  seen  in  every  direction.  At  this  place  there  is  a.. kind 
lish  factory,  and  some  wretched  Esquimaux  huts,  all  appa« 

deserted.  There  is  also  a  burying  place,  at  which  the 
yn  of  a  Greenland  ship  was  seen  procuring  human  skulls. 
I  progress  through  the  ice  was  now  attended  with  the  most 
lent  danger,  and  on  one  occasion  when  the  ships  were  in 
'  dangerous  passage,  a  light  wind  from  the  N.  W.  put  the 
ddenly  in  motion ;  in  spite  of  every  exertion  the  Isabella. 
iriven  into  sixteen  feet  water,  and  the  Alexander  was  for 

inimite0  actually  aground. 

the  assistance  of  the  whalers,  the  ships  were  freed  from 
nerilouB  situation,  and  for  the  remainder  of  the  dav  conti* 
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returned  with  nevcn  imtiveB  in  their  tauoes,  or  kajaks  briogin 
ft  small  supply  of  birds.  Their  village,  lying  on  the  south  sidf 
uf  iho  bay,  appeared  io  causist  of  a  few  huts  made  of  seal  skins 
sufficient  for  the  residence  of  about  fifty  persons.  Being  desirous 
of  procuring  a  sledge  and  dog,  Capt.  Ross  offered  them  a  rifle 
niuBket  for  one  completely  fitted,  which  they  promised  to  fetch: 
wilh  much  honesty  of  p^*incipie  however,  refusing  to  accept  lite 
rifle,  till  they  had  brought  the  sledge.  They  soon  returned,  bring- 
ing the  sledge  and  dugs  in  u  boat,  managed  by  five  women  dret- 
sed  in  deer  skins.  The  bout  was  called  a  Umiack,  and 
rowed  by  the  women  standing.  Two  of  these  women  we 
daughters  of  a  Danish  President,  by  an  Esquimaux  woman, 

Cupt*  Hq^s  soon  became  acquainted  wilh  his  vi^iitors,  and 
invited  them  into  the  cabin,  where  they  were  treated  with  coffee 
and  biscuit,  and  iheir  po»'traits  were  a  ho  taken.  After  leaving  \\m 
cabin»  they  danced  Scol.'h  reels  on  the  deck  with  the  sailttnq 
during  which  ihe  mirth  and  joy  of  Sucheuse  knew  no  bounds 
In  his  own  estimiilion  he  was  an  individual  of  no  little  cutiwJ 
quence,  and  certainly  an  Esquimaux  master  of  ceremonies  on 
the  deck  of  one  of  his  majesty's  ships,  in  the  ley  eeasof  Greetil 
land,  w\R  an  office  somewhat  new.  A  daughter  of  the  DaniaH 
President,  about  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  by  far  ihe  bet"] 
looking  of  the  group,  was  the  particular  object  of  the  aUtf<i| 
lions  of  Sacheuse,  which  being  observed  by  one  of  the  nfln 
cers,  he  gave  him  a  lady*s  shawl,  ornamented  with  spangled 
a^^n  oflering  for  her  acceptance.  He  presented  it  in  a  unm 
respectful,  and  not  ungraceful  manner  to  the  damsel,  who  bashl 
fully  took  a  pewter  ring  from  her  finger  and  gave  it  to  him  in  re^ 
turn,  rdwarding  him  at  the  same  time  with  an  ehiquenl  sinitll 
which  could  not  leave  any  doubt  in  the  mind  of  Sacheiise.  tM| 
..  e  had  made  an  impression  on  her  heart.  ^H 

After  the  hall,  c<»ffoe  was  again  served,  and  at  eight  oetSw 
the  party  left  the  ship,  well  pleased  with  their  enterlninmiml 
and  promising  to  come  back  with  a  ^&i7i-6oa/,  whioh  Capt,  RuJ 
lonceived  might  be  useful  oti  the  ice,  Sacheute  was  permitlai 
to  Escort  ihem»  partly  that  he  might  hasten  their  moteiiiefiT| 
mtS  partly  to  aearf^h  for  specimens  of  natural  history.     Tht^Sm 
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owing  day  no  tidings  of  Sacheuse,  nor  any  of  the  Esquimaux 
wing  received,  a  boat  was  sent  on  shore,  when  it  was  ascer- 
ained  that  he  had  broken  his  collar  bone,  from  the  recoil  of  his 
jun,  he  having  overloaded  it  on  the  principle  of  "  plenty  of 
[K>wder,  plenty  of  kill."*'  He  was  brought  on  .board,  but  it  was 
lome  time  before  the  cure  was  effected. 

The  second  barrier  of  ice  was  passed  on  the  8d  July,  and  on 
the  same  day,  the  ships  were  abreast  of  Sanderson's  hope,  and 
in  sight  of  Woman^s  Islands.  A  remarkable  appearance  of  unc- 
jual  refraction  was  observed  here  in  the  ships,  which  were  in 
the  immediate  vicinity,  as  well  as  those,  which  were  at  a  dis- 
tance. Those  within  two  or  three  miles,  seemed  to  be  extended 
Id  a  monstrous  height,  while  those  at  double  the  distance,  ap- 
peared to  be  drawn  out  in  a  horizontal  direction,  even  to  flatness 
qwn  the  water. 

On  the  4th,  the  third  great  barrier  of  ice  was  passed,  consist- 
ing of  large  icebergs  in  vast  numbers,  which  were  aground  in 
lepths,  varying  from  sixty-three  to  one  hundred  fathoms;  the 
ihips  were  now  enveloped  in  a  dense  fog,  which  on  clearing 
iway,  discovered  land  bearing  true  E. ;  finding  if  impossible  to 
penetrate  further  north,  while  keeping  far  off  the  shore,  they 
itood  in  for  the  land,  and  on  the  evening  of  the  7th,  p^assed  near 
ibe  Three  Islands,  described  by  Baffin,  and  situate  within  a  bay 
in  which  several  smaller  islands  were  seen.  Numerous  birds  of 
various  kinds  were  seen  on  those  islands,  as  also  tho  first  whale, 
Dnce  the  ships  had  entered  the  arctic  regions. 

For  some  days  the  ships  were  beset  in  the  ice,  boating  up  at 
lime^for  several  miles,  and  then  finding  no  exit,  were  obliged 
to  retrace  their  way.  On  the  evening  of  the  16th,  the  ico  ap- 
peared to  be  opening,  and  they  passed  a  few  miles  to  the  wcsl 
)f  the  Three  Islands,  and  made  all  sail  for  a  narrow  channel 
rhich  was  seen  in  the  ice,  leading,  although  in  a  very  cTookod 
lirection,  due  N.  N.  W.  They  continued  their  course  with  a 
lir  wind  up  this  channel,  which  grew  every  hour  more  intricate 
nd  oarrow,  at  length  two  floes  closed  in  upon  them,  when  they 
rftre  completely  jammed  in.  The  Isabella  underwent  a  very 
Mvy  prenure,  but  fortunately  without  damage,  aU\\o\)g\\   ^\\^ 
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^as  lifted  Beveral  feet  out  of  the  water :  the  concussion  lastrf 
fifteen  minutes,  but  after  two  hours  incessant  labour^  ehe  irai 
liove  through  by  purchases  brought  from  eacli  quarter  and  bw, 
to  the  windlass  and  capstan. 

On  the  list,  land  was  descried,  and  an  open  pas^ge  through 
the  ice  leading  northwards.     This  land    was  determined  to  bf 
the  Horse  s  Head,  and  the  Red  Head,  in  75''   12',  being  the  high- 
est latitude  to  which  the  ships  employed  in  the  whale  trade* 
were  known  positively  to  have  penetrated.     The  24th  was  wholly 
employed  in  tracking  through  the  ice,  a  proceeding,  which  be* 
comes  necessary  when  the  channel  is  too  narrow  to  allow  a 
eel  to  beat,  or  to  be  towed  against  the  wind.     In  executing  thi 
service,  the  whole  ship's  company  were  sent  on  tlie  ice,  and 
rope  was  thrown  to  them,  one  end  of  which  was  fastened  lu  < 
head  of  the  fore  mast,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the  bii^ht  c! 
of  the  uneven  and  sharp  pieces  of  ice,  usually  found  at  the  ed; 
of  the  field      The  men  having  hold  of  the  other  end,  then  pull 
the  ship  ahead,  the  musician  always  leading  the  way.     A« 
sometimes  happened  that  a  hole,  covered  with  snow,  or  a  wi 
part  was  found,  the  men  occasionally  fell  in,  but  as  they  ne^ 
let  go  the  rope,  they  were  immediately  pulled  out.     When  th 
accident  happened  to  the  leader,  it  afforded  the  sailors  gre; 
amusement,  and  they  never  failed  to  exercise  their  wit  on  i 
occasion. 

On  the  25th,  thoy  arrived  at  a  point,  between  which  am 
Cape  Dudley,  Digges  Land  had  not  been  seen  by  former  naviga^ 
tors*  The  shore  forms  a  spaicous  bay,  in  the  midst  of  whicj 
rose  a  remarkable  spiral  rock.  This  was  named  Melville*! 
Monument,  and  the  bay  was  called  MelvlHe*s  Bay,  out  ol 
compliment  to  the  then  first  Lord  of  the  Admirolty*  It  i 
situated  between  latitude  75°  I2r,  and  76^  and  abounds  wt 
whales. 

OntheSist,  they  parted  company  with  the  last  whf»ler«  lb 
Bon  Accord  of  Aberdeen,  with  three  cheers.     On  the  6th  Augu 
the  ships  were  exposed  to  the  mo8t  imminent  danger;  the  i 
began  to    move,  the   wind    increased   to  a  gale,   and  the  oOijF 
chanve  left  was  to  endeavour  to  fgrce  the  8hi(»  through  it  to 
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iith»  where  it  partially  opened;  the  channel  was   however  so 
ob^ilrucled  by  heavy  fragments,  that  their   utmost  effurta 
iiiGfiectual  ;  the  field  closed  in   upon   them,  and   they   felt 
cs^^ure  most  severely,     A  larg-e  floe   which   lay  along-side 
W  iha  Ip&hella  appeared  to  be  fixed,  while  on  the  other  side 
other  of  considerable  bulk  was  passing  along  with  a  rapid 
tuition,  assuming  somewhat  of  a  circular   direction^  in  conse* 
^Uftnce  of  one  side  having  stryek  on  the  fixed  field.     The  pres- 
continued  to  increase,  and  it  became  doubtful  whether  the 
ri)ip  would  be  able  to  sustain  it ;  every  support  threatened  to 
five  way,  the  beams  in  the  hold  began   to  bend,  and  the   iron 
&ok«  settled  together.     At  this  critical  moment,  when  it  seemed 
inpossible  to  bear  the  accumulating  pressure  nny   longer,  the 
ull  rtise  several  feet,  while  the  ice   which  was  more  than  six 
t  thick,  broke  against  the  sides,  curling  back  on  itself.     The 
leat  stress  now  fell  upon  the  bow  of  the  Isabella,  and  after  be- 
ain  lifted  up,  she  was  carried  with  great  violence  towards 
"Alexander,  which  had  hitherto  been  in  a  great  measure  de- 
ded  by  the  Isabella*     Every  effort  to  avoid  their  getting  foul 
eadi  other  failed  ;  the  ice  anchors  and  cables  broke  one  after 
e  other,  and  the  sterns  of  the  two  ships  came  so  violently  into 
ntact,  as  to  crush  to  pieces  a  boat,  that  could  not  be  removed 
time.     Ttie  collision   was  tremendous,  the  anchors  and  chain 
itites   being  broken,  nothing   less  than  the  loss  of  the  masts 
expected  ;  but  at  this  eventful  instunti  the  force  of  the  ice 
d  exhausted  ;  the   two   fields   suddenly  receded,  and   the 
lex»nder  was  passed  with  comparatively  little  damage. 
Neither  the  masters,  the  mates,  oor  those  men  who  had  been 
I  their  lives  in  the  Greenland   service*  had   ever  experienced 
ich  imminent  peril,  and  they  declared  that  a  common   whaler 
ust  have  been  crushed  to  atoms.     The  safety  on  the  present 
istance  was  to  be  attributed  solely  to  the  perfect  and  admirable 
banhfsr  in  which  the  vessels  had  been  strengthened  when  fitting 
'  fee vice. 

Oo  Ibe  8tb,  a  party  of  officers  was  sent  to  examine  the  nearest 
iate,  which  appeared  to  be  about  fix  miles  distant.     It   was 
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asccridiEied  to  be  an  Island,  and  was  called  Bushman  s  IslanH, 
compliment  to  the  person  who  discovered  it.  Il  was  found  to 
Utterly  desolate,  but  some  piles  of  stone,  resembling  in  thei 
appearance  and  arraugeraenl,  the  usual  graves  of  the  Esquimau 
shewed  that  it  had  been  inhabited.  On  the  return  of  the  paHjf 
taking  advantage  of  a  light  breeze  from  the  N,  N.E.,  the  ship 
proceeded,  but  they  had  made  very  little  progress,  when  tb 
c^ews  were  surprised  by  the  appearance  of  several  men  on  t1 
ice,  who  were  hallooing,  as  was  imagined,  to  the  ships,  Th 
first  impression  was,  that  thoy  were  shipwrecked  sailors,  fh 
bably  belonging  to  some  vessel,  which  had  been  crushed  in  ih 
late  gale*  On  approaching  the  ice,  however^  they  were  disW 
vered  to  be  natives,  drawn  in  rudely  fashioned  sledges  by  dogi 
which  they  continued  to  drive  backwards  and  forwards  wit 
wonderful  rapidity.  On  arriving  within  hail,  Sacheuse  call 
out  to  them  in  bis  own  language^  some  words  were  heard 
return^  to  which  a  reply  was  again  made  in  the  Esquimaux,  bd 
neither  party  appeared  to  be  in  the  least  degree  intelligible 
the  other.  For  some  time  they  regarded  the  ship  in  silence,  b 
on  its  tacking,  they  set  up  a  simultaneous  shout,  accompamc 
with  many  strange  gesticulations,  and  went  off  in  their  sledg"! 
with  great  velocity  towards  the  land;  after  they  had  attain^ 
the  distance  of  a  mile  or  more,  ihey  halted  for  about  two  hour 
this  was  no  sooner  observed,  than  a  boat  w^as  sent  to  the  pla 
with  a  stool  of  four  feet  in  height,  on  which,  various  prcseft' 
•consisting  of  knives  and  articles  of  clothing  were  left,  Tl 
however  failed  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  natives-,  and  a 
cond  boat  was  therefore  sent,  with  directions  to  leave  one  oft 
Esquimaux  dogs,  with  some  strings  of  blue  beads  aroi 
neck«  lu  ar  the  same  place. 

It  being  necessary  to  examine  if  there  were  a  passage  in  t' 
place,  the  ships  proceeded  towards  the  head  of  the  pool,  whli 
was  about  four  miles  oQ';  trusting  in  the  mean  time,  that 
natives  would  return  to  the  same  spot.    No  opening  wan  howd' 
found,  and  they  therefore  returned  after  an  absence  of  ten  hoi 
The  dog  was  found  sleeping  on  the  spot  where  he  was  left, 
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the  presents  remained  untouched.  A  single  sledge  was  shortly 
tfter  obserred  at  a  great  distance,  but  it  immediately  drove  off 
nilh  great  rapidity. 

Being  extremely  anxious  to  communicate  with  the  natives,  a 

pole  was  prepared  on  which  a  flag  was  fixed,  and  being  carried 

to  an  iceberg,  midway  between  the  ships  and  the  shore,  was 

[  there  erected,  and  a  bag  ceotaining  presents  was  fastened  to  the 

I    pole  within  reach,  and  left  there.     The  ships  in  the  mean  time 

'    were  moored  in  a  convenient  situation,  for  observing  what  might 

take  place. 

On  the  following  day  the  lOth,  the  crews  were  rejoiced  to  see 
eight  sledges,  driven  by  the  natives,  advancing  by  a  circuitous 
route  towards  the  place  where  the  ships  lay.     They  halted  about 
imile  from  them,  and  the  natives  alighting  from  their  sledges, 
awended  a  small  iceberg  as  if  to  reconnoitre ;  after  remaining 
apparently  in  consultation  for  nearly  half  an  hour,  four  of  them 
descended^  and  came  towards  the  flag  staff,  which  however  they 
did  not  venture  to  approach      In  the  mean  time,  a  white  flag 
was  hoisted  at  the  main  in  each  ship,  and  Sachcuso  was  de- 
spatched bearing  a  white  flag  with  some  presents,  that  he  might 
endeavor  if  possible  to  bring  them  to  a  parley.     This  was  a 
service  which  he  most  cheerfully  volunteered,  requesting  to  go 
unattended  and  unarmed,  a  request  to  which  no  objection  could 
be  made,  as  the  place  chosen  for  the  meeting,  was  within  half  a 
mile  of  the  Isabella.     In  the  execution  of  this  service,  Sacheuse 
displayed  no  less  address  than  courage.     Having  placed  his  flag 
at  some  distance  from  the  canal,  he  advanced  to  the  edge,  and 
taking  off  his  hat,  made   friendly  signs  for  those   opposite  to 
approach,  as  he  did;  this  they  partly  complied  with,  halting  at  a 
distance  of  three  hundred  yards,  when  they  got  out  of  their  sledges, 
jand  setup  a  loud  simultaneous  halloo,  which  Sacheuse  answered 
by  imitating  it.     They  then  ventured  to  approach  a  little  nearer, 
not  having  any  thing  in  their  hands,  but  the  whips  with  which 
they  guide  the  dogs.     Shouts,  words,  and  gestures  were  ex- 
changed for  some  time  to  no  purpose,  though  each  party  seemed 
hi  some  degree  to  recognise  each  other's  language.     Sacheuse, 
after  a  time  thought  he  could    discover  I  hat  they  spoke   the 
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Humooke  dialect,  drawling  out  their  words,  however,  to  an  un- 
usual length.     He  immediately  adopted  that  dialect,  aod  holding  J 
tip  ihe  presents,  called  out  to  them  kahkeUe  "  come  <ui,''  to  which  I 
they  answered  A^aakrie  naakrieai-flaite,  ''No  no.  goawayriifiit  I 
other  words,  which  w^ere  made  out  to  mean,  that  they  hoped  lb«f  ' 
were  not  come  to  destroy  them.     The  boldest  then  approacbed, 
and  drawing  from  his  boot  a  knife,  repeated  "Goaway,  Ij^  j 
kill  you*'*     Satheuse,  not  inlimidated,  told  them  he  wasalsga 
man  and  a  friend,  and  at  the   same  time  threw  some  string*  of 
beads,  and  a  checqu'd   shirt;  hut  these  they  beheld  with  giwt  I 
distrust  and  apprehension*  still  calling  "  Go  away,  do  iM)t  kill 
us/'     Sacheuse  then  threw  them  an  English  knife»  saying  •*Take 
that."^     On   this  they  approached    with   caution,  picked  up  tbo 
knife,  then  shouted  and  pulled  their  noses;  the8e  actions  wens] 
imitated  by  Sacheuse,  who  in  return  called  out  "  Heigh  yatt,*" 
pulling  his  nose  with  the  same  gesture.     They  now  pointed  td] 
the   shirt,  demanding   what  it    was,  and    when   told  it  was  &q| 
article  of  clothing,  asked  of  what  skin  it  was  made  ;  Sacheut 
replied  that  it  was  made  of  the  hair  of  an  animal,  which  thej 
had  never  seen,  on  which  they  picked  it  up  with  expressions 
surprise.     They  now  began  to  ask  many  questions,  for  by  llil 
time  ihey  found  ihat  the  language  spoken  by    themselves,    at 
Sacheuse,  hod  sufficient  resemblance  to  enable  them  to  hold  somi 
communication. 

They  first  pointed  to   the  ships,  eagerly  asking  what  grep 
crealures  those  were?  do  ihey  come  from  the  sun  or  the  roaoni 
do  they  give  us  light  by  night  or  by  day  ?     Sacheuse   told  ther 
that  he' was  a  man,  that  he  had  a  father  and   mother  like  thern^ 
selvea,  and  pointing  to  the  south,  said  ihat  he  came  from  a  dia 
tant  country  in  that  directiim.  To  this  they  answered,  *'  Thai  cat 
not  be,  there    is   nothing  but    ice    there/'     They  again  askedji 
what  creatures   these  were,   pointing   to   the   sbips^  to  wbk 
Sacheuse  replied,  that  they  were  houses  made  **f  wood,     Ttiit 
they  seemed  still  to  discredit,  answering,  **  No  they  are  ali?o,  wo 
have  seen  them  move  their  wings/*     Sacheuse  now  enquired  of 
them  what  they  themselves  were,  to  which  they  replied;  ^^jH 
wer?  meni  and  lived  in  that  direction,  pointing^  to  the  norlli* 
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liat  there  was  much  water  there,  and  that  they  had  come  to 
fish  for  sea  nnicorns. 

During  the  whole  of  this  conversation,  Capt.  Ross  had  been 
tmployed  with  a  good  telescope  in  observing  their  motions,  and 
te  beheld  the  first  man   approach  with  every  mark  of  fear  and 
liitnist,  looking  frequently  behind  to  the  other  two,  and  beck* 
esing  them  to  come  on,  as  if  for  support ;  they  occasionly  re 
treated,  then  advanced  again  with  cautious  steps  in  the  attitude 
rfiistening,  generally  keeping  one  hand  down  by  their  knees, 
ift  readiness  to  pull  out  a  knife  which  they  had  in  their  boots ; 
ia  the  other  hand  they  held  their  whip  with  the  lash  coiled 
op;  their    sledges    remained  at   a  little   distance,    the  fourth 
otn  being  apparently  stationed  to  keep  them  in  readiness  for 
eieape.    Sometimes  they  drew  back  the  covering  they  had  on 
>     tluir  heads,  as  if  wishing  to  catch  the  most  distant  sounds ;  at 
[     witteh  time  their  features  could  be  discerned,  displaying  extreme 
\    tsrrar  and  amazement,  while  every  limb  appeared  to  tremble 
E    u  they  moved.    Sacheuse  was   now  directed  to  entice  them 
;     to  the  ship,  and  two  men  were  sent  with  a  plank,  which  was 
j     placed  across  the  chasm  which  separated  them,  they  appeared 
i     still  much  alarmed,  and  requested  that  he  only  should  come  over, 
iie4U!cordingly  passed  to  the  opposite  side,  on  which  they  eam- 
.     iitly  besought  him  not  to  touch  them,   as  if  he  did  they  should 
mainly  die.    After  he  had  used  many  arguments  to  persuade 
thamthat  he  was  flesh  and  blood,  the  native  who  had  shown  the 
Mat  oourage,  ventured  to  touch  his  hand,  then  pulling  himself  by 
tba  noae,  set  up  a  shout,  in  which  he  was  joined  by  Sacheuse 
*iHi  the  other  three;  the  presents  were  then  distributed,  con* 
listing  of  two  or  three  articles  of  clothing,  and  a  few  strings  of 
beads;  after  which,  Sacheuse  exchanged  a  knife  for  one  of  theirs. 
The  hope  of  obtaining  some  important  information,  as  well  as 
tba  interest  naturally  excited  for  these  poor  creatures,  made  Capt. 
Kois  impatient  to  communicate  with  them  himself,  and  he  there- 
fore desired  Lieut.  Parry,  to  accompany  him  to  the  place  where 
tba  party  were  assembled  ;  it  appearing  to  Capt.  Ross  that  Sac 
baose  had  failed  ip  persuading  them  to  come  nearer  the  sh\pa,t] 
accordingly  provided  themselves  with  additional  preeenlt,  ' 
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iiating  of  lOoking  glasses  iind  knives,  togethor  with  some  cap* 
and  shirU,  and  proceeded  towards  the  spot  where  the  conference 
WRs  held  with  "mcreased  energy.  By  the  time  Capt.  Ro!?^s  reackd 
il,  the  whole  were  assembled;  those  who  had  been  uri^inali/ 
Vft  at  a  distance  with  their  sledges^  having  been  driven  up  tn 
yoin  their  comrades.  The  parly,  therefore,  now  consisted  of  eigbi 
imlivcs,  with  their  sledges  and  about  fifty  dogs*  two  sailors 
8acheuse,  Capt.  Ross,  and  Lieut.  Parry  ;  forming  a  group  of  uo 
small  singularity,  not  a  little  increased  by  the  peculiarity  of  ibt 
situation  on  a  field  of  ice,  far  from  the  land.  The  noise  and 
clamour  may  be  easily  conceived,  the  whole  talking  and  shouti 
together,  and  the  dogs  howling,  while  the  natives  were  flogging 
them  with  their  long  whips  to  preserve  order^ 

The  arrival  of  Capt.  Rosa  and  his  party  produced  a  visibli 
alarm,  causing  them  to  retreat  a  few  steps  towards  their  sledges 
on  this  Sacheuse  called  upon  them  to  pull  their  noseSi  as  he  hac 
discovered  this  to  be  the  mode  of  friendly  salutation  with  theiii 
This  ceremony  was  accordint^ly  performed  by  each  of  the  partf. 
the  natives  during  their  retreat  making  U6e  of  the  same  geaturea 
the  nature  of  which  was  not  before  understood.  In  the  same  wa;^ 
the  party  imitated  the  shouts  of  the  natives  as  well  as  they  could* 
using  the  same  interjection  Heigh  yaw*  which  was  after wur 
found  to  be  an  ex-pression  of  surprise  and  pleasure.  They  tboi 
advanced  towards  them,  while  they  halted,  and  presented 
foremost  with  a  looking  glasa  and  a  knife,  repeattng  the  m 
presents  to  the  whole,  as  they  came  up  in  Rucoessinn,  On 
their  faces  in  the  glasses,  their  astonishment  appeared  axtmi 
and  they  looked  round  in  silence  for  a  moment  at  each  othei 
And  then  at  the  strangers,  immediately  afterwards  they  set  iip 
general  shout,  succeeded  by  a  loud  laugh,  expressive  of  extroi 
ielight  as  well  as  surprise,  in  which  the  party  joined,  partly  IVoi 
tnability  to  avoid  it,  and  willing  also  to  show  that  they  wv 
well  pleased  with  their  new  acquaintance. 

Maving  now  acquired  confidence  the  natives  advaJtced«  odTerin 
in  rolurn  for  the  knives,  glasses,  and  beads  ,  tlieii  own  knivetii 
Sea  Unicornis  horns,  and  Sea  Horses  teeth,  which  were  accepted. 
Bj  thifi  time  the  officers  of  both  shipt  had  surrourulcd   itiQi 
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NvUb  (he  Uow  of  the  Itabeila,  whieh  wan  close  to  the  ice,  wis 

.iVewded'  with  the  cvew ;  end  certainly  a  more  ludicrous,  jet 

infereiititig  scene  war  neter  beheld,  ihan  that  which  took  pla<<e 

while  tfaej  were  reviewing^  the  ship,  nor  ia  it  poMible  to  convey 

to  the  imagination,  any  thing  like  a  just  representation  of  the 

wild  amBsement,  joy  and  fcar,  which  raocessively  peivaded  the 

Mfitenancea/and  goverbed  the  gestures  of  these  creatures,  who 

fM  Mr  T^nt  to  their  feelings.     Their  shouts,  halloo8>  and 

Inghlei  were  heartily  joined  in,  and  imitated  by  all  hands,  as 

iMi  as  the  eeremonyofncwe -pulling,  which  coeld  not  fiiil  to  in- 

cmse  the  mirth  of  the  vsMeie  and  of  the  whole  party. 

Ihe  natives  now  accompanied  the  party  to  that  part  of  the  bow 
rfthe  ship,  from  whioh'a  rope  ladder  was  suspended,  and'  the 
ttrie  <tf  menntiiig  it  wss  shewn  them;  but  it  was  a  considerable 
iMilMbrs  Aey  oonid  be  prevailed  upon  to  ascend;  the  new 
myh^Jlhil^noW  vwtonnded  <hem  <^n  every  side  caused  fresh 
nUMinnanif  ^Mtfdi  after  a  moment  of  suspense  always  terttf- 
Msdinloodnai  kenitt^iatighier. 

fhe  enljr  'ilihig  11iejr*lo»ked  on  with  contempt  was  a  little 
tfiriM^  4of/ judging  M  diiiibt  that  it  was  t^  small  fordmwieg 
aiMge^  fant^ey  ehmnk  back  as  if  in  terror  fron'n  pig,  whose 
IMkBditevAndfcreciDnsraapecl,  bemg  of  the  Shetland  breed. 
fWiirfsd  eemcrwhat  ef  a  fimnidabh  appearance.  This  amoaal 
Jsppinhigto  grant,  one  ef  them  was  so  terrified,  that  he  became 
iNND  Aat  snotomt  uneasy,  and  appeared  impatient  to  get  out  of 
«siUp. 

*  AHMMig  sAlie^  amneements  mfforded  to  the  officers  and  men  on 
Insfd,  faj  their  trials  on  the  inexperience  of  the  natives,  4as  the 
ifto(  prodoeed  npeii  them  by  seeing  their  faces  in  a  magnifying 
Kirmr:  their  grimaoei  -wero  highly  entertaining,  while  like 
swniiiiiB,  they  looked  first  into  it,  and  then  behind  it,  in  hope  of 
ftiding  tiio  nanneler,  wltieh  vras  exaggiipating  their  hideous 
A  vrntch  wan  also  held  to  the  ear  of  one,  who  sop- 
it  alivn/ asked  iflt  was  good  to  eat.  On  being  shown 
ihs  g^MS  of  the  skylight  and  binnacle,  they  touched  it,  and 
^Aed'  tO'lMidw  -wkMi  kind  of  ice  It  vras.  During  \h\«  eeenA 
to  the  main  ^atohway^  and  sloop\i\4  &*Q^ 
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iftw  the  sergeant  of  marines,  whose  red  coat  produced  a  loud 
exclamation  of  wonder,  while  his  own  altitude  and  figure  did 
not  leis  exeito  the  surprise  of  the  tars,  who  for  the  first  imb 
discovered  some  unexpected  peculiarities  in  the  dross  of  ih 
natives. 

They  were  now  loaded  with  various  presents,  consisting  d 
8ome  articles  of  clothing,  biscuit,  and  pieces  of  wood.  Tl»J 
then  departed,  promising  to  return  as  soon  as  they  had  eaten  asl 
slept,  but  there  were  not  any  means  of  explaining  to  tbsm 
what  to  morrow  meant.  The  parting  was  attended  with  tHi 
ceremony  of  pulling  noses  on  both  sides. 

On  the  11th  August,  the  drifting  of  the  ice  was  the  foreruiiDef 
of  a  southerly  breeze »  which  made  the  situation  of  the  ships  nq 
longer  tenable,  they  were  therefore  obliged  to  cast  loose^ 
after  passing  through  several  narrow  channels  and  nuicb  k 
ice,  they  advanced  seven  miles  to  the  westward,  aad  fortiimUtt 
found  a  place  of  safety  under  the  lee  of  a  very  large  iceberg 
which  lay  aground  in  one  huudrod  and  fifty  fathoms.  No  goon 
however  were  both  ships  fast,  than  an  immense  floe  of  iee,  wit! 
two  small  bergs  in  it,  came  into  contact  with  the  large  berg» 
corner  of  which  was  raised  several  feet ;  a  huge  piece  of  the 
precipice  was  strtiek  off  by  the  concussion,  and  fell  with  a  dread* 
fut  crash ^  breaking  the  ice  below  it,  and  raising  a  wave  that  rent 
the  floe  in  pieces  for  several  hundred  yards,  and  made  the  ships 
roll  considerably.  The  ice  ttien  took  a  circular  motion,  and  cor 
pletely  closed  the  spot  which  the  ships  had  left  but  a  few  minute 
before.  It  continued  to  drift  the  whole  day,  and  a  heavy  full 
snow  coming  on,  the  land  could  not  be  seen ;  the  weather  howj 
ever  began  to  clear  at  midnight,  and  a  bottle  containing 
narrative  of  the  proceedings  was  left  on  the  floating  ice. 

The  fuUowing  day  was  sufficiently  clear  to  allow  of  some  go 
observations  being  made,  and  having  taken  accurate  bearings  < 
the  land,  it  was  found  to  form  a  spacious  bay,  which  was  namf 
after  the  Prince  Regent,  in  commemoration  of  his  royal  highnc 
birthday. 

On  the  13th,  the  berg  by  which  Uie  ships  had  been  protectc 
iiarmg  separated  in  several  pieces,  the  shi^t  cast  off  and  mad 
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wM,  but  before  they  had  proeeetkcJ  ten  miles  to  the  westward, 
th^y  were  slopped  by  a  barrier  of  large  floes  and  berg^s^  which 
Whined  to  ex  lend  from  the  hind  to  the  main  ice.  The  atmOfV| 
sphere  wni  extremely  clear,  and  all  distant  objects  seemed  wonder- 
fiiUy  raiiied  by  refraction.  It  was  afterwards  ascertained  that 
the  land  i»een  from  the  mast  head,  must  have  been  at  the  immoniie 
tlblance  of  one  hundred  and  forty  miles.  The  ice  was  now 
efoiiiip  in  upon  them,  the  weather  had  every  appearance  of  a 
gsfe,  and  no  time  was  therefore  lost  in  seeking  a  place  of  shelleri 
lifiicb  they  were  fortunate  enough  to  find  close  to  aa  iceberg, 
that  was  firmly  secured  to  the  land  ice. 

ITiey  had  not  remained  long  at  their  moorings  before  they 
w#r*  jSfratified  by  the  appearance  of  three  of  the  natives  at  a 
di  Sacheuse  was  furnished  with  presents  and  seot  to 

«peak  *  i>.  and  he  found  they  were  not  his  former  acquaint- 
uMff  b  :  ncr  natives,  who  had  received  a  good  report  of  the 
•tfangtts,  and  therefore  Ihey  had  not  testified  any  alarm  at  their 
appearance ;  Capt,  Ross  accompained  by  Lieut.  Parry  repaired 
til  *^~  "lace  of  communication,  and  having  performed  tho 
eu-  I  rv  ceremonies,  invited  the  natives  on  board;  they  wore 
however  no  sooner  on  board  than  they  began  to  beg  and  steal, 
laying  their  hands  on  every  small  piece  of  wood  which  they  met 
with,  and  pocketing  every  nail  that  they  could  find  about  the  ship* 
After  spending  some  time  in  helping  themselves  to  whatever 
appeared  portable;  Meigack,  who  had  promised  to  introduc«)  his 
wife  to  them,  and  his  two  sons  accompanied  by  three  other 
E«"***'^tn',  were  shown  into  the  cabins  where,  after  much 
««j  n,  they  gave  a  specimen  of  their  dancing.      While 

Capt,  Ross  and  his  party  were  amusing  themselves  with  the 
strange  distortions  of  the  dancers,  and  too  absorbed  in  the  con- 
templation of  the  singular  scene  before  them,  to  pay  particular 
ittention  to  the  actions  of  the  other  natives,  Meigack  took  the 
opportunity  to  slip  unobserved  into  the  state  room  and  purloined 
Gapt.  Ross*  best  telescope,  a  ca«e  of  razors,  and  a  pair  of  scissors, 
which  he  artfully  concealed  in  his  tunic,  and  then  rejoined 
ihe  party  as  if  nothing  had  happened.  He  howe^ct  A\4  noX 
Wapff  fhe  rtgihnee  of  (ho  steward,  who  follow^A  Wita  ^3t\  &<^^^ 
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lawifih  tegotalioD  at  the  top  ;  behind  it,  at  the  distance  of  eigllp 
toeii  miles,  there  were  seen  high  mountains^  covered  with  snow. 
About  MX  miles  to  the  north  of  Cape  Dudley  Digges,  a  beauli- 
ful  glacier  was  seen,  filling  up  a  space  of  four  miles  square,  and 
extending  several  miles  into   the  sea.     Its  height  appeared  to 
be,  at  least  one  thousand  feet.     To  the  northward  several  htiU 
were  plainly  distinguished,  which  Capt,  Ross  was  led  to  beliefe 
to  he  Pctowack.     Wolstenholme  Island  was  now  in  sight  to  thft 
northward  J  aod  as  the  ships  were  steering  for  it»  with  a  fiae  i 
breeze,  and  the  sea  almost  clear  of  ice,  all  idea  of  communicat- 
ing with  the  king  of  the  Arctic  Highlands  was  given  up,  the 
hope  of  attaining  the  grand  object  of  the  enterprize,  being  now 
raised  to  such  a  height^  as  to  make  that  which  was  considered 
desirable  a  few  hours  before,  an  object  of  no  moment  whatever. 

On  the  I9th,  Carey  s  Islands  were  discovered,  which  may  be 
considered  as  the  highest  degree  of  latitude  which  Capt.  Ro«i 
reached,  being  in  latitude  76^  49^  north,  and  longitude  78^  10 
west.  ^ 

His  course  was  now  to  the  south  west,  and  after  passing  seTi^ 
ral  Headlands  and  Bays,  which  were  named  in  honour  of  hit 
private  and  professional  friends^  the  expedition  may  be  said 
to  have  arrived  at  that  point,  where  all  hope  of  obtaining  the 
great  object  of  the  enterprise  was  banished^  and  by  which,  Capt 
Ross  exposed  himself  on  his  return,  to  the  most  severe  animad- 
versions^ not  only  from  the  public  in  general,  but  even  from  soi^e 
of  the  officers  who  accompanied  him  on  the  expedition*  As  tbe 
opinions  which  Capt.  Ross  then  held,  laid  the  foimdation 
the  subsequent  expeditions  of  Capt.  Parry,  and  it  may  also 
added  of  that  expedition,  which  constitutes  the  chief  feature  i 
this  work,  it  is  considered  requisite  for  the  right  understaDdin 
of  the  subject  in  all  its  bearings,  that  the  statement  of  Cmpt. 
should  be  fully  laid  down  in  order  that  it  may  be  seen,  whelhor 
the  charges  which  were  brought  against  him  have  been  aobstao- 
tiated  by  future  navigators^  and  whether  he  were  in  reality  d#- 
sorving  of  that  obloquy,  which  was  so  indiscrimJDately  andj 
fusely  heaped  upon  him. 

On  the  29th  Augusti  the  nearest  laud  was  the  soAllhsm 
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Bay>  to  which  Capt.  Ross  gave  the  name  of  Cape  Cun- 
eind  the  mountains,  which  were  seen  at  a  distance  were 
i  Cunningham  mountains.  The  southern  extremity  of 
as  named  Cape  Charlotte,  being  in  latitude  74°  32' north 
.ude  79°  90'  west.  The  land  could  not  be  approached 
n  five  leagues,  on  account  of  the  packed  ice.  Between 
rlotte  and  the  land,  a  wide  opening  appeared,  but  the 
ing  to  the  westward,  it  could  not  be  explored ;  the 
rtly  afterwards  veering  to  the  southward,  the  ships 
id  stood  in  under  all  sail.  On  the  90th,  the  weather 
k  and  cloudy,  they  continued  to  steer  so  as  to  gain  the 
the  opening,  but  the  wind  being  light  and  variable, 
progress  was  made.  The  land  was  now  seen,  which 
northern  side  of  the  opening,  extending  from  west  to 
a  chain  of  high  mountains  covered  with  snow.  In  a 
>  afterwards,  the  south  side  of  this  opening  was  dis- 
xiending  from  S.  W.  to  S.  E.  forming  also  a  chain  of 
numntains* 

)e  neeossary  to  premise  by  way  of  elucidation,  that  this 
lening  was  no  other  than  Lancaster  Sound,  in  which  the 
of  Capt.  Ross  ran  the  risk  of  being  wrecked,  without 
»ct  of  the  slightest  salvage  being  afterwards  obtained, 
trance  of  the  channel  was  judged  to  be  about  forty* 
3  wide,  the  land  on  the  north  side  lying  in  an  E. 
i  W.  S.  W.  direction,  and  on  the  south  side  nearly  east 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  30th,  the  wind  having  oblig- 
ps  to  stand  to  the  south  side,  Capt.  Ross  had  an  excel- 

of  the  most  magvificent  chain  of  mountains,  which 
er  beheld :  this  chain,  and  the  cape  which  terminates 
rms  the  eastern  extremity  of  the  land  on  that  side  of 
el,  was  named  after  Sir  Byam  Martin,  the  comptroller 
jesty's  navy. 

he  81st,  much  interest  was  excited  on  board  by  the  appcar- 
3  strait,  the  general  opinion  being,  that  it  was  only  an  in- 
id  was  seen  extending  across,  the  yellow  sky  was  percept- 
the  temperature  of  the  water  began  to  decrease.  The 
id,  and  crow's  nest,  were  crowded  with  those  who  were 
o 
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XhQ  most  anxious^  but  nothing  was  finally  decided  at  tlie  sottii 
of  the  sun.     Early  on  the  following  morning,  land  was  seen  it 
the  bottom  of  the  inlet,  but  a  thick  fog  coming  on  put  an  ew 
for  a  time,  to  all  further  observation.      The  land,  which  was  w 
was  a  high  ridge  of  mountains,   extending  directly  across  ti 
bottom  of  tlie  inlet.     This  chain  appeared  extremely  high  in  the 
centre,  and  those  towards  the  north  had  at  times  the  appearance 
of  islands f  being  insulated  by  the  fog  at  their  bases.     Although  a 
passage   in    this    direction   appeared   hopeless,   yet   Capl,  Ross 
determined  to  explore  it  completely ,  as  the  wind  was  favourable) 
and  therefore  continued  all  sail ;  the  weather  had  now 
yariable,    being   alternately   cloudy  and   clear,      Mr,  Beverl 
went  up  to  the  crow's  nest  and  reported,  that  before  the  wealbcr 
had  bec«»me  thick,  he  had  seen  the  land  across  the  bay,   exrfft 
for  a  very  short   space.     Although  all   hapes  were  given  up, 
even  by  the    most    sanguine    that  a  passage   existed,    it  wHi 
determined  to  stand  higher  up,    and  to  put  into  any  barbonr» 
which  might  be  discovered.    As  they  stood  up  the  bay,  two  capes 
on  the  south  side  were  discovered,  one  of  which   was  nam< 
after  the  Earl  of  Liverpool ;  the  land  which  formed  the  bounda 
on  one  side  of  Catherine's  Bay,  was  named  Cape  Hay 

Capt*  Ross  having  issued  his  orders  that  he  should  be  calle 
on  the  appearance  of   land   or   ice   a-head,  and    on    its    being 
reported  that  there  was  some  appearance  of  the  weather  clearing 
at  the  bottom  of  the  bay,  he  immediately  went  on  deck,  andia 
short  time  afterwards  the  weather  clearing;  he  distin€tly  saw 
land  round  the  bottom  of  the  bay,  forming  a  cluiin  of  mouniai 
connected  with  those  which  extended  along  the  north  and  S( 
sides.     This  land  appeared  to  be  at  the  distance  of  eight  lea 
A  continuity  of  ice  was  also  seen  at  the  distance  of  seven  rail 
extending  from  one  side  of  the  bay  to  the  other,  between 
nearest  cape  to  the  norths  which  was  named  after  Sir  Geor] 
Warrender.    and  that  to   the  south,    which  was    named    after 
Viscount    Castlereagh*       The    mourUains    tMch    occupied    l 
centre  in  a  north  and  south  direction^   were  named   Croi 
Mountains,    which   mountains,  Capt.  Parry    in  his   subseq 
voyage  sailed  over»     The  south  west  corner,  which    formed 
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vpsicious  bay,  completely  occupied  by  ice,  was  named  Barrow  8 
Iky;  the  north  corner,  which  was  the  last  Capt.  Ross  made  out, 
Bx  a  deep  inlet,  and  as  it  answered  exactly  to  the  latitude 
[iveii  by  Baffin  of  Lancaster  Sound,  Capt.  Ross  entertained  no 
dinibt  that  it  was  the  same,  and  he  considered  it  a  moet  remark- 
fcWe  instance  of  the  accuracy  of  that  able  navigatori  a  meed 
praise  which  future  navigators  will  not  be  much  inclined  ta 
nxA  to  Capt,  Ross,  when  sailing  up  Lancaster  Sound,  they  look 
for  the  Croker  Mountains, 

Cnpt.  Ross  being  now  satisfied  that  there  was  not  any  pa^^i 
io  this  direction,  directed  his  course  to  the  south  east,  and  early 
m  ihe  1st  September,  Cape  Byam  Martin  was  in  sight.  Towards 
trooo,  preparations  were  made  for  landing  in  a  small  bay  to  the 
northward  of  Cape  Byam  Martin,  and  the  country  was  formally- 
taken  possession  of,  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  his  Britannic 
Majesty,  and  a  bottle  containing  the  proceedings  of  ihe  ships, 
WHS  buried  on  the  summit  of  a  conical  mount  near  the  centre  of 
I  lie  bay. 

In  conformity  with  his  official  instructions,  which  were,  that 
Capt.  Ross  should  leave  the  ice  about  the  I5th  or  20th  September, 
he  now  determined  to  prepare  for  his  voyage  homewards,  coasting 
along  the  western  coast  of  Davis*  Strait»  until  he  arrived  in  the 
Ulitude  of  Cumberland  Strait,  which  may  be  considered  as  the  most 
•outhernmost  point  which  the  expedition  reached.  It  must  however 
be  obaerved,  that  the  second  in  command,  t^s  well  as  the  officers  and 
crews  of  both  vessels  were  dissatisfied  ;  they  believed  their  com- 
mander to  be  in  error,  and  were  but  ill  content  to  sail  homeward, 
just  as  they  seemed  to  be  on  the  point  of  making  some  important 
progress  in  their  search.  Unmoved  however  by  remonstrjince  or 
discontent,  Capt.  Ross  returned  home,  and  in  the  publication  of 
his  narrative,  he  was  assailed  from  all  quarters,  which  was  not 
a  little  increased  by  the  appointment  of  Lieut.  Parry  to  the  com- 
hd  of  another  expedition,  which  was  instructed  to  sail  up  tlio 
ulratt,  the  passage  of  which,  according  to  Capt.  Ross,  was 
blocked  up  by  the  Croker  Mountams,  and  where  he  had  given 
it  as  his  decided  opinion  that  the  pas^^age  was  not  to  be  found. 
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THE  tAST  VOVAGE  OF  CAPTAIN  ROSS,  PSRFORMED  tN  THE  YEARS  I6W.30-3M3  A«k 


The  failure  of  Capt.  Ross''  expedition,  so  far  from  discowaguig 
the  British  governmont  appeared  to  have  given  it  a  new  impulse. 
and  two  vessels  the  Heck  and  the  Griper,  the  first  commanded 
by  Lieut.  Parry,  and  the  latter  by  Lieut.  Liddon,  were  prepartMl 
for  a  new  expedition.     The  ships  were  victualled  for  two  years, 
with  all  the  strength  that  naval  architecture  could  devise,  uikI 
with  the  most  liberal  regard  to  the  comfort  of  the  crew,  tte 
majority  of  whom  had  been  employed  oo  the  expedition  of  Cupl- 
RosR.     It  was  the  opinion  of  Lieut.  Parry,  as  well  as  several  of 
the  officers  who  had  accompanied  Capt.  Ross,  that  the  researches  ia 
Lancaster  Sound  had  been  prematurely  abandoned,  and  that  Capt* 
Ross  had  in  several  instancescommitted  himself  in  the  report,  whicli 
had  been  drawn  up  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Isabella  and  Alex- 
ander, whilst  in  the  vicinity  of  the  CrokerMountains.    The  mi 
sanguine  expectations  were  therefore  entertained  by  Lieut. Parry 
being  able  to  effect  the  passage  in  the  very  quarter  where  Capt  Rosa 
had  relinquished  the  undertaking,  and  accordingly  he  directs 
his  course  direct  for  Lancaster  Sound,  which  he  entered  on  tl 
29th  July,  in  latitude  73^  51',  and  longitude  82"  50'.     After  eii; 
countering  many  diflTiculties,  he  sailed  up  a  strait  to   which  fee 
gave  the  name  of  Barrow  s  Strait,  and  entered  an  inlet  ten  league 
broad,  which  he  called  Prince  Regent's  Inlet,     Having  sailed 
this  inlet  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles,  his  further  progress  w 
arrested  by  a  solid  bulwark  of  icebergs;  he  therefore   return* 
to  its  entrance,  and  continued  his  course  westward,  giving  names 
to  various  bays^  headlands^  &c.,  until  he  arrived  in  tlie  longi 
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'  110°  west,  where  his  crew  became  entitled  to  £5000.;  the 
ily  parliamentary  reward,  which  has  ever  been  claimed. 

After  passing  a  long  and  dreary  winter  at  Melville  Island,  the 
xpedition  reached  in  the  following  year  the  most  western  point 
7  thirty  degrees,  which  had  been  yet  attained  to  the  northward 
f  the  American  coast,  being  119°  48'  IV  west  longitude,  and 
'4°  IV  SO*  north  latitude.  It  here  became  evident  from  the  solid 
appearance  of  the  ice,  that  farther  progress  in  that  parallel  was 
mpossible,  and  the  expedition  returned. 

The  result  of  the  last  voyage  having  considerably  strengthened 
he  hope  of  a  passage  being  to  be  found,  although  in  a  lower  lati- 
ode;  anew  expedition  was  equiped,  and  Capt.  Parry,  having 
leen  promoted,  sailed  in  the  Hecla  and  Fury  in  1821 ;  proceeding 
vestward  through  Hudson's  Strait  to  the  Repulse  Bay  of  Middleton, 
fhich  he  carefully  surveyed/<without  finding  any  second  outlet. 
Uker  passing  the  winter,  he  made  sail  through  Fox's  channel,  and 
f ith  considerable  difficulty  entered  a  strait,  which  he  named  after 
lis  ships,  '*  the  Hecla  and  Fury.""  Here  he  passed  a  second 
rinter,  making  several  land  excursions  on  Melville  Peninsula  and 
/Odd>um  Island,  which  closed  the  proceedings,  the  sickly  state 
f  the  crews  making  an  immediate  return  necessary. 

The  information  gained  by  this  voyage  proved  the  impossi- 
ility  of  a  communication  with  the  Pokir  Sea  in  that  direction, 
at  it  was  hoped  that  the  desired  passage  might  still  be  discovered 
irough  Prince  Regent's  Inlet,  and  Capt.  Parry  was  again  ap- 
ointed  to  make  the  attempt  in  this  direction.  He  sailed  in 
^24 ;  after  wintering  at  Port  Bowen,  he  succeeded  in  penetrat- 
ig  as  far  as  longitude  91°  50'  west,  and  latitude  12°  42'  north, 
ere  one  of  the  ships,  the  Fury,  was  nipped  by  the  ice,  and  it 
as  found  necessary  to  make  some  repairs :  during  the  removal 
'  her  stores,  she  was  further  damaged  by  a  violent  storm,  and 
ere  became  no  alternative,  buf  to  abandon  her.  Such  provisions 
d  stores  as  were  not  required  were  made  secure  on  Fury  Beach, 
d  the  Hecla  returned  to  England.  Capt.  Parry  made  a  fourth 
irage  the  following^year,  with  the  aim  of  reaching  the  North 
le,  but  not  a  single  discovery  was  made  worthy  of  any  notice, 
1  so  utterly  destitute  was  the  expedition  of  all  interest  or  ad- 
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vsLtiVk^e,  that  it  was  regardcfl   in  the  character  of  a  Quijtot 

undertaking,  and  met  with  geir^ral  ridicule  and  censure.     It  ini| 

indeed  be  considered  as  the  last  of  the  government  expeditioi 

for  although  the  country  raised  not  a  murmur  at  the  expeoc 

incurred  in  the  previous  voyages  of  Capt,  Ross  and  Parry,  so  I 

as  a  great  and  national  object  was  to  be  attained^  yet  seri 

indeed  were  ihe  animadversions,  which  were  cast  upon  the  govern 

ment,  for  advancing  any  sum  of  money  on  an  expediUon,  whi" 

might  gratify  the  adventurous  spirit  of  the  projector,  but 

result  of  which  was  to  be  nothing  more  than  fixing  a  broomsti 

with  the  colours  of  England  allached  to  it,  in  the  ice^  on  a  paf 

ticular  spot  of  the  globe^  and  then   having  given  three  heart; 

cheers,  to  retrace  their  steps  and  leave  the  broomstick  with  i| 

appendage,  to  be  swept  away  by  the  next  storm,  or  perhaps  U 

frighten  the  first  bear,  which  might  venture  within  view  of 

alarming  an  object.     From  this  expedition,  it  was  augured  that 

Capt.  Parry  would  return  on^  or  before  the  ensuing  quarter  di) 

and  the  augurs  were  not  wrong  in  their  divinations. 

In  the  mean  lime,  whilst  Capt,  Parry  was  prosecuting  his  ^ 
coveries  amongst  the  Esquimaux  in  the  west^  and  in  the  nnrl 
was  atlempting  to  grasp  with  his  hand  the  spindle  of  the  globe^ 
in  the  former  of  which  he  had  completely  falsified  the  report 
Capt,  Ross,  as  far  as  the  geography  of  Lancaster  Sound  wascoiH 
cerned ;  and  in  the  latter  had  furnished  an  additional  proofj 
any  were  wanting,  that  John  Bull  is  an  animal  more  easily  to  be 
gulled,  than  any  olber  in  the  great  menagery  of  human  bipeds 
Capt.  Ross  was  domiciliating  amidst  hi^  native  lieather  al 
Stanraer  or  elsewere,  casting  ever  and  anon  like  his  great  proto# 
type  Columbus,  a  wistful  eye  towards  the  westward,  but  from" 
«ome  strange  and  unaccountable  associations,  which  must  hav« 
^en  floating  in  his  mind,  he  always  averted  bis  look  from  lh« 
mountains  which  bounded  his  prospect  to  the  northward. 

Al   times  the  buz  of  popular   ridicule   reached   him   in  hi 
seclusion,    and  in   a   bright  and   glorious  moment  of  his  lifei 
rushed  the  grand  conception  into  his  mind,  that  although  a  mai 
may  have  failed  once  in  the  acomplishment  of  a  favourite  projec 
it  does  not  follow  either  logically,  philosophically,  or  naturally^ 
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that  he  should  fail  a  second  time.     Deeply  indeed  did  be  feel 

the  stigma,  which  had  been  east  upon  his  character,  and  certainly 

it  must  be  admitted,  that  he  was  incessantly  persecuted  by  tlio 

vudignity,  as  well  as  the  ignorance  of  a  host  of  pseudo  critics, 

pliilosophers  and  men  "learned  in  science^  who  did  not  hesitate 

the  naost  unblushing  manner,  and  without  the  slightest  regard 

the  already  too  deeply  wounded  feelings  of  Capt,  Ross,  to 

lulgate  their  opinion,  that  even  if  a  north  west  passage  did 

Jly  eicist,  he  was  not  exactly  the  man   to  find  it  out ;  in 

Itich  most  strange  and   impertinent    opinion,    no   one   could 

ly  diSer  from  them  more  than  Capt.  Ross  himselt     In  the 

lOmeter  of  public  estimation  the  gallant  captain  stood,  like  his 

»roeter  in  Lancaster  Sound,  twenty  degrees  below  Zen^pfl 

id  ¥i]th  the  Admiralty,  as  our  gallic  neighbours  would  term  it» 

» stood  ^n  mauvaise  odeur,  so  that  although  he  expressed    bis 

conviction  that  the  discovery  of  the  north  west  passage 

m  yet  to  be  accomplished,  yet  the  heads  of  that  department, 

f  from  a  gross  fatuity,  or  a  stupid  inability,  properly  and 

J  to  appreciate  the  merits  of  Capt.  Ross,  did  not  seem  in  the 

disposed  to  furnish  him  with  the  opportunity  of  verifying  his 

conviction,  arising  perhaps  from  their  having  privately  a  convic- 

tioo  of  their  own,  that  the  conviction  of  Capt.  Ross  was  not  founded 

en  troth ;  in  vain  he  urged  that  he  was  not  the  first  individual  on 

ncofd,  who  had   returned  from  a  voyage  or  a  journey,  and  had 

tried  the  discovery  of  an  object,   which  although  it  might 

been    actually  in  existence   at  the  period  of  its  discovery^ 

m%%  not  to  be  found  on   the  following   day ;    and  by  way  of  iU 

la9trating  this  part  of  his  defence,  he  quoted  the  very  apposite 

vffiiirofa  c<;rtain  renowned  general^  who  being  asked  by  his  in- 

<]tiisitive    monarch,    if  he  had    discovered    any   thing  between 

Wmdsor  and  London,    most  sagaciously   replied,  that  he  had 

discovered  a  great  fog  on  Hounslow  Heath,  which  certainly  was 

AOt  to  be  found  on  his  return  to  Windsor  on  the  following  day, 

J)etpite   however   of  this  powerful  argument,  the  Lords  of  the 

miralty  remained  enshrined  in  their  official  su I lenness  \  in  the 

itiioo  of  Capt.  Ross,  a  degree  of  torpor  bad  come  over  them 

\j  a  binning  to  llie   country,  and  he  now    began  to   perceive 
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that    as   Hope*    had   departed   from    the  Board,   and   from 
Ivor  Id  also,  there  was  littlo  or  no  hope  left  for  him. 

It  cann>t  excite  any  surprise  that  the  anxiety  of  Capt 
to  purify  himself  from  the  obloquy  that  clun^  to  him,  should  hai 
been  so  iotooso ;  smarting  as  he  was  under  the  castigation  whi< 
he  was  continually  receiving",  and  the  severity  of  which 
increased  on  the  return  of  Capt,  Parry,  reporting  that  he  tm 
safe^ly  sailed  over  the  Croker  Mountains,  and  had  penetratfl 
nearly  two  thousand  miles  beyond  them;  but  then,  who  was  th 
individual  that  had  pointed  out  to  Capt.  Parry,  the  root© 
which  he  was  to  steer — who,  but  Capt.  Ross  himself?  Who  ha 
laid  down  so  exactly  the  latitude  and  longitude  of  the  placi 
that  a  collier's  boy  could  have  navigated  the  vessel  directly 
wards  it — who,  hut  Capt,  Ross  himself  2  Who  was  the  persol 
that  had  brought  home  some  of  the  mud  of  the  sounds  which  U 
deep  sea  clamm  had  raised  from  the  bottom  of  the  ocean^  at 
depth  of  six  hundred  and  fifty  fathoms — who,  but  Capt.  Ro 
himself!  then  let  the  great  principle  of  Netson^s  motto  b©  acta 
upon ;  let  not  the  Palmam  ferat,  qui  meruit  be  withheld  froi 
Capt,  Ross  ;  nor  Capt.  Parry  be  allowed  to  deck  himself  with  ill 
plumeSj  which  belong  so  indisputably  to  another.  ^^t 

Various  indeed  were  the  causes  assigned  for  the  conducn 
Capt,  Ross  at  the  termination  of  his  first  voyage,  acting  as  I 
did  against  the  avowed  opinion  and  advice  of  the  officers  undl 
him^and  while  one  ascribed  his  failure  to  pusillanimity,  aseooi 
was  inclined  to  attribute  it  to  sheer  ignorance  and  incapacity ; 
third  to  a  kind  of  second  sight,  peculiar  to  his  countrymen,  w 
sometimes  see  things,  which  have  no  existence  in  reality >  and 
fourth  sought  for  it  in  the  jealousy  andselfishnessof  theHudso] 
Bay  Company.  It  is  true,  that  in  175*2,  one  Joseph  Robson,  wl 
was  a  surveyor  to  the  company,  and  who  had  resided  six  y 
in  the  country^  published  a  book,  in  which  he  assigns  the  reasa 
that  the  monopolizing  spirit  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  is 
sole  cause  of  the  discovery  of  the  north  west  passage  not  hav 
been  accomplished.    Robson  says,  from  the  information  eolleel^ 

•  AUttilipg  H  Sir  George  Hope,  tlic  patroa  of  Qa|>t 
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om  tbe  Esquimaux,  who  came  from  the  westward,  that  the  passage 
:idaubtedly  exists,  but  that  so  long  as  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com  - 
any  oppose  the  discovery,  it  will  be  in  vain  to  attempt  it.  An 
Donymous  writer,  on  discussing  the  premature  return  of  Capt. 
tosBy  alludes  strongly  to  this  opinion  of  Robson,  and  says  there 
ras  something  suspicious  in  the  Captain  of  the  Isabella  giving  p 
ignal  to  return,  without  any  just  reason,  when  he  was  just  in 
Bght  of  the  desired  object,  of  which  all  the  other  officers  com- 
ibdned ;  but  on  his  return  he  ordered  them  to  deliver  up  all  their 
papers,  in  order  that  he  might  publish  just  what  he  pleased ;  by 
imy  of  a  climax,  this  most  sapient  and  acute  writer  observes, 
''the  ancient  Phoenicians,  when  others  began  to  follow  in  their 
trade,  iu  order  to  share  their  trade,  misled  them,  and  even  ran 
the  risk  of  losing  their  own  ships  and  also  their  lives.'* 

The  foregoing  is  merely  given  to  show  the  extent  to  which 
Ike  bvention  of  some  persons  carried  them,  for  the  purpose  of 
■ttadiiiig  odium  and  obliquy  to  the  character  of  Capt.  Ross.  In 
the  first  place  it  accuses  him  by  implication  of  allowing  himself 
lobe  diverted  from  his  duty,  at  the  secret  instigation  of  a  third 
md  highly  interested  party,  for  some  purpose  of  private  emolu- 
Bent  or  aggrandizement;  for  we  are  warranted  in  drawing  the 
conclusion,  that  no  one  will  relinquish  a  certain  benefit,  if  a 
g^ter  were  not  offered  to  him.  The  charge,  however,  against 
Ihe  Hndson^s  Bay  Company  carries  with  it  its  own  refutation. 
For  so  far  from  that  company  being  in  any  degree  injured  by  the 
discovery  of  the  north  west  passage,  they  would  reap  greater 
idvantages  from  it,  in  a  commercial  point  of  view,  than  any 
sther  individuals.  The  discovery  of  the  north  west  passage  had 
never  any  direct  relation  with  the  commerce  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
C!onipany ;  in  fact,  it  was  sought  to  be  discovered  long  before 
hat  company  was  in  existence;  its  original  intent  being  to  ob- 
ain  a  shorter  route  to  China  and  India,  and  thereby  wrest  from 
he  Portuguese  the  sovereignty  of  the  Indian  trade,  but  it  iR  now 
tecome  rather  a  geographical  problem,  than  an  object  of  com<^ 
nercial  rivalry,  for  even  should  it  be  discovered,  it  is  admittefi 
y  all  parties,  that  its  difficulties  and  obstacles  are  of  so  formicf- 
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Me  a  nature,  as  to  make  it  next  to  an  impossibility  to  render 
a  general  channel  of  navigaliun* 

There  were  not  indeed  those  wanting,  who  saw  in  the  eondi 
which  the  agents  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Cainpany,  as  well 
the  North  We««t  Company,  ohserved  towards  Capt.  Frairklio 
latent  disposition  rather  to  frustrate  him  in  his  attempt,  ibaji 
contribute  to  its  success,  and  thence  they  argued,  that  tba 
might  be  some  ground  of  truth  in  the  report,  which  was  cii 
lated  relative  to  the  conduct  of  those  companies  towards  Cap 
Ross,  Now  in  the  first  place  it  should  be  observed  that  in 
part  of  Capt*  Ross's  voyage,  did  he  come  into  collision  with  a 
of  the  factors  or  agents  of  the  Hudson's  Bay,  or  the  North  VVi 
Companies^  nor  in  his  intercourse  with  the  natives  did  he  ubUi 
any  information,  which  could  authorise  him  to  conclude  thatlhei 
excursions  had  ever  extended  within  tlie  range  of  the  hunters 
the  companies,  or  of  those,  who  trafficked  with  them*  It  shou 
also  he  considered  that  if  any  lukewarmness  or  neglect  eittH 
on  the  part  of  the  agents  or  factors  of  the  two  companies,  to 
der  to  Capt.  Franklin  the  assistance  that  was  required,  and  fc 
which  they  were  to  be  remunerated  by  the  government  of  th 
country,  it  arose  more  from  the  unextitiguishable,  and  in  m 
instances  rancorous  spirit  of  joaloufiy,  which  existed  between  tb 
two  companies,  than  from  any  distrust  or  alarm  which  they  migl 
have  entertained  as  to  the  injury  which  their  commerce  wiMi 
sustain,  were  the  north  west  passage  to  be  discovered.         ^H 

The  foregoing  subject  has  been  slightly  touched  upon  intheiS 
est  spirit  of  impartiality,  in  order  to  exonerate  Capt.  Ross  from  i 
of  those  insiduous  and  malicious  charges  which  were  broug! 
against  him,  and  which,  as  is  generally  the  case*  were  attendl 
with  all  those  exaggerations  and  amplifications^  which  the  mi 
fertile  invention  could  supply,  or  the  most  degenerate  maligni 
could  circulate.  To  exempt  Capt.  Ross  from  all  blame  is  hei 
ever  a  task,  which  we  will  not  undertake.  Had  he  been 
ported  in  his  opinion  relative  to  the  existence  of  the  mouolail 
which  presented  such  an  insuperable  barrier  to  his  further  progrei 
bad  he  even  made  the  attempt  to  convince  himself  tliat  the 
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tains  were  not  an  illusion,  caused  perhaps  by  ihe  power  of  refract- 
ion, he  would  have  been  spared  a  great  pari  of  the  odium  which 
was  subw?quotilly  casil  upon  him,  and  have  been  perhaps  the 
di«;ovorer  of  those  lands,  which  was  afterwards  effected  by  Capt, 
Parry  in  the  same  quarter. 

It  was  by  no  means  improbable  that  a  narrow  strait  might  have 
existed  through  the  mountains,  but  this  objection  was  answered 
hv  Capt,  Ross  himself,  who  8ay§,  that  even  if  such  strait  did 
eiist.  It  must  be  evident  that  it  would  be  for  ever  unnavio^able, 
ati<l  in  fiict  that  there  was  not  any  chance  of  ascertaining:  its  exist- 
ence,  ttince  all  approach  to  the  bottom  of  the  bay  was  prevented 
by  the  ice «  which  fills  it  to  so  great  a  depth,  and  which  appears 
never  to  have  moved  from  its  position. 

This  is  all  very  plausible  on  the  partof  Capt»  Robs,  and  isg^ivcn 
liv  him  in  extenuation  of  his  defective  conduct,  but  the  ^^ravnmen 
of  the  charge  still  remains  unaltered  with  all  its  force  and  dainnu* 
lory  adjuncts,  Capt,  Ros«  by  acting  in  opposition  to  the  advice 
and  opinion  of  his  officers,  took  upon  himself  the  wliole  weight 
of  the  responsibility,  and  on  his  return  to  England,  the  satiri8t8 
and  the  caricaturists  aelecled  him  as  a  choice  object,  on  which  to 
oxerciso  ihe  severity  of  their  talents.  By  the  latter  he  was  reprc- 
i«;ented  marching  in  procession  to  the  admiralty,  with  all  the 
trophies  of  his  successful  voyage,  and  the  name  of  Ross  and  the 
north  wo«t  passage  became  the  by-word  for  every  thing  tliat  was 
highly  farcical  and  comical. 

The  next  best  thing,  which  a  man  can  do  after  having  lost  his 
character,  is  to  do  all  he  can  to  retrieve  it,  and  it  was  nut  to  be 
expected  that  Capt,  Rose  could  sit  tamely  down  with  alt  the  load 
of  obloquy  upon  his  shoulders,  and  not  make  some  attempt  to 
remove  it.  There  is  even  some  merit  attached  to  the  attempt, 
for  it  fitiows  that  there  as  still  a  spirit  of  conscious  rectitude  resid- 
ing witiitn,  and  an  anxious  desire  to  shew  to  the  world  the  great 
errors,  and  blufiders  which  it  is  apt  lo  make,  in  forming  an  esti- 
mate of  private  character ;  in  Jicl,  it  must  be  so  far  complimentary 
ami  consoling  to  Capl,  Ross  to  reflect  that,  even  if  any  other 
person    than   himself  had    projected  another  expedition  to  the 

ciic   Regions,  for  the  discovery  of  the  north  west  pasiage,  il 
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would  have  met  with  the  same  decided  refusal  from  govc^tJt 
metit,  for  although  these  expeditions  might  gratify  the  viwonarf 
II ud  enthusiastic  minds  of  some  individuals  belonging  to  tlw 
admiralty,  the  voice  of  the  people  began  to  be  heard,  touch 
iug  the  expenditure  of  the  sums  of  money  which  were  necessary 
for  their  equipment,  and  the  result  of  which  foreboded  nothing 
but  discomfiture  and  disappointment,  with  the  exception  of 
enlarging  the  boundaries  of  the  foreign  possessions  oftheBritiKk 
empire,  by  the  addition  of  a  few  thousand  acres  of  snow  and 
ice,  and  of  formally  taking  possession  of  a  country  as  anappen* 
dage  to  the  British  crown*  which  it  is  most  probable  no  one  will 
ever  visit  again  :  it  is  true  indeed  that  Capt.  Ross  discovered 
that  somewhere  in  the  country  of  the  Esquimaux  (who,  as  their 
country  has  been  formally  taken  possession  of,  though  w  ithout  their 
leave  or  knowledge,  are  now  the  lawful  and  grateful  subjects  of 
bis  Britannic  majesty,)  the  mountains,  or  the  vallies,  or  the  interior 
of  the  earth,  (he  could  not  discover  which)  abounded  with  iron^aud 
he  certainly  exerted  himself  most  strenuously  to  bring  a  bit  of  it 
home  with  him,  as  a  valuable  addendum  to  the  other  natural 
productions  of  the  country,  with  which  his  ship  was  laden;  btil» 
although  a  crowd  of  speculators  could  be  found  to  expend  their 
money  foolishly  and  thoughtlessly,  In  the  working  of  the  South 
/\meriean  gold  and  silver  mines,  yet  from  some  most  unaecounla- 
ifile  inattention  and  disregard  to  their  own  interests,  not  one 
rf-ould  be  found,  who,  on  the  return  of  Capt.  Ross,  could  be  in- 
duced to  speculate  in  the  iron  mines  of  the  north,  notwithstand* 
ing*  the  flattering  prospect  presented  itself  to  them,  of  enjoying 
the  monopoly  without  the  fear  of  a  rival. 

Notwiihstanding  the  royal  society,  the  geological  society,  the 
geographical  society,  and  even  the  zoological  society,  were  alt 
more  or  less  interested  in  the  Arctic  discoveries,  not  one  of  them 
seemed  disposed  to  advance  any  portion  of  their  funds  towards  the 
equipment  of  another  expedition,  and  Britain  would  have  to  regret 
having  lost  the  accession  of  the  valuable  country  of  Boothia  to  i 
dominions,  had  not  a  noble  spirited  individual  stepped  forward^ 
and  from  his  own  private  purse  supplied  the  funds  requisite  For 
itie  fitting^  out  of  a  vessel,  which  in  despite  of  icebergs,  and 
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s,  was  10  carry  the  flag  of  Britain  iiito  the  Pacific, 
lis  tudtTidual  was  Felix  Booth,  Esq.,  late  one  of  the  sheriffs  of 
HidoD,  who  possessing  a  generous  confidence  in  the  ability  of 
pt,  Ross,  and  a  sincere  sympathy  for  the  poignancy  of  hia 
lings,  deserted  him  not  in  the  extremity  of  his  distress,  and 
My  stepped  forward  with  the  true  spirit  of  patriotism  and  dis- 
iteresiedness,  to  replace  on  the  brow  of  his  gallant  friend,  tho 
LfireU,  which  envy  and  malignity  had  so  unjustly  and  undc- 
?rtedly  torn  from  them.  It  must  however,  not  be  omitted  to 
\AUi,  that  a  portion  of  the  ex  pence  was  defrayed  by  Capt.  Ross 
If,  independently  of  which  he  had  to  engage  the  crew  at 
own  risk ;  government  not  even  guaranteeing  the  compara- 
tively trivial  expense  of  wages. 

After  inspecting  several  vessels,  Capt.  Ross  finally  purchased 
lie  \jclory,  which  was  originally  a  Liverpool  trader,  but  in  the 
iplmon  of  many  nautical  men,  who  examined  her,  she  did   not 
mseni  that  promising  ap4>earance  which  ought  to  accompany  a 
esAel,  destined  for  the  service  in  which  she  was  to  be  engaged, 
rch  1829,  she  was  taken  into  Mr,  Fletcher's  dock,  at  Lime- 
>  for  the  purpose  of  being  fitted  out  for  the  expedition,  it 
the  determination  of  Capt.  Ross,  that  she  should  combine 
vantages  of  steam  power  with  the  perfect  capability  of  a 
vessel,     1 1  however  became  a  problem  insoluble  by  many 
med  to  the  navigation  of  the  Arctic  seas,  as  to  the  manner 
lich  a  steam  engine  could  be  rendered  of  any  use,  when 
ting  among  fields  and  floes  of  ice ;  on  the  contrary^  whe- 
would  not  prove  rather  an  incumbrance,  and  an  appcn- 
ore  to  be  deprecated  than  coveted.     Originality  is  one 
clmractertsties  of  genius,  and  as  no  decided  proof  of  tho 
on  of  that  great  virtue,  had  been  as  yet  given  by  Capt. 
I,  h  was  perhaps,  most  advisable  and  politic  in  him  to  at- 
npt  something,  which  had  never  been  attempted  before^  and 
tfefa,  in  Ihe  plenitude  of  their  natural  dulness,  not  one  of  his 
Nlec^sors  had  ever  thought  of     Great,  original,  and  glorious 
md  was  Ihe  idea  of  ploughing  the  Arctic  fields  of  ice,   by     . 
inflorsteamt  and  if  need  required,  by  the  same  power  of^ 
iog  ap  iceberg  from  its  position^  where  it  might  appear  toH 
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absiruet  the  passage  to  the  attainment  af  the  grand  obp 
the  gallant  navigator  had  in  view  ;  in  fact,  if  a  premiui 
been  offered  by  any  of  our  scientific  societies  for  a  proje^ 
chief  merit  of  which  was  to  consist  in  its  total  inability  of 
carried  into  execution,  no  one  will  deny  thatCapt.  Ross,  an 
a  host  of  candidates^  would  he  the  most  likely  man  to  wh 
would  have  been  awarded.  It  must  however  be  obeerveii 
Capt.  Ross  was  peculiarly  unfortunate  in  the  choice  which  he 
of  the  engine,  for  although  the  principles  on  which  it  wai 
slructed  might  he  according  to  the  strict  rules  of  sciencej  ] 
it  was  almost  the  first  of  its  kind  which  had  undergone  th 
of  a  trial,  so  it  should  have  been  the  last  to  have  been  a 
to  a  vessel,  about  to  sail  on  an  expedition,  where  the  u 
strength  would  be  required,  which  the  power  of  mac! 
could  produce. 

The  engine  was  hut  It  on  a  pliin  of  Crichson^  and  fitt^ 
by  Braithwaite,  the  boilers  were  two  and  twenties^  conta 
360  gallons,  the  length  of  the  fore  and  aft  part  of  the  boil 
feet  6  inches,  diameter  17  inches,  spur  wheels  2  feet  6  i 
paddled :  without  the  paddles  in  diameter  S  feet,  breadth  | 
paddles  four  feet  6  inches,  length  2  feet  6  inches,  length  ol 
frame  13  feet,  breadth  2  feet,  weight  eighteen  hundred.  ] 
month  of  April,  a  few  trials  were  made  on  the  river,  b^ 
engine  by  no  means  answered  the  expectations  which  had 
formed  of  it,  on  the  contrary  its  defects  were  too  manifj 
excite  any  hope  of  obtaining  any  benefit  from  its  use. 


laniiJ 


'^f*€  following  were  the  J^ames  of  the  Persons  composU 
Crew  of  the  F*ictory* 

CAPT.  JOHN  ROSS,   R.  N, 

COMMANDER  JAMES  C.  ROSS,  R.  N. 

Mr,  WILLIAM  TIIOM,  R.  N. 

Mr.  J*  Mc*DlARMH),  Surgeon. 

Mr.  BLANKET,  ^  M«li», 

Mr,  THOMAS  ABERNETHY,  5      R,  N.  Gu»ner. 


•  Tlw  Pctio«i«  whose  NMDe  is  printed  in  Untitv^  ue  smcc 
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Iff.  C.  THOMAS,  R.  M  ) 

Mr.  G.  TAYLOR.  (     ^*''^^''*^'' 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  BRUNTON,  En^inPer. 

ALLEN  MeMNNISS,  Second  Engineer. 

Mr.  LIGHT,  Steward. 

Mr.  SHRIEVE;  CarpenterV  Mate. 

HBfiRY  AJKB,  Cook. 

UICHARD  WALL^  a  Petty  Officer. 

THOMAS  MARSLTN,  Armourer. 

JOSEPH  CURTIS,  Seaman. 

JOHN  PARK,  do. 

JOHN  WOOD,  do. 

ANTHONY  BURKy      do.     Lost  bin  sight  by  excessive  flfs. 

DAVID  WOOD^  dob 

JAMES  DIXON,  )  The^c  three  volunteered  from  the 

BARNEY  LACHEY,     S      John  at  Grcenoclc,  and  were  never 

GEORGE  BAXTER,     )      ^^^  <»t^  before. 


At  was  the  case  in  the  former  voyages  of  Capt.  Ross  and  Parry, 
Hie  regular  agreement  was  entered  into  with  the  officers  and  men, 
diftt  on  their  return  to  England  all  papers,  writings,  documents, 
plans,  drawings,  &c.,  which  they  might  have  made  during  the 
foyage,  should  be  delivered  up  to  Capk  Ross,  in  order  to  prevent 
ftQj  other  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  expedition  being 
published,  than  what  proceeded  from  Capt.  Ross  himself.  It  is 
particularly  necessary  that  this  circumstance  should  be  borne  in 
mind,  for  as  that  agreement  has  been  avowedly  infringed,  the 
character  of  certain  individuals  becomes  materially  affected,  in 
having  supplied  the  materials  for  the  compilation  of  the  present 
work,  and  must  in  a  certain  degree  tend  to  excite  the  suspicion, 
that  the  information  which  has  been  furnished,  is  not  of  an 
official  or  authentic  character. 

It  must  also  be  remarked  that  Capt.  Ross  himself  had  by  public 
Advertisements,  and  every  other  means  in  his  power,  circulated 
&  report  to  that  effect,  when  he  must  be  himself  aware  that  the 
infraction  of  the  agreement,  on  the  part  of  any  of  his  officers  or 
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men  was  not  dono,  until  he  had  himself  infringed  the  agreenMi 
which  he  had  entered  into  with  them.  It  was  amongst  oi 
ihiDgSy  which  will  be  hereafter  noticed,  stipulated  that  in 
the  men  should  at  any  time  be  short  of  provisions,  they  si 
then  receive  double  pay,  which  was  to  be  paid  them  on  tb^ 
arrival  in  England*  That  this  paucity  of  provisions  did  tak 
place,  amounting  to  almost  posllivo  starvation,  cannot  nor 
denied  by  Capt.  Ross,  but  so  far  from  this  part  of  the  agree 
ment  having  been  fulfilled,  an  objection  was  raised  to  the  pay 
ment  of  even  the  usual  wages  to  the  men,  on  the  pitiful  plea  t 
the  moment  that  they  were  taken  on  board  the  Isabella, 
could  not  consider  themselves  as  forming  any  part  of  the  crew 
the  Victory,  which  had  been  abandoned,  and  consequently 
their  duty  as  seamen  had  ceased,  they  were  not  entitled  to  tii 
payment  of  the  stipulated  wages. 

This  subject  will,  however,  be  more  fully  discussed  at  th^ 
close  of  the  work,  when  we  shall  also  enterraore  fully  into  a  detai 
of  the  extraordinary,  and  it  may  be  added  ungenerous  and  unju^ 
circumstances  of  the  refusal  of  the  government,  to  award  an 
compensation  to  the  men  employed  in  the  expedition,  on  tl 
ridiculous  and  erroneous  plea,  that  no  precedent  could  he  foum 
for  it,  whereas  one  was  actually  existing  in  the  case  of  th 
reward  of  Government  to  Capt.  Parry,  of  £6000,  on  his  peno 
trating  beyond  a  certain  longitude,  which  sum  was  divided  i 
the  customary  proportions  between  the  officers  and  crc 
whereas  in  the  case  of  Capt  Ross,  who  it  is  well  known  by  a 
the  crew,  was  almost  the  most  ineffective  man  on  board,  th 
entire  sum  of  £5000  has  been  awarded  to  him  to  the  total  exclu 
sion  of  all  the  other  persons  composing  the  crew,  and  particu 
larly  of  Commander  Ross,  to  whose  skill,  energy  and  enterprise 
may  be  ascribed  all  the  success  by  which  the  expedition  wi 
distinguished. 

On  the  23rd  May,  the  steam  being  got  up,  the  Victory  cast  q 
from  the  buoy  at  Limehouae,  and  sailed  down  the  river,  Whil 
ojBT  Doptford,  a  number  of  useful  articles  were  obtained  from  h 
majesty  s  dock  yard,  which  it  was  conjectured  would  proi 
highly  useful  on  the  voyage,  and  conducive  to  the  health  an^ 
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eomfort  of  iho  crew,  on  their  arrival  in  the  northern    latitudes. 

Whilst  on  the  passage  down  the  river,  part  of  the  engine  gave 

way,  which  doubtless  presented  a  flattering  prospect  of  the  great 
value  which  it  would  possess,  when  put  in  action  to  propel  the 
vessel  through  a  floe  of  ice,  when  it  broke  down  even  on 
the  smooth  water  of  the  Thames.  On  the  arrival  of  the   Victory 

*  at  Woolwich  at  80  clock,  it  being  then  high  water,  the  accident 
was  repaired,  and  the  crew  were  paid  their  wages  in  advance 
At  fbnr  oVlock,  the  Victory  cast  off  from  the  buoy,  amidst  the 
cheers  and  acclamations  of  the  people  on  shore,  and  the  crowds 
that  were  assembled  round  the  ship  in  boats.  The  weather  was 
beantiiblly  serene  and  clear,  the  silken  colours  of  tlie  Victory 
flattered  in  the  breeze,  with  their  golden  ornaments,  being  the 
bandy-wdrfc  of  a  lady,  who  presented  them  to  Capt.  Ross,  as  a 
token  of  her  admiration  of  the  noble  spirit,  which  urged  him  to 
bnrethe  perils  of  the  icy  regions,  in  a  laudable  attempt  to  pro- 
mote the  interests  of  science  and  of  commerce.  It  was  a  sight 
&t  fMBB  exhilarating  and  flattering  to  the  spirit  of  the  nation,  to 
witness  the  enthusiasm  which  appeared  to  pervade  the  mind  of 
iil  ranks  of  people,  as  they  cheered  the  gallant  vessel,  which  was 
destined  perhaps  to  carry  the  flag  of  Britain,  where  no  flag  ever 
wared  before,  and  to  complete  an  achievement,  which  had  occu- 
pied the  maritime  spirit  of  the  country,  from  the  earliest  period 
rfiti  history.    . 


At  Woolwich,  Capt.  Ross  obtained  from  his  majesty's  dock 

yard,  a  very  fine  launch  and  two  boats,  that  were  out  with  Capt. 

Franklin,    with   all   their   guns,    equipments,   and   stores.     At 

Gravesend,  the  pilot   was^taken  on  board,  and  havings  put  the 

meebanics  on  shore,  the  Victory  steamed  down  the  rivor  until 

her  arrival  off  Margate,  where  Sheriff  Booth,  his  brother,  and 

Capt.  Duke,  R.  N.  were  put  on  shore,  bidding  farewell  to  their 

pliant  friends,  and  wishing  them  a  safe  return  to  their  native 

fcnd.     In  the  Downs,  the  wind  freshening  to  the  eastward,  the 

engine  was  stopped,  the  paddles  hove  up,  and  at  9  a.m.  took  in 

all  sail,  except  the  close  reefed  fore  topsail,  foresail,  and  fore  and 

aft  main  aail.    It  mtty  be  necessary  to  remark,  that  the  Victory  vjb! 
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rigged  out  in  a  peculiar  maiifier,  being  square-rigged  in  her  fa 
mast,  and  schooner-rigged  in  her  main  and  mizen  masts. 

On  the  25th,  it  was  cloudy  weather  with  a  strong  breeze 
N.  E.,  at  roidnight  passed  Portland  Lights,  and  at  5  a.  n  1 
motion  of  the  ship,aod  swell  of  the  sea,  broke  one  of  the  lamicl 
tow  ropo9}  which  obliged  them  to  st^pd  under  lee  of  the  Isle 
Wight,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  it  repaired.  The  wind  abatin 
a  little,  they  made  sail  and  passed  the  Eddystone,  when  the  we 
ther  becoming  still  more  moderate,  they  set  a  11  studding  mi 
but  soon  after  took  them  in,  and  hauled  round  the  Longshifl 

From  the  27th  to  the  30th  they  stood  off  and  on,  makiog  bH 
little  progress,  the  wind  being  about  N,  W. ;  but  on  the  30th tl 
wind  coming  more  round  to  the  westward^  they  lay  along 
land  ;  in  the  course  of  the  night,  the  wind  veered  to  the  non 
ward,  and  they  tacked  to  the  westward.  On  the  3lst  they 
the  engine  to  work  during  the  day,  but  stopped  it  at  night  £ 
hove  the  paddles  up,  having  made  little  more  than  a  knot 
hour.  Finding  that  they  did  not  gain  any  thing  by  tackii 
they  furled  all  sails,  sent  down  the  yards  and  attempted  to  steal 
to  windwardj  in  which  they  continued  until  4  AM.  of  the 
June^  but  they  were  soon  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  their  sal 
again,  as  the  steam  scarcely  enabled  them  to  keep  their  rotin 
and  so  far  from  making  any  progress,  they  were  driven  somewb 
to  leeward.  On  the  3d  they  passed  Holyhead,  but  the  engfc 
proving  defeclive,  having  broken  the  starboard  key  of  the  inie 
mediate  shaft,  they  were  obliged  to  put  into  Port  Douglas, 
the  Isle  of  Man,  where  they  brought  up  in  the  bay  in  aev< 
iathoms  water,  at  5  A  if .  of  the  5th  June.  Capt.  Ross  went  on  ahaj 
and  sent  off  a  supply  of  fresh  beef,  water,  spars,  deals,  &c.  T 
decks  of  the  Victory  were  soon  crowded  wilh  visitors,  amon 
whom  was  the  governor,  who  invited  Capt,  Ross,  and  Co^ 
mander  Ross  to  dine  with  him,  A  supply  of  shoes,  stockin 
shirts,  &c.,  was  also  obtained  at  Port  Douglas,  and  the  ©ngi 
being  repaired,  Capt.  Ross  became  anxious  to  proceed 
voyage,  in  order  to  reap  all  the  advantages  which  the 
could  afford*    The  wind  however^  being  to  the  north  westw 
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ihey  were  obliged  to  remain  until  the  7th,  when  the  wind  came 
easterly,  which  blows  right  into  Port  Douglas.  They  however 
got  under  weigh,  and  with  all  studding  sails  set,  made  sail  for 
Port  Logan,  North  Britain.  The  keys  of  the  shaft  being  ship- 
ped, the  steam  was  got  up  with  the  lee  paddle  down,  in  order 
to  assist  the  vessel  in  turning  to  windward.  They  now  stood 
over  for  the  west  coast  with  all  sail  set. 

Oa  the  8th  a  serious  accident  happened  to  William  Hardy 
die  stoker,  who  had  one  of  his  arms  nearly  cut  off  by  one  of  the 
spur  wheels,  whilst  in  the  act  of  oiling  the  piston  rod.  It  was 
found  necessary  to  amputate  the  arm,  and  on  the  following 
moming  on  arriving  at  Port  Logan,  Hardy  was  sent  on  shore, 
whence  he  was  conveyed  in  a  cart  belonging  to  Colonel  Mac- 
dowall,  to  Capt.  Ross'  house  at  Staiiraer,  where  a  second  ampu- 
tttion  took  place,  but  where  according  to  his  own  report,  he  did 
not  receive  that  attention  which  the  severity  of  his  case  demanded. 
At  this  place  a  number  of  articles  were  sent  on  shore,  which 
Capt.  Ross  considered  as  useless,  and  the  ship  was  visited  by 
Colonel  Macdowall  and  Mr.  Adair,  the  brother-in-law  of  Capi. 
Ross,  both  of  whom  sent  a  fine  bullock  on  board,  with  the  re- 
quisite quantity  of  fodder.  Capt.  Ross  granted  permission  to 
the  crew  to  go  on  shore  for  a  walk ;  and  they  were  escorted 
about  the  place  by  the  preventive  Fcrvice  men,  who  took  them  to 
a  fine  pond,  that  is  fed  every  tide,  in  which  there  are  some  scores 
of  codfish,  which  are  so  tame  that  they  will  come  and  eat  out  of 
the  hand. 

On  the  evening  of  the  10th,  the  Victory  got  under  weigh,  and 
made  sail  with  a  light  breeze  from  the  south  west.     At  midnight 
come  too  with  a  kedge  anchor  off  Port  Patrick,  and  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning  weighed  and  made  sail  with  a  boat  towing 
ahead ;  an  easterly  breeze  springing  up,  took  them  to  the  en- 
trance of  Loch  Ryan,  where  they  came  to  at  8  p.m.,  and  Mr. 
Thorn  came  on  board  in  one  of  the  John's  boats.     At  4  a  m.  got 
under  weigh,  arrived  at  the  Kern  Point,  and  made  fast  to  the 
John  of  Greenock. 

A  circumstance  of  rather  a  serious  and  disheartening  ns 
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instil  into  the  minds  of  Capt.  Ross  or  his  officers,  that  sentimi 
of  mutual  contidence,  which  ought  to  subsist  between  all  partii 
when  engiiged  on  an  expedition  of  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  pi 
sent  one,  and  where  iho  most  active  co-opera  lion  was  necessary 
in  order  to  insure  even  a  comparative  degree  of  success,  Tb( 
John  had  been  engaged  by  Capt*  Ross  to  carry  out  the  stores 
and  having  performed  that  service,  she  was  to  bring  home  what 
ever  was  valuable  belonging  to  the  w^reck  of  the  Fury,  and  tf 
complete  her  cargo  with  oil  or  any  other  commodity  that  coul 
be  obtained  ;  in  fact,  she  was  to  bo  considered  in  every  respect 
as  a  trading  vessel j  without  any  relation  to  the  object  of  th< 
expedition,  no  further  than  conveying  the  stores  which  were 
to  be  shipped  into  the  Victory,  on  arriving  at  a  particular 
point  of  their  destination. 

The  season  was  however  too  far  advanced  to  expect  any  great 
success  in  the  whale  fishery,  for  the  whaling  ships  had  reached 
their  fishing  ground  before  even  the  Victory  had  sailed  from  ihi 
Thames;  and  therefore  a  suspicion  began  to  ari«e  in  the  minds  o! 
the  crew  of  the  John,  that  they  would  be  required  to  winter  in 
the  Arctic  Seas,  at  all  events,  that  a  great  risk  was  run  of  being 
80  beset  in  the  ice,  as  lo  render  a  return  in  the  course  of  thatyear^ 
an  object  almost  impossible  to  be  effected.  Whatever  conveni* 
ences  might  have  been  made  on  board  the  Victory,  for  a  winter 
sojourn  in  the  arctic  seas,  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  John  wa 
not  in  any  respect  so  equiped,  as  lo  divest  from  the  minds  of  th 
crew,  all  apprehensions  of  the  great  sufferings  which  they  would 
have  to  endure,  were  tliey  to  be  obliged  to  winter  amongst  the  ice^ 
and  especially  as  the  John  was  not  a  vessel  cither  in  her  make« 
construction,  or  defensive  arrangements,  able  to  contend  with  the 
dangers  of  a  navigation  amongst  fields  of  ice,  which  tlie  stoutest 
vessels  are  sometimes  unable  to  surmount*  The  loss  of  the  Fury^ 
fitted  out  as  she  vras  with  all  the  strength  which  navul  architect* 
ure  could  bestow  upon  her,  was  to  the  crew  of  the  John,  a  serious 
warning  of  the  fate  which  would  most  probably  befal  ihemj 
were  they  obliged  to  winter  amongst  the  ice,  and  totally  bereft 
of  any  of  those  comforts  which  would  be  actually  nece8Rir\%  n 
h'iiahlc  them  to  survive  the  rii^our  of  tlic   climate.      With  the* 
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[loomy  impressions  on  the  minds  of  the  crew  of  the  John,  little 
larprise  need  be  excited  at  the  condition  which  they  imposed 
upon  Capt.  Ross,  that  in  the  event  of  their  sailing  in  the  John 
Ibey  should  not  be  called  upon  to  navigate  the  vessel  beyond  a 
certain  latitude,  and  that  security  should  be  given  to  them,  that 
they  should  not  be  obliged  to  winter  amongst  the  ice.    To  these 
tome  other  <ronditions  were  attached,  to  which  Capt.  Ross  refused 
to  accede,  and  the  crew  of  the  John  expressed  their  determi- 
nation not  to  proceed  on  the  voyage.    This  untoward  circum- 
sUace  placed  Capt.  Ross  in  a  state  of  great  embarrassment,  slh 
it  became  a  question,  whether  the  crew  of  the  Victory  would 
«iil  without  the  John,  but  he  was  happily  relieved  from  all 
anxiety  on  this  point,  for  on  Capt.  Ross  putting  the  question  to  the 
crew,  whether  they  would  proceed  on  the  voyage  without  the 
:  John,  they  one  and  all  gave  their  consent,  and  every  exertion 
was  immediately  made  to  tranship  the  stores  from  the  John,  in 
order  that  no  further  time  might  be  lost,  and  that  the  crew  of  the 
Victory  might  not  be  exposed  to  any  sinister  influence,  which 
the  refractory  spirit  of  the  crew  of  the  John  might  allempt  to 
exercise  upon  them.     Three  of  the  crew  of  the  John,  James 
Dixon,  Barney  Lachey,  and  George  Baxter,  volunteered  on  board 
the  Victory,  but  never  having  been  at  sea  before,  their  services 
could  not  prove  of  any  great  value ;  almost  all  the  remainder, 
taking  the  advantage  of  the  absence  of  Capt.  Ross  and  his  nephew, 
who  where  gone  to  the  house  of  the  former  at  Stanraer,  left  the 
ship,  and  the  whole  of  the  duty  of  the  removal  of   the  stores  of 
the  John,  now  devolved  upon  the  crew  of  the  Victory. 

On  the  13th,  Mr.  Thom  went  in  the  preventive  boat  to  Stanraer, 
and  on  the  same  day  Mr.  Adair  brought  on  board  a  large  quantity 
of  garden  stuff,  viz.  cucumbers,  radishes,  lettuces,  onions,  &c., 
but  at  the  particular  request  of  Capt.  Ross,  ho  left  the  ship  for 
the  purpose  of  going  to  Stanraer  in  search  of  Mr.  Thom,  in  order 
lo  hurry  him  on  board,  as  a  fair  wind  had  sprung  up,  and  Capt. 
Ross  was  unwilling  to  lose  the  advantage  of  it.  In  the  evening 
Mr.  Thom  and  Mr.  Mc'Diarmid  came  on  board,  and  shortly  after- 
^pards  the  Victory  cast  off  from  the  John,  giving  her  throe  hearty 
I'dieers.  but  which  were  not  returned  with  thtit  snirit.  nnA  nmmc^. 
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During  the  night  of  ihc  lilth,  the  wind  came  on  to  blow  slio 
from  the  westward,  wilh  a  heavy  sea ;  two  of  the  hands  wj 
sent  Tip  to  clue  up  the  fore  top  gtiUant  sail,  when  the  head  of  i 
foremast  gave  way,  but  fortunately  no  other  damage  was  don 
the  men  had  almost  a  miraculuus  escape,  and  as  the  wind  «hor(| 
fterwards  abated,  all  hands  were  employed  in  clearing  an 
he  wreck.     From  the  15th  to  the  17th,  the  weather  was  squall 

ith  violent  gales,  and  on  the  16th  Loch  Swilley  was  in  sig 
twenty  four   miles,  bearing  south.     The  wind  moderating  th 
made  all  saiL  and   stood   away   S.  W.   bearing   away  for 
Swilley,  where  an  Irish  fishing  bnat  came  along  side,  from  whiJ 
some  fine  mackarel  were  obtained.     Towards  evening  a  bre 
springing  up  from  the  southwest,  Capt.  Ross  determined  to  alter' 
his  course,  Loch  Swilley  then  bearing  south  eight  mites. 

On  ihu  22nd,  the  anchors  were  stowed  away;  a  brig  wasscflli 
standing  to  the  southwest,  with  strong  breezes  and  a  heavy  cei 
and   the   ship   labouring  very  much   on  account   of  the  Uuuc 
which  they  had  in  tow  at  the  stern,  and  which  proved  of  th 
greatest  hindorance  and  impediment  to  the  sailing  of  the  tint 

As  yet  little  or  no  benefit  had  been  derived  from  the  st 
engine  ]  the  boilers  were  found  to  be  defective,  and  the  carpenteH 
and  engineers  were  constantly  employed  on  the  repairs.  On  ih 
'23rd,  they  reported  to  Capt.  Ross  that  the  engine  would  be  rea*lj? 
in  about  eight  or  nine  days*  but  it  now  began  to  be  the  prefniU 
ing  opinion  amongst  the  crew,  that  the  engine  was  not  made  on 
thoRe  principles  as  to  insure  any  decided  advantages,  but  Wi>ui<i 
rather  operate  as  a  check  upon  the  sailing  properties  of  the  vi»sjh»1 

It  was  now  reckoned  that  the  Victory  was  half  way  to  Capo 
Farewell,  and  the  24th  being  the  hirthday  of  Capt.  Ross,  onoi 
the  bullocks  was  killed,  and  the  crew  w^ere  regaled   with  i 
extra  allowance  of  grog. 

On  the  26th,  the  engineer   reported   the  boilers   to  \m  m 

ore  tight,  and  the  small  bellows  repaired,  but  from  the  varialj 

te   of  the   weather,   little   or  no   use  could  bf*    made  of 

gine. 

A  number  of  birds  were   now  seen,   which  announced] 
approach  to  land,  some  of  which  were  shot  by  the  crei 
were  found  by  no  mean^  la  be  uttprA\aVA\iV<i.    "W^t-j  mik  Vw^wj 
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H  nanxe  of  iho  sheerwaters,  and  like  the  nwks,  abound  in 
^igious  oumbers  on  the  coasts  of  Greealand,  and  some  of  tlifl 
lUd  in  Baffins  Bay. 

^P  ihey  were  now  approaching  the  latitudes,  where  fresh 
^Br  ice  wa4  to  be  obtained  for  the  boilers  of  the  steam  engine, 
^Hagineer  was  busily  employed  in  connecting  the  feed  pump 
PHo  small  engine^  from  which  a  great  benefit  was  expected. 
Il^liity  in  alleviating  the  labor  of  the  crew^  but  in  expediting 
^ftrogres^  of  the  vesseL  The  Norway  yavil  was  also  got  in 
^Br,  aad  every  preparation  was  made  for  overcoming  the 
^Bcles^  and  providing  for  the  difficulties  which  they  were 
^Be  ere  of  encountering,  and  lo  which  they  looked  forwards 
^Ba  tnily  noble  spirit,  resolving  to  show  that,  although  success 
^■bl  not  attend  their  efforts,  the  failure  should  not  be  attri- 
^Hd  to  want  of  energy  or  resolution. 

^■bd  *2Stb  being  Sunday^  the  whole  crew  attended  divine 
^Bee,  »  practice  which  much  to  the  credit  of  Capt,  Ross,  was 
^Biausly  observed  during  the  whole  of  the  voyage »  excepting 
^■fbose  pressing  occasions,  when  the  navigation  of  the  vessel 
^Bnptorily  demanded  the  services  of  the  crew* 
^K  qoantity  of  fern  was  now  seen  floating  on  the  water,  a  cer- 
^B  Indication  of  the  vicinity  of  land,  and  a  good  look  out  was 
^■1  for  Cape  Farewell.  On  the  Ist  July  a  suit  of  warm  cloth* 
^H^8  issued  to  every  man^  and  other  necessaries  provided  as 
^Hbctors  against  the  inclemency  of  the  climate,  which  it  would 
^Htly  be  their  lot  to  endure. 

^Bi  the  4th  Commander  James  shot  a  solan  goosOi  which 
^Bed  a  dainty  dish  for  the  inmates  of  the  cabin,  but  the  sailors 
^P'e  the  preference  to  the  usual  fare.  The  weight  of  the  goose 
I  without  ihe  feathers  was  61b  2oz, 

Oa  the  6th  they  had  strong  breezes  from  the  southward  and 
ika  eastward,  by  which  the  ship  made  one  hundred  and  thirty 
■|Q6s  in  iwenly-four  hours  j  but  they  were  obliged  to  shorten 
^H  on  account  of  the  great  strain  which  was  on  the  tow  ropes 
H^  launch.  On  the  same  day  a  bottle  was  hove  over^board, 
^^^BB|to  in  it,  detailing  the  proceedings  of  the  vessel,  lM[ 
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maiie  on  the  7lh  one  hundrod  nnd  forty -five  mjlcs^  in  twQ 
four  hours,  and  on  the  8lh  the  first  land  was  seen ;  on  the  lai 
day  a  large  tree  was  picked  up,  which  measured  St  flH 
length,  A  great  number  of  birds  of  different  kinds  were  ol 
seen  flying  in  all  directions,  many  of  which  were  shot  by  t| 
crew,  but  principally  the  sheer  waters,  the  average  weight 
which  was  thirty-two  ounces ;  several  fish  were  seen  €^M 
9th;  and  on  the  10th  the  provisions  that  had  been  shipp^H 
board  the  John,  were  taken  out  of  the  launch,  from  a  foar  ih 
as  they  were  approaching  the  ice,  some  accident  might  occ( 
by  which  the  stores  would  bo  lost. 

On  the  rZlh  being  Sunday,  no  divine  service  could  be  hoi 
on  account  of  the  occupations  of  the  crew,  and  particularly  tl 
engineers,  who  were  employed  the  whole  of  the  day  in  puttin 
the  engine  into  a  proper  state  for  action,  which  was  to  bejiij 
as  soon  as  a  requisite  quantity  of  leo  could  be  obtained  fdl^ 
filling  of  the  boilers.  The  crew  were  chiefly  employed  in  pii 
ing  up  the  drift  wood,  which  was  floating  in  abundance  aba 
trte  ship,  and  which  was  too  precious  a  commodity  to  negle 
every  opportunity  of  obtaining. 

On  the  13th  the  first  iceberg  was  seen ;  the  land  being 
sights  and  a  boat  was  sent  out  for  the  purpose  of  loading  h 
with  ice*  as  they  were  not  only  very  short  of  water »  but  it  w 
required  for  the  purpose  of  the  steam  engine.  The  boat  m 
ceeded  in  obtaining  a  cargo  of  fre^h  water  ice,  and  there  beii 
no  fear  of  a  reguUir  supply  of  ice  being  to  be  had,  the  furoa 
was  kindled  for  the  purpose  of  trying  the  connecting  mad 
nery  of  the  feed  pump,  to  work  with  the  small  engine  withi 
the  assistance  of  the  crew.  The  steam  was  got  up  in  one  boil 
the  connecting  machinery  answered  well,  but  the  sjuall  belle 
required  all  the  force  which  could  be  applied  to  it,  A  fair  wl 
springing  up,  all  sail  was  eelj  the  land  being  still  in  sif 
and  a  brig  was  seen  standing  in  for  it ;  a  number  of  wha 
were  also  seen,  one  of  which  came  so  near  the  ship  that 
was  fired  at,  but  it  was  not  ascertained  whether  the  shot  lo^ 
effect. 
On  the  4th J  a  very  large  \cebexg  vvoL^^^ti  (torn  which  eoi 
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lorG  ice  was  obtained,  and  as  there  was  now  an  abundance  o 
reih  -water,  soap  was  distributed  to  all  the  crew,  and  nearly  the 
rhole  of  the  5th  was  employed  in  the  washing  of  their  clothes 
rhewind  still  was  fair  and  on  the  15th,  the  engine  was  got  ready 
ht  starting,  but  a  heavy  sea  running  on  the  following  day,  with 
itimig  breezes,  it  could  not  be  brought  into  action.  On  the  17th 
ftft  weather  having  moderated,  preparations  were  made  for  get- 
ting up  the  steam;  the  fires  were  lighted  and  all  hands  blowing 
•t  the  small  bellows.  The  steam  being  up  sufficiently  to  work 
the  small  engine,  the  larboard  paddle  wheel  was  lowered,  and  the 
tteam  set  on.  For  about  three  hours,  the  engine  appeared  to 
work  well,  but  then  on  a  sudden  it  gave  way  and  the  steam  was 
let  off.  Not  a  moment  was  lost  in  attempting  to  discover  where 
ibe  defect  lay,  when  it  was  ascertained  by  the  engineer,  that 
two  of  the  pipes  in  the  fore  and  aft  boiler  had  burst,  and  were 
u  flat  as  a  pancake.  It  was  mentioned  by  the  engineer  that  the 
■team  bad  been  too  high  at  some  period  in  the  river,  for  the  pipes 
to  bear,  and  that  the  water  was  also  too  low.  Capt.  Ross,  the 
engineers,  and  the  armourer  were  up  all  night,  endeavouring  to 
repair  the  damage,  and  on  the  following  day  water  was  pumped 
into  them  to  see  if  they  were  tight,  but  they  were  found  to  he  as 
leaky  as  before.  In  two  hours  the  water  had  all  leaked  out,  but 
by  great  exertion  the  engineer  succeeded  in  getting  the  steam 
np  with  a  fair  pressure,  but  the  steam  came  roaring  out  of  the 
larboard  boiler,  just  by  the  furnace  door,  as  well  as  at  the  lower 
part  of  the  boiler ;  at  the  same  time  that  there  was  not  steam 
enough  to  work  the  small  engine,  wherewith  to  blow  the  small 
bellows ;  in  a  short  time  afterwards  the  starboard  key  broke  and 
the  engine  stopped  altogether;  this  was  the  more  disastrous  as 
the  weather  was  highly  favourable  for  tha  operation  of  the  en- 
gine, light  winds  and  smooth  water. 

The  19th  being  Sunday,  divine  service  was  performed,  but  lit- 
tle progress  was  made  as  the  weather  was  almost  calm,  with 
very  light  winds ;  a  number  of  whales  were  seen  at  a  distance. 
playing  about  a  large  iceberg,  and  from  their  motions  they  ap- 
peared to  be  in  search  of  their  prey.  Judging  that  they  might 
Be  in  search  of  fish,  soundings  were  taken,  and  the  depth  ivas 
IS  bthoms,  with  coarse  shells  and  coral.     A  fishing  line  wv>^ 


\Tl  LAST    VOYAGE   OF   CAPT.    ROSS 

liow  put  overboard  and  lliree  tmllibut  weigliing  OTItis^  and 
cod  weighing  14^tt>s  VFere  caught. 

On  the  2lst  land  viras  in  sight,  and  the  steam  was  got  apj 
ihe  engine  worked  very  badly,  on  account  of  the  larboard  boil- 
er leaking  so  much  that  it  put  the  fire  out;  the  crew  however 
laboured  hard,  working  the  bellows  to  keep  the  steam  up,  anfl 
this  severe  labour  in  addition  to  that  of  navigating  the  vessel, 
created  no  little  dissatisfaction  amongst  the  crew,  who  in  their 
hearts  wished  the  engine  at  the  top  of  an  iceberg,  or  like  Jonas 
in  the  belly  of  a  whale;  for  so  far  from  diminishing  their  labour, 
or  expediting  their  progress,  the  utmost  speed  which  they 
reached  was  two  knots  in  an  hour,  during  which  time  they  were 
obliged  to  be  incessantly  working  at  the  bellows,  or  exposed  to 
the  danger  attendant  upon  the  gathering  of  the  ice  for  the  purpose 
of  feeding  the  boilers:  soundings  were  again  taken  in  80  fathooui 
but  nobottom^     Commander  James  caught  another  fine  cod. 

The  fires  were  now  drawn*  all  the  clinkers  cleared  out,  and 
light  set  to  the  furnace,  but  all  to  no  purpose,  as  the  larboard 
boiler  continued  to  leak  so  much  that  the  fire  was  put  out  asfiistas 
it  was  lighted ;  the  steam  however  from  the  starboard  boiler,  work- 
ed  the  larboard  wheel  with  the  starboard  wheel  up.  At  8p.m.  lb© 
watch  was  set,  every  man  in  the  ship,  sixteen  in  number^  takinfl 
it  by  turns  during  the  night  to  blow  the  bellows,  to  keep  the 
steam  up.  The  progress  during  the  time  the  steam  was  up,  wa« 
1  mile  2  furlongs  per  hour.  The  oflScers  caught  several  very  fine 
cod,  and  two  hallibut.  At  11  p.m.  the  engine  was  still  at  work, 
but  the  crew  were  much  fatigued,  and  almost  choaked  with  the 
sulphurous  exhalations  arising  from  the  furnace. 

On  the  2*2nd,  a  light  and  fair  breeze  springing  up,  all  sail  w^ 
set;  the  steam  was  let  off  and  the  paddle  hove  up ;  at  1  p.m.  tack€ 
and  stood  in  with  the  land,  A  number  offish  were  caught,  whic 
being  weighed  amounted  to  453tb8.  At  midnight  of  the  2'h 
they  were  close  in  with  the  land  about  South  Bayor  Wylic  Ford, 
and  s  ent  a  boat  on  shore  to  look  for  a  harbour ;  at  three  iba 
boat  returned,  and  commander  James  took  the  ship  into  a  very 
fine  harbour,  but  it  was  amongst  a  parcel  of  islands.  The  ship 
was  liowever  got  safely  in,  and  made  fast  to  the  rocks  in  thr^ 
fathoms  ivator, 
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The  erew  now  beg^an  to  disinantie  the  vessel,  and  got  the  fore^ 
and  mizen-mast  out.     At  7  the  governor,  the  miDUter,  and 

boat^  crew  came  on  board,  and  informed  Capt.  Ross  that  he  lay 

L  a  very  dangerous  place.  They  breakfasted  in  the  cabin^  and 
[lapt.  Ro«8  and  commander  James  returned  with  them  on  shore, 
'hey  were  now  informed  that  the  wreck  of  the  Rookwood  of 
Liondon  lay  inside  tiic  harbour,  which  turned  out  to  bo  a  most 
brtunate  circumstance,  as  the  Victory  was  greatly  lu  want  of 

lany  things,  with  which  she  could  be  supplied  from  the  wreck, 
L*api^  Ros8  entered  into  a  negotiation  with  the  governor  for  tlHs 
rtoros  of  the  Rookwood,  the  terms  of  which  were  agreed  to,  and 

was  determined  to  take  the  Victory  where  the  Rookwood  lay, 
br  tho  more  convenient  and  speedy  shipment  of  her  stores.  At  2 
tbey  cleared  away,  cast  off,  and  ran  up  the  harbour  with 
h»  fora  topsail  at  the  bead  of  the  cheers,  and  brought  to  in  IS 
kthoms.  On  the  25th,  a  few  Esquimaux  came  on  board,  and 
Nusbajiged  a  number  of  articles  with  them  for  skins  and  warm 
^Otbittg.  The  governor  also  sold  them  a  quantity  of  warm 
lothing.  which  in  a  subsequent  part  of  the  voyage  proved  highly 
ptable;  Capt.  Ross  and  his  nephew  dined  with  the  governor, 
nd  they  were  joined  at  tea  by  the  doctor  and  the  purser.  In 
ibe  mean  time  the  crew  were  busily  employed  in  getting  the 
tookwoods  stores  on  board,  and  getting  the  fore-mast  out,  and 
;eittag  tbe  Rookwood^s  mizen-mast  in  its  place,  and  a  small 
pmr  for  a  jigger-mast  instead  of  a  mizen>mast. 
On  the  2j5th^  all  hands  were  called  to  get  the  ship  ready  for 

i,  and  eent  tlie  launch  on  shore  for  some  of  tlie  Rookwood  8 
iroals,  the  remainder  of  the  crew  to  heave  short.  At  11  a.m,  got 
the  launch  alongside,  dropped  her  astern  and  made  all  secure, 
It  noon  shipped  the  anchor  and  got  under  way,  accompanied  by 
Iho  governor,  minister,  and  two  boat's  crew  to  assist  in  towing 
ibo   Te«scl   out  of  the  harbour.     Being  now  in  a  fciir  way»  the 

overnor  and  his  party  took  their  leave,  giving  three  cheers, 

rbich  were  returned  by  the  Victory  by  a  salute  of  three  bombs, 
rhe  wind  was  fair,  and  several  icebergs  in  sight*  some  of  which 

ppeared  to  be  in  motion,  and  which  in  consequence  requfrod  tli« 
skill  in  the  navigation  of  the   viissel,  as  one  o(  i\\o%^ 
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enormous  masses  coming  in  contact  with  her,  might  have  provei 
her  destruction. 

On  the  27th,  the  second  bullock  was  killed,  as  it  was  daily 
decreasing*  in  size  and  goodness,  partly  from  a  paucity  of  fodde 
and  partly  from  the  necessity  of  supplying  it  with  water obtainei 
from  melted  ice,  which  evidently  affected  the  animal,  and  woul 
perhaps  have  ultimately  proved  its  death.     The  prospect  now 
became  gloomy  and  portentous  of  the  difficulties  to  which  they 
were  approaching  ;  in  every  direction  the  ragged  iceberg  reared 
its  gigantic  mass,  and  in  the  evening  of  the  day  forty-nine  bcrgs^j 
were  in  sight,  seeming  like  so  many  giants  disposed  to  dispute 
all  further  progress  to  the    inhospitable    regions  which   the; 
guarded.     Towards  midnight,  the  wind  freshening,  the  larboai 
tow   rope  of  the    launch   broke,  and  all  hands  were  called 
secure  the  launch,  with  a  strong  breeze  blowing,  and  a  oast; 
jobble  of  a  sea  running.     Whilst  John  Wood  one  of  the  men» 
was  getting  into  the  boat,  he  had  the  misfortune  to  break  his  leg, 
on  which  the  ship  was  hove  to,  in  order  to  get  him  on  board, 
doing  which  the  fore  top  mast  was  carried  away ;  Wood  w> 
however  brought  on  board,  and  his  leg  was  set;  but  here  one 
of  the  differences  manifested  itself,  between  the  fitting  out  of  the 
Victory  and  that  of  the  Hecla  in  which  Capt.  Parry  sailed.     la 
the  latter  there  was  a  regular  birth  for  the  sick,  with  every  coofl 
veiiience  for  their  comfort  and  recovery,  but  in  the  Victory  no 
such   preparations  had  been  made,  for  Wood  was  taken  dow 
into  the  birth  where  the  crew  messed,  and  laid  upon  the  decl 
on  his  beddmg,  amongst  a  parcel  of  casks  of  flour,  sugar,  an 
a  hogshead  of  tobacco,  and  not  one  of  them  even  lashed,  at  t 
same  time  that  the  vessel  was  then  in  an  open  sea,  and  if  thei 
had  been  any  sea  running,  the  casks  and  hogshead  would  have 
been  all  sent  rolling  about,  and  have  crushed  the  poor  fellow  t^ 
death  before  any  assistance  could  have  been  obtained.     It  musP 
however  be  mentioned,  that  no  proof  is  given  of  any  complaint 
having  been  made  by  Wood  to  Capt*  Ross,  of  the  danger  of  his 
situation,  and  therefore  it  would  be  both  unjust  and  illiberal 
to  attach  blame,  where  perhaps  none  is  due. 

The  launch  was  again  made   secure,   and    part  of  the  crew 
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\m  employed  in  clearing  away  the  wreck  of  the  fore  top  mast, 
ulst  the  remainder  were  preparing  to  get  another  up,  which 
a  godsend,  they  had  obtained  from  the  Rookwood. 
On  the  28th,  the  Island  of  Disco  was  in  sight  bearing  south 
0t,  with  a  number  of  icebergs  in  every  direction,  and  in  the 
day  Hare  Island  was  seen,  but  the  wind  being  fair  for  the 
to  which  they  were  steering,  and  neither  the  Island  of 
iico,  nor  that  of  Hare  offering  any  inducement  for  landing,  the 
ktory  bore  away  steering  due  west.     Lat.  68^  40', long.  Q/dP2Qt, 
The  29th  the  wind  having  subsided,  the  steam  was  got  up  in 
[»th  boilers,   and  the  engine  was  kept  going  until  midnight, 
hen  a  fair  breeze  sprung  up,  and  the  steam  was  lei  off;  the  cur- 
lenlers  wore  employed  in  fitting  some  spare  davits  to  which  a 
t  was  hoisted,  which  was  on  deck,  in  order  to  make  room 
a  capstan  which  was  got  from  the  Rookwood.     Land  was 
in  sight,  the  bearings  of  which  were  N.  N.  W.»  on  which 
more  westerly  course  was  steered,  with  the  view  of  making 
It  for  Lancaster  Sound.     On  the  same  evening  a  cask  was 
ed  up  marked  Jane,  which  was  supposed  to  belong  to  a  ves- 
>f  that  name,  which  had  been  lost.     The  weather  was  beau- 
illy  mild,  and  although  the  Victory  was  now  in  the  same  lati- 
and  longitude,  as  where  the  Hecla  and  Fury  were  beset  in 
tec,  yet  not  a  morsel  of  it  was  at  this  time  to  be  seen  as  far 
eye  could  extend. 
Qalhe  3l8t,  the  west  land  of  Davis'  Straits  was  seen,  and  the 
sailing  with  a  fine  fair  wind,  but  it  soon  afterwards  becom- 
talm^  the  steam  was  got  up,  but  the  larboard  boiler  again 
ed  leaky;  the  fire  was  however  kept  in  all  night,  but  the 
r  bestowed  upon  the  engine  was  of  little  use,  for  although 
pediment  presented  itself  by  the  ice  to  the  free  naviga- 
oflhe  vessel,  the  rate  of  sailing  did  not  exceed  two  knots 
hour. 

On  the  2nd  being  Sunday,  divine  service  was  performed  and 
tlie  evening  a  bottle  was  thrown  overboard  with  a  letter  en- 
reporting  the  proceedings  of  the  ship,  being  then  in  lati- 
H'   ir  north,  and  longitude  67^  10' west.     The  followir 
was  set  on,   but  all  the  progress  il 
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was  made^  was  no  more  thsin  a  mile  and  a  qoarter  per  hotit, 
towards  evening'  the  engine  was  obliged  to  be  stopped,  owio| 
to  the  feed  pump  beiag  out  of  order,  Capt  Ro8s  and  the  eng*! 
were  employed  the  whole  of  the  night  in  repairing  it,  haTfi 
ascertained  that  the  vent  was  stopped  by  a  quantity  of  talio*, 
which  had  by  some  accident  fallen  into  it.  Early  on  the  follow* 
ing  morning  the  larboard  paddle  was  put  down,  but  it  bad  not 
been  doinrn  five  minutes,  when  it  was  discovered  that  a  leak  Iwl 
sprung  in  the  starboard  boiler.  The  larboard  boiler  was  hom- 
ever  still  kept  on,  which  gave  ten  revolutions  in  a  minute, 
or  one  mile  and  a  quarter  per  hour.  With  the  starboard  boiler 
the  average  of  the  revolutions  was  thirteenj  the  maximum  ocrer 
exceeding  fifteen. 

Some  ice  being  in  sight,  the  boat  was  despatched  toraloiul, 
as  the  stock  of  water  was  exhausted,  and  consequently  the 
engine  became  wholly  useless.  On  the  6th  land  was  seen  bear- 
ing from  N,  N,  E.  to  N.  W.  One  of  the  men  having  deserted 
a  piece  of  whale  flesh  floating  on  the  water,  the  dingy  was  H 
down  and  the  flesh  was  picked  up,  affording  some  good  food 
for  the  dogs.  A  large  piece  of  timber  was  also  picked  up,  sup- 
posed to  have  belonged  to  some  vessel  that  had  been  wrecked*     i 

On  the  7th  the  boats  were  employed  gathering  ice,  and  bo^H 
the  paddles  of  the  engine  were  down,  the  first  time  since  thf 
ship  had   left  Scotlaody  the  engine  was  however  obliged  to 
stopped  on  account  of  the  cistern  not  being  able  to  melt  tlie  ic 
quick  enough  to  feed  the  hauler.     The  weather  being  calm,  tl 
opportunity  was  taken  for  clearing   the   launch  of    coals 
provisions^  and  it  was  a  fortunate  circumstance  that  it  was  dc 
as  on  the  following  day,  the  9th,  the  wind  came  on  to  bic 
strong  from  the  S.  S.  W.,  when  the  vessel  became  entangled  in 
some  loose  ice,  and  had  shortly  afterwards  to  contend  agafmt 
some  loose  streams  of  ice,  which  drove  against  the  bows  oflkia 
vessel  with  a  most  destructive  force.     Towards  evening  Ci 
Franklin  was   discovered  bearing   N*  W.  by  W.,  with 
breezes  during  the  remainder  of  tlie  night. 

On  the  10th  tlio  land  was  seen  on  both  sides,  when  ii 
found  that  the  ship  was  in  Prince  Regent  s  Inlet      Th0  ten 
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^ve  of  the  water  was  33,  havin|2:  ^^^ti  40  a  few  hours  before. 
^B  wind  being  fair  they  sailed  rapidly  along^  making  seven 
^vrees  of  longitude  in  24  hours,  with  scarcely  any  ice  to  be 
^■i ;  towards  midday  a  heavy  fog  came  on ;  the  land  was 
Hprred  in  the  vicinity  of  Admiralty  Inlet,  but  the  weather 
Bn  became  so  very  thick  that  they  suddenly  found  themselves' 
Hbio  a  mile  of  a  low  long  point ;  they  hauled  their  wind,  but  it 
^Bdeniy  dying  away,  left  them  on  a  lee  shore ;  the  steam  wa« 
^Bied lately  got  ap,  when  fortunately  the  fair  wind  returned> 
^B  with  the  loss  of  the  main  boom,  they  got  out  in  a  clear  way 
Hkin.  This  w^as  certainly  a  most  narrow  escape,  for  the  place 
K which  the  ship  was^  was  very  near  a  lee  shore,  the  wind  was 
Bing  away,  and  a  very  heavy  sea  running*  In  the  roll  of  tho 
Hi  the  main  boom  swung  over  and  broke,  and  the  gaff  came 
Httiing  down  on  deck ;  on  the  same  day  a  floe  of  ice  was  seen^ 
Bd  on  the  11th  they  fell  In  with  the  loose  ice,  which  occasioned 
Hnn  a  deal  of  trouble,  and  shortly  afterwards  with  stream  ice. 
Hi  which  was  open  enough  for  them  to  sail  through.  Passed; 
Hit  BoweQ  at  noon  and  Prince  Leopolds  Islands  came  in  sight. 
Hiring  east.  They  stretched  along  the  opposite  shore  of  Port 
Hfiren»  aod  fell  in  but  very  little  ice'»  aome  strong  breezes 
Hhing  up  in  the  evening,  on  which  they  shortened  sail,  took  in 
Bibre  top  sail,  and  set  all  the  storm  sails.  At  midnight  hove  to 
Hhb  strong  gales  blowing. 

HDd  the  PZtb  they  fell  in  with  a  stream  of  ice  under  their 
^K  the  weather  was  very  foggy,  on  which  all  hands  were 
^ped  up  to  clear  the  ship  of  it*  On  the  evening  of  the  same 
^V  th^y  cnme  in  sight  of  the  place  where  the  Fury  was  aban* 
Hied  by  Capt,  Parry,  and  a  ship  was  seen  a  long  way  to  leeward 
Hthe  Fury.  All  sail  was  now  set  to  work  up  to  the  Fury,  and 
Bl  f.M.  Commander  Ross  could  see  the  tents  on  sliore^  but  not 
iW  ship.  In  the  evening  the  weather  became  more 
•ml  the  before  mentioned  officer  went  to  seek 
pmnded  ice  to  make  fast  to.  The  ship  now 
hod,  and  tlbe  boat  with  Commander  Ross  retumei 
iloat  The  steam  was  got  up  and  continued 
Hkh,  thd  water  being  very  smooth  and  i* 
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Bear  was  seen,  but  at  too  great  a  distance  to  obtain  a  s  t^ 
The  ship  was  made  fast  to  a  berg  aground,  but  the  wm 
ing  fair,  they  east  off  and  made  sail.  The  fair  wind  was  ho 
of  a  very  short  continuance,  for  it  suddenly  veered  and 
foul>  when  the  steam  was  again  got  up^  but  as  the  tide 
running  strongly  against  them,  they  made  fiist  to  a  piece  of 
On  the  turn  of  the  tide,  got  under  way  with  the  steam^  but 
obliged  to  slop  the  engine  repeatedly  in  order  to  get  up  im 
power;  at  the  same  ti.me  the  whale  boat  was  running  away 
whale  lines,  to  track  the  ship  along  while  the  steam  was 
up.  They  continued  in  this  manner  to  track  and  steam,  untl 
they  arrived  at  the  Fury^s  stores,  one  boat  sounding  a  head 
the  ship  all  the  way.  All  the  officers  went  on  shore,  but  it 
now  clearly  ascertained  that  no  vestige  of  the  Fury  remained 
It  was  conjectured  that  the  ice  had  taken  her  off  the  bank^  anc 
then  she  sunk.  The  depth  of  water  at  the  edge  of  the  bank  is  fifi 
fathoms,  and  shoals  away  gradually  as  the  beach  is  approached 
this  being  generally  the  case  along  the  whole  line  of  the  coa»l 
The  crew  were  in  high  spirits  on  discovering  the  sound  conditio 
of  the  Fury's  stores,  and  humorously  styled  it  the  North  Pol 
Victualling  Yard.  The  crew  had  for  their  supper  some  of 
preserved  meats  off  the  beach,  and  they  pronounced  them  to  h 
excellent.  The  hands  were  now  all  employed  in  getting  some 
the  stores  on  board,  and  the  Victory  became  in  some  degre 
revictualled.  The  Fury  was  abandoned  in  latitude  72P  46^  N| 
and  longitude  91°  6ffW.  Capt.  Ross  left  a  letter  in  the  do 
kennel,  in  remembrance  of  the  Victory,  and  the  crew,  one  am 
alii  on  casting  off  from  the  beach,  exclaimed  "  God  bless  F] 
Beach;' 

The  Fury  was  abandoned  in  18^,  and  Capt.  Ross  did  m 
reach  the  same  place  until  18*19,  making  an  interval  of  four  yeai 
that  the  stores  of  the  former  had  been  lying  on  the  beach^  in  ill 
same  situation  as  they  had  been  left  by  Capt.  Parry »  exposed  I 
all  the  severity  of  four  arctic  winters;  but  notwithstanding  thi 
most  severe  trial,  the  bread  wa%tlyt)  only  thing  that  was  in  an; 
degree  injured.  The  preserved  meats  were  found  to  be  in  excel 
Jent  condition,  and  the  vegetables,  particularly  the  carrots 
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i»rnip«>  were  in  a  stato  of  complete  prcserration ;  oven  the 
mead  towards  the  middle  of  the  casks  was  in  good  condition, 
ming  musty  only  in  thosc^  places  where  it  had  been  subject  to 
lie  immediate  influence  of  the  weather.  It  was  a  most  provi  • 
lential  circumstance  for  the  crew  of  the  Victory,  that  the  Fury's 
llores  were  in  such  good  condition,  and  it  will  be  found  at  a 
pdMequent  part  of  the  voyage,  that,  but  for  that  seasonable 
nlHef,  it  amounts  almost  to  a  certainty  that  not  one  of  tlie  crew 
ipf  the  Victory  would  have  lived  to  see  his  native  land  again. 

On  leaving  Fury  Point,  the  wind  came  on  to  blow  heavily 
from  the  south,  accompanied  by  violent  rain,  the  Victory  sail- 
ing along  undiscovered  land,   with  the   ice  closely  packed  on 
ibore,  and  several  icebergs  in  sight.     On  the  I6th  they  continued 
1o  tack  off  and  on,  and  at  10  p.m.  made  fast  to  a  berg.     At  nomv 
four  of  the  officers  went  on  shore  on  an  island,  and  being  the  first 
discovered  beyond  the  latitude  to  which  Capt.  Parry  had  sailed, 
it  was  taken  formal  possession  of,  the  silk  colours  were  hoisted, 
three  cheers  were  given,  and  some  gin  from  the  distillery  of  Mr. 
I  Sheriff  Booth  was  drank  on  the  hill.    The  crew  on  board  an- 
[Iswered  the  cheers,  and   the  Victory  may  now  be  said  to   bo 
I  Mlering  on  an  ocean  which  had  never  before  been  ploughed  by 
i  British  keel,  and  where  the  sound  of  the  human  voice  had  never 
before  been  heard.     The  latitude  of  the  island  was  71°  north. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  16th,  the  berg  floated  and  sent  the 
vessel  adrift,  on  which  the  anchor  was  let  go,  and  the  steam 
got  up.  but  it  was  found  of  little  use,  as  they  were  running 
^ong  cross  ice,  which  impeded  the  motion  of  the  paddles,  and 
tt  a  &ir  wind  sprung  up,  the  engine  was  stopped.  They  now 
ttiled  through  some  very  large  floes  of  ice,  and  the  weather 
,  coming  on  thick,  they  made  fast  to  one  of  them  where  they 
Kmamed  during  the  night. 

On  the  18th  they  still  continued  to  sail  among  loose  ice,  and 
tbout  noon  a  young  whale  came  and  played  round  the  ship,  when 
Curtis,  one  of  the  seamen  hove  a  lance  into  her,  and  she  plunged 
iway,  but  not  having  any  line  to  the  lance,  the  fish  escaped  alto- 
|elher.  It  was  a  matter  of  regret  to  the  crew  that  this  wha 
vunot  caught,  as  their  stock  of  oil  began  to  fall  short,  s 
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the  flesh  would  have  afforded  a  good  supply  of  food  for  the  dc 
The   fog"  clearing  away,    the  ship   g-ot   under  weigh   wit 
favourable  wind,  sailing  amongst  very  heavy  ice,  which  bo 
times  came  down  upon  the  ship  with  such  force,  that  all  hftfi 
were  frequently  turned  up  to  bear  the  vessel  off,  but  she  havij 
f^uc'h    way   on,  she   would  come  against  the  pieces   with 
thumps,  as  threatened  to  knock  her  bows   in,  and  the   greatH 
apprehonsiou  was  now  felt  that  she  would  soon  bo  beset  in 
iee.     It  was  evident  that  the  strain  on  the  vessel  was  alma 
more  than  she  could  bear,  but  it  was  only  by  carrying  a  press 
sail  that  the  ship  could  force  her  passage  through  the  ice,  afl 
therefore  it  was  at  best  a  choice  of  evils,  the  only  question  being ' 
whether  it  were  better  to  run  the  risk  of  carrying  away  soim? 
of  the  masts  and  rigging  of  the  vessel,  than  by  diminishing  th 
propelling  force,  incur  the  chance  of  being  beset  in  the  ice,  wi 
the  season  closing  fast  upon  them,  and  the  danger  presently 
itself  of  the  vessels  haring  the  fate  of  the  Fury,  by  being  so  nipp 
by  the  ice,  as  to  render  her  wholly  unseaworthy.     It  was 
marked  by  some  of  the  crew,  that  the  ice  which  was  in  iinmedia 
contact  with  the  vessel  had  assumed  a  reddish  hue,  and  it  wm 
supposed  at  first  to  have  been  caused  by  the  blood  of  the  wha 
which  had  been  struck  by  Curtis,  but  it  was  subsequently  as 
tained  that  the  ice  had  taken  off  all  the  red  oere  from  tlie   boi 
and  sides  of  the  vessel,  which  where  as  rough  as  if  they  bad  1 
indented  with  a  hatchet. 

The  land  was  still   in  sight,  and  they  now  stood  on  for  iu 
well   as  the  ice   would  permit  themj  taking  regular  souzKlic 
which  varied  from  10  to  12  fathoms.     The  water  was  hoi 
found  to  decrease  in  depth  on  which  the  boat  w  as  sent  away 
sound  but  she  foimd  the  bottom  very  irregular,  which  excited  son 
degree  of  alarm,  as  it  was  impossible  from  the  pressure  aft 
iee  to  keep  the  boat  a-head,  for  at  one  time  the  depth  was 
i  1  feett  and  consequently  the  most  imminent  danger  existed  i 
the  vessel  getting  aground.     Finding  the  water  so  shallow^ 
boat  was  got  on  board,  and  the  ship  stood  off  from  the 
amongst  cross  ice*     A  favourable  omen  however  now  prvsenli 
itself,  which  was  the  increasing  darkness  of  the  sky,  from  ml 
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>  *H  was  conjectared  that  there  was  clear  water  in  the  direction 
^which  the  ahip  waa  steering,  for  it  is  a  pheuomonon  well  known 
f  to  those  who  are  accostomed  to  navigate  the  arctic  seas,  that  in 
if  *filopoTtion  to  %he  clearness  of  the  sea  from  ice,  the  sky  assumes  a 
t^4nfcer  or  a  brighter  hue,  which  it  is  to  be  accounted  for,  upon 
^ihe  established  principles  of  reflection.  With  this  favourable 
^'^^prospect  before  them;  they  made  all  sail  towards  it,  the  ship  at 
i^^^AoMOB  receiving  such  thumps  as  to  shake  the  whole  of  her  rig- 

f|ing.  At  9  P.]f .  they  came  in  sight  of  clear  water,  apparently 
vanning  west,  on  which  they  continued  to  run  until  8  a.m.  of  the 
r '  nth,  when  they  were  completely  beset  in  the  ice,  and  made  fast 
: '  to  a  large  piece,  which  was  evidently  grounded.  At  9  a.m  they 
•■  Hiropped  the  deep  sea  lead  overboard,  and  found  the  whole  body 

-  sf  ice  driving  south.  At  11 ,  the  rudder  was  unshipped  for  fear  of 
piMsore.  Here  they  remained  beset  until  the  2'-^rd,  when  they 
'Moored  the  ship  a  little  in  shore.  Two  bears  were  seen  on  the 
lea,  one  of  which  was  severely  wounded,  but  it  got  away.  Two 
seals  were  also  shot,  but  they  both  sunk.  The  ship  had  scarcely 
iHde  f  of  a  mile  for  the  last  24  hours,  but  towards  the  evening  of 
UaSSrd  the  ice  optoed  a  little,  and  all  hands  were  called  to 
tiick  the  ahip  through  it,  but  shortly  afterwards  it  was  made  fast 
to  a  floe/ as  there  was  not  any  wind  which  could  assist  the  vessel 
tlifough  her  difficulties.  On  the  following  morning  a  breeze 
ipnnig  up,  and  all  sail  was  set  to  force  the  vessel  through  tho 
Ke;  this  however  being  found  insufficient,  the  engineer  was 
enkred  to  get  the  steam  up,  and  they  cast  off  and  .stood  in  for 
hud.  At  7  P  M.  they  made  fast  to  a  berg  in  7  fathoms  of  water. 
The  first  sea  unicorn  was  here  seen,  but  at  too  great  a  distance 
to  obtain  a  shot  at  him.  Several  whales  were  also  seen,  but  too 
fcroffto  be  taken.     The  ice  appeared  closely  packed,  but  the 

did   them  here  some  good  service,  as  it  enabled  them  to 

in  shore,  but  a  breeze  springing  up  directly  foul,  they  were 

obliged  to  make  fast  to  the  ice  again.     Commander  James  hero 

Aotftieal,  the  length  of  which  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the 

otremity  of  the  tail  was  seven  feet  ten  inches;  its  circumference, 

-  Whind  the  fore  flippers  five  feet  six  inches,  and  its  weight  seven 
kadniJ  -and  eighty  pounds ;  the  fore  flippers  measured  in  len8;ih 
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ten  inches,  and  in  breadth  five  inches  and   three  t|UarU*f§^ 
hind  flippers  were  fifteen  inches  in  lengthy  and  in  breadth  wb 
expanded,  two  feet. 

On  the  26th  the  weather  was  foggy,  the  steam  was  bowel 
got  up  and  they  stood  in  for  land.  Commander  Ross  shot  n 
and  a  boat  was  hoisted  to  bring  it  on  board,  when  it  was  fotil 
that  it  was  not  mortally  wounded  ;  a  knife  was  plunged  iuto 
iieart,  and  immediately  afterwards  the  thermometer  wa» 
sorted,  when  the  temperature  was  found  to  be  99. 

Some  progress  was  still  made  with  the  steam,  but  it  was  obli 
ed  to  stop  every  now  and  then  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
power.  At  6  the  boat  was  sent  away  to  seek  for  a  place  to  maU 
fast  to,  and  on  her  rclurn  reported  that  a  very  good  one  had  bea 
found.  With  some  difficulty  and  not  without  some  danger  tl 
place  was  reached,  and  the  ship  made  fast  to  two  or  three  pi 
of  ice  well  sheltered  from  wind,  tide,  and  pressure.  The  officei 
went  on  shore  and  returned  with  a  very  fine  hare,  it  was  near 
the  same  size  as  the  common  hare,  the  body  was  while  with  I 
exception  of  a  few  solitary  black  hairs,  rather  longer  than  th 
rest  being  dispersed  over  every  part,  and  which  appeared  as 
the  animal  were  shedding  them,  as  they  came  away  at  the  slighl 
fst  pull.  The  tips  of  the  ears,  and  the  sliort  hair  withio  1 
«ars  were  black;  the  tail  was  short  and  white. 

On  the  27th  Commander  Ross  went  on  shore  to  make  soi 
observations,  whilst  the  remainder  of  the  olBeors  extended  ihe 
walk  up  the  country*  On  their  return  they  reported  that  tb 
had  seen  some  small  fisli  in  a  lake,  as  well  as  the  print  of 
deer's  feet ;  they  had  also  seen  some  huts  and  graves  of 
Esquimaux.  Some  of  the  men  look  tlie  dingy  to  the  lake,  ai 
caught  with  a  net  about  forty  fish  of  the  size  of  a  sprat ;  llH 
partook  of  the  flavour  of  the  whiting,  but  the  smallness  of  thi 
size  did  not  repay  the  trouble  of  their  caption*  The  men  all 
Blot  a  hare  and  two  grouse. 

On  the  28th  a  fine  northerly  wind  sprung  up,  but  it  was  focd 
impossible  to  take  any  advantage  of  it,  on  account  of 
weather  proving  very  foggy,  and  the  ice  being  very  closri 
packed.     On  the  following  day  the  wind  blew  strung  from 
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N.  W.,  with  heavy  raio,  and  the  ice  still  closely  packed.  At 
4  P  Ji.  some  clear  water  being  seen  in  the  direction  to  where  it 
was  intended  to  steer,  they  cast  off  and  made  a  trial,  but  there 
'being  a  large  fioe  of  about  10  miles  in  length,  they  were  entirely 
.blocked  up. 

On  the  80th  and  dlst.they  still  remained  beset,  but  on  the 
night  of  the  1st  September  the  floe  wholly  disappeared,  and  by 
Ihe  aid  of  a  northerly  wind,  they  warped  the  ship  to  the  point 
and  then  made  sail,  steering  a  south  westerly  course,  as  the 
water  appeared  to  run  more  clear  of  ice  in  that  direction.  The 
density  of  the  fog  was  however  greatly  against  them,  but  they 
nrntinned  to  rununtil  10  a.m.,  when  the  fog  cleared  away,  and 
ihs^  found  themselves  completely  surrounded  with  ice  and  clos- 
\tUf  fast  upon  them.  The  ship  was  now  completely  beset«  the 
lails  were  furled,  and  the  rudder  unshipped.  Soundings  were 
obtained  in  52  fathoms,  the  ship  driving  by  the  lead  south- 
west. At  8  P.M.,  a  pressure  came  on  which  gave  the  launch  a 
setere  nip;  the  wind  N.  N.  W.,  blowing  hard.  Capt,  Ross  shot 
t  ai  ivory  gull.     This  bird  is  rather  larger  than  the  kittiwake 

(gall,  the  bill  of  a  deep  lead  colour,  the  edges  and  tips  yellowish, 
two  inches  long  from  the  angles  of  the  mouth  ;  the  orbits  of  the 
cjes  are  red,  the  irides  brown,  legs  and  feet  black ;  the  tarsus 
one  inch  and  three  quarters,  the  entire  plumage  of  a  snowy 
whiteness,  the  length  of  the  bird  is  nineteen  inches,  the 
breadth  forty-one  inches. 

On  the  2nd  and  8rd  they  were  still  beset,  sounded  and  fuund 
120,  lao,  and  70  fathoms  with  stones  and  gravel,  the  latter  con- 
Mating  of  fragments  of  gneiss,  granite  and  quartz  rock 

On  the  4th  the  wind  coming  round  to  the  south-east,  great 
kpe  was  entertained  that  the  ice  would  open,  nor  were  they 
disappointed  in  their  expectations,  for  on  the  following  day  at 
10  P.M.,  it  opened,  and  the  ship  got  under  weigh,  endeavouring 
to  get  in  with  the  land,  for  since  they  were  beset,  it  was  dis- 
corered  that  they  had  driven  with  the  ice  a  long  way  to  the 
Borthward.  After  receiving  some  heavy  thumps  from  the  ice, 
they  Bocceeded  in  getting  in  with  the  land,  and  made  fast  to  a 
krg.  This  was  found  to  be  nearly  about  the  same  place  aa 
vhsre  Capt.  Ross  shol  Ow  hare  on  the  27th  August. 
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The  6lh  hcin^  Sunday,    divine  service  was  perfbrmefl,  nil 
which  Capl.  Ro8s,  Coiwmander  Ross  and  the  surgeon  went  i 
shore.     They  relumed  at  2  P-M,  having  seen  a  namber  of] 
deer,  hares  and  mice^  two  of  the  hares  were  killed^  and  the  d^ 
were  fired  at,  one  of  them  was  wounded,  but  it  made  its 
They  now  cast  off»  and  ran  between  two  headlands^  which 
supposed  to  be  the  opening  of  a  passag'e^  and  a  boat  was 
away  to  sound  and  examine  it.     On  the  following  mornings 
officers  went  again  on  shore,  and  during  their  absence  the  I 
returned,  and  found  the  supposed  passage  to  be  a  bay,     0«i  1 
7th  the  weather  being  fine,  the  boat  was  again  sent  out  to  meas 
ilie  extent  of  the  bay,  and  found  it  to  be  five  mites  in  length  i 
about  four  in  breadth,   but  completely  filled  with  ice,     Wbij 
the  officers  went  on  shore  they  ascended  an  eminence  to  sec  if 
they  could  discover  any  clear  water,  but  very  little  was  discern- 
ible*    They  brought  with  them  two  hares,  one  weighing  9l1v<. 
VI  oz.i  the  other  only  5tbs.  Hoz.     On  the  8th  the  ice  slackening 
a  little,  they  cast  off,  and  proceeded  out  of  the  bay,  but  iht 
weather  coming  on  foggy  with  a  foul  wind  they  made  fast  again. 
The  water  was  so  clear  of  ice  that  the  boat  was  sent  out  to  sem6 
islands  in  a  northwesterly  direction  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaininfj 
if  any  passage  existed  in  that  quarter,  or  if  there  were  room  il 
the  vessel  to  navigate  between  them.     The  report  was  so  favour* 
able  as  to  induce  Capt.  Ross  to  steer  for  them,  whicli  he  dett^ 
mined  to  c^rry  into  effect  as  soon  as  Commander  Ross  and  hi 
party  returned  on  board,  they  being  on  shore  on  a  shooting  expe- 
dition.    Commander  Ross  returned  with  two  hares  and  found 
dead  deer  supposed  to  be  the  one  which  had  been  fired  at  on  i 
proceeding  day.     The    boat  was    immediately    despatched 
bring  it  away.     At  8  p.m.,  they  cast  off  with  a  light  wind 
the  north,    but  they  had  scarcely  rounded  the  point   wheni 
changed   to  the  south-east,    and   having   tracked   the   ship 
length  of  a  whole  line,  made  fast  to  a  berg.      The  boat  retil 
with  the  deer,  the  whole  weight  of  which  was  'iS^tts,  tbo 
and  neck  weighing  36Jtbs* 

On  the  10th  the  ice  cleared  away,  the  weather  was  fino  a^ 
rather  a  cheering  prospect  presented  itself  to  tlie  crew.     Tb 
arrived  at  the  Inlands,  but  were  obliged  to  make  f«M  on  ace 
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^pSeire  being  closely  packed.     The  offlccrs  went  on  shore  and 
Hbted  a  monument.     The  ice  was  now  running  at  a  rapid  rate^ j 
MA  the  dingy  with  three  hands  was  despatched  to  report  the 
^mMirmDee  of  the  coast,  but  the  ice  closed  suddenly  upon  them, 
^B  ihey  were  prevented  from  getting  on  board  for  nearly  five 
^ks.     It  was  found  to  be  Tory  dan^^erous  to  be  amongst  th^j 
HUid9,  as  the  tide  was  very  rapid,  although  the  persons  sent  la^ 
Bb  dtn^  reported  that  there  was  clear  water  on  the  other  side  of 
^kn.      It  was  therefore  determined  at  all  hazards*    that  the 
Hnnpt   should  be  made  to  reach  the  quarter  where  the  cleai 
nter  had  been  seen,  but  within  a  few  hours  the  ship  had  8om« 
Wky  narrow  escapes^  they  soon  got  beset  in  the  ice,  and  in  en- 
H^tourinf^    to  eflect  a  passage  through  the   islands,  every  rope 
Ml  carried  away,  which  wob  made  fast.     It  was  not  until  the 
nth  that  they  got  under  weigh,  and  ran  through   amongst  the 
^,  the  tide  during  the  whole  of  the  time  running  very  ra- 
tbe  situation  of  the  ship  was  now  not  only  awkward  but 
lingly  dangerous,  it  was  the  third  time  that  she  had   run 
MMwi^  rery  heavy  ice,  receiving  frequently  those    tremendous 
Bttnipt.  which  made  her  timbers  tremble  from  the  bow  to  the 
Hm*     At  4  A.M.  they  made  fast  to  a  berg,  which  was  aground, 
I  bl  both  the  place  and  the  berg  were  very  unsafe.     They  cast  off 
lod  warped  to  another  island,  to  which  they  made  fast;  clear 
imt^r  was  now  in  sight,  and  they  made  another  attempt  to  get 
Md  of  the  main  land»  the  ship  receiving  some  very  heavy  nips 
tod  thumps,  and  taking  out  lines;  besides  having  the  whalal 
ksat  amongst  the  ice  clearing  the  lines,  but  about  noon  they 
iieceeded  in  getting  into  clear  water.     The  boat  and  lines  were  i 
fol  on  board,  but  the  wind  being  foul,  they  were  obliged  to  beaH 
ttitil  7  r.ftf*,  and  then  made  fast  to  the  ground  ice,  seventy  yards! 
from  the  shore.     At   mid-day   on   the    13lh,  the    bergs  floalcd|| 
latby  having  a  line  on  shore,  the  ship,  bergs,  &c.,  were  hauled] 
io  shore,  and  grounded  the  ice.     Capt.  Ross  here  went  on  shore  1 
lad  ascended  the  hills;  during  his  stay  there  he  took  a  sketch] 
at  the  bnd,  but  there  was  little  of  interest  in  it,  as  it  presented 
Mhtng  but  a  scene  of  the  wildest  desolation,  with  not  a  living 
•bjecl  except  tlie  isolated  Victory  to  enliven  it.     On  this  day  J 
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Uiere  was  an  oclipso  of  the  moon,  which  was  dtstincfly 
A  favourable  breeze  springing"  up  they  sailed  about  seven  iniM 
and  then  they  came  in  contact  with  a  chain  of  islands,  with 
ice  closely  packed.  Here  they  made  fast  to  a  berg'  under  ia 
inland,  and  the  officers  went  on  shore,  and  put  a  pole  up  with  « 
piece  of  copper,  and  some  other  things  fastened  to  it,  with  tin* 
Captain's  name,  that  of  tho  Victory,  and  the  date  of  the  month 
and  year  inscribed  upon  it.  On  the  return  of  the  officers,  lh«y 
reported  that  they  could  see  from  the  hill  a  great  extent  of  clear 
water,  and  the  land  appearing  as  if  it  inclined  to  the  west  wan 
The  squalls  from  the  W-  S,  W.  now  became  so  heavy  that 
ice  was  sometimes  in  motion.  During  the  night  the  hiuneh 
so  severe  a  nip,  that  had  she  not  risen  to  it^  she  would  mo 
probably  have  received  so  much  damage,  as  to  render  her  repa 
impracticable* 

On  the  15th,  the  approach  of  winter  was  announced  by  a  (i 
of  snow,  which  did  not  tend  much  to  raise  tho  spirits  of  the  crcl 
for  bold  and  undaunted  as  their  hearts  might  be,  the  prospect  I 
passing  a  winter  in  such  a  cheerless  dime,  with  dangers  of 
most  appalling  kind  surrounding  them  in  every  direction,  cou 
not  bo  looked  upon  without  feeling  some  of  those  sinkings  an 
misgivings  of  the  spirit,  to  which  even  the  most  courageous  ; 
sometimes  subject,  when  the  darkness  of  disappointment  is  clostii 
fast  upon  them,   and  the  day  star  of  hope   is  shrouded  in  tli 
gloomy  clouds  of  despair. 

The  prospect  to  the  hardy  mariners  was  by  no  means  unpromis- 
ing; they  had  not  as  yet  met  with  any  impenetrable  barrier  i 
their  progress,  on  the  contrary  the  sea  appeared  to  be  more  cl 
of  ice,  than  it   had   been   for  some  time   previous,  nor  was 
navigation  attended  with  any  more  prominent  dangers  than 
had  hitherto  encountered*     Their  accidents  had  been  hitherto  bdF 
few,  and   of  no  serious  moment,  and  merely  such  as   could   b^ 
repaired  from  the  stores  of  the  vessel.     It  is  true  that  in  tw| 
instances  an  extraordinary  piece  of  good  fortune  had  be&llen 
them ;  the  first   in    obtaining   possession   vt  the  stores  of  tli9 
Rookwood,  and  the  second,  which  was  of  the  most  vital  eoBi^ 
quence,  finding  the  provisions  of  the  Fury  in  sueh  excellent  c^* 
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dltlM  tliat  all  fear  of  actual  want  was  banished  from  their  i 
minds  A  considerably  portion  of  the  Fury's  stores  was  stil!  i 
left,  en  the  beach,  and  therefore  Capt.  Ross,  in  default  of  pruvi- 
ftions,  had  only  to  retrace  his  course  to  his  magazine,  to  obtain 
the  supply  which  he  might  stand  in  need  of.  This  circumstance 
nliiiie  was  sufficient  to  instil  spirit  and  confidence  into  the  hearts 
of  the  oflicers  and  the  crew,  and  prevent  any  despondency  com- 
ings over  them  as  to  a  possible  dearth  of  provisions,  j 

The  &now  storm  of  the  15th  was  not  of  long  duration,  but  on  J 
tlie  same  day   the  launch  was  nearly  lost  by  the  capsizing  of  a  ^ 
largo  piece  of  ice,  which  came  in  contact  with  it,  but  it  fortu- 
nately rose  to  the  ice,  and  thus  escaped  any  serious  injury.     At  B 
A«1i.  all  the  hands  were  turned  up  to  heave  the  ship  out  of  the 
plac^  where  she  lay,  and  they  continued  to  heave  for  three  hours, 
carrying  away  the  hawsers  and   lines,  and  nearly  capsizing  the 
after-capstan;  they  then  made  fast  to  another  berg,  but  after  all 
tlbfitr  toil  and  trouble,    their  progress    had  not  exceeded    five 
yard^r  ^^  the  same  time  they  had  the  mortification  to  know  that 
iho  wind  was  fair,  and  clear  water  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach. 
After  breakfast  another  attempt  was  made,  by  placing  a  spring 
upon  each   quarter,    but   after    trying  every   possible    scheme, 
tliey  w«)re  obliged  to  make  fast  again  at  noon.    The  ice  was 
now  setting  in  very  rapidly,  and  by  noon  they  wore  so  completely  j 
blocked  up,  that  they  could  walk  very  easily  on  shore.     In  the  > 
evening,  three  hands  were  sent  on  shore,  to  go  a  short  distance 
over  land,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  state  of  the  ico,| 
Ijut  they  reported  every  thing  to  be  stationary  in   regard  to  ti,  I 
with  thu  exception  of  a  large  pond  in  the  middle,  which  was  | 
not  frozen.  ,i 

On  the  16th  the  wine*  continued  to  blow  very  hard,  but  1 
rather  more  westerly.  During  the  night  a  sharp  frost  set  in. 
which  made  their  anxiety  still  greater  to  effect  their  liberation 
Ifoni  their  icy  imprisonment.  The  wind  drawing  more  off  the 
land,  an  endeavour  was  made  to  heave  the  ship  more  in  shore. 
At  high  water  the  berg  floated,  they  cast  off  and  got  a  short 
di«taiioe»  when  they  again  made  fast,  and  got  into  the  same 
place,  wliefe  they  carried  away  their  hawsers,  ropes,  &c.     In 
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L  the  eveniDg   Capt,  Ross  and  a  party  went  on  shore  to  aiceP 

r  tain  the  state  of  the  ice,  and  found  that  the  water  was  qiut« 

clear  in  the  direction  in  which  it  was  their  intention  to  steel 

It  was  however  a  tantalizing  aight,  for  the  ship  appeared  to  h 

immoveably  fixed,  although  the  ice  was  clearing  fast  awaj. 

this  time  the  wind  wa?  blowing  from  W.S.W.  when  on  a 

den  it  shifted  to  N.E. ;  Capt.  Rosa  declared  that  in  the  whol 

course  of  his  life,  he  never  met  with  so  sudden  change  from  oi 

quarter,  to  the  other  immediately  opposite   to  it.     It  was  sup 

I  posed  to  portend  hard  and  severe  weather,  and  in  consequene 

I  all  hands  were  turned  out  to  moor  the  ship  afresh,  and  to  get  b< 

[into  a  snugger  birth, 

r     On  the  1 7th  the  wind  continued  to  blow  most  violently  fromtll 

N,  N,  Wo  but  fortunately  for  the  ship  she  was  in  a  good  biw 

hour.     A  vast  extent  of  clear  water  was  seen  in  a  westerly  dired 

ion,  but  tho  vessel  being  beset  at  the  edge  of  the  floe,  render 

it  impossible  to  force  a  passage  ;  the  sea  at  this  time  was  brteakii 

very  high  over  the  resseh  and  the  ice  was  kept  in  an  undulatii 

motion,  which  had  a  most  extraordinary  and  novel  appearand 

The  ice  appeared  to  be  packed  as  closely  as  possible,  far  awi 

to  the  N,  E.  by  E.,  in  the  direction  of  the  islands,  the  distam 

rDf  which  appeared  to  be  about  8  miles.     In  consequence  of  tl 

Mempestuous  state  of  the  weather,  another  hawser  was  got 

land  other  precautions  were  taken  to  ensure  the  safety  of  the  sbi 

iThe  temperature  of  the  air  was  this  day  23**,  that  of  the  8ea  21 

batilude  7P49. 

9  On  the  morning  of  the  18lh,  one  of  the  bergs  got  afloat 
*«hore,  which  obliged  them  to  unmoor,  and  to  moor  the  A 
afresh.  After  breakfast,  Capt.  Ross  and  his  nephew  went 
shore,  to  take  an  observation  of  the  state  of  the  ice  from  a  h^ 
hill,  when  their  eyes  were  gratifted  with  a  vast  expanse  of  cU 
water  stretching  away  to  a  considerable  distance,  but  a 
heavy  sea  running  outside.  The  ice  that  confined  the  ship 
in  continual  motion,  a  circumstance  which  had  never  before 
witnessed  by  any  person  on  board,  some  part  of  the  ice  wml 
50  to  100  feet  thick.  1 

The  circumslancft  of  the  Victory  being  to  long  beset,  be^ 
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m  matter  of  deep  regret  to  CapL  Roes,  and  the  whole  of  the  c 
cem  and  crew»  for  since  the  northern  expeditions  were  fitted  out 
a  greater  prospect  of  success  never  presenled  itself;  the  wind  v 
fair^  the  sea  open  before  them  as  fur  as  ihe  eye  could  reach,  and 
the  ship  lay  tossing  about  at  the  edge  of  ihe  floe,  with  no 
immediato  prospect  of  being  liberated.  It  were  illibenil  lo  at- 
tach any  blame  to  the  officers  in  having  brought  the  vessel  into 
utich  a  predicament;  for  the  most  consummate  caution  and  ^kill^ 
were  necessary,  in  navigating  the  vessel  amongst  i8land8,  tho 
shores  of  which  were  surrounded  by  floes  of  ice.  and  which  it 
was  not  in  the  power  of  tlie  mo^t  skilful  pilot  to  avoid.  The  ex- 
treme turbulence  of  the  weather  contributed  also  not  a  little  to 
impose  upon  the  commander  of  the  expedition,  a  line  of  conduct 
f^bich,  under  any  other  circumstances  he  would  not  have  pursued, 
al  the  same  time  there  were  not  wanting  those  on  board,  who 

■retly  murmured  at  the  plan  of  operations  which  had  been 
>pted,and  who  hesitated  not  to  say,  that  their  present  dilemma 
PpHually  owing  to  bad  management,  and  an  erroneous  judge- 
niMst.  The  crew  felt  their  disheartening  situation  most  acutely > 
an4  aa  the  frustration  of  hope  generally  sours  the  temper,  it  is 
ooi  to  be  wondered  at,  that  many  little  bickerings  and  quarrels 
aroee,  which  could  not  be  attributed  to  any  degeneracy  of  dispo* 
sition^  but  to  the  effect  of  disappointment,  operating  on  anxious 
aud  sanguine  spirits,  whose  minds  were  wholly  bent  on  one 
object,  and  that  object  likely  to  elude  their  grasp  at  the  moment 
when  it  appeared  to  be  within  their  reach. 

On  the  19th  the  same  depressing  scone  presented  itself,  the  j 
^hip  was  still  imbedded  in  the  ice,  the  wind  fair,  and  the^ 
water  clear  of  ice  towards  the  westward.  In  the  offing  a  large 
niece  of  ice  was  observed  setting  to  the  south  east,  which  inspired 
the  officers  with  some  hope  that  their  liberation  was  nfkt  far  dis- 
tant; but  on  the  following  day  that  hope  was  found  to  be  an 
tlltietoii,  for  it  waA  discovered  that  during  the  night,  the  ice 
had  set  in,  and  had  formed  a  coraploto  blockade.  According 
W  the  calculation  of  Commander  Ross,  the  islands  were  eight 
milca  distant  from  the  ship. 

Tills  flay  being  Sunday,  divine  sorvico  was  performed,  and 
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in  tfie  afternoon  the  crow  were  ponnitted  to  ^o  on  shore,  butftf 
to  any  pleasure  or  amusement  being  derived  from  the  excursion, 
it  was  wholly  out  of  the  question.  As  a  matter  of  recreation  or 
relief  from  the  monotony  of  the  ship,  it  was  eagerly  embracec) 
by  the  majority  of  the  crow,  who  were  disposed  to  regard  any 
change  with  satisfaction,  but  the  pictuTe  which  presented  itsell 
to  their  view  was  that  of  desolation  lu  its  most  comprehensive 
sense,  and  which  perhaps  few  besides  themselves  ever  befieid 
before. 

It  was  a  spot  on  which  the  human  voice  had  never  been  heard 
not  a  vestige  of  man^  of  his  labour  or  his  industry  was  to  b4 
seen,  tlieir  ship  appeared  the  only  inhabited  place  on  the  globe, 
themselves  tlie  sole  inhabitants  of  it.  Still  however,  whatevei 
tends  to  abstract  the  mind  from  the  immediate  contemplatioi 
of  its  sufferings,  possesses  a  salutary  influence  upon  the  spirit 
they  become  thereby  freshened  and  invigorated  to  endure  th( 
fate  that  may  be  in  reserve  for  them,  and  by  nobly  contend tn 
against  their  difficulties,  enjoy  at  last  the  proud  satisfaction 
having  overcome  them» 

Commander  Ross  accompanied  by  the  surgeon,  and  the  stewan 
also  went  on  shore,  and  from  a  hill  they  saw  one  or  two  island 
to  the  southward;  the  land  on  which  they  were,  appeared 
Ij0  inclined  towards  the  westward  ;  hut  as  far  as  their  eye  couli 
reach,  which  they  calculated  to  be  thirty  five  miles,  not  a  piec 
of  ice  Was  to  be  seen.  The  two  islands  just  mentioned  were  al 
supposed  to  be  about  that  distance.  Towards  evening  the  ii 
made  a  slight  move,  but  it  was  by  no  moans  to  that  extent  as  U 
excite  any  hope  of  its  being  so  general  as  to  effect  their  emanci 
pation,     Tlie  air  by  the  thermometer  was  26",  the  water  28**, 

On  the  morning  of  the  2lsl,  so  far  from  the  ice  having  ma< 
a  move  in  their  favour,  they  found  themselves  completely  bloekc 
up  with  young  ice,  and  at  9  A.M,  all  hands  were  sent  on  the  I 
to  break  the  young  ice,  and  if  possible  to  effect  a  passage  for  tl 
ship.  Tills  measure  was  liowever  considered  as  the  most  injudi 
cious  and  useless  that  could  have  been  adopted.  It  was  not 
the  power  of  a  thousand  men,  much  less  of  eighteen,  to  roal 
such  room  as  to  admit  of  the  passage  of  the  ship,  on  account 
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!■  ■DCOBMPOP  heannen  of  the  ke.  It  was  indeed  nppond  by 
1^  ciew,  that  the  phn  wee  enggeeted  by  Capt.  Rose  more  with 
▼iew  of  gnrinK  them  eome  exereiee,  than  from  any  hope 
he  eoidd  entertain  of  deriTiog  any  advantage  from  it. 
m  might  have  attempted  with  an  equal  chance  of  success, 
|(heve  throogh  an  ioebeig  to  admit  the  passage  of  the  ship,  as  to 
BBomplish  it  by  merely  hseeking  the  ice  around  her.  The  labour 
llhe  day  wonld  not  haTO  been  perceptible  on  the  following 
iwnuig,  and  the  cmly  satisfiu^tion  whidi  the  men  could  enjoy 
Ms^  that  thqr  had  obeyed  the  commands  of  their  officers.  The 
Milrie  by  observation  was  now  found  to  be  700  V  0*  north,  ano 
ligltede  WfHV  west.  Some  vivid  flashes  of  lightning  were 
ndnrinsLthe  night,  but  unaccompanied  by  thunder. 
Ob  the  Sad  the  weather  vras  very  fine,  with  the  wind  inclin- 
l»  the  westward.  It  was  found  at  daylight  that  the  ice  was 
a  move  towards  the  north  east,  on  which  all  hands  were 
up,  and  some  of  them  sent  on  the  ice  to  loosen  some  of 
heaviest  piecea rf it,  but  they  found  that  their  labour  was  all  in 
It  vrae  now  determined  as  the  last  resource,  to  attempt  to 
%  passage  fiir  the  ship  through  the  ice,  and  the  ice  saws  with 
gear  were  delivered  to  the  men.  At  10  a.ii.  they 
sawing,  and  by  noon  with  one  saw  they  had  cut 
iuffly  to  the  ship.  It  was  found  that  the  sawing  weakened  the 
led[  of  ice  to  which  it  hung,  and  the  prospect  of  liberation 
itiHnlated  the  men  to  renewed  exertions.  At  1  p.ii.  the  wind 
MBS  on  to  Mow  strong  firom  the  S.  S.  W.,  and  the  ice  began 
tftmeve  a  little,  but  was  still  stationary  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
'  rf  the  ship ;  it  was  however  no  little  satis&ction  to  find  that  she 
ns  now  held  only  by  a  small  floe,  which  was  attached  to  the 
gmmd  ice.  The  saws  and  all  the  gear  were  now  brought  on 
ktfd,and  a  five  inch  hawser  taken  out  fi>r  the  purpose  of  making 
hit  to  a  berg  that  was  going  to  the  N.  E.  It  was  perhaps  the 
int  time  that  an  iceberg  had  the  honor  conferred  upon  it,  ot 
towing  a  British  diip,  although  we  know  that  the  direct  contrary 
ita  once  in  contemplation,  of  towing  the  icebergs  by  British 
Alps  to  the  tiepics,  for  the  purpose  of  diffusing  their  re^rigerat 
lag  power  on  the  countries  situated  between  tliem     The  sig 
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however  must  have  been  one  of  great  novelty,  to  obserfel 
majestic  berg  with  its  now  companion,  affordint^  its  g^ratu 
aid  towardg  accomplishmg  the   discovery   of  the   north 
passage,  and  Capt.  Ross  cannot  complain  of  not  having"  motwifl 
an  auxiliary,  where  he  the  least  expected  to  find  one,  and 
which  by  its  formidable  power,  would  enable  him  to  disf 
with  the  services  of  his  must  unserviceable  steam  engine. 

If  however  the  ber^  was  willing  to  perform  its  duty, 
hawser  was  not  or  could  not,  for  the  former  no  sooner  bej^an 
put  its  powers  in  action^  than  the  latter  broke,  and  it  becaa 
necessary  to  apply  to  the  berg  again  to  have  the  hawser  otia 
more  fastened  to  him.  In  the  mean  time  the  purser  and  th 
sur^reon  went  on  shore  to  examine  the  state  of  the  ice,  in  cam 
the  new  towing  machine  should  prove  successful  in  pulling  the 
ship  out  of  her  icy  bed,  and  their  report  was  highly  favourabl«i| 
The  wind  was  however  blowing  hard  from  the  southward,  avM 
as  night  was  coming  on,  Capt.  Ross  judged  it  most  advisable  M 
moor  the  ship  a^'ain^and  redouble  their  exertions  on  the  fbllowinfl 
day,  A  snow  storm  came  on  towards  night,  and  the  most  serioH 
apprehensions  were  entertained  that  shouM  the  snow  fall  to  ^xm 
great  thickness,  the  difficulty  of  liberating  themselves  would  (■ 
greatly  increased,  in  fact  it  became  a  question  whether  it  couB 
be  accomplished  at  alL  Early  on  the  following  morning  all  haafl 
were  turned  out  and  employed  on  the  ice,  with  axes  and  banfl 
spikes,  to  force  the  pieces  of  ice  asunder:  Capt,  Ross  and  hi 
nephew  went  on  shore,  and  on  their  return  to  their  unspeakabl 
satisfaction,  they  found  ihe  Victory  clear,  and  wholly  eifectedll 
the  main  labour  of  the  crew.  The  ship  \\as  immediately  gfl 
under  weigh,  although  the  wind  was  foul,  and  by  six'  oVlofl 
P.M.,  they  had  sailed  ten  miles  along  the  land ;  at  night  thfl 
uiade  fast  to  a  berg,  and  Commander  James  was  sent  in  the  whfl 
boat  to  go  round  a  point,  under  which  the  ship  lay.  On  tfl 
return  of  Commander  Ross,  he  reported  that  he  bad  found  a  hfl 
but  it  was  fiill  of  ice.  The  wind  was  now  at  the  southwest  wfl 
the  ice  going  with  a  flood  tide  to  the  eastward.  I 

The  satisfiiction  which  had  been  experienced  on  the  libcrattfl 
of  the  ship   was  however  of  short  duration.     On  ihu  fullowifl 
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be  ^hip  got  under  weigh,  and  ihe  whale  boat  V9An  lowered 
ie  pur|308e  of  towing  her.   As  the  iee  was  now  running  fast 
ibe  Dorthwardi  Capt.  Ross  and  his  nephew  went  on  shore  to 
the  necessary   observiitif»ns.  and  shortly  after  their  return 
ip  was  again  fast.     The  dingy  was  sent  away  to  sound,  the 
varied  from  five  fvithoins  to  twelve  ;    the  ship  was  moored 
b^rg'  in  five  fathoms,  but  as  she  hiy  amongst  a  parcel  of 
Ss,  between  which  the  tide  ran  with  great  rapidity,  and  as  it 
ed  at  this  time  to  be  flood  tide,  the  berg  floated,  and  the 
Llook  the  berg  and  the  ship  with  such  force,  that  the  latter 
Iriven  on  a  rock*    She  was  however  got  off  without  sustain* 
I  injury,  it  being  a  fortunate  circumstance  that  the  rock 
r<umd  at  the  top,  for  which  reason  the  vessel  could  not 
« Imt  straed  off  into  deep  water.    A  hawser  was  now  taken  out 
le  fast  to  a  berg  a- stern,  and  the  ship  was  hove  to  it,  in 
to  take  her  more  out  of  the  stream. 
ipt*  Ross  not  altogether  approving  of  the  place  wore  the 
lay,  went  on  shore  for  the  purpose  of  discovering  another 
iter  safety,  and  on  his  return  the  ship  was  got  underweight 
had  not  proceeded  far,  when  on  going  through  a  very 
iw  passage  between  two  b^rgs,  the  ship  grounded  on  the 
of  ono  of  them,  and  it  being  flood  tide,  it  was  not  with-* 
It  exertion  that  she  was  hove  off.    The  ship  was  now 
I  to  the  place  pointed  out  by  Capt,  Ross,  and  secured  in  the 
i  possible  manner.    The  whale  boat  was  lowered  down,  and 
irty  went  on  shore  on  a  cruise  of  observation,  and  appeared 
aUM^  with  the  situation  of  the  ship,  and  the  prospect 
^  liresented  itiself  to  them,  if  they  coald  once  succeed  in 
ng  clear  of  the  islands.    A  raven,  a  few  gulls,  and  a  seal 
seen  this  day,  but  at  \oo  great  a  distance   to  he  fired  at. 
•^"oir  fell   in  great  quantities  during  the  whole  of  the  day, 
:!il  wind»  from  the  north.     The  temperature  of  the  air 
water  being  both  30^ 
Ihe  following  morning  the25th,the  tide  had  i 
Ititghi  at  to  cause  the  bergs  to  float,  and  the  shipl 


•  A  lns9l««or  tcQ  vMcl)  projects  fTon^  the  berg  a  conaldenble  dhiuv 
I  %o  tliic  of  Qije  bciJT' 


144 


tA9T    VOYAOK    OF   CAPT.    HOS». 


» 


drove  with  Iho  tide,  until  the  hawser  wfiich  was  on  shore  broqglB 

ihe  ship  up,  and  the  wind  at  the  same  time  beino^  oflT  the  landfiH 

further  danger  was  apprehended.     At  11  a*m.  the  ice  canio  iH 

amongst  the    islands  with    such    rapidity,  by  wliich  it    beciflH 

so    closely   packed,    that  it  was  found   requisite  to   alter    mM 

position   of  the  ship  :   they  had   not   however  departed   moM 

than  twenty  minutes,  when  the  ship  was  as  closely  imbedded  iM 

the  ice  as  she  was  before.  I 

This  being  the  birthday  of  Capt,  Ross"  son,  he  and  bis  officecfl 

went  on  shore  after  dinner,  and  built  a  monument  on  the  top  <if  | 

the  island,  and  in  the  middle  put  a  pole  and  copper,  with  the  i 

names  of  himself,  his  officers,  and  ship  engraved  on  it^     Capt.  | 

Ross  named  the  island  Andrew  Ross'  Island,  in  remgrobraocc;  of- 

the  natat  day  of  his  son.     On  their  return  the  ice  was  still  in  fthfl 

name  position,  with  one  very  narrow  lane  of  water,  and  all  outsidM 

closely  packed.     Temperature  of  the  air  'IS'^,  of  the  sea  29^»  I 

Not  the  slightest  appearance  presented  itself  on  the  followtofl 

day,  of  effecting  any  alteration  in  the  position  of  the  ship  ^  durinl 

the  night  a  very  heavy  fall  of  snow  bad  taken  place,  but  th? 

weather  was  quite  mild  considering  the  season  of  the  rear.    It 

was  remarked  that  where  there  was  still  water,  there  was  scarcek 

any  ice;  by  which  however  it  must  be  understood,  that  the  youn<^ 

ice  of  the  present  year  is  meant.    The  weather  on  this  day  was 

not  foggy  near  the  ship,  but  it  was  so  hazy  all  round  the  horizon 

as  to  prevent  ihem  seeing  the   land,  or  the  situation  of  the  iee, 

which  now  appeared  to  surround  them  in  every  directioti.    The 

chief  employment  of  the  crew  during  the  time  that  tl^  w< 

beset  in  the  ice,  was  making  mats ;  an  occupation  as  mtieb 

unison  with  the  professional   avocations  of  the  sailor^  as  if  thr 

had  been  placed  cross  legged  upon  a  tailors  board,  to  sew  tlmr 

seams  of  a  flushing  jacket.     But  it  was  indubitably  a  stroke  ol 

good  policy  on  the  part  of  Capt,  Ross,  to  cut  out  aome  emj 

ment  for  his  men,  in  order  to  save  them  from  the  ennui  at 

on  a  life  of  inactivity  and  idleness,  which  was  the  inevital 

result  of  their  inclosure  in  the  ice,  and  the  consequani  ce&salii 

of  tlie  customary  duties  of  the  ship. 

The  wind  it  this  time  appeared  to  be  settled  to  no  partii 
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point,  blowing  from  the  north  and  north  west  at  one  hour,  and 
then  veering  to  the  east  the  next.  It  was  however  observed 
that  the  fall  of  snow  was  the  heaviest,  whilst  the  wind  blew 
from  the  north,  and  the  flakes  fell  so  thickly  as  to  conceal  the 
sight  of  the  land  from  the  ship. 

Capt.  Ross. had  the  misfortune  on  this  day  to  lose  one  of  his 
Esquimaux  dogs,  which  was  attributed  to  its  long  confinement 
QD  board  the  ship,  and  the  short  allowance  of  food  to  which 
it  was  obliged  to  be  restricted. 

On  the  27th  it  canie  on  to  blow  very  hard  from  the  north,  but 
the  situation  in  which  the  ship  had  been  placed,  protected  it  in 
a  g^reat  measure  from  the  violence  of  the  gale,  although  some 
apprehi^sion  was  entertained,  that  if  the  wind  came  from  the 
sonthwiitrd,  it  would  be  found  necessary  to  change  the  situation 
bf  the  ship,  which  if  the  ice  continued  to  accumulate  as  it  had 
done  during  the  two  preceding  days,  would  be  found  a  task  of 
idmost  insuperable  difficulty ;  with  this  impression  on  the  mind 
of  Capt.  Ross,  he  despatched  Commander  Ross  for  the  purpose 
of  diseovering  a  more  convenient  place  in  which  the  ship  could 
be  moored,  but  although  the  place  was  found,  it  appeared  almost 
impossible  to  navigate  the  ship  to  it,  as  it  was  discovered  that  to 
the  windward  of  the  islands,  the  ice  was  closely  packed,  and 
presented  an  almost  impassable  barrier  to  the  point  to  which  it 
was  their  intention  to  steer.  Towards  evening  the  officers  went 
on  shore,  and  found  that  the  ice  had  opened  in  a  very  extraordi 
Hary  degree,  but  still  not  sufficiently  as  to  admit  a  passage  for 
UiMhip. 

W  now  became  the  general  opinion  that  they  would  be  soon 
obliged  to  take  up  their  winter  quarters.  The  frost  had  set  in 
with  some  violence,  and  were  they  to  attempt  to  retrace  thei? 
coarse,  they  would  have  to  contend  not  only  ag-ainst  the  ice  ol 
former  years,  but  also  with  the  younij  ice  that  had  been  made 
during  the  present  season. 

It  was  on  the  28th  Septombor,  1824,  that  Capt.  Parry  went 
into  Port  Bowen  with  the  Heela  and  Fury,  and  never  cffoctod 
liis  passage  out  until  the  26th  July,  1825.  In  all  the  other  ox- 
fedititfni  also   the  latter  end  of  September,  or  the  bo^iimuxs;  ol 

f  u 
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October,  was  Ui©  time  when  the  vessels  wore  slationed  in 
winter  quarters,  and  therefore  on  the  part  of  the  crew   of 
Victory,  it  was  rational  to  suppose  that  their  labours  as  tki  i 
the  navigation  of  the  vefl&el  was  concerned^  were  drawing'  ike 
to  a  close.     The  great  object  of  solicitude  therefore,  now  wa« 
select  the  safest  place  where  the  Victory  could  be  laid  up  fur  th 
winter^  for  it  was  too  evident  that  the  place  in  which  she  the»^ 
l»y,  was  surrounded  with  many  dangers,  and  wholly  destitute  c^B 
the  least  protection  from  the  violence  of  the  wind&.     The  couatrr  i 
Itself  presented  few  or  no  temptations,  not  even  those  of  a  common 
kindj  which  distinguished  the  wintering  places  of  any  of  the 
ships,  which  had  been  employed  in  the  former  expeditions,     Th*  M 
islands  by  which  they  were  sttrrolmded,  appeared  to  have  the  ^ 
curse  of  barrenness  upon  them  to  the  utmost  possible  extent; 
a  soliury  bird  at  times  showed  itself,  but  it  w^as  only  on  its 
passage'    to  its  natural  haunts,  and  even  the  animals  indigenous 
to  the  ciimato,  appeared  to  visit  them  only  on  particular  ocf^asione, 
but  seldom  made  them  the  adopted  place  of  their  abode.     Com- 
mander Ross  was  so  tlioroughly  convinced  of  the  ineligibility  of 
the  situation  in  which  the  Victory  then  lay,  that  in  the  evemng 
he  took  the  whale  boat,  with  the  hope  of  discovering  a  passage 
by  which  the  ship  could  be  got  out.     He  was  fortunate  enough 
to  discover  one,  but  the  flood  tide  had  packed  the  ice  so  closely 
that  any  attempt  to  force  a  way  through  it  would  have  been  fhitl- 
les«.     The  temperature  of  the  air  was  this  day  2\^,  the  sea  il**. 

On  the  29th,  a  heavy  gale  came  on  to  blow  from  the  north 
accompanied  by  snow,  and  which  tended  in  no  trifling  di^Apa 
to  increase  the  danger  of  their  situation.  It  was  however  d^er-  ^ 
mined  to  use  every  exertion  to  get  the  ship  into  the  clear  water  B 
outside,  the  bearing  of  which  was  north  east,  to  north  west  by 
north*  From  the  north  west  to  the  south  was  a  tolid  body  of  ice 
closely  packed. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  dOtb,  the  ship  was  got  under 
weigh:  her  course  lay  through  a  passage  of  about  three  quarters 
of  a  mile  in  length,  and  the  tide  running  at  the  rate  of  three 
miles  an  hour,  but  it  was  found  that  the  ship  stemmed  the  tide 
Only  one  mile  an   hour.     To  the  great  surprise  of  Copt.  Ro^^l 
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however  on  gettidg  thtou^h  the  passage,  the  land  was  discovered 
to  run  to  the  south  east,  and,  as  was  supposed,  clear  water  to  it. 
They  therefore  kept  the  land  on  board  on  the  starboard  side,  as 
this  point  to  the  south  east  was  about  three  points  on  the  larboard 
Ifow.  They  continued  to  sail  until  mid-day,  when  from  an 
observation  taken  from  the  fere  topsail  yard,  a  complete  body  of 
k^  wts  seen  stretching  all  the  way  to  the  south  east,  and  where 
they  bad  flattered  themselves  that  a  passage  was  to  be  found,  it 
Wte  discovered  to  be  entirely  blocked  up  with  heavy  ice,  and 
tfcording  to  all  appearance  the  land  seemed  to  be  joined  to  it. 
b  a  short  time  it  was  ascertained  that  the  pack  of  ice  was 
itttienary,  which  annihilated  at  once  every  hope-  of  ejecting  a 
ptflsage  in  that  quarter^  The  principal  object  now  in-  view,  was 
tt  discover  a  harbour  where  the  ship  could  be  laid  up  for  the 
Winter.  The  ship  was  made  fast  to  a  berg,  but  finding  it  not 
^efysafe,  they  east  off  and  made  fkst  to  a  better,  which  had  been 
&eovered  by  Commander  Ros»  in  the  whale  boat^  «nd  which 
in  the  pkce  of  another  harbour  proved  for  the  time  a  very  ser- 
viceable one.  It  was  however  evident  to  Capt.  Ross  and  his 
nffcers,  that  no  time  was  to  be  lost  in  fixing  upon  a  harbour  for 
file  winter,  and  therefore  Commander  Ross  and  himself  set  forth  on 
an  expedition  in  the  whale  boat,  but  returned  unsuccessful.  During 
tbeir  excursion  they  saw  the  print  of  a  bear's  foot,  which  on  being 
measured  was  found  to  be  thirteen  inches  and  a  half  in  breadth, 
and  fourteen  inches  and  a  half  in  length.  They  also  saw  the 
impression  of  the  feet  of  several  animals,  such  as  the  ermine, 

SI  hare  and  deer.     The  object  however  which  attracted  their 
ice  most  particularly,  and  to  which  they  attached  a  peculiar 
interest,  was  the  remains  of  an  Esquimaux  hut,  which  had  been 
very  recently  built;  and  which  enlivened  them  with  the  hope 
that  a  tribe  of  that  people  inhabited  some  of  the  adjacent  coasts^ 
and  that  they  should  be  enabled  to  establish  a  friendly  intercourse 
with  them  during   the  winter ;    it  was  also  considered  ar 
peculiar  importance,  in  consequence  of  the  information  t 
might  be  obtained  from  them  of  the  geography  of  the  neigh 
tn^  countries,  and  the  probable  existence  of  the  passage  of 
tiioy  were  in  search. 
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Oii  lliefiillowiog  Jay,  thej  were  still  further  con¥tn<»ecl   Ifc 
the  EKquiiuaux  wel-e  in  the  vicinity,  as  Commander  James  \ 
tho  surgeon  discovered  in  one  of  their  walks^  a  trap  very  receatH^r 
made  by  the  EI^quimaiiK,  for  the  capture  of  the  smaller  aninmis  -^^ 
this  trap  Commander  Ro$tR  baited,  and  then  returned  on  h(>ar<^V 
The  greatest  impediment  which  now  existed  to  their  getting  i^e=? 
closer  wiili  tiie  land  was  an  iceberg,  which  stood  direct  in  lhet«~ 
pasfage,  and  artimlly  neomed  as  if  it  were  placed  designedtj  to 
nbstnict  their  further  progress.     It  was  determined   to  attempt 

he  removal  of  this  obstacle,  and  all  the  crew  were  accordingly 
employed  in  cutting  up  the  berg  for  the  purpose  of  getting  it 
afloat,  and  thus  the  case  was  to  he  reversed,  that  as  the  berg  bad 

ormerly  towed  the  ship,  the  ship   was  now  to  tow  away   tbo 

emnaiit  of  the  berg,  a^  i=oon  as  it  had  been  so  far  broken  up, 
as  to  reader  it  moveable.  It  is  not  to  be  contradicted  that  tberoi 
is  some  merit  even  in  making  an  attempt,  although  its  exectflion 
can  scarcely  be  said  lo  be  within  the  range  of  probability.  The 
\ery  attempt  to  discover  the  north  west  passage  has  something 
meritorious  in  it,  althuugh  it  may  be  the  firm  conviction  of  nine* 
teen  out  of  twenty  that  it  never  can  be  discovered  at  all ;  tberci 
was  far  the  8ume  reason,  »«ome  merit  in  the  attempt  of  Capi,  Ro«ij 
to  navigate  his  i«hip  by  the  power  of  steam  amongst  fields  and 
9oes  of  ice,  for  if  he  had  succeeded,  he  would  have  put  to  the 
iluvh  a  multiiude  of  carping,  cavilling  wiseacres,  who  had  the 
pre^uTupLitm  to  ridicule  the  attempt,  and  to  consider  it  rather  as 
the  abseace  of  common  sense  in  the  gallant  Captain*  than  a  proof 
of  the  >*yuiidness  of  his  judgement,  or  the  sanity  of  hisinteilc 
Ciipaiity.  The  cutling  up  of  an  iceberg,  about  sixty  feet' 
height,  and  grounded  seven  fathoms  deep  in  the  oeean^  bespoke  a 
noble  confidence  in  the  powers  of  the  pr(»jector.  and  a  most  laud- 
able contempt  of  those  insuperable  difBculties,  at  which  the  mere 
comoiou  plodding  man  turns  prudently  and  wisely  away,  from 
the  conviction  that  his  ti^e  and  labour  will  be  lost  in  the  at- 
tempt. 

Nevertheless  the  crew  worked  stoutly  at  the  destruction  of  the 

^rgi  and  as  oue  slice  flew  olf  after  the  otiier,  Capt.  Ross  had 
the  pTouil  fatit^Ucliuti  to  know  that  the  bergs  bulk  wat?  m  much 
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le^s  tbati  it  was  before  the  slice  was  taken  off.     It  is  said  thai 
-^rhen  Capt.  Rosa  was  under  the  discipline  of  his  writing  domin6» 
lb©  fiiat  copy  in  his  attempt  to  become  a  proficient  in  round-hand 
^vira^  "  Per«everiince  overcometh  difficulties/'  and  the  opportunity 
^vras  now  afTurded  him  of  carrying  that  salutary  maxim  into  exe- 
cnition.     Whilst  seated  over  his  hippocrene  in  his  cabin,  the  re- 
uiembranee  of  his  round-hand  copy  flashetl  upon  him  as  one  of  the 
reminiscences  of  his  early  daySj  the  result  of  which  was  that  the 
cooviction  burst  upon  him,  that  although  the  cutting  up  of  the 
Kjlpti^  bad  an  indisputable  claim  to  be  ranked  amongst  the  diffi- 
culties of  the  first  class,  yet  that  there  was  a  power,  which  could 
overcome    it.    and    to    that   power  he    determined    to    apply. 
When  Buonaparte  projected  the  road  over  the  Siraploa,  one  of 
tlie  everlasting  monuments  of  his  transcendent  genious^  he  was 
told  th:it  the  difficulties  were  loo  great  to  admit  of  its  execution; 
he  answered^  //  nq  a  pas  une  dlfficulti  dan&  U  monde,  que  Ihom^ 
me  ne  peut  pas  subjuguer^  i'il  possfde  de  Vaciiiivite  et  de  ta 
pers^eranee.     It  is  to  be  supposed  that  minds  of  corresponding 
ifigour  and  grandeur  will  engender  the  same  ideas,  and  to  say« 
that  the  mind  of  Capt.  Ross  ever  conceited  an  idea  bearing  auyt] 
relationship  to  that,  which  was  generated  in  the  mind  of  Buona* 
parte,  is  perhaps  paying  him  the  highest  compliment  which  the 
historian  of  his  memorable  exploits  in  the  arctic  seas  has  it  in  his 
power  to  bestow   upon  him.    The   cutting  of  the  road  of  the 
Sifuplon  was  accomplished  by  perseverance;  the  cutting  up  of 
ihli  berg  was  not  accomplished^  because  the  same  eminent  virtue 
MTU  not  practised.     After  five  hours  labour,  during  which  time  the 
herj^  had  gradually  lost  about  one  sixteenth  of  its  original  mag- 
nitude, but  was  still  so  immoveably  fixed  that  the  whole  navy  of 
England  could  not  have  towed  it  from  its  position,  Capt,  Ross 
very  prudently  declined  any  farther  demolition  of  the  berg,  and 
retired  from  the  arduous  task  with  the  flattering  consolation, 
that,  although  he  could  not  ccjnmand  success,  he  had  most  richly 
deserved  it.     The  temperature  of  the  air  was  this  day  by  thermo- 
meter  TV,  of  the  sea  "26". 

During  the  night  of  the  'Znd,  a  heavy  fajl  of  snc^H  look  pinco. 
which  occasioned  the  crew  some  labour  in  clea'uiir  tn^tu      The 
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officers  went  on  shore  on  a  shooting  excursion,  rind  retnrti^d  with 
two  6ne  hares,  A  raven,  several  grouse*  and  a  number  of  seail 
were  seen,  but  at  too  great  a  distance  for  the  shot  to  take  effect. 
The  temperature  of  the  air  was  then  two  degrees  lower  than  cm 
the  proceeding  day. 

On  the  following  morning  it  was  evident  that  a  bear  had  pai_ 
a  visit  to  the  ship,  as  Mb  track  could  be  distinctly  seen  round  the 
fthip,  and  as  it  was  conjectured  that  the  animal  would  pay  them 
another  visit,  it  was  determined  to  lie  in  watch  for  him,  as  its 
skin  would  be  no  trifling  acquisition  as  a  winter  clothing.  Tb^ 
Esquimaux  dogs  were  tried  on  this  day,  but  they  were  alt  young' 
dogs,  and  bad  never  been  in  a  sledge  before.  Two  of  them 
dragged  the  sledge  to  a  short  distance,  but  they  seemed  quite 
strangers  to  the  work.  It  was  evident  that  they  would  require  a 
deal  of  training  before  they  could  be  rendered  quite  serviceable. 
The  temperature  of  the  air  was  this  day  18^  below  the  freezing 
point,  the  severest  cold  which  hiad  been  yet  experienced. 

From  the  state  of  the  weather  it  was  now  evident  that  the 
place  were  they  now  were,  was  destined  to  be  their  winter 
quarters,  for  even  the  passage  by  which  they  had  arrived  at  it, 
was  so  completely  frozen  over,  that  the  dogs  were  driven  over 
the  young  ice,  drawing  one  of  the  crew  in  t!ie,  sledge.  This 
opinion  was  strongly  corroborated  by  the  orders  issued  by  Capt. 
Ross  to  the  engineers  to  take  the  engine  to  pieces.  This  task 
was  however  found  not  to  be  so  easy  of  execution  as  was  sup- 
posed, for  it  was  nnt  without  great  diflScuUy  that  some  of  the 
ftarts  were  got  asunder,  as  the  frost  had  the  tendency  to  m%ke 
the  iron  work  fly  and  snap  like  glass.  The  occupation  of  the 
engine,  like  that  of  Othello,  may  now  be  said  to  be  gone^  for  it 
was  supposed  thai  when  once  taken  down,  it  never  could  be  set  up 
again,  indepenrlenlly  of  which,  no  fuel  could  be  obtained  for  tho 
generation  of  thi?  steam,  nnd  therefore  iho  whole  of  it  became  a 
mass  of  useless  lumber  fit  only  for  ballast,  or  to  be  left  as  a  ■ 
present  to  the  first  tribe  of  Esquimaux  who  might  be  so  fortunate 
as  to  fall  in  with  it. 

The  distance  from  ihe  land  under  which  the  ship  was  stiel* 


tared  wa^  about  seveo  miles  to  the  southward,  and  they  bad  ti« 
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en  five  days  in  tVioir  posiiion,  end  Uie  iob  1)ad  arnnnuhited 
fteven  or  eight  inches  in  thickness.  At  somo  distance  ffotn  the 
ship  thefo  wiis  a  ^mall  Ktream  of  water  in  which  an  object  Was 
«e€ji  floating,  which  to  all  appearance  from  the  ves*;cl  wa§  a 
dead  seal.  Four  huiids  were  despatched  with  the  Norway 
yawl,  and  they  hauled  the  boat  above  a  hundred  yards  over  the 
ie©,  which  kept  bending  all  the  time  like  a  bow,  btrt  on 
arriving"  at  the  place  where  the  dead  seal  was  KuppoRed  to  be 
rounds  they  disct»vered  to  their  |^reat  disappointment  that  it  was 
^  piece  of  ice  in  the  small  stream  of  w^ater, 

This'day  Capl*  Ross  issued  his  orders  that  the  temperature  of 
Ihe  sea  should  not  lie  taken  any  more.     The  temperature  of  the 
^ii  was  15^^  below  the  frcezin|»^  point. 

About  nine  in  the  evening*  the  Aurora  Borealis  was  seen  very 
bfilliant  from  south  west  to  ctotith  east.  It  was  first  seen 
through  a  thick  mi'^it  in  the  zenith,  but  as  the  mist  passed  away, 
the  Aurora  increased  in  brilliancy;  the  stars  shone  with  g-reat 
InghlDcssj  and  not  a  cloud  was  to  be  seen.  Towards  midnig'ht 
the  aurora  became  less  brilliant, and  the  sky  was  ag'ain  obscured 
hjmiKt;  the  wind  was  li^ht  from  the  northward,  which  shifted 
ttuouth  by  west,  moderate  cloudy  weather. 

The  appearances  of  the  aurora  increased  in  number  and  bril- 
liancy as  the  season  advanced.  Sometimes  it  formed  a  splendid 
arcb  across  the  heavens,  of  a  pale  lambent  flame,  running  with 
inconceivable  velocity,  and  resembling  the  spiral  motions  of  a 
Mrpent.  This  arched  form  of  the  aurora  seems  the  most  magiiifi- 
t  of  all  its  diversified  appearances,  the  arches  are  somotimen 
ingle  and  sometimes,  several  concentric  ones  appear^  but 
oerally  they  rarely  exceed  five  and  are  seldom  limited  to  one. 
ey  are  sometimes  composed  of  a  continuous  stream  of  light, 
right  at  the  horizon  and  increasing  in  brilliancy  at  the  a^nitb, 
and  when  the  internal  motion  is  rapid,  and  the  light  brilliaDt, 
the  beams  of  which  they  are  composed  ar#  •discernible ;  the 
internal  motion  appears  as  a  sudden  glow,  not  proceeding  from 
any  visiblo  concentration  of  matter,  but  bursting  forth  in  several 
parts  of  ihe  arch,  as  if  an  ignition  of  combustible  ma^ 
taken  plare,  and  spreading  itself  rapidly  towards  each  i 
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In  the  arch  defforihecl  by  Capt,  Parry,  the  lower  pari  only 
well  definodi  the  space  under  it  appearing  dark  as  if  a  blach  ^ 
cloud  had  h*^n  there,  which  howeTer  was  not  the  cade,  as  tho  I 
ftars  were   seen  in  it  unobscured   except  by  the  li^ht  of  the 
aurora.     The  revolution  of  an  arch  from  north  to  south,  oetupi^ft 
at  different  periods  a  space  of  lime  varyint^  from  twenty  mimiteii 
to  two  hourst   and  sometimes  it  appears  stationary  for  sevemi 
hours  tog:ether. 

Innumerable  streams  of  white  or  yellowish  li^ht*  appear 
sometimes  to  oceupy  the  greater  portion  of  the  heavens  to  the 
80Uth  of  the  zenith.  Some  of  these  streams  of  light  are  m  soft 
lines  like  rays,  others  crooked  and  waving  in  all  sorts  of  irregular 
figures,  and  mo%ing  with  great  rapidity  in  various  directions; 
among  these  might  frequently  be  observed  the  shorter  collections 
or  bundles  of  rays,  which  moving  with  greater  velocity  than  the 
rest,  hate  acquired  the  name  of  Merry  Dancers^ 

Total  darkness  would  sometimes  ensue  from  the  sadden  dis- 
appearance of  the  aurora,  and  then  it  would  as  suddenly  re-appear 
in  forms  altogether  different  from  those  which  preceded,  over- 
spreading the  sky  with  sheets  of  silvery  light,  wafted  quickly 
ftlongf  like  thin  strata  of  clouds  before  the  wind.  Sometimes 
narrow  streaks  of  flame  shot  forth  with  extreme  Velocity,  travers- 

[  ing  in  a  few  seconds  the  entire  concave  of  the  heavens,  and  dis- 
appearing beneath  the  south  eastern  horizon.  Occasional  broad 
masses  of  light  suddenly  appeared  in  the  zenith,  and  descended 
towards  the  earth  in  the  form  of  beautiful  continuous  radiated 
circles. 

Speaking  generally,  the  lustre  of  the  polar  lights  may  be 
described  as  varying  in  kind  as  well  as  in  intensity;  sometioies 
it  ia pearly,  sometimes  imperfectly  vitreous,  and  semetimes  almoM 

Lmetallie,       Its   degree    of   intensity   varies    from  a   tery   fciot 

Tadiance,  to  a  light  nearly  equal  to  that  of  the  moon. 

The  colours  of  the  Aurora  Borealis  are  of  various  tinU^  aitd  do 
toot  seem  to  depend  on  the  presence  of  any  luminarjs  btit  to  bo 

-geherated  by  the  motion  of  the  beams;  the  rays  or  beams  at** 
Itteel  grey,  yellowish  grey,  pea  green,  celandine  green,  golil 
yellow.  Tiolel  blue  and  purple;  sometimes  rose  red,  crimsoD  red. 
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biood  rod;  g^reeiiUh  red,  orange  red,  and  lake  red.  Some  of  xlm 
beams  appear  a»  if  tinged  with  bliiek,and  re^ieinble  de^.^c^.m.Mis 
off^moke.  The  art^iot*  are  sometiraes  nearly  hiaek  pa<tshii^  into 
i^iolel  bloe,  grey,  i^old,  yellow,  or  white,  buuiuleJ  by  ur*  edge 
of  yellow;  the  colours  are  also  soruetiines  vivid  aivJ  prismatic* 

Early  observera  were  di&poBed  to  assign  to  the  tiurora  an  im- 

Coense  ele\*ation  above  the  surface  of  tlie  earth.     The  height  of 

that  seen  in  1707.  was  computed  at  825  miles ;  Bergrriahn  from  a 

imt\  of  thirty  com|)atalions,  forms  tin  average  esliraate  at  46;> 

miles.     Euler  gives  the  altitude  of  several  thousand  miles  to  the 

lurora,  and  Mairan  iixe^  the  elevatioo  of  the  greatest  number  nt 

WQ  miles  at  least,  Dr.    Blagden  brought  it  down  to  130,  and 

Mr.DaU(«n  could  not  assign  a  lees  elevation  to  the  anrora  seen  in 

ihiB  country  in  IStlfi,     Bui  the  result  of  the  observations  mado 

^•j  llie  several  ar*-'titi  expeditions  seems  to  be,  that  the  height  at 

th<^aurura  is  diflerent  at  different  periods,  it  occurs  at  elevations 

awch  higher  than  the  region  of  clouds ;  though  instances  are 

ujrotioned  by  Capt.   Frankling  and  Dr,  Richardson,  in   which 

'''**  »'jrora  has  been  seen  at  a  less   elevation    than  that  of  don  so 

.  the  under  surfaces  of  which  they  often  saw  illuminated 

by  the  meteor,  ; 

^The  magnetic  property  of  the  aurora,  or  its  power  of  agitating 

magnetic  needle*  had  long  been  suspected  by  philosophers, 

though  still   doubted   by  some,  and   not  confirmed  by  the 

obiervations  of  Captains  Parry  and  Foster,  seems  now  sufficiently 

lished  by  the  observations  of  Captain   Franklin,   Lieutenant. j 

I,  and   Dr.  Richardson.     During  the  first  voyage  of  Capt, 

>  the  ship  was  in  a  situation  when  the  aurora  appeared,  that 

tke  electrometer  could  not  be  used ;  nor  in  the  last  voyage  were 

decisive  conclusions  arrived  at.    At  present*  little  more  thar- 

fact  seems  to  be  ascertained,  as  great  obscurity  still  hang.^ 

over  the  cause  from  which  this  effect  proceeds,  and  the  mode 

its  operation ;  and  it  sometimes  happens  that  on 

a  tendency  to  neutralize  the  conclusion  to 

Id  lead.     The  aurora  sometimes  approached  th^ 

producing  tlie  usual  effect  on  the   positioi 

is  generally  most  active  where  it  sec        ^ 
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behinil  a  cIihkI,  ^od  the  oscillations  appear  only  to  take  place, 
w  h^n  fieams  or  fringes  of  the  meteor  are  on  the  same  plane  with 
the  dip  of  the  needle.  Capt.  Franklin  was  led  to  consider  that 
the  effect  of  the  aarora  on  the  needle,  varied  with  its  height 
ab^>Te  the  earth.  That  it  did  not  depend  on  the  brilliancy  of 
the  meteor  was  manifest,  from  the  fact  that  in  hazy  clondy  nights 
the  needle  deviated  considerably,  though  no  aurora  was  theo 
visible^  and  he  felt  unable  to  determine  whether  this  proceeded 
from  a  concealed  aurora  behind  the  clouds,  or  entirely  from  the 
state  of  the  atmosphere.  Clouds  sometimes  during  the  day 
assumed  the  forms  of  the  aurora,  and  he  was  inclined  to  connect 
with  their  appearance  the  deviation  of  the  needle,  which  was 
occasionally  observed  at  such  times.  : 

The  appearance  of  the  aurora  is  said  to  be  sometimes  attended 
with   singular   noises.    Though  Parry,   Franklin,    Richardscm,  . 
Scorcsby,  Ross  and  others  never  heard  such  noises,  and  Hood 
and  Brook  only  think  they  did ;  all  express  an  opinion  to  defer 
to  the  uniform  testimony  of  natives  and  residents,  so  far  as  to 
admit  that  such  sounds  may  sometimes  be  audible,  but  their  rare 
occurrence  is  demonstrated  by  the  &ct,  that  Captain  Fraoklin  ^ 
party  felt  unablo  to  confirm  this  report,  though  the  appearance  ^ 
the  aurora  had  been  registered  343  times  at  Bear  Lake,  in  th® 
seasons  of  1825  and  1826.     The  noise  as  described  appears  to  b^ 
a  sort  of  crackling,  whizzing,  rustling  sound,  compared  to  tb^'-^ 
of  an  electric  spark — to  the  falling  of  hail — to  the  rustling  of  ^ 
large  flag  in  a  gale  of  wind — to  the  noise  made  by  a  flock  ^* 
sheep  in  breaking  through  a  hedge — to  that  caused  by  shakita^ 
or  waving  a  piece  of  paper,  and  to  the  rushing  of  wind.    Pr^^ 
fessor  Jamieson  declares  his  belief  in  the  existence  of  such  sound  ^ 
and  states  that  ho  has  himself  heard  them. 

In  the  polar  regions  the  aurora  begins  to  appear  in  October»ai^^ 
aontinues  to  May,  but  the  lights  are  the  mo^t  intensely 
from  November  to  Man*h ;  it  is  very  \ariou$  in  its  duration, it 
times  appears  and  disappears  in  the  cvHurse  of  a  few 
other  times  it  lasts  during  all  the  nifh:.  ami  occasio— Iff  f 
tinues  for  two  or  three  days  together. 

It  was  now  deternii:;cd  to  c\>m*^^rv-v  :h*^  di^mantliHr  9 


•Wp>  and  to  fit  her  out  for  their  winter  quarters,  Tlie  engineera 
proceeded  io  taking  the  engine  to  pieces,  and  some  of  the  heavi- 
est things  were  got  on  shore,  as  the  ice  leading  to  it  was  now  a 
compact  body,  without  a  single  ititermediate  patch  or  pond  of 
water.  It  was  on  the  6th  Oetuber  ihut  iheir  foruier  visitor,  the 
bear,  was  seen  again  to  Lo  approachiug  the  fthip,  and  the  neces- 
sary preparations  were  made  for  receiving  him  in  such  a  manner 
that  it  should  be  the  last  of  his  viftits.  The  animal  approached 
with  some  caution,  stopping  at  times  and  liolding  up  his  black 
nose,  as  if  to  catch  the  scent  of  the  victuals  that  were  cooking 
f*n  board  the  vessel.  In  regions  where  it  might  be  thought,  so 
large  an  animal  must  necessarily  perish^  their  sense  of  smell  is 
very  keen,  and  it  is  certain  that  they  were  attracted  to  the  ship 
by  the  clBuvia  of  the  victuals.  The  animal  in  question  appeared 
to  be  80  intent  upon  the  delicious  odour  that  regaled  his  olfactory 
seoses,  as  not  to  observe  the  approach  of  the  men,  who  were 
tent  to  accomplish  his  destruction,  and  they  succeeded  in  con- 
cealing iheniselves  behind  amount  of  ice  awaiting  his  approach, 
when  he  no  sooner  came  within  shot,  than  they  fired,  and  killed 
him  on  the  spot.  The  prize  was  carried  on  board,  and  his 
weight  was  found  to  exceed  five  hundred  pounds,  it  being  sup- 
posed tltat  he  had  lost  above  twenty  pounds  of  blood. 
m  ft.     in, 

H  His  length  from  the  snout  to  the  tail,  was  .  *  6     8  ^ 

H  From  the  snout  to  the  shoulder  blade 1     8  ■ 

^k  Circumference  of  the  body  near  the  fore  legs  5    2  H 

^^B    Ditto  of  the  neck 1     10        fl 

^^^    Breadth  of  fore  paw    • » • *         8  ■ 

V  Ditto      of  hind  paw  *.,••.*, 7^        ^ 

^P  Length  from  the  snout  to  the  occiput 1     %  M 

^  Height  at  the  fore  shoulder .._,..  3     10 

W  Circumference  of  hind  leg     ••**!     S  ■ 

m  Ditto  of  fore  leg 1     S  f 

■  Ditto  of  snout  before  the  eyes    , . . .    I     5  fl 

W  Fore  claws %  ■ 

B  Hind  ditto I)         fl 

m      Tail :^\     m 
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It  must  however  be  ob§erved  thai  this  was  a  small  specimen' 
the  species,  and  excessively  lean,  indeed  if  the  venders  of  bears 
grease  of  the  metropolis,  depended  upon  the  supply  from  tha 
animals  of  the  polar  regionst  the  commodity   would  be  exceed- 
ing^ ly  scarce,  for  it  may  be  said  with  some  truth,  that  the  life  of 
a  polar  hear  is  one  of  starvation,  and  it  was  seldom  that  one  was 
killed,  the  condition  of  which,  demonstrated  that  its  ursinine 
appetite  had  been  regularly  satisfied,  or  in  fact  that  it  had  ever 
been  satisfied  at  all.     In  the  intestines  of  one  of  the  bears  that 
were  killed,  a  mass  of  vegetable  matter  was  found,  which  proved 
to  what  extremity  the  animal  must  have  been  driven  for  food,  as 
it  gfenerally  manages  to  support  nature  on  seals,  and  the  remains 
offish.     When  its  appetite  is  satisfied,  it  is  a  lazy,  sleepy  animal 
and  only  drawn  from  its  hole  by  the  impulse  of  hunger,  when  its 
ferocity  becomes  truly  formidable,  and  its  extraordinary  strength 
generally  insures  it  the  victory  over  its  less  powerful  opponents. 
Tim  bear  that  waskilled  by  the  crew  of  the  Alexander,  on  the  first 
voyage  of  Capt*  Ross,  weighed  I,l31|,tb8,  after  allowing  thirty 
pounds  for  the  loss  of  blood,  consequently  by  comparison,  the 
bear  killed  by  the  crew  of  the  Victory,  was  about  two  thirds  of 
the   size   of  the  former,      Capt*  Ross  ordered  that  a   skeleton 
should  be  made  of  the  bear,  which,  considering  that  sailors  arc, 
not  the  most  expert  anatomists  in  the  world,  was  well  and  ably 
3xecuted.      The   skeleton  would  have  appeared    either   in   the 
British  Museum  or  in  that  of  the  Zoological  Society,  as  a  dis- 
tinguished trophy   of  the  last  expedition  of  Capt.  Rosa,  but  H 
was  unfortunately  left  with  the  ship  itself,  to  have 

Its  iiii&rrowl««ji  bone» 
nieached  bv  ttie  merciless  blase,  its  fono 
To  iLe  power  of  corruption  left. 

On  the  8th  the  ship  was  exposed  to  some  violent  gaJcs,  dc- 
jompanicd  with  a  heavy  fall  of  snow.  The  crew  began  to  clear 
the  hold  of  provision^,  and  to  slow  them  away,  where  thoy  wero 
to  remiiia  for  the  winter.  The  two  boats  which  Capt.  Fntriktiti 
had  with  him  in, his  expedition  wore  hauled  on  shore,  and  ev^ry 
exertion  was  uow  made  to  get  the   ^Ibip  nearer  in  fhore.     Thm 
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plan  adopted  was  cutting  a  canal  astern  of  the  vessel,  and  then 
by  means  of  a  hawser  attached  to  the  land,  hauling  the  length 
of  the  canal  that  had  been  made.  Some  idea  may  however  be 
formed  of  the  extreme  arduousness  of  this  undertaking,  when  the 
first  day^  one  foot  was  the  whole  of  the  progress,  which  they  had 
pade — the  secoj?d  day  they  succeeded  in  cutting  six  feet,  and 
(he  greatest  extent  which  they  ever  reached  was  twenty  feel^ 
tl^e  sailors  having,  in  their  labour  to  wear  leathern  boots  on  account 
of  the  water,  caused  them  to  suffer  most  severely  with  cold  feet, 
anfi  as  the  thermometer  was  sometimes  below  zero,  their  boots 
were  sometimes  a  mass  of  ice  at  the  soles,  which  kept  the  feet  in 
^  continual  ^tate  of  numbness.  The  interior  of  the  ship  also 
imderwent  some  alteration,  the  carpenters  enlarged  the  ship's 
Company's  mess-berth,  by  shifting  the  fore  bulk  head  four  feel 
farther  forward,  and  other  methods  were  adopted  for  contributing 
to  the  comfort  Qf  the  crew,  during  the  dreary  season  which  was 
before  them,  although  it  was  in  many  respects  found  impossible 
toiiccomplish  that  desirable  purpose,  to  the  extent  to  which  it  had 
been  carried  in  the  Hecla  and  Fury ;  in  fact  it  has  been  without 
besitation  repeatedly  stated  by  several  of  the  crew,  that  they 
^oold  never  sail  again  on  an  expedition  of  that  kind  in  any  other 
^Bssel  than  one  fitted  out  by  government.  The  apparatus  on 
board  the  government  ships  for  diffusing  a  regular  and  com- 
&>rtable  temperature  in  the  ship's  company's  berths  was  complete 
ioevejy  respect,  and  during  the  most  intense  frost  which  they 
Experienced,  the  thermometer  never  fell  below  60°  in  the  lower 
^®ck,  whereas  in  the  Victory  the  temperature  never  exceeded  45\ 
*^ing  only  thirteen  degrees  above  the  freezing  point. 

The  clearing  of  the  ship  was  now  proceeded  in  with  the  utmost 
'alacrity,  all  the  sails  were  unbent,  and  she  was  literally  stripped, 
^n  taking  the  engine  to  pieces  an  accident  happened  to  one  of 
^te  men,  which  obliged  him  to  keep  his  bed,  and  deprived  the 
^ipfor  some  time  of  his  services,  which  under  the  present  cir- 
^^stances  was  much  to  be  deplored,  as  the  labour,  which  the  crew 
"*d  to  undergo,  exposed  as  they  were  to  the  continual  incle- 
'^cy  of  the  weather,  required  every  hand,  winch  the  ship  could 
.afford  to  spare  in  bringing  her  to  her  desired  btalioii. 
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The  lull  being  Sunday,  divine  service  was  perfurmcd,  and 
llio  iifternoon  the  crew  were  allowed  to  take  a  walk,  during 
which  they  saw  a  {ox,  the  first  of  which  had  been  seen  in  the 
country.  They  had  directed  their  course  to  the  southward, 
fancying  that  they  should  feel  less  from  the  severity  of  the  wind, 
and  tJjeir  expoctatians  were  reaHsed  as  long  as  they  proceeded 
on  their  walk,  but  on  their  return  to  the  ship,  the  wind  came  on 
to  blow  sharply  from  the  N*  N,W.,  accompaTiied  by  drifting  snow, 
which  actually  prevented  them  from  seeing  many  yards  before 
them,  and  it  was  not  without  some  difficulty  that  they  could  find 
their  way  back  to  the  ship. 

The  greater  part  of  tlie  Wth  was  employed  in  removing'  the 
powder  out  of  the  ship,  and  stowing  it  away  on  shore.  Two 
seals  were  seen  on  the  ice,  and  Capt.  Ross  and  Commander  Rom 
went  to  try  to  shoot  them,  but  before  they  had  got  within  shot, 
they  had  dived  into  their  holes.  An  account  of  the  provisions 
was  this  day  taken,  and  it  was  found  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
crew,  that  ihey  had  thirty  months  provisions  on  board,  and  about 
18  chaldrons  of  coke  and  coal.  The  small  quantity  of  the  latter 
was  rather  calculated  to  excite  some  apprehension,  at  all  events 
it  was  well  for  them,  that  they  could  not  foresee  the  protracted 
length  of  their  residence,  in  the  inhospitable  regions  in  which 
they  then  were,  or  the  greatest  alarm  would  have  been  raised 
in  regard  to  their  future  comfort  and  subsistence.  There  wms 
one  circumstance  attendant  on  this  paucity  of  fuel,  which  was 
that  the  certainty  existed  that  no  further  use  could  he  made  of  ■ 
the  steam  engine,  for  even  if  an  opportunity  offered  itself  on  the 
homeward  voyage,  or  in  the  prosecution  of  their  discoveries,  of 
employing  it  to  any  advantage,  they  would  be  obliged  to  ret  in* 
c}uish  it  from  a  total  want  of  fuel;  the  folly  therefore  of  having 
encumbered  the  ship  with  such  a  useless  appendage  became  every 
day  more  apparent,  and  it  became  at  last  proverbial  amongst  the 
crdw,  when  speaking  of  a  useless  object,  to  compare  it  with  their 
steam  engine. 

This  evening  the  aurora  borealis  shone  with  uncommon  splen* 
dour,  appearing  in  broad  masses,  and  breaking  «;uddcnly  into 
columns  and   streamers,  filling  the    whole   hemisphere. 


i 
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IV  foU(^ng  lines  were  ^tn'Men  an  the  appearance  of  this  hemu' 
iiful  phenomenon: 

m^b  quivering  in  the  air,  as  shadows  fly. 
The  Northern  Lights  adorn  the  azure  sky 
Dlmm  d  by  superior  blaze,  the  stars  retire, 
And  heaven*s  vast  concave  gleams  with  sportive  f&% 
Sk>ft  blazing  in  the  east,  the  orange  hue. 
The  crimwn,  purple  and  ethereal  blue, 
Form  a  rich  arch  by  floating  clouds  upheld, 
High  poised  in  air  with  awful  mystery  swellM; 
From  wliose  dark  centres  with  unceasing  roll, 
Rich  coruscations  gild  the  glowing  pole, 
Their  varied  hues,  slow  waving  o*er  the  bay« 
Eclipse  the  splendour  of  the  dawning^  4ays 
Streamers  in  quick  succession  o^r  the  flky^ 
From  the  arc's  centre  far  diverging  fly ; 
Pencils  of  rays,  pure  as  ttie  heaven^s  own  light^ 
Dart  rapid  upward  to  the  zenith^  height 

■ 
TransfixM  with  wonder  on  the  frozen  flood, 

The  blaze  of  grandeur  fired  my  youthful  blood ; 

Deep  in  th*  overwhelming  maze  of  nature*s  laws. 

Midst  her  mysterious- gloom  I  sought  the  cause  ; 

But  vain  the  search,  inscrutable  to  man 

Thy  worlds  havs  been,  O  God,  since  time  began. 

And  still  shall  be. — ^Then  let  the  thought  expire : 

As  litLe  the  splendour  of  Aurora^s  fire 

To  dark  oblivion  sunk  in  wasting  flame; 

Like  the  dim  shadows  of  departed  fame. 

On  the  14th  the  snow  fell  so  heavily  that  the  ship  could  not  be 
•een  from  the  shore,  and  it  tended  in  a  great  degree  to  retard 
the  operations  of  the  crew,  as  it  rendered  the  passage  over  the 
ice  more  difficult-  and  in  some  respects  also  more  dangerous,  on 
account  of  ils  concealing  those  cavities  in  tiie  ice,  in  Yil\\^V\  \\\va 
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sailors   were  plunged  uj>  tu  llieir  knees,  and  caused  tbem  to  Ul 
with  ihe  load  which  ihey  were  carrying. 

The  berth  for  the  ship^s  company  was  now  completed,  and  it 
was  acknowledged  that  some  very  great  improTements  bad 
been  made,  but  still  il  was  in  do  deg^ree  to  be  compared  to  that 
of  the  Hecla,  It  must  however  be  admitted,  that  Capt.  Ros? 
could  only  execute  the  plans  which  he  had  formed  for  the  con- 
tributing' to  the  comfort  of  the  crew,  according  to  the  means 
which  were  in  his  possession,  and  the  small  quantity  of  fiwl 
compared  with  tliat  which  was  on  board  the  government  sliip«, 
was  certainly  a  great  drawback  to  the  execution  of  those  in»- 
sures,  by  which  the  comfort  of  the  crew  could  be  more  pertna- 
nently  promoted.  At  the  same  time  it  must  be  considered,  tbl 
the  fiiei  on  board  the  government  ships  had  not  been  uselesilf 
and  foolishly  wasted,  in  keeping  up  large  fires  for  the  purposes uf 
a  steam  engine,  and  this  circmnstance  alone  ought  to  have 
had  its  preponderating  weight  with  Capt.  Ross,  before  1» 
adventured  upon  a  plan,  the  failure  of  which  was  clear  and 
evident  to  evei*y  one  but  himself.  The  Heck  and  Fury  arrivsJ 
at  their  winter  quarters,  with  their  stock  of  fuel  comparatively 
speaking  scarcely  touched;  whereas  the  Victory,  from  the  cod* 
sumption  of  the  steam  Engine,  had  her  stuck  very  seriously 
diminished.  It  is  true  that  in  some  of  the  northern  latitudeii 
.  onsiderable  quantity  of  drift  wood  is  always  to  be  found,  but 
this  can  only  be  gathered  in  clear  water,  and  not  in  the  depth  of 
winter,  when  it  would  be  found  of  the  greatest  service,  Thi* 
was  therefore  a  resource  from  which  Capt.  Ross  was  sbui  <N^ 
and  the  country  itself  in  which  he  had  taken  up  his  wiflW^ 
quarters  atlV»rding  him  not  the  least  supply,  lie  was  obliged  V) 
husband  his  resources,  and  this  is  sufficient  to  account  fur  tbo** 
limited  measures  which  were  adopted  for  the  comfort  of  lb* 
crew,  in  regard  to  the  temperature  of  their  berths. 

During  the  cesstition  from  iheir  labour,  the  crew  employ^* 
themselves  in  making  traps  for  catching  the  animals  indigent 
to  the  country,  particularly  the  foxes,  whose  skins  were  htd 
prized  as  a  protection  against  the  cold.  Commander  Roflfl 
ieveral  trups   fur   seals,  in  which  he  was  generally  suceesaift^' 
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Rvfin  the  fkina  of  these  antmalR  wr*r<^  found  of  ^reat  use,  im^t* 
pBtiA^nily  of  the  oil,  which  was  extracted  frnrn  their  bodies,  and 
ihe  '♦wd  fvhicK  the  fleah  afibrdod  to  the  dugs,  Comtnaoder  Ro5j 
taw  two  grouse,  but  Dotwiihstauding  repeated  attempts,  becuul^ 
not  miceecyd  in  killing  them* 

The  heaviest  parts  of  the  engine  had  now  been  conveyed  onshore, 
and  the  boilers  alone  remained,  but  on  attempting;  to  get  them 
up  the  hatchway,  they  were  found  to  be  too  large.  If  they  wer< 
aU»wed  to  remain  on  hoard,  they  would  be  the  means  of  frus- 
tmtiti^  the  plans,  which  had  been  formed  for  the  interior  reguk- 
tioQ  of  the  ship  during  its  winter  sojourn^  and  therefore  nn 
other  alternative  was  left  than  to  cut  the  boilers  in  two,  which 
waa  aocortlingly  effected  by  the  engineer;  and  thus  another  and 
aknosl  insuperable  obstacle  was  raised  to  the  engine  ever  bein*: 
lilted  again*  The  boilers  being  cut  in  two^  they  wore  conveyed 
on  sh<}re  with  the  greatest  difficulty  ;  the  men  complainitig 
much  of  the  task,  as  at  all  evenl&  they  were  now  only  worth 
their  rahie  in  metal,  and  if  they  had  dropped  to  the  bottom  of  thu 
ocean,  it  would  have  been  no  hissto  the  ship.  m 

On  the  I8ih  the  thermometer  was  for  the  first  time  at  Zero, 
being  one  day  sooner  than  when  the  Hecla  wintered  in  Port 
BoHren.  The  houiting  uf  the  ship  was  now  proceeded  with  m 
Ifae  most  e^^peditious  manner;  two   tanks  were   put   ovir   the 

Kehwoy  for  condseners,  and  the  cooking  apparatus  in  midships 
n  shtfied,  in  order  that  the  line  of  funnels  fur  the  transmission 
of  heat  might  go  right  round  the  ship;  the  deck  over  head  vias 
v^ry  wet,  owing  to  the  partial   thawing  of  the  snow,    and  it 
croal4Hi  a  dampness,  which  independently  of  its  chilling  proper- 
lias,  was  not  considered  as  conducive  to  the  heullli  of  the  creiV 
The  whole  employment  of  the   crew  was  now  directed   to 
render  the  ship  as  comfortable  as  possible,  during  the  long  and 
gloomy  winter  which  was  befure  them,  but  it  was  the  general  j 
opinion,  that  however  great  their  exertions  might  be,  the  vessel  1 
pofsetaed  not  the  capability, nor  were  even  those  resources  at  hand 
by  which  many  of  the  obstacles  could  be  removed,  which  pre- 
•eoled  ihemaelves  in  several  instances  to  the  establishment  tf 
7  V 
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the  complete  comfort  of  the  crew.  On  the  whole,  the  etroneoQf 
judgment  of  Capt.  Ross,  in  the  selection  of  a  Teasel  erf  the 
second  rate  qualifications  of  the  Victory,  for  a  service  of  so  pecu- 
liar a  nature  as  that  for  which  she  was  destined,  was  apparent 
to  all  the  crew,  and  was  the  cause  of  many  murmurs  and  com- 
plaints, which  tended  to  disturb  that  harmony  and  good  fellow* 
ship,  which  could  alone  render  a  service,  in  which  the  erew  of 
the  Victory  were  employed,  in  any  degree  supportable. 

In  order  that  an  immediate  communication  mi^ht  be  obtaine 
from  the  cabin  to  the  ship^s  company's  berth,  the  steward^s  rooB 
was  removed  and  a  passage  was  made,  which  rendered  it  uir-ij 
necessary  for  any  of  the  crew,  having  to  communicate  with  theii 
officers  to  go  on  deck,  independently  of  which,   a  nfore   equaP 
temperature    was  kept  up,    than   if  it    were    required    on    aH    i 
occasions  to  open  the  hatchway,  ■ 

Commander  Ross  having  observed  a  fox  a  short  distance  from 
the  ship;  he  went  onshore  and  laid  a  trap  for  him,  and  on  the 
following  day  h©  was  caught.  It  was  the  hop©  of  Commander 
Ross  that  the  animal  could  be  kept  alive,  and  conveyed 
England  as  a  specimen  of  its  species,  but  it  did  not  live  for  tw 
days,  having  been  seriously  injured  by  the  trap. 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  the  month,  the  chief  duty  of  tbo 
crew  consisted  in  housing  the  ship  and  banking  her  up  with 
snow,  but  from  the  extreme  violence  of  the  weather,  tlie  wind 
blowing  a  heavy  gate  with  storms  of  snow,  the  crew  were  fre- 
quently  interrupted  in  their  labour,  from  their  total  inability  to 
withstand  the  severity  of  the  season.  On  drawing  a  comparisoti 
between  the  temperature  of  the  lower  deck  of  the  Victory  and 
the  Hec  1 1,  it  will  be  found  that  the  temperature  of  the  former, 
was^at  its  maximum,  fourteen  degrees  lower,  than  the  miaionum 
of  the  temperature  of  the  Hecia,  the  former  ranging  from  MP  lo 
45 '.  the  latter  from  69°  to  73*, 
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fkfMowing  is  the  scale  of  the  temperature  of  the  exterior 
Atmosphere  for  the  month  of  October. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


PitOCIEDIKGB  ON  BOARD  TH£  VICTORY  IS  FBUX  HARBOUR,  DCRIIIG  tBm  WmBI 

OP  issop  ahd  the  spring  op  im* 


The  inontl)  of  November  set  iu  with  strong  gales,  which  con- 
ined  the  crew  to  their  exercise  on  deck,  but  it  was  now  disoovered 
.hat  unless  a  stratum  of  some  kind  was  pUced  between  tb^  snow 
and  the  decks,  that  no  probability  existed  of  keeping  them  in  a 
state  of  dryness,  or  preventing  the  penetration  of  the  snow-water, 
by  which  the  insalubrity  of  the  berths  would  be  greatly  augmented, 
it  was  therefore  determined  to  employ  the  crew  in  digging  holes 
:>n  shore,  and  severe  indeed  was  the  labour,  for  so  small  was  the 
progress  which  they  made,  that  if  ihey  succeeded  in  penetrating 
a  foot  a  day,  they  congratulated  themselves  on  having  accom- 
plished a  great  feat.     Fortunately  however  they  arrived  at  a 
;tratum  of  pravel,  with  which  they  lined  the  upper  deck,  and 
then  covered  it  with  a  thick  layer  of  snow,  which  together  formed 
I  coverin;;^,  which  bade  defiance  to  the  influence  of  the  frost,  as 
Tar  as  the  exterior  condition  of  the  ship  was  concerned.     A  large 
)ven  having  been  erected  in  the  lower  deck,  a  fire  was  made  in  it 
or  the  first  time  on  this  day,  and  in  half  an  hour,  the  temperature 
aad  risen  ten  degrees,  which  rendered  the   berths  of  the  crew 
more  comlortable  than  they  had  hitherto  experienced.     The  crew 
were  divided  into  five  difierent  watches,  and  it  was  the  duty  of 
:lie  three  which  had  the  morning  watch,  to  remain  on  board  the 
whole  of  the  day,  for  the  purpose  of  dryincj^  the  deck  over  head. 
The  remainder  of  the  crew  were  employed  in  banking  the  diip 
TUteide  with  snow,  and  compleliug  U\c  gravelling  and  snowing 
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ol  tl^e  Upper  deck.     The  bread  store  was  examined  and  found 
lo  be  in  good  condition;  the  whole  weighing  ^TOOrbs. 

At  8  P.M»  the  aurora  was  observed  to  begin  in  two  concentric 

ar<*he5;  the  greatest  arch  from  the  east  to  west,  passing  through 

*he  zenith;  the  smaller  areh  south  of  the  large  one,  at  an  altitude 

of  45^  shooting  fine  rays  from  all  parts,  but  most  brilliant  from 

lh<5  vre§lem*     These  arches  disappeared  at  half-past  eight,  and 

another  most  brilliant  one   wiis  seen   north  of  the  zenith;  the 

centre  panning  through  the  pole  star,  the  ejtremities  touching 

UiG  eastern  and  western  horizons,  emitting  fine  rays  with  all  the 

■^smiitic  colours.     This  arch  was  soon  broken,  and  the   aurora 

^Bit^  about,  in  beautiful  coruscations  in  the  north  western  pari 

^Kthe  heavens,  shifting  round  to  the  southward  ;  the  moon  shone 

tinclouded  at  the  time«  and  the  aurora  was  seen  sometimes  passing 

(H>r,  eclipsing  her  in  splendour.     At  9^  30  the  aurora  disappeared. 

ih  weather  moderate  at  the  time,  with  some  light  fleecy  clouds 

in  the  sky,  which  had  a  dark  appearance  when  passing  under  it. 

Ilblew  hard  from  the  westward  in  the  morning,  but  modeiated 

tonrjirds  evening  ;  the  wind  shifted  to  the  southward  next  day 

with  moderate  weather. 

Very  little  attention  liad  hitherto  been  paid  to  the  geological 
Aaragter  of  the  country,  ns  the  business  of  the  ship  had  hitherto 
Jibiorbed  all  the  time  of  those  officers,  who  were  enabled  to  make 
tke  necessary  observations  in  order  to  determine  the  general 
structure  of  tlie  island.  A  considerable  portion  of  the  north  and 
^*t  coasts  bespoke  the  existence  of  primary  rocks,  tlie  hills 
rinng  to  an  average  height  of  one  thousand  feet,  and  presenting 
ttiite  summits,  declining  by  sharp  prolonged  ridges.  There 
^fts  apparently  a  ridge  of  hills  of  the  trap  formation,  skirling  the 
^^^f'Ji'  for  the  space  of  about  four  miles,  and  interrupted  in  two 
('Lins;  this  ridge  rose  to  about  half  the  general  elevation  of  the 
inland,  and  presented  a  vertical  prismalie  fffiK?ture  at  the  summit 
Mfcompanied  by  the  ui^ual  rapid  slope 
^"^fom  the  general  character  of  the  li 
^m  the  country  in  general  i^  n(  primal 
fcrms  which  the  mountains  I  In 

ffobable  that  they  con*  ^ 
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isan'Be^fbfMed  of  it»  as  gneiss  is  fouifo  to  assume  fofins  equallj 
ru^g-ed  atid  acute.  The  cliffs  however  near  the  shore  presented 
characters  which  can  scarcely  belong  to  the  former  rock,  asd  it 
is  therefore  most  probable  tbet  they  consist  of  gneiss,  which 
appears  to  be  the  prevailing  substance  in  those  parts  of  Baffin  s 
Bay,  which  have  been  explored  by  former  navigators. 

The  banking  of  the  ship  outside  was  now  nearly  completed^ 
although  from  the  extreme  severitv  of  the  wind,  which  blew 
chiefly  from  the  N.  N,E.,  the  crew  were  very  often  obliged 
to  suspend  thoir  labours,  not  being  able  to  endure  the  intensit/ 
of  the  cold* 

The  rigour  of  the  climate  however  did  not  deter  the  officere 
from  pursuing  the  sports  of  the  field,  if  such  a  term  may  bd 
allowed,  when  speaking  of  a  desolate  country  covered  with 
mow^  and  where  scarcely  any  signs  of  vegetation  were  to  be 
seen,  Commandor  James  killed  several  grouse,  and  two  ptar- 
migan, in  some  respects  resembling  the  species  which  inhabit 
the  highest  mountains  of  Scotland.  The  male  bird  was  per- 
fectly white,  with  large  scarlet  naked  eyebrows^  which  in  tb« 
female  was  scarcely  perceptible:  the  plumage  of  the  latter 
was  variegated  black  and  rusty -rufus  ;  the  legs  and  feet  of  both 
were  thickly  clothed  with  long  white  feathers  down  to  the  claws, 
giving  them  the  ejcact  resemblance  of  a  hare's  foot.  Commander 
Ross  alsa  shot  a  gull,  known  by  the  name  of  the  Kittiwake  gull, 
*>ne  of  the  most  el<*gant  birds  of  the  species.  In  the  full  a^-ed  bird 
the  bill  is  of  a  beauttfiil  lemon  yellow  ;  the  orbits  and  the  inside 
of  the  mouth,  of  a  beautiful  saffron  red,  inside  straw  colour ;  legs 
rfa  livid  colour;  the  top  of  the  head,  the  nape  back,  wings  of 
a  fine  ash  colour,  tips  of  tho  wing-covetts  black,  the  rest  of  the 
bird,  white. 

In  several  young  birds,  tho  bill  and  orbits  were  of  a  deep 
livid »  in  some  the  yellow  was  making  its  appearance ;  the  plum* 
age  differed  from  the  old  ones,  in  the  ash  colour  being  deeper, 
and  moro  generally  in  the  upper  parts  of  the  bird;  many  of  the 
wing,  the  wing  covert,  and  tail  feathers  being  tipped,  otherwiM 
marked  with  black;  the  lower  parts  like  the  old  birds 
white 
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An  accident  occurred  on  the  Tllh,  which  was  very  nearly  bein^ 
attended  with  the  most  serious  consequences :  a  number  of  articles 
had  been  taken  out  of  the  ship  and  placed  on  the  ic©»  preparatory 
to  their  being-  taken  on  shore,  and  not  the  slightest  doubt  was 
entertained  that  the  ice  was  too  firmly  set  to  endanger  the  safety 
of  iho  things.  The  wind  on  the  proceeding  day  had  been  blowing 
a  gale  from  the  westward,  but  still  it  did  not  appear  to  have  any 
influence  on  the  ice,  but  early  on  the  morning  of  the  12th,  the 
ice  gave  a  most  heavy  shock  which  made  a  fissure  in  it  of  nearly 
a  fuot  in  breadiht  by  which  the  water  came  pouring  through, 
Covering  the  ice  for  a  considerable  distance,  and  overflowing 
every  thing  that  had  been  placed  upon  it,  especially  the  difierent 
pvis  of  tlie  engine.  Strong  apprehensions  were  now  entertained 
tltnt  the  things  were  irrecoverably  lost,  as  it  was  most  probable 
that  the  water  would  not  recede  before  it  was  frozen  into  a  solid 
bodjofice,  from  which  it  would  be  impossible  to  extract  the 
irticles  before  they  were  rendered  wholly  useless.  It  was  how- 
*Ter,  not  the  peril  which  attended  the  present  accident  which 
excited  in  the  minds  of  the  oflScers  so  great  a  degree  of  alarm^but 
ilwas  ihe  fear  that  they  might  be  frequently  visited  by  these 
inuptians  of  the  water,  and  the  vessel  might  be  then  so  nipped  with 
Aek'e,  aa  to  render  her  wholly  unseaworthy.  It  was  a  circum* 
I, ,..  ^  which  had  never  occurred  on  any  of  the  preceeding  expe* 
IS,  and  it  came  upon  them  so  suddenly,  and  by  surprise, 
*liat  no  measures  could  be  taken  to  avert  the  consequences  of  so 
•erimis  a  calamity.  The  consequences  of  this  disaster,  were  how- 
ner  in  the  present  instance,  not  so  extensive  as  was  originally 
apprehended,  for  although  the  water  did  not  wholly  recede,  yet 
it  10  far  subsided,  as  to  enable  the  creW  to  get  possession  of  the 
things  which  had  been  submerged,  and  they  were  without  loss 
^ihme  placed  beyond  the  reach  of  a  similar  accident,  It  must 
however  be  obsen^ed  that  some  of  the  things  were  lost. 

The  19th  of  November  was  the  last  day  that  the  sun  was  seen 
*bo\e  the  horizon  ;  the  sea  around  then  presented  one  unbroken 
surface  of  ice,  over  which  excursions  of  one  or  two  miles  distance 
were  made — ail  around  was  bleak  and  dreary^  and  the  only  in- 
tlication  of  the  presence  of  man,  was  the  spot  where  the  ship  lay* 
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a  death'] ike  stillness  prevailed,  intermpted  oiily  by  the  toicesof 
the  crew,  or  the  occasional  barking  of  the  dogs.  The' distance 
at  which  sounds  were  heard  in  the  open  Ar,  during  this  conti- 
nuance of  intense  frosty  seems  almost  incredible ;  penons  have 
been  distinctly  heard  conversing  in  a  common  tone  of  voice,  at 
the  distance  of  a  mile. 

On  seeing  the  sun  set  for  the  period  of  three  moniks,  the  foUow- 
ing  beautiful  lines  were  tpritten. 

Behold  yon  glorious  orb  whose  feeble  rmy 
Mocks  the  proud  glare  of  8ummer\i  loTelier  day. 
His  noon-tide  beam  shot  upward  thro*  Che  stty. 
Scarce  gilds  the  vault  of  heaven's  blue  canopy— 
A  fainter  yet,  and  a  fainter  light. 
And  lo !  he  leaves  us  now  to  one  long  clieerless  night! 
And  is  his  glorious  eourse  for  ever  o*er1 
And  has  he  set  indeed-^to  rise  no  moret 
To  us  no  more  shall  spring^  enlivening  beam, 
Unlock  the  fountains  of  the  fetterM  stream;. 
No  more  the  wild  bird  carol  through  the  sky. 
And  cheer  yon  mountains  with  rude  melody  f 
Yes!  once  more  shall  spring  her  energy  resu«s, 
And  chase  the  horrors  of  this  wintry  gloom— ' 
.  Once  more  shall  summers  animating  ray 
Enliven  nature  with  perpetual  day- 
Yon  radiant  orb,  with  sel&inherent  light, 
Shall  rise  and  dissipate  the  shades  of  nighty 
In  peerless  splendour  re-possess  the  sky, 
And  shine  in  renovated  majesty. 
In  yon  departing  orb  methinks  I  see, 
A  counterpart  of  frail   mortality. 
Emblem  of  man!  when  life's  declining  sun. 
Proclaims  this  awful  truth!— thy  race  is  run. 
His  sun  once  set— its  bright  effulgence  gose 
Ally  all    is  darkness— as  it  ne*ei   bad  ahoMf 
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Th  W*  fw   ever  u  mam's  flor>    Beii, 

Hii  Mme  for  ever    oumbered   wiih  (he  dead, 

Ijike   5011   brigM   ort,    the  ioifDortal    pari   of  man, 

Shall  ind  lo  flory   as  U    first   began — 

Like   him   enciroted   in    celestial    U^ht 

Shall  rise   trimaphAnf   'midst   the  shades  of  night. 

Her  native  energies  again  resume 

Bispel  the  drearj   winter  of  the  tomb 

And  bidding  death  with  all   its   terrors   flj^ 

Bloom  in  perpetual   spring  through   all   eternltjr. 

This  day  the  14lh^  one  of  those  extraordinary  and  sudden 
changes  took  place  in  the  temperature  of  the  air,  which  hail 
been  observed  in  the  voyages  of  Capt.  Parry,  and  which  set  all 
philosophical  principles  at  defiance  to  account  for.  The  weather 
was  fine  with  the  wind  at  south  east,  when  on  a  sudden  about 
mid-day,  the  astonishing  difference  of  forty -eight  degrees  took 
place  in  the  temperature  of  the  air,  the  thermometer  rising  from 
15  degrees  above  zero,  to  21°  above  the  freezing  point.  The 
ekange  however  was  of  very  short  duration,  as  the  thermometer 
flOOQ  after  fell  to  14  degrees  above  Zero. 

Towards  evening  an  object  was  observed  at  the  base  of  one 
of  the  smaller  icebergs,  and  a  party  set  out  from  the  ship  to  ascer- 
tain what  it  was.  On  approaching  it  they  discovered  by  its  large 
lusk  or  horn,  to  be  a  sea  unicorn,  and  it  being  the  first  that 
they  had  seen  in  that  part  of  the  country,  they  were  the  more 
anxious  to  obtain  possession  of  it.  By  some  dexterous  mancpuv. 
ring/three  of  the  crew  got  within  shot  of  it,  when  all  of  them 
firing  at  once,  the  animal  was  killed.  The  prize  was  convoyed 
Oil  board*  and  on  measuring  it,  it  was  found  to  be  twenty -two 

si  long,  and  twelve  round,  the  head  ncEirly  one  fourth  of  th^ 
ly,  round,  small,  and  terminating  in  an  obtuse  rounded  snout 
Th^mouth  was  small,  but  no  teeth.  It  is  not  always  found  with 
its  tusk  entire,  but^  in  this  specimen,  the  tusk  was  complete^ 
proceeding   from  the  upper  jaw,   diverging   to  ouo  side,  aii^ 
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lapering  towards  the  point.  The  eyes  and  ears  are  very  smun. 
with  one  respiratory  orifice  in  the  back  of  the  head.  The  back 
broad,  convex  and  tapering  towards  the  tail,  which  is  horiion- 
tally  placed  and  is  divided  into  two  obtuse  oval  ]obes«  The 
body  is  of  an  ovoidal  shape,  with  no  dorsal  fins,  but  a  high 
ridge  or  projection  extends  from  the  blow  hole  to  the  tail,  and 
gradually  diminishes  in  height  as  it  approaches  the  tail;  there 
are  two  pectoral  fins.  The  colour  of  the  animal  is  generally 
cinereous,  dappled  with  numerous  multiform  black  spots;  the 
belly  is  a  shining  white,  and  soft  as  velvet  to  the  touch. 

The  mollusca  and  ac tinea  are  its  general  food.  It  swiiftS 
with  great  swiftness,  but  like  other  eestaceous  animal seaont^ 
remain  long  uoder  water  without  respiring.  Although  ap- 
parently harmless,  he  is  a  dangreous  enemy  to  the  whale,  and 
he  has  been  known  to  dart  his  horn  into  the  side  of  a  ship. 
The  oil  is  of  a  superior  quality,  and  its  flesh  is  held  in  high 
repute  by  the  Esquimaux,  who  prefer  it  to  that  of  the  seal  or 
the  whale. 

The  horn  of  this  animal  was  long  the  subject  of  a  kind  of 
superstitious  respect.  It  was  said  to  be  efficacious  in  the  cuf^ 
of  several  distempers,  and  was  prized  as  being  of  the  vety 
highest  value.  The  Margraves  of  Bareuth  possessed  one,  which 
cost  them  six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  the  king's  of  Den- 
mark have  a  throne  formed  of  it,  which  is  esteemed  more  valtt* 
able  than  if  composed  of  gold.  The  horn  is  of  a  finer  texture, 
and  takes  a  better  polish  than  the  elephant's. 

The  sea  unicorn  is  generally  taken  by  a  harpoon,  the  barbe< 
part  of  which  is  about  three  inches  long,  liaving  a  line  attachec 
to  it  of  about  five  fathoms  in  length,  the  other  end  of  which  i 
fastened  to  a  buoy  of  a  seal's  skin,  made  into  a  bag  and  inflated 
The  blade  is  fixed  in  the  end  of  the  shaft  in  such  a  manner,  th^ 
it  may  be  disengaged  from  the  handle  after  it  is  fixed  in  th 
animal,  and  the  shaft  is  then  pulled  hack  by  a  line  which  is  li 
to  it  for  the  purpose.  When  struck,  he  immediately  plungea, 
carries  down  with  him  the  seal  skin  buoy,  which  fatigues  him 
As  he  must  come  up  in  some  pool  to  respire  like  the  wha|(= 
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$  followed  and  killed  with  spears^  and  as  he  frequents  the  chasms 
Uki  pools  in  the  ice^  he  falls  an  easy  prey  to  the  natives. 

Tbe  weather  becoming  rather  more  mild,  the  crew  were 
employed  in  digging  gravel  for  the  upper  deck,  but  the  transport- 
JiUon  of  it  over  the  iee  to  the  ship^  was  a  task  of  no  smail 
difficulty.  The  inequalities  of  the  ice  with  its  slippery  nature, 
proved  to  be  so  many  stumbling  blocks  to  the  laden  mariner,  and 
, many  a  basket  full  of  gravel  instead  of  forming  the  carpet  of  tbe 
upper  deck  of  the  Victory,  lay  scattered  about  on  the  ice,  with 
the  bearer  of  it  at  the  same  time  measuring  his  length  upon  the 

I^asa  proof  of  his  inability  to  preserve  his  equilibrium  over  the 
||ed  road  which  he  had  to  travcL 
Ipme  of  the  crew  were  employed  in  training  the  dogs  to  the 
Iges,  as  it  was  the  intention  of  the  officers  to  penetrate  further 
Jato  the  country,  as  soon  as  the  ship  had  been  put  into  that  condi- 
tion, which,  as  far  as  its  capabilities  would  admit  of,  was  required 
for  the  winter  sojourn.     An  accident  however  befel  one  of  the 
dogs,  the  name  of  which   was  Annatatatook,  who  in  lighting 
with  another  received  so  severe  a  wound   in  the  thrc^at,  that  it 
died  on   the  following  day.     This  cireumstance   was  the  more 
lored,  as  Annatatatuok  was  a  bitch  far  gone  with  young,  and 
as  intended  to  rear  her  ofispring  as  a  kind  of  a  corp  de 
e  of  their  canine  establishment,  which  as  the  only  means 
labling  them  to  explore  the   country,  was  a  matter  of  no 
r  consideration.     The  name  of  Aariatatatook  implies  in  the 
&quimaux   language,  "  the  first  in  the  chase/'  but  it  must  be 
ob<erved  that  the  Esquimaux  seldom  give  any  names  to  their 
dags,  as  they  govern  them  entirely  by  the  reins  and  the   whip» 

Si  a  particular  excla^nation  of  Whew  !   whew  !^ — the  dog  that 
■killed  was  the  property  of  Capt.  Rob**,  the  victor  belonging 
Sir,  Light,  the  steward  ;  the  dog  was  skinned  and  in  its  belly 
§  found  the  KtaiHlitig  part  of  a  mutton  ham, 
(lie  following  tirLUmstauie  is  by  no  means  undeserving  the 
tlenlion  of  those.  whuJ^e  enthusiastic  exertions  have  been  direct- 
jii  to  the  improvenirnt  of  the  intellectual  character  of  the  siiilor. 
I  the  aame  time  that  we  do  not  nic^an  to  rank  ourselves  amurig^l 
class,  who  considt-r  that  the  sailor  ought  to  Ue  v:a\Wv\  uy^*^ 
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to  piftrtake  of  the  march  of  intellect,  and  to  lose  in  the  perosftl 
of  reltgiaus  tracts^    the   genuine    and    noble  character  of  the 
Briilsh  sailor.     Far  be  it  fruia  our  design  to  instil  the  doctrine, 
that  the  principles  of  religion  ought  not  to  be  »troDgty  and 
deeply  implanted  in  the  breast  of  the  sailor,  for  perhaps  there  is 
Got  any  avocation  of  life,  in  which  a  foil  reliance  on  a  divide 
providence  is  more  necessary  than  in  that  of  a  fiailor,  but  it  b 
the  attempt  which  has  been  made  Id  bring  the  mariner  witlttB 
the  influence  of  sectarian   principles,  which  has  met  with  tfc« 
reprobation  of  every  one,  who  evidently  sec*  in  that  attempt* 
degenerating  influence  upon  tl»e  peculiar  and  original  character 
of  the  sailor^  which  it  is  the  interest  of  the  cnuntry  to  uphold, 
and  on  which  it  may  be  said  that  its  very  safety  depends,    his 
impassible  to  withhold  our  encomiums  on  Capt.  Ross,  for  the 
strict  adherence  which  he  exacted  from  his  crow  in  the  observance 
of  the   sabbath,  but  the   circumstance  particularly  alluded  to  is 
that  several  of  his  crew  could  neither  read  nor  write,  and  there- 
fore they  were  deprived  of  every  opportunity  of  self  improTemcttt. 
The  bible  lay  before  them,  as  so  many  pages  of  paper  stained 
with  certain  black  eharaclers,  but  of  the  import  of  which  they 
were  as  ignorant  as  of  an  autograph  letter  of  the  emperor  of  Chintf. 
Through  the  long  dreary  season  which  was  before  them,  witfc 
few  or  no  amusements  to  beguile  the  tedium  of  an  arctic  winter; 
the  perusal  of  the  bible   would  have  afforded  them  not  only  lh4 
highest  intellectual  enjoyment,  but  would  also  have  confirmed 
them  in  their  religious  principles,  and  from   the  mouth  of  their 
Saviour  they  would  have  learned,  that  in  the  day  of  trouble  and 
tribulation,  Gi>d  forsakes  not  thos^j  who  truly  and  in  spirit  call 
upon  him.    The  circumstance  having  been  reported  lo  Capt,  Rosg; 
that  it  was  the  earncKt  desire  nf  several  of  his  crew  to  learn  t 
read  and  write,  it  was  deterniioed  that  a  i^chool  should  be  opened 
by  which  myl  only  the  wishes  uf  the  ign^ant  part  of  the  ere 
would  be  griililied,  bui  it  would  prove  a  source  of  amusement  and 
employment  to  the  educated  part  of  the  crew,  who  perhaps  foi 
the  first  time  m  ihuir  life,  were  to  bo  called  upon  to  uuderuik^ 
tiie  arduous  ta^k  of  education,  and  ^ 


To  i«4ch  the  oH  tiita  hotr  (<>  thoot 
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ll  must  indeed  liave  been  a  novel  exhibition,  and  a  most  de- 
lectable treat  must  it  have  been  to  the  caricaturist,  to  catch  a 
g;liiup£e  of  the  weather-beaten  sailors,  in  their  Flushings 
jackets  and  their  Arctic  dresses^  "  with  hair  tink em pt/*  seated 
on  their  forms  with  their  primer  in  their  hands,  and  audibly 
repeating,  as  they  were  in  their  turns  called  up  before  their 
highly-gifled  domine,  a-b  ab,  e-b  eb,  o-b  ob,  and  then  with 
their  iron  fisitS)  which  had  been  inured  to  the  handspike,  and  the 
handling'  of  the  main  braces  from  their  infancy,  scrawling  O's 
and  pothooks,  and  commencing'  the  formation  of  the  fig-ure  3, 
with  the  lower  semicircle  instead  of  the  upper  one.  On  referring 
to  our  documents,  the  existence  of  which,  however,  is  most  po«i- 
lively  denied  by  Capt.  Ross,  we  certainly  confess  that  we  cannot 
discover  any  miuutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  school,  nor  is 
there  any  infurnmtion  extant,  which  could  authorize  us  to  denounce 
miy  of  the  scholars  as  being  so  refractory  as  to  incur  the  dis- 
ptiuisure  of  the  diimine  or  monitor,  for  which  transgression  he 
was  condemned  tu  be  put  into  the  corner,  with  the  fool's  cap, 
made  of  &  seaPs  paunch,  placed  on  his  head;  nor  is  there  any 
proof  that  the  domine  was  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  the  salu- 
tary infliction  of  the  titillating  punishment  of  flageHalion,  for  any 
breach  of  the  discipline  of  the  schoul,  by  which  according  to 
Dr,  Johnson,  that  which  was  put  into  the  head  was  whipped  out 
a  grain  at  the  tail.  Minuleness  is  particularly  to  be  recommended 
in  the  narrative  of  all  voyages  which  have  been  made  to  countries, 
which  no  one  has  ever  visited  before,  and  all  the  proceedings 
ititghi  to  be  noted  down  with  an  accuracy  and  fidelity  which 
<  annot  leave  a  doubts  even  in  the  minds  of  the  most  sceptical,  of 
tfie  authenticity,  and  reality  of  the  circumstances  which  are 
reported  to  have  taken  place. 

k  i<  to  be  Bure  an  undoubted  fact  that  Capt.  Ross  in  his  first 
<lid  describe  thi  Croker  Mountains  with  an  accuracy 
illy,  which,  could  leave  no  one  to  doubt  their  existence, 
but  let  it  be  considered,  that  ahhough  there  may  be  an  accuracy 
in  the  description  of  an  object,  there  may  be  an  inaccuracy  in 
ihc  ob«;ervation  of  it.  and  to  the  latter  circumstance  is  to  bo 
rtWfcgd  all  the  ^<»it4Wi«j  PiUw4.1e^  ttiuft^liufaiUtts,  ^it^t^  mA 
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misrepresentations,  which  are  to  be  found  in  the  narrative  of  all 

travellers  from  the  time  of  Cain,  whom  we  have  good  reason  lo 
suppose  was  the  first  traveller  into  a  distant  country,  to  that  of 
Capt.  Ross,  for  the  discovery  of  the  north  west  passage. 

It  is  under  the  impression  of  these  inconvertible  truths,  tbt 
we  have  endeavoured  to  be  as  minute  as  possible  in  the  descrip* 
tion  of  the  pedagogic  establishment  of  the  Victory,  as  it  may 
serve  as  a  pattern  to  all  future  voyagers,  whose  deploy  H  mj 
be  to  sojourn  during  the  winter  in  the  Arctic  regions,  with  little 
but  their  own  thoughts,  and  the  prospect  of  being  frozen  to  death 
to  amuse  them,  during  a  dreary  night  of  three  months  duration. 
Accordingly  we  have  dived  deeply  into  every  document,  in  ordef 
to  discover  if  the  system  of  education  adopted  on  board  the  Vic- 
tory was  according  to  the  plan  of  Bell  or  Lancaster,  or  whether 
the  preference  was  given  to  the  grammar  of  Cobbett  or  Murray* 
considering  the  knowledge  which  we  possess  of  the  undeniable 
competency  of  several  individuals   on  board,  to   form   a  correct 
judgment  of  the  respective  merits  of  the  two  works,  but  not  with* 
standing  alt  our  researches  in  that  particular  subject,  we  ate  as 
completely  in  the   dark,  as  Capt.  Ross  himself  regarding  the 
existence  of  the  north  west  passage ;  nevertheless,  we  are  enabled 
to  state  thus  far  much,  nod  in  which  we  are  borne  out  by  ouro«T» 
personal  experience,  tluU  as  (at  as  regards  the  progress  which 
the  pupils  made  in  llie  several    branches  of  learning,  it  was  ^ 
decidedly  confirmed,  that  we  discovered  that  if  they  could  not 
read  nor  write  when  they  entered  on  board  the  Victory,  thej 
were  exactly  in  the  same  condition  when  they  left  it.     This  i» 
hiiwever,  not  done  with  any  intent  to  cast  any  slur  upon  the 
pedagogic  tixients  of  those  who  undertook  the  task,  as  arduouji 
as  that  of  discovering  the  north  west  passage  itself*  of  teaching 
a  futUgrown  sailor,  who  has  hitherto  known  but  four  letters  of 
the  alphabet,  and  those  are  engruved  on  the  comjmss,  in  the 
binnacle,  the  art  of  reading  the  Ist  Chapter  of  the  Ist  Book  of 
Chronicles,  or  to  indite  a  tender  epistle  to  his  inamorata  in  Rat 
cliffe  Highway^  or  the  Point  at  Portsmouth,  in  which,  although 
the  writer  was  at  the  moment  of  its  transcription,  livings  id  a 
temperaiiuro  of  30   degrees  below    Zero,  be  coiiid  express  hii 
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:iuming  thoughts  of  everiasting  constancy,  and  Inflame  the  heart 
j>fhis  beloved,  with  the  fiery  protestations  of  his  everlasting 
ove. 

Nevertheless  the  domine  of  the  Victory  could  **  lay  tlje  flatter  • 
iDg  unctian  to  his  $oul/*  that  he  had  only  fuitod,  where  many 
Ind  wiser  men  have  failed  before  him»  and  that  if  he  had  not 
^cceeded  in  making^  any  addition  to  the  march  of  intellect  on 
board  the  Victory,  he  was  still  entitled  to  as  much  applause,  as 
imny  falsely  celebrated  members  of  the  intolhctual  corps,  who 
tindertake  to  teach  a  chimney  sweeper  the  science  uf  astronomy, 
lieoause  he  is  professionally  enga^rod  in  aseensiim,  or  attempt  to 
ni&kea  statuary  of  a  cook,  because  he  is  generully  employed  io 
Curving'. 

It  being  found  that  the  stock  of  biscuit  was  getting  very  low 
tW  baking  of  bread  was  commenced,  during  which  operation 
tlw  temperature  of  the  lower  deck  increased  ten  degrees^  and 
die  baking  days  became^  comparatively  speaking,  days  of  com- 
fort to  tho  crew.  The  allowance  per  week  was  oOths.  of  breads 
^  76jtUs   of  flour  including  suet  and  raisins. 

The  weather  being  rather  mild,  the  crew  succeeded  in  obtain- 
ing a  sufficiency  of  gravel  for  the  upper-deck ^  and  the  interior 
■■ngemeuts  of  the  ship  may  now  be  said,  in  a  certain  degree 
HRe  completed.    It  being  found  necessary  to  erect  some  edifice 
oa  gbore,  for  the  purpose  of  affixing  the  instruments  necesaary 
for  making  the  usual  scientific  observations,  the  crew,  whenever 
the  weather    permitted  were  sent  on   shore,    and   they  began 
*li«ir  operations  by    making  a  pillar  of  snow   for   the  therrno- 
metefj  and  an  observatory  on  the  highest  hill  from  which  the 
observations  could  bo  taken,     A  fire  hole  was  also  commenced 
io  the  observatory,  but  as  it  was  impossible  to  keep  upa  consiant 
Sr6  in  it»  the  temperature  was  generally  so  cold  as  to  preclude 
lilmost  the  possibility  of  taking  any  of  the  observations* 

The  manner  in  which  the  observatory  was  built  was  by  cut- 
ling  large  square  slabs  of  snow^  which  were  worked  off  to  such 
I  nicety  as  to  resemble  blocks  of  marble,  and  when  ph  *\ 

^acb  other,  had  all  the  appearance  of  a  handsome  piece  Q^ 
impervious  to  the  influence  of  the  exterior  atmch 
i  beeu  Lonstrticted  of  granite.     It  is  a  faUc  \iU 
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ImusG  of  Rnaw  niuKl  necessarily  be  cold,  it  posaeese^  Infleed  ih 
nconvenience  of  being  when  first  n)a<Ie>  prejudicial  lo  the  eje- 
sight  from  its  extreme  whiteness,  and  this  would  be  serioaslyfolt 
by  the  Esquimaux,  if  the  interior  of  their  dwellings  retained  the 
original  whiteness  of  the  snow,  but  from  its  continued  exposure 
to  the  smoke  of  their  fire  and  other  incidental  causes*  it  assumes 
by  degrees  a  colour  approxiniating  16  a  deep  orange,  and  in 
some  instances  to  a  dark  brown,  A  bed  of  snow  does  not  carry 
with  it  any  of  those  associations  of  warmth  and  comfort,  which 
we  generally  attach  to  our  place  of  repose,  but  the  crew  of  the 
Victory  had  for  a  length  of  time  no  other  bed,  with  only  a  skin 
or  blanket  interposing  between  their  bodies  and  the  snow,  the 
principal  benefit  of  which  was  the  absorption  of  the  moiftwri? 
occasioned  by  the  partial  thawing  of  the  snow  from  the  heat  of 
the  recumbent  body.  It  is  the  death  b^d  of  the  Esquimaux,  a* 
well  as  his  hymeneal  couch,  and  so  powerful  is  the  force  of 
habit,  that  it  is  a  question  whether  he  would  exchange  it  for  tl»e 
bed  of  down  of  the  monarch. 

Whilst  some  of  the  crew  were  employed  in  building  the 
observatory,  others  were  engaged  in  the  erection  of  a  wall  f^^ 
snow  on  the  south  side  of  the  ship,  which  is  represented  in  oiw 
plate  of  the  Victory  as  she  was  frozen  in,  in  Felix  HarboU^ 
The  interval  between  the  wall  and  the  ship  formed  an  avenue,  *" 
which  the  crew  exercised  themselves. 

To  compare  the  Victory  as  she  appfared  in  Felix  Harbour 
her  appearance  when  off  Woolwich,  might  be  equal  to  comparin! 
an  antiquated  dowager  in  the  drawing  room  at  night,  with  fi^ 
false  teeth,  false  hair,  and  false  bosom  profusely  coloured  wi 
white  and  red,  and  then  beholding  her  on  the  following  mom  in  I 
divested  of  all  her  fictitious  ornaments,  and  appearing  m  h 
genuine  character,  a  hideous,  disgusting  figure.  Of  the  Vicia'^ 
at  Woolwich  it  may  be  said 


1  well  remember  bow  the  ship  lay  yonder 
Tbere  wa«  muaio  oo  the  festiire  deok^  the  wine 

Ake  water  poured, 
And  Ihey  bravely  (Iratik  socc^sm  lo  her  an«l  to 

every  man  on  boj 
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.HMD  that  mighty  power  sw«|<t  ob,  and  made 

•    her  timbers  quWer, 

Aad  dM  pMtn  gaye  a  rending  shout  as  she 

went  down  the  river ; 

Stom  easM  on  at  length,  but  ware  nor  wind  could 
yet  her  course  impede^ 

She  braved  a  ileroely  «nrgiBg  iea,  as  a  strong 

Ban  breves  his  steed* 

The  Victory  in  Felix  Harbour,  appeared  like  some  alieer  hulk, 
whicli  might  ODce  have  "  borne  the  battle  and  the  breeze,^  and 
which  like  the  dowager,  might  have  been  an  object  of  attraction 
in  the  earlier  days  of  her  existence,  but  now  divested  of  all  her 
'ornaments,  and  even  of  her  useful  appendages,  would  be  deemed 
to  be  worthy  only  to  be  brd&en  up,  and  her  once  proud  form 
consignedto  purposes  of  an  ig^noble  nature. 

On  (he  aoth  the  horizon  being  veiy  clear  the  officers  went  on 
a  diooting  excursion.  Commander  Ross  saw  nine  grouse,  but 
killed  only  one,  in  fact  it  was  found  that  the  animals  and  birds 
in  the  immediate  vicinity,  had  discovered  that  their  greatest 
enemy  had  come  amongst  them,  and  therefore  they  acquired  that 
natural  shyness,  which  the  majority  of  animals  assume  when 
nnder  the  dominion  of  men. 
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TTie  fallowing  is  the  scale  of  the  temperature  of  the  exterior  ^ 
Atmosfhere  for  the  month  of  J^ovember* 
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On  the  Ist  and  2nd  of  December,  the  erection  of  the  observa* 
tory  was  proceeded  with,  and  some  of  the  crew  amused  them* 
selves  with  cutting  litres  out  of  the  ice,  and  placing  them  in 
different  positionB,  and  certainly  no  sculptor  made  such  grotesque 
objects  from  such  rude  materials.  The  appearance  of  the 
objects  however  afforded  a  fund  of  amusement  to  the  crew,  as 
each  found  in  them  a  resemblance  to  something  or  to  some  person 
which  he  had  known,  and  a  nick  name  was  given  to  it  accordingly 

An  attempt  was  made  on  the  3rd,  to  obtain  some  more  of  the 
things  which  had  been  overflowed  by  the  eruption  of  the  water, 
and  some  hope  was  entertained  that  the  very  valuable  boilers^ 
now  divided  into  four  pieces,  might  be  extracted  from  the  ice.  If 
instead  of  four  useless  lumps  of  copper,  the  crew  had  been  calladi 
upon  to  save  a  puncheon  of  rum  or  gin  from  the  ice,  no  doubl 
exists  but  the  utmost  alacrity  would  have  been  used,  but  aftm 
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baTin^  expended  several  days  in  cutting  away  the  ice,  in  order 
to  otitain  access  to  the  valuable  articles,  they  considered  their 
labour  to  be  entirely  thrown  away,  for  the  articles  themselves 
were  not  worth  the  saving. 

On  the  5th  a  visitor  came  on  board,  the  first  it  may  be  said  as 
belonging  to  the  country,  but  it  was  in  the  shape  of  an  ermine, 
who  had  been  attracted  to  the  ship  either  by  the  scent  of  some 
particular  object,  or  had  selected  it  as  a  place  of  refuge  from  the 
pursuit  of  some  of  its  enemies.  For  some  time  it  concealed  itself 
under  one  of  the  tanks^  but  in  venturing  on  the  lower  deck,  it 
was  made  a  prisoner,  and  some  hope  was  entertained^  that  as  it 
had  not  sustained  any  injury  either  from  a  gun  or  trap,  they 
abould  be  able  to  preserve  it,  but  whether  from  the  confinement, 
or  the  administration  of  improper  food,  it  lived  only  four  days« 

The  weather  was  now  too  severe  to  allow  of  the  crew  working 
outside  of  the  ship,  and  therefore  they  were  employed  on  board 
picking  oakum  and  making  spun  yarn.  The  observatory  was 
finished  on  the  9th,  and  a  flight  of  steps  was  made  to  it,  but  the 
cutting  out  of  the  boilers  from  the  ice  appeared  an  endless  task 
to  the  crew,  and  they  began  to  suspect  that  it  was  a  labour  im- 
posed upon  them,  more  with  the  view  of  giving  them  some  sana* 
lory  exercise,  than  from  any  value  which  was  attached  to  the 
recovery  of  the  articles.  Their  labour  appeared  to  be  that  of 
Tisiphoti,  for  on  leaving  off  their  work  at  the  expiration  of  the 
watch,  with  the  full  expectation  of  accomplishing  their  task  on 
the  following  day,  they  would  find  to  their  mortification  that  the 
tide  had  filled  up  the  cavities  which  they  had  made;  and  the 

nermometer  standing  from  25  to  30  below  zero,  the  articles 

^came  as  it  were  encased  in  a  fresh  body  of  ice,  through  which 
they  had  to  perforate  before  they  could  arrive  at  the  place,  where 
they  had  finished  their  labours  on  the  prececding  day. 

CapU  Ross  and  Commander  Ross  generally  passed  their 
mornings  at  the  observatory,  the  result  of  which  will  be  found 
in  the  appendix  to  this  work,  but  the  weather  was  at  times  so 
boisterous,   and  the  tide  so  very  heavy,   as  to  render  the  pa«- 

ige    to    the   observatory    impracticable.       During  the    wluile 
Uveek,  the  wind  was  so  excessively  boisterous,  aiu\  \\\ci  ^t^^vW* 
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in  general  ao  incleaient,  as  to  confine  both  the  officers  and 
crew  to  the  ves^l;  the  latter  took  their  exercise  on  the 
upper  deck,  but  in  their  own  language,  "  it  was  piochinp 
work  and  no  mistake."  The  carpenters  took  the  advantage  of 
the  boisterous  weather,  to  construct  the  framework  and  other 
necessary  articles,  for  the  adjusting  of  the  instruments  in  the 
observatory,  but  in  fact  some  apprehensions  were  entertained 
that  the  weather  had  injured  the  observatory,  particularly  the 
roofing,  as  the  flag-slafl*,  which  had  been  erected  on  it.  wu 
carried  away  ^  but  on  the  20thj  Commander  Ross  was  able  to 
effect  a  passage  to  the  observatory,  and  with  the  exception 
of  the  accident  above  alluded  to,  found  every  thing  in  a  good 
condition. 

b  Christmas  day  was  now  near  at  hand,  and  it  was  resolved  thst 
the  day  should  be  kept  with  all  the  mirth  and  ceremonies,  by 
which  it  is  distinguished  on  land,  nor  was  it  to  be  celebrated 
without  iis  usual  concomitants  of  roast  beef  and  plum  pudding* 
On  the  day  previously,  the  officers  went  on  a  shooting  expedition, 
with  the  hope  of  obtaining  some  game  for  their  Christmas  dinner, 
but  they  only  saw  two  hares,  which  they  tried  in  vain  to  kill^^^M 

It  was  now  nearly  five  years  that  the  stores  of  the  Fury  WiH 
deposited  on  the  beach »  little  suspecting  by  those  who  placed 
them  there,  that  in  the  Christmas  of  18'Z9,  they  would  form  a 
part  of  the  dinner  of  the  crew  of  an  English  vessel,  in  nearly  as 
good  condition  as  when  they  were  abandoned.     The  first  dish 
that  was  set  on  the  table,  before  the  crew    of  the  Victory  on 
Christmas  day,  was  a  pie  made  of  the  preserved  meats  of  the 
Fury,  with  vegetables  that  had  also  been  preserved,  and  vegeta- 
ble soups,  the  roast  beef  and  plum  pudding  followed,  with  a  pini 
and  a  half  of  rum  to  each  mess.     Previously  however  to  sitting 
down  to  dine,  divine  service  was  performed,  and  the  day   wai^ 
celebrated  with  the  same  solenuitty  and  rejoicing  as  if  they  bad 
been  on  land.     In  the  evening  the  crew  amused  themselves  witii 
singing  and  dancing,  although  in  the  latter  amtuemant,  they 
felt  the  want  of  those  objects,  which  impart  the  greatest  charm  l 
it,  for  there  was  no  sparkling  female  eye  to  give  animation  tu 
the  scene,  nor  a  rosy  lip  on  whkb  a  passionati»  kiss  could  be  iro^ 
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|hraroed«but  etiU  it  was  a  gtriking  specimen  of  the  great  pliabilitj 
rflbe  buman  character,  which  can  conform  itself  to  the  circum- 
Haocea  under  which  it  is  placed,  and  find  an  enjoyment*  and  a 
litiffaction  in  an  amusement  or  pursuit,  eveQ>  when  the  chief 
Aject  is  wanting  from  which  that  gratification  is  derived,  Tha 
enming  wan  spent  in  singiug-  the  old  national  songs,  ''  the  army 
lad  navy  for  ever  ;  the  king  God  bless  him  ;  and  God  save  the 
Ikiiig;' 

hDuring  the  morning  of  the  ^6thj  Commander  Ross  was  em-> 
H^yed  at  the  observatory  taking  observations,  but  the  weather 
Hi  loo  severe  to  allow  the  crew  to  follow  their  avocations  ia 
Hi  open  air*  and  the  greatest  apprehensions  were  now  enter* 
rained,  that  unless  a  change  in  the  weather  speedily  took  place, 
ilMrrames  of  the  engine  and  the  cylinders  would  be  irrecover^ 
lUy  lost  in  the  ice. 

Tbe27tb  being  Sunday  divine  service  was  performed,  and  in 
IIm  afiemoon  the  crew  took  their  customary  exercise  on   deck* 
Snai  the  establishment  of  the  school,  Sunday  evening  was  ap« 
(voprtaled  for  the  examination  of  the  pupils  by  the  officers ;  a 
Juty  which   generally  devolved  on   Commander   Ross,    and   it 
ipeaks  no  little  for  the  stock  of  patience  which  that  able  officer 
nmatbave  possessed^  to  undergo  the  trying  occupation  of  litten- 
kg  to  tlie  rude  attempt  of  the  aspiring  pupil,  to  get  through  a 
f«f«e  in  the  bible,  by  spelling  every  word,  and  then  stammering 
cmt  the  pronunciation  of  it,  which  was  perhaps  any  thing  but 
1^  real  one.     It  is  perhaps  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  on  some 
of  these  scholastic*  examinations,  the  gallant  Captain  of  theexpe- 
was  observed  to  be  comfortably  asleep   in   his  arm-chair, 
-:„.iig  now  and  then  with  a  sonorous  snore,  in  with  the  draw- 
ling tone  of  the  pupil,  steering  his  way  to  the  be^t  of  his  ability 
lUgh  the  first  six  verses  of  the  appointed  chapter,  and  being  at 
les  obliged  to  bring  up  in  order  to  take  a  correct  observation  of 
difficult  course  which  was  before  him, and  where  the  greatest 
diuiger  existed  of  his  sticking  fast,  without  the  chance  of  getting 
itff  a^ain.     In  all  cages  where  it  becomes  a  difficult  matter  to 
SnH  a  mbjeci  for  the  employment  of  our  leisure  time, it  generally 
oappena  that  some  extraordinary  and  monstrous  scheme  is  thought 
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of,  which  on  any  other  occasion  would  never  have  been  admitted 
for  a  moment,  to  hold  a  place  in  our  imagination.  It  was  per- 
haps on  this  very  principle  that  Capt.  Ross  projected  his  laJt 
▼oyage,  at  all  events  it  was  evident  that  the  Sunday  exercises  of 
the  pupils  in  reading  the  bible  aloud  to  the  erudite  officers  and 
crew,  was  a  project,  which  was  very  little  calculated  to  instil 
into  the  mind  of  the  adult  pupil,  a  predilection  for  biblical  learn- 
ing, or  to  act  as  a  stimulus  to  the  prosecution  of  his  studies. 
In  a  school,  where  all  the  scholars  are  dunces,  as  was  the  c&se 
with  the  school  of  the  Victory,  no  fear  can  exist  of  the  exposnre 
of  incapacity  more  in  one  quarter  than  another,  for  the  fools-cip 
would  Bit  equally  well  on  all,  but  there  is  something  so  utterly  re- 
pugnant toour  feelings  in  the  public  exposure  of  our  ignorance,  that 
it  is  an  ordeal  which  few  can  undergo,  and  which  lias  a  tendency 
to  frustrate  the  very  object,  which  it  is  intended  to  gain. 

The  weather  moderated  on  the  28th,  and  the  crew  were  agftiu 
employed  in  the  tisyphonical  task  of  cutting  the  cylinders  outrf 
the   ice.     During  their  operations  however,  a  kind  of  Godiefld 
appeared  to  them,  in  the  shape  of  a  large  piece  of  ash  timber, 
and  every  exertion  was  made  to  obtain  possession  of  it.     A  calcib 
lation  was  made  as  to  how  many  fires  it  would  contribute  to  light, 
and  how  many  ovens  it  would  heat  for  the  bakings,  and  the  bop^ 
was  entertained,  thai  as  one  log  had  made  its  appearance,  otber« 
would  come  from  the  same  quarter,  and  thus  a  regular  supply  of 
fuel  be  obtained  without  encroaching  upon  their  private  resottrc©** 
Possession  was  formerly  taken  of  the  log  of  timber,  but  it  yf^^ 
the  will  of  the  fates,  that  the  hope  of  the  sailors  should  not  ^ 
realized,  for  the  waters  came  rushing  over  it,  and  the  timber  a"*** 
the  cylinders  appeared  as  if  they  were  most  likely  to  be  left  a^ 
legacy,  to  the  next  company  of  adventurers,  who  might  be  il* 
posed  to  penetrate  into  those  latitudes,  for  the  enjoyment  of  ^^ 
delightful  recreation,  of  experiencing  the  utmost  possible  defi^' 
of  cold  which  is  known  on  the  surface  of  the  globe. 

An  official  account  was  taken  of  the  health  of  the  orew  at  V* 
close  of  the  year,  and  it  was  found  w*ith  the  exception  of  t^^ 
armourer  to  be  in  the  best  possible  ^ate.  In  fact  it  may  be  sas 
that  the  crew  had  as  yet  undergone  no  privations,  and  their  e- 
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posujre  to  the  rigour  of  the  climate  had  not  been  of  that  duration 
alto  effect  their  health.    They  might  in  some  respects  be  regarded 
as  a  hive  of  bees,  who  when  a  glimpse  of  fine  weather  shows 
itaelf,  take  the  advantage  of  it,  and  lea^e  the  hive,  but  who  keep 
themselves  comfortably  housed  in  the   midst  of  their    provi- 
sions, as  long  as  the  bad  weather   continues.     The  labour  in 
which  the  crew  were  employed  exterior  to  the  ship,  might  be 
viewed  more  in  the  character  of  exercise,  than  the  imposition 
of  an  arduous  task  ;  indeed  it  might  comparatively  speaking,  be 
said  to  be  all  night-work,  the   light  being  merely  sufficient  to 
enable  them  to  distinguish  the  objects,  and  that  only  under  cir- 
canMilances  of  a  peculiar  nature. 

On  the  dOth  the  weather  being  mild,  the  crew  were  sent  on 
shore  to  obtain  some  sand,  and  that  part  of  the  crew  which  went  W 
itnder  the  name  of  the  walking  party,  brought  every  forenoon  ^^| 
two  casks  of  water  on  board.     In  one  of  the  shooting  excursions,       V 
Capi.  Ross  saw  the  impression  of  a  wolfs  ftiot.  which  for  some        1 
lime  afterwards  was  known  to  hover  about  the  ship,  but  always        I 
eluded  the  vigilance  of  the  sportsmen.                                                  I 

T%i  following  is  tke  scale  of  the  Temperature  of  the  exterior          M 
Mmospkere  for  the  month  of  December  1829,                ^^M 
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The  new  year  broke  upon  them  with  extraordinary  mildness 
which  enabled  the  officers  to  pursue  their  amusements  on  land, 
and  to  give  the  crew  that  exercise,  which  their  health  demanded. 
On  new  year's  day  an  extra  allowance  of  grog  with  preserved 
meats  was  served  out  to  the  crew,  and  in  the  evening  they  made 
themsi^lves  merry  with  singing  and  dancing.  Perhaps  no  letof 
men  had  ever  greater  reason  to  drink  with  real  glee,  the  old  year 
out  and  the  new  one  in,  than  the  crew  of  the  Victory ;  although 
no  bells  sounded  at  the  midnight  hour,  announcing  the  commenc** 
ment  of  the  new  year  and  the  departure  of  the  old  one,  with  all 
/ts  troubles,  trials,  and  difficulties  on  its  back;  althoui^h  the 
wassail  bowl  circulated  not  round  their  table,  and  many  a  light- 
some heart  was  called  upon  to  rejoice  that  another  yearofiti 
life  was  gone ;  although  love  mingled  itself  not  in  their  c«[ii» 
yet  they  filled  their  glass  to  those  who  were  far  away,  and  irio 
were  perhaps  at  that  same  moment,  drinking  the  health  of  thoie 
who  in  their  solitary  ship,  were  strangers  to  the  festivities  of 
the  season,  and  whose  mirth  was  like  the  beam  of  the  sun  that 
illumined  them,  faint  and  cheerless.  Nevertheless  it  was  to 
them  a  source  of  rejoicing  that  the  new  year  was  begun^  whieh 
according  to  their  sanguine  expectations,  was  either  to  see  tbem 
at  the  object  of  which  they  were  in  search^  or  to  return  them  to 
their  native  land. 

On  the  2nd  the  weather  was  very  thick,  with  a  keen  piercing 
wind  from  the  south  east,  and  not  being  able  to  perform  anf 
manual  operations  exterior  to  the  ship,  the  crew  took  the  oppor- 
tunity of  cleaning  out  the  tanks,  from  which  they  took  fmi 
bushels  of  snow.  On  the  fallowing  day,  the  weather  assumed 
extraordinary  mildness,  the  thermometer  having  risen  twcntj 
three  degrees;  all  the  officers  went  on  shore  on  a  shooting  excul 
sion,  and  the  surgeon  shortly  afterwards  returned  for  a  houk.  th 
party  having  shot  a  bare,  which  got  under  a  rock  beyond  th«i 
reach.  It  was  not  without  some  difficulty  that  the  animal 
secured  ;  on  weighing  it  on  board,  it  was  found  to  be  Tibs  3} 
A  measurement  of  the  young  ice  was  taken  this  day,  and  it  v 
ascertained  to  be  6ve  feet  four  inches  thick. 

The  6th  was  employed  in  hauling  the  long  brass  gim  belong! 
to  the  FYiry^  to  the  top  of  a  hilt  for  the  purpose  of  firtnir  it  nc« 
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aooally  in  order  to  try  the  velocity  of  sound,  and  it  may  ho 

iffirmed  that  the  firing^  of  this  gun  led  lo  an  event,  which  np«>ned 

%  new  scene  lo  ihe  crew  of  the  Victory,  and   tended  in  d  very 

Considerable  degree^  to  break  the  monotony  to  which  they  had 

^therto  heen  accustomed.     It  was  on   the  9lh,  at  11  a.m*  that 

Allan  Melnniss  shouted  that  he  heard  some  strange  voices,  and 

in  a  few  minutes  afterwards  a  tribe  of  Esquimaux  were  seen  on 

the  beach,  armed  with  bows  and  arrows,  but  in  other  reFpeet<i 

Rfviiicing  the  most  friendly  difipoaition.     Capt.  Ross  was  at  this 

itime  absent  from  the  8hip»  and  Commander  James,  the  surgeon, 

dful  Mc'Inniss  went  in  search  of  him.    On  the  officers  approaching 

<he&quimaux  ihey  seemed  very  timid,  for  they  were  then  stand- 

.ug  in  a  line  three  deep,  and  in  the  middle  stood  an  old  man  who 

fWw  very  infirm,  and  who  apparently  was  the  father  of  the  com- 

nuusity.     The  officers  still  continued  to  approach  them,  but  they 

Hid  not  move  from  their  place,  on  which   the  officers  dropped 

iheif  guns   on  the  ice,    when  the  Esquimaux  broke  their  lines. 

Rod  brought  out  from  the  centre  the  old  man  formerly  mentioned. 

Th©  frankness  of  communication  observed  towards  natives  ic 

)*heir  situation  was  practised   towards  them>  and  a  nmtual  good 

understanding  was  soon  established   between  thcra.     They  then 

nme  towards  the  ship  without  hesitation,  but  the  old  man  was 

»»Wiged  to  be  drawn  thither  on  a  sledge,  as  well  as  his  son  wha 

kid  only  one  leg  ;  the  name  of  the  old  man  was  lllictu>  and  that 

H^is  son  Tullooachiu, 

^Ble  general  features^  bodily  and  intellectual  of  these  poor 
Hpie,  are  nearly  the  same  as  those  of  the  other  Esquimaux 
inm, particularly  those^  which  inhabit  the  coasts  of  Baffin's  Bay* 
Hi  description  of  savage  life  is  nearly  applicable  to  all  portions 
^■ankind,  placed  below  a  certain   degree  of  refmement,  but 
^wniable  character  of  the  Esquimau;^,  forms  a  striking  conttast 
Hpt  of  most  savage  nations.     Insulated   by  nature  from.  J|fl| 
^mbi  the  world,  they  have  no  idea  of  any  other  human  boll^H 
^Mbere  is  more  of  thi»  true  spirit  of  contentment  to  be  fo^H 
^Bgst  ihtm,  than  is  probably  to  be  met  with  in  any  ather  d|^| 
WiiBokiad   whatsoever,     Happy  in  his  sna|iH|b|r"  ^M 

Em^mAux  knows  no  want,  feels  no  iccon^^^^^B  w 
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wc>ather  prevents  his  accustomed  huntin;^ ;  lie  til  In  no  laiidy 
concerns  himself  ahout  any  rij^ht  of  properly,  his  exjierienre 
extendinpf  only  to  the  arts  befitting  his  mode  of  life,  aod  the 
climate  forbidding*  his  desiring  any  thing  beyond  common  aniioal 
wants.  In  person  they  are  short  but  stoutly  mode,  the  complexicm 
is  olive  ;  the  face  broad,  and  the  eyes  small  and  piercing;  good 
humour  is  fully  expressed,  but  ihey  have  an  indescribable  mixture 
of  wildness  and  ig'noranee. 

Notwithstandin<zf  their  rude  habits  and  their  seclusion  from  all 
civilized  society*  they  are  still  an  ino^enious  people,  and  their 
clothing"  and  implements  display  considerable  skill  in  the  maiW- 
factuTO.  Their  sledges,  knives,  spears,  &c.,  are  formed  froii 
the  bones  of  the  whale  and  other  fish,  for  wood  is  scarcely  known 
amongst  them.  Their  o^arments  are  sewed  with  great  slrengtfc 
and  neatness,  their  needles  being  made  of  bone,  and  their  ihretd 
of  mosses.  The  upper  garment  resembles  a  smock  frock  with  i 
tapering  skirt,  and  has  a  hood,  in  whicli  the  women  carry  their 
infants,  but  the  dresses  of  the  men  have  the  hood  also,  and  tbt 
trowsers  and  boots  are  alike  for  each.  In  very  severe  wBatbif 
the  natives  wear  a  double  set  of  garments,  the  furs  being  ntit 
the  skin  and  outwards*  the  fleshy  sides  of  the- two  hides  comiDf 
together.  They  use  immensely  long  whips  with  great  dexterity, 
made  of  hides  and  plaited  extremely  well ;  the  thongs  are  M 
thick  at  the  large  end  as  a  man's  thumb,  tapering  ofl*  gradoallj^ 
and  terminating'  with  a  single  lash  of  the  same  material.  Tb* 
children  have  them  for  their  amusement,  and  the  whole  Ifibi 
crack  their  whips  in  a  stylo  superior  to  French  postillions,  Th» 
number  of  Esquimaux  at  this  time  amounted  to  thirty  one,  btil 
their  dogs  and  families  were  about  three  miles  from  the  sbtpi 
where  thoy  had  built  their  huts.  Capt.  Ross  took  some  of  theiOl 
into  the  cabin,  and  showed  them  some  pictures  of  Igloolik  vojag^i 
whilst  others  on  the  ice  amused  themselves  with  the  fiddle,  aO" 
with  looking  at  themselves  in  the  looking  glasses*  Some  foo* 
was  offered  them,  but  they  refused  to  eat  anything,  althoughtbe; 
did  not  testify  any  great  objection  to  drink  some  of  Felix  Booth'^ 
gin,  which  gradually  rendered  them  merry  and  familiar,  and 
the  evening  they  returned  to  their  huts,     Capt.  Ross  and  Com 
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Hltid^r  Rose  accompanied  them  for  nearly  two  miif^s,  and  having 
parted  from  them  on  the  most  friendly  terms,  returned  on  board. 
At  the  close  of  divine  service  on  the  following  day,  the  officer§ 
went  in  Fearch  of  the  hahiUition  of  the  Esqiumaux,  but  before 
they  had  proceeded  a  mtie^  they  saw  the  Esquimaux  approaching- 
ind  they  returned  with  them  to  their  huts,  where  every  proof 
of  kindness^  which  their  savage  nature  could  suggest^  was  shonn 
to  the  illustrious  visitors.     It  is  perhaps  not  illiberal  to  remark 
that  this  kindness  was  in  a  great  degree,  the  consequence  of  the 
ptesents,  which  Capt.  Rosr  had  brought  with  him,  for  on  receiving 
iny  thing,  their  joy  was  excessive,  jumping  and  shouting  in  the 
fiio«t  hideous  manner,  and  making  the  most  extraordinary  ges- 
tures, as   if  they  were  a  set  of  lunatics.     The  tribe  consisted  of 
.  about  70,  and  it  was  ascertained  that  the  place  where  they  had 

KW  constructed  their  huts,  was  what  they  called  their  stow- 
le,  or  depository  of  their  winter  provisions,  it  appearing  to  be 
uie  custom  of  these  people,  during  their  hunting  excursions 
itt  the  summer,  to  bury  the  produce  of  the  ehace  in  deep 
loles  in  the  snow,  and  then  in  the  winter  to  construct  their 
liuia  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  their  magazines.  From 
bfortnation  obtained  from  them,  the  rein-deer  and  other  ar- 
ticles of  food  which  were  seen  in  their  etow-hole,  had  been* 
Wied  there  since  last  September,  and  as  soon  as  this  stock 
of  provisions  was  exhausted,  it  was  their  intention  to  move 
fenher  into  the  country,  where  they  had  established  another 
magazine. 

The  natives  in  return  for  the  presents,  gave  Capt.  Ross  a  bow 
ind  arrow,  and  several  of  them  were  induced  to  return  with 
the  officers  to  the  ship,  with  a  view  no  doubt  of  having  some 
fcfther  presents  made  them»  Two  of  them  were  taken  into  the 
<*bin  when  dinner  was  served  up,  but  they  seemed  to  view  the 
S^od  things  with  positive  disgust,  and  no  invitation  nor  entreaty 
f«uld  induce  them  to  partake  of  them. 
It  may  be  here  necessary  to  state,  that  on  the  sailing  of  the 
»€l  it  was  a  regular  order  throughout  the  ship,  ihat  no  man 
*»<♦  to  Im*  •Mowed  to  purchase  any  article  of  an  K^quimaux,  utid 
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therefore  wlienever  any  of  ihe  Esquimaux  came  into  the  cabin«ibe]r 
were  placed  rank  aud  file,  and  Capt.  Ross  and  the  steward  fadd 
to  overhaul  them  to  see  what  they  had  for  sale,  and  accordiDgl)' 
as  the  steward  expressed  His  opinion,  and  the  consent  of  Capt 
Ross  obtained,  the  articles  were  all  bought ;  they  consisted 
chiefly  of  their  own  dresses  and  fishing  tackle,  but  they  were 
all  put  under  lock  and  key,  and  under  the  immediate  charge  of 
Capt.  Ross  himself,  until  at  last  he  obtained  such  a  quantity  of 
these  thing's,  that  the  steward  was  obliged  to  fill  three  casks, 
the  size  of  each  cask  being  336  gallons.  The  poor  creaturH 
contrived  however  to  sell  some  things  clandestinely  to  some  of 
tlie  crew,  and  were  far  better  paid  for  thera  than  by  Capt.  Km 
himself.  This  circumstance  called  forth  a  spirit  of  deceplioo 
amongst  the  natives,  for  as  self  interest  predominated  here  ai 
Well  as  in  more  civilized  countries,  they  concealed  many  of  their 
things  until  they  had  been  examined,  and  then  in  the  absence  of 
Capt.  Ross,  they  would  repair  to  their  stow-hole,  and  sell  tbem 
to  good  profit  to  the  crew. 

It  was  a  matter  of  great  wonder  to  many  of  the  crew,  the  ei* 
treme  eagerness  which  Capt,  Ross  manifested  lo  collect  a  W* 
quantity  of  articles  from  the  natives,  which  on  his  returo  to 
England,  could  not  be  made  of  any  possible  use.  As  a  proof  of 
the  ingenuity  of  the  people,  and  in  some  respects  of  the  natuffti 
productions  of  the  country,  it  was  most  advisable  that  a  speci' 
men  of  almost  every  article  should  be  obtained,  but  the  collection 
of  three  or  four  casks  of  Esquimaux  dresses  and  other  useles* 
articles,  might  certainly  contribute  to  till  up  the  hold  of  tli« 
vessel,  and  appear  as  the  trophies  of  his  mighty  undertaktugr 
to  astound  the  eves  of  his  countrymen'  on  his  return.  Froift 
some  circumstances  however  which  have  taken  place  si  Dee  the 
return  of  Capt  Ross,  and  we  allude  in  the  first  instance  to  tlw 
panorama  of  Felix  Harbour,  got  up  under  the  immediflt* 
auspices  of  tlie  gallant  Captain  ,  and  in  the  second  to  the  repf*^ 
mentation  of  the  principle  scene<9  of  his  expedition,  afeo  got  up 
under  the  immediate  direction  of  the  Captain,  exhibiting  ^^^ 
Vauxball  Gardens,  and  in  both  of  which,  if  report  b«  not  gmUy 
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iseiiood,  the  servtnes  of  the  Captain  are  not  j^ratuitous,  w© 

that  on  taking  these  eireutnBtances  into  our  consideration^ 

St  Uby  no  means  an  improbabte  conjecture,  that  in  the  collection 

of  so  many  Esquimaux  dresses,  bows  and  arrows,  fishing  tackle, 

and  dog  whips,  a  most  lucid  idea  bad  shot  suddenly  into  the  brain 

of  the  naval  hero,  as  he   was  sitting'  pondering  in   his  fauleuil^ 

in  one  of  the  dark  and  dreary  nights  of  the  Arctic  winter,  that 

&Ilhough  it  was  by  no  means  his  desire  that  the  public  should 

luok  apon  hh  expedition  as  a  farce,  yet  were  he  to  turn  it  into 

aferce  on  his  return,  it  could  not  fail  to  prove  a  hit,  especially 

If  it  were  announced  in  conspicuous  characters  in  the  bills  of  the 

that  the  actors  would  appear  in  the  real  dresses  of  the  coim- 

each  furni^shed  wit!]  a  bow  and  arrow,  and  a  fishing  rod  and 

le  hook,  all  of  which  had  been  brought  home  by  the  princi- 

tar  in  the  farce.     In   order  however  to  render  the  scenic 

ription  of  it  complete  in  all  it*  departmenla.  it  was  nece&sary 

many  auxiliaries  should  be  obtained,  which  were  to  impress 

le  minds  of  the  spectators,  the  most  thrilling  sensations  of 

At  dangers  and  hair-breadth  escapes  which  the  gallant  Captain 

hi  ttndergone  in  his  various  feats,  with  the  terrible  monsters 

^Udh  were  indigenous  to  the  country,   Tbui*  it  was  necessary  that 

Inmiiber  of  skins  of  seals,  and  of  sea  unicorns  sliould  be  obtained, 

Hkh  on  their  arrival  in  England,  being  properly  stuffed,  could 

^mtbeiii  ad  V hum,  whilst  squatting  at   the  base  of  an   iceberg, 

^HXample  of  the  high  courage  and  intrepidity  which  the  Cap- 

^B  fequently  evinced,    in  his  desperate  encounters  with   the 

^■Dless  animals,     A  sledge  or  two  might  also  be  found   highly 

H&il,   and  strictly  in  character  with  the  scenic  exhibition,   and 

^Bliaving  already  some  dog8  i»f  the  country   in   his  possession^ 

Hnrly  trained    to  the  drawing  of  a  sledgo,  the  whole  of  it 

^old  present  a  coup  (VwU  never  before  witnessed  in  thiscouoln^ 

Jueiirtainly  confess  that  we  give  the  whole  of  this  stateii^H 

^Bconjecture^  but  at  the  fiame  time  we  feel  convinced,  tha^^H 

Hi  put  u  most  lenient  construction  upon  the  act  of  Capt.  IQ^H 

"filling  three  large   tubs  with  EequimaujK  dresses  and  ol^H 

*^^^«I«s,  one  of  winch   would  have  been  suftdMl  to  convt^^H 

*ti'  pooplf!  of  Enghaid,  that  there  was  bomietn^^Qt^  Viuv^^^H 
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real  in  his  d*^8cri|>iion  of  tbe  natives  of  Felix  Harbour,  thanm 
ihe  existence  of  iho  Croker  Motintains. 

On  the  Uth  two  Esquimaux  came  to  the  ship,  one  of  whom 
wasTulIooachiu,  v^ho  had  but  one  leg".  It  had  been  taken  off 
below  the  knee  in  the  most  masterlike  manner,  the  operation  of 
which  was  thus  described  ;  the  upper  part  of  the  leg  was  bound 
with  thono^s,  and  the  flesh  stripped  from  the  lower  part  with 
their  rude  knives,  the  bone  was  then  inserted  in  a  hole  in  the 
ice  and  snapped  asunder,  the  parts  were  then  seared  by  sotiw 
lighted  moss,  and  nature  did  the  rest.  He  was  introduced  into 
the  cabin,  and  on  being  iuftirmed  that  another  leg  could  be 
made  for  him,  he  burst  out  into  the  most  frantic  exclamation* 
of  joy,  and  the  carpenter  was  called  in  to  take  the  measure  of 
the  new  leg  that  was  to  bo  made.  As  soon  as  this  ceremoD? 
was  completed,  Commander  James  laid  before  them  a  piece  of 
paper  and  asked  them  to  trace  on  it  the  way  which  the  land 
trended,  and  according  to  their  marking,  every  thing  appeared 
favourable  to  the  object  of  the  expedition;  according  to  ll» 
account  given  by  them,  the  expedition  had  already  seen  tbt 
coast  of  America  and  that  forty  miles  to  the  south  west  were 
two  great  seas,  divided  by  a  narrow  strait  or  neck  of  land.  U 
was  computed  that  about  nine  days  journey  would  bring  them 
to  the  place  which  they  had  marked  out. 

The  weather  continued  fine,  the  wind  north  by  west,  but  the 
frost  was  intense  in  the  extreme,  of  which  some  idea  may  be 
formed,  when  it  is  stated  that  the  increase  in  the  thickness  of  tbe^ 
ice  was  from  3j  to  4"J  inches  daily. 

On  the  I2lh  ten  Esquimaux  came  to  the  ship,  five  of  whom 
were  taken  into  the  cabiutfor  the  purpose  of  forming  a  chart  of  the 
adjacent  coast,  and  they  varied  very  little  from  the  account  given 
by  those  on  the  preceding  day.  During  the  night  of  the  13lh,  ttia 
ship  received  some  very  heavy  shocks  in  consequence  of  the  ic€ 
cracking,  and  which  rendered  their  intercourse  with  the  land  mora 
►difficult.  Capt.  Ross,  attended  by  a  P*irty,  proceeded  toward! 
the  Esquimaux  village,  but  on  their  way  they  met  about  a  Aam\ 
coming  to  the  ship,  and  they  all  returned  to  the  huts.  Jt 
ascertained  tliat  they  had  been  on  a  sealing  esfcufsiiwi  bat  mi 
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out  success.     It  is  a  most  cuTioue  sight  to  observe  one  of  the 
Esquimaux  watching  the  resort  of  the  seals;  io  the  first  p!aee  ho 
constructs  an  edifice  of  tablets  of  snow  of  a  semicircular  form, 
in  the  vicinity  of  a  place  which  is  known  to  be  a  seal's  hole, 
and  he  will  sit  for  many  hours  in  a  crouched  form,  with  his 
elbows  resting  on  his  thighs  in  despite  of  the  most  inclement 
weather,  watching  with  all  the  eagerness  and  iateosity  of  the  cat 
watching  the  mouse,  the  appearance  of  the  seal  from  his  bole,  fl 
On  the  projection  of  the  snout  of  the  seal  from  the  water,  theiW 
Esquimaux    remains    as    if    breathless    and    motionless,     until  W 
by  degrees  the  animal  crawls  from  the  water  and  continues  its 
course  on  the  ice  as  if  in  search  of  food*     The  Esquimaux  how- 
iver  moves  not  until  the  seal  has  attained  some  distance  from 
the  hole,    when   he   suddenly   darts  upon  him,    and   kills  him 
with  his  spear.     On  this  occasion  Capt.  Ross  took  with  him  a 
paper  for  the  women  to  form  their  plan  of  the  coasts  but  they 
seemed  all  to  be  alike,  and  at  the  sam*^  time  highly  encouraging 
to  the  future  prospects  of  the  expedition*     On  their  return  Com- 
mttcder  James  killed  three  grouse,  and  from  the  report  of  the 
natives,  it  was  ascertained  that  an   abundance  of  game  was  to 
be  found  higher  up  the  country,  but  that  in  their  present  place,  \%^m 
was  comparatively  scarce.     An  unfortunate  accident   this    da^^ 
befel  the  launch,  which  got  completely  under  the  ice  and  the 
crew  were  occupied  the    whole  of   the   following   day  in  thci^ 
extrication  of  it.     About  noon  they  were  visited  by  some  of  tho^ 
JEsquimaux,  amongst  whom  were  two  women,  and  Tullooachiu, 
who  had  come  to  make  some  inquiries  about  his  wooden  leg, 
but  although  it  was  not  quite  finished,  he  tried  it  on,  and  ap- 
peared highly  delighted  with  his  new  acquisition. 

The  Esquimaux  women  are  not  the  most  lovely  objects  in 
nature ;  their  features  are  disagreeable,  their  hair  long  and  harsh 
and  exceedingly  black,  their  dress  approaching  very  nearly  to  the  , 
ridiculouF^.  The  hood  comes  round  the  face,  and  leaves  only  a 
little  of  it  exposed.  The  vest  in  front  falls  into  a  stomacher 
pouit,  but  the  most  singular  things  are  the  boots,  which  come 
up  higher  than  any  fisherman's,  and  are  nearly  as  large  round 
as  her  body      The  fur  of  ihese  and  of  the  garmeivl  V^X^^ew  >\\^tc^ 
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«nd  the  vest  and  of  the  mittens  is  worn  inside.  These  prepofu 
terous  hidy's  boots*  are  stated  to  be  ihe  most  essential  part  of  an 
Esquimaux  woman's  dress,  forming  their  pockets^  their  tool 
boxes,  and  ©ven  their  provision  cupboards.  When  the  latlies 
were  detected  in  pilfering  any  thin^ '  on  board  the  Vic- 
tory, the  pilfered  article  was  sure  to  be  found  in  their  b.^ols. 
In  some  respects  the  female  appears  to  be  more  stupid  and 
ignorant  than  the  male ;  on  coming  on  board  they  looked  round, 
either  with  the  most  stupid  indifference,  or  were  struck  dumb  with 
astonishment,  as  they  had  never  seen  a  ship  before,  nor  iuJeed 
a  man  besides  their  own  race.  They  were  nothing  loth  to 
receive  whatever  present  were  offered  them,  and  as  the  inttomcy 
increased  between  them  and  the  ships  crew,  it  was  found  that 
their  favours  were  to  be  purchased  at  a  very  cheap  rate,  or  by 
a  very  trifling  present,  but  nevertheless  the  consent  of  the  husband 
was  previously  asked  and  on  the  condition  of  receiving  part  of 
the  presents,  it  was  never  refused* 

It  is  the  opinion  of  these  Esquimaux,  that  their  race  spruig 
from  a  female  beneficent  spirit,  and  that  the  other  creatures  of 
the  earth,  and  particularly  their  dogs  are  descended  from  a 
wicked  female  spirit,  who  is  made  accountable  for  all  the  acci 
denls,  and  even  the  deaths  which  occur.  There  is  generally  a 
conjuror  or  angekok  amongst  them,  who  pretends  to  possess  an 
almost  unlimited  power  over  thi«*  malignant  spirit,  and  who  la 
casesof  sickness,  is  called  in  to  exercise  his  dominion  over  the 
spirit,  and  to  compel  him  to  forbear  giving  any  further  annoyance 
to  the  afflicted  person,  and  it  not  unfrequently  happens  that 
nature  effects  the  «ure,  and  the  merit  is  given  to  the  conjuror 

The  cold  which  the  crew  now  endured  was  intense  in  the 
highest  degree,  the  thermometer  being  40  degrees  below  asero, 
that  is  7"Z  degrees  below  our  freezing  point.  Capt.  Ross  trie* 
the  mercury  to  see  if  it  would  freeze,  and  in  two  hours  it  wa« 
solid  body.  Mercury  ought  to  freez^^  at  39^.  In  this  ex^trem^ 
cold  the  temperature  of  the  lower  deck  was  seldom  higher  than 
40,  being  only  8  degrees  above  the  freezing  point,  except  on  tho*!g 
days  when  the  oven  was  lighted  for  baking,  when  it  ro®e  from 
SO  to  S7. 


to  be  finished ;  they  were  taken  down  into  the  eabin, 
carpenter  brought  the  leg,  and  fitted  it  to  the  stump, 
5  walked  about  the  cabin  exhibiting  the  mo8t  extravagant 
[e  was  so  delighted  with  his  new  acquisition,  that  he 
lot  allow  the  carpenter  to  take  it  oflF  again,  but  showed 
itesi  anxiety  to  reach  home,  in  order  that  his  wife  might 
m  a  skin  shoe  to  put  on  the  end  of  the  stump,  to  prevent 
D  slipping  on  the  ice.  Previously  to  seating  himself  in 
ge,  he  took  off  his  wooden  leg  and  carried  it  on  his  lap. 
reather  for  some  days  was  so  severe  that  no  communica- 
s  had  with  the  natives,  and  the  crew  were  conlQned  to 
[ial  operations  on  board.  The  health  of  the  Armourer 
lently  daily  declining,  and  little  hope  was  now  enter- 
*  his  recovery  ;  the  weather  had  a  sensible  effect  upon  h?^ 
,  which  being  asthmatic,  he  could  not  endure  the  incle- 
[>  which  he  was  exposed,  nor  those  sudden  transitions^ 
istinguish  the  northern  climates^  and  which  are  evcu 
0  the  most  robust  constitutions. 

nday  the  17th  it  blew  a  heavy  gale  during  the  whoLe  of 
rom  the  N.N.W.,but  the  weather  moderating  on  the 
ee  men  and  two  boys  came  to  the  ship,  and  were  taken 
nander  James  into  the  cabin,  where  having  xnade  them 
liiH''  nresents.  thev  were  induced  to  draw  a  chart  of  the 
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maux  funiishad,  Commander  James  was  induced  to  attach  g'MAtef 
faith  to  their  report,  than  to  that  which  had  been  previousljr  given,] 
and  yet  it  would  have  been  highly  iojudicious  and  premature  toj 
have  acted  upon  the  information  of  any  of  the  natives,  from 
consideration  of  the  great  discrepancy  which  existed  in  thei 
reports^  although  it  mu^t  have  been  allowed,  that  personal  inu 
rests  could  not  have  led  them  to  falsify  their  information,  or  to 
have  given  it  designedly  wrong,  merely  for  the  purpose  of  mis- 
leading. At  all  events,  the  information  which  the^  Esquimaux 
gave,  was  not  calculated  by  any  means  to  enliven  the  hopes  uf 
the  Commander  of  the  expedition,  or  to  lead  him  to  believe,  ttiat 
he  was  in  the  direct  track  of  becoming  the  discoverer  of  the 
north  west  passage. 

Previously  to  their  leaving  the  ship,  a  present  of  an  empty 
cannister  was  made  to  each  of  them  with  which  th^^  i^eemed 
highly  pleased,  but  their  manner  of  fitting  on  the  lid  w*ts  clumsy 
and  awkward  in  the  extreme,  and  when  one  of  them  mc* 
ceeded  in  getting  it  oui  he  shouted  for  joy,  as  If  he  had  accorth 
plished  a  most  wonderful  deed. 

On  the  20th,  the  interminable  labour  was  resumed  otdigp^ 
the  parts  of  the  engine  out  of  tlie  ice,  and  considering  the  almosi 
total  worlhlessness  of  the  articles  in  reference  to  any  future  us^il 
to  which  they  could  be  applied  on  board  the  vessel,  it  is  perhipi 
saying  not  too  much,  that  it  was  a  labour  to  which  the  men 
should  not  have  been  subjected,  exposed  as  they  were  continual l}i 
not  only  to  the  severity  of  the  frost,  but  to  the  immersion 
their  feet  in  the  \vater,  which  occasioned  a  continual  numbne«< 
their  extremities,  highly    injurious  to   their   health      It  i» 
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sometimes  not  an  easy  matter  to  convince  an  individual  of  bt« 
error^  notwithstanding  the  circumstances  become  so  multiplied 
upon  each  other,  that  the  most  positive  proofs  hourly  presei^t 
themselves  to  shew  to  the  individual  that  the  course,  which  ho 
ts  pursuing,  is  the  wrong  one.  Capt.  Ross,  it  might  have  befn 
supposed  had  received  the  most  convincing  proofs  during 
voyage  to  Felix  Harbour,  unless  his  mind  was  of  that  wtktk 
constitution,  that  scarcely  any  impression  could  be  made 
that  he   ha«i  committed  a  most  egregious  blunder  in 
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engine  to  hts  vef^sel,  unless  he  could,  by  hit»  ingenuity 
losverted  an  iceberg"  itito  sucb  a  combustible  substance 
VP'y  ^^^  deficiency  of  coals,  or  that  a  fioe  could  be  made 
I  to  the  propelling  power  of  the  paddles,  with  the  same 
r,  as  the  waters  of  the  Thames  at  Richmond.  When 
re  we  find  the  health  of  the  crew  actually  endangered  in 
ting  to  regain  possession  of  such  a  mass  of  lumber,  which 
ly  entitled  Capt.  Rose*  to  have  the  inscription  of  **  Dealei 
ine  Stores/'  painted  on  the  stern  of  his  vessel,  we  cannot 
isider  it  as  one  of  those  preposterous  acts,  which  even  a 
lao  will  sometimes  commit,  in  order  to  shew  to  the  world 
some  things,  he  is  as  great  a  fool  as  some  others  of  his 
creatures. 

\,  Ross  was  at  this  time  taken  ill,  but  his  indisposition 
It  of  long  duration.  The  severity  of  the  season  had  pre- 
the  officers  from  pursuing  their  sports  oo  land,  but  on  the 
Commander  James  went  on  an  excursion  into  the  country, 
}l  one  grouse,  several  others  were  seen,  but  the  sportsmen 
lot  get  within  shot  of  them.  The  party  visited  the  huts  of 
uimaux,  but  very  few  of  them  were  there,  as  they  were 
ImI  in  sealing,  having  caught  from  IT  to  20  in  two  days, 
{uarter  past  twelve  on  the  20lh,  the  first  glimpse  of  the  sun 
Lained  after  an  absence  of  fifty -two  days,  and  the  hearts  of 
w  became  exhili rated,  as  their  long  dreary  night  was 
^  to  a  close,  and  the  period  fast  approaching  when  they 
t  be  emancipated  from  their  icy  imprisonment,  and  once 
Kst  their  sails  in  the  prosecution  of  their  adventurous  en- 
u  The  feelings  which  animated  the  breasts  of  the  whole 
the  Victoryj  on  the  return  of  the  sun,  can  only  be  appre* 
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advance  m  streogib  and  power  in  proportion  as  be  sunnount 
oostacles,  whicb  pre.«ent  tbemselves  to  bis  success.  Thaf 
were  some  ambitious  souls  on  board  tbe  Victory,  who  wer< 
led  solely  by  a  love  of  lucre,  to  engage  in  tbe  perilous  enter 
cannot  for  a  moment  be  considered  as  a  matter  of  doubt,  t 
may  be  said 

They  have  felt 
A  presence  that  distnrhs  tbeoi  with  the  joy 
Of  elevated  thoughts ;  a  sense  tahlime 
Of  something  hr  more  deeply  interfos'd, 
IVhose  dwellini^  is  tbe  sight  of  settinur  suns. 
And  tlie  roand  ocean)  and  the  liTing  air. 
And  tbe  blae  sky,  and  in  the  mind  of  nun, 
A  motion,  and  a  spirit  that  impels 
All  thinking  things,  all  objects  of  all  thoaght. 
And  rolls  throogh  ail  things. 

Determined  however  '  as  the  commander  of  tbe  expe* 
might  be  to  prosecute  bis  voyage  as  soon  as  tbe  weather  ' 
permit,  yet  tbe  general  expectation  of  success  was  consid< 
diminished,  by  tbe  reports  which  the  Esquimaux  gave  tl 
different  times  of  the  adjacent  coasts,  and  particularly 
existence  of  an  open  sea  to  the  westward.  Respecting  the 
the  opinion  of  the  natives  appeared  to  be  unanimous  that  n< 
sea  whatever  existed,  and  that  far  to  the  westward  it  was  n 
but  a  kind  of  archipelago,  or  cluster  of  islands,  between 
the  navigation  would  be  attended  with  great  diflEiculty  and  d 
One  morning  however  they  were  surprised  by  a  visii 
Tullooachiu,  who  had  broken  bis  wooden  leg,  bringing 
him  a  native  for  advanced  in  years,  and  who  was  represei 
be  better  acquainted  with  the  adjacent  coasts,  than  any  o 
the  natives,  who  had  visited  the  ship.  There  was  however 
thing  in  the  manner  of  this  new  informant,  which  stru 
oflScors  very  forcibly,  as  differing  considerably  from  the  fra 
and  simplicity  which  characterized  the  other  natives, 
gave  them  to  understand  that  ho  would  not  give  them  i 
quired  information  until  an  adequate  present  had  been 
him.     This  circumstance  excited  some  suspicion  in  the  1 
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nf  tlae  officers,  that  his  design  was  to  impuse  upon  them,  and 
fTuUooaehiu  was  strictly  examined  as  to  the  superior  knowledge 
which  las  companion  was  supposed  to  possess  respecting  the 
state  of  the  sea  to  the  westward,  and  how  it  had  come  to  pass 
that  he  siiould  be  the  ouly  person  of  their  tribe,  who  was  able 
to  give  an  accurate  report  of  the  adjacent  coasts.  TuUooachiu 
gB¥e  a  conftisod  and  blundering  account  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  knowledge  was  obtained,  but  in  one  respect  he  said  he 
could  be  borne  out  by  the  wliole  of  the  tribe,  that  his  companion 
was  known  to  be  the  most  b*M  and  persevering  hunter  amongst 
them,  and  that  he  had  penetrated  in  bis  hunt i tig  excursions  fur- 
ther westward  than  any  of  them.  This  was  in  some  respects  u 
^Upiry  plausible  account  of  the  source  from  which  the  greater  know- 
'^dge  had  been  obtained,  and  Commander  Ross  determined  to 
try  ttie  experiment  of  purchasing  the  information  from  this  iple- 
restad  native,  and  accordingly  made  him  a  present  of  two  canis- 
ters and  a  fish-honk  ;  but  it  was  at  once  evident  that  the  cunning 
savage  did  not  consider  the  presents  to  be  in  any  degree  equiva- 
lent to  the  information  which  he  had  to  give,  and  seeing  a 
telescope  of  Capt.  Ross'  lying  on  a  table  at  the  further  end 
of  the  cabin,  he  very  deliberately  walked  towards  the  table, 
took  possession  of  the  instrument,  and  with  the  greatest  sang- 
froid proceeded  to  deposit  it  in  his  poucji.  He  was  however  soon 
constrained  to  restore  the  property  to  its  rightful  owner,  but 
it  excited  his  indignation  to  that  degree,  that  he  left  the 
iTabin  in  high  dudgeon,  and  soon  after  took  his  departure  from 
the  ship,  using  the  most  violent  gestures  towards  TuUooachiu. 
mnd  apparently  rebuking  him  in  the  ntest  opprobti^us  terms. 
It  was  subsequently  discovered  that  the  opinion  which  the  officers 
Itad  formed  respecting  this  man  were  founded  in  truth^  and  thtit 
lie  was  one  of  the  greatest  cheats  and  impostors  amongst  the 
tribe. 

U  must  however  be  remarked  that  fraud  and  imposition  had 
been  a  part  of  the  education  of  this  man.  The  Angekok  or  con- 
juror of  the  tribe  was  an  infirm  personage,  not  exactly  grown 
prey,  but  grown  very  old  in  practising  upon  tlie  credulity  and 
ignorani  f  ofliis  trihr,  .md  as  his   decease  was  au  viN^iwVtvoV  W 
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distant^  the  native  above  alluded  to  was  the  candidate  for  the 
high  and  important  office,  the  chief  and  principal  qualificatioa 
of  which  consisted  in  the  superiority  of  his  tact  for  imposition 
and  deception.     The  Esquimaux  entertain  a  belief  in  certain  spi- 
rits or  superior  beings,  and  this  Angekok  or  conjuror  is  supposed 
to  have  those  spirits  under  his  controul,  and  that  he  is  enabled 
to  descend  to  the  regions  where  they  hold  their  donciinion,  and 
there  to  force  them  to  relinquish  any  evil  designs,  which   thej 
may  have  in  contemplation  against  any  of  his  tribe.     The  pro- 
ceedings of  these  Angekoks  are  all  carried  on  in  the  dark^  and 
during  their  incantations,  they  are  generally  accompanied  by 
their  Torngak,  or  familiar  spiritj  who  being  as  deeply  skilled  in 
imposition  as  his  master,  acts  as  his  assistant  during  the  per- 
formance of  the  farcical  ceremony,  and  who  also  pretends  to  have 
some  acquaintance  with  the  powers  below^  though  not  possessing 
that  direct  controul  which  peculiarly  belongs  to  the  Angekok, 
In  some  instauces,  the  conjuror  is  attended  by  his  wife,  who  has 
been  properly  initiated  in  all  the  mysteries  of  his  profession,  and 
who  assists  her  conscientious  husband  most  conjugally  and  zea- 
lously^  in  the  performance  of  the  necessary  rites.     When  the 
assistance  of  the  Ans^^kok  is  required,  which  is  particularly  the 
case  when  there  is  a  scarcity  of  seals  or  sea  unicorns  in  the  seas, 
as  it  is  supposed  that  they  are  kept  away  by  the  malignant  in* 
fluenceof  the  demoniac  spirits,  he  is  sent  for  to  the  hut  of  the 
oldest  native,  in  order  that  he  may  be  prevailed  upon  to  take  a 
journey  to  the  lower  realms,  in  order  to  furce  the  malignant  spi- 
rits to  forego  their  hold  over  the  animals,  and  to  give  them  free 
liberty  to  visit  their  former  haonts^  and  thereby  obviate  all  fear 
of  an  approaching  famine.     It  is  supposed  by  the  natives  that  a 
particular  genius,  very  evil  minded  and  ill  disposed^  takes  the 
animals  at  times  under  his  especial  protection,   and  instructs 
theni  in  the  various  devices  and  stratagems  which  are  employed 
on  earth  far  their  caption,  and  therefore  it  is  most  natural  to 
suppose   that  the  animals  will   cautiously  avoid  those  placeB» 
where  such  stratagems  are  put  in  force  against  their  life.       It' 
is  therefore  very  proper  that  the  Angekok  should  put  an  end  to 
those  maVicioixs  proceedings  on  the  part  of  thr  ovil  jrenius,  anil 
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thii  according  to  thoir  opinion,  cannot  be  effected  by  any  other 
means  than  by  a  personal  visit  to  hia  submarine  dwelling,  and 
threatening  him  with  instant  chastisement,  unless  he  reforms  his 
conduct.     This  the  Angekok  undertakes  to  perform,   and  the 
ceremony  begins  with  his  stripping  himself  naked  and  extend- 
ing himself  on  the  ground,    when    he  is  immediately  covered 
with  a  large  mat,  and  every  glimpse  of  light  is  excluded.     He 
then  utters  some  strange  incantations  consisting  of  sounds  hardly 
articulate,  and  to  which  perhaps  it  would  be  impossible  to  attach 
the  slightest  meaning.    He  now  modulates  his  voice  as  to  leave  his 
dupes  to  believe  that  he  is  descending  to  the  lower  regions^  and  hi», 
toice  gradually  dies  away,  as  if  he  were  by  degrees  getting  lowe 
nntiltbe  sound  of  his  voice  is  lost  altogether.    The  credulous  crea- 
luratnow  sit  in  solemn  silence,  in  all  the  intensity  of  anxious  ex- 
pectation, not  a  sound  is  heard  among  them,  even  the  respiration 
of  their  breath  is  stifled  as  much  as  possible,  in   order  that  the 
first  sound  of  the  returning  Angekok  may  be  heard,  which  ia 
announced  by  a  slow  murmur,  gradually  increasing  in  strength^M 
BBlil  the  appearance  of  the  Angekok  may  be  momentarily  ex-^' 
pwted.     This  farce  lasts  about  twenty-five  minutes,  and  some- 
times it  has  been  known  to  extend  to  an  hour,  but  then  it  is  only 
when  the  evil  genius  has  offered  great  resistance,  and  that  the 
«i^rtions  of  the  Angekok  have  been  put  to  the  utmost  stretch  to 
otercome  him.     The  momcmt  of  his  arrival  is  made  known  bv  % 
pnTate  signal  to  his  Torngak  or  his  wife,  who  proceeds  imme- 
diately to  admit  the    light  by  degrees,  until  on  a  sudden   the 
Aa^ekok  emercjes  from  under  the  mat,  and  the  whole  assembly 
riie,  uttering  the  most  discordant  shouts  and  by  their  gestures 
•dtibiting  the  most  frantic  joy. 

One  indisputable  proof  of  his  converse  with  the  spirits  below, 
•resoroe  strips  of  fur,  which  have  been  fastened  on  his  fur  coat, 
by  one  of  the  ipirite^  which  the  natives  can  satisfactorily  vouch, 
were  not  attached  to  his   coat    previously    to   his   descent,    bui 
*hich  have  been  artfully  attached  to  it,  during  hi*^ 
*hience,   by  his  wife    or  his    Torngak.     He  then 
describe  the  result  of  his  mission,  and  of  course,  his 
victorious*     He  describes  his  battle  wilb  (he  evil  genii^ 
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terrific,  and  he  generally  produces  a  bloody  knife  or  some  otli#r 
equally  cogent  testimony  of  his  astonishing  prowesB,  and  of  tilt 
vengeance  which  he  has  inflicted  upon  the  recreant  spirtl.  In 
order  to  release  the  boars  from  her  controuL  he  found  it  nw^eg* 
sary  to  cut  off  the  lower  joints  of  her  four  fingers,  on  which  the 
bears  immediately  made  their  escape,  and  hastened  to  their 
natal  haunts  on  earth.  For  the  purpose  of  liberating  the  smU, 
it  was  deemed  requisite  to  cut  off  the  second  joints  ;  the  sm 
unicorns  were  to  be  liberated  from  their  thraldom  by  the  excisien 
of  the  upper  joints;  and  by  the  amputation  of  the  whole  hand.tlw 
whales  obtained  permission  in  revisit  the  enviable  shores  of  the 
Esquimaux.  Of  course  it  sometimes  happens  that  not  withstand- 
ing these  valorous  exploits,  the  animals  do  not  make  th#if  eir- 
pected  appearance^  but  a  cheat,  who  can  impose  upon  hii 
countrymen  with  such  fables  and  absurdities,  is  soon  able  to 
invent  others  of  a  still  more  monstrous  nature,  in  order  to  accoant 
^for  the  failure  of  any  of  his  exploits,  and  the  greater  the  ab<;iird- 
ity,  the  greater  is  the  belief,  which  is  attached  toil. 

The  crew  of  the  Victory  were  now  doomerl  to  lose  one  of  their 
most  eflBcient  members,    in  the  person  of    Mr,  James   Marsha, 
the  armourer,  who  had  been  long  indisposed  with  an  asthoivlie 
complaint,  which  of  all  others  was  less  able  to  withstand  tk* 
inclemency  of  an  arctic  winter.     Ho  died  on  the  20th  January .r 
at  half  past  nine,  without  a  strain  or  struggle.     For  a  few  nigbtS 
previous  to  his  death  he  had  enjoyed  some  repose,  and  by  the  adcBi— 
nistration  of  the  proper  cordials,  his  life  may  be  said  to  have  bee». 
prolonged,  but  no  hope  of  his  ultimate  recovery  was  entertaineck 
either  by  his  medical  attendant  or  any  of  the  crew.     He  mad^ 
his  will,  which  was  drawD  up  by  Mr.  Light   the  steward;  hi 
sister  Mary  Smith,  and  !ier  youngest  son  succeeding  to  the  wholr 
of  his  property.     On  the  following  <lay  two  of  the  crew  wer»^ 
employed  in  sewing  up  his  corpse,  whilst  others  waot  on  shaN»-^ 
to  di^  his  grave.     This  was  however  found  to  be  a  i^sk  of  w^ 
littlt  lifficulty,a8  with  the  utmost  exertion  of  the  crew,  they  could 
make  very  little  impression  on  the  j;  rouud  on  account  of  its  ei* 
treme  hardness  from  the  intensity  of  the  frost. 

Tlje  ship  was  visited  on  the  same  day  by  six  of  the  Esquimaux^ 
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>f  whom  had  never  been  on  board  before.  They  were  taken 
he  cabin,  where  they  appeared  literally  petrified  with  wonder. 
'  stared  about  them  with  all  the  vacancy  of  an  idiot,  and  their 
wandered  from  one  object  to  another, but  when  they  saw  their 
figures  in  the  looking*  glass,  they  uttered  the  most  extraordi- 
expressions  of  excessive  joy  and  astonishment.  One  of  them 
>ed  cautiously  behind  the  glass/expecting  to  find  the  object 
h  it  represented,  but  being  disappointed,  he  shook  his  head, 
advancing  forward  took  another  glance  at  his  reflected  figure, 
then  burst  out  into  an  extravagant  fit  of  laughter.  Their 
ht  was  taken,  the  tallest  was  found  to  be  five  feet  five  inches, 
the  shortest  five  feet  ono  inch.  The  average  herght  of  the 
lumaux,  maybe  considered  to  be  about  5  feet  5  inches;  the 
nen  are  in  general  shorter  than  the  men,  and  more  inclining 
besity. 

I  he  Esquimaux  had  scarcely  left  the  ship,  when  the  crew  were 
ilirated  by  the  appearance  of  the  sun^  his  upper  limb  rising 
utifully  on  the  horizon,  and  shining  for  the  period  of  twenty 
rates  with  all  his  lustre.  Beautifully  applicable  were  then 
words  of  the  poet: 

Thoa  art  O  God,  the  life  and  light 

Of  all  this  glorious  world  we  see; 
Its  glow  by  day,  its  smile  by  nighs 

Are  bnt  reflections  caught  from  thee. 
Where'er  we  turn  thy  glories  shine, 
And  all  things  bright  and  fair  are  thine. 

When  day  with  farewell  bram  delays 

Among  the  opening  clouds  of  even. 
And  we  can  almost  think  we  gaze 

Through  golden  vista^sinto  heayen; 
So  soft,  so  radiant,  Lord!  are  thine. 

When  night,  with  wings  of  starry  gloom, 

O'ershadows  all  the  earth  and  skies. 
Like  some  bright,  beauteous  bird,  whose  plame 

So  sparkling  with  unnumbered  eyes  ; 
That  sacred  gloom,  those  fires  divine, 

So  grandf  so  countless^ Lord !  are  tbiM 

»  2n 
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With  the  appearance  of  the  sun,  the  weathor  assumed  aa  ei*  H 
Iraordinary  degree  of  mildDess^  the  wind  blowing  from  the  south  H 
west,  and  the  crew  took  the  advantage  of  it  to  spread  ^ome  g;ravel  T^ 
on  the  ice,  ftir  the  purpose  of  making  a  walk  from  the  vessel  to  ^ 
the  land.  This  labour  was  hawever  in  many  respects  rendered  H 
fruit  less,  for  the  irruption  of  the  water  was  sometimes  so  sudden  H 
as  totally  to  cover  the  gravel,  which  under  those  circumstancei  H 
might  be  considered  as  wholly  lost,  H 

A  considerable  number  of  Esquimaux  visited  the  ship  on  the  H 
lUnd,  and  they  were  all  taken  into  the  cabin,  but  some  of  theoi  ■ 
evincing  a  strong  disposition  to  pilfer  whatever  they  could  slity  U 
lay  their  hands  upon,  Capt,  Ross  expressed    his  determination  H 
that  none  should  be  admitted  into  the  cabin  but  mider  particulsT 
circumstances,  and  then  not  in  a  body»  and  never  more  than  three 
at  a  time  ;  for  it  was   found  impossible  to  keep  such  a  vigilant 
eye  upon  them  as  to  prevent  some  of  the  things  from   being  car- 
ried away.     Some  of  these  natives  were  as  tall  as  5  feet  9  incbeSy 
while  others  were  as  diminutive  as  4  feet  9  inches.     The  oldest 
of  them  was  4t.  the  youngest  *IS. 

On  the*23rd,  a  most  beautiful  exhibition  of  the  Aurora  display- 
ed itself,  which  was  not  confined  to  one  part  of  the  horizon,  bat 
appeared    in    vivid  coruscations   in  every  quarter  of  it,    being 
equally  as  bright  in  the  south  as  in   the  north,  and   throwiog  a^ 
light  on  every  object  almost  equal  to  the  rays  of  the  sun.  ■ 

The  24th  being  Sunday,  was  the  day  appointed  for  the  burial 
of  the  armourer,  and  the  crew  were  called  to  breakfast  at  half- 
past  seven,  in  order  that  the  ceremony  might  be  performed 
before  the  Esquimaux  came  on  bond,  and  previously  to  th^ 
regular  service  of  the  day.  At  half-past  nine  the  whole  of  tbd 
crew  were  mustered,  and  part  of  the  burial  service  was  read; 
at  ten  the  corpse  was  carried,  attended  by  the  whole  of  the  crew 
to  the  grave,  and  although  none  of  the  gorgeous  and  emblazoned 
trappings  which  wave  over  the  putrid  remains  of  the  noble  and  the 
rich,  distinguished  this  humble  procession  ofthe  funeral  of  a  British 
sailor;  although  no  undertaker;  that  sickening  compound  of  exterior 
grief  and  inward  joy,  strutted  slowly  and  stately  before  the  eofpae» 
calculating  the  amount  of  his  gains,  and  the  best  possibld 
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of  enhancing  ihem  according  to  the  station  which  the  deceased 
held  in  life — although  no  funeral  bell  sounded  from  a  neighbour- 
ing church,  proclaiming  what  is  pompously  called,  to  the  worlds 
which  includes  the  circumference  of  quarter  of  a  mile,  that  death 
has  made  room  for  another  of  his  victims  on  the  the  earth^ — 
although  no  surpliced  priest  stood  bare-headed  on  the  briiik  of 
ihe  grave,  muttering  from  a  book  the  words,  which  he  has 
known  from  his  infancy  by  heart — although  the  earth  in  which 
the  corpse  was  to  be  placed,  had  not  been  consecrated  by  some 
lawn-sleeved  roitered  dignitary  of  the  church — yet  in  default  of 
all  these  supposed  necessary  and  indispensable  ceremonials, 
which  accompany  the  interment  of  the  individual,  who  dies  to 
tbe  dim  and  gloomy  curtained  chamber,  not  less  fervent  were 
the  prayers;  not  less  acceptable  in  the  eyes  of  heaven  were  the 
mde  and  simple  forms,  which  marked  the  interment  of  the  sea- 
man of  the  Victory  on  a  desolate  shore,  which  might  never 
again  be  visited  by  those,  who  placed  him  there,  or  by  one  who 
apoke  tbe  language  of  his  father-land,  and  where  he  might  sleep-i 
in  his  rugged  gra\e,  in  a  region  of  desolation  and  unbroken 
silenee,  as  soundly  as  those,  who  lie  mouldering  in  the  sculp- 
ture maasoleum,  or  in  a  royal  charnel  house. 

Arranged  round  the  grave,  which  was  only  2 J  feet  deep,  the 
erew  beheld  the  partner  of  their  toils  laid  in  his  last  resting 
place — no  coffin  enclosed  his  remains — no  gilt  escutcheon  told 
hit  name  and  age,  his  hammock  was  his  shroud,  his  pillow  a 
piec«  of  granite ;  the  latter  part  of  the  funeral  service  was  tead, 
the  grave  was  filled  up  with  coarse  gravel,  and  as  the  crew 
retraced  theix  steps  to  the  vessel,  they  might  say 

There  is  a  low  aad  loaely  place  of  reit 

Upon  wLoie  couch  ttic  woro  and  wearied  frame. 

Reposes  in  forgetfulnesa— and  there 

TTje  atrcaming-  eye  of  misery  is  closed 

III  8W(?et  and  dreamlesi^  clumber;   on  that  bed 

Tbe  painful  beatings  of  the  breaking  heart. 

Art  bushed  to  stillness;   and  the  harrowing;  P&agt 

Of  hopeless  agony,  are  felt  no  luore; 

Arvaiid  lh»t  silent  dwelling  place,  the  veil 
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Of  darkness  CQrtuins  closely-  ooC  i  Bigh 
Nor  tigfitefit  whisperio^  of  the  suiumcr  wind 
HtenU  on  thf*  breathlesH  and  eternal  calm, 
Which  o'er  thnl  rea^ion  spreads  its  canopy, 

Od  the  return  of  the  crew  to  ihe  ship,  divine  service  waspf 
farmed,    which  was  scarcely  finished  before  a  group  of  £sq« 
maux  were  seco  advancinqf  towards  the  ship,  araong-st  wh( 
was  Tullooachiu  on  his  wooden  leg,  and  who  appeared  to  be 
perfectly  at  home  with  his  new  acquisition,  that  he  at  times] 
the  start  of  his  couipanicms  ;  and  althouirh  the  road  which 
had  to  travel  on,  had  not  hud  ihe  advantage  of  Mr.  Mc.  Adai 
g^enius,   yet  in   despite  of  alt  its  ruggedness,  and  its   slippe 
nature,  the  wooden  leg  bore  him  stoutly  on,  and  he  seemed 
pride  himself  on  the  skill    with  which  he  managed  it.    1 
principal  motive  of  the  visit  of  the  E^^quimaux   was  to  dispo 
of  some  of  their  drosses,  which  were  obtained  by  some  of 
crew  for  a  vety  trifling  equivalent.     A  complete  suit,  and  ti 
pair  of  shoes  were  obtained  for  an  old  rusty  knife  and  a  (« 
hook,    but  so  determined    was  Capt.    Ross   to    monopuliE© 
himself  the  commerce   of  the  Esquimaux^    that  he  issued 
most  peremptory  orders  that  none  of  the  crew  should  purcbi 
any  of  the  articles,  although  in  many  respects  some  of 
might  have    been    highly   serviceable    to   them,    in  protectii 
them  from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather.     It  is  impossihip 
divine  the  motive  of  Capt.  Ross  for  having  recourse  to  thisstni 
prohibition,  nor  could  it  be  even  guessed  at  by  any  of  the  ere 
as  articles  of  trade  on  their  return  to  England,  they  were  coi 
paratively  speaking  of  no  value  whatever,  and  as  mere  specinK^I 
of  savage  ingenuity,  it  required  not  three  or  four  large  tubs  fol 
Oo  establish  and  coi^firm  the  axfom,  that  necessity  is  the  parefl 
of  mdustry.     A    certain   writer  has  said,    De  guxitbus  non 
disfutandum^  which  has  been  translated  for  us  by  one  of  the  EtoB 
scholars^  into,  "there  is  no  disputing  about  Capt.  Ross' liobby 
horses/*  although  some  of  them  it  must  be  owned  have  treated  l»in» 
rather  scurvily,  kicking,  and  reuriDg,and  plunging,  and  slarlin?' 
and  laying  him  at  last  almost  over  head  and  ears  in  a  quagmire* 
to  bo  pelted  at  by  every  one  who  took  a  fancy  to  the  sport. 
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In  his  first  voyage,  his  greatest  solicitude,  appeared  Ic  oe  la 
iibtttin  jHi^sessian  of  a  number  of  pieces  of  iron  ore ;  no  matter 
liow  poor  iu  the  precious  metal,  or  dimiuulive  in  size  ;  when 
liad  he  consulted  his  common  sense,  it  would  have  told  him, 
that  three  or  four  specimens  would  have  been  all-sufficient  to 
I'onvince  every  member  of  the  geological  society  that  he  knew, 
K;tTerence  between  lead  and  iron,  and  that  he  had  thereby 
u()etied  a  new  field  for  the  exertions  of  the  Emigration  Com- 
mittee by  despatching^  a  cargo  of  the  surplus  population  of 
England,  to  work  the  iron  mines  of  Lancaster  Sound.  A  single 
specimen  would  have  been  sufficient  to  stifle  the  invidious  sneers 
af  certain  indtviduah,  who 

**Ilating^  the  merit,  which  they  canDot  reach** 

pretended  in  the  plenitude  of  their  sagacity,  to  draw  a  parallel 
between  the  gold  ore  which  Capt.  Frobisher  brought  home  from 
marly  the  same  country,  to  dazzle  and  bewilder  the  eyes  of 
queen  Elizabeth,  and  her  suppliant  courtiers,  and  the  iron  ore 
which  was  brought  honie  by  Capt.  Ross,  for  the  meritorious 
purpose  of  proving  to  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  that  he  had 
diitcovered  something,  although,  it  was  not  exactly  the  object 
ri»r  which  they  had  sent  him  out,  as  well  as  to  convince  the 
good  people  of  England^  that  he  was  not  deficient  in  gratitude; 
as  in  return  for  the  gold  which  they  had  so  generously  bestowed 
upon  him,  he  had  brought  them  some  iron,  and  having  formally 
taken  possession  of  the  country  in  which  it  abounded,  in  the 
Itame  of  the  king  of  England,  he  had  conferred  no  little  boon 
Upon  his  country,  in  attaching  so  valuable  an  appendage  to  the 
Jritish  crown. 

In  his  last  voyage,  the  gallant  captain  mounted  a  different 
tind  of  hobby  horse,  but  which  in  its  nature  and  properties  was 
ktlier  more  extroordimiry  than  that  which  he  had  ridden  so 
Efnmerrifulfy  in  his  first  voyage.  His  first  hubby  horse  was,  al- 
hough  renuitely,  not  wholly  divested  of  utility,  for  although  he 
pigbt  not  have  BUCcoed«?d  by  his  eloquential  powers  in  persuad* 
ng  some  hold  ¥peoulalor  to  purchase  a  steato  engine,  for  ih© 
purpose*  ot  wr>rkin^  the  iron  opines,  which  he  \\ad  i\mtiX^it%?L, 
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yet  the  merit  of  the  discovery  was  not  a  tittle  the  less,  for  how 
was  he  to  be  held  accountabie  for  the  gross  stupidity  of  other 
people,  who,  allbough  he  had  so  cleaTly  and  perspicuously 
pointed  out  the  road  to  them^  by  which  inexhaustible  riches 
could  be  obtained^  were  yet  so  absolutely  blind  to  their  owd 
interest,  as  not  only  to  reject  the  golden  opportunity,  but  to 
treat  his  discovery  with  derision  and  contempt. 

It  is  however  a  very  rare  discovery  to  meet  with  a  great  genius 
who   is  not  also  in  many  respects  a  great  fool,  and   this  i^  said 
from  the  purest  spirit  of  charity  to  Capt.  Ross,  for  the  laudable 
purpose  of  putting  the  best  possible  construction  upon  any  act 
which  he  might  commit,  and  wliich  if  measured  by  the  regular 
standard  of  human  action,  might  carry  with  it  the  stamp  of  ex*     i 
treme  folly.     His  claim  to  the  possession  of  extraordinary  geniosfl 
has  been   established  in  many  instances  throughout  the  present 
work,  and  no  one  who  is  the  least  acquainted  with  the  resuiis  o(^ 
his  first  voyage,  will  expose  their  own  folly  so  much  as  to  dis*V 
pute  his  claim  to  be  ranked  amongst  the  most  eminent  of  Britains 
sons,  in  the  extent  of  his  maritime  discoveries*     Still  however 
it  would  bo  a  difficult  task  to  discover  in  what  particular,  whether 
in  the  aggregate  or  the  detail,  his  genius  displayed  itself  in  the 
collection  of  a  vast  number   of  Esquimaux  dresses,  and    olb^ 
articles  of  the   manufacture   of  the   country,  which  in  his  own 
could  not  be  attended  with  any  advantage  or  utility*  imlcss  bo 
had  in  his  own  mind  a  remote  intention  of  establishing  an  em- 
porium in  Monmouth  Street,  where  the  frequenters  of  masqueradoB 
and  fancy  balls ;  the  captains  of  the  Greenland  ships  and  all  future 
voyagers  to  the  Arctic  seas,  might  supply  themselves  at  once  with 
the  choicest  articles  manufactured  in  the  Esquimaux  country,  and 
where  they  could  depend  upon  them  being  genuine,  as  imp 
Let  it  not  however  be  supposed  that  Capt.  Ross  if^tands  sin 
the  world,  in   the   collection  of  an  almost  indefinite  number 
useless  articles,  for  he   is  able  to  appeal  to  the  acts  of  fiome  of 
the  gieatest  men  who  have  ever  adorned  this  or  any  other  countrv, 
as  an  example  and  excuse^  for  his  predilection  for  the  jack" 
trowsers  and  boots  of  the  Esquimaux  ladies.     Philip  the  oecoi 
of  Spam  was  a  collector  of  clocks  and  watches;  Sir  Isaac  Newtoi 
af  tobacco   pipes,    George  th%  tQwv\\,  ot  ^tQ^t  mad  virtucni 
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memory p  of  pictures  with  brass  pans  and  kettles  in  them. 
Alexander  the  First  of  Russia,  was  a  great  collector  of  animaU 
bomSj  and  althoug^h  be  knew  them  to  be  very  abundant,  be  never 
could  procure  a  human  one — the  present  princess  of  Hesse  Horn- 
burg,  the  immaculate  daughter  of  George  HK  brought  her  bus 
band  as  a  part  of  her  dowry  the  most  unique  collection  of  teapoU 
wbicb  ever  adorned  a  royal  mansion;  and  Dick  Suet,  the  actor 
considered  himself  the  richest  man  in  Europe,  in  the  collection 
of  his  wigs.  If  therefore  the  genius  of  a  man  is  to  be  estimated 
according  to  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  article  for  which  he  exhi- 
bits a  particular  partiality,  it  will  be  allowed  that  Capt.  Roa«» 
can  justly  rank  himself  above  royalty,  at  the  same  time  that  he 
oaa  be  indisputably  classed  with  the  last  mentioned  personage 
in  getting  up  as  good  a  farce,  as  ever  the  enlightened  but  credu* 
lous  people  of  England  were  called  upon  to  witness. 

On  the  26th,  the  Esquimaux  came  to  the  ship,  but  they  were 
not  allowed  to  come  on  board,  and  the  crew  were  strictly  pro- 
hibited from  purchasing  any  of  their  articles;  with  the  exception 
of  a  bow  and  arrow,  the  whole  were  purchased  by  Capt.  Ross; 
but  on  the  following  day  they  returned  to  the  ship»  and  the  offi- 
cers being  on  shore,  some  of  the  crew  took  the  advantage  of  their 
absence,  and  purchased  all  the  articles  which  they  had  brought 
with  them. 

On  the  27th,  the  wind  blew  almost  a  hurricane  from  the 
N.N,W.,  accompanied  with  such  heavy  drifts  of  snow,  that  the 
eye  could  not  discover  any  objects  at  the  distance  of  50  yards. 
In  the  midst  however  of  this  inclement  weather,  the  Esquimaux 
came  to  the  ship,  accompanied  by  their  wives  and  dogs,  but 
notwithstanding  their  urgent  entreaties,  they  were  not  allowed 
to  come  on  board.  It  was  a  matter  of  great  surprise  to  the  crew, 
to  observe  the  manner  in  which  the  Esquimaux  found  their  way 
back  to  their  huts,  when  from  the  state  of  the  weather  it  wus 
not  possible  to  see  fifty  yards  before  them,  even  the  marks  of  their 
eteps  in  iho  snow^  had  during  their  stay  at  the  ship,  been  com- 
pletely obliterated,  and  theru  was  not  a  single  object  which 
coold  indicate  to  them  the  track  by  which  they  liad  come.  The 
a|i|i€4irance  of  the  Esquimaux  in  this  snow  storm  was  Tomaniio 
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and  grotesque  in  the  extreme;  clad  in  their  dark  ve$tmenU»tb9^ 
appeared  in  the  midst  of  the  white  drifts  of  snow^  like  bo  mannri 
moving'  shadows  gliding  away  into  incorporality,  and  graduallf 
Tanishing  like  so  many  spectres  tjf  the  heath  into  airy  nothingne». 
It  was  observed  that  the  Esquimaiu  always  kept  their  dogs 
the  front,  urging  them  on  at  times  by  the  crack  of  their  whipSi 
and  it  was  then  conjectured  thit  it  was  by  the  scent  of  thoii 
animals,  that  the  natives  were  able  to  find  their  way  back 
their  huts.  It  must  have  been  by  some  power  of  this  kind,  th^ 
they  were  enabled  on  this  occasion  to  retrace  their  coarse,  fac 
no  one  but  an  Esquimaux  couH  have  endured  *'the  pelting  of  tb* 
pitiless  storm/'  or  would  have  dared  to  face  its  terrors,  with  tha 
chance  of  almost  inevitable  destruction  appearing  on  every  sid^ 
The  sagacity  however  of  the  suvage  tribes,  is  well  known  in  dis« 
covering  their  route  to  particular  points,  through  woods  whei 
human  footstep  never  trod  before,  and  it  is  effected  by  a  close 
attention  to  several  natural  phenomena,  to  which  the  creature  (^ 
civilized  life  would  pay  no  attention. 

Thus  the  savage  observes,  that  the  bark  of  a  tree  is  the  dark-< 
est  on  that  side  which  fronts  the  south,  and  he  directs  hifi  courso 
accordingly.  The  instinct,  however,  which  g-uides  the  Esqni 
maux  through  his  trackless  deserts  of  snow,  when  in  the  midw 
of  a  snow  storm,  or  one  of  those  dense  fogs  peculiar  to  the  countcji 
he  finds  himself  at  a  distance  from  his  hut,  is  one  of  those  pro- 
blems  which  has  not  been  satisfactorily  solved.  It  is  very  pruMi 
ble  that  some  truth  lies  in  the  hypothesis,  that  he  is  goided  Iq^ 
the  scent  of  his  dog,  but  then  this  can  only  apply  to  the  reUim 
of  the  Esquimaux  to  his  hut,  and  not  to  his  determination  to  re* 
pair  to  a  particular  spot  or  object,  such  as  the  Victor>%  for  here 
the  sagacity  of  the  animal  cannot  be  of  any  avail,  unless,  which 
is  not  very  probable,  the  Esquimaux  has  some  method,  peculiar 
to  himself,  of  imparting  to  his  dog  the  exact  object  to  which  it 
is  intended  to  direct  his  course.  The  most  inclement  weathef 
appeared  to  have  no  eflbct  upon  the  Esquimaux,  for  although  thfl 
wind  might  blow  a  hurricane,  driving  the  snow  in  dense  volume 
in  every  direction,  and  which  would  have  made  the  ^thmimXf^ 
European  cower  by  his  ingle  side,  as  if  his  immediate  detlh  Uy 
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liifi  exposure  to  it,  thp  liardy   nalivos  vote  con«tnnt  in  iheir 

«liilly  visits  to  the  ship,  alUuincrh  nn  one  of  the^e  DccaPions,  wi» 

f^lmll  have  phorily  lo  relate   ftomp  circumstarrcR,   which  do   not 

ibpeak  toudly  for  the  humanity  or  philnnthropy  of  llio   offieers  of 

the  Victory,  and  enpenially  where  a  parallel  could    he  drawn  of 

the  eonduci  of  the  rude  and  uncivilized  savages,  under  circum- 

Btanceeof  almof<ta  similar  nature.      It  may  lead  to  on  investiofation 

fif  the  gffealand  important  r|nej5>linn  whether  civilization  and  eduoa- 

ti on  have  a  tendency  to  soften  and  ameliorate  the  naturrilly  brutal 

dispositions  of  the  human  character,  or  whether  in  the  acquiBition 

of  ft  show  of  exterior  refinement,  llie  intrinsic  value  of  the  character 

becomes  so  corrupted  and  adulterated,  that  every  action  becomes 

mofe  0r  lefts  distinguished  by  deceit  and  hypocrisy,  and  the  chit>f 

ioleiit  of  the  life  of  a  civilised  being:  then  appears  to  be,  to  cheat 

and  over- reach  his  fellow-man. 

During  the  morning  of  the  %Hih,  the  wind  blew  strongly  from 
the  Dorth,  with  heavy  driving  snow,  but  notwithstanding-  these 
di5eoarao:ing  circumstances,  the  ship  was  visited  by  fifteen  Esqui- 
roati3C*  ten  men  and  five  women,  and  by  the  latter,  certain  indi- 
cations Tvere  given,  that  although  they  had  neither  dre»;geR  n.>r 
sktisa  to  barter  for  any  of  the  commodities  to  which  they  might 
take  a  fancy,  yet  they  were  nothing  loath  to  enter  into  a  certain 
private  negotiation,  by  which  the  crew  might  receive  the  best 
equivalent  which  they  had  to  give,  for  any  old  rusty  knife  or 
other  article  which  they  had  to  dispose  of.  There  are  certain 
words  which  have  a  peculiar  expression  attached  to  them*  wlien 
proceeding  from  the  mouth  of  a  beautiful  woman,  and  although 
UcatiDot  be  exactly  said,  that  the  Esquimaux  ladies  came  up  to 
•ny  ideal  which  the  crew  of  the  Victory  may  have  formed  in  their 
own  minds  of  feminine  beauty,  or  that  their  lips  were  fashioned 
lo  pronounce,  or  were  rendered  still  more  beautiful  by  the 
whisper  of  some  endearing  word,  «uch  as  my  dear,  my  duck,  or 
my  darling,  yet  when  the  word  koonig  issued  fron  the  mouth  of 
a  boxom  Esquimaux  dame,  there  scarcely  remains  a  doubt  that 
iho  sailor  to  whom  it  was  addressed,  would  have  liked  the  lips 
that  pronounced  it  better  had  he  understood  the  meaning  of  ft, 
bitt  6o  Itttlo  had  he  any  notion  of  the  real  signification  of  it,  tha* 
a  2  E 
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fcr  aught  he  knew,  it  might  have  implied  an  mvitaticn]  to  i 
samptuous  dinner  of  seal's  flesh,  and  whale*s  blubber,  or  a  forooal 
polite  inquiry  into  the  state  of  his  health.  The  expi'essioo  of  the 
word  was  also  attended  by  a  particular  motion  of  the  head^  which 
consisted  in  a  projection  of  the  nose  as  far  forward  as  possible^ 
but  for  what  purpose  the  gesture  was  made,  whether  indicatiTeof 
contempt  or  affection  was  a  problem  too  difficult  for  the  unediu 
cated  seaman  to  solve,  although  he  might  have  ranked  as  od^ 
the  most  adept  scholars  i/n  the  classical  gymnasium  of  the  Victory. 
We  know  that  in  certain  parts  of  the  Mongolese  country,  a  lw<«k 
of  the  nose  is  similar  in  its  meaning  to  our  shake  of  the  band, 
and  the  harder  and  more  severe  the  tweak,  the  moro  sincere  and 
ardent  is  the  esteem  which  is  entertained ;  it  was  certainlv  poosi* 
ble  that  the  customs  of  the  Mongol ese  might  have  penetmted  ai 
far  as  the  otmntry  in  which  Felii:  Harbour  was  situate,  but  still 
it  would  have  been  rather  a  dangerous  experiment  on  the  part  of 
a  British  sailor,  to  have  taken  an  Esquimaux  lady  by  the  oone* 
before  he  had  thoroughly  convinced  himself  that  it  would  be 
received  a?*  a  token  of  her  respect  and  esteem. 

In  the  mean  time  however,  the  solution  of  the  word  Itoani^  en* 
|*rossed  the  altention  of  the  sailors,  for  from  the  maonerin  whi 
it  was  whispersd  in  their  ears,  no  doubt  whatsoever  existed,! 
^ome  very  significant  sense  was  attached  to  it.  It  happen' 
that  one  of  the  petty  officers  of  the  vessel  had  acquired  a  dight 
knowledge  of  the  German  language,  and  imbued  with  the  spirit 
of  a  Johnson  or  a  Walker,  he  decided  that  the  Esqutmaax  word 
koonigt  was  evidently  derived  from  the  Gorman  word  koni^»  al* 
though  by  what  means  it  had  travelled  from  L&ipsic  totbe  cona^ 
try  of  the  Esquimaux,  appeared  like  the  very  object  of  which  be 
was  in  f^earch,  to  be  decidedly  undiscoverable.  The  sig'ntfiea* 
tion  of  the  German  word  is  a  king,  and  therefore  it  is  by  DO 
means  a  deduction  half  so  far  fetched,  or  so  extravagant  as  aooie 
of  the  etymologies  of  Johnson, that  the  Esquimaux  word  koonig. 
was  one  of  high  endearment,  signifying  most  probably  that  the 
individual  to  whom  it  was  addressed  was  the  king  or  chief  of  her 
affections ;  this  was  a  most  plausible  and  talented  conjecture,  trifl 
then  what  coiifttruction  was  to  be  put  upon  the  pouting  or  pro- 
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tfetion  of  the  nose  ?  this  was  a  direct  puzzler  to  the  whole  of  the 
iMpiiring  crew,  as  they  sat  in  their  smoke  dried  berth,  and  perhaps 
■Ad  the  question  been  propounded  to  them  by  their  domine,  of  the 
^Mnpoeition  of  the  nucleus  of  the  earth,  there  could  not  have 
ikiflted  a  greater  diversity  of  opinion,  than  was  expressed  on 
ffbe  momentous  question,  which  then  engrossed  their  undivided 
jlflention. 

Amongst  the  many  minor  subjects,  to  which  the  government  of 
icooDtry  directed  their  attention  in  the  fitting  out  of  theHecIa 
Fury,  was  the  selection  of  a  library  of  the  principal  books, 
treated  of  the  former  voyages  to  the  Arctic  seas,  and 
were  always   ready   at  hand   to  be   referred  to,  when 
'  difficulty  presented  itself,  or  when  an  explanation  was  re- 
ef any  of  the  habits  or  customs  of  the  several  tribes  of  the 
naux,  who  inhabited  the  country.     This  unfortunately  how- 
r  for  the  crew  of  the  Victory  was  not  the  case,  and  therefore 
'were  bereft  of  that  valuable  source  of  information,  which 
Id  at  once  have  relieved  them  from  their  present  embarrass- 
,and  have  served  them  as  a  guide  in  their  future  transactions 
1  the  Esquimaux  ladies, 
b  Chance  will,  however,  often  effect  what  the  most  studied  preme- 
fttion  and  diligence  will  never  accomplish :  the  sailors  had  never 
t  been  permitted  to  extend  their  walks  as  far  as  the  huts  of  the 
Dimanx,  and  therefore  they  had  never  yet  enjoyed  the  oppor- 
uty  of  observing  their  manners  and  customs  in  private    life, 
bow  far  they  differed  in  their  essential  character  from  the 
Dms  of  more  civilized  nations.     There  are,  however,  to  be 
I  amongst  every  people,  customs  of  nature  as  contra-distin- 
I  to  those  of  habit  and  education ;  and  there  is  one  belonging 
» the  former  class,  which  was  introduced  by  Adam  and  Eve,  ear- 
by  Noah  into  the  Ark,  and  which  has  descended  to  almost 
t  the  children  of  that  great  patriarch,  who  migrated  from  the 
'•irter  of  Babel  to  the  four  quarters  of  the  world,  and  which,  in  its 
•eral  practice,  it  will  be  universallv  -  *    "      ^,  has  been  the 
Wt  of  some  of  the  most  extraord  e  been 

ded  upon  the  globe.     It  has  bi 
10  pretend  to  be  learned  in  sur  * 
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toiD  is  not  kiKtwti  amongst  the  Esquimaux,  they  could  not  bavi 
been  inclutUul  in  those  tribes  who  wandered  frnm  BabeL  an^ 
therefore,  it  may  be  considered  as  a  direct  proof  that  they  tire 
original  people,  and  that  as  they  know  nothing"  ofth^  Tower  of 
Babel,  nor  of  the  customs  which  were  practised  th^r**,  it  follow^ 
that  the  Tower  of  Babel  knew  nothing  of  thera.  We  are  aware 
that  we  are  here  treading  upon  delicate  and  dangerous  g^round» 
for  if  the  custom  alluded  to  was  in  practice  at  the  time  of  Adam 
and  there  are  not  any  documents  existing  to  prove  that  it  w\ 
not«  and  taking  into  consideration  at  the  same  time,  that  it  i% 
direct  natural  habit,  we  are  entitled  to  draw  the  infereace,  that 
the  Esquimaux  must  have  had  an  Adam  and  Eve  of  iheir  own. 
whose  natural  habits  were  contrary  to  those  of  ours,  although  at 
the  same  time^  it  is  a  subject  most  proper  for  the  solenfin  and 
serious  investigfation  of  the  learned  raembors  of  the  Antiquarian 
Society,  whether  the  effect  produced  by  the  habit  natural  to  thi 
Esquimaux,  is  the  same  in  its  ultimate  bearings  and  relations, 
that  which  is  daily  and  hourly  witnessed  in  the  descendants 
that  particular  Adam  and  Eve,  of  whom,  for  many  I'ery  obvioi 
reasons,  we,  the  said  descendants  have  such  orood  and  great  rea^ 
son  to  be  excessively  proud  and  over-flowingly  grateful 

The  custom  which  has  given  rise  to  this  deep  and  erudite  pre* 
amble  or  exordium,  is  in  its  consequences  often  very  alarmin 
and  marvellous,  in  its  application  delightfully  sweet,  and  whic 
they  who  have  acquired  it,  feel  no  disposition  whatever  to  reli 
quish,  which  in  itself  shows  that  the  schoolmaster  with  his  marcl 
of  intellect^  has  got  before  him  a  task  of  no  enviable  a  nature,  in' 
his  attempt  to  cure  andcontroul  the  radical  and  itivelerate  tiabitA 
of  the  human  race,  no  matter  to  what  end  or  purpose  they  majf. 
be  directed. 

1*he  eccentric  Hugh  Arnot,  of  Edinburgh ♦  wrote  iin  essay 
Nothing,  and  on  the  other  hand,  we  know  many  men»  who 
written  an  essay,  in  which  nothing  was  to  be  futiud ;  we  are, 
bowi\ver,  under  a  certain  degree  of  alarm  that  weshould  beacconed 
of  a  circumlocutory  disposition  in  treating  of  this  peculiar  cu9* 
tnni  of  the  Esquimaux,  when  perhaps  the  subject  mig^ht  Isavo 
ocuu   handled   with  greater  conciseness  and  brevity,     [t  is  truti 
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na  arilhmelicttl  or  a  matliemalical  subject  may  be  treated  as 
iiknjil  ot'ofl*  hand  matter,  for  the  process  is  so  clear  and  distinct 
vilhoul  any  digre^siaus  or  wEDderings;  that  we  are  enabled  to 
h  upon  the  exact  time  when  we  shall  arrive  at  the  desired  pro- 
^4uel.  This  is  however  hy  no  means  the  case  with  the  product 
jfilhe  custom  which  is  now  immediately  under  our  discussion , 
f^  it  comes  sometimes  vecy  inopportunely  before  its  time,  and 
^metimes  after  its  time,  and  sometimes,  though  very  seldom, 
r  at  all.  There  is  again,  another  very  essential  difference 
een  an  arithmetical  suin»  and  the  custom  under  discussion, 
in  the  former  we  are  certain  at  arriving'  at  the  conclusion  that 
one  and  one  make  two,  but  the  result  of  the  custom  to  which  we 
illuje  is,  that  one  and  one  most  generally  make  three,  which 
iuu  puzzled  many  sophists  to  account  for»  who  never  troubled 
^tbeir  lieads  about  the  discovery  of  the  north  west  passage,  or  any 
rf  the  customs  of  the  people  who  migrated  from  the  Tower  of 
I,  to  take  up  their  residence  on  the  shores  of  the  Arctic  seas. 
8  may  be  considered  by  some  as  decidedly  heterodoxical, 
trenching  in  a  very  unbecoming  manner  on  that  most  sublime 
U  compositions,  the  Athanasian  Creed  :  but  the  depth,  the 
ivity»  and  more  than  all,  the  extreme  delight,  which  an  ad- 
ice  to  the  particular  custom  imparts,  sanctioned  and  approved 
\  as  it  is  by  every  noble  British  titaiior.  who  ever  reefed  a  sail 
weighed  an  anchor,  area  sufiicient  apology  for  any  prolixity 
ch  mdy  have  been  evinced  in  the  discussion  of  this  important 
wbject,  i 

It  must  certainly  be  admitted  that  there  are  certain  actions 
performed  by  the  human  race,  which  are  so  fixed  and  definite  in 
tbeir  operations,  and  which  may  be  considered  as  so  unusually 
appertaining  to  the  innate  dispositions  of  the  animal,  that  their 
exhibition,  whether  displayed  amongst  the  Japanese,  the  Pata- 
gonians,  or  the  Esquimaux  partakes  of  the  same  character,  and 
infoterned  by  the  same  rules  snd  principles.  We  are  indebted 
to  our  researches  into  the  Physiology  of  tiMy[^||L|be  important 
discovery  that  the  natural  operations  of  oatlB^^^^kii 
^ng  and  sleeping,  are  performed  very  near 
iK!^te  on  the  shores  of  the   Chinese  seas«  9 


ing,  walk- 
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sliures  of  Baffin's  bay  ;  l>ut  then  on  the  other  hand,  there  are  so 
others,  wl»ieh  are  performed  with  a  decided  difference,  and  yet 
the  effect  produced  ts  indisputably  the  same,  which  is  in  itself  a 
conclusive  illustration  ofthe  philosophy  of  Kant  and  Leibnitz, that 
two  opposite  cau^i^s  can  produce  the  same  effect.  A  direct  ex- 
emplification of  the  foregoing"  proposition  is  to  be  found  in  one 
of  the  customB  of  the  Esquimaux,  and  which  has  given  rise  to 
this  valuable  and  erudite  dissertation  on  the  innate  properties  of 
the  human  race.  The  custom  alluded  to,  and  which  so  deeply 
puzzled  both  the  learned  and  unlearned  individuals  comprising 
the  crew  of  the  Victory,  is  that  of  the  collision  of  lips,  vuljrarly 
known  by  the  name  of  kis^iug-.  ^iow  it  will  be  seen,  on  referring* 
to  the  dictionary  of  the  Esquimaux  langua^^e,  g"iven  at  the  end 
of  this  work»  that  the  word  koonig^  which  was  whispered  by 
some  of  the  Esquimaux  ladies  into  the  ears  ofthe  admiring  sailors 
ofthe  Victory,  implies  the  act  of  kissing,  and  had  the  ladies 
offered  their  lips  at  the  same  time  that  they  pronounced  the 
word,  there  is  perhaps  very  little  doubt  but  that  the  fiailors 
would,  as  it  were  by  a  kind  of  inspiration,  have  stumbled  upon 
the  meaning  of  the  word,  and  the  usual  labial  collision  might 
have  taken  place.  On  the  other  hand  it  must  be  observed  that 
if  one  of  tl»e  sailors,  more  enamoured  than  the  others^  had  shown 
any  indication  to  salute  the  lips  of  one  of  the  Esquimatix  ladies, 
according  to  the  manner  and  custom  of  his  own  country,  the  in- 
tent and  meaning  of  the  act  mi^ht  not  have  been  understood  by 
her,  and  further  that  she  would  have  been  equally  confused  tind 
confounded,  had  he  whispered  in  her  ears  the  word  kissing,  as 
he  had  shewn  himself  at  the  sound  ofthe  word  koonig.  Nature 
in  general  does  a  great  deal  in  these  cases,  for  the  act  of  kissing  \ 
is  not  acquired  by  the  mode  of  education  adopted,  by  either  Bell  fl 
or  Lancaster,  but  nature  was,  umlor  the  present  circumstances, 
completely  at  fault,  or  at  least,  she  had  not  rendered  her  instruc- 
tions so  clear  and  definite,  that  they  could  be  read  off  at  sight,  , 
without  the  immediate  interference  of  some  other  person  or  power  fl 
experimentally  versed  in  the  matter.  \ 

The  moment  was  however  near  at  hand  in  which  alt  the  dotibu 
and  surmises  ofthe  sailors  touching  this  weighty  matter,  was  to 
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Uly  satisfied^  and  this  was  on  the  occasion  of  aa  invitation 
given  to  the  Esquimaux  party^  to  favour  the  crew  with  a  specimen 
of  their  singing  and  dancing,  and  which  might  be  afterwards 
represented  on  the  boards  of  an  English  theatre,  as  a  contrast  to 
the  dulcet  tones  of  a  IVfaUbran,  or  the  s^ylphike  aerial  motions  of 
a  Taglioni.  It  was  not  until  after  the  most  pressing  entreaties 
had  been  made,  accompanied  by  tim  promise  of  a  handsome 
present^  that  tUe  choristers  and  figurantes  of  the  Enqutmaux 
Ddtion  could  be  induced  to  display  their  extraordinary  talents, 
and  the  party  were  accordingly  ushered  into  the  cabins  to  give 
a  «pecimen  of  their  agility,  and  perhaps  '*  to  crack  the  ears  of 
the  groundlings,*'  with  their  wide-swelling  notes  of  harmony  and 
of  concord*  The  women  placed  themselves  in  a  circle,  and  one 
man  in  the  midst  of  it,  who  commenced  the  song,  that  is  if  the 
most  unearthly  howl  that  almost  ever  burst  from  human  lips,  be 
worthy  of  being  denominated  as  such.  If  however  the  sounds  of 
the  accomplished  cantator  struck  upon  the  ears  of  the  astonished 
crew,  as  likely  to  burst  their  tympanums,  dreadful  was  the  effect 
when  the  deep  and  sonorous  voices  of  the  women  joined  in  the 
chorus,  each  striving  to  excel  the  other  in  the  altitude  of  their 
tones,  until  it  arrived  at  one  of  those  horrible  screams  which  are 
supposed  to  issue  from  the  mouths  of  the  damned,  on  their  first 
introduction  into  the  boiling  lakes  of  brimstone.  The  entranced 
auditors  had  hitherto  contrived  to  preserve  that  decorum,  which 
wa«  requisite  before  such  extraordinary  performers,  but  when  the 
la^t  groiit  and  sublime  cliorus  hurst  upon  them,  (to  which  the 
Hallelujah  Chorus  at  the  festival  in  Westminster  Abbey,  was 
like  the  sound  of  a  popgun  to  the  explosion  of  a  two  and  thirty 
pounder,)  then  all  further  ceremony  was  at  an  end,  the  hands 
were  applied  almost  instinctively  to  the  ears,  and  the  fares  of  the 
aaditors  became  distorted,  as  if  a  dozen  carpenters  had  been 
sharpening  their  saws  "  in  horrid  dissonance/^ 

Coming  on  Ute  ear^  lik«  siunds  infental. 
Startling  in  their  gravei  Uie  dead* 


Convinced  that  neither  Bunn  nor  Laporte,  nor  any  other  pur- 
veyor of  cantators  or  canlat-' 'jbs,  would  visit  the  Esquimaux  to 
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fielect  amongst  tliem  some  prima  doniia  to  warble  f(*rtli — Ak 
perdona  /  or  Tu  cite  accendi,  to  the  dukeltngs,  and  tordlitigi, 
and  grey  lings  and  foplings  of  the  Opera  House,  the  commander  o^ 
the  expedition  declared  himself  perfectly  satiffied  with  iheif 
cantatory  abilities,  and  it  certainly  follows  that  a  man  whobai 
had  enough  of  a  thing,  must  necessarily  be  fully  satisfied. 

During  the  confinement  of  Capt*  Parry  in  the  ice,  he  eMh- 
lished  a  theatre  in  which  the  beauties  of  the  English  drama  wirft 
represented,  and  most  ably  sustained,  to  borrow  a  theatric&l 
phrase,  by  the  whole  strength  of  the  company;  and  in  the  Noith 
Georgia  Gazette,  we  read  that  the  actors  performed  their  respect^ 
ive  parts  in  the  most  creditable  manner,  although  no  snarlia^ 
waspish  critic  sat  on  the  third  row  in  the  pit,  to  bestow  his  eeo- 
suro  or  his  approbation  according  to  the  weight  of  the  bribe, 
which  had  been  tendered  to  him.  Not  intending  however  intte 
most  remote  degree  to  cast  any  illiberal  or  severe  reflection  oii  the 
histrionic  talent  of  the  theatrirjil  corps  of  the  Heela,  which  burst 
forth  in  the  most  vivid  colors,  like  the  coruscations  of  the  aurow 
which  were  flashing  over  their  heads,  stilt  it  must  he  ackiiow- 
lodged  that  although  the  Hecla  company  might  have  acquired 
some  proficiency  in  their  new  profession,  by  tlie  dint  of  study 
and  applieationi  yet  that  the  theatrical  corps  which  performed  in 
the  cabin  of  the  Victory,  had  far  the  advantage  of  them  on  thft 
score  of  nature,  and  if  tlie  authority  of  Garrick  be  in  any  degnw 
valid  on  a  subject  of  that  kind,  it  is  impassible  for  any  indivi- 
dual to  become  a  great  actor,  unless  he  takes  nature  as  his  guide; 
not  that  the  tones  of  the  performers  of  the  Victory  could  hff 
called  naturals^  for  they  ran  into  all  the  wildest  and  most  diseord- 
ant  sharps  and  flats  which  were  ever  included  in  a  musictJ 
gamut;  but  still  it  was  nature— downright  unsophisticated  natu«^ 
in  its  most  genuine  and  unadulterated  RG*n8e,no  Lanza  nor  Liveratl 
had  been  at  their  elbow,  to  determine  the  question  of  how  many 
octaves  their  voices  could  sustain,  and  solfa-ing  them  from  the 
highest  to  the  lowest,  until  they  arrived  at  the  deep  deep  G  ^ 
Miss  Love,  or  by  what  other  name  timt  delightful  warbler  m'*)' 
be  known.  Taking  therefore  all  these  circumstances  iDtt>ottr 
serious  considerationj  we  cannot  he  accused  of  an  unbecH^minj? 
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partiality  in  awarding^  the  meed  of  preferenco  to  the  theatrical 
orps  of  the  VictoTy,  for  in  our  judjgrements  we  have  generally, 

though  perhaps  not  universally, been  inclined  to  award  the  decree 

ito  nature,  loarin^  art  to  move  for  a  new  trial,  with  the  liberty 
o  challennre  every  Esquimaux,  who  is  glaringly  deficient  in  every 

tnmg  wnich  nppertains  to  art,  a»  an  unfit  person  to  form  one  of 

the  Jury. 

We  will  not  take  upon  ourselves  to  insinuate  that  Capt.  Ross 

iB  Stage  manager  of  the  theatrical  exhibition  on  board  the  Vic- 

iiry,  manifested  the  slightest  intention  to  follow  the  example  of 

the  manager  of  the  Opera  House,  or  that  when  he  had  determined 

that  the  performances  should  lake  place,   he  hud   so  far  an  eye 

pon  the  system  adopted  in  that  theatre*  as  to  order  that  the 

iipera,  or  the  singing  was  to  precede  the  ballot  or  the  dancing, 

for  we  are  by  far  too  careful  of  the  fame  and  reputation  of  Capt. 

Rn^s,  and  which  in  spite  of  all  contradiction  has  been  mostespe- 

mlly  evinced  in  Uie  progress  of  thi*i  work,  as  to  attach  to  him 

he   stigma  of  following  in  the  track  of  othern.  when  Iiis  own 

rreat  and  commanding  genius  was  in  itself  all  sufficient  to  strike 

>utan  original  course  for  himself;  in  the  present  instance  the  re- 

life,  it  may  have  been  the  effect  of  mere  chance,  that  the  ballot 

Df  the  Esquimaux  was  to  succeed  the  opera,  and  accordingly, 

nUbuugh  neither  Spagnolotti  nor  Mori  was  present  to  lead,  nor 

n   fiict  was   there  any    proscenium  to  draw  up;    the   dancers 

irmnged  themselves   in  their  proper  order,  and  the   Taglioru, 

olio  wed  by  the  Brocard  and  ElRler,  and  all  the  corps  de  ballet 

M'ere  ready  to  display  their  graceful   motions  bef«»re   the  great 

commander  of  the  Victory,  and  his  enraptured  crew.     Had  the 

ishop  of  London,    or  the    Rev.  Edward  Irving;   had   Jeremy 

Taylor  or  John  Wesley  been  present,  they  might  have  gazed  at 

Ih©  exhibition,  without  the  sliglitest  wound  being  in6icted  upon 

ho  extreme  delicacy  of  their  feelings— no  tourbillons  nor  oirouett- 

ngf  was  to  be  seen — no  circumvolution  of  the  petticoats,  until 

hey  resembled  one  half  of  the  unfortunate  cylinders,  which  were 

hen   imbedded   in  the  ice;  they  would    only  have  seen  a  huge 

of  human  flesh  covered  with  seal  ftkin,  attempting  by  a 

idden  jump  tn  get  nearer  to  heaven,  and  then  coming  dowjt 
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n^nm  with  tk  force  which  ihreaten^d  in  iir^ak  in  the  floor  of  dw 
Victory*  «nd  precipitate  both  fi|>eclators  and  perfunnen?  in  one 
undti^in^uisbable  masft  into  the  hold  helow. 

The  fiM*t  of  TajcrUont  were  never  heard  to  touofi  the  ^rouM 
the  steps  of  Mercandotti  were  scarcely  audible,  but  ^riniooi 
heaTens  and  all  ye  worshippers  of  Terpischore— tell  us,  thm 
great  navigator  of  the  Arctic  seas,  what  were  the  feeUji<p-*- 
what  were  the  sensatioTis  which  thrilled  through  thy  every  uerre, 
as  with  thy  straininio:  vision  ihou  didst  behold  the  figurantes  of 
thy  corps  de  ballet,  throwing  out  their  legs  first  lo  the  right  aiH 
then  to  the  left,  then  fore  and  aft,  like  the  pendulum  of  a  doflH 
and  then  giving  a  bound,  shade  of  Vestris  forgive  us  1  for  thy  wP 
known  hound  was  a  m<?re  hop  to  it;  and  then  alighting  on  (ke 
floor  like  the  monkey  fatliug  on  the  pile,  or  the  rammer  of  ik 
pavior  on  tlio  gmnite  stone,  accompanied  also  with  the  nsoil 
sonorous  and  harmonious  grunt,  like  the  deep  diapason  note  rf 
the  organ,  though  varying  in  the  intensity  of  its  sound>  ttceoMt 
ing  to  the  pulmonary  ability  of  the  danseuse.  A  pause  io  lh» 
dancing  suddenly  took  place,  expectation  was  on  the  stretdki^ 
ascertain  what  was  forth  coming;  the  furrows  on  tbebroiral 
the  commander  increased  wonderfully  in  depth,  and  his  dark  wai 
shaggy  eyebrows  bristling  terrifically  over  his  sunken  eyei,  h- 
spoke  the  internal  commotion  of  the  man;  Felix  Harbour oeitf 
saw  the  like  beforehand  centuries  will  most  probably  elapse  befcM 
it  will  see  the  like  again.  To  those  who  have  paid  the  slighteit 
attention  to  the  operations  of  nature,  it  would  be  superfluoi^Mfl 
us  to  remark,  that  previously  to  any  great  act  or  exertion  oraP 
part,  she  generally  sinks  into  a  state  of  repose,  as  if  it  weT<?h<^ 
disposition  to  collect  all  her  scattered  powers,  in  order  to  mM^ 
her  to  endure  the  approaching  commotion,  A  calm  is  proverbiaUf 
iodicative  of  a  storm  ;  Vesuvius  is  generally  at  rest  previously  to 
an  eruptioUi  and  non  magna  componere  parva,  which  Winf 
Anglicised  moans,  that  a  sprat  should  not  be  compared  witli^ 
if^hale  ;  Capt.  Ross  was  assuredly  at  rest  before  he  paddle*^ 
away  with  his  steam  engine  to  break  the  ice  of  BaflS^n^s  Bay. 

Not  a  leg  nor  limb  moved  of  the  whole  corps  de  balUtr  wM 
on  a  sudden  a  piercing  cry  of  koonig,  koonig,  koonig^  is8u«d  tt^ 
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mmih,  aud  as  the  spectators  had  asceruilned  the  meaniii^ 
I  worcl»  it  was  expected  that  the  Ups  would  meel  in  sweet 
Ijoion,  and  pruve  the  finale  of  the  cntertainmeni:  ;i:real  and 
ive  however  was  their  Rurprise,  when  instead  of  the  lips 
bfferedf  their  squat  and  ugly  noses  were  projected  towurds 
DCher,  and  having  given  to  each  others'  nose  a  certain 
im  of  friction,  the  ceremony  of  kissing  was  completed 
IV©  been  infonned,  for  we  do  not  profess  to  write  from  tiuv 
kal  experience  on  a  subjeet  of  so  delicate  a  nature,  that  in 
let  the  European  method  of  kissing  may  be  compared  to  the 
on  of  two  clouds  cliarged  with  electrical  matter,  a  flame  is 
bned,  which  runs  through  the  whole  frame,  and  which 
t  be  afterwards  quenched  by  any  exertion  of  the  acting 
^,  and  were  the  whole  fire  brigade  of  the  metropolis  tn 
I  to  their  assistance.  Acting*  upon  this  information,  which 
\ve  some  rea*?on  to  believe  is  founded  on  truth,  we  have  felt 
lincihle  denire  to  ascertain  whether  the  same  effect  be  pro- 
by  the  enlli«ion  of  tho  noses  of  the  EsquimauXi  as  by  the 
Son  of  the  lips  of  the  Europeans;  and  whether  the  feeling 
b  excited  be  more  or  less  intense  according  to  the  size  of 
>se,  or  to  the  degree  of  friction  that  may  be  used.  If  the 
r  be  the  case,  what  a  universal  favourite  would  our  old 
^Bardolph  have  been  amongst  the  Esquimaux  ladies,  and 
n^wkenbergius,  the  extreme  magnitude  of  hts  nose  would 
tendered  him  irresistible.  In  familiar  parlance  in  this 
y,  it  is  common  to  say  of  an  individual,  who  takes  upon 
f  the  character  of  a  Paul  Pry,  he  pokes  hU  nose  everywhere ; 
iaX  might  be  the  consequence  if  an  Esquimaux  were  to  poke 
te  everywhere,  or  even  to  allow  his  neighbour  to  poke  his 
wherever  he  pleased.  Were  the  Esquimaux  blessed  with  a 
^f  law,  or  cursed  with  lawyers,  some  business  might  result 
lis  indiscriminate  and  licentious  habit  of  poking  the  nose; 
events,  the  necesj«rly  i^  obvious  to  every  ii  t  \vhf» 

into  foreign  countries  to  mak'^  himself  am  with 

itomft  of  the  natives  as  soon  as  pusHible,  or  f  *nv 

m  most  serious  offence,  when  none  whatever 

hf«tanc<?,  it  was  possibhr  1  *  Ross  \ 
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have  pt>ke<l  his  nose  further  rbto  the  face  of  a  newly  marrii 
Esiquimiinx  lady  than  might  have  been  agreeable  to  her  husl 
without  however  the  slightest  intention  einstiog  on  his  pari 
offering  her  one  of  his  chaste  salutes,  and  certainly  it  willlj 
allowed  by  all  who  have  had  tlie  happiness  of  seeing  it,  that  ll 
nose  of  the  captain  in  by  no  means  of  that  tmaeemly  make,  as  a 
perhaps  to  have  raised  some  desire  in  the  breast  of  the  Eaquimui 
ladtGB  to  enjoy  the  delight  of  a  rub  of  it.  It  must  further  be 
posed  that  the  same  diversity  of  taste  may  exist  amongst  ik 
Esquimaux  ladies,  in  regard  to  the  pecttliar  shape  of  the 
which  is  to  come  into  collision  with  their  own,  as  we  Eu 
exhibit  ourselves  in  the  choice  of  the  lips  which  we  may  a 
kiss,  for  whilst  one  affects  the  full  and  pouting  lips, 
affects  the  thin  and  cherry  one»  and  similarly  may  it  be 
tuled  with  the  EKquimaux,  for  whilst  one  may  prefer  the 
snub  nose,  another  may  give  the  preference  to  the  large  ai 
one  which  adorns  the  countenance  of  Capt*  Ross.  The  methd 
of  kissing  amongst  the  Esquimaux  had  however  now  beea  dii 
covered  by  the  crew  of  tlie  V  ictory,  and  some  informaUoo  i 
extant,  that  they  at  times  took  advantage  of  the  Jiscovtf) 
although  it  was  observed,  to  the  great  credit  of  the  Eaquimaui 
ladiefl,  and  as  a  decided  proof  of  the  extreme  delicacy  of  thei 
tastes^  thai  they  manifested  a  great  degree  of  reluctance  to  pef 
form  the  ceremony  of  kooniging,  with  those  who  were  addie&ol 
to  the  hi  thy  habit  of  snuff  taking, 

it  has  been  said  by  Isaac  Iselia,  who  penetrated  deeper 
the  physiology  of  man  itian  any  other  philosopher  ancient 
modern,  that,  in  a  rude  uncivilized  state,  man  seldom  exhibit 
any  examples  of  wit  or  humour ;  a  pun  or  an  epigram  from 
Ashantee  or  an  Esquimaux  would  indeed  be  considered  as  a  \\W 
rary  phenomenon,  and  certainly  we  could  not  expect  amonfH 
the  members  of  either  of  those  nations,  to  meet  with  an  editor  d 
the  Comic  Annual,  or  of  Figaro.  There  is  however  one  baW 
peculiar  to  the  Esquimaux,  in  which  some  humour  is  oxhibiwJi 
and  that  is  in  the  aptitude  in  which  they  applied  their  ntokotAl^ 
to  the  officers  of  the  ship,  according  to  the  different  characU** 
which  they  exhibited,  and  which  shewed,  that  not*.vithatandii>fr 
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their  natural  ignoraDCd  and  iotelleclual  darknes^j  there  was  a 
degree  (\(  shrewdnesd  about  them  iw  catching  up  the  traits  of  the 
character  of  those  with  whom  they  aseoeiatedj  tiod  there  is  little 
doubt  but  that  the  character,  which  ei^ery  cue  bore  in  his  tribe 
crotild  ix^  some  ciegree  have  been  gathered  fruna  the  name  which 
hod  been  bestowed  upon  him.  To  Capt.  Ross  ibey  gave  the 
soubriquet  or  nickname  ot  Puluath,  which  signifies  a  raven,  and 
vmrious  reasons  were  assigned  for  the  application  of  this  epithet, 
first. that  a  certain  degree  of  resemblance  existed  in  some  of  their 
exterior  parts,  particularly  in  the  beak  and  the  nosOi  and  further 
having  ascertained  that  he  was  the  chief  or  governor  of  the  whole 
crew,  as  well  as  nearly  the  largest  in  corporeal  magnitude^they 
befowed  upon  him  the  name  of  that  animal,  which  is  nearly  the 
largest  with  which  they  are  acquainted,  that  goes  upon  two  legs, 
although  it  must  he  allowed  that  the  ^lowand  solemn  gait  of  the 
Captain  bore  no  affinity  whatever  with  the  hop,  skip,  and  jump 
of  the  raven.  It  is  also  said  that  the  tones  of  the  Captain  s  voice 
are  not  the  most  musical  which  have  been  known  to  issue  from 
ktiman  lips,  and  which,  therefore  on  account  of  their  hoarseness, 
mtght  have  reminded  the  Esquimaux  of  the  croaking  of  the  Ra- 
▼en:  on  the  other  hand,  however  it  ^ as  affirmed  by  those«  who 
pretended  to  have  investigated  the  nmlter  deeper  than  any  other 
person,  that  the  epithet  of  the  raven  was  not  applied  to  the  Cap- 
tain from  any  exterior  resemblance,  which  might  exist  between 
the  two  bifieds,  but  that  it  originated  in  a  similarity,  which  dis- 
played itself  in  some  of  their  natural  habits,  and  particularly  in  a 
kind  of  ravfTiOvs  appetite  which  is  displayed  by  bolht  whether 
il  be  a  mess  of  putrid  wimle  s  blubber  on  the  one  part,  as  the 
lawyers  have  it,  or  a  haunch  of  a  rein  deer  on  the  other  part. 
Another  versinn  ho^  ever  of  the  cause  of  the  soubriquet  was  given, 
in  which  it  was  attempted  to  be  proved,  that  the  alleged  ravenous 
appetite  of  the  Captain,  had  no  reference  whatever  to  any  vora- 
city which  he  might  evince  when  seated  in  his  cabin  before  his 
foaitted  hare  or  grouf^e.  but  that  it  referred  exclusively  to  the  most 
imTenous  appetite  which  he  had  exhibited  to  appropriate  to  him- 
•elf  all  their  jackets,  trowsers,  mittens,  boots  and  other  para- 
phernalia of  dress,  and  which  appetite  there  a|ipeared  not  the 
^ligltr^l  pro^jjcct  of  opj  oasiug. 
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To  Commander  James  they  applied  the  epithet  of  Aiigliecock, 
which  implies  the  bold  hunter ;  atid  to  Mr.  Me'Diarmid  the  tor^ 
gecn^  they  gtive  the  oame  of  Tookloo  or  the  reindeer^  oaaccoimi 
of  tho  lightness  and  agility  of  his  motions. 

With  the  return  of  the  sun,  the  officers  were  enabled  toextattd 
their  excursions  further  into  the  country,  and  Commander  Rosa, 
was  sometimes  absent  from  the  ship  for  three  or  four  days  lege 
iher;  in  fad  the  whole  extent  of  geographical  discoTery 
accomplished  by  that  officer,  Capt,  Ross  himself  taking  no  pAft 
nor  interfering  in  tlie  slightest  degree  in  any  of  the  expeditioas 
that  were  planned  for  penetrating  into  the  interior  of  the  couotrj, 
We  shall  have  occasion  in  a  subsequent  part  of  this  work  to  ea 
large  upon  the  most  extraordinary  and  contradictory  evidence, 
which  was  given  on  this  subject  before  the  committee  of  th« 
House  of  Commons,  by  Capl.  Ross  and  his  nephew,  in  which  vsch 
of  thorn  gave  a  statement  so  diametrically  opposite  to  the  other, 
and  so  varying  in  some  of  the  most  essential  points  appertaining 
not  only  to  the  general  conduct  of  the  expedition,  but  also  to  tbt 
extent  of  the  discoveries  Uuil  had  been  made,  that  it  is  impo^- 
ble  for  both  of  them  to  appear  in  the  public  estimation  as  touU/ 
exonerated  from  falsification;  at  the  same  time  it  must  be  ad- 
mitted that  the  evidence  of  Capt.  Ross  is  corroborated  by  Mt. 
Booth,  whereas  that  of  Commander  Ro^s  has  nothing  but  hii 
own  immediate  affirmation  to  stand  upon.  As  one  proof  of  l^* 
extraordinary  discrepancy  which  distinguishes  tlie  evidence  w 
Capt,  Ross  and  his  nephov^;  the  latter  was  asked  if  he  accow 
panied  his  uncle  on  the  expedition  to  the  Arctic  seas  as  seuono 
in  command,  to  which  Commander  Ross  repliedi  that  he  Jifl 
not  go  out  precisely  as  second  in  command,  but  in  a  great  mea- 
sure sharmg  with  Capt.  Ross  the  chief  command,  tfiat  is  tof^fl 
he  had  the  entire  direction  of  the  navigation  of  the  ship,  HlH 
out  being  under  Capt,  Ross*  command. 

To  those  who  have  been  accustomed  to  consider  Capt.  Rof»^ 
the  conductor  of  the  expedition,  and  to  whom  all  the  merit  is  10 
bo  given,  if  merit  there  be,  of  any  of  the  discoveries  that  i^*'^ 
made^  the  following  evidence  of  Cojnmander  Ross  will  be  f^eni*^ 
with  some  surprise, 

Comnmndi'f    Ro-s    wa^   uf^tvL-d,    what   wa*  tU*     naiui<    .  - 
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agreetneDt  under  which  you  embarked!  in  the  expediiioD  with 
Capt.  Ross  il  There  was  no  written  ag^feemeot,  no  specific  ag^ree- 
ment*  but  it  was  quite  iiDderstood  that  having  been  so  long*  em-* 
ployed  on  former  similar  voyages.  I  best  underetood  the  nature 
af  the  navigation  of  those  seas,  and  therefore  that  I  should  render 
0oroe  important  assistance  to  him  in  his  undertaking. 

Was  any  stipulation  entered   into  with  Mr.   Booth   for  yoi* 

ing  personally  on  the  expedition,  as  a  condition  of  his  assist- 
e  being'  given?  Mr.  Booth  said  to  me,  that  it  depended  only 
on  me  whether  or  not  he  would  then  decide  whether  the  expedi- 
tion should  go  or  not.  "  If,^  said  he,  "you  decide  that  you  will 
accompany  the  expedition,  I  will  decide  that  the  expedition 
shall  go,  but  if  you  hesitate  to  say  whether  you  will  accompany 
il»  I  must  also  hesitate  to  decide.^* 

What  portion  of  the  duties  devolved  upon  you  in  the  progress 
of  the  expedition  ?  The  conduct  of  the  ship  was  entirely  en- 
trusted to  my  care*  I  certainly  conducted  the  expedition  from  Us 
commencement  to  its  termination, 

Tn  the  various  surveys  which  took  place,  what  part  did  yott 
take  of  the  geographical  discoveries  made?  The  whole  extent 
of  geographical  discovery,  is  perhaps,  between  six  and  seven 
hundred  miles  of  new  land;  out  of  that  six  or  seven  hundred 
miles,  probably  about  twu  hundred  miles  were  discovered  by  the 
whole  expedition  in  the  ship  ;  the  remaining  four  or  five  hun- 
dred miles  were  discovered  by  myself^  in  the  conduct  of  parlies 
detached  from  the  ship :  those  expeditions  were  severally  plan- 
ned and  conducted  by  myself. 

Capt.  Ross  not  accompanying  you?  Capt.  Ross  not  accom- 
panying me. 

Did  you  personally  make  the  observations  from  which  you  in- 
ferred you  had  discovered  the  true  position  of  the  north  magnetic 
pole  i  I  did  ;  for  two  years  previous  to  the  time  1  went  to  the 
magnetic  pole,  I  was  engaged  in  observations,  necessary  to  de- 
termine its  exact  position;  having  ascertained  and  determined 
that  exact  spot,  I  then  conducted  a  party  to  the  point  so  deter- 
mined, and  there  I  made  a  series  of  observations,  by  which  I 
mscertained  that  to  be  the  exact  position  of  the  magnetic  pole. 
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Capt,  Ross  in  a  previous  part  of  the  evidence,  slated  that  tht 
magnetic  pole,  or  in  other  words,  the  position  where  the  hori- 
zontal compass  has  no  power  of  traversing  to  any  particular  pobt, 
i»  in  longitude  about  96^  4T,  and  that  the  area  to  which  the 
situation  of  it  ha»  been  reduced,  is  about  one  mile. 

As  all  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  discovery  of  tba 
true  position  of  the  magnetic  pole,  will  be  detailed  at  full  length 
in  a  subsequent  part  of  this  work,  we  shall  now  return  to  tb« 
examination  of  Commander  Ross,  as  it  will  appear  by  hi?  avU 
dence,  that  the  conduct  of  the  e?cpedition  was  performed  ia  i 
most  extraordinary  manner,  for  the  Victory  in  same  degree  re- 
sembled the  town  of  Brentford*  when  two  king«i  sat  on  the  thront* 
who  were  coequal  in  power  and  authority,  and  neither  of  them 
responsible  to  the  other  for  his  actions. 

The  evidence  of  Commander  Ross  thus  continues,  and  which 
is  deserving  of  the  most  particular  attention. 

Did  you  conduct  the  observations  in  Geology,  Natural 
History  and  Botany.  Such  observations  as  were  made  upon  thoie 
subjects  were  of  course  conducted  bv  myself. 

When  you  say  you  conducted  them,  do  you  mean  that  they 
were  confided  to  you  by  Capt.  Ross !  No,  they  came  to  me  y 
a  natural  consequence,  I  was  the  only  person  who  at  all  undit* 
stood  the  nature  of  those  subjects,  but  I  was  not  ordered  to  unJw- 
take  them,  /  never  received  an  order  of  any  kind  from  o^ 
person  in  that  expedition. 

You  say  that  you  and  Capt.  Ross  were  coequal  ?  No,  I  do  DOl 
hSLj  we  were  quite  coequal.  I  say  I  was  not  under  his  commandi 
l^it  I  do  not  mean  to  say  I  had  the  same  voice  as  he  had. 

You  did  nut  look  upon  yourself  as  under  his  command?  Ct^ 
tainly  not,  !  would  not  have  gone  out  under  such  circumstancei. 

Had  you  any  authority  over  the  men  ?  I  had,  but  it  was  root 
of  huhit  perhaps  than  any  thing  else. 

Could  you  have  changed  the  course  of  the  ship  without  tli€ 
authority  of  ('apt.  Ross  f  Yes,  I  have  frequently  done  so,  but  if 
Capt.  Ross  had  thought  proper  to  have  found  fault  with  any  tliiflg 
I  did*  all  I  should  have  said  would  have  been,  **you  must  iu  fuiun 
conduct  the  expedition  /ourself '' 
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If  you  and  bo  had  differed,  jau  have  no  doubt  which  would 
have  beeo  obeyed  by  the  men  ?  It  would  not  have  been  right  ii 
me  to  have   disputed  that  point  with  him,  I  never  s]iouUI  bave^ 
thought    proper  to  have  continued  in  command    of  the  ship,  if 
Capt.  Ro8fi  wished  to  assume  the  command. 

With  vour  experience  of  naval  matters  in  cases  of  danger,  do 
you  consider  it  possible  there  should  be  two  officer^  nf  coequal 
power  ?  No,  the  command  must  devolve  on  one  person. 

On  whom  did  it  devolve?  In  all  eases  it  de%^olved  upon  roe,  as 
respecting  the  conduct  of  the  ship 

The  question  did  not  arise  between  you  and  Capt.  Rose?  No, 
it  was  quite  understood  between  us  before  we  sailed. 

What  was  understood?  That  I  should  conduct  every  thing  my- 
eelf,  Capt.  Ross  might  have  said  if  he  chose,  "I  do  nit  approve 
of  this  or  that/*  and  then  I  could  only  have  said,  "  you  must 
conduct  it  yourself,  both  cannot  do  so," 

That  beiDg  impossible,  a  deference  to  the  one  or  the  other 
hein^  required,  who  paid  the  deference?  Certainly  I  should 
immediately  have  yielded,  but  then  from  that  moment  I  should 
liAve  ceased  to  command,  and  left  him  to  conduct  the  expedition 
himselt 

From  whom  did  you  consider  your  authority  to  emanate  ?  From 
Mr.  Booth, 

Do  you  account  for  this  divided  authority  in  the  ship  from  your 
connexion  with  Mr»  Booth;  did  you  consider  yourself  as  represent- 
ing the  more  immediate  interest  of  Mr.  Booth  in  llie  ship?  No, 
not  at  all. 

You  have  said  that  Mr.  Booth  would  not  have  engaged  in  the 
•?3Cpedition  unless  you  were  a  parly  to  hi  1  did  not  say  he  would 
oot,  I  only  repeated  the  converstaion  between  him  and  myself; 
lie  ^id  if  I  hesitated  to  go,  he  would  hesitate  to  say  whether 
the  expedition  should  go  or  not. 

Had  you  an  opportunity  of  personal  participation  in  any 
specific  service  to  the  expedition,  by  which  you  consider  that  the 
ij%*es  of  the  people  were  preserved  ?  I  do  not  know  that  I  should 
quite  say  tliat  I  did,  but  certainly  it  was  esRential  to  the  f^afety 
of  the  people,  that  I  should  leave  them  on  one  occasion.  Accom- 
IQ  to 
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panted  by  two  of  the  strongest  of  the  party,  I  advanced  toirftrds 
the  Fury's  stores,  to  see  whether  they  were  there  or  not,  forbad 
they  gone  there  without  finding-  the  provisions,  the  whofefff 
nearly  the  whnle  parly  must  have  perished,  hut  by  my  going  ami 
returning  with  a  supply  of  provisions,  I  enabled  them  to  reach 
the  Fury^s  etores. 

What  would  have  been  your  own  fate  if  you  had  not  foond 
the  Fury*s  stores i  I  should  still  have  subsisted  on  my  own  perso- 
nal exertions,  but  I  could  not  have  rendered  assistance  to  others. 

The  preservation  of  discipline  was  perhaps  a  circumstance 
most  necessary  on  such  trying  occasions,  for  the  preservatioQ  of 
the  lives  of  all  parties  concerned,  some  cases  of  insubordination 
might  have  arisen  probably  f  There  were  trifling  circumstaoce* 
of  insubordination,  but  very  trifling. 

Did  not  Capt,  Ross  himself  on  those  occasions  exert  a  eon- 
trolling  power? 

They  seldom  went  to  Capt  Ross,  they  generally  came  to 

Do  you  not  recollect  any  case,  in  which  Capt.  Rosa  exert^il 
his  controlling  power  under  rather  trying  circumstances {  / 
remember  one  circumstance^  after  we  had  abandoned  our  ship 
in  which  Capt.  Ross  did  exert  his  controlling  power,  tut  it  *•• 
only  on  one  occassion. 

Was  not  very  prompt  decision  necessary  on  that  occasioot 
Yes,  certainly. 

State  what  Capt*  Ross  did  upon  the  occasion  *  I  was  not  pff* 
sent  upon  that  occasion,  and  only  heard  of  it,  I  am  not  aware 
of  the  circumstances. 

We  shall  give  a  full  account  of  this  circumstance  in  m  proper 
place,  when  the  reason  of  Commander  Ross  for  not  giving  4W 
explicit  answer  to  the  question  proposed  to  him,  will  be  at  onc# 
apparent.  As  it  is  now  given,  it  carries  with  it  the  appearance 
of  a  direct  evasion  ;  he  was  fully  aware  of  the  circumslaocej*-^ 
he  was  also  aware  that  Capt.  Ross  exerted  his  power  on  ifi* 
occasion,  but  when  pressed  by  a  member  of  the  comraitt^e, 
to  state  the  conduct  of  Capt.  Ross,  he  evades  the  quest ioa  hj 
declaring  that  he  was  not  present,  and  therefore  was  not  nwtW 
of  the   circumstances.     This  is  however  not  the  only  cats  In 
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wbtch  a  decided  iodlspositioD  was  shown  to  give  the  tnfuimatioii 

which  was  required,    and    ia  some   instances   where    it    was 

Uterall^  impossible  that  any  ignorance  should  exist  \  the  motive 

is  obvious,   but   where  a  grant  of  money   was  asked    from  the 

lie   purse    for  the   performance    of  some    eminent    service,    the 

public  had  a  right  to  demand  to  know  the  full  extent  of  that 

tervice,  and  any  attempt    at  concealment  of   any   information 

on  which   the  claim  to   remuneration   or   reward  w^as  founded, 

fthould  have  been  visited  by  withholding  the  recommendation  to 

the  House    of    Commons  to  advance  the  sum  proposed,  until 

such  time  as  the  information  had  been  given.      We  shall  say 

respecting  the  proceedings  before  the   committee  of  the 

of   Commons,    when    the   immediate   circumstances    for 

H  was  dp  pointed  >  come  under  our  consideration.      In  the 

,n  time   however  we   ^hall  proceed   to   expose   the    contra- 

lory  evidence   which  was  given    by    Commander  Ross   and 

t*  Ross,  respecting  the  actual  command  of  the  expedition, 

ttx  according  to  the  evidence  of  the  former  he  did  not  coik- 

tider   himself   under    the    command    of  Capt.    Ross,   and  that 

be  was  in  fact  so  far  independent  of  him,  that  if  Capt*  Ross  had 

interfered  in  any  of  his  regulations  or  conduct,  he  would  have 

ed  from  the  management  of  the  expedition  altogether.     On 

lis  subject  however  the  two  commanders  could   not  possibly 

ve  understood  each  other,   or   they   must   have  assumed   one 

character  on  board  the  Victory,  and  another  in  the  committee 

roora  of  the  House  of  Commons.     We  certainly  do  know  from 

own  sources  of  private  information,  that  Commander  Ross 

far  as  the  discoveries  extended,  not  only  geographical,  but 

filosophical,  was  the  life  and  soul  or  the  expedition,  and  that 

it  not  been  for  his  scientific  observations,  the  Standard  of 

niliam  the  Fourth  would  not  have   been  planted    on  the  trua 

tiiion  of  the  magnetic   pole  ;    Capt.  Ross  admits  in  his  evi- 

I,  that  he  was  not  within  forty  miles  of  it,  but  perhaps  the 

<QCKmtry  would  have  entertained  a  higher  opinion  of  his  personal 

^^r^  and  professional  talent,  had  he  gathered  the  laurels  of  the 

dUcovery  himself,  and  thereby  given  immortality  to  his  name* 

With  the  view  of  confirming  or  refuiing  the  evidence  v)f  Com- 
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maoder  Ross  in  regard  to  the  rank,  which  he  held  on  board 
Victory,  Capt.  Ross  was  rft-*^xamined  by  the  commiltee,  and  tfjt 
first  question  that  was  put  to  him  was : 

With  regard  to  the  command  of  the  expedition^  you  consider* 
ed  yourself  in  command  from  beginning;  to  end?     Certainly. 

Did  you  consider  yourself  in  command  of  Commander  Ross  ai 
well  as  the  others?     Certainly. 

You  considered  him  as  nnder  your  orders  i     Yes. 

Did  any  agreement  take  place  between  you  and  him  before 
you  started  ?  No,  he  said  that  he  would  agree  to  the  agreement 
but  it  was  never  put  into  execution. 

What  was  the  understanding?  The  understanding  was,  (bat 
he  was  to  go  as  second  in  command. 

It  was  not  a  jont  command  ?  Not  in  my  idea,  certainly*  1 
would  never  enter  on  a  joint  command  with  any  one  ;  there  can 
but  be  one  commander  on  board  a  ship. 

When  Commander  Ross  left  the  ship,  dia  he  go  aecording  lo 
his  own  direction?  I  gave  him  unlimited  power  to  do  as  be 
found  be^t,  for  that  must  always  be  done  in  an  unknown    region. 

The  authority  emanated  from  you!  Yes.  he  could  not  bav^ 
gone  without  my  permission. 

Had,  throughout  the  expedition,  Commander  Ross  the  Com- 
mand of  the  ship  ?  Never,  but  under  my  orders,  I  allowed  him 
to  do  the  duty  as  first  Lieutenant,  I  gave  him  the  commaod« 
which  I  conceive  a  first  Lieutenant  ought  to  have,  but  he  has  no 
right  to  say  that  he  had  a  joint  command  with  rae. 

The  first  Lieutenant  of  a  king's  ship  takes  the  command  I  Yei 
and  carries  on  the  duty.  I  had  other  things  to  do  in  many 
respects,  and  he  had  power  to  wt^rk  the  ship,  and  put  her  aboot 
without  reference  to  me. 

The  responsibility  rested  with  you  {     Yes, 

Was  he  amenable  to  you  for  disobedience  of  orders!  II 
would  have  been  mutiny. 

Do  you  think  it  possible  that  Commander  Ross  should  h«f 
imatrined  he  had  an  independant  command  I  It  was  impos^ibl 
he    must  have  known   discipline  better  than  to  suppose 
could  be  two  commanders  in  one  ship. 
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Did  Cororaander   Ross  ever  assert  an  independence  of  your 
conatnand  *     There  were  circumstances  of  that  nature  arose,  but 
I  immediately  took  that  part  which  prevented  their  Tecurrence. 
You  uniformly  asserted  your  own  authority  as  the  commander 
of  the  ship  ?  Yes,  in  every  case,  when  it  came  to  a  desperate 
case,  I  saw  the  necessity  of  taking  nobody's  advice,  and  acted 
on  my  own  decision.     I  never  asked  him  a  question  except  on 
some  rock,  whether  to  go  on  this  or  that  side :  I  refer  to  the  period 
when  we  abandoned  the  ship;  it  was  life  and  death  with  us  then, 
and  I  found  I  was  more  called  on  to  uphold  my  authority  than 
I  had  been  before^  and  I  was  always  present  with  the  people* 
In  the  other  case  it  was  necessary  to  give  Commander  Ross  more 
command,  because  he  was  absent  from  me  with  part  of  the  crew. 
There  was  one  particular  instance  when  the  men  demanded  to 
know  what  I  was  going  to  do,  and  I  said  I  would  not  condescend 
to  tell  them,  but  they  were  to  obey  my  orders,  and  that  the  first 
man  that  refused  it  must  answer  for  the  consequences,  and  I  heard 
no  more  of  it. 

He  received  no  distinct  authority  from  Mr,  Booth  ?  None  what- 
ever, he  does  not  even  know  of  my  agreements  with  Mr,  Booth, 
he  never  saw  them. 

The  expeditions  he  undertook  were  undertaken  at  your  sugges- 
tion? Entirely  of  my  suggestion,  be  did  not  even  knew  Mr, 
Booth  until  I  introduced  him. 

Had  Commander  Ross  refused  to  accompany  you,  should  you 
have  gone  ?  I  should.  _ 

Would  Mr. Booth  have  consented?  Certainly  he  would. 
It  is  impossible  to  reconcile  the  evidence  of  Capt.  Ross  and 
Commander  Ross  on  any  grounds  of  even  comparative  truth,  and 
cartainly  had  the  latter  been  able  to  make  out  his  case  according 
to  the  testimony  i^hich  he  gave,  there  scarcely  remains  a  doubt 
that  the  proposed  grant  would  not  have  been  recommended  by  the 
committee,  fur  it  would  have  divested  Capt.  Ross  of  the  principal 
feature  of  his  claim.  The  following  examination  of  Mr,  Booth 
will  shew  that  Commander  Ross  must  have  been  actually  labour- 
ing tmder  a  delusion,  in  supposing  that  any  authority  was  dele- 
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g«ted  1o  him  by  that  ^entleomD,  or  that  he  was  to  be  considered 
io  the  slightest  degree  as  holding  an  independent  command  m 
the  rfiip.  The  eTideoee  of  Mr.  Booth  is  altogether  interestiog, 
as  it  throws  considerable  light  up>on  the  origin  of  the  expedition, 
at  the^ame  time  that  it  places  him  in  the  rank  of  the  mostnm- 
nificent  patrons  of  science  which  this  country  has  produced. 

Being  asked  if  he  entertained  any  objection,  to  state  the  cir- 
cumstances which  first  induced  him  to  undertake  the  charge  (J 
the  enterprise,  which  Capt.  Ross  commanded,  he  replied,  notia 
the  least,    I  had  knawn^  he  said,  Capt.  Ross  for  some  years,  and 
I  undertook  it  for  the  credit  of  the  country,  and  to  ser¥e  CapV 
Ro88^  thinking  that  he  was  slighted  in  his  former  expedition; 
and  on  account  of  some  ill  mUured  reports  which  were  circulated 
anonymously  against  him»  I  conceived  that  there  was  a  clod 
hung  over  him,  and  he  was  anxious  for  the  opportunity  of  goinj 
out  again.     The  first  time  he  applied  to  nie,  we  were  lookii^ 
over  the  globe,  and  he  was  explaining  to  me  what  he  had  don» 
before;    I  felt  interested   that  all   discoveries   should  bo  made 
by  our  countrymen,   and  I   really  wag  then  excited^   and  WM 
sorry  that  another   expedition  was  not  appointed  to  go  oi 
explore  the  northern  regions.     He  said  he  should  like  very 
to  have  the  opportunity  of  going  oat  again,  but  that  go 
ment  would  not  send  out  another  expedition.    I  said,  I  reg 
very  much  if  that  were  the  case,  but  did  he  know  it  for  a 
tainty  f     He  said,  not  exactly,  but  I  will  endeavour  to  asceri 
He  then,  I  believe,  had  some  private  communication  with 
Melville,  whether  he  thought  they  should  do  so  or  not,  (this 
in  the  year  18*17,)  and  Lord  Melville  said,  there  was  no  in' 
ion,  at  present  of  sending  out  any  further  expeditions,  but 
could  not  say  what  they  might  do  hereafter.     Capt.  R068 
said,  I  should  like  very   much  to  go  out  agaiut  and  I  ih 
could  do  It  at  a  small  expense:  I  saiJ,  well  then,   put  do 
and  let  me  see  what  you  call  a  small  expense.     He  after wardt 
brought  mo  a  paper  containing  his  calculations,  making  it  ftbotf^ 
£10,000,  I  said,  I  should  have  no  objection  to  advance  £\OflOf} 
if  that  be  the  utmost  sum  required,  but  I  said,  I  will  noteogi) 
in  it^  because  there  is  £*10,000  reward  for  any  person*  who  sIm, 
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liseover  the  passage,  and  it  would  look  Yeiy  much  as  though 
I  had  an  object  in  view,  I  think  it  was  a  twelvemonth  aflor 
fhat  be  came  to  me  and  said,  now  it  is  all  ovf?r,  the  reward  of 
£20,000  is  done  away  with,  and  there  is  no  cliance  of  an  expe- 
lition  going"  out  again.  I  ihen  said  to  him,  I  am  glad  of  it, 
ind  that  if  he  wanted  me  to  assist  him  I  was  wilting  to  do  so ; 
e  was  amazingly  delighted;  on  which  I  told  him,  I  will  assist 
^ou,  but  remember  it  must  be  in  tlie  utmost  confidence,  and  F 
will  not  do  anything  that  is  inimical  to  government*  I  asked 
lita^  how  we  could  find  out  whether  that  would  meet  their 
pprobation,  unless  he  were  to  mention  the  whole  circum- 
itance,  and  I  said  I  shall  not  do  anything  udIcss  it  is  kept  a 
profound  secret.  He  then  informed  rao  that  Lord  Melville 
was  his  friend,  and  he  thought  he  could  mention  it  to  him  in 
confidence,  and  ask  him  if  there  would  be  any  objection  to  a 
private  individual  fitting  out  such  an  expeditinti,  Lord  Melville's 
iMwer  was,  that  he  could  not  see  any  objection,  and  that  if 
there  were  any  small  things  lying  at  Woolwich  from  the  former 
xpeditton,  that  would  be  of  service  to  him,  he  should  like  very 
much  to  forward  his  views.  It  was  suggested  there  should  be 
Iwo  ships  and  a  second  was  fitted  out,  (the  John,)  but  the  erew 
pt  that  vessel  mutinied  in  consequence  of  the  great  delay  that 
liftd  occurred,  and  they  proceeded  on  %vithout  her  ;  the  proceeds 
from  the  sale  of  this  vessel  were  £1800,  therefore  my  advance 
tiow  rests  between  £17,000  and  £18,000.  During  the  absence 
tof  the  expedition  I  maintained  the  men's  wives,  expended  about 
JE380,  which  has  been  since  stopped  from  the  men  out  of  the 
payment,  which  has  been  made  to  them  by  government.  i 

A  member  of  the  committee  here  asked  Mr.  Booth,  To  whom 
lid  you  give  the  command  of  the  expedition  ?  To  Captain  Rose, 

Captain  Ross  was  the  sole  commander  ?  Yes,  he  was  the  sole 
ommander,  with  liberty  to  appoint  whom  he  pleased  under  him ; 
[  only  said,  let  them  be  men  who  will  be  of  great  service.  I 
eft  the  command  entirely  to  him. 

Did  you  make  any  stipulation  that  Commander  Ross  should 
ceompany  hira?  No,  it  was  the  wish  of  his  uncle,  which  T 
faoogbt  a  very  natural  one;  his  uncle  said,  he  was  not  doing  any 
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thiog,  and  was  a  clever  young  man,  and  if  I  had  no  objectiao, 
he  should  like  him  to  accompany  him,  as  it  might  obtain  hli 
promotion. 

Had  Commander  Ross  refused  to  go,  would  you  have  seot  the 
ex[tftdition?     Certainly  I  should. 

If  Captain  Back  had  beeu  selected  by  Capt.  Rosa,  would  he 
have  been  equally  acceptable  to  you  ?  Most  undoubtedly  ;  I  left  il 
to  Capt,  Ross  to  appoint  whom  he  pleased  to  accompany  him. 
With  regard  to  Commander  Ross,  after  I  was  introduced  to  him, 
I  told  him  I  was  delighted  to  think  he  was  going,  he  having  beet 
out  in  the  former  expedition,  and  having  been  in  the  Fury  whtn 
she  was  lotit,  I  thought  he  would  be  of  infinite  service  to  the 
expedition. 

The  result  of  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Booth  must  be  considered 
as  a  direct  corroboration  of  that  given  by  Capt.  Ross,  and  cod- 
sequently  a  full  contradiction  to  that  which  was  given  by  Coai- 
mander  Ross.  It  establishes  the  point  irrefutably,  that  Capt.Row 
was  in  possession  of  the  chief  and  sole  command  of  the  expedi* 
tion,  and  that  Commander  Ross  could  not  regurd  himself  io  aoj 
other  character  than  that  of  a  subordinate  officer. 

To  return  to  pur  narration  of  the  expedition ;  on  the  dOth  the 
weather  being  moderate,  with  light  winds  from  the  S.S.W,;  * 
party  of  Esquimaux  were  observed  approaching  the  ship,  bul«« 
it  was  not  the  intention  of  Capt.  Ross  that  they  should  come  ^ 
board,  he  with  Mr,  Mc'Diarraid  set  out  to  meet  thero,  aoi 
accompanied  them  back  to  their  huts,  with  the  exception  of 
Tullooachiui  who  had  privately  brought  an  arrow  as  a  preset 
to  one  of  the  crew*  He  was  allowed  to  proceed  to  the  ship 
where  he  staid  about  three  hours,  amusing  the  crew  with  somi 
of  his  antics  on  his  wooden  leg,  on  which  he  now  appeared 
be  as  completely  at  home  as  on  his  natural  one. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  party  at  the  huts,  not  a  single  native  wft» 
to  be  seen,  for  with  the  return  of  the  sun,  the  fishing  season  hw 
also  commenced,  and  the  seals  began  to  emerge  from  their  sub* 
marine  dwellings  to  take  their  customary  rambles  on  the  !<*• 
For  the  purpose  of  enticing  the  seals  to  a  particular  place,  tM 
Esquimaux    make  a  large   hole   in  the  ice,  in   the  imniwil«^ 
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ifictmij  of  which  they  sit  cowering  with  n  patience  that  might 
serve  as  an  example  to  the  juvenile  ang^ler  ;  for  the  uninitiated 
abserver  would  take  the  farm  of  the  Esquimaux,  to  be  some  fixed 
and  unftbapen  mass, having  neither  life  nor  animation,  so  mlent  i^ 
the  anxious  creature  in  watching  every  motion  of  the  water,  with 
the  hope  of  heholding  the  projecting  snout  of  the  animal,  which 
la  to  furnish  so  dainty  a  meal  to  the  fortunate  captor. 

Notwithstanding  the  many  rebuffs  v^  hich  the  Esquimaux  had 
endured  relative  to  their  reception  on  board  the  ship,  not  a  day 
elapsed  scarcely  without  ftome  of  them  paying  a  visit,  and  bring- 
ing with  them  some  of  their  nmrufdctured  articles,  apparently 
with  the  view  of  being  restored  to  the  favour  and  the  privileges 
which  they  had  formerly  enjoyed.  On  the  31st,  a  great  number 
came  to  the  ship,  amongst  whom  was  the  mother  of  Tullooachiii, 
a  very  aged  woman,  whose  chief  intent  in  visiting  the  vessel  was 
to  obtain  a  sight  of  the  individual,  who  had  rendered  her  son 
such  an  essential  service  by  tlie  manufacture  of  the  wooden  leg. 
The  carpenter  was  no  sooner  pointed  out  to  her,  than  the  aged 

ly  threw  her  arms  around  him,  and   began  the  ceremony  o^ 

onigiug,  with  as  much  fervour  and  ardour  as  she  might  havi^ 
evinced  in  her  more  juvenile  days;  she  fondled' over  him  as  if 
he  had  been  some  dear  relative,  whom  she  had  not  seen  for 
tt  lapse  of  years,  and  in  Iter  wild  unsophisticated  manners  the 
observer  of  human  nature  might  have  learned  the  lesson,  that 
the  virtue  of  gratitude  belongs  not  exclusively  to  the  civilized 
creature,  but  that  it  is  equally  to  be  seen  in  its  genuine  brightness 
in  the  f^now  hut  of  the  P>quimaux,  or  the  wigwam  of  the  Indian. 

This  day  being  the  sabbath,  the  crew  were  called  to  divine 
aiervice  at  10  o'clock,  and  in  their  abRence  the  female  part  of  the 
tribe  returned  to  their  huts,  but  the  men  remained,  and  as  soon 
as  the  service  was  over,  they  joined  the  sailors  on  the  ice  playing 
with  them  at  foot  ball  and  leapfrog,  and  certainly  nothing  could 
be  more  ludicrous  than  their  rude  attempts  at  jumping  in  the  latter 
gmme,  in  which  they  were  greatly  imj>eded  by  ih«  particular 
make  of  their  clothes,  which  would  not  permit  them  to  take  the 
ncceeaary  stride  with  their  legs,  so  as  to  clear  the  back,  over 
which  they  bad  to  jump.     It  must  also  be  supposed  that  thu 
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sailors  were  not  sparing  in  their  tricks  upon  tliem,  for  wkiekl 
reason  they  were  often  seen  rolling  over  and  over  like  the  I 
of  their  country,  and  by  their  extreme  awkwardness,  affbi 
an  infinite  fund  of  amusement  to  the  mic^chievous  crew.  Inl 
game  of  faot-ball  the  slippery  nature  of  the  ice  occasioned  mio 
disasters,  and  in  the  extreme  eagerness  of  the  natives  toobtainil 
kick  at  the  ball,  they  often  met  with  tho^e  accidentii,  which  wi 
well  calculated  to  excite  the  risibility  of  their  playmates, 
in  their  turn  they  had  often  a  laugh  at  the  sailors,  when  the/l 
stumbled  into  a  pool  of  w^ater,  or  were  laid  sprawling  on  thil 
ground,  from  their  inability  to  maintain  their  footing  on 
slippery  surface.  When  the  games  were  concluded,  the 
requested  leave  to  accompany  the  natives  to  their  huts» 
decided  refusal  was  given*  The  bearing  of  the  huts  fro 
ship  was  direct  north  east,  but  although  they  were  permitti 
take  an  excursion  into  the  country,  they  were  directed  tu  I 
tbeir  course  south  west.  They  however  were  no  sooner 
sight  of  the  ship,  than  they  gradually  veered  round  towards  1 
south  and  the  east,  until  they  came  in  sight  of  the  huts,  but, 
fear  of  detection  they  dared  not  venture  into  their  imme 
vicinity.  Whilst  they  were  taking  a  view  of  the  wide] 
desolate  region  around  them,  they  perceived  a  dog  belooj 
the  Esquimaux  barking  at  something  behind  a  bank  of  snoti 
which  one  of  the  females  proceeded  from  the  hut  to  ascertain 
cause  of  the  violence  of  the  dog,  when  she  discovered  it 
bear  in  his  winter  harbour,  which  immediately  made  to  war 
and  seized  her  by  the  leg ;  furlunalely  the  natives  came  i 
assistance,  and  she  escaped  from  her  perilous  situation  with  i 
a  slight  wound  on  her  head.  The  Esquimaux  were  not  lo 
despatching  the  ferocious  animal^  and  they  bore  him  bon 
triumph. 
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7^  following  is  the  scalf*  of  (he  Temperature  of  (he  exterior 
Atmosphere  for  the  month  of  January   1830. 


Hixh«a 

Lowest 

Uighest 

Loveat 

iiiffbeet 

AboTC 

Jmn, 

Uelow 

Abfjve 

Bdow 

Above 

Bdow 

I 

164 

15 

18 

S5 

324 

23 

a7 

34 

9 

31 

15 

iir 

3d 

86 

34 

33 

38 

S 

n 

11 

H 

40 

36 

35 

37 

201 

A 

la 

7 

15 

3d 

38    ' 

36 

81 

37 

5 

9 

5 

16 

42 

36 

37 

39 

15 

G 

t5 

14  1 

n 

43 

ST 

38 

94 

17 

7 

11 

7 

la 

80 

10 

99 

93 

17 

8 

33 

li 

19 

S3 

9 

80 

30 

204 

9 

99 

21 

so 

89 

94 

31 

33 

38 

'     10 
11 

86 
3 

34 

2U 

SI 

93 

40 

m 

91 
35    1 

'. 

The  month  of  Febmary  set  in  with  an  intensity  of  cdW, 
which  precluded  almost  every  kind  of  out  door  work ;  the  ice 
was  found  to  be  6  feet  and  a  half  in  thickness;  and  at  one  parti-^ 
rular  time,  the  therraometer  was  45  degrees  below  Zero,  making 
77  degrees  below  the  freezing-  point.  In  spite  how*ever  of  th% 
inclemency  of  the  weather,  the  Esquimaux  visited  the  ihip 
every  day,  and  on  one  occasion  the  man  accompanied  them*  who 
stole  an  article  from  the  cabin,  but  he  performed  the  act  with 
an  much  dexterity  that  the  loss  was  not  discovered  until  some 
lime  after  his  departure  from  the  ship.  He  now  came  with  his 
face  bound  upland  evidently  suflb  ring  under  great  pain.  Capt.Ro88 
considered  thin  to  be  a  good  opportunity  to  obtain  restitution  of 
the  stolen  property,  and  he  worked  upon  the  credulity  of  the 
thief,  by  assuming  the  chanulcr  of  the  physician,  and  after 
pretending  to  ini>pcct  the  dii^cacd  part,  and  performing  somo 
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other  of  tlie  torn  fooleries  which  are  enaeted  by  ihe  nieml>ers  d 
the  medical    profession  in    the  enlij^ljteried  Island  of  Enghiml, 
he  very  gravely  informed  his  patient  that  his  malady  was  lo  be 
attributed  to  no  other  cause   than  that  of  havings  purloin«*d  ao 
article  which  did  not  belong  to  him,  and  that  his  sniffering'f*  were 
to  be  considered  as  a  direct  punishment  for  so  flagitious  an  act. 
The  cure  however  came  next  into  consideration,  and  atthougli 
Capt*  Ross  put  on  the  portentous  gravity  of  the  physician,  eon* 
traeting  his  eyebrows  and  appearing*  as  if  he  were  thinking:  <'f 
saving  the   world   from  a  f^econd  delufre,  so  abstracted  did  he 
stand  in  thought,  yet  he  difl^red  from  the  practice  of  the  Engliifl 
physicians,  for  his  prescription  referred  not  to  either  an  emetic 
an  aperient  bolus,  but  he  informed  his  wonder-stricken  patieot 
that  no  eiiance  whatever  remained  of  his  recovery  until  he  had 
restored  the  stolen  property,  on  the  contrary  that  his  paina  would 
increase  daily  in  their  poignancy,  and  he  would  be  rendered  for 
eVer  after  incapable  of  killing  a  seal  or  enjoying  the  flavor  of 
the    flesh  of  the  rib  of  a   walrus.     These  Capt.  Ros«  knew  to 
be  two  of   the  greatest  privations,    which  an  Esquimaux   c«n 
undergo,  and  he    therefore    politically    selected  thera,    as  most 
likely  to  work  upon  the  ignorance  and  credulity  of  the  untutored 
savage,  w  ho  after  having  looked  upon  him  for  some  minutes  with 
the  eye  of  astonishment,   mingled  with  an  expression  of  fear, 
darted  away,  and  taking  the  direction  of  the  huts,  was  soon  out 
of  sight.     A  patient  of  this  kind  would  cut  a  sorry  figure  within 
the  bills  of  mortality  of  the  metropolis,  or  rather  a  physician 
within  the  )i<ame  district  would,  indeed,  cut  a  most  lamentable 
appeartiiice  if  his  patient  after  receiving  his  advice  and  prescrip* 
tion.  instead  uf  lodging  a  sovereign  in  the  palm  of  his  hand,  were 
to  take  to  his  heels,  and  in  the  most  unceremonious  manner  It^are 
him  to  the  enjoyment  of  his  own  company.      If  however  tba 
talent  and  ability  of  a  physician  are  to  be  estimated  accordiof 
to  the  efficacy  of  his  prescriptions,  no  one  has  a  greater  right  to 
boast  of  his  success  than  Capt.  Ross,  in  the  effect  which 
prescription  produced  upon  the  Esquimaux,  for  in  n  very  «l 
time,  his  patient  was  observed  hastening  towards  the  i^bip,nnd 
being  admitted  in*»the  presence  of  Capt.  Ross,  he  delivered  la 


nto 


LAST  VOYAGE  OF 'cAPT.  ROSS.  2S7 

bim  the  stolen  property,  and  the  joy  of  the  valetudinarian  was 

already  seen  beaming  on  his  countenance,   for  his  confidence 

was  BO  great  in  the  prescriptive  powers  of  the  captain  that  no 

doubt  whatever  rested  on  his  mind  of  his  cure  being  completed. 

Still  however  he  had  no  idea  of  having  made  all  the  amends  in 

his  power   for  his   dishonest   action,    without    being   suitably 

rewarded  for  it;    it  was  true  that  he  was  to  be  cured  of  his 

malady  by  the  restitution  of  the  property,  but  that  with  him 

was  not  all-sufficient ;  the  act  in  his  opinion  deserved  some  further 

reward,  for  as  it  was  by  no  means  one  of  compulsion,  but  of  his 

own  free  will,  it  followed  according  to  his  mode  of  reasoning, 

that  as  the  original  owner  of  the  article  appeared  to  place  a 

great  value  upon  it,  it  would  only  be  becoming  and  just  in  him, 

to  reward   the  -individual   well,  who    had  been  the   means   of 

Testoring  it  to  his  possession. 

A  person  of  his  particular  propensity,  could  not  be  supposed 
to  be  a  very  welcome  visitor  on  board  the  ship,  and  therefore 
the  property  was  no  sooner  recovered  from  him,  than  he  was  po- 
litely escorted  out  of  the  vessel,  during  which  ceremony,  he  con* 
tinned  to  mumble  some  words  to  himself,  the  meaning  of  which 
however  could  not  be  defined  by  those,  who  had  the  charge  of 
him,  but  he  contrived  by  his  gestures,  to  make  them  understand 
thai  he  expected  a  reward  for  his  act  of  honesty.  They  however 
on  the  other  band,  contrived  to  convey  the  information  to  him, 
that  it  was  a  kind  of  act,  which  was  not  rewarded  in  the  country 
to  which  they  belonged,  and  further  that  he  would  never  be 
tllowed  to  come  on  board  the  vessel  again.  Notwithstanding 
however  the  great  pain  which  he  was  suffering,  he  lingered  about 
the  ship,  expecting  that  the  reward  would  be  tendered,  but  finding 
that  his  expectations  were  not  likely  to  be  realized,  he  walked 
wlkily  away,  not  very  well  pleased  with  himself  in  having 
given  up  the  property,  without  first  bargaining  for  an  adequate 
wward,  and  very  much  displeased  indeed  with  those  who  could 
>^ct  so  unjustly  and  dishonourably,  as  not  to  remunerate  an  indi- 
vidual for  so  distinguished  an  act  of  probity  and  honesty.  It 
happened  however  that  an  assufl^emeut  of  his  pain  took  place 
on  the  following  day,  which  in  a  certain  degree  reconc\Ved  \\\t- 
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for  the  lose  of  the  property,  and  tended  to  convinoe  him  thai  fcj 
cure  was  principally  owiug  to  the  surrender  of  it  to  its  propi 
owner.  , 

Although  the  therraometer  stood  at  40  and  4*Z  below  Zero,! 
men  were  employed  on  shore  in  dig^ging  gravel,  for  the  purpoi 
of  strewing  it  upon  the  canal^  which  as  a  work  of  utility  was  con 
sidered  of  very  trifling  value,  but  as  one  of  exercise  for  the  pn 
nervation  of  the  health  of  the  crew,  might  be  extremely  propel 
and  judicious. 

The  cold  may  at  this  time  be  considered  to  have  been  at  HI 
greatest  intensity*  the  thermometer  varying  from  40  to  45**;  bill 
still  the  Ejsquimaux  visiied  the  ship  daily,  although  the  treat- 
ment which  they  now  received  was  very  different  to  that  mhich 
was  shown  towards  them  on  their  first  acquaintance ;  in  (act,  tbd 
conduct  of  Capt.  Koss  on  this  occasion  is  s^poken  of»  not  in  thi 
mildest  terms  of  censure,  but  in  those  of  the  most  severe  reprod 
and  disgust,  it  is  admitted  that  one  or  two  of  the  natives  had 
been  entrapped  in  some  paltry  act  of  theft ;  but  the  eirperieoee 
of  Capt.  Ross  must  have  taught  him,  that  thieving  appears  to 
be  as  inseparable  from  every  uncivilized  and  savage  people,  a* 
any  other  decided  propensity  of  their  nature.  The  tempUitioa 
to  theft  was  §carcely  to  be  expected  to  be  overcome  by  a  race  ol 
people,  who  for  the  first  time  in  their  life,  beheld  scattered 
around  them,  some  of  the  choicest  articles  of  human  ingenuity, 
and  the  value  of  which  appeared  in  their  eyes  not  to  be  estimiitwl 
by  any  scale  to  which  they  had  hitherto  been  accustomed.  ^ 
nail  was  to  them  of  great  value, and  it  was  an  article  which  tbif 
coiild  purloin,  without  the  loss  of  it  being  felt  or  discovered? 
taking  into  comparison  however  the  extent  of  the  thefts  whiA 
the  Kfsquimaux  committed,  to  those  wbich  were  perpetrated  hy 
the  natives  of  the  Islands  of  the  Pnoific  Ocean,  when  first  visited 
by  Capt.  Cook,  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  shades  of  guilt  arc 
darker  in  the  tatter  than  the  former.  We  certainly  feel  dispose*^ 
to  acquit  Capt.  Ross  of  all  obduracy  of  heart,  and  are  willing*^ 
believe  that  his  treatment  of  the  Esquimaux  was  to  be  attribute 
to  some  cogent  reasons,  which  be  had  imbibed  for  restricting  tN 
intercourse  between  them  and  his  crew,  but  still  we  know  ih^ 
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be  carried  thai  treatment  to  an  unjustifiable  length,  and  thereby^ 
exposed  himself  to  the  charge  of  great  ingratituile,  in  havin;^ 
obtained  from  them  all  the  inforniation  which  they  had  to  give 
him,  relative  to  the  geography  of  t?ieir  country ;  in  having  got 
into  his  possession  a  profusion  of  their  articles^  natural  and 
manufactured,  with  a  very  inadequate  return;  in  having  received 
from  themj  all  the  respect  and  kindoeBs  of  which  their  savage 
nature  was  capable,  and  then  treating  them  literally  as  if  they 
were  but  a  degree  removed  from  the  bears  of  their  native  land. 
One  of  these  instances  occurred  on  Sunday  the  7th  February, 
when  as  early  as  9  in  the  morning,  a  party  of  the  natives  were 
seen  approaching  the  ship-,  the  thermometer  was  then  stand- 
ing at  45*^  which  is  the  lowest  degree  marked  upon  it,  but  reck- 
less of  this  intense  cold,  whieh^  to  use  one  of  the  terms  of  the 
sailors,  was  keen  enough  to  cut  them  in  two,  the  natives  plodded 
along,  and  arrived  at  the  ship  about  1 1,  just  as  the  morning  ser- 
vice was  completed.  Not  one  of  them  however  wag  admitted 
oil  board,  nor  any  refreshments  offered  to  the  poor  shivering 
creatures,  and  to  copy  the  words  of  the  manuscript  before  us, 
*'  it  was  heart  breaking  to  see  the  poor  women  with  their  babes 
skulking  under  the  lee  of  a  snow  wall,  where  a  fortnight  ago 
they  were  treated  like  kings  and  queens/*  They  remained  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  ship  until  3  o  clock,  and  then  aU 
lowing  them  1^  or  *i  hours  to  reach  their  homes  again,  and  the 
name  Kpace  of  time  to  travel  to  the  ship,  making  altogether  a 
space  of  10  hours^  that  these  creatures  were  exposed  to  the  incle- 
meoey  of  the  weather,  without  the  slightest  sustenance  or  sup- 
port* Let  not  the  advocates  of  civilization  preach,  that  it  has  a 
tendency  to  humanize  the  heart,  and  to  call  all  the  finer  chari- 
ties into  active  play:  history  and  experience  contradict  the 
assertion,  for  there  are  often  more  genuine  kindness  and  hospi- 
iality  to  be  found  in  the  wigwam  of  the  Indian,  than  in  the 
^Of  goons  palaces  of  the  great,  and  we  shull  shortly  have  to  adduce 
an  instance  of  the  conduct  of  the  Esquimaux,  in  contrast  with 
that  of  the  English,  lyhich  will  not  redound  in  the  least  to  the 
credit  of  the  latter. 

An  experiment  was  tried  on  the  8th  and  9th,  for  the  purposo 
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of  trying  the  velocity  of  flound.     CommaaJer  Ross  repaired  Iq 
the  huts  qf  the  Esquimaux,  which  were  at  the  dislaDCo  of  nbool 
throe  miles  and  a  half  from  tJie  shipp  and  a  gun  was  fired;  tbs 
time  intervening  between  the  flash,  and  the  report  reaching  tha 
place  where  Commander  James  had  stationed  himself  was  juBi 
16  seconds,  making  thereby  the  sound  lo  travel  at   ih©  rale  of 
about  a  mile  in  five  seconds.     On  the  same  day,  the  iemperatufQ 
of  different  parts  of  the  ship  was  tried.     The  lower  deck  in  ibe 
night  time  when  all  the  fires  were  out^  was  from  3'Z**  lo  2^,  in 
the  day  time  from  36^  to  40^  but  when  the  process  of  baking  waa 
going  on,  the  temperature  of  the  mess  berth  was  seldom  tmdet 
50^  but   never  higher  than  60*,     In  the  cabin  during  the  day 
time,  the  thermometer  ranged  from  60°  to  70^,  and   it  has  baeti 
known  to  be  as  high  as85*>;  during  the  night  from  12  o'clock  to  7» 
kM.  from  SO*'  to  60^*.     In  the  steward's  room,  not  two  yards  from 
the  cabin,  during  the  day  18"  to  20*^,  with  very  little  variation 
during  the  night.     This  scale  is  however  very  low  when  cam- 
pared  with  the  register  of  the  Hecla,  the  lower  deck  of  which 
was  ordered  to  be  kept  at  75^  and  never  wus  under  60°,  although 
there  was  no  cabin  either  fore  or  aft* 

On  the  lOthp  the  cold  was  too  f^evere  for  any  of  the  crew  lo 
venture  out^ide^  but  still  the  Esquimaux  came  to  the  ship, 
meeting  however  with  no  kinder  reception  than  on  the  preceding 
.  day,  their  stay  was  not  of  long  duration.  On  the  following  dav, 
some  of  the  men  ventured  to  the  Esquimaux  huts,  but  how 
different  was  the  treatment,  which  they  experienced  from  that 
which  was  shown  to  them  by  tlje  English  christians.  The  yaks. 
as  the  sailorft  called  the  Esquimaux,  no  sooner  saw  them  approach- 
ing, than  they  hastened  to  meet  them,  showing  them  enrery  mark 
of  kindness  and  attention  which  the  innate  goodness  and  simpli« 
city  of  their  nature  prompted  them  to  perform.  They  brushed 
the  snow  off  their  jackets,  and  in  the  most  pressing  manner  inrited 
them  into  the  huts ;  certainly  they  had  no  table  to  set  before  their 
high  and  haughty  guests,  laden  with  choice  provisions,  noi 
could  they  pledge  them  in  their  goblets  of  wine,  or  thoir  bowk 
of  pttnchf  bat  their  manners  bespoke  the  hearty  welcome — soma 
JogB  ot  wood  were  placed  on  the  fire*  and  for  the  first  time  wert 
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of  EoglUh  Bailors  the  ipmatcs  of  the  hut  of  an  Esquimaux, 
opoortunity  was  not  lo«t  of  taking*  an  accurate  obsen^ation 
e  method  in  v«4iich  the  huts  are  huilt,  and  particularly^  of 
interior,  which,  certainly  from  the  offensive  smell  which 
ded  iti  arising  from  the  putrid  nm?<ses  of  blubber  which 
in  one  pan  of  the  but,  the  blench  of  the  tlogs,  the  cadave* 
fousamell  of  th«  clothing  of  the  nativei<i«  with  some  other  nameless 
circtitnstancesi^  rendered  the  whole  an  abode  by  no  means  ag'ree* 
ablo  or  inviting 

Tl>e  huts   were  built  on  the  banks  of  a  small  river,  and  their 

coiistmetion  is  commenced  by  tracing*  out  a  circle  of  about  12 

feet  in  diameter.     The  snow  in  the  interior  circle  is  next  divided 

W)t]i  a  broad  knife,  having  a  long  handle,  into  stabs  thrco^feet 

long,  ftix  inches  thick  and  two  feet  dcpp,  being  the  thickness 

o(  Uie  layer  <»f  snow.     These  slabs  are  tenacious  enough  to 

«uimit  of  being  moved  about  without  breaking,  or  oven  losing 

iliarpness  of  their  angles,  and  they  have  a  slight  degree  of 

lufet  corresponding  with  that  of  the  circle  from  which  they 

«««cut.    They  are  piled  upon  each  other  like  pieces  of  hewn 

«l«M,  around  the  circle  which  was  traced  oul»  and  care  is  taken 

nn()othen  the  beds  of  the  different  cnurKCs  with  the  knife,  and 

cut  iham  so  as  to  give  the  wall  a  slight  inelina(ion  inwards,  b; 

kich  cantrivance  the  building  acrjuires  the  propertiesi  of  a  dot 

Jeme  is  closed  somewhat  suddenly  and  flatly,  by  cutting  thi 

'Vper slabs  in  s   wedge  form,  instead  of  the  more  rectangul 

Wttfwi  oC  those  below.     The  roof  is  about  eight  feet  high,  «in<l 

lust  apertore  is  shut  up  by  a  small  conical  piece;  the  wholn 

huth  from   within,    and  each  slab  i^  cut  so  that  it  retain 

|ll«|H»itton  without  requiring  support,  until  another  is  placed 

atUii;  the  lightness  of  the  slabs  greatly  fucilitatirfg  the  ope- 

'^  When  the  building  is  covered  in,  a  tittle  loose  snow 

tinuvtu  uver  it  to  citisp  up  every  chink,  and  a  low  door  is  cd 

ii^roitgh  the  walk  with  the  knife*     A  bed* place  is  next  furmecu 

jtml  neetly  fai^d  up  with  slabs  of  snow,  which  is  thm  envsred 

with  fikiits,  or  if  they  are  to  be  obtained,  with  a  thin  layer  6( 

T --  «^  nff#i»wf  tha  g^M>w  melting  by  the  J 
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A  kind  of  poreli  is  built  before  th©  door,  and  a  piece  of  clear  ic< 
t«  p.aced  in  an  aperture  cut  in  ibe  wall  for  a  window. 

The  purity  of  the  material  of  which  the  house  is  framed,  ibt 
elegance  of  its  construction,  and  the  translucency  of  its  walli, 
which  transmitted  a  very  pleasinjsf  lig'ht,  gave  it  an  appearance 
far  superior  to  a  marble  building,  and  it  might  be  surveyed  with 
feelings  somewhat  a-kin  to  those  produced  by  the  contemplallon 
of  a  Grecian  Temple;  both  are  temples  of  art,  inimitable  of 
their  kind. 

Previously  to  the  departure  of  the  sailors,  the  natives  were 
asked  to  favour  them  with  a  donee  and  a  song,  although  it  might 
be  supposed  that  the  entertainment  which  had  been  derived  from 
their  exhibition  on  board  the  Victory,  was  not  of  that  enticing 
nature,  as  lo  instil  into  them  a  longing  for  a  repetition  of  it.  It 
was  however  some  gratification  to  observe,  that  the  dance  which 
they  now  executed,  was  different  in  its  motions  and  gesture*. 
from  that  which  they  had  witnessed  on  board  the  ship,  Tb« 
dance  was  begun  by  one  person  placing  himself  in  a  variety  of 
attitudes  accompanied  by  the  most  extraordinary  gestures^  and 
the  most  hideous  distortions  of  countenance.  Like  the  siinil*f 
amusements  of  different  climates,  this  dance  contained  the  ioJ^ 
cent  allusions,  which  are  well  known  to  form  an  essential  feature 
in  the  dance  of  many  nations  in  other  respects  far  advanced  iff 
civilization.  The  body  was  generally  m  a  stooping  posimi* 
and  the  hands  resting  upon  the  knees;  after  a  few  minutea,  th0 
performers  began  to  sing  "Amnah,  o/aA  ''and  in  a  very  short  tliD* 
the  second  performer,  who  had  been  looking  at  the  other  in  rt* 
lence  began,  as  if  inspired,  to  distort  his  face,  and  imitate  th^ 
indelicate  attitude  of  the  first,  and  soon  after  to  sing  as  chords 
**Hejaul  HejauT  After  this  had  continued  with  increasing 
energy  for  ten  minutes,  the  tune  was  suddenly  changed  to 
shrill  note,  in  which  the  words  **fVeehee,  fVeehee,''''  were  uttered 
with  great  rapidity.  They  then  approached  each  other  by  dip* 
ping  their  feet  forward,  grinning,  and  in  great  agitation  no*" 
th<^tr  nones  touched;  the  ceremony  of  kooniging  was  perfornw 
and  a  savage  laugh  ended  this  extraordinary  perfoi-manee* 
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It  it  noC  to  be  < 

eholastic  education  ob  homtd  tfce  Tic 
mpolse  of  tbeir  own 
Kilor,  who  did  not  dimw  m^ 
which  they  leceiTed  firoB  the  i 
mtheir  snow  built  bntB,  and  tkst  vhsck  the  ] 
from  the  tutored  and  cmfiaed  ] 
splendid  cabin  of  the  Vietoij. 
Welcome ;  their  acquaintance 
and  confidence  obtained  hj 
acts  of  kindness ;  but  it  wouhi  i 
ebaritable  mode  of  action  hirfced  the 
leif  interest ;  thej  had  something  to  < 
lead  to  results  of  the  highest  conaeqaence;  frona  thssi  wan  to  he 
obtained  the  most  correct  infennation  of  the  gtogmfkw  of  the 
countiy  to  the  westward,  on  which  peihaps  the  veij  svecess  of 
tb  expedition  depended ;  it  bed  been  giren  to  the  faU  extent  of 
tMr  knowledge  in  their  rude  and  artless  manner,  the  infermation 
was  found  to  be  correct,  no  disposition  was  dwwn  to  mttlcad  or 
'ficeiTe,  and  in  return  for  these  senrices,  they  were  at  first  caress. 
d»  and  treated  with  alt  the  urbanity  and  kindness  of  the  eqoal. 
h  proportion  howerer  as  their  stock  of  information  declined,  and 
^eryadfantage  bad  been  obtained,  which  it  was  possible  to  be 
expected  from  a  people  so  limited  in  their  resources,  and  so  con- 
bed  in  their  means  of  knowledge,  a  treatment  was  adopted 
towards  them,  which  did  not  stop  at  mere  nnkindness  and  inciTi- 
'ity,  but  it  degenerated  at  last  into  downright  cruelty  and  in- 
Inanity.  The  plea  that  they  were  inured  to  the  climate,  was 
offered  in  extenuation  of  the  heartless  conduct  in  allowing  them 
^  remain  for  the  space  of  several  hours,  **  skulking  under  the 
loe  of  a  snow  wall,""  with  the  thermometer  at  about  80°  below  the 
freezing  point,  and  taking  no  more  notice  of  their  helpless  and 
^oaolate  condition,  than  if  they  had  been  so  many  prowling 
l^oasts  of  the  country ;  witholding  from  them  even  the  benefit  of 
*  liule  temporary  warmth  on  board  the  ship,  to  cheer  them  on 
^heir  homeward  way. 

Weha%e  not  been  able  to  trace  any  substantial  or  wcWt< 
'^mn,  for  the  line  of  conduit  whkh  Capt.  Ross  thought 
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to  adopt  towt^rds  those  harmless  creatures;  for  personally  they 
had  not  offered  any  offence  to  him  or  any^of  his  crew,      It  woal(l< 
indeed  be  idle  to  expect  any  very  higb,  or  refined  notions  of 
moral ily  among  a  half  civilized  horde,  but  taking  into  consider- 
ation the  whole  of  their  conduct,  with  the  strong  and  alcnoit 
irresistible  temptations  to  which  they  wore  constantly  exposed, 
they  appeared  lo  be  regulated  by  feelings,   lliat  with  very  kw 
exceptions,  did  them  great  credit.     The  affection  between  parenti 
and  children,  and  between  man  and  wife  or  wives^  for  they  tska 
more  than  one  if  they  can  maintain  them,  was  strongly  marked, 
and  yet  infidelity  on  either  side  appeared  to  be  no  crime;  tbe 
ladies   were  by  no  means  shy  of  their  favors,  but  the  previous 
ceremony  was  gone  through,  of  asking  the  consent  of  the  hu8* 
band,  which  in  oo  case  w^as  refused,  with  this  provision  however, 
that  the  present  which  was  made  on  the  occasion  was  to  becons 
his  undisputed  property.     The  only  unfeeling  part  of  their  cwi* 
duct,  (but  which  h  common  to  the  Indians  as  well  as  the  E^tli^ 
maux,)  is  that  of  forsaking  the  aged  and  helpless,  and  leaviaS 
them  to  their  fate,  and  the  same  is  the  case  with  regard  Ui  widi^iw^i 
who  are  not  fortunate  enough  to  obtain  a  second  husband.    Oil 
the  other  hand  it  must  be  observed,  that  the  women  have  l»U^ 
more  influence  and  are  more  respected  than  generally  happe&iii 
half  civilized  societies,  nor  are  they  subjected  to  that  degreiO* 
labour  and  drudgery,  which  usually  prevails  in  them ;  their  datiM- 
being  generally  confined  to  dumestic  concerns,  preparing  sku^f- 
making  and  repairing  clothes,  cooking  and  taking  care  of  ibei'' 
children,  whom  they  suckle  to  the  age  of  three  and  sometime* 
four  years.     The  Esquimaux  women  are  bv  no  means  prolific,  i 
family  of  four  children  being  considered  a  large  one ;  nor  does  i 
appear  to  be  a  prevailing  opinion  amongst  these  people,  that  tb* 
man  is  happy  w4io  has  his  quiver  full  of  them,  fur  as  they  ma] 
be  considered  to  be  a  wandering  race,  the  transportation  of  i 
large  family  becomes  a  matter  of  serious  consideration.     It  is  th< 
scarcity  of  food  which  most  generally  impels  the  Esquimaux  U 
change  their  dwelling,  for  having  little  foresight  or  provident' 
for  the  future,  they  seldom   lay  up  such  a  supply  as  to  s«cu^ 
ihem  fro*n  occasional  scarcity. 
An  Esouimauv  is  by  nalut^a  ^\u\Vo\\\  V^  W\>\  ^^^c^cKt  Cottt 


LAST   V01AGB  OF  CAPT.  R088.  Mft 

five  pounds  of  seal  or  walrus  flesh  at  a  sitting,  and  during  the 
day»  ten  pounds  will  barely  satisfy  his  rapacious  appetite.     It  is 
highly  probable  that  the  alternate  feasting  and  fasting,  to  which 
the  gluttony  and  improvidence  of  these  people  so  constantly 
subject  them,  may  be  the  cause  of  many  of  the  complaints  with 
which  they  are  afflicted,  for  although  they  seem  to  endure  pri- 
vation with  resignation,  yet  they  no  sooner  obtain  a  supply  of 
food,  than  they  eat  to  that  inordinate  degree,  that  they  are  to  be 
leen  lying  in  their  huts,  so  distended  by  the  quantity  of  meat  they 
have  eaten,  as  to  be  scarcely  able  to  move,  and  suffering  consi- 
derable pain  from  the  extreme  repletion.     At  particular  seasons 
of  the  year,  the  seals  become  uncommonly  wild,  the  walrus  has 
quitted  the  ice»  and  the  reindeer  and  other  migratory  animals 
indigenous  to  the  country,  have  left  the  coasts  to  search  for  a  more 
luxuriant  pasture  deeper  in  the  country.     It  is  then  that  the  Es- 
quimaux desert  their  habitations  and  migrate  to  other  quarters, 
where  the  greater  probability  exists  of  procuring  the  means  of 
subsistence,  and  perhaps  a  more  desolate  object  cannot  be  ima- 
gitied  than  the  deserted  village  of  the  Esquimaux.     The  interior 
sf  the  huts  presents  an  appearance  of  wretchedness,  which  baffles 
all  description ;  the  very  snow  which  composes  the  beds  and  fire 
places  is  turned,  in  order  that  the  most  trivial  object  may  not  be 
l«ft  behind  ;  even  the  bare  walls  whose  original  colour  is  scarcely 
perceptible  for  lamp  black,  blood  and  other  filth,  are  not   left 
perfect,  as  large  holes  are  made  in  the  sides  and  roofs,  for  the 
convenience  of  handing  out  the  goods  and  chattels. 

The  sight  of  a  deserted  habitation  is  at  all  times  calculated 

^0  excite  in  the  mind  a  sensation  of  dreariness  and  desolation, 

specially,  when  it  has  been  lately  filled  with  cheerful  inhabi- 

^nts,  but  this  feeling  is  even  heightened  rather  than  diminished, 

'^hen  a  small  portion  of  these  inhabitants  remain  behind  to  endure 

^^e  extreme  of  wretchedness,  with  the  prospect  of  a  lingering 

^<>i1uring  death  bef<»re  them,  and  this  is  too  frequently  the  case 

^ith  the  aged  and  the  infirm,  who  not  being  considered  ahle  to 

^oUure  the  fatigues  of  the  journey  to  a  distant  quarter  arc  cruelly 

^^h  behind  to  seek  for  their  own  maintenance,  in  the  best  possil 

^*y  which  they  are  able.     Capt.  Psirry  mcnlious  aw  \v\sV.\\wq 
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this  kind,  in  which  an  old  man  and  his  wife  were  left  behiiif^ 

without  any  lamp  tvr  a  single  ounce  of  meat  belong'ing  to  them^ 
while  three  Bmall  skins  on  wliich  they  were  lying,  were  all  the 
covering  which  ihey  possessed  to  protect  them  from  the  incle^ 
tnency  of  the  weaiber.  It  would  be  difficult  to  conceive  a  more 
forcible  picture  of  human  misery  and  desolation,  and  the  survivor 
appearing  as  he  must  to  hinisetf,  to  be  the  last  remnant  of  the 
human  race,  must  have  presented  a  spectacle  of  horrid  suffering 
at  which  humanity  shudders. 

In  this  peculiar  trait  of  the  character  of  the  Esquimaux,  he 
certainly  stands  far  beneath  the  American  Indian,  although  on 
the  other  hand  he  rises  superior  to  the  African;  in  an  intellectual 
sense  however,  ho  may  be  Raid  to  stand  on  the  lowest  scale  of 
human  nature,  exhibiting  a  strange  mixture  of  intellect  and  duU 
ness,  of  cunning  and  simplicity,  of  ingenuity  and  stupidity. 
Their  mind  appears  in  many  respects  to  be  a  centre,  round  which 
not  a  single  idea  radiates,  whith  can  establish  him  as  appertain- 
ing to  the  great  family  of  mankind  as  a  thinking  being*  or 
which  can  prove  his  superiority  over  the  animals  with  which  be 
IS  in  daily  association*  Immersed  in  the  darkest  ignorance,  he 
posse*«ses  not  the  most  remote  idea  of  a  superior  being:  subiecl 
to  no  law  divine  or  human,  he  acts  from  the  immediate  impulse 
othis  feelings  or  his  passions,  without  regarding  himself  as  ame- 
nable to  any  one  for  the  consequences  of  his  actions.  The  law  of 
property  appears  to  be  the  only  one  which  he  respects,  and  the 
attainment  of  that  property  has  only  one  end,  which  is,  the  gratifi- 
cation of  his  sensual  appetites.  Thus  the  chief  riches  of  an  Esqui- 
maux consist  in  the  number  of  his  dogs,  as  those  of  the  Laplander  in 
the  number  of  his  rein  deer;  the  common  affairs  of  an  Esqui* 
roauTC  family  could  not  be  carried  on  without  their  dogs,  far 
which  reason,  when  young,  they  are  entrusted  to  the  manage- 
ment of  the  women  who  bring  them  up  with  all  imaginable  care, 
but  when  trained,  they  are  treated  with  great  harshness  and 
cruelty  by  the  men,  though  they  could  scarcely  exist  at  all  with- 
out them.  Six  of  those  useful  creatures  will  draw  half  a  ton,  at 
the  rate  of  seven  or  eight  miles  an  hour,  and  proceed  with  ease 
Sfly  or  sixty  miles  a  day  \  yet  vlwy  appear  to  get  very  little  food. 
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mnd  when  on  a  jouraey  are  never  suffered  to  eat  until  they  arrive 
at  the  end  of  it. 

Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  extreme,  stupidity  of  these 

people  when  it  is  related,  that  few  of  them  could  be  taught  to 

count  beyond  five,  and  not  one  of  them  beyond  ten,  nor  could 

their  simple  minds  be  brought  to  entertain  the  slightest  idea,  of 

the  meaning  of  our  term,  to-morrow.     When  they  spoke  of  per- 

furming  a  certain  action  at  no  very  distant  period, — they  never 

said,   fVe  will  do  it  to-morrow,  but,    fVe  will  do  it   when  we 

have  sUftyXhis  mode  of  expression  is  however  in  a  great  degree  to 

be  accounted  for  from  the  circumstance,  that  if  their  day  was  to  be 

calculated  like  oius,  by  the  rising  and  setting  of  the  sun,  and  on 

which  our  term  to-morrow  depends,  it  would  be  found  impossible 

to  apply  that  epithet  to  a  period,  which  could  not  take  place  for 

three  months,  or  in  other  words,  as  their  night  is  of  three  months 

duration,  during  which  time  not  a  single  glimpse  of  the  sun  is 

to  be  seen,  they  could  not  consistently  with  that  circumstance, 

affix  any  other  definite  time  for  the  performance  of  an  action  than 

what  was  to  be  regulated  by  those  acts,  which  they  performed  at 

stated  periods,  without  any  reference  to  the  rising  or  setting  of 

the  san,  by  which  any  horological  information  as  to  the  regular 

lapse  of  time  could  be  imparted  to  them. 

An  Esquimaux  may  in  some  respects  be  said  to  be  the  connect- 
ing link  between  the  human  and  animal  creation.     The  human 
animal  seems  merely  to  live  for  the  gratification  of  his  appetites, 
which  having  satiated,  he  yields  himself  up  to  sleep,  and  only 
wakes  to  go  in  search  of  a  fresh  supply  of  food,  the  surplus  of 
which  his  instinct  teaches  him  to  hoard  up,  as  a  preventive 
against  future  want.    The  Esquimaux,  knows  no  stated  time  of 
rest  during  his  long   and   dreary  winter,  when  the  bear,    the 
wolf  and  the  fox  are  the  only  animals  which  prowl  round  his 
habitation  ;  he  is  in  almost  every  respect  an  hibernating  animal, 
dosing  away  the  hours  in  listless  inactivity,  until  the  return  of 
^e  sun,  which  rouses  him  from  his  torpor,   and  breathes  into 
Ainj  the  spirit  of  a  renewed  existence.     Many  were  the  proofs, 
'^hich  the  crew  of  the  Victory  received  of  the  utter  degradation 
^^  tliese  semi-animals^  and  in  their  attempts  to  inslW  axv^  >flLvcA 
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of  instruction  into  their  minds,  they  might  oa  woll  have  essayeil 
en  plough  the  rocks  of  their  country,  with  the  view  of  reaptug 
an  abundant  harvest.  The  truth  of  thia  remark  was  stronErly 
confirmed  in  th©  eircumstante  of  the  young  Esquimaux,  whom« 
from  an  apparent  shrewdness  in  his  intellect,  Capt.  Ross  selected 
as  a  fit  person  to  be  received  into  the  gymnasium  of  the  Victory. 
The  primer  was  put  into  his  hands,  which  he  turned  over  and 
over  with  the  vacant  curiosity  of  the  ape,  but  of  the  use  or  intent 
of  which  he  was  as  ignorant  as  the  latter  animal  would  shew 
himself,  if  a  fiddle  were  put  into  his  paws.  It  must  have  been 
not  the  least  of  the  ludicrous  scenes  which  the  school  of  the  Vic- 
tory exhibited,  when  the  young  Et^quimaux  was  called  up  beftire 
his  preceptor,  Capt,  Ross,  in  order  to  be  initiated  in  the  rudi- 
ments of  the  English  language;  A,  vociferated  the  domine,  but 
the  pupil  made  no  other  response,  than  raising  his  hand  to  his 
head^  began  to  scratch  it  violently.  Capt,  Ross  remembered  that 
when  a  difficult  word  was  propounded  to  him  by  his  dnmine  to 
tpetl,  h©  very  frequently  applied  his  digits  to  his  head,  as  if  to 
give  an  extraordiuary  excit*?m*^nt  to  the  braio  within,  and  he 
therefore  by  analogy  concluded  that  the  motion  of  his  young^ 
pupil  was  directed  to  the  same  purpose  ;  A,  repealed  the  domine 
with  increased  emphasis, — koomuek  f  koomuek/  exclaimed  the 
pupil,  holding  something  between  his  dexter  finger  and  his 
thumb,  and  shewing  it  to  his  wondering  preceptor  with  erery 
token  of  satisfaction, — A,  cried  the  domine,  stamping  the  floor 
with  his  foot,^ — tamooawokef  tamooawoke!  vociferated  tbo 
pupil,  holding  the  object  between  his  fingers  close  to  the  mocitb 
of  the  preceptor ;  the  meaning  of  the  exclamations  of  the  domine 
was  an  insoluble  puzzle  to  the  pupil,  and  the  mot i our  of  the 
pupil  were  a  problem  as  difficult  to  be  solved  by  the  preceptor. 
HoweverjLmongst  the  learned  works  dispersed  on  the  table  betorti 
the  erudite  dispenser  of  knowledge,  was  an  Esquimaux  vocabu- 
lary, on  referring  to  which  it  was  found  that  the  word  koomuek, 
signified  a  vile  crawling  insect,  which  takes  up  its  habitataoti 
amongst  the  hair  of  human  beings,  and  that  the  word  tamoo* 
awoke,  signified  to  eat.  It  may  be  easily  conceived  that  llm 
discovery   of  these  significations,    could   nut  fail  to   rouso 
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of  the  precepiur,  and  little  doublilpains,  that  had  any 
b&tnimeiit  of  a  flagellating  power  bceo  at  hand,  some  part  or 
Minsof  the  corporeal  frame  of  the  stupid  and  indecorous  pupil 
ou Id  have  been  visited  by  its  severest  infliction.  If  human 
.nions  however  are  to  he  weighed  by  their  motives,  it  would 
iBve  been  an  error  in  judgement  on  the  part  of  Capt,  Ross,  to 
kve  poured  out  the  vial  of  his  indignatioo  upon  the  head  of  the 
unoffending:  savage;  and  further,  had  he  been  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  the  manners  and  customs  of  the  people,  with  whom 
be  was  then  associating,  he  would  have  known,  that  the  offer 
which  the  young  Ensquimaux  had  so  unceremoniously,  and  in  his 
opinion  so  indecorously  made  him,  so  far  as  being  to  be  considered 
aniuBult,  was  in  reality,  a  decided  proof  of  his  respect  and 
es<i<?em,  for  the  Esquimaux  not  only  eat  (he  vermin  of  their  own 
heads,  but  they  in  the  most  friendly  manner  present  them  as 
a  Iffmne  bonch^,  to  be  enjoyed  by  those  fir  whom  they  enter- 
tain A  particular  regard.  It  was  on  this  principle  that  the 
W  tendered  the  insect*  which  he  had  just  entrapped  to  Capt. 
Ross,  and  which  on  its  being  rejected,  he  very  deliberately  put 
iula  his  own  mouth,  holding  it  for  some  time  between  his  fore 
teeih,  as  the  French  would  say,  pour  savourer  mieux  le  gout. 

It  may  be  easily  supposed  that  this  thriving  pupil  was  soon 
^vpelled  the  school,  as  in  the  first  place,  it  was  found  impossible 
l^coavey  the  least  instruction  to  his  mind  ;  and  in  the  second^ 
J»e  was  by  no  means  a  proper  associate  for  the  crew  in  his  filthy 
*tftte,  ¥ritb  the  majority  of  whom,  cleanliness  was  a  distinguished 
feature  in  their  character,  and  wlien  taken  into  duo  consideration, 
it  was  perhaps  a  politic  step  which  Capt>  Ross  adopted,  in  re- 
stricting the  intercourse  of  the  crew  with  the  natives,  as  it  wa» 
f<^iid  impossible  to  come  in  contact  with  them,  without  bein{^ 
^itited  also  by  their  vermin. 

It  canoot  have  escaped  observation,  that  in  many  instances 
^'iTingthe  stay  of  the  Victory  in  Felix  Harbour,  the  crew  were 
^il^d  upon  to  perform  some  duty  exterior  to  the  ship,  at  a  time 
^h«n  the  common  feelings  of  humanity  ^ould  have  prompted 
Jjfir  commander  to  have  kept  them  imder  shelter^  and  not  to  have 
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the  countrj  could  a^^cely  endure «  clothed  as  they  wer«  in  ihtir 
alaiost  impenetrable  coverings  of  seal  and  bear  skins.  T^usofi; 
the  lllh  February,  when  the  thermometer  was  at  45"  beloir 
Zero»  or  77**  below  the  freezing  point,  the  men  were  sent 
shore  to  erect  a  raonument,  as  they  termed  it,  by  which  tbef 
meant  a  monument  of  the  folly  of  its  projector,  from  which  usefal 
service  they  all  returned  frost-bitten,  the  pain  of  which  waseix^ 
treme,  and  the  only  palliative  for  which  they  found  to  be  coo 
tinual  friction  with  the  hand.  The  usual  custom  of  rubbing  tk 
part  afTected  with  snow  was  seldom  resorted  to^  as  the  cure  wtf 
found  to  be  not  only  uncertain,  but  very  slow  in  its  operation 
Despite  of  the  severity  of  the  frost,  the  Esquimaux  came  to 
ship,  but  the  cold  was  so  intense,  that  their  stay  was  of  verj 
short  duration.  Capt.  Ross  tried  the  temperature  of  the  air,ao( 
found  it  to  range  from  50  to  55^  making  87^  below  the  freexii 
point,  an  extreme  of  cold,  which  scarcely  any  animal  life  c 
endure.  Every  method  was  adopted  to  increase  the  temperatuH 
of  the  sailors  berths;  the  cooks  fire  was  ordered  to  be  kept 
until  10  P.M. ;  the  fires  in  the  oven  were  kept  constantly  ligh 
and  by  these  salutary  measures,  the  crew  were  enabled  to  maii 
tain  a  comfortable  heat  in  their  berths,  and  to  protect  themflelf' 
from  an  extreme  of  cold,  which  if  it  did  not  actually  endani^ 
their  lives,  would  be  most  probably  attended  with  the  loss 
sojhe  of  their  limbs  by  mortification,  which  generally  aSeeM 
parts  that  are  frost-bitten.  ^H 

The  morning  of  the  I'Zth   was  beautifully  serene^  although  I 
abatement  took  place  in  the  intensity  of  the  frost;  nothing  dj 
couraged  nor  discomfitted  however  by  the  weather,  eight  EMffl 
maux  women  with  their  children  came  to  the  ship,  and  it  wai 
most  lamentable  sight  to  behold  the  poor  shivering  creatai 
crouching  behind  a  mound  of  snow,  and  expecting  every  mooi^ 
that  some  relief  would  be  afforded  them  from  the  vessel.     M 
waiting  some  time  and  finding  that  their  hopes  were  not  realia 
one  of  the  women  ventured  on  board,  but  her  visit  was  ckO^^H 
made  known  to  Capt.  Ross,  than  he  ordered  her  aw&y;  «3 
perhapF!,  not  ill-founded  suspicions  being  excited  in  his  miJ 
that  the  lady  visited  the  ship  from  %  different  motive  ihaa  J 
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i^uiftHion  of  a  needle  or  an  empty  cannister.  So  intent  how- 
iver  were  these  creatures  in  obtaining  any  old  pieces  of  rusty 
ron,  or  other  articles,  which  might  have  been  thrown  from  the 
ihip  as  useless,  that  having  discovered  the  place  where  the  dirt 
I  the  ship  was  put,  they  employed  themselves  for  above  an 
louf  ID  scratching"  amongst  it,  and  if  they  found  on  article  to 
Hhich  they  attached  any  value,  they  stet  up  a  nhout  of  joy,  but 
Dot  the  least  quarrelling  or  discord  was  observable  amongst 
diem. 

On  the  first  acquaintance  of  the  Esquimaux  with  the  Europeans, 
ihey  appeared  to  possess  no  other  idea  of  obtaining  a  particular 
irticle,than  by  the  way  of  barter,  and  in  this  respect  they  strongly 
assimilate  with  other  savage  nations,  whose  notions  of  traffic 
never  extend  beyond  the  principle  of  a  fair  exchange,  and  in 
which  the  relative  value  of  an  article  is  determined  not  by  its 
intrinsio  worth,  but  by  the  utility  with  which  it  is  accompanied. 
Thuf,  we  were  informed  by  the  late  intrepid  African  traveller,  Mr, 
Liaderft.  that  for  a  couple  of  needles  he  could  obtain  an  elephant's 
tooth;  for  a  piece  of  scarlet  cloth,  not  worth  half-a-crown,  he 
had  received  two  hundred  cowries,  with  which »  as  being  the  cir- 
culating medium  of  the  country,  he  had  procured  a  sufficiency 
of  food  to  maintain  himself  and  his  companions  for  two  months. 

Thus  in  the  system  of  barter  which  was  established  between 
C«pt.  Ross  and  the  Esquimaux^  a  needle  or  a  fish-hook  was  no 
equivalent  for  the  skin  of  a  fox  or  an  ermine,  hut  each  was  satis* 
led  with  his  bargain,  and  perhaps  each  thought  the  other  a 
kiinpleton  for  parting  with  hie  valuables  at  so  cheap  a  rale. 
VVben  however  Capt  Ross  had  filled  his  three  flour  tubs,  with 
ihe  articles  which  he  had  obtained  in  exchange  for  his  needles 
kad  his  fish  hooks,  and  the  natives  experienced  a  difficulty  in 
kddtng  to  their  stock  of  European  waros^  owing  to  the  restrictions 
ihich  Capt.  Ross  had  placed  upon  their  commercial  undertakings, 
bey  had  recourse  to  another  expedient,  which  was  a  system  of 
nportunate  begging,  in  which  however  the  women  were  by  far 
le  grL'atest  adepts ;  but  then  their  supplications  were  aecom- 
loifld  by  such  persuasive  looks^ — such  expressive  leers — such 
igleR,  and  such  pokings  out  of  the  noee^  thai  \o  ftuip^oi^^ 
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a  British  sailor  could  wilbRtand  them,  were  to  $iuppO^  wiOi  att 
equal  deg^ree  of  lml!j,  thai  dewtiny  had  selected  Capl.  Ro«saf 
the  fittest  of  all  the  British  navigators  to  discover  the  North 
West  Pasiiage.  Many  a  needle  did  a  graceful  projection  of  lh» 
nose  obtain,  and  without  attempting  to  penetrate  deeper  into  the 
Eleusinian  mysteries  of  Eelix  Harbour  than  properly  becomes  uk, 
ive  may  he  allowed,  ^db  stlenth,  to  venltire  an  opinion,  that  thi 
sailors  of  the  Victory  obtained  for  a  fish-hook  or  a  rusty  oail, 
what  the  late  Duke  of  York  very  generously  paid  for  by  pltm. 
pensions,  and   promotions. 

A  British  sailor  and  g^allantry  nre  Rvnonymous,  not  that  kin'! 
of  gallantry  is  here  meant,  which  laid  a  Nelson  prostrate  on  Un 
quarter  deck,  or  a  Moor,  on  the  plains  rtf  Coruiina,  but  we  mean 
that  peculiar  attention  and  civility  towards  the  female  sex,  which 
are  ever  shown   by  the  kind   hearted,  the  nohle,  and  the  bmw. 

Although  the  E.«quiniaux  ladies  were  not  allowed  to  evperi- 
ment  their  seductive  whiles  on  the  callous  heart  of  Capt.RosB,  and 
his  subordinate  officers,  yet  permission  was  granted  to  the  sailof» 
to  accompany  their  female  visitors  on  th<^ir  way  to  their  hnlB,  and 
although  they  did  not  exactly  offer  them  their  arm,  to  eosble 
them  the  better  to  surmount  the  hillocks  of  snow^  which  impeded 
their  progress, yet  many  kind  endearments  passed  between  theiBf 
such  as  those  that  arc  in  practice  amongst  the  more  passion&tt 
sons  and  daughters  of  Italy,  France  and  England.  A  quadrilW 
on  the  snow,  even  to  the  inspiring  sounds  of  Weippert's  barA 
would  doubtless  he  a  human  phenomenon,  and  not  less  so  wi 
the  dance  with  which  the  Esquimaux  women  delighted  the  sailoi 
previously  to  their  taking  leave  of  each  other;  it  was  neither 
bolero,  nor  a  fandango,  nor  a  waltz,  but  it  was  a  compound 
the  wildest  distortions,  and  the  most  crrotesque  movements  wind 
ever  human  limbs  attempted,  and  at  the  same  tiro©  acconipanie 
with  some  gestures,  the  meaning  of  which  could  not  be  mistaken 
A  s«»ng  succeeded  to  the  dance,  and  the  performers  were  not  coi 
tent  with  koomtfing  each  other,  but  they  proceeded  sans  ceremon 
to  koonig  the  sailors,  some  of  whoni  testified  rather  a  dislike 
participate  of  so  much  kindness,  by  which  a  satisfactory  pr 
was  given,  that  woman  in  one  particular  is  the   same,  whetti 


e  inhabits  the  shores  of  the  Tiber,  or  the  icy  region  of  Felix 
Harbour;  for  the  idokI  certain  inethod  of  incurring  her  hatred  and 
(tisptcasure,  is  to  reject  her  advances  and  to  treat  the  ofler  of  her 
fdvorg  with  contempt.  On  the  other  hand,  where  is  the  woman 
who  is  indifferent  to  praise,  and  who  does  not  rise  some  degrees 
in  her  own  estimation,  when  she  sees  that  a  particular  degree 
of  attention  is  paid  to  her^  in  comparison  to  that  which  ts  paid 
to  her  compeers^  and  on  this  occasion,  there  was  one  who  was 
gifted  with  yuuth  and  beauty,  (and  let  not  the  angel  beauties  of 
England  rumple  their  noses,  when  ibe  beauty  of  an  Esquimaux 
girl  is  spoken  of,  for  su  imperceptible  is  the  transition  from  ugli- 
ness to  beauty,  that  it  is  impossible  to  say  where  the  one  ends,  or 
L^e  other  begins,)  and  to  this  exquisite  of  her  race  the  sailors 
^B^stowed  all  their  alLentions,  leaving  the  more  aged  and  the 
^Hgly  ''to  w^aste  their  sweetness  on  the  desert  air/^ 

It  may  appear  invidious  to  institute  a  cdmparison  between  the 
line  of  conduct  pursued  by  Capt.  Parry  on  board  the  Ilecia, 
and  that,  which  was  followed  hy  Capt.  Ross  on  board  the  Vic- 
lory,  respecting  the  amusements  which  were  provided  for  the 
respective  crews,  and  on  which  indeed  it  may  be  said  that  the 
^^ealth  of  the  men  in  some  degree  depended,  A  certain  extent 
^^^  discipline  is  requisite  and  indispensable)  for  in  default  of  it, 
it  is  impossible  that  the  duly  of  the  ship  can  be  properly  per^ 
formed^  but  there  are  circumstances  when  the  judgement  of  tlie 
commander  should  be  called  into  action,  with  the  view  of 
determining  whether  some  relaxation  cannot  be  allowed  to  take 
place  in  the  established  discipline,  and  certainly  on  no  occasion 
would  that  reliixatiun  have  been  more  advisable  or  more  laud- 
able, than  during  the  tedious  and  depressing  imprisonment  of 
the  Victory  in  Felix  Harbour.  A  darkness  of  throe  months, 
exposed  to  all  the  rigor  of  the  most  inclement  climate,  rendered 
it  of  the  utmost  importance  that  constant  employment  and  a 
habit  of  cheerfulnessi  should  be  kept  up  amongst  men  so  situated,  it 
being  well  known,  in  addition  to  many  rec(»mmendiitorv  rurnai- 
stances,    that  there   exists  an   intinmte  of'  lo- 

ll resMion  of  mind,  and  that  dreadful  d] 
hope  and  joy  not  only  prevent^  but  mati 
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n,    while  gloom  and  despair  never  fail  to  ag-gmvate    its   &l 
malignity* 

There  are  cirounostances  in  which  it  would  not  be  a  derelic* 
lion  of  duty,  nor  a  departure  from  the  dignity  of  the  oflSeer  and 
commander,  that  the  latter  office  should  in  some  deg'ree  lose  itself 
in  that  of  the  friend,  and  by  a  becoming  and  amiable  condeseeo* 
ecion  establish  the  pleasing  proof,  that  although  filling  a  humbler 
station,  the  value  of  the  common  seaman  is  properly  appreciated 
and  rewarded.  In  this  respect,  Capt,  Rosa  must  not  attempt  to 
stand  in  the  shoes  of  Capt.  Parry;  the  latter  knew  the  value  of 
hin  men,  he  knew  that  each  of  them  was  to  him  a  diamond, 
although  still  in  the  rough,  and  his  mind  seemed  bent  upon 
devising  thof^e  amusements  which  might  disarm  their  dreary 
situation  of  its  ennui,  and  thereby  lead  them  from  gloom  and 
discontent,  to  comparative  cheerfulness  aqd  happiness,  Capt. 
Ross,  was  in  some  degree  a  hermit  in  his  cabin,  physically 
unable  to  make  long  excursioos  in  the  country,  or  to  bear  the 
fatigues  of  the  chace,  his  sphere  of  action  was  a  circle  of  about 
two  miles,  the  ship  being  the  centre  pointy  and  consequently  his 
chief  employment  was  confined  to  the  operations  on  board  the 
ship ;  overhauling  the  breeches,  jackets,  trousers  and  mittens  of 
the  natives^  and  establishing  himself  as  the  first  merchant  in  that 
line  who  i^rer  visited  their  coasts,  Capt.  Parry  on  the  contraryt 
had  his  theatre  and  his  concerts — not  an  evening  passed^  if  even- 
ing there  could  be,  during  a  three  months  darkness,  that  a  play 
or  a  farce  was  not  acted,  and  the  crew  were  permitted  to  partake 
of  the  recreation,  although  cautioned  to  remember  that  they 
were  not  in  the  gallery  of  Astley's  or  the  Surrey,  where  it  is  a 
kind  of  privilege  of  their  cast,  to  be  as  boisterous  as  the  el^ 
ment  which  they  make  their  home.  It  is  true  that  Capt,  Parry 
had  his  school  on  board  the  Hecia,  and  on  the  return  of  his  ship 
to  England,  it  was  most  gratifying  to  him  to  learn  that  every 
man  on  board  could  read  his  bible«  We  pretend  not  to  appro* 
ciate  nor  to  judge  of  the  extent  of  the  talents  of  the  students  of 
the  HecIa,  nor  of  the  pedagogic  abilities  of  those  to  wbom 
their  education  was  entrusted,  but  this  we  do  know,  that  if 
of  the  students  of  the  Victory  could  not  read  their  bible 
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I  hey  suited  from  Wool  wi  civ  ll>^y  were  just  as  ignorant  of  its 
coDlents^  that  is,  as  far  as  self- perusal  could  extend,  as  when 
they  were  received  on  board  the  Isabella:  nevertheless  Capt« 
Ross  had  the  merit  of  following  a  good  example^  (and  there  is 
some  desert  attached  even  to  the  power  of  properly  discrimin- 
ating between  a  good  and  a  bad  example«)for  the  very  choice  of 
the  former  pre-supposes  the  existence  of  a  sound  and  superlative 
judgment  in  the  individual,  as  it  ia  not  every  man,  who  having 
two  roads  before  him,  the  one  leading  to  his  goal,  and  the 
other  diametrically  opposite,  that  can  from  the  very  force  of  his 
own  discrimination,  select  immediately  the  right  one. 

Respecting  the  amusements  provided  nn  board  the  Victory, 
they  were  like  angels'  visits,  very  few  and  far  between,  and  when 
they  did  appear,  they  were  also  like  those  ^ame  angels*  visits, 
for  a  very  few  participated  in  thera;  it  was  a  kind  of  Almacks^ 
in  which  aristocratical  pride  and  official  pomposity  bore  the 
•scendancy  over  honest  worth  and  plebeian  virtue,  and  where  a 
distinct  and  positive  line  was  drawn  between  the  commanders 
and  the  commanded^  beyond  wliich  it  was  tantamount  to  mutiny 
to  transgress.  Capt,  Ross  himself  was  not  a  sociable  character* 
but  in  extenuation  of  his  reserve  and  haughtiness,  it  must  be  ad- 
mitted that  the  school  in  which  he  had  been  bred,  namely,  the 
quarter  deck  of  a  British  man  of  war  is  not  the  one  best  adapted 
to  teach  a  man  urbanity  and  civility  towards  his  inferior ;  every 
thing  is  there  regulated  by  the  iron  power  of  authority,  and  in 
proportion  as  the  individual  stands  in  the  scale  of  rank,  he  assumes 
the  airs  and  consequence  of  his  station,  and  thinks  himself  entitled 
to  look  down  upon  the  grades  beneath  him,  with  superciliousness 
and  pride. 

Capt.  Parry  and  the  officers  under  him,  knew  the  exact  time 
when  they  could  unbend  and  assume  the  conduct  of  the  familiar, 
without  in  the  least  compromising  their  authority  or  their  rank, 
and  in  justice  it  must  be  said,  that  Commander  Ross  was  not  in 
any  way  inferior  to.  them,  in  the  occasional  assumption  of  that 
truly  politic  and  prudent  character;  but  with  Capt,  Ross  the  case 
WBi  different,  he  was  trebly  steeped  in  the  starch  of  official 
dignity^  the  maintenance  of  which  he   considet^d  \.o  euu'^x^X  \v\ 
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abHtractifig  himself  as  much  as  pnssiblo  from  ali  familiar  intCN 
rourse  with  those  who  were  hcneuth  him,  and  suffering'  no  oppor- 
tunity to  escape  him,  by  which  he  eoulti  shew  to  them  that  be 
was  their  superior  and  commander.  The  men  were  con^iofis 
that  they  owed  him  obedience;  they  were  not  equally  convinced 
that  they  owed  him  their  respect  and  esteem. 

To  tho!5e  who  have  studied  the  prominent  characters  of  savaj© 
life,  and  have  instituted  an  impartial  comparison  of  tlie  different 
virtues  hy  wlfnb  that  state  is  distinguished,  and  those  which 
appear  most  cnn^picuousty  amongst  a  civilized  people ♦  the  result 
has  g^enerally  been  manifest,  that  the  virtue  of  gratitude  exhibits 
itself  with  greater  force  in  a  state  of  savage  nature,  than  in  that  of 
civilization.  This  position  was  verified  in  several  instances,  in 
the  intercourse  of  the  Esquimaux  with  the  comparatively  civilized 
Europeans,  and  further  that  although  they  were  ignorant  of  ito 
precepts  of  Christianity  as  they  are  written  and  preached,  yet 
that  they  appeared  in  several  instances  to  possess  the  natural  dis- 
position to  practice  them,  thereby  putting  to  the  blush  the  iudi* 
viduals,  who  daily  read  their  bibles  and  professetl  to  regulate 
their  lives  according  to  the  precepts  contained  in  it. 

We  have  seen  that  the  conduct  of  Capt.  Ross  tow*ards  the  na- 
tives, although  at  first  kind,  friendly  and  conciliating,  degener- 
ated by  degrees  into  that  of  austerity,  cruelty  and  itihumanitjf. 
He  had  ubtuined  from  them  all  the  information,  which  they  liad 
it  in  their  power  to  give  ;  he  had  filled  his  flour-tubs  with  their 
valuables;  he  had  by  his  interested  kindness  and  generosity  ifO- 
pressed  upon  their  minds  the  belief,  that  he  Was  not  only  greatly 
their  superior  in  all  the  extrinsic  advantages  and  benefits  of  life, 
but  that  he  was  also  intrinsically  blessed  with  a  humane,  friendly, 
and  benevolent  disposition.  It  is  true  that  the  natives  had  com- 
mitted some  petty  thefts,  which  may  have  excited  thecholeraod 
indignation  of  Capt,  Ross,  but  in  his  native  country,  would  he  fitfl 
have  to  complain  of  the  theft  of  his  gold,  if  he  had  left  it 
lessly  exposed  to  some  of  the  lower  classes  I  Beyond  thifi  vetiia 
fault,  and  for  which  Capt,  Ross  ought  to  have  been  fully  pre* 
pared,  there  was  not  any  part  of  the  conduct  of  the  natives  ill 
the  huBt  deserving  of  reprobation  or  censure,  much  less  of 
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hard  and  austere  Irealtnent  wliich  ihey  wert5  daily  in  the  habit 
af  receiving. 

We  have  related  the  circumstance  of  the  abrupt  removal  of  the 
Ksquimaux  women  from  the  deck  of  the  Victory^  and  the  suffer- 
ings which  the  poor  creatures  underwent  from  their  exposure  to 
the  cold;  the  kindness  however,  which  the  fjailors  manifested 
towards  them,  made  them  some  amends  for  the  treatment  which 
tliey  had  received ;  and  it  was  during  their  walk  to  the  huts,  that 
tlio  sailors  contrived  to  make  known  to  them,  that  their  dogs  on 
board  were  much  in  want  of  food.  The  women  appeared  not  to 
take  any  notice  of  this  appeal  to  their  liberality^but  on  the  follow- 
iDg  day,  which  was  Sunday  the  Hth,  divine  service  was  scarcely 
over,  when  the  same  women  were  observed  approaching  the  ship, 
each  carrying  a  large  piece  of  blubber  for  the  dogs,  and  it  might 
be  supposed  that  for  this  act  of  kindness,  and  for  such  a  striking 
display  of  the  christian  precept  of  returning  good  for  evil,  Capt. 
Ross  would  have  bestowed  upon  them  some  reward — but  in  his 
eyes  it  appeared  to  be  nothing  more  than  the  proper  act  of  a  sub- 
ject towards  his  sovereign,  or  the  slave  towards  his  master.  Capt, 
Ross  had  perhaps  read  the  History  of  Rome,  and  remembered 
the  munificent  act  nf  Tiberius,  who,  when  the  inhabiiants  of 
CaprsBa  opened  their  magazines  of  wine  for  his  use,  and  on  his 
taking  possession  of  them,  expected  some  remuneration  fv)r  the 
sacrifice  which  they  had  made,  coolly  replied,  "  It  is  no  more  ■ 
than  their  duty."  The  sailors  of  the  Victory  entertained  not  i 
however  the  same  opinion  as  the  emperor  of  the  Romans,  or  the 
not  less  sovereign  commander  under  whom  they  served,  for  they 
took  the  opportunity,  during  their  escort  of  the  ladies  to  their 
huts,  to  remunerate  them  far  the  seasonable  supply  of  blubber,  hv 
the  present  of  a  few  needles,  and  so  rejoiced  were  they  at  the 
return  which  was  made  to  them  for  their  kindness,  that  had  the 
Miilors  taken  the  whole  stock  of  blubber,  which  their  husbands 
had  brought  home  on  the  preceding  day,  not  a  dissentient  voic« 
would  have  been  raised. 

To  those  who  have  perused  the  North  Georgia  Gazette,  ihe^ 
circumstance  cannot  have  escaped  them,  that  amongst  thecrew% 
iry  and  the  HecJa^  there  were  some  c\^o\c^  s^\n\^»  Wv^ 
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virhose  souls  nature  had  hifus^ecl  a  con'^ittcralilo  porlinn  of  Parnassian 
fire,  and  who  have  inimorlahzed  in  K«xa»uelers  and  nlexandrinei 
the  lu^es  of  Narlook  and  Ikmaiik,  and  all    their  own  great  aod 
glorious  achievements,  their  conquests  and  their  victoriee  ortr 
the  hosts  of  seals  and  walruses,  who  very  justly  considered  iU 
human  bipeds  as  base  intruders  on  tlieir  legitimate  domain,  which 
had  been  their  undisputed  right,  from  the  time  that  their  great 
progenitors  sprung  out  of  the  ground  before  Adam,  and  reeeitfd 
from  him  their   niime;  ivn  wIhcIk  they  steered  their  course  down 
the   Kuphrales;    found    their    way,    by  some    means,   into  tbf 
Euxine,  and  iheiicc  through  the  Hellespont  into  the   Medilef 
ranean,  where  after  stopping  for  a  short  time  to  view  an  erup- 
tion of  Mount  Etna,  which  they  fQund  rather  too  hot  for  thifli, 
they  plunged  through  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar  into  the  Atlantic, 
and  thence  shaping  their  course  direct  northwest,   (some  pofref 
of  Heaven  being  their   pilot,)  arrived    in  safety  in  Baffin*s  Bay* 
where  they  determined  to  domiciliate  themselves,  and  procectleJ 
to  carry  into  effect  the  great  mandate,  which  on  their  deparUift 
from  the  river  Pison,  was  given  io  them  by  Adam»  to  increawttii 
multiply  »^ And  verily  the  descendants  of  that  same  Adam,  foiw't 
on  their  arrival  in  the  adapted  country  of  the  seal  family,  that  the- 
said  mandate  had  been  fulfilled  in  an  extraordinary  degree.   That 
George  IV.  or  any  other  monarch,  of  whom  they  had  never  }m!ti 
before,  had  any  right  to  lake  possej^sion  of  their  country,  that  thef 
had  held  for  the  period  of  about  4000  years,  (proving  therebj 
irrefutably  that  the  family  of  the  Seals  in  point  of  antiquity 
superior  to  that  of  the  Guelphs,)  and  which  they  had  determi; 
to  keep  to  all   perpetuity,  was  in  their  opinion  so  contrary 
every  principle  of  justice,  ihat  it  was  no  wonder  that  war* 
battles  ensued,  which  roused  the   fire  of  the  poetic  geniusei 
the  Hecla  and  the  Fnry.  and  which  like  the  celebration  of  BU 
heim   by   Addison,  or  of  Waterloo  by  Walter  Scott,  have  bei 
versified  by  them  with  a  talent   which  an  Addison  or  a  Scoi 
especially  the  latter  could  never  reach,  for  of  the  effusion  of 
latter  poet  it  was  said — 

How  firo^trate  We  the  heaps  of  slain,  fl 

()n  VVaierloo^s  immortal  plain;  fl 
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Buc  none  by  labre  or  by  shot, 
Fell  half  so  flat  as  Walter  Scott. 

We  have  considered  ourselves  entitled  to  enter  into  the  fore- 
oing  digression,  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  a  new  eharaetei*, 
mongst  the  many  extraordinary  ones  which  have  already  figured 
Q  these  pages,  and  that  personage  is  no  other  than  the  Poet 
Aureat  of  the  Victory. 

We  know  that  it  is  customary  before  a  debutant  makes  his 
appearance  on  the  stage,  to  keep  the  spectators  for  some  minutes 
in  a  state  of  suspense,  in  order  that  their  curiosity  and  anxiety 
may  be  wound  up  to  the  highest  pitch,  in  anticipation  of  the 
phenomenon  that  is  forthcoming,  and  we  see  no  reason  why  the 
same  method  should  not  be  adopted  in  the  introduction  of  so  im- 
portant a  personage  as  a  poet,  in  the  very  nucleus  of  the  Arctic 
Regions,  sending  forth  the  effusions  of  his  prolific  imagination^ 
amidst  such  ardent  and  inspiring  objects  as  the  superlative  beauty 
of  the  Esquimaux  women,  the  exquisite  flavor  of  whale's  blubber, 
the  sublimity  of  an  iceberg,  the  grandeur  of  a  snow  storm,  the 
freezing  of  mercury,  the  incalculable  advantages  of  a  steam 
engine  in  the  middle  of  a  floe  of  ice,  and  though  last  not  least, 
of  Capt.  Ross  himself. 

With  that  modesty  however  which  is  inseparable  from  true 
merit,  we  are  requested  to  withhold  the  name  of  this  great 
aspirant  for  poetic  fame,  but  one  thing  may  be  relied  upon, 
which  is,  that  it  was  not  Capt.  Ross  himself,  for  it  would  be 
unjust  to  suppose  that  a  genius  of  his  transcendant  powers,  who, 
with  his  deep  sea  clamm  had  raised  the  mud  of  the  ocean,  and 
which  but  for  him  would  perhaps  never  have  been  raised  at  all, 
Mmid  descend  to  such  an  ignoble  occupation  as  that  of  tagging 
Aymes,  and  inditing  pastorals  in  a  country  where  a  Corydon 
uod  Phyllis  with  their  crook  and  lambkins  would  be  two  charact- 
fs  as  rare  to  be  found,  as  Punch  and  Judy  in  a  Methodist's 
hapel.  That  the  following  effusion  by  the  inspired  poet  of 
he  Victory,  will  be  copied  into  every  Annual  and  Magazine, 
articolarly  the  Evangelical  and  the  Methodist's,  but  xwA 


From  several  observations  made  by  Coumiander  Ross,  at  thii 
time,  *Iie  latitude  of  FeJix  Harbour  was  determined  to  be  69°.  ^| 
north,  ind  the  longitude  92**  *l*  west. 

The  weather  on  the  16th  being  extremely  fine,  Coraixiandfir 
Ross  went  to  the  huls.  and  having  assenabled  the  whole  tribe, 
he  told  them,  that  tliey  w^ere  a  set  of  accomplished  Tegljgtoka 
(thieves,)  and  thatunles  they  brought  all  the  things  back  whicb 
tijey  had  stolen,  they  should  never  be  allowed  to  come  near  the 
ship  again.  This  threat  had  the  desired  effect,  for  on  the 
following  day,  a  party  came  to  the  ship  and  brought  back  all 
the  stolen  prnperty»  and  amongst  the  thieves  appeared^  not  the 
least  conspicuous,  TuUooachiii  with  his  wooden  ieg,  who  hroupbt 
back  a  knife  which  he  had  stolen,  and  with  the  greatest  .sanj- 
froid  deposited  it  in  the  very  place,  from  which  he  had  taken  it, 
which  was  the  mess  berth  of  the  sailors.  They  did  not  appeif 
to  he  in  the  least  affected  with  any  shame  on  being  delected  !• 
their  little  thefts,  on  the  contrary  by  the  restitution  of  the  thin?*, 
they  seemed  to  think  that  they  had  fully  exonerated  themselves 
from  all  culpability,  and  that  they  ought  to  stand  as  high  as  evec 
they  did  in  the  estimation  of  the  crew. 

From  the  18th  to  the  *12nd  the  wind  blew  keenly  from  the 
north,  which  in  some  degree  impeded  the  extursions  of  the 
officers  on  shore,  but  still  the  ship  was  visited  every  day  by  th« 
EsquimauXt  who,  on  one  occasion  brought  the  skin  of  a  glutton 
and  of  a  musk  ox,  and  a  whole  seal,  for  the  latter  they  obtHined 
a  cheese  knife. 

It  may  be  here  necessary  to  mention,  that  the  articles  which 
Cnpt.  Ross  gave  to  the  Esquimaux  in  exchange  for  their  dre«sWi 
skins,  and  other  natural  productions  of  tlie  country,  were  in  feet 
the  presents  that  were  shipped  on  hoard  ihe  Fary,  and  wefO 
ftmnd  by  (*apt,  Ross  on  the  beach.  They  consisted  of  knives, 
mssars,  fish  hooks^  harpoon  heads,  darts^  cheese-knives,  a  Wis* 
&c.  It  became  a  question  amongst  the  crew  whether  C*ipt.  ^^ 
was  authorized  to  make  use  of  those  articles,  as  belonging  ^ 
government  in  the  way  of  exchange  for  the  productions  foo 
manufaclurcs  of  the  country,  and  then  appropriating  the  artiete* 
,  so  obttihwil  lu  his  bole  use.     They  argued  that  the  article«  wenr 
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filupped  by  government  on  board  the  Fury  as  presents  to  tho 
natives  of  whatever  country  they  might  yifiit,  for  the  purpose  of 
obtainiDg*  their  favor  and  confidence,  as  well  as  their  assistance 
under  any  trying  emergency  thai  raight  arise,  and  that  although 
they  might  certainly  be  considered  by  Capt.  Ross  in  the  light 
of  treasure-trove,  yet  it  did  not  follow  that  the  whole  of  them 
belonged  solely  lo  himself,  but  that  they  should  have  been  dis- 
tributed for  the  general  benefit  of  the  crew,  at  all  events,  that 
a  direct  mal-appropriation  of  them  was  committed  in  employing 
them  entirety  as  articles  of  barter^  and  not  in  tlie  way  for  which 
they  were  originally  intended  by  government. 

It  israthera  singular  circumstance,  that  the  fancy  ofCapt.  Rosr 

appeared  to  be  particularly  directed  to  the  dresses  of  the  natives; 

a»  no  great  objection  was  sometimes  shown  by  him  to  the  crew 

purrhasing  other  articles  of  tlieir  manufacture  ;  thus,  the  steward 

purchased  a  sledge  of  Tullooachiu,  and  on  examining  it»  it  was 

('m\d  to  be  made  of  salmon,  with  skins  sewed  over  them^  but  the 

Cross  pieces  were  the  leg  bones  of  the  rein-deer.     It  was  not  an 

Upciieous  conjecture  of  some  of  the  crew,  that  when  these  poor 

^B^iitures  are  driven  to  extremity  for  food,  tliey  turn  to,  and  make 

H^ainty  meal  of  their  sledges,  as  with  the  exception  of  the  rein- 

Hser  bones,  the  whole  of  them  h  eatable.     When  we  refer  to  the 

ffesniption  which  Capt.  Franklin  gives,  of  the  different  articles 

^f  food  by  which  he  and  his  party  were  maintained,  the  corapo- 

Bint  parts  of  the  sledge  of  an  Esquimaux  would  under  eircum- 

■•tttnces  of  extreme  want,  he  considered  a   real  dainty.     There 

^^not  be  any  compari5ton»between  a  meal  of  tripe  de  roche,  and 

^Blfi  itinking  marrow  of  a  rein*deer  bone,  and  a  piece  of  dried 

^Klmon.  which  by  its  exposure  to  the  frost  has  been  kept  from 

^■itridity  ;   indeed  the  epicures  amongst  the  Esquimaux  do  not 

^witale  to  declare  that  the  flavour  of  the  salmon  is  rather  en- 

^Buiced  by  its  long  keeping,  on  the  same  principtei  we  suppose, 

^Butthe  flavor  of  ihe  game  of  this  country  rises  in  the  eslimatiun 

^■tlie  epicure,  in  proportion  as  the  bird  or  animal  apprr  m 

^■llriditv.    At  all  events  it  must  be  a  novel  and  curious  e  I 

^Bobftenre  ii  party  of  Esquimaux  cutting  up  a  sledge^  ami  I 

F^  pieces  of  salmon  according  to  iheir  respective  tai 
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it<^i\9oning  them  with  some  of  the  c*.  extracted  from  the  bliibl>er 
of  the  whale.  The  latter  condiment  is  to  the  Esquimaux,  «%hat  J 
Burgess'  Anchovy  Is  to  the  citizens  of  London,  and  instances  nroB 
not  rare,  in  which  an  Ksquimaux  has  been  known  to  devour  fnuf 
pounds  of  seal  flesh  or  of  salmon,  well  soaked  in  whale  oil  at 
one  meal,  with  about  half  a  gallon  of  water  a«  the  beverag-e* 

It  appearing  from  the  report  of  the  natives,  that  the  Glutton 
had  made  its  annual  visit  to  the  country,  several  skiO'*  of  which 
animal  they  had  brought  to  the  ship  for  purchase,  Capt.  Rtm 
ordered  the  mecimnics  of  the  vessel  to  construct  some  traps  for  the 
express  purpose  of  catching  them,  as  a  high  value  was  put  Upon 
their  skins  although  the  equivalent  given  to  the  Esqurmaux  for 
them,  was  comparatively  speaking,  a  mere  bauble. 

On  the  *23rd,  a  party  of  Esquimaux  visited  the  ship.  briilg!a|, 
with  them  the  skin  of  a  glutton  and  a  seal,  for  V«fhich  they  received 
in  return  a  knife»  but  it  was  surprising  to  ob^ve,  that  great  a* 
their  anxiety  appeared  to  be,  to  become  tlie  proprietors  of  6<J 
valuable  an  article  as  a  knife,  not  the  least  quarrelling  or  altered* 
tion  took  place  between  them,  when  the  article  was  handed  over 
to  one  particular  individuaL  The  seal  was  brought  on  a  sledge 
drawn  by  a  dog,  and  the  dexterity  with  which  they  skinned  it, 
could  not  have  been  surpassed  by  the  most  skilful  anatomist.       fl 

Several  ravens  were  now  seen  hovering  about  the  ship,  which 
is  alwi^ys  ctKn*tidered  by  the  nativCR  as  a  good  omen,  it  being 
indicative  that  the  seals  and  walruses  are  plentiful  in  the  adjacettt 
8eas,as  it  is  from  the  offal  of  their  bodies  that  those  birds  generall 
obtain  their  sustenance,     Commander  Ross  made  several  attempti 
to  kill  the  ravens,  but  they  appeared  to  possess  all  the  cunning 
their  species,  keeping  as  much  as  possible  out  of  reach   of  th« 
shot;  their  bodies  however  were  only  wanted  as  specimens 
the  different  kinds  o\  Sirds  indigenous  to  the  country,  and  tw 
being  already  in  the  cabinet  of  Capt  Ross,  their  escape  was  con 
sidered  a  matter  of  minor    importance.     The  officers   in   iKeii 
excursions  were  however  more  fortunate  in  killing  the  foxei  ami 
hares, as  they  seldom  returned  vfithout  some  booty.     The  forme^ 
were  only  prized  on  account  of  their  skins,  but   the  hares  i>"^V 
grouse  formed  a  delectable  treat  to  the  elite  of  the  cabin^ although 
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purtition  0ometimeft  of  a  single  grouse  was  regarded  with 
igs  very  much  akin  to  those,  which  a  pack  of  schoolboja 
lit  OD  the  cubing  up  of  a  twelfth-eake,  each  fearing  that 
tier  may  obtain  the  largest  share. 

ier«  was  scarcely  a  single  instance  during  the  slay  of  the 
ory  in  Felix  Harbour,  of  an  Esquimaux  coming  individually 
e  ship,  but  on  the  morning  of  the  24th.  a  woman  was  ob- 
sd  approaching,  unaccompanied  by  any  of  her  tribe,  and  with 
assurance,  which  indicated  that  she  had  come  upon  some 
iai  purpose.     She  ascended  the  gangway,  and  placed  herself 

ttbe  companion  hatchway,  an  if  she  had  almost  a  right, 
e  the  station,  which  she  had  selected.  Considering  the 
^e  mode  of  life  to  which  she  was  addicted,  and  the  total 
[loe  of  all  cultivation  mental  or  personal,  in  which  she  had 
I  from  her  earliest  day«,  there  was  a  majesty  in  her  demeanor, 
an  intelligence  beaming  in  her  eye,  which  stamped  her  at 
the  superior  amongst  her  fellows,  and  declared  that  she  was 
»f  those,  whom  nature  selects  amongst  a  horde,  like  the  genius 
ivilized  life,  to  give  them  by  the  force  of  their  intellect, 
^r,  dominion  and  influence  over  the  more  rude  and  iguurant 
leir  species.  It  appeared  that  the  imputation,  which  Corn- 
ier Ross  had  thrown  upon  her  tribe,  that  they  were  Tiklig- 
tf  or  thieves,  had  rankled  in  the  mind  of  this  extraordinary 

»and  on  finding  an  iron  belaying  pin,  which  had  been 
pray  by  one  of  her  associates,  she  resolved  to  take  upon 
the  nfllee  of  restoring  it,  and  drawing  it  from  under  her 
nent,  she  laid  it  upon  tho  binnacle,  with  an  air  of  hauteur 
itie  defied  every  one  to  cast  any  further  imputation  upon  her 
BCapt,  Ross  being  informed  of  the  arrival  uf  this  w^oman, 
le  name  was  Okkaru,  the  word  signifying  a  tongue  in  the 
limaux  language,  and  which  was  bestowed  upon  her  on 
unt  of  her  eloquential  powers,  she  was  admitted  into  tho 
Q.  and  her  demeanor  there  soon  betrayed  the  superior  strength 
if  intellect «  by  the  total  absence  of  that  vacant  wonder,  which 

•distinguishes!  the  uncultivated  savage,  on  his  first  intro- 
to  the  objects  of  science  and  of  civilized  life.  She 
id  herself  in  a  chair  without  stopping  for  an  invitation,  and 
H.  3  if 
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seeing  a  violin  mippended  in  a  corneT  of  the  cabin,  &he  appeal 
almost  instinctively  to  know  its  use,  and  gave  them  to  know 
signs,  that  i^be  should  like  to  hear  the  sound  of  it;  a  few  cho 
were  struck  upon  it,  and  as  if  bitten  by  a  tarantula^  she  begi 
immediately  to  dance,  but  stopped,  as  soon  as  the  music 
Commander  Ross  now  asked  her  to  favour  them  with  a  soi^ 
but  like  certain  other  accomplished  dngers,  she  required  a  iji 
deal  of  pressing' heft  I  re  she  wuuld  "t  rant  the  request;  and  she  all 
resembled  rertain  sin<Ters  in  another  particular,  for  having  oni 
began  to  sing,  there  was  no  fcuch  a  thinj^  as  stopping  her.  II( 
Bong  was  like  our  Chevy* chase,  with  a  few  of  the  fon^rcsl  of  ll 
Percy  ballads  following  in  succession;  or  she  was  like  the  inri 
vidual,  who  really  could  not  sing,  although  his  companions 
ill  their  own  minds  convinced  to  the  contrary,  and  therefore 
importuned  the  unfortunate  wight  with  their  entreaties,  that 
bo  revenged  upon  them  for  their  obstinacy,  h6  selected  the  ti 
lines: 


r  wai  (here  all  the  whilp. 
At  the  tiefe  of  Kelleisliw 


I 


and  with  some  slight  modulation  of  the  voice,  continued  to  d 
ihem  for  above  half  an  hour^  until  he  drove  the  major  part  of  b 
audience  out  of  the  room,  considering  that  the  fellow  was  d 
cidedly  road.  Fortunately  however  for  the  ears  of  Capt,  Rd 
and  those  of  the  remainder  of  the  audieneoj  this  Catalan!  of  1 
Esquimaux  got  to  the  end  of  her  bravura,  and  Commander  R 
made  up  his  mind,  that  if  Okkaru  ever  visited  the  ship  agai 
never  to  invite  her  to  sing. 

But  the  superior  intelligence  of  this  extraordinary  wi 
was  perhaps  the  most  conspicuous  in  the  readiness^  with  wt| 
she  was  made  to  comprehend  the  manner  of  laying  down 
paper,  the  geographical  outline  of  that  ptut  of  the  coa^t 
America,  with  which  she  was  acquainted,  and  the  oeighbu 
ing  Islands,  so  as  to  construct  a  chart.  It  was  at  first  foi 
difficult  to  make  her  comprehend  what  was  meant,  but  C 
mander  Ross  discovered  that  she  was  acquainted  with 
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cardinal  pmots  of  the  compass;  for  on  mcDtiouiiig  the  word 
Karmunngnak,  she  pointed  to  the  north — at  thai  of  Pingungnak, 
lo  the  south — at  that  of  Ooagnuk,  to  the  west — and  at  that  of 
Neetfuk,  to  the  east:  ho  theu  shewed  her  the  charts  which  had 
been  laid  down  of  the  country  and  seas  to  the  westward  by  some 
of  her  tribe^  on  their  first  coming  on  board  the  Victory,  and 
following  the  tracings  with  her  finger,  she  shook  her  head  on 
coming  to  a  particular  part>  as  if  denoting  that  it  was  erroneous. 
She  was  now  requested  to  alter  it,  as  perhaps  the  very  success  of 
the  expedition  depended  upon  the  information^  which  she  was 
about  to  furnish,  and  it  would  greatly  have  amused  an  unconcerned 
looker  on>  to  have  watched  the  anxiety  and  suspense  depicted 
oo  the  countenances  of  the  group,  by  whom  she  was  surrounded, 
for  never  were  the  tracings  of  a  pencil  regarded  with  more  eager 
solicitude.  The  Esquimaux,  who  had  been  previously  consulted^ 
bud  made  the  bay  in  which  the  Victory  then  was,  approaching 
nearly  to  a  Cul  de  sac,  at  all  events  a  difference  was  distinct  as 
to  the  existence  of  an  open  sea  to  the  westward,  some  denying 
it,  and  others  affirming  it.  From  the  information  of  Okkaru,  it 
appeared  that  there  was  an  open  sea,  at  the  distance  of  about  fifty 
stniks^  but  a  great  difficulty  here  presented  itself;  of  definitively 
iletermining  that  distance  from  the  term  which  she  had  used. 
Senik  in  the  Esquimaux  signifies  sleep,  and  they  distinguish  the 
distances  from  place  to  lace  by  so  many  seniks,  or  sleeps^  but  the 
length  of  their  sleeps  differs  ysiderably  in  winter  and  summw, 
the  senik  of  tho  former  being  much  longer  than  that  of  the 
latter.  On  referring  however  to  the  voyage  of  Capt.  Parry p  it 
was  found  that  one  day's  sailing  of  the  ship  was  about  equal  to 
forty  seniks,  and  therefore,  according  to  the  information  of  Ok- 
Aafu,  the  open  sea  was  not  much  further  than  one  days  sailing  or 
fifty  seniks.  In  order  however  to  try  the  veracity  of  OAAarw'.?  in 
formation,  she  was  requested  to  draw  the  line  of  the  coast  which 
they  had  themselves  examined  on  their  passage  to  Felix  Harbour, 
and  they  found  her  delineation  of  it  to  be  perfectly  correct; 
they  were  therefore  privileged  to  assume,  that  as  her  infurma- 
lion  on  one  point  was  according  to  their  own  experience,  con- 
fonoable  to  the  truths  it  wds  also  §o  on  V\ie  o\\v«t^  ^\idi\\.^^^ 
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the  source  of  no  liltio  gratification  to  Capt.  Ross,  lo  bare  the 
opinion  confirmed  by  an  individual^  who  appeared  to  possess  sucb 
extraordinary  talent,  of  the  existence  of  an  open  »ea  lo  ihe 
westward,  and  Okkaru  became  in  consequence  a  great  &vourit« 
on  board  the  Victory.  The  result  however  of  her  superior  under- 
standing* and  the  attention  that  was  shown  to  her,  was  just 
what  rrsfght  have  been  expected  ;  Okkaru  was  a  female,  and 
what  female  head  is  indiflerent  to  praise,  whether  it  be  on  the 
shoulders  of  an  Esquimaux,  or  a  native  of  Middlesex*  She  fouod 
that  she  wa§  treated  with  a  degree  of  confidence,  far  superior  to 
what  was  shown  to  the  other  females  of  her  tribe ;  for  wfaileEt 
they  were  not  permitted  to  ascend  the  gangway,  and  were  kept 
shivering  in  the  outer  air»  exposed  to  all  the  violence  of  tlie 
elements,  the  watchman  on  the  gangway  made  way  fur  Okkara, 
as  if  she  actually  belonged  to  the  ship;  it  is  not  therefore  to  be 
wondered  at  that  she  became  giddy  with  her  exaltation^  and 
began  to  assume  certain  airs,  wliich  although  infinitely  diversi- 
fied in  their  operation  according  to  circumstances^  perhaps 
universally  attend  a  too  sudden  accession  of  £rood  fortune  is 
every  child  of  Adam  from  the  equator  to  Felix  Harbour,  The 
consequeme  of  all,  which  was  that  Okkaru  was  spoiled;  she  eon- 
sidered  her  admission  into  the  ship  and  most  of  the  cmbiosBO 
longer  as  an  indulgence  but  a  matter  of  rii^^ht ;  she  oeased  la 
return  the  slightest  acknowledgment  for  any  kindness  or  preteidi; 
became  listless  and  inattentive  in  unravelling  the  meaning  of  tbe 
.juestions  that  were  propounded  to  her,  and  careless  whether  her 
answers  conveyed  the  information  which  was  desired;  in  sbert 
Okkaru  in  the  middle  of  February  and  Okkaru  on  the  1st  of 
March  were  confessedly  very  different  persons,  at  the  same  time 
It  afiorded  no  little  amusement  to  observe  the  airs  and  graced 
which  she  put  on,  whenever  one  of  her  countrywomen  accosteA 
her;  turning  her  back  upon  her,  as  if  it  were  a  condescemitf^l 
to  speak  to  her  ;  nor  was  it  very  ^asy  for  any  of  the  crew  to  f^^^ 
suade  themselves  that  the  Okkaru  who  brought  the  belaying  p^«^' 
and  was  glad  to  receive  a  needle  in  return,  was  the  same  per»o  •* 
who  strutted  about  the  deck  of  the  Victory,  as  if  she  were 
p^tm  herself  on  board  tbe  ve«a»\  o?  ^l^e  A^uihony.     T 


e  Cl»^ 

Tbs  ^M 


mVAGE   OF  CAPT.    ROSS. 


269 


ation  ctOkkaru  was  in  many  instances  confirmed  resp^eting^  a 
•ea  to  the  westward,  but  as  to  the  possibility  of  navigating  it, 
was  a  question  which  subsequent  events  were  to  confirm  or 
disprove. 

On  the  2Sth  the  Esquimaux  brought  another  seat,  but  they 
were  not  admitted  on  board.  After  the  performance  of  divine 
tiervicc,  it  being  the  sabbath  day,  tbe  crew  asked  permission  to 
take  a  walk  to  the  huts,  but  the  request  was  most  peremptorily 
refused,  in  fact,  the  diRposition  of  Capt,  Ross  appeared  to 
partake  of  the  nature  of  a  vane,  and  in  some  degree  to  be  regu- 
lated by  the  quarter  from  which  the  wind  blew.  He  certainly 
never  condescended  to  give  a  reason  for  the  refusal  which  he 
gave  to  the  crew,  but  it  appeared  to  arise  more  from  the  whim 
of  the  moment,  than  from  any  good  and  substantial  cause.  The 
Esquimaux  received  a  few  fish-hnoks  for  the  seal^  but  ihey  did 
not  appear  very  well  satisfied  with  their  reward,  and  as  a  proof, 
on  the  following  day  they  brought  a  glutton,  but  they  would  not 
part  with  it  until  they  knew  what  they  were  to  receive  for  it ; 
wbicli  proves  that  notwithstanding  their  apparent  stupidity  and 
ignorance,  they  began  to  ascertain  some  correct  ideas  of  the 
principles  of  traffic,  by  not  piirting  with  an  article,  until  the 
equivalent  was  determined  upon. 

The  month  of  February  ended  wiih  fine  iveathor  but  a  very 
slight  diminution  in  the  intenHity  of  the  froist. 
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TTie  following  is  the  scale  of  the  Temperaiure  of  ike  air,  I 
the  Thermometer  for  the  month  of  February,  1830. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


PIOCEEDIKGS  FEOM  THE  FIRST  OF  MARCH,  1830,  TO  THE  FIUST  OF  SEPTEMBBE,  1BS0 


Notwithstanding  the  treatment,  which  the  Esquimaux  rd-> 
ceived^  they  continued  their  visits  daily  to  the  ship,  bringing 
with  them  a  number  of  articles,  the  majority  of  which   were 
claimed  and  purchased  by  Capt.  Ross.     Commander  Ross  find- 
ing that  the  trap,  which  he  had  constructed  for  the  caption  of  the 
gluttons  did  not  prove  successful,  he  questioned  some  of  the  Es- 
quimaux on  the  subject,  and  they  agreed  to  build  one  for  him  on 
their  own  construction.    They  accordingly  accompanied  him  to 
ft  particular  place,  where  it  was  alleged  that  the  gluttons  fre- 
quented, but  strange  to  tell,  not  a  glutton  was  caught  in  the  , 
trap,  although  it  was  subsequently  discovered  that  the   worthy 
Commander,  in  spite  of  his  superior  sense  and  wisdom  was  himself 
^ught  in  the  trap,  which  the  stupid  and  simple  Esquimaux  had  laid 
for  him.    It  appeared  indeed  most  surprising  to  the  Commander, 
that  the  natives,  especially  the  two,  who  had  assisted  him  in  the 
<Jon8truction  of  the  trap,  seldom  visited  the  ship  without  bring- 
ing a  glutton  with  them,  but  although  he  visited  his  trap  daily, 
not  a  glutton  was  to  be  seen,  yet  by  the  marks  of  their  steps  in 
the  snow,  it  was  evident  that  they  had  been  close  to  it.     Suspect- 
ing that  he  was  the  dup^  of  these  artless,  simple  people,  and  though 
not  exactly  a  glutton  himself,  that  he  had  been  entrapped  by 
hem,  he  resolutely  accused  them  at  once,  Tiklikpoke  kakawick 
nikkee,  "  you  steal  glutton."     In  many  previous  instances,  Com- 
lander  Ross  had  succeeded  in  impressing  upon  the  minds  of  the 
itives,  that  he  possessed  some  secret  power  of  discoN^V\w^^ 
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ftctiom,  and  parlicularlv,  where  any  fraud  was  attempted  to  be 
pr&etised  upon  him,  and  in  the  present  case,  the  conviction  was 
^^  itrong  upon  them,  that  he  was  privy  to  the  whole  oi  liei 
proceed  ings,  that  they  confessed  that  two  gluttons  had  been 
caught  ill  the  trap,  but  by  a  refinement  of  reasoning  scarcely  to. 
be  expected  from  such  uncultivated  creatures,  they  argued  thit 
as  tiey  had  brought  the  gluttons  to  the  ship,  they  had  rather 
per^'ormed  an  act  of  kindness,  than  one  for  which  they  should  h^ 
censured ;  but  then  Commander  Ross  informed  them,  that  as  the 
gluttons  wore  caught  in  his  own  trap,  they  were  consecjuently 
his  properly,  and  therefore  they  ought  not  to  have  demanded 
the  same  reward,  as  if  they  had  been  caught  in  traps  of  tlMJ|J 
own  setting.  To  which  the  natives  replied  with  all  the  cuni^|| 
of  the  Jesuit,  that  they  had  not  exacted  the  reward  for  the  anf- 
inals,  but  for  the  iroublo  of  bringing  them.  There  was  on  ibe 
part  of  Commander  Rus^,  no  surmounting  this  piece  of  deep  can- 
uislry,  and  he  simply  informed  the  natives,  that  for  the  future  he 
would  take  upon  himself  the  trouble  of  conveying  the  captured 
animals  to  the  ship.  They  appeared  fully  dispof^ed  to  acquiesco 
in  this  deter minalion  of  the  Commander,  still  no  gluttons  were 
caught  in  his  trap,  althouf;h  the  natives  continued  to  brbg 
them.  One  morning,  Commander  Ross  found  a  fox  in  the  trap, 
but  gome  circumstances  led  him  to  believe,  that  the  animal  wti 
put  there  designedly  by  the  natives,  for  the  purpose  of  deceiving 
him,  and  appropriating  to  themselves  the  v?hoIe  trade  iiitha 
gluttons,  as  being  far  more  valuable  than  the  foxes. 

On  the  2d  a  party  of  Esquimaux  carne  to  the  ship  with  tb© 
information  of  the  death  of  Uliclu,  the  father  of  TuUooachiu,  %nA 
who  had  been  drawn  to  the  ship  on  a  sledge,  the  first  day  that 
the  communication  was  opened  between  the  natives  and  tb* 
crew  of  the  vessel.  As  this  was  the  first  death  that  had  occurre<l 
in  the  tribe  since  the  arrival  of  the  Victory,  it  was  the  anxiottS 
desire  of  Mr.  Mc'Diarmid  to  obtain  his  corpse,  and  particularly 
his  head,  as  a  subject  of  comparative  anatomy,  and  the  sequel 
will  shew  the  difficulties  which  attended  the  acquisition  of  it. 
^  The  party,  who  brought  the  information  of  the  death  of  Ulict^* 
had  with  them  one  of  the  finest  dogs,  which  had  been  Men  iO' 
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Jiat  i»art  of  the  country :  it  was  purchased  by  Capt.  Rom  at  a 
omparatively  high  price,  and  so  allured  were  the  natives  by  the 
expected  extent  of  it,  that  on  the  following  day,  the  same 
rty  made  their  appearance,  each  bringing  with  them  a  dog-, 
ally  expecting  that  no  objection  would  be  raised  to  purchase 
Ihe  whole  pack  on  the  same  advanlagenus  terras.  In  this  how- 
ver  they  were  disappointed,  for  as  Capt.  Ross  was  not  at  that 
lime  disposed  to  add  to  his  stock  of  the  canine  species,  and  the 
bbole  of  the  crew  being  prohibited  from  purchasing  any,  the 
atires  were  obliged  to  retrace  their  steps  homewards*  driving 
heir  unmarketable  commodity  before  them  like  so  many  pigs^ 
md  with  the  most  evident  signs  of  disappointment  depictured 
ID  their  countenance. 

Not  a  day  elapsed  withuut  some  addition  being  made  to  th© 
ktock  of  peltry,  and  un  one  occasion,  the  natives  brought  the 
betus  of  a  seal,  repre^^enting  it  as  a  peculiar  dainty ;  not  a  little 
prise  was  however  manifested  by  them,  when  they  found  that 
heir  dainty  morsel  was  rejected,  and  evidently  with  signs  of  dis- 
^«l;  one  of  them  however  carefully  took  it  under  his  arms,  and 
teralty  licked  it  with  his  tongue,  smacking  his  lips,  as  if  the 
Lfite  were  most  gratifying  to  him. 

Commander  Ross  spent  the  greater  part  of  the  3rd  at  the  oh* 
$r?atory,  but  little  tram^pired  as  to  the  result  of  his  observations, 
s  the  season  advanced,  the  anxiety  of  Capt.  Ross  increased  to  ob- 
JD  every  possible  information  relative  to  the  surrounding  seas,  and 
ling  in  accidentally  with  two  of  the  natives,  who  appeared  to 
liter  informed  than  the  others  relative  to  the  adjacent  coasu*- 
required  uf  them  to  draw  on  a  level  patch  of  snow  the  course 
the  land  or  coast,  and  to  point  out  where  was  the  nearest  place 
the  sea  on  the  other  side.     Their  information  was  however  by 
means  of  an  encouraging  nature,  for  they  could   not  be  in* 
uced  to  depart  from  their  original  opinion,  that  no  passage  ex- 
d  to  the  other  sea,  but  they  brought  the  land  all  round,  signify- 
ig  thereby  that  the  Victory  was  in  a  large  bay,  studded  with 
tany  islands,  and  that  the  place  where  she  then  lay  was  nothing 
ore  than  a  small  creek,  between  two  of  the   larger  islands, 
ccording  to  their  account  however,  there  v.  as  a  VawipAblV^^  Vo  nX\^ 
J& 2  N 
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north  east,  about  the  distance  of  fifty  seniks,  to  which  their  tribt 
were  anoually  io  the  habit  of  resorting'  during  the  summer^  for 
the  purpose  of  f  atehiiig  some  large  fish  of  the  salmon  kind,  wbil* 
on  the  banks  the  rein-deer  were  found  in  great  abundance*  Witl| 
that  pronenesfi  that  is  natural  to  the  human  mind  to  belieye  thai 
which  we  wish  to  be  true,  no  great  degree  of  faith  was  attaebpJ 
to  the  report  of  these  Esquimauv,  and  principally  because  the/ 
differed  from  the  report  which  had  been  given  by  Okkaru,  bul 
when  it  is  considered  that  their  method  of  expressing  theraselres, 
was  scarcely  intelligible  to  those  to  whom  it  was  addreswd, 
accompanied  at  the  same  time  by  a  great  difficulty  on  their  part 
in  making  the  natives  comprehend  what  they  meant;  it  is  vei^ 
possible  that  the  discrepancy  in  their  different  reports  wasnotso 
great  as  it  might  at  first  appear  to  be ;  at  all  events,  taking  the  m 
formation  which  had  been  received  on  the  whole*  it  wasbyoo 
means  encouragi^ig  to  the  adventurous  mariners,  who  begaa  Ic 
suspect  that  they  were  in  a  cul  de  sac,  and  that  instead  of  al 
tempting  to  penetrate  further  westward,  their  most  prudent  plat 
would  be  to  retrace  their  course,  and  seek  for  the  ultlmall 
object  of  their  voyage  in  another  quarter. 

On  the  5th  March,  the  whole  tribe  of  the  Esquimaux  amounting 
to  70,  deserted  their  winter  hdbilations,  and  separated  in  djffereiri 
parties  or  divisions,  one  directing  their  course  to  their  sumowM 
station  about  ten  miles  distant  from  the  ship,  and  another  lo 
chain  of  islands  that  lay  from  the  ship  in  the  direction  of  N,  N.H 
Two  women  left  one  of  the  parties  and  came  to  the  ship  wil 
some  articles  of  peltry,  and  having  obtained  their  price  for  thei 
they  returned  highly  satisfied. 

Mr.  Mc'Diarmid  having  ascertained  that  the  natives,  in  eoi 
formity  with  their  general  custom,  had  left  the  corpse  of  Illici 
behind,  he,  accompanied  by  another  of  the  officers,  repaired  t 
the  hut8,  but  the  corpse  was  not  to  be  found.  ]t  was  now  conjed 
ured,  that  the  infarmation  which  had  been  given  them,  of  tl 
corpse  being  still  in  the  hut,  was  given  with  the  design  of  mk 
leading  them,  for  although  comparatively  speaking,  they  can 
very  little  about  it»  yet  on  account  of  the  enquiries,  which  In 
been  made  respecting  it,  by  certain  parties  belonging  to  the  i 
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Idea  bad  entered  into  the  minds  of  the  natives,  that  the 
CabloonaSt  or  Europeans,  attach  some  value  to  it,  and  therefore 
tad  buried  it,  or  taken  it  away  with  them*  On  the  following 
iay,  however,  three  women  came  to  the  ship,  with  the  information 
tiat  the  new  settlement  waa  about  twenty  seniks  to  the  south  east» 
md  on  being  questioned  respecting^  the  corpse ^  they  all  agreed 
liatit  was  left  in  one  of  the  huts,  and  they  described  the  particular 
i  in  which  it  was  to  be  found.  These  women  brought  the 
kead  of  a  bear,  but  no  further  use  could  be  made  of  it,  than 
inking  it  in  the  sea^  and  reducing  it  to  a  skeleton  by  tho 
ihrimps  eating  off  the  flesh.  The  distance  not  being  very  great 
to  the  new  station  of  the  Esquimaux,  Mr.  Thorns  and  Mr. 
tfe'Diarmid  set  out  on  an  expedition  to  discover  ihenn  and  tlipy 
bund  them  exactly  as  the  women  had  described  them.  At  the 
same  time  Commander  Ross  went  in  one  of  the  sledges  obtained 
From  the  Esquimaux,  and  drawn  by  his  own  dogs  to  l^akkee  IIlll^ 
BO  tailed  as  being  the  place  from  which  the  huts  of  the  YahH,  or 
Esquimaux  could  be  seen  ;  the  distance  was  three  miles  and  a 
half,  and  the  dogs  performed  it  in  twenty-seven  minutes.  Hia 
purpose  was  to  try  the  velocity  of  sound.  He  returned  in 
twenty  eight  minutes. 

Although  from  the  state  of  the  weather,  it  was  not  supposed 
that  the  corpse  of  Illiciu  would  be  speedily  decomposed,  yet  us 
authentic  information  had  been  received  of  the  exact  hut  iit 
which  was  to  be  found,  a  party  was  sent  to  ascertain  the  truth 
Ckf  it,  and  on  entering  the  hut  il  was  actually  found  with  the 
diest  cut  open,  as  &r  down  as  the  navel,  and  so  thick  was  the 
layer  of  fat,  that  with  the  skin  it  measured  J  of  an  inch;  His 
funeral  couch  was  a  bed  of  snow,  and  it  spoke  but  little  for  the 
iitial  affection  of  his  sons,  of  whom  he  had  five,  that  they  should 
leave  their  aged  parent,  like  a  bea»t  that  had  died  in  his  den,  to 
radually  decomposed  by  the  elements,  or  to  fall  a  prey  to  the 
e  animals  of  the  country*  Literally  speaking  there  is  very 
itlle  difference  between  a  grave  of  snow  and  a  grav  -»!, 

indeed  by  some  the  former  would  be  preferred,  who  hn 
is\\  dislike  about  them,  that  the  worms  should   ric 

i*r  a  form^  which,  whilst  In  life^  had  cost  them  t^o  ti 
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to  keep  in  repair,  and  so  much  expence  to  beautify  and  adorn 
But  there  appears  to  be  a  feeling  natural  to  the  human  heart,  re- 
aped ing  the  last  resting  place  of  those,  to  whom  we  have  been 
attached  bj  the  bonds  of  affect ioo,  and  there  are  few  sooieiiaf^ 
even  in  the  nnost  savag-e  life,  in  which  that  feeling  is  not  di«»' 
played  in  the  most  amiable  manner.  In  this  respect,  howefer, 
the  Esquimaux  ap|»ear  to  stond  in  the  very  lowest  degree  of  humtB 
nature;  it  is  true,  that  they  sometimes  bury  their  dead,  either  in 
the  snow  or  a  trench  dug  in  the  ground,  but  tliis  only  happens  la 
those  seasons,  when  an  immediate  removal  from  their  present  placi 
of  abode  would  be  inconvenient.  The  ceremony  of  iaterroeot  ii 
therefore  not  performed  from  any  respect  due  to  the  dead^  but  if 
a  mere  matter  of  convenience  to  the  living;  for  as  in  the  ca««af 
the  death  of  llUctu,  the  tribe  preferred  vacating  their  habitatiooi 
and  removing  to  a  distant  quarter^  than  to  incur  the  trouble  of  dig- 
ging  a  trench  (qt  the  body,  which  it  must  be  allowed  with  their  nidi 
and  inadequate  tools,  is  a  taek  of  no  little  difficulty,  where  thesoU 
itself  is  as  hard  to  penetrate  as  if  it  were  of  granite.  Theloul 
absence  of  all  notion  of  a  resurrection,  or  of  an  after  life»  toftf 
certainly  in  a  great  degree  operate  to  regulate  the  conduct  of  tbt 
Esquimaux  towards  their  dead,  not  that  it  intrinsically  tnattfiS 
in  regard  lu  that  great  important  point,  whether  the  corpse  bi 
gradually  mouldering  in  the  marble  mausoleum,  or  whether  it  b« 
left  bleachingin  the  storms  of  an  arrlic  winter;  but  they  regafi 
a  human  corpse  as  a  thing  so  totally  undeserving  of  all  respect 
or  attention,  that  to  bestow  any  trouble  upon  it,  when  their  own 
Interest  or  convenience  is  not  concerned,  would  &ppcar  to  tb^d 
as  a  total  waste  of  time*  They  had  not  even  given  themsekel 
the  pains  to  undress  the  reverend  father  of  their  tribe,  (or  Illicit 
was  the  most  aged  amongst  them,  and  when  the  visiting  partj 
entered  the  hut,  one  of  the  first  things  which  struck  the  atlenlioB 
of  Chimham  Thomas,  the  carpenter,  was  the  sound  condiliQ|^ 
Jllictus  boots,  which  were  made  of  seals  skin.  Acting  upflWB 
principle  that  there  is  no  sin  in  robbing  the  dead^  and  ThdW^ 
being  at  that  particular  time  much  in  want  of  a  good  pair  < 
boots,  he  very  deliberately  cut  them  off,  and  retunied  with  hi 
tfooty  to  the  shin 
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the    return   of  the    party    with  the    intell 
discovery  of  the  corpse,  Capt,   Ross  determined  that  as  it  had 
^en    deprived    by   the  carpenter   of  one  of  its  extremities,  ho 
would    without  any    further  loss  of  time    obtain  possession  of 
the  other,   and   he   therefore  despatched  Mr.  Mc'Diarmid    with 
two  of  the  crew,    to  behead    Illictu,  and   to   bring  to  him  the 
bend,  as  Judith  did  of  did   that  of  Holofernes.     The  decapita- 
iioii  was    performed    by  the  surgeon,    secundum    ariem ;    and 
betn^  delivered  to  Capt.  Ross,  it  was  determined  that  it  should 
fut   a   prominent    figure    in    his    cabinet    of  arctic    curiosities. 
Be  it  here  recorded,  that  in  addition  to  the  many  eminent  quali- 
fications which  adorn  the  mind  of  Capt.  Ross,  he  has  obtained  a 
smattering  of  phrenology,  by  which  he  has  been  able  lo  determine 
by  certain  prominences  on  his  own  head,  denominated  in  the  tech- 
nical jargon  of  the  science,  organs  or  bumps,  that  he  possesses  in 
mn  eminent  degree  all  the  virtues  which  are  necessary  for  the 
discoverer  of  the  North  West  Passage,     It  is  rumoured,  (but 
rumour  is  often  a  tying  hussey,)  that  it  is  owing  to  the  extraor- 
diiiary  size  of  the  organ  or  bump  of  conceitednees  that  Capi. 
Ross  was  induced  to  undertake  his  last  voyage,  at  alt  events,  he 
bad   now    obtained    a   subject    which  could   amuse    him  in    his 
leisure    hours,    and  diver  I    him  from  perfecting   himself  in    so 
tnfulliblea  science  as  phrenology,  by  any  experiments  which  he 
might  feel  himself  inclined  to  perform  on  his  own  head.     He 
turned  and  twisted  the  c<i(>ut  of  Illictu  round  and  round;  exam- 
ined this  bump  and  then  that,  and  in  the  first  place  he  discover- 
ed that  the  organ  of  destnictiveness  was  strongly   developed  — 
a   subsequent   investigation    revealed    to    him   that    IlUcUi   hnd 
destroyed  more  seals  and  walruses  than  any  other  of  his  tribe, 
and  therefore  be  had  by  his  own  experimental  researches  fully 
confirmed  the  principles  of  the  science.     He  also  found  that  t!  c 
organ  of  amativeness  was  very  large — Capt.  Rors   knew  that 
lUiciM,  for  an  Esquimaux  had  had  a  very  large  family — therefore 
here  again  he  was  right^ — not  that  his  previous  knowledge  of  the 
extent  of  the  family  of  HUctu  had  the  slightest  influence  on  the 
lli^covery  nf  ihe  extraordinary  size  of  the  bump  of  amativeness^ 
il  was  clearly  pointed  out  to  the  t^cholars  of  the  VvviV^t^i'j  ^viav^ 
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one  of  their  cvoniDg'  sederunts  (we  believe  that  to  be  the  term, 
ill  the  couotry  which  has  the  honor  of  having  given  birth  to 
Capt.  Ro6S,    for  the  meeting  of  scholars,)  and  therefore  Capl, 
Rosa  could  not  have  been  led  by  any  previous  acquaintance  which 
he  had  collected,  touching  the  state  or  extent  of  Illtctu^s  family. 
There  was  however  one  bump  on  the  head  of  lUictUt  which  in 
the  M.S»  before  us  appears  as  No*  16,  and  on  referring  to  lh« 
organic  scale  it  was  found  to  denote  the  organ  of  intelligenoe,* 
now  Capt»  Ross  him&elf  experienced  that  III  tela  wa«  one  of  the 
most   stupid   of  his   race,  and  where  all  are   most   notoriouslj 
stupidp  he  who  is  the  most  so,  muit  have  reached  the  very  climil 
of  stupidity;  then  what  was  to  be  done  with  bump  No.  16!  itii 
true  that  Capt,  Ross  had  verified  the  principles  of  the  science  i« 
two  instances,  and  where  a  man  ha«  succeeded    in  any  atteiopt 
twice  out  of  thrice,  no  one  has  a  right  to  throw  a  stone  aitotti 
as  a  blunderer  in  his  profession ;  it  was  however  thought  advis- 
able not  to  push  the  phrenological  researches  any  further,  anti  i*^ 
ultimate  destination  of  the  head  of  lUictu  was  seriatim  deteroiincd 
upon.     It  was  put  into  a  net,  and  let  down  close  to  that  (rf  ih* 
bear  under  the  ice,  for  the  shrimps  to  take  their  choice*  belwert 
the  flesh  of  a  savage  animal  and  a  savage  man,  but  the  shrimps 
appeared  not  to  entertain  any  relish  for  either  of  them,  for  cHi 
the  departure  of  the  Victory  from  Felix  Harbour,  no  great  pf^ 
gress  had  been  made  in  the  consumption  of  the  flesh,  and  in  tl>* 
third  winter  harbour,  the  two  heads  were  entirely  forgotten. 

This  attempt  to  obtain  a  com[>lete  skeleton  of  the  two  bca^hr 
was  however  attended  with  one  bad  effect,  that  it  gave  the  m*^ 
joritr  of  the  crew  such  a   disgust  for  the  shrimps,  that  they  coiil 
never  be  prevailed  upon  afterwards  to  eat   thera,  although  tlj»i 

*  We  remeniDcr  when  the  bust  of  Corder,  the  inufdcrer  of  MarU  MarOn,  whb  wtXA  \rf  lit*' 

ridj«,  th«  Governor  of  Bnry  Goal,  to  the  present  Altfeimao  KcUy,  It  ww  rabcamtd  l«  th«  ^ 

ination  of  the  leading  ]>Urcnolog:ictts  of  the  daf,  but  Uiey  were  kept  In  l^gaoaaiCt  of  the  tfBdl.f 

■toct  frxym  which  the  bust  was  taken.    The  report  waa»  that  the  organ  at  dfiitroctiv«D«     ■ 

^'tebiute  indeed,  whilst  those  of  amiablcncts  and  hmnaoitj  were  stroiLgly  dCNrdopett.         ^ 

were  informed  that  they  had  been  eianiining  the  bu*t  of  Conler,  tbey  looked  ilcoillu  I 

otber*s  facci  anil  exclaimed,  "  Brother,  brother,  we  are  both  in  the  wrooc.**    T  I 

L    Jtf/riooof  the  Cainburi^Tiirolp.  -M 


frAlT    roYAOE   or   CAPT.    ROSS. 


2T9 


tversioHi  like  all  others,  wliicli  have  not  a  natural  origin,  but 

Bre  acquired  bv  circunistanres  mig-lit  have  been  easily  overcoipe, 

if  thev  would  for  a  momeoi  have  taken  it  into  tlieir  consideration, 

that  tbe  shrimps  and  in  fact,  many  other  fisli,  which  tbey  eat  with 

BO  much  relish  in  their  native  country,  nourish  themselves  on  the 

ptitrici  carcases,  human  and  animal,  wliich  casualties  have  thrown 

in  their  way.     One  hundred  lobsters  liave  been  known  to  reduce 

plump  human  corpse  to  the  state  of  a  complete  skeleton  in  a 

few  hours,  and  yet  tlie  alderman  or  the  vestryman,  who  might 

praise  the  extraordinary  sweetness  of  the  sauce  which  lias  been 

made  of  one  of  these  lobsters^  little  dreams  that  thesuperionty  of 

the  flavour  is  perhaps  owin^  to  its  having  fed  lately  on  human 

flesh,  which  is  known  to  surpass  all  others  in  ils  sweetening  and 

fattening  qualities* 

Tbe  party,  who  had  repaired  to  Yakkee  Hili  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  the  new  siluation  of  the  Esquimaux,  had  so  sta- 
tioned themselves  that  by  means  of  their  telescopes,  thev  could 
observe  the  motions  that  were  going  forward  on  board  the  Victory, 
sui  well  as  the  actions  of  the  Esquimaux  about  their  huts.  They 
aw  the  women,  who  had  been  to  the  ship  with  their  peltry,  shap- 
ing their  course  homewards, and  they  had  no  sooner  wound  round 
asmall  promontory  from  which  they  could  be  seen  from  the  huts, 
than  the  men  were  seen  running  to  and  fro,  as  if  to  report  the 
approach  of  the  women,  and  some  of  them  hastened  forward  to 
^iie  them  tlieir  a»eeting,  evidently  for  the  purpose  of  obtaming 
ffom  them  the  proceeds  of  their  traffic. 

In  general  tlie  Esquimaux  build  their  huts  in  the  snow  on  ac- 
count of  the  great  facility  of  obtaining  the  materials,  for  the  con- 
struction of  them,  but  in  the  present  instance  they  deviated  from 
(heir  usual  custom,  and  buitt  them  on  the  ice^  which  occasioned 
Uiem  an  extra  degree  of  trouble,  as  they  had  to  convey  the  slabs 
of  ^now  from  some  distance,  with  the  risk  of  them  breaking  in 
the  tran.^portatioiu    Th«  J   liiis  change  of  site  was  repre* 

•eoled  to  be,  ai  d'»»  •    '    uous  to  the  seal-holes,  as 

•lict  could  iil"T^  :e  of  the  hut,  and  kill  the 

E»s  tL>' 
iames  ul 
boy  y^^n\ 


who  coni^lUtt\\^\  vW% 
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MEM.  W^IVIS. 

TIGGEETAGUO. 

POOY^TtJK. 

TOOTOa\K.     ..,-•..    TERREKEWON  , 

IKM/ILSK. 

ARCriNALUAK.   ,•<.».     KAKKAAKENU. 

NARLOOK MELENA* 

TIAGASU. 

OOBLOORAIAK ULDNENA* 

NOVVUNOW. 

POOWUTYOOK. 

NCJTCHEUIC 


From  whicli  it  aiipears  Ihal,  of  eleven  men  of  tvhicli  the  tribe  m  ^ 
division  consisted,  five  only  had  wives,  and  their  families  combirieil  i 
amount^Hl  only  to  14  persons,  and  not  a  female  amoncrst  iheinj 
that  was  marriageable.  We  expect  to  ircieive  thesincer^  th&oksJ 
uf  Dr.  Malthus  for  this  piece  of  intelligence,  as  »f e  have  pointed] 
out  to  him  one  part  of  the  globe,  urhere  the  propagation  of  the  J 
human  species  Is  remarkably  sh)w,  and  where  there  is  no  fear  ofl 
the  po|mlation  exceeding  the  means  of  subsistence,  so  long  asJ 
the  seas  continue  to  swarm  with  whales,  seals,  and  walruses. 

Tlie  7th  bemg  Sunday,  after  divine  service  had  been  performed,] 
ihe  crew  were   permitted  to  walk  to  the  huts,  at  the  same   time  ^ 
tliat  liie  steward  took  the  sledge  and  tbe  dogs  for  tlie  purpose  ofJ 
exercising  them.    They  bent  their  course  first  to  the  huts  whicb 
had  been  deserted,  for  the  express  purpose  of  obtaining  a  view  of 
the  corpse  of  lUtctu,  which,  in  its  then  mangled  state  could  not 
have  been  a  very  pleasing  sight*    On  entering  the  hut^  in  which 
the  surgeon  had  performed  the  operation  of  decapitiUion,  it  ^ 
evident  from  tlie  marks  which  were  distinguishable  on  the  : 
that  it  had  been  visited  by  some  savage  animal,  who  perhap»fl 
made  a  dainty  meal  of  the  remainder  of  the  corpse,  but  still  ii 
was  conjectured,  that  hud  such  been  the  case,  some  remains  ol 
the  body  would  have  been  fonwd*  Cor  ii  was  scarcely  [mssible  fo 
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my  anifna!  to  have  draf2:gcd  it  out  of  tlie  hut,  nor  were  there  anv 
arks  on  the  outside  which  could  warrant  the  supposition,  that 
m  animal  had  effected  its  entire  removaU  The  disappearance 
>f  the  body  remained  a  navstery  which  never  was  solved ;  on 
uestioning' however,  some  of  the  tribe,  who  had  built  their  huts 
n  the  ice»  they  shook  their  heads  in  a  most  sif^nificant  mantjer, 
,nd  it  was  evident  that  they  knew  of  the  head  liavingf  been  taken 
iwaf,  for  one  of  them  drew  hu  hand  across  his  throat,  which  was 
t  once  explanatory  that  they  had  discovered  the  al>straction  of 
he  member,  and  therefore  it  was  most  probable  that  they  bad 
•ecDDved  the  remainder  altof];cther,  as  it  was  not  unlikely  that  the 
me  party,  who  had  taken  such  a  fancy  to  the  head,  might  have 
Iso  the  same  iong-iog^  for  an  arm  or  a  leg^,  although  to  what  uses 
hey  could  be  applied  was  a  problem,  too  difficult  tor  their 
{mited  capacity  to  solve. 

Thespecmiens  of  the  ingenuity  of  the  Esquimaux  had  hitherto 

leen  confined  to  the  manufacture  of  their  bows  and  arrows,  and 

me  articles  of  their  apparel^  although  it  was  supposed  that  had 

be  nece^ary  materials  been  forthcoming',  they  would  have  been 

ible  to  produce  many  thinr^s  fully  adequate   to  prove  that  their 

pventive  powers  were  not  so  meagre  and  limited  as  the  crew  of 

^e  Victory  were  led  to  believe^     Iron  and  wood   were    almost 

holly  wanting;   the   chief  material  of  all   their   manufactured 

urticles  consisting  of  the  bones  of  tlie  diift^rent  a^iinuh;   which 

rcre  indigenous  to  their  country.    On  the  JSth  two  women  came 

» the  ship,  bringing  with  them  a  basin  made  of  the  horn  of  a 

lusk  ox,  but  the  workmanship  was  rude  and  clumsy  in  the  ex- 

eme^    The   arrival   of  these  worj^ien  with  this  new  specimen  of 

^uimaux  ingenuity  was  announced  to  Capt.  Ross  «nd  it  may 

easily  supposed  that  he  did  not  let  such   a  favourable  oppor* 

unity  escape  him  of  adding  so  valuable  an  article  to  his  cabinet 

f  curiosities. 

It  has  been  said  by  a  great  man,  that  "  dire  events  from  trivial 

uses  flow,'"  and  every  man,  who  will  give  himself  the  trouble 

take  a  survey  of  Ijis  own  life,  will  find  that  the  most  important 

rents  of  it  have  sprung,  not  from  circumstances  to  which  he 

lached  the  greatest  importance,  but  from  some  trifling  iacidea^A 

1%,  2  o 
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which  he  deemed  scurcely  worthy  of  his  notice*  This  positK 
has  been  notablv  illustrated  bv  Swift,  in  the  case  of  a  great  ^ 
ensuing^  from  the  trivial  dispute,  whether  an  eg-g*  can  stand  on 
little  end  or  its  blg^  one;  and  it  is  well  known  that  the  len^ 
of  CleopatraV  nose  was  the  cause  of  a  war,  in  which  it  mny  \4 
said,  that  Caesar  and  Anthony  fouorht  for  a  world  and  a  woraan^ 
and  both  were  lost.  When  tiiereiorc  such  important  events  can 
flow  from  causes  wi  very  trivial*  is  it  to  be  wondered  at  thtl 
a  civil  war  should  have  nearly  broken  out  amongfst  fhefribefll 
Esquimaux,  at  the  mere  loss  of  a  basin  made  of  the  horn  oranoTl 
but  so  it  is  written  in  the  chronicles  of  those  days,  and  the  connfff 
is  indebted  to  Capt.  Ross,  or  more  properly  speakinof  lo  the 
dividuals,  who,  contrary  to  the  knowledg^e  and  expectation  of  thai 
individual  have  furnished  us  with  the  materials  for  this  work,  m 
having  been  the  instruments  of  conveying  to  this  country,  ao  IV 
count  of  so  important  an  epoch  in  the  history  of  ttie  E«(quim.iux 
people.  Thus  it  is  written  in  the  chronicles  before  us*  that  ihffe 
wax  in  the  poesassion  of  OoMooraiakf  a  certain  utensiL  which 
after  great  labour  and  trouble,  he  had  manufactured  from  tin 
horn  of  a  musk  ox,  and  from  which  it  waa  his  custom  to  recfeatf 
himself  with  copious  draughts  of  seals  bloody  or  tn  defuult  at 
that  refreshing  and  gratifying  beverage,  with  water  from  tlis' 
rivulet  or  from  ice  thawed  over  his  lamp.  That  it  was  nn  or 
about  the  8th  March,  1830,  according  to  the  computation  of  th* 
Kabloonas,  that  the  said  Ooblooraiak  betook  himself  to  a  ini^na 
from  his  dwelling,  to  certain  holes  or  cavities  in  the  ice»  tlwrt 
and  there  to  kill  certain  seals  and  walrusea  for  the  support  ol 
his  beloved  wife  IJlunena,  and  their  chubby  beautiful  oQsprinj^i 
and  to  regale  himself  on  his  arrival  at  home,  with  a  heartf 
potation  of  the  blood  of  the  aforesaid  animals,  from  the  cup  DttA 
of  the  ox's  horn.  It  further  appears  in  the  said  chronicles,  thit 
Ooblooraiak,  like  the  husbands  in  more  civilized  countriWf 
possessed  the  fullest  confidence  in  the  integrity  and  decortw* 
condoct  of  his  beloved  IHunena  during  his  absence,  and  coi»» 
eequently  left  her  in  possession  of  all  his  goods  and  ehatt»l< 
amongst  which,  was  comprised  the  valuable  cup  or  basiiii 
worth  of  which  to  him  was  greater  tiian  its  weight  in  s 
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[gold^thos^  metab  being  to  htm  as  mere  pieces  of  shining  dross,  in 
leomparison  to  the  transparent  and  beautiful  solidity  of  a  circular 
Ipieee  of  horn.  Delicately  indeed  have  the  said  chronicles  hinted, 
■that  tnan)*  European  husbands  hare  been  most  wofully  deceived, 
lio  the  estimate  which  they  have  formed  of  the  integrity  and 
[decorous  cor>duci  of  their  wives,  during  their  temporary  absence 
llrom  home^  and  therefore  that  it  becometh  not  any  Kabloona  to 
[bespatter  with  the  mud  of  his  censure  the  wife  of  Ooblooraiak, 
libr  any  little  wandering,  which  she  may  have  committed  from 
I  the  straight  forward  road  of  duty,  whilst  her  husband  was  seal- 
ling  the  fate  ot  a  seal,  for  the  gratification  of  her  blubbery  appe- 
[tite.  It  is  the  custom  of  the  Ktihloona  wives  on  the  commtssioa 
[•of  any  particular  peccadillo  to  ascribe  it  to  the  irresistible  tempta- 
[lioD  of  a  certain  individual  who  holds  his  court  in  Pandemonium, 
I caoDsidwing  that  as  their  amiable  and  virtuous  progenitor  Eve, 
I  could  not  withstand  the  seductive  and  fascinating  powers  of  that 
I  finished  gejjtleman>  it  ought  not  in  charity  to  be  attributed  to 
[tbem  as  acrime^  if  at  any  time  they  yielded  to  an  over-powering 

t^mptatiooi  which  might  be  designedly  or  accidentally  throwa 

in  their  way*  Unfortunately  however  for  Wtiwena  she  could  not 
[  siielter  herself  under  the  wings  of  so  accommodating  a  person^ 

age  for  any  transgression  which  she  might  commit,  for  she  had 
I  never  heard  of  his  existence,  and  we  sincerely  hope  that  her 
I  Ignorance  will  be  evcrlasling.  But  that  t^funena  was  tempted-^  . 
I  and  irfesistibly  templed — ^the  chronicles  distinctly  relate,  but 
I  by  what  witch,  imp,  fiend  or  devil,  there  is  no  record  existing 
Ito  lei  I.  8he  had  junt  fulfilled  the  pleasing  occupation  of  the 
[mother,  in  having  satiated  the  appetite  of  her  children  with  a 
I  few  pounds  of  seal's  fle^h,  and  had  plentifully  lubricated  their 
I  throats   with  a  corresponding  quantity  of  the  best  rancid  oil, 

when  our  devil  (for  no  other  person  could  have  been  guilty  of 
I  mich  a  wicked  act,)  must  eitlicr  by  land  or  by  water,  (the  chron- 
I  jcles  are  certain  he  did  not  come  from  above,)  have  found  his 
I  way  to  the  but  of  LHunena,  and  there  infused  his  tempting  spirit 
I  into  her  hitherto  pure  and  sinlees  heart:  she  looked  at  the 
I  basin  of  the  ox's  horn— but  why  did  it  at  this  time  so  particu- 
[  larly  attract  her  attention^  ^he  had  fre([uently  and  daily  VqqW^v^ 
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At  il,  and   saw  in  it  no  more  than  the  specirnen  of  her  deef 
husband's  ingenuity,    and  the  favourite  utensil  frora  which  b# 
quaffed  his  iuvigorating  potations  of  the  sanguineous  fluid  of 
the  seal — She  looked  at  the  basin  again,  (the  devil  hi  myself  of 
one   of   his  imps,  must  have  been  at   her  elbow»)  What  I    she 
exclaimed  (we  have  translated  this  monologue  literally  from  the 
original  before  us,)  what !    if  I  were  to  take  the    basin  to  tin? 
Kabloonas  i    what    might   I    not   obtain  for  it? — some  hook«f 
some  needles  I  and  Oh!  perchance — a  looking;  glass? — ihefe  wAi 
happiness — there  was  rapture  in    the  very   thought — to   beh^'l'i 
daily  and  hourly  her  own  beautiful  countenance,  her  black  am) 
streaming  hair,  in  all  its  wild  and  matted  confusion — to  be  ablfl 
to  adjust  her  Togluga  (band  for  the  hair,)  with  becoming  grace, 
and  to  see  that  her  hood  was  not  put  on  awry;  what  was  the 
worth  of  an  insignificant  basin  of  horn,  in  comparison  to  sue] 
inestimable  advantages?  Her  husband  might  make  another ba«t! 
but  was  the  opportunity  to  be  lost  of  obtaining  possession  of 
yaluahle  an  article  as  a  looking  glass,  for  the  Kabloonas  might 
never  visit  their  coasts  again  ;  thus  like  many  other  daughters  of 
Eve,  who  are  about  to  commit  an  act  which  their  conscience 
disproves,  she  argued  herself  into  a  clear  imputation  of  all  crimd 
in  the  disposal  of  the  basin,  and  making  a  confidant  of  Kak 
kaakenu,  they  set  forward  to  the  vessel  with  the  devoted  articli 
but  great  and  grievous  was  the  moruficatlon  of  Ulunena.  wl 
instead   of  the  much  wished  for  mirror,  she  received  only 
needles  and  two  fish-hooks. 

The  sun  had  just  shown  his  upper  limb  above  the  horiKon,  when 
Oohlooraiak  w^as  seen  crawling  into  his  hut,  dragging  after  him 
a  ponderous  seal,  from  the  posterior  part  of  which  he  anticipated 
a  sumptuous  feast  of  some  broiled  cutlets,  and  an  invigorating 
draught  of  its  serous  blood,  but  in  order  to  obtain  the  latter, 
it  was  necessary  that  the  animal  should  be  immediately  anat4l^ 
mized,  or  the  blood  might  be  so  coagulated,  as  to  render  it  tia| 
potable.  Into  the  throat  of  the  animal,  OoUooratizft  plunged  his 
knife-^O^sar^ar^f  mvAA^f^^  exclaimed  Oohlooraiak,  give  mo  l| 


*  Tli»  Ut«rft1  il|2rrvkflcatkon  o(  rhcsc  wordi,  i»  '"Belirvfil  Bitch, 'Mt  \»  bowevrr  an  fiprrtiMrnil  afg 
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In.  The  blood  was  flowing'  od  ihe  ground,  and  Ulufiena 
ght  not  the  basin.  The  basin!  repeated  Ooblooraiak/m  the 
ost  authoritative  tone; — Kab — Kab — Kabloona,  etammered 
Vlunena,  and  looked  as  pale,  as  a  smutty  smoked  Esquimaux 
tould  look — Ooblooraiak  sprang  from  the  ground,  the  bloody 
tnife  in  his  hand,  and  with  a  stentorian  voice  roared  out,  Nuk^ 
tuekpoowukjiutcheuk/  /*  It  was  a  sound  at  which  IRunena 
ifaook  with  terror,  and  had  she  been  educated  at  an  English 
hoarding  school,  where  tlie  pupils  are  taught  how  to  faint  with 
rrace  and  elegance,  there  is  little  doubt  but  that  she  would  have 
displayed  some  of  the  evolutions,  circumvolutions,  and  revolutions 
which  are  practised  on  those  occasions;  nor,  as  the  novelists  have 
it,  could  she  apply  her  handkerchief  (not  having  one)  to  her  eyes, 
jftnd  rtish  out  of  the  hut  con  streptto — but  she  did  what  every  other 
Esquimaux  woman  would  have  done  on  such  a  terrific  occasion, 
when  her  husband  stood  before  her  with  a  bloody  knife  in  his 
hand«  and  his  utterance  choaked  with  rnge,  she  threw  herself  on 
her  knees,  not  for  the  purpose  of  imploring  the  pardon  of  her 
Dfiended  husband,  but  as  being  the  posture  most  convenient  and 
proper  to  enable  her  to  crawl  out  of  the  hut,  and  seek  a  refuge 

tbe  hut  of  Kakhaakenu,  her  coadjutor  and  accomplice  in  the 
icious  act.  Tookoopoke  !  Tookoopoke  /f  now  sounded  through 
whole  village ;  like  rabbits  when  hunted  out  of  their  holes  by 
ferrets,  from  the  opening  of  every  hut  were  seen  crawling 
inmates^  to    learn   the   cause  of  the   dreadful    commotion. 


IsiikdltiiiLa  epUtle  to  his  tnamnrruta,  this  Would  »ppc«r  at  Uw  comtncnccmciit  as  srnoDrBKnii  wiUk 
iv;  *•  HX  dcftrett  life/'  or  **  My  dArllng  Jove." 

■  TblA  wonl  is  decidedly  untranslatable  t  but;  by  a  snt^oiiied  iiot»  -we  ar«  f&lbnncd,  tbat  it  con- 
Una  the  essence  of  ftU  tbe  cones  of  Einulpbuii,  and  tbc  quiules^eDcc  of  aU  tbo  anathegmatisiuip 
cuicsiif  tbe  Ktrntan  Catbotic  Cbiucb,  Uttgieiy^^iie  d  tbc  Eiigiiish^  the  F— — r  of  tbe  Frccwth. 
•M  the  S..«».t  of  tbe  Gcnaaosi  aie  to  co  '*    t^nlULU  of  niilitiiess. 

» tbc  Greeks  bad  oo  wtird  m  tbeil'  lac 
1  bel&g:  oould  commit  i  on  \ 
p  fhr  Diordrr,  U  tietitg  a  crime  ui 
3  km  ktiiM,"  as  ilk  tbeu  isncuH^ 

■A*  Ksiththjtfikf,  *'  k^u   :   u 


i&  a  crime  tbcy  did  not  ftttjf  • 

^  bare  no  word  ka  tiivit 

<aioo  ol  Tuokttupitktt 
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Oobloofaiak  appeared,  and  as  well  as  his  rage  would  permit 
him^  he  made  known  to  the  assembled  tribe  the  heinous  cricoe 
which  his  *'  beloved  bitch"  had  performed,  and  another  proof  was 
now  given  in  addition  to  the  many  thousands  that  are  recorded 
in  every  pa^e  of  history,  that  let  the  guilt  of  an  individual  be 
ever  so  greats  there  will  be  found  some,  who  will  attempt  to^ 
paltiate  it.  and  in  some  instances  to  exonerate  the  reputed  crimi^fl 
nal  altogether.  It  is  however^  in  some  respects^  not  with  the 
Ksquimaux  as  it  is  with  the  Kabloonas  ;  with  the  former  the  de- 
liuquent  had  every  one  of  her  own  sex  to  espouse  her  cause,  they 
saw  in  her  transgression,  nothing  more  than  what  every  one  of 
them  would  have  done  under  similar  circumstances  of  strong 
temptation  *  and  without  the  light  of  Christianity  to  guide  thi 
on  their  way,  or  the  power  of  education  to  influence  their  actions, 
they,  from  a  natural  bias^  looked  with  an  eye  of  indulgence  and 
forbearance  on  the  fanlt,  winch  their  fellow  woman  had  eoi«- 
mitted.  and  resolved  to  rescue  the  deUmpent  from  the  vengeance 
of  her  infuriated  huslmnd*  With  the  Kabloonas  on  the  contrary, 
small  indeed  is  the  mercy  which  is  shown  by  a  female  to  a  &Ilen 
one  of  her  own  sex,  and  if  she  has  stepped  aside  from  the  path 
of  virtue  in  one  particular  direction^  the  damned  sinner  might 
as  well  look  for  mercy  from  the  fiends  of  hell,  as  the  foumhr 
culprit  from  her  sister  woman.  With  the  consciousne^a  that  th^ 
same  crime  cannot  be  imputed  to  herself,  for  the  best  of  all  reasooi 
perhaps,  that  her  virtue  has  never  been  tempted^  nor  her  heart 
been  ignited  by  the  tire  of  an  ardent  love,  she  assumes  tu 
herself  the  character  of  the  spotless  saint,  and  thinks  hersell 
entitled  on  every  occasion,  to  splutter  forth  the  efiusions  of  her 
indignation  and  contempt  for  the  individual,  who,  after  all,  has 
only  shown  herself  in  obedience  to  the  kws  of  nature  and  her 
God. 

The  Esquimaux  is  ihe  child  of  nature,  the  European  the  median 
ical  subject  of  education  and  civiiizatiun,  and  we  require  not  at 
the  present  day,  the  eloquence  of  Jean  Jaques  to  show  as  tbe 
relative  superiority  of  the  two  characters  when  taken  in  the  ab- 
stract, and  wider  uh  the  circle  of  a  man's  experience  extends  m 
ihe  ff  orltit  the  tirmer  will  be  his  conviction,  that  in  pro|iortiui 
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as  aD  individuut  deparU  from  the  eourae  pointed  out  to  htm  by 
nature,  and  allowH  him^^elf  to  be  governed  by  the  forms  and 
ceremonies  of  civilized  life,  the  more  he  is  to  be  feared  and  sus- 
pected, and  to  be  treated «  as  if  with  the  acquired  knowledge  of 
those  ceremonies^  he  l»od  also  become  habituated  to  all  the  vices 
which  disfigure  the  human  character.  It  was  the  influence  of 
this  principle  that  impelled  the  crabbed  cynic  Diogenes  to  strip 
the  cock  of  its  plumes,  and  turning  him  loose  into  the  academia 
exclaimed,  '  Behold  the  man  of  civilization  f 

AVhilst  thus  descanting  on  the  relative  advantages  of  nature 
and  education,  the  hubbub  of  war  has  been  sounding  in  the  t-squi- 
itmux  village,  and  happy  will  posterity  deem  itself,  that  a  faithful 
chronicler  has  been  found,  to  record  the  various  exploits  which 
were  then  achieved,  the  singular  instances  of  generalship  per- 
formed by  the  combatants»and  lastly  the  peace  that  was  affected 
by  the  all  conquering  power  of  female  persuasion.  Singular 
indeed  would  it  have  been  if  the  latter  event  had  not  taken  pLice, 
considering  that  Ulunena  had  succeeded  in  enlisting  every  fo- 
male  of  the  tribe  in  her  behalf,  and  they,  in  addition,  holding  a 
considerable  number  of  the  male  population  under  their  dominion, 
for  let  it  not  be  thought  that  such  a  weighty  difference  exists  in 
the  domestic  relations  of  an  Esquimau:^  and  a  European,  that 
the  character  of  a  henpecked  husband  is  not  to  be  found  amongst 
them,  for  as  Adam  was  the  first  person  who  appeared  in  that 
character  in  the  theatre  of  this  world,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at 
that  a  number  of  people,  have  been  ever  since  most  anxious  to 
follow  in  his  steps,  and  to  show  themselves  as  willing  and  able 
as  he  was  to  enact  the  character,  to  the  very  life,  in  all  its  shades 
and  diversities.  It  was  indeed  confessed  that  on  the  present 
occasion  the  Esquimaux  women  assumed  a  power,  which  did 
nol  belong  to  them,  but  that  is  by  no  means  a  circumstance  of 
any  very  great  rarity,  either  in  the  vicinity  of  Felix  Harbour  or  on 
the  banks  of  the  Thames,  for  instead  of  allowing  their  husbands 
to  interfere  personally  in  the  business,  they  placed  themselves 
at  the  entrance  of  their  huts,  and  prevented  their  egressj  con- 
iidering  that  there  was  already  a  sufficiency  without,  to  hriag 
the  matter  to  an  amicable  issue,  and  Vliat  were  l\\e  i\uvcJc^x  Vc» 
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be  mereased,  the  gteairr  wuuld  be  the  risk  of  the  war  being 
extended  to  an  indefinite  term,  and  the  harmony  of  the  settle- 
ment destroyed  for  ever.  To  ^y  that  any  action  of  consequence 
wa&ever  committed  without  a  woaian  being  remotely  or  imnie- 
dilate ly  connected  with  it,  were  to  give  our  enemies  an  indtspot 
able  proof  in  their  hands,  that  we  know  nothing  either  of  woman 
or  the  world  in  which  hUe  moves.  IVho  is  she  ?  said  the  Schab 
of  Persia  to  one  of  his  attendants,  who  brought  him  the  intelli. 
gence  of  the  death  of  one  of  his  i:ubjects,  who  had  his  bntm 
knocked  out  by  fallin^^  from  a  scaffold. — Go  and  inquire,  siid 
the  Schawl,  fflio  is  sftef  The  lues&enger  returned,  and  informed 
the  Schah^  that  he  bad  made  the  necessary  inquiries  and  had 
learned,  that  the  man  overbalanced  himself  and  fell  from  the 
scaffold — ff'ho  is  she  f  vociferated  the  Schah,  bring  mo  insunt 
intelligence,  or  the  bastinado  is  your  lot — ^The  messenger  re- 
sumed his  inquiries,  and  on  his  return  to  the  Sehah  informed  him, 
that  he  had  ascertained  thai  one  of  the  most  beautiful  woinoii  of 
his  harem  was  passing  by,  and  the  man  in  attempting  lo  obtaii 
a  glimpse  of  her,  overbalanced  himself  and  fell.  I  knew  its 
said  the  Schah,  there  never  was  a  circumstance  of  any  coiisa* 
quence  that  ever  took  place,  in  which  a  woman  was  not  in  som 
degree  concerned.  It  appears  that  this  principle  acts  witl 
equal  force  in  the  vicinity  of  Felix  Harbour,  as  at  the  court  o 
Ispahan,  and  although  daily  experience  proves  to  us  Umt  i 
woman  is  often  the  fomentor  of  broils  and  quarrels^  yet,  th*' 
on  the  other  hand,  she  is  the  most  successful  peacemaker  ibeJ 
can  be  selected,  except  in  cases  of  jealousy  or  infidelity,  i 
which  she  is  a  person  as  fit  and  proper  to  be  chosen  a  pacificato 
as  a  tigress  in  the  settling  <if  a  dispute  between  two  *-— ^ 
The  loss  of  the  basin  was  muloubledly  one  of  a  Mjn- 
mortifying  nature;  it  was  looked  upon  as  a  kind  of  hair  lootD 
the  family,  and  more  than  all,  from  what  utensil  wf 
goraling  draught  of  the  seals  blood  henceforth  ta  bi« 
these  were  circumstances  undoubtedly  calculated  lr» 
asperity  of  a  more  cold  blooded  being  than  an  Eis< 
then  on  the  other  hand,  was  nothing  gained,  ^i^  ♦ 
would  my*  bv  the  \\i^s  ot  i\\^  Ws\iv<  t' 
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fast  approaclilfi^  ;  was  the  acquidtion  of  a  dosei 
fi^h-lfO(>ka  to  be  regarded  as  a  trifle,  when  perhaps  fifty  times  the 
value  of  a  basin  of  horn  might  be  oblained,  and  their  fttow-holes 
filled  with  fi^h  as  an  absolute  ftafe^uard  from  all  future  want! 
And  then»  w«*re  there  not  a  dozen  seal's  skins  lying*  uselessly  in 
a  corner  of  the  hut  for  the  want  of  the  materials  ai>d  instruments 
in  convert  them  into  clothing  for  the  ensuing  winter  ?  and  now  ■ 
Jiat  the  said  materials  and  instruments  had  been  obtained  by  " 
die  address  and  activity  of  the  affectionate  gpiiuse  of  Oobloo- 
rmak,  was  it  to  be  visiiod  upon  her  as  a  crime,  and  punisliment 
to  be  inflicted  upon  her,  as  if  she  had  committed  an  act  which 
rompromised  the  character  or  happiness  of  her  husband  and 
family  f  These  were  arguments,  which  Ooblooraiak  himself 
could  not  controvert,  he  looked  at  the  bookstand  in  imaginatioti 
he  saw  the  number  of  salmon  dragged  by  them  from  their  native 
element  into  his  stow-hole ;  he  looked  at  the  needles,  and 
IJluneva  declared  that  she  should  now  be  able  to  manufacture 

►r  him  one  of  the  best  suits  of  clothing,  that  had  ever  hung  mi 
his  back,  since  they  had  become  man  and  wife;  he  laid  down  tlie 
vengeful  knife  on  the  snow^  his  nose  and  thai  of  *1iis  beloved 
flitch""  were  heartily  rubbed  against  each  other*  and  Tiggeetarjao 
arriving  at  that  opportune  moment  with  u  fine  se  l«  the  throat 
*%as  cut,  and  catching  the  ruby  liquor  in  the  palms  of  their 
handsp  for  want  of  a  horn  basin,  they  drank  oblivion  to  tlie 
past,  and  permanent  concord  for  the  future. 

Whilst  these  eventful  circumstances  v  ere  passing  in  the 
village  of  the  Esquimaux,  no  great  difference  was  observable  in 
the  daily  occupations  of  the  KaUoonas  on  board  the  Victory, 
Their  life  was  a  dull,  uniform  state  of  monotony,  with  very  little 
to  enliven  it,  and  that  little  dealt  out  with  a  sparing  and  nig* 
g^ardly  hand.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered  ai  if  ill  humour  and  dis- 
content now  and  then  exhibited  themselves,  especially  as  it  waa 

ell  known  that  Capt.  Ross  and  Commander  Ross  in  many  pointa 
were  unfriendly  towards  each  other, and  that  theirriewa  and  aimit 
their  opinions  and  plans  did  not  in  the  least  harmonize  together* 
As  the  active  efficient  officer,  the  weight  of  the  expedition  wai 
upon    the  &l^>ulders  of  Command er  Rc»ss  ;  the  responsibiUiY  ^ 


13. 


•I  p 


290  LAST  VOYAGF.  OP  CAPT.  BO«. 

it  Upon  those  of  Capt.  Ross;  th<^  juilgernent  and  sciencseaf  tb 
one  was  to  be  put  into  the  scale  with  the  negative  abibtj  of  the 
other,  and  that,  which  the  former  acc-omplisbed  was  acceded  to 
the  latter,  as  the  avowed  and  acknowledged  commander  of  the 
expedition.  We  shall  have  occasion  in  a  subsequent  part  of  thii 
work  to  dilate  U|ic>n  this  want  of  concord  which  exissed 
between  Capt.  Ross  and  his  nephew,  and  we  shall  be  able  to 
shew  in  contradiction  of  the  evidence  which  was  giren  before 
ttie  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  (which  we  befduie 
not  to  stigmatize  as  one  of  the  most  finished  humbugs  which  the 
Sessions  of  1834  can  exhibit,  and  that  is  indeed  not  saying  a 
little.)  that  the  uncle  and  nephew  were  never  for  one  month 
together  on  good  terms  with  each  other,  the  one  taking  to  the 
sulks  in  one  corner  of  the  cabin,  and  the  other  following  hi« 
example  in  an  opposite  one — one  due  north,  the  other  due  soath, 
and  approaching  each  other  occasionally,  that  is^  about  halfway 
•^stuith  v«  est  and  north  west,  but  very  seldom  coming  into 
that  situation,  that  they  might  be  said  to  be  at  the  same  point 
togetlH>r. 

\N'hon  the  celebrated  Mr.  Brindley  undertook  the  cutting  of 
the  canals  for  tlio  Duke  of  Bridgewater,  he  was  denounced  as  a 
proiit  simpltMon.  and  there  were  many,  who  laughed  at  him  fur 
waMing  his  time,  and  the  money  of  his  patriotic  employer,  in  sock 
a  usrioss  undertaking;  the  result  has  proved  that  they  were  the 
fooU  \%lio  lau^hoil.  and  not  they,  who  were  laughed  at.  This 
little  exordiuui  is  very  prudently  brought  in.  to  convince  those 
who  i.iKe  npon  tliem^elvcs  presuiripluou^ly  to  laugh  at  thecaiial 
whirl*  i\\\\\.  RosN  ]>rvjeiied  from  the  Victory  to  the  mainland, 
fur  nltliou::!)  It  in.iv  appear  in  their  eyes  as  a  ridiculous  luidertak- 
injr,  \\  wa>  not  ron>ideriHl  so  by  himself,  no  more  than  the  cutting 
of  the  l^ndjeuaier  i.mal  was  by  Mr.  Brindley.  The  crew  regtt- 
kirly  perforuHHl  ilie  July,  that  is,  if  the  frost  would  allow  theiSf 
of  SI  re  win  jt  ihe  c^nal  with  gravel,  to  obtain  which,  waa  li»* 
di^ji:';:  the  U^a  from  the  orator  of  Mount  Ktna,  although  n<* 
exavii\  v^ui:-  '-..  hoi  a  j.>h.  but  it  very  often  happened,  thattb* 
labor  cf  ilv  i.av  ^%.l^  i^.i  visil-le  on  t!  e  morrow,  for  during  w* 
^fai,  ilie  w«i:er  ru-hi:  i:   in  ii.roUi:h  il»o  h,s>ures  of  the  ice,  ^ 
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be  canal  in  <i  state  of  submersion,  and  both  the  gravel  and  ihc 
ibor  were  lost.     It   is  however  not  unwortliy  the  consideration 
of  Uiose,  who  wish  to  increase  their  stock  of  knowledge  of  the 
extraordinary   shades    and   diversities,    which    distinguish    the 
jaracter  of  iitan,  and  by  which  he  becomes  invested  with  the 
^im  of  being  placed  in  the  rank  of  human  beings^  as  a  sage, 
a  fool;  we  repeat  it,  that  it  is  wonhy  the  serious  reflection 
every  one,  who  is  in  the  least  interested  in  the  affairs  of  the 
great  family  of  mankind,  that  it  h  po-Kihle,  in  despite  of  all 
that  the  Stagy  rile  has  said   upon  the  subject,  for  two  men  to 
Dcomplish  the  same  design  by  measures  in  themselves  directly 
|>pof?ite  and   contradictory .      Mr.    Brindley    accomplished  his 
canal  by  taking  the  gravel  away ;  Capt.  Ross  accomplished  his 
by  bringing  gravel  to  it ;  the  ftjrnier  obtained  a  princely  fortune 
far  his  employer,  the  latter  h>st  his  own,  and  also  a  good   portion 
uf  his  employer's,     Neverthele»s,  there  is  scarcely  an  evil  in  this 
world,  but  what  has  its  attendant  good,  for  although  the  canal 
which  was  projected  by  Capt.  Ross,  bnmght  not  any  emolument 
to  himself,  nur  to  those  who  were  emph>yed  in  the  undertaking, 
^yet  it  had  this  good  eOect,  that  it  invalidated  one  of  the  principles 
Miss  Martineaus    political   economy,  which    slates  that  the 
line  of  an  article  is  to  be  determined  by  the  labor  which  has 
een  bestowed  in  the  production  of  it.     Great  and  incessant  was 
I  labor  bestowed  by  the  crew  of  the  Victory  in  the  construct- 
uitt  of  the  canal  in   Felix  Harbour,  and  therefore  according  to 
idhe {Principle  of  Miss  Martineau^  the  value  of  the  canal  ought  to 
ke  great  in  proportion.     It  so  happened  however  that  the  canal 
lumed  out  to  be  good  for  nothing,  and  therefore  it  is  evpocted 
^hftt  in  the  next  edition  of  Mi^s  Martineau's  work,  on  the  autho- 
rity of  Capt.  Ross,  and   with  the  advice  and  concurrence  of  my 
Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux,  an  alteration  in  her  opinions  will 
*ppmr,  and  that  she  will  quote  the  apposite  case  of  the  canal  in 
F«lix  Harbour,  to  prove  scientifically,  philosophically,  and  eco- 
^^omioally,  that  Adam  Sn         ^^     Mc'CulIoch,  and  herself,  have 
i^llbeen  in  the  wrong,  fi  t"d   the  hypothesis. 


[Ihat  the  worth  of  Capt-  1 
I  to  the  labor  which  wj 


mated  accorciU 
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(yommander  Ross  now  proi^ecutetl  Iiis  resoari  Lea  inio  tfi8 
country  with  redoubled  ardour,  his  motives  being  two-fold,  the 
pursuit  of  his  scientific  researches^  and  the  attainnient  of  a  correct 
knowledge  of  the  position  of  the  adjoining  seas,  in  order  that 
on  the  breaking  up  of  the  ice,  they  mij^lit  direct  their  course  to 
that  quarter,  where  success  was  nnost  likely  to  be  obtained. 

In  the  cases  of  the  Heela  and  Fury,  their  emancipation  did 
not  take  place  at  the  soonest  until  the  month  of  June^  the  crew 
♦if  the  Victory  had  therefore  still  three  or  four  months  to  look 
Tvirward  to,  before  they  could  be  expected  to  make  any.  progress^ 
itod  even  then  considerable  doubts  had  arisen  in  the  minds  of 
j-jome  of  the  officers,  whether  they  were  not  really  at  the  end  ol 
their  destination,  as  far  as  their  present  position  was  concerned. 
From  various  observations,  which  Commander  Ross  hud  made 
during^  his  excursions^  his  hopes  were  by  no  means  so  sanguine? 
of  the  existence  of  an  open  sea  to  the  westward,  as  he  had 
originally  entertained,  and  were  the  expedition  to  be  closed  under 
the  present  circumstances,  they  had  nothing  to  look  for  on  their 
return  but  ridicule  and  disgrace.  On  this  subject  many  were 
the  disputes,  which  took  place  between  the  Captain  and  the  Com- 
mander; the  former  arguing  from  probability,  the  latter  from 
personal  knowledge.  The  former  considered  that  from  every 
calculation  that  he  had  made,  whilst  seated  in  his  arm-chair  in 
the  cabin,  and  regaling  himself  with  a  potation  of  Booth's  best 
cordial,  that  it  was  most  probable  that  an  open  sea  did  exist  to 
the  westward ;  he  had  it  is  true^  the  testimony  of  several  of  the 
natives  to  nullify  that  probability,  but  then  he  called  in  anothet 
probability  to  his  aid,  which  was,  that  the  natives  either  did 
not  understand  what  he  meant,  or  that  be  did  not  understand 
what  the  natives  meant.  He  certainly  could  not  argue  from  any 
knowledge  acquired  hy  his  own  experience,  for  he  considered 
the  ship  to  be  his  proper  station,  and  that  were  he  to  ttb#ent 
him^^elf  for  any  length  of  time  from  it,  a  relaxation  in  the  disci- 
pline  might  take  place ,  and  some  of  his  orders  secretly  infringed* 
%vhich  Iw^  liiid  issued  for  the  better  guvenuneiit  of  the  crew,  who 
in  Some  inHtancc^,  had  sliown  rather  a  refractory  dispasttion.  and 
t  secret  inclinutii»n  to  get  to  windward  of  htro  on  every  occa$ioi» 
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which  presented  itself.  With  Coramander  Ross,  the  grouDd 
on  which  he  stood  in  their  frequent  disputes  was  uf  a  much  firmer 
and  tenable  nature — he  rejected  probubilities  alUogelher,  and 
relied  solely  upon  the  observations^  which  he  had  made  in  every  ■ 
quarter,  and  some  of  theni  at  a  great  distance  from  the  ship,  not 
one  of  which  had  any  tendency  to  give  to  the  probability  of  his 
UDcle  the  least  semblance  of  truth.  This  was  particularly  con- 
firmed on  the  9th  March,  when  Commander  Ross  accompanied 
by  one  man  in  a  sledge,  drawn  by  six  dogs,  set  out  on  an  expe- 
dition to  some  high  land,  which  appeared  to  the  southward,  and 
from  which,  it  was  expected,  that  a  correct  view  could  be  obtained 
of  the  surrounding  country,  and  ihe  extent  of  the  islands,  amidf^^t 
which  it  was  now  evident  that  they  were  embayed.  The  prospect 
which  spread  itself  before  the  eyes  of  Commander  Ross,  on  hi* 
reaching  the  summit  of  the  hills,  was  by  no  means  of  a  flattering 
nature,  as  far  as  the  object  of  the  expedition  was  concerned,  but 
in  other  respects,  he  was  well  repaid  for  his  fatigue  and  trouble. 

Leaving  the  sledge  with  the  dogs,  Comnmrder  Ross  and  his 
companion  scrambled  up  the  banks  of  a  small  stream,  which  ran 
with  great  impetuosity  down  the  hill,  foaming  against  the  rocks 
which  threatened  to  impede  its  course,  and  which  in  this  deep 
eolilude  of  nature,  by  its  incessant  noise,  imparted  an  interest 
to  the  scene,  which  it  would  be  dif&cult  to  describe.  At  a  short 
distance  the  river  turned  almost  at  a  right  angle,  where  the 
channel  appeared  to   he  hollowed  out  through  a  solid   rock  of 

eiss,  and  after  falling  about  ten  feet,  at  an  angle  of  20^,  with 
a  vertical  line,  the  water  rushed  along  with  an  astonishing  im- 
petuosity into  a  basin  nearly  of  a  circular  form,  and  about  four 
hundred  yards  in  diameter,  but  the  outlet  or  continuance  of  the 
river  could  not  be  observed.  It  was  however  conjectured  by 
Commander  Ross,  that  the  course  of  it  was  continued  between  the 
hills  which  bordered  the  horizon  to  the  south  west,  but  which 
from  the  peculiar  circumstances  in  which  he  was  placed,  he  was  ^ 
not  able  to  explore.  In  this  expedition,  Commander  Ross  saw  I 
6i9veral  rein  deer,  browsing  on  the  banks  of  the  stream,  and 
tiUhough  he  did  not  succeed  in  killing  any  at  that  time,  he  deler- 
fviined  to  fcpair  tu  the  spot  ua  a  ^ubFC'^uenl  day,  viVv^iw  W \\v>Y^^ 
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hy  the  force  o{  slratagera  to  bring  the  animals  within  the  ran^ 
of  liiH  shot. 

Respecting  however  the  principal  object  which  he  had  In  riew* 

to  ascertain  the  existence  of  an  open  sea,  the  knowledge  whieb 

he  oblaioed  of  the  possibility  of  prosecuting  the  voyage  to  the 

westward  was  by  no  means  satisfactory.      To  the  north  east,  the 

water  appeared  to  be  more  open,  but  then  the  whole  presented 

such  a  fixed  body  of  ice,  as  to  frustrate  every  ©jcpeetation  of  forcing 

a  passage  through   it,  and    the  experience  of  Commander  Rom 

told  him,  that  tlie  ice  was  always  firmer  packed  in  inu  t>ays  tod 

inletSi  than   where   the   sea  waa  open.     The   distance  of  the 

Victory  from  the  Ktrail  of  the  Heela  and  Fury  was  very  small; 

The  latitude  and  longitude  of  the  wintering  place  of  the  fonier 

lieirig  69^  59  north  and  9Z'*  2  west,  whereas  that  of  the  lalief, 

taking  it  at  the  northernmost  point  of  Melville  Peninsula  wa^, 

latitude  6^^**  0'  norlh  and  88^  0'  west;    thus  the  Victory  wW 

aetimlly  very  nearly  iti  the  same  latitude  aK  the  strait  of  the  HecU 

and  Fury,  and  differing  only  four  degrees  in  the  longitude.     In  Uw 

expedition  nf  I8'il,  Capt.  Parry  penetrated  up  the  Strait  between 

Cnckburn  L^Iand  and  Melville  Peninsula  as  fai  as  S'2:'  35  W€«l 

and  gave  to  it  the  name  of  the  Strait  of  the  Hecla  and  Fur)': 

in  the  map  however  laid  by  Capt.  Ross  before  the  Committee  of 

the  House  of  Commons,  he  gives  its  utmost  longitude  aa  88^  btft 

on   what  authority   is    left   wholly  to    conjecture.     There  mutt 

however  be  some  g  ross  mistake  in  the  reports  of  Captns.  ParfJ 

and  Ross,  for  accordingf  to  the  former,  the  length  of  the  Strait* 

which  is  the  w  iJth  of  Melville  Peninsula  is  not  more  than  «ix*T 

geographical  miles,  whereas  according  to  the  latter,  taking  it 

in  the  direction  of  E  by  S,  it  commences  in  longitude  Si}""  we** 

and  its  supposed  termination  is  in  88^,    nakit*^  a  dilfereiice  » 

nearly  three  hundred  miles   between  the    JulouUtion  of  Cnptn** 

Parry  and  Ross.     The   general  result  u  all  ih©  arctic  voyage** 

has  been,   that  they  have  distinctly  ponvted  'at  the   route  fcf 

which    the   North  West  Passage  caftnoi  be  discovered*  C^ 

Parry    proved    the   total    inutility    of   any   further    attempt  ^ 

Hudsons  i^irait,  and  along  the  eastern  coast  of  America  up  F«>** 

Channel^  the  navigation  i»f  w^hich,  perhaps,  ia  tlie  most  daiig^'* 
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008,  difficult  and  uncertain  of  auv  other  of  equal  extent  wiiliin  thf 
seas  of  the  Arctic  Reg  iods.  The  chief  cause  of  these  ditBcullies  is 
now  sufficiently  obviouS;  but  it  must  be  admitted  that  the 
position  in  which  the  Victory  was  placed  both  in  her  first  and 
second  winter  harbour,  was  not  one  in  which  much  information 
could  be  acquired  by  the  force  or  direction  of  the  current*,  to 
which  so  much  importance  is  attached  in  the  navigation  of 
unknown  seas,  and  especially  where  their  extreme  termination  is 
a  disputed  point.  We  know  that  our  old  navigators  invuriably 
found  a  strong  current  setting  down  the  channel,  called  Rowers 
Welcome,  along  the  coast  of  America  into  Budson's  Bay,  from 
ihence  through  the  Strait  to  the  westward,  carrying  with  it 
whole  fields  of  ice,  together  with  those  immense  masses 
known  by  the  name  of  icebergK,  conveying  them  along  the 
coast  of  Labrador,  across  the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  and  the 
tail  of  the  Gulph  Stream,  and  never  quilling  the  American  side 
of  the  Atlantic,  although  westerly  gales  of  wind  are  almost  as 
constant  as  the  Gulph  Stream ,  where  then  originates  this  per- 
petual motion  of  the  sea  to  the  southward?  certainly  not  in  Baf^ 
(in 8  Bay,  where  no  current  was  found  to  exife^t,  nor  in  Hud^^onV 
Bay,  into  which  it  is  poured  down  from  the  northward;  nor  in 
Lancaster  Sound,  where  little  or  none  was  found  ;  it  <  an  therefore 
cmly  originate  in  some  open  sea  to  the  westward,  and  this 
circumstance  has  been  the  great  subject  of  speculation  amongst 
all  navigators  from  the  earliest  period.  The  first  discoverers 
seem  to  have  been  aware  of  the  cause  of  the  currents  originating 
in  a  sea  to  the  westward,  and  concludeil  that  they  flowed  roimd 
the  north  east  point  of  America,  wbitli  they  ima^rincd  was  not 
lar  distant  from  Rowers  Welcome,  and  accordingly  their 
endeavfiurs  were  directed,  but  in  vain,  to  discover  that  point. 
Capt.  Parry  ascertained  the  important  fact  that  a  perpetual  cur^ 
rent  sets  through  the  Strait,  which  divides  the  continent  from  a 
large  island  to  the  northward  of  it ;  so  strong  indeed,  that  it  brings 
with  it  out  of  the  polar  sea,  and  wedges  into  the  strati,  such  im* 
mense  fields  of  ice^as  to  render  a  passage  through  the  strait  utterly 
hopeless,  f»ir  no  sooner  does  a  disruption  (sometimes  of  a  square? 
mib  or  more  in  extent)  take  place  ul  the  ea^tetw  ev^Vt^m^,  ^vMi 
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its  place  is  immediatply  supplied  with  an  equal  extent  from  the 
field  to  the  westward. 

The  question  then  that  naturally  occurs^  is,  whence  does  tbt 
polar  sea,  surrounded  as  it  ia  by  land,  receive  a  sufficient  supply 
of  water  to  provide  for  the  perpetual  discharpre  that  takes  place 
through  the  strait  of  the  Fury  and  Hecla?  It  cannot  be  fromttie 
torrents  of  melted  ice  and  snow  in  the  sea  and  surrounding  shore* 
and  islands,  which  a  plea&in^  but  not  very  profound  FrcDch 
writer  thoufrht  Rufficient  to  explain  the  ebbing  and  flowing  of 
the  tides.  Capt.  Franklin  i^aw  no  such  torrents,  indeed  so  small 
18  the  quantity  of  moisture  in  the  atmosphere  in  high  latitude, 
that  it  scarcely  ever  rains — no  snow  fell  f>t  Melville  Island  dur- 
ing a  whole  winter,  and  the  spiculst?  which  floated  in  the  air,  Uv 
on  the  ground  not  more  than  a  few  inches ;  at  Winter  Inland  per* 
haps  eig^hi  inches,  not  a  third  part  of  the  quantity,  which  fre- 
quently fatl«  in  many  parts  of  Great  Britain,  nor  perhaps,a  sixJ* 
of  that  on  the  continent :  yet  it  would  be  absurd  to  suppose  tiwi 
the  North  Sea,  or  St,  George^s  Channel  was  ever  swelled  by  the 
melting  ofsnow»  neither  can  it  be  from  the  melting  of  ice  in 
the  polar  8ea.  for  that  would  diminish  instead  of  increasing  the 
bulk  of  water  by  the  contraction  of  its  dimensions  when  in  « 
fluid  Mtate;  we  might  just  as  well  suppose  that  a  piece  of  ice 
[ilaeod  in  a  basin  ofwater*  would  by  melting  cause  the  water  ti* 
run  over  the  edg^es.  We  might  also  ask  why  this  melting  of  ih^ 
ice  produced  a  current  ow^  of  the  polar  sea  on  one  side  of  Afneric*. 
and  into  it  on  the  other?  The  current  must  therefore  origiuA^^ 
out  of  the  limits  of  the  Polar  sea,  and  which  ia  in  a  great  tne*- 
sure  proved  to  be  the  case,  both  by  Capt*  Parry  and  Capt,  Rn^*- 

It  is  a  rational  conclusion^  that  from  the  great  quantities  '" 
drift  wood  found  on  the  shores  of  the  Aleutian  Islands,  generttH* 
the  growth  of  more  southern  climates,  from  its  abundance  ot*  ho^» 
shores  of  America  and  Asia  still  higher  up,  and  from  so  much«^ 
it  being  intermixed  in  the  ice  of  Behnog's  Strait  as  to  supjJ* 
Captain  Cook's  ships  with  fire  wood,  that  the  Pacific  flows! 
the  polar  sea  through  Behring^s  Strait ;  the  fact  has  been  € 
borated  by  Kotzebue,  who  found  a  constant  current  setting  > 
Strait  at  the  rate  of  two  or  three  miles  an  hour   that  on  I 
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lie  eiJe  after  passing  the  strait  turning*  round  to  the  westward 
towards  the  north  east  cape,  and  that  on  the  American  Pide  round 
ley  cape  to  the  eastward.  The  same  fact  has  been  since  ejc- 
perienced  by  two  Russian  corvettes,  which  found  ihe  current 
gieiting  so  strongly  to  the  eastward,  as  to  occasion  some  alarm 
lest  they  should  not  be  able  to  return.  Proceeding  along^  the 
northern  coast  of  America  to  Hearne's  River,  we  have  the  testi- 
mony of  Cupt.  Franklin,  that  the  same  kind  <»f  drift-wood  was 
deposited  on  the  western  shores  of  jutting  headlands  from  thence 
to  Cape  Turnagain,  and  from  the  testimuny  of  the  Esquimaux, 
that  a  considerable  part  of  their  supply  of  wood  for  sledgen, 
boats,  bows  and  other  imptemenls,  is  received  from  the  western 
shore  of  Melville  Peninsula  behind  Repulse  Bay.  These  are 
unequivocal  proofs  of  a  current  setting  easterly  from  the  pacitic 
along  the  northern  coast  of  America;  but  w^e  are  able  to  trace  it 
Btill  further  into  the  Atlantic.  Being  impeded  in  its  course 
]Q  this  ctd  de  sac  behind  the  isthmus  of  Melville  Peninsula,  it 
is  necessarily  turned  to  the  northward  along  the  western  shore 
of  the  latter^  still  fuMling  an  outlet  by  the  strait  of  the  Heela 
and  Fury,  it  rushes  through  beneath  the  ice,  with  which  the 
Citrait  is  hermetically  sealed,  at  the  rate  of  four  miles  an  hour* 
carrying  with  it  down  Fox  Channel,  large  fields,  floes,  and 
detached  masses  of  ice  to  the  southward,  and  making  together 
with  a  flood  tide  of  eighteen  hours  out  of  the  twenty- four  in 
the  same  direction,  the  navigation  up  that  channel  so  hazardous 
and  harassing  as  it  was  found  by  Capt.  Parry,  and  which  rendei 
all  fijture  attempts  by  the  same  route  hopeless  and  therefore 
unadviseable*  From  Fox's  Channel  it  sweeps  along  both  sidep 
of  Southampton  Island  round  Hudson's  Bay,  and  through  the 
strait  down  the  coast  of  Labrador,  and  across  the  banks  of  New- 
foundland into  the  Atlantic, 

There  ore  tb«t=e  who  in  the  plenitude  of  their  sagacity,  liave 
♦iTctended  to  discover  in  the  various  expeditions  that  have  been 
aied  out  by  the  English  government  for  the  discovery  of  the 
North  West  Passage,  an  obstinate  and  culpable  adherence  to 
an  object,  which  has  been  declared  unattainable,  and  which  if 
nttained  would  h%  use  lest  for  all  the  purposes  of  comm^\^^. 

Id  2 « 
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these  are  the  people  who    Ruppose    that  all   merit  consists 
pounds,  shillings  and  pence,   to  thetn   the  naval  glory  of  the^ 
country  is  a  mere  bauble — llie  physical  and  moral  knowled^ 
of  the  globe  akind  of  will-with-lhe-wisp,  which  when  obtained 
18  not  worth  the  trouble  bestowed  in  the  aequisilion  of  it — the^ 

and  synonymous  with   folly  and  hypocrisy:    but  althousrh  we 


interests  of  science   and  humanity,  mere   paltry  eonsiderationsi 


bej 


confess  that  those  expeditions  are  vulnerable  in  some  points^  J^W 
we  trust  that  those  who  direct  the  energies  of  this  mighty  empire,^ 
will  not  be  turned  aside  from  the  prosecution  of  scientific  dis- 
coveries by  the  cavils  and  objections  of  empirical  soi-disant  phU 
losophers,  who  attach  no  value  to  any  pursuit  but  that  in  whicii 
themselves  are  immediately  engagfed.  It  is  true  that  all  huma 
power  has  its  limiis,  dominion  frequently  changes  hands,  and 
riches  make  to  themselves  wings  and  fly,  but  knowledge  endur- 
eth  for  ever,  and  the  names  of  Cook,  Parry,  Franklin  and  a 
host  of  others,  who  have  contributed  so  amply  to  enlarge  tbej 
sphere  of  knowledge,  will  shed  a  lustre  on  our  naval  historfjj 
and  stimulate  the  youth  of  ages  yet  to  come,  to  imitate  theii 
bright  example. 

It  was  the  excursion,  which  Commander  Ross  took  on  the9tb^ 
Marehj  which  gave  rise  to  those  doubts  in  his  mind  respectin;|'l 
the  probability   of  success  in   their  great  undertaking,  which 
subsequent  observations  tended  to  confirm,  and  which  threw  the 
sickly  hue  of  disappointment  over  his  future  operations.     It  wma. 
the  opinion  of  Capt,  Parry,  that  the  great  difficulty  lay  on 
eastern  side  of  tlie  strait  of  the  Hecia  and  Fury,  and  that  could 
nuccced    in  forcing   his  way  through  it,  a  clear   passage   thefl 
existed    for   him    lo  the    westward.     The  observations  of  Com^ 
mander  Ross  however  tended  to  disprove  this  opinion  of  Cat 
Parry,  for  the  winter  Imrboiir  of  the  Victory  in  1830  was  only  four" 
degrees  to  the   westward  of  the  strait  of  the   Mecia  and  Fury* 
and  yet  the  supposed  sea  of  Capt  Parry  was  not  found   lo  be  ii 
exi«%tence,  in  f.ict,  there  i»  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  stmtl 
so  called,  was  nothing  more  than  an  inlet  or  bay  between   Mel- 
ville PeniijAula,  and  the  land  which  was  called  CiKfkburti  IslandM^ 
although  tt  was  never  proved  to  be  nueh  by  any  luiirincr  bavi 
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cireumoaTi gated  it.     The  opinion  was  strongly  impressed  upon 
the  mind   of  Commander  Koss  that  the  Victory  wa§  in  a  very 
critical  situation,  and  he  hesitated  not   to  express  that  opinion 
to  Capt*  Ross  in  tl:e  most  unqualified  terms.     His  arguments  were 
however  always  met  by  a  counter  opinion,  that  no  substantial 
grounds  existed  for  such   discouraging  notions,  and  that  as  no 
responsibility  whatever  rested  upon  his  shoulders,  it  would  bo- 
come  him  better  to  attend  more  immediately  to  the  depart menta 
specially  entrusted  to  his  care,  and  leave  the  management  of  the 
expedition  to  those  to  whom  it  was  entrusted,     lu  fact  the  evi- 
dence before  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  distinctly 
•hows  that  a  difference  of  opinion  existed  between  Capt.  Rosa 
and  Commander  Ross  on  some  very  essential  points,  and  in  which 
the  former   was  not  competent  to  give  his  opinioa   at  all.     Thd 
following  IS  one  of  the  many  proofs  that  can  be  adduced, 

KThe  170th  question  to  Capt.  Ross  is.  Do  you  conceive  you  have 
tertained  the  fact,  that  there  is  no  practical  communication 
itween  the   Atlantic  and   Pacific  Ocean?     Positively   to  the 
southward  of  the  seventy -fourth  degree. 

You  do  not  mean  to  express  an  opinion  decidedly  that  it  is 
impossible  there  should  be  a  communication  discovered  further 
north  I  Certainly  not. 
You  still  think  it  is  possible  there  may  be  a  practical  commu* 
HBfiationf  I  think  it  possible,  hut  not  very  probable. 
^^Od  this  subject  Commander  Ross  is  asked,  You  do  not  think 
tbe  voyage  has  furnished  any  conclusion  against  the  existence 
of  a  north  west  passage?  No,  tV  has  made  it  si  ill  more  certain 
Man  it  was  before f  that  a  North  West  Passage  must  exist. 

Upon  what  observations   made  in  the   last   voyage,  do  you 

pound  that  opinion !     From  the  additional  portion  of  the  onU 

Iiu«  of  the  continent  of  America  explored  upon  this  occasion  on 

the  northern  coast  of  America,  and  the  western  coast  of  Boothia. 

Dn  you   believe   that   it  would  be  practicable  to  iro  through 

Viat  North   Western  Passage?     There  is  i>o  n  that   it 

^ould  be  much  more  easy,  now  that  wr  v,  uh  thaj 

toe  of  tbe  formation  of  the  continent 

fThe  following   difference  of  opini»/' 


iUiking,  and  the  answer  of  Communrler  Ross  U  well  desier?itig 
'jf  attention,  as  it  is  strongly  indicative  of  the  inimical  dispoi- 
,tioQ  of  his  mhid  towards  his  uncle,  at  the  same  time  that  it 
fi  corroborative  of  our  previous  statement  respecting'  that  want  of 
friendly  feeling,  which  ought  naturally  and  professionally  It* 
have  existed  between  them. 

Capt.  Ross  is  asked,  Did  you  observe  the  difference  in  the 
altitude  of  the  two  seas,  east  and  west  of  Boothia  Felix  ?     Yeu, 

Do  you  draw  any  conclusion  from  that  difference  of  altitude 
which  bears  on  the  subject  of  the  North  West  Passage  I  I  coo* 
sider  it  to  be  negative. 

You  consider  it  a  presumption  *  Yes,  a  presumption  that  there 
18  no  such  passage,  but  not  a  proof. 

What  was  the  difference?      The  difference  is  thirteen  feet. 

Upon  the  supposition  that  the  land  is  continuous,  northward 
from  the  seventy -fourth  degree  to  the  pole,  should  you  expect  to 
find  that  difference  of  altitude  in  the  seas  ?  I  should  certainly 
from  the  rotative  motion  of  the  earth. 

On  this  subject  Commander  Ross  is  asked.  Are  you  aware  of 
the  fact,  that  the  two  seas,  right  and  left  of  the  isthmus  which 
unites  Boothia  with  the  continent  of  America,  are  of  different 
altitude?  No,  I  am  not,  nor  had  ue  the  means  of  ascertainiitg 
the  fact  with  accuracy.  It  would  tak«  at  least  two  or  three 
months  to  ascertain  it  with  the  accuncy  such  an  observatioQ 
would  require. 

Yt*u  liave  no  reason  to  suppose  such  a  thing  ?  None  whatet^er; 
,  no,  I  never  heard  of  it  till  ihis  moment. 

Has  Capt.  Ross  never  told  you  that  he  had  ascertained  that  to 

.be  the  fact!     Capt.   Ross  may  have   made  observations   which 

I  have   satisHed   his  own   mind,  but   I  doubt  whether  he  can  kapt 

I  made  oburvalhns  that  would  satisfy  the  minds  of  those,  wll* 

may  investigate  the  matter. 

There  i«  an  imputation,  at-companied  with  a   sneer  in  the  laaf 

^answer,   which  must  have  been  rather  mortifying  to  Capt.  Roer,^ 

but  it  is  by  no  means  a  solitary  instance  in  which  a  latent  ^M 

position  exlnbils  itself,  on  the  part  of  Commander  R     -    '  ^H 

'precidte  the  obbervHV'\or.s,  vihicli  Capt.  Ross  report*  \  H 
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made  by  himself,  aud  which  certainly  could  not  have  been  made 
under  the  cireuiDStances  in  which  Capt.  Ross  wa^?  at  the  time. 
We  give  him  some  credit  for  the  dexterous  manner  in  which 
he  parried  some  of  the  questions  that  were  put  to  him  by  the 
members  of  the  committee,  and  which  if  answered  in  a  direct, 
straightforward  manner,  would  have  proved  on  whose  brow  the 
laurels  wore  to  be  placed,  and  at  the  same  time,  that  that  brow 
was  not  his  own. 

On  the  same  day  that  Commander  Ross  took  the  excursion, 
which  has  been  already  described,  the  purser  and  the  surgeon, 
set  out  on  an  expedition  to  the  huts  of  the  Esquimaux,  which 
were  situate  to  the  southeast.  On  their  way  thither,  they  killed 
a  bird,  called  the  white-winger  scraber,  but  the  common  uame 
of  which  is  the  black  guileraot.  The  body  was  entirely  black, 
with  the  exception  of  a  white  spot  on  the  wing,  which  is  a  dis- 
tinguishing mark  of  the  bird  in  all  its  ages.  The  bill  is  black, 
and  the  legs  and  feet  are  crimson  It  generally  lays  two  eggs, 
about  the  size  of  a  pcllei*s,  of  a  dirty  white  with  black  spots. 
It  makes  its  nest  in  the  holes,  which  are  found  in  the  fragment;^ 
of  the  rocks  on  the  shore*  The  measurement  of  the  bird  is  gene 
rally  about  twelve  inches  in  length, and  from  nineteen  to  twent> 
in  breadth.  The  plumage  of  the  young  birds  is  varied  black 
and  white,  but  the  legs  and  feet  are  dusky,  instead  of  tht 
crimson  colour  which  distinguishes  the  older  birds.  The  birt 
IS  sometimes  killed  in  the  Shetland  Islands,  but  its  chief  habit 
ation  may  be  considered  to  be  Baffin's  Bay,  and  the  surround- 
ing  inlets. 

During  the  excursion  of  Commander  Ross,  he  made  some  ob- 
rvations  respecting  the  geology  of  the  country,  but  they  did 
i  agree  with  those,  which  were  made  by  Mr.  Thorns  an^f 
Mr*  Mc'Diarmid,  atlhough  the  direction  in  which  they  respect- 
ively bent  their  course,  was  not  at  so  great  a  distance  from  each 
other,  as  to  give  rise  to  the  conjeofMMklllt  i&ny  ^;roat  difl^erence 
could  be  found  in  the  formation  nclination 

of  the   strata,     According  to  Coi  «?ral  out- 

line  of  the   interior    and  a  cuni  north 


\wt 
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;  citid  eastcoast»  bespoke  the  existence  of  primary  rocks,  (he  hiUt 
ni»ing  to  an  avaru^e  of  700  feet,  and  presenting  acute  summiu, 
declining;  by  diarp  prolonged  ridges.  A  table  land  would 
scarcely  be  to  be  expected,  in  a  country  where  the  summits  of 
the  hills  are  for  the  greater  part  of  the  year,  exposed  to  the  most 
intense  frost,  and  where,  in  conseqtience,  they  mu8t  assume 
that  acute  and  jagged  form,  which  generally  charactertie 
the  hills  of  the  Aff  tic  Regions.  Tho  granite  possesses  tbo 
character  of  that  substance^  as  it  is  fi>und  fortnvng  monntaifi 
!nasses,  and  therefore  il  is  not  improbable  that  this  rock  forma  a 
portion  at  least  of  the  country. 

The  observations  of  Mr,  Thorns  and  Mr.  Mc.Diarmid  went  to 
show  that  the  cliffs  appeared,  wherever  they  were  expo^d,  to 
present  an  appearance  of  strati  fi  eat  ion.  The  spec  i  men  they  pro- 
duced seemed  almost  entirely  limited  to  gneiss,  a  cireumstaiK^e 
to  be  expected  from  the  ^tratiHed  appearance  already  mentioned. 
It  is  probable  that  some  members  of  the  trap  family  exist, 
although  it  is  impossible  to  determine  under  what  form,  as  a 
solitary  specimen  only  was  found,  being  a  very  compact  and 
fine  grained  greenstone,  of  a  somewhat  porphyritic  character. 
On  the  whole  the  researches  of  the  respective  oflScers  did  nol 
throw  any  great  light  on  the  geological  nature  of  the  country, 
and  the  specimens  of  the  granite,  which  we  have  in  our  possess- 
ion, do  not  differ  ranch  excepting  in  the  colour,  from  the  granite 
found  in  the  vicinity  of  Aberdeen,  the  polar  granite  being  of  an 
orange  colour,  that  of  Scotland  of  a  dusky  white. 

Mr.  Thorns  and  Mr*  Mc'Diarmid  having  extended  their  excur- 
sion too  far,  were  benighted  on  their  way  home,  and  it  was  not 
without  some  diillculty  that  they  reached  the  vessel ;  nor  would 
this  have  been  so  easily  accomplished  had  not  some  blue  lights 
been  fired  ofl'at  intervals,  and  guns  fired  every  five  minutes  from 
the  ship,  as  a  guide  to  the  travellers  to  direct  them  on  their  way» 
They  were  two  hours  and  fifty  minutes  rambling  they  ko«w 
not  whither,  and  but  for  the  report  of  the  guns,  which  in  that 
climate  is  lieard  at  a  great  distance,  it  is  not  improbable  but 
that  they  would  hav^  had  to  pass  the  night  under  the  leo  of#^^ 
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mound  of  ice,  with  perhaps  a  bear  as  iheir  cutnpftDion,  and  the 
Iiowiin^  of  the  wolves  to  convlDce  them  that  they  were  oot  the 
DDiy  animated  beings  in  that  desolate  part  of  the  country. 

The  vessel  was  on  this  day  visited  by  two  women,  one  QiaD« 

and    two  children,    bringing    with   them   for   sale  some  shoes, 

the  skin  of  a  young  seal,  and  some  dried   trout*     Tlio  articles 

were  all    purchased    by  Capt.  Ross,  and  the  latter  formed  for 

mme  time  no  unsubstantial  appendage   to   his  breakfast  table, 

although,  it  must  be  acknowledged  that  the  appetite  must  be 

of  a    very    peculiar  kind  that  could  accommodate  itself  to  be 

latifified  with  viands  prepared    by    hands,  which  may  literally 

be  said  to  be  encrusted  with  the  dirt,  wliich  has  clung  to  them 

from  their  infancy,  and  by  people,  with  whom  even  the  slightest 

degree  of  cleanliness  is  never  known. 

It  was  however  a  discovery  which  Capt.  Ross  had  made  long 
before  he  was  visited  by  the  EsquimauXj  in  Victory  Harbour,  that 
eywy  thing  has  an  inside  and  an  outside.  The  interior  of  an 
^fg"  cannot  be  defiled,  even  if  the  egg  it^Glf  passes  through  the 
tilthiest  hands,  and  analogically  arguing,  Capt.  Ross  satisfied 
bimself  with  the  thought,  that  although  some  very  unpleasant 
iv8«ociations  might  accompany  the  exterior  of  the  trout,  it  did 
not  follow  that  those  same  associations  extendeil  to  the  interior. 
He  also  conpidered  his  own  person  as  a  very  substantial  prop  to 
tU  itmjidness  of  that  argument,  for  on  looking  at  it  from  any  of 
the  two  and  thirty  points  of  the  compass,  it  does  not  present  the 
D^ost  pleasing  and  prepossessing  exterior,  but  then,  when  we  con- 
sider the  interior,  we  find  much  to  approve  of  and  esteem,  for  if 
^uemind  be  the  standard  of  the  man,  no  one  will  deny  that 
C»pt,  Ross  stands  high  in  the  scale.  We  write  from  the  inform- 
ation of  others,  not  from  any  extensive  personal  knowledge  ;  our 
*'Hhoritics  are  in  existence,  and  can  be  appealed  to  for  the 
Veracity  of  our  statements,  but  if  at  any  lime,  we  have  cracked 
thegaiiric  thong  too  smartly,  it  has  been  done  more  in  pity  than 
'hunger,  that  an  individual  who,  in  many  respects,  possesses  a 
peatiind  noble  mind,  should  in  some  instances  have  shown  him- 
*^lt  tbe  slave  to  certaii  h  are  the  distiogutsbing 

^^tu  of  the  mean  and 
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The  following  sketch  will  perhaps  fully  illufilrate  our  renmf 
respecting;  ihe  cleanliness  of   the  Esquimaux*  and  tlie   exquishi 
flavour  which  the  trout  or  any  other  viand  must  in  conseqaenee 
receive,  od  passiD^^  through  such  delicate  hands.     It  wns  on  the 
9th  of  March,  that  for  four  fish-hooks  Capt.  Ross  purchased  fimr 
dainty  trout,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  lOth,  we  are  acquainted 
with  those,  who  i^aw  him  regaling  himself  at  his  breakfast  tabic, 
with  a  few  slices  out  of  the  back  of  the  finest  of  the  trout,  wiA 
the  same  epicurean  relish,  as  if  they  had   been  some  slices  of  i 
kipper  cured  on  the  banks  of  the  Dee,  in  his  own  beloved  father- 
land.    He  had  scarcely  finished  his  moroiog  repast,  and  \vn\ 
taken  his  accustomed  station  on  the  quarter  deck,  when  thesain<» 
party  who  had  cured  the  trout,  were  observed  approaching  tin 
ship.     They  had  two  seals  with  them,  which  were  immediatdf 
flsyed,  anil  some  fine  cutlets  being  cut  off  the  rump  of  one  trf 
them,  they  were  put  into  the  oven  to  be  baked  as  a  luncheon  f"f 
the  visitors,  on  the  average  of  about  four  pounds  for  each  inditi' 
duaL     AnK)ngBt  the  natives  was  one  mani  who  although  h« 
might  have  had  given  to  him  by  nature,  •'  the  human  countenonc* 
divine,*'  yet  he  had  so  disfigured  and  besmeared  it  with  blood  au' 
blubber,  that   no  one  feature  was  to  be  distinguished  from  lliP 
otlier.     His  face  resembled  that  of  a  pri^e  fighter,  who  had  been 
standing  for  about  two  hours  to  have  his  countenance  allereii. 
but   he  was  given  to  understand  that  certain  materials  would  hft 
prov  ided  him.  wherewith  he  could  divest  his  face  of  the  filth  with 
whi  b  it  was  covered — nakkaf  nakka!  (no!  no!)  he  excUifDed> 
but    holdinsT  his  face   and  hands  otit   to  the   steward,  he  crie^ 
alio  fa*  alloopa  /   (lifk    them  I    Uck    them!)   nakka/  nakka  ^ 
wd  the  steward   in  his  turn,  shaking  his  head^  at  which  tb^ 
native  expressed    some  surprise,   and  finding  that  the  steward 
would  not  accept  of  his  kind  invitation,  he  began  tc»  lick  hi 
hands  tike  a  cat  or  a  dog  would  its  paws,  after  having  immers^^ 
them  in  a  dirty  kennel.     But  then  the  great  question  arone,  i' 
what  manner  was  the  face  to  be  licked  clean?  the  operation  coul* 
not  be  perforrned  by  himself,  and  therefore  turning  to  his  wif" 
be  cried  alloopa  /  alloopa  /  and  without  any  hesitation  or  mpOi0i 
nance^  abe  most  tenderly  o^tid  aflbetionately  began  at  the  furebea 
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no  cai  ODuld  lick  its  'kitten^  do  bear  its  eubt  with  ^ealei 
paiduity  and  attention.  By  degrees  the  face  beg-an  to  assumi^ 
\»  natural  features,  and  in  the  space  of  a  quarter  tif  an  hour,  not 
I  vestige  of  the  blood  and  blubber  was  to  be  seen.  The  opera- 
iou  was  performed  in  such  a  masterly  manner,  that  it  was  evi- 
dent that  the  good  wife  was  an  adept  in  the  art  of  licking,  and 
iccording  to  sorae  observations  which  were  subsequently  made, 
,t  was  ascertained,  that  it  was  the  method  adopted  by  these  un- 
IHUized  people  in  the  cleaning  of  their  own  hands,  whilst  the 
Wm  ^*^^  performed  by  ntliers  in  the  cleaning  of  their  faces. 

^'hiUt    this    fiingular  scene  was  enacting  between  Meviak 

tad  his  dutiful  and  nhedietit  spouse,  a  not  le^s  singular  one  was 

fcrforming   by  their  children   on  the  bodies  of  the  ^eala,  which 

had  been  just  skinned,  and  on  which  the  blood  was  as  yet  pure 

waA  fresh.     The  carcasses  were  lying  on  the  deek^  preparatory  ttt 

b<Jing  cut  up  for  the  dogs,  when  the  children  attracted  by   tho 

inviting  smell  of  the  blood,  squatted   themselves  down  by  the 

'uiiroaU,  and  with  a  aest  equal   to  that,   which  Quin  evinced 

whilst  regaling  upon   a  John  Dory  swimming  in  his  sauce  pt- 

^'^ante,  they   licked   with  all  their  natural  greediness,  the  blood 

from  llie  carcasses,  and  no  dog  could    have    licked   his   trencher* 

^Waer.  than  these  human  brutes  did  the  bodies  of  the  seals. 

1 1  ^as  however  a  discovery  not  very   gratifying   to  the  refined 

***»d  rJelicale   feelings   of  the  consumers  of  the   trout,  however 

^wpting  and  inviting  they  might  appear  on  the  breakfast  table, 

^heu  ihe   knowledge   was   conveyed  to  them  of  the  manner  in 

*"ich  the  trout  were  cured,  or  more  properly  speaking  of  the 

Process  which   the  tish  underwent  preparatory   to  their  being 

"Tied.    We  know^  there  is  a   particular  substance   used   in   tli^ 

'during  r>fibe  Finden  haddock,  which  imparts  to  it  that  exquisite 

ttaiour  which  renders   it  such  a  delectable  bonne  bouche  on  the 

*^^l}h  break famt  table,  and  as  long  as  any  informalic 

^'^'^j^f't  might  have  a  tendency  to  deprive  oUt  nortbtl 

"'«?  enjoy menl  of  a  good   breakfast,  it  would  be 

^"*'  ill  nam  re  in   us,  to  deprive  them  of  their  hoj.. 

Ihit  l*?t  «*  trace  the  history  of  the  trout^  previou;  * 
I'^ntuce  on  the  tatjk*  of  Capt.  Ross*    We  mimoi  Uil 
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the  Ian  editioQ  of  Mra.  Glasee  has  reached  the  cooks  of  the  Es- 
quimaux, but  they  certainly  follow  her  instructions  tn  oDe  im- 
portaot  point,  which  is,  that  before  they  be^in  to  dress  or  c^are 
the  5sh — they  first  proceed  to  catch  it;  which  having  accoin* 
plished.  they  rip  up  the  belly,  making  an  exquisite  fry,  or  per- 
chance a  ragout  of  the  entrails,  and  then  the  next  step  is  to 
digest  it  of  the  blood,  which  abounds  along  the  back  bone,  and 
which  if  suffered  to  remain  would  impart  rather  a  stinking'  fla- 
vour  to  the  commodity.  Who  that  has  watched  the  motions  of 
a  Billingsgate  fishmonger,  scraping  the  coagulated  blood  of  the 
salmon  from  the  back  bone  with  his  knife,  but  deplores  the 
excessive  labour  to  which  he  is  obliged  to  subject  himself,  m 
well  as  the  horrible  wound  that  is  inflicted  on  the  ear,  by  the 
vile  inharmonious  grating  of  the  knife  as  it  passes  in  rapid  suc- 
cession along  the  vertobrse  of  the  back.  The  Esquimaux  howerer 
have  a  more  casy»  and  certainly  a  more  economical  method  of 
despoiling  the  fish  of  its  doited  blood,  and  in  many  instances. 
as  the  present  will  show,  the  political  economists  of  these  en- 
lightened times,  would  do  well  in  the  establishment  of  their 
visionary  theories,  to  take  a  lesson  from  the  actions  of  men  in 
uncivilized  life,  and  pay  less  attention  to  those^  which  distin- 
guish him  as  the  child  of  education  and  of  culture. 

We  have  supposed  the  fish  under  the  hands  of  Meviak,  to 
have  been  properly  gutted,  when  seeing  two  of  his  thrivinit 
offspring  watching  with  greedy  eyes  the  broiling  *of  some  §e«l 
cutlets,  he  exclMmed  Kedeekarree  Et't*rninya!  (*' come  here,  mj 
sons,**)  not  doubling  that  their  father  had  reserved  a  tit-bit  for 
them,  they  hastened  towards  him,  when  pointing  to  the  interior 
of  the  fish  besmeared  and  bedaubed  with  blood,  he  saiJ. 
allookioke  aoonak("V\o\i  blood,  you  do/*)  and  voraciously  inde«(l 
did  the  little  urchins  proceed  to  obey  the  injunctions  of  their 
parents,  to  their  own  great  delight  and  gratification.  To  •) 
that  the  Billingsgate  fishmonger,  with  his  nasty  scrubbing bruik 
could  have  accomplished  the  cleansing  of  the  fish  with  er]iml 
dexterity  and  despatch,  were  unjustly  and  illiberally  to  deprive 
the  sons  of  Meviak  of  their  due  portion  of  merit,  for  the  ne 
and  perfect  manner  in  which  they  licked  the  fish  from  tbo  ja* 


to  tlie  lail.carefQlly  inserting  their  tongue  into  every  little  hole 
or  cavity  in  which  u  clot  of  blood  had  secreted  itself.      Napjfa- 
tfoAe,   (well  it  is,)   said    Meviak,  and   the  children   rettirnod   to 
watch  the  dressing  of  llie  cutlets.     Delightfully  clean  was  now 
the  interior  of  the  fish,  tempting  and  inviting  even  to  the  most 
fastidious  taste.     In  a  corner  of  the   hut  stood  a  utensil  made  of 
neither  wood,  iron,  delf  nor  porcelain,  nor  gold,  nor  silver,  tin, 
copper  nor  brass,  but  of  a  block  of  granite,  which  nature  in  oiie 
of  her  frolicsome  moods  hud  scooped  out  in  the  form  of  a  baf;in ; 
this  utensil  was  the  farai  ly  receptacle  of  the  oil  extracted  at  various 
times  from  the  walruses,  and  the  seals,  and  perchance  from  some 
unfortunate  whale,  who   preferred   being  cut  up  in  his  native 
country,  to  being  conveyed  in  the  hold  of  a  ship,  to  the  country 
of  the  KabloonaSs     From  this  utensil  the  thirst  of  the  inrmates  of 
the  hut  was  frequently  satisfied  ;  from  it  the  lamp  which  illumi- 
nated their  d  we  I  liner  was  daily  fed  ;  the  cutlets  swam  in  it«  as 
one   of  the  most  delicious  sauces  which   the  culinary  powers  of 
the  LMes,  or  the  Glasses,  or  the  Rundells  of  this  country  could 
produce,  and   the  more   powerful   and   pungent   its  stench  and 
fetor,  the  greater  is  the  avidity    with  which  it  is  consumed. 
Afevtak  approached  this  utensil,  and  plunging  the  fish,  we  were 
poing  to  say  over  head  and  ears,  but  the  Esquimaux  trout  being 
Hlfcprived  from  their  birth  of  the  latter  organ,  we  will  not  expose 
our  ignorance  of  that  fact,  and  therefore  we   will  adhere  to  the 
g||uth,  by  affirming  that  Mevtak  plunged  the  fish  over  head  and 
^pit  in  the  unctuous  mass,  leaving  it  there   for  the   space  of  si/ 
HpmAs,  to  be  well  soaked  and  saturated  with  the  rancid  liquid 
^■Ae  expiration  of  the  said  six  seniks  the  fish  was  dragged  from 
HRriy  habitation,  and  being  suspended  by  its  jowl  from  the  top 
^of  tbe  hut»  was  [eft  in  the  full  and  undisturbed  enjoyment  of  all 
^Be  smoke,  stenches  and  other  effluvia,  which  are  the  universal 
Bbncomitants  of  an  Esquimaux  dwelling,  and  which  in  the  endfl 
Bppart  to  the  fish  that  exquisite  flavour  which   is  so   eralifviiiM 
^m  ike  taste  of  the  Esquimaux  epicures.  ■ 

H  We  are  very  prone  to  think  that  that,  'Hjn»elTe». 
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liarity  ;  the   Italian  stares  wltli  wcknder  if  a  person  expreesailitf 
dislike   to  Macaroni,  the    German   cannot    be  brotig^t   to  ba* 
lieve  that  any  one  can  turn  away  with  disgust  from   a  dish 
Bauerkraut*  the   SpaDiard  cannot  eoncelre  that  any  dislike  can 
be  entertained  to  olive  oil  and  jg^arliek,  and  a  Frenchman  woah 
think  himself  entitled  to  call  into  question  the  taste  of  that  inil 
vidual^  who  mi^ht  be  so  rude  as  to  turn  up  his  nose  at  a  decoctioa 
of  onions  and  froj^s.     Can  it  then  be  imputed  as  a  fault,  orereo 
as  an  error  of  judgement  in  Meviak,  when  he  came  to  the  coq 
elusion   that  as   the  trout,  or  trouts  which  hung*  dangling  over 
his  head,  were  undoubtedly  the  greatest  dainty  which  his  hat 
afforded,  they  could  not  fail  to  be  considered  also  as  such  by  the 
great  and    powerful    Kabloona,    w^ho  appeared  to  possess  tlie 
greatest  authority  in  the  huge  and  vast  machine,  which  had  by 
some  means,  wholly  wonderful   to    faim^  found   its  way  to  hi* 
country.     The  thought  was  by  no  means  an  unhappy  one  onlk« 
part  of  Meviak:  and  therefore  without  any  further  loss  of  time  te 
proceeded  to  dislodge  the  trouts  from  their  smoky  position,  »nil 
he  was  rejoiced  to  find  that  they  were  in  prime  oanditioa,  the 
oil  well  absorbed  and  penetrated  into  every  part — ^the  ort^iD&l 
colour  wholly  lost,  and  approaching  nearly  to  a   black,  and  the 
odour  very  much  resembling  that  which  a  fish  ought  to  biiw, 
which  had  been  absent  from  its  native  element  for  the  period  af 
about  six  months,  and  exposed   during  that  lime,  to  as  vile  a 
combination  of  effluvia  as  ever  surrounded  the  pendent  body  of* 
trout. 

Nevertheless  Meviak  repaired  to  the  Victory  with  his  piKt- 
tory  dainties,  and  as  the  last  stage  of  its  eventful  existence,  (» 
the  solecism  be  allowed,)  we  have  described  it  as  forming  * 
conspicuous  cbject  on  the  breakfast  table  of  Capt.  Ross,  bolM 
Ihe  wiseftcres  of  this  world  say  what  they  will*  there  i»  ft*" 
quently  a  happiness  in  ignorance,  which  all  the  windom  ol  u^ 
aneient«  and   the   moderns  cannot   give   us.      I*    *    "^  ^ 

witnessed  the  process  of  purifying  the  fi^h 
blood,  had  he  been  present  at  its  immer^^ioi 
|i)as8 — ^had  he  daily  and  hourly  observed  it 
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mtmofiplicre^  pregnanl  wUhlhe  most  sickening  effluvia,  he  would 
lave  excluimed  with  the  poet 


That  do  eornipt  my  wliolesoiLe  blood  and  turn 
'Hie  hue  ofheJdUh,  lo  |jale  ctidavVous  looks. 
That  with  your  taint«i  suiell  do  pall  (he  aenie 
And  sickeo  tki^  appetite^  TJl  h^iv^  noiM  f»f  ye. 


The  same  Esquimaux  that  had  brotight  the  trout,  returned  on 
the  following  day,  bringing-  willi  them  half  a  bear's  skin,  and 
on  being  questioned  as  to  what  had  become  of  the  other  half, 
they  prevaricated  for  some  time*  and  at  last  confessed  that  they 
had  left  it  at  their  huts,  thereby  famishing  another  proof  timt 
simple  as  these  people  might  appear  in  their  general  habits,  a 
degree  of  low  cunning  was  amalgamated  with  their  character, 
which  Is  generally  looked  for  in  depraved  and  degenerate  dis- 
positions. On  the  other  hand  it  may  be  said  in  extenuation  of 
their  conduct,  that  it  was  instilled  into  them  by  their  transactions 

Swith  the  crew  of  the  Victory,  and  the  evident  inclination  that  was 
jliown  to  overreach  them  in  their  bargains,  and  to  give  them  a 
|Dor  eijtiivalent  for  the  articles  which  they  brought  for  sale  or 
Ibarter.  Thus  they  argued  with  themselves  that  it  was  most 
likely  that  two  halves  would  fetch  more  than  the  whole,  for  if 
Biey  brought  the  latter^  they  should  only  receive  a  few  needles  or 
leh-hooks,  and  they  should  receive  the  same  for  a  half.  It  was  to 
them  a  kind  of  separate  transaction,  and  each  to  receive  its 
separate  reward  or  remuneration ;  they  were  however  rather 
defeated  in  their  expectations  when  they  were  told  that  the  half 
of  a  skin  was  of  little  or  no  value,  and  that  in  fact  ihey  had  spoiti 
the  article  oUogother  in  having  cut  it  in  two.  To  this  they 
aaswered*  that  although  it  was  cut  in  two,  an  expert  hand 
Dotdd  so  toew  !ti  i  ^  't  i^  it  the  division  would  not  be  per- 
oepiibb.     N*  artruments  and  counter  argu- 

DieDtii.   enfur'  ill  becoming  gravity  and 

portAncr  •  •  d  to  ihoir  VoftE  tti\A  Awoixk- 
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fiture,  ihal  in  the  estimation  of  the  Kabloonas  two  halves  aro 
equal  in  value  to  the  whole. 

The  white  Bear,  (the  ursus  maritimus  of  Linnasus,)  may  be  oon- 
Bidered  as  the  largest  and  the  most  ferocious  quadruped  of  the 
Arctic  Regions.  He  finds  an  ahode  congenial  to  his  hardy  nature 
in  those  desolate  fioldsof  ice,  which  lock  up  the  polar  seas  during 
a  great  part  of  the  year*  Prowling  over  the  frozen  wastes,  be 
satiates  his  hunger  on  the  murine  animals,  such  as  scab,  who 
break  through  llie  ice  to  breathe  the  open  air,  or  he  plunges  into 
the  sea  in  pursuit  of  his  prey.  Possessing  an  astonishingly  acute 
Kceut.  great  activity  and  strength,  and  equal  cunning,  he  eontrives 
to  support  existence  in  regions,  where  it  might  be  thought  that 
so  large  a  quadruped  must  necessarily  perish.  Ever  watchful, 
he  ascends  the  hills  of  ice,  called  hummocks,  to  extend  his  range 
of  observatiou  over  the  wide  plain,  where  a  solitary  «eal  may 
perhaps  be  resting",  or  to  snuff  the  tainted  air,  by  which  he  knows 
that  some  remains  of  a  whale  or  a  walrus,  deserted  by  the  Os^her* 
men  of  Europe,  or  the  native  Esquimaux,  will  afford  him  annmpltf 
feast.  He  doubtless  often  suffers  long  and  extreme  hanger,  for 
the  tseal,  which  forms  his  chief  subsistence,  is  as  vi^cilant  as  tlie 
bear,  and  he  ie  often  carried  out  to  sea  upon  some  small  island 
of  ice,  where  he  may  remain  for  days  without  the  possibility  of 
procuring  food.  The  polar  bear  has  been  seen  floating  in  thb 
way  at  a  distance  of  two  hundred  miles  from  any  land ;  swim* 
ming  excellently,  he  however ^  often  travels  from  one  island  to 
another,  or  vigils  the  shore,  where  he  commits  fearful  ravages. 
In  Iceland,  where  these  destructive  animals  land,  the  inhabit«ali 
im mediately  collect  together  to  destroy  them.  Near  the  eatj^ 
coast  of  Greenland,  they  have  been  seen  on  the  ice  in  suifl 
numbers,  that  they  have  been  compared  to  flocks  of  sboep  oaH 
common* 

The  polar  bear  retreats  from  man,  but  when  altaoked  he  is  a 
formidable  enemy.  His  extraordinary  sagacity  is  well  known  lo 
the  whale  fisliers,  who  find  the  greatest  difficulty  in  enirappiBg 
him.  although  he  fearlessly  approaches  their  vessels.  The  follow* 
ing  instance  of  its  sagacity  are  curious* 

A  seal  lying  in  the  middle  of  a  large  piece  of  ice,  wiili «  Im^Is 
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|usl  before  it,  was  marked  out  by  a  bear  for  it«  prey,  and  secured 
by  the  artifice  of  diving  under  the  ice,  and  iniiking;  lis  way  to 
the  hole  by  which  the  seal  was  prepared  to  retreat.  Tlie  seal 
however  observed  its  approach  and  plunged  into  the  water*  but 
the  bear  instantly  sprang  upon  it,  and  appeared  in  about  a 
minute  afterwards  with  the  seal  in  its  mouth « 

The  captain  of  one  of  the  whalers  being  anxious  to  procure  a 
bear,  without  wounding  the  skin,  made  trial  of  the  stratagem  of 
laying  the  noose  of  a  rope  in  llie  snow,  and  placing  a  piece  of 
blubber  upon  it ;  a  bear  rangincr  the  neighbouring  ice,  was  soon 
enticed  to  the  spot  by  the  smell  of  the  meat,  he  perceived  the 
bait,  approached  and  seized  it  in  his  mouth,  but  his  foot  at  the 
same  moment  by  a  jerk  of  the  rope,  being  entangled  in  the  noosej 
he  pushed  it  tiff  with  the  adjoining  paw,  and  deliberately  retired. 
After  having  eaten  the  piece  he  carried  away  with  him,  he  re- 
turned ;  the  noose  with  another  piece  of  blubber  being  then  re* 
placed,  he  pushed  the  rope  aside,  and  again  walked  triuniphantly 
off  with  the  blubber.  A  third  time  the  nons«  was  laid;  but 
excited  to  caution  by  the  evident  observation  of  the  bear^  the 
f^aijors  buried  the  rrjpe  beneath  the  snow,  and  laid  the  bait  in  a 
deep  hole  dug  in  the  centre.  The  bear  once  more  approached, 
and  the  sailor^  were  assured  of  their  succeas,  but  bruin  more 
fiagucious  than  they  expected,  after  snuflfing  about  the  place  for 
a  few  minutes,  fscrapod  the  snow  away  with  hi^  paw,  threw  the 
Tope  aside,  and  again  o«caped  unhurt  with  his  prize. 

The  female  bear  is  as  fierce  in  her  ImstiUty  as  the  male;  but 
nothing  can  exceed  the  affection  which  sho  feels  fur  her  young. 
The  difficulty  of  procuring  food  for  them,  and  the  hardships  to 
which  they  are  exposed,  no  doubt  call  forth  this  quality.  Some 
of  the  instances  on  record  are  aa  singular  as  they  are  afieciitig, 
the  following  is  one  of  the  most  striking. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  lOlh  March,  the  man  at  the  bows 
gave  notice,  that  three  bears  were  making  their  way  very  fast 
liver  the  ice,  and  directing  their  course  towards  the  ship.  They 
had  probably  been  invited  by  the  blubber  of  a  walrus,  w  hich  the 
men  had  set  on  fire,  and  which  was  burning  on  the  ice  at  ih#* 
time  of  their  approach.    They  proved  to  be  a  she  bew  ia^\^Vv«t 
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two  cubs,  but  the  latter  were  nearly  as  large  as  the  dam.  T%ej 
rao  eaofefly  to  the  fire,  and  drew  out  from  the  flames  part  of  the 
flesh  of  the  walrus  which  remained  unconsumed,  and  ate  it  to- 
raciously.  The  ctbw  from  the  ship  threw  great  pieces  of  the 
flesh,  which  they  had  still  left  upon  the  ice,  which  the  old  bear 
carried  away  ainglyi  laid  every  piece  before  her  cubs,  and  difld- 
ing  them  gave  each  a  share,  reserving  but  a  small  portion  lo 
herself.  As  she  was  carrying  away  the  last  piece,  they  levelled 
their  muskets  at  the  cubs,  and  shot  them  both  dead,  and  in  Tier 
retreat,  they  wounded  the  dam,  bat  not  mortally 

It  would  have  drawn  tears  of  pity  from  any  but  nnfeelinj: 
hearts,  to  have  marked  the  affectionate  concern  manifested  bjT 
this  poor  beast  in  the  last  moments  of  her  expiring  jounj 
Though  she  was  sorely  wounded  and  could  but  just  crawl  to  the 
place  where  they  lay,  she  carried  the  lump  of  flesh  she  hftd 
fetched  away,  as  she  had  done  the  others  before,  tore  it  in  piecesi, 
and  laid  it  down  before  them,  and  when  she  saw  they  refused  lo 
eat,  she  laid  her  paws  first  upon  one  and  then  upon  the  other, 
and  endeavoured  to  raise  them  up.  All  the  while  it  was  piteouf 
to  hear  her  moan.  When  she  found  she  could  not  stir  them, 
she  went  off,  and  when  at  some  distance,  looked  back  and  moaned 
and  that  not  availing  to  entice  them  away,  she  returned  and 
smelling  around  them  began  to  lick  their  wounds.  She  weot 
off^A  second  time  as  before,  and  having  crawled  a  few  pace«* 
looked  again  behind  her,  and  for  some  time  stood  moaning. 
But  still  her  cubs  not  rising  to  follow  her  she  returned  to  ibew 
igain,  and  with  signs  of  inexpressible  fondness,  went  round  first 
one  and  then  the  other,  pawing  them  and  moaning:  finding*^ 
last  they  were  cold  and  lifeless,  she  raised  her  head  towards  rt'^ 
ship  and  growled  her  resentment  at  the  murderers,  which  thej 
returned  with  a  volley  of  musket  balls,  she  felt  between  her  cubi, 
and  died  licking  their  wounds, 

A  few  years  ago  when  one  of  the  Davis'  Strait  whalers,  *** 
closely  beset  among  the  ice  to  the  south  west,  or  on  the  coast  ^^ 
Labrador,  a  hour  that  had  for  some  time  been  near  the  shi' 
at  length  became  so  bold  as  to  approach  alongside,  probaW/ 
tempted  by  the  olTal  of  the  provision  thrown  overboard  hy  t'*^ 
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couk.  Al  this  time  the  people  were  all  at  dioner,  no  on©  being 
required  to  keep  the  deck,  in  the  then  immoveable  condition  of 
the  ship;  a  harder  fellow,  who  first  looked  out,  perceiving  the 
bear  so  near,  imprudently  jumped  upon  the  ice,  armed  only  with 
a  handspike^  with  a  view,  it  is  supposed^  of  gaining  all  the 
honour  of  the  ejcploit  of  securing  so  fierce  a  visitor  by  himself, 
but  the  bear  regard  less  of  such  weapons,  and  sharpened  probably 
hy  hunger,  disarmed  !iis  antagonist  and  seizing  hira  by  the 
back  with  his  powerful  jaws,  carried  him  off  with  such  celerity 
that  on  his  dismayed  comrades  rising  from  their  meal  and  look- 
ing abroad,  ho  was  so  far  beyond  their  reach  as  to  defy  thiilr 
pursuit. 

A  circumstance  communicated  by  Capt.  Munroe  of  the  Nep 
tune,  of  rather  a  humourous  nature  as  to  the  result,  arose  out  o^ 
an  equally  imprudent  attack  made  on  a  bear  in  the  Greenland 
Fishery,  by  a  is^eaman  employed  in  one  of  the  Hull  whalers. 
The  ship  was  moored  to  a  piece  of  ice,  on  which  at  a  considr' 
able  distance  a  large  bear  was  observed  prowling  about  for  prej-. 
One  of  the  ships  company  emboldened  by  an  artificial  courage* 
derived  from  the  free  use  of  rum«  wliich  in  his  economy  he  had 
stored  for  special  occasiims,  umlertouk  to  pursue  and  attack  the 
bear  that  was  within  view.  Armed  only  with  a  whale  lance, 
be  resolutely  and  against  all  persua?i:on  set  out  oo  his  adventurous 
exploit.  A  fatiguing  journey  of  ab<iut  iiulf  a  league  over  a  yielding 
surface  of  snow  and  rugged  hummocks  brought  him  within  a 
few  yards  of  the  enemy,  which  to  his  surprise  undauntedly 
faced  him,  and  seemed  to  invite  him  to  the  combat.  His  courage 
being  by  this  time  greatly  subdued,  partly  by  evaporation  of 
the  stimulus,  and  partly  by  the  undismayed  and  oven  threaten- 
ing aspect  of  the  bear,  he  levelled  his  lance  in  an  attitude  eithei* 
for  ofl'ensive  or  defensive  action,  and  stopped  ;  the  bear  also  stood 
Mill;  in  vain  the  adventurer  tried  to  rally  his  courage  to  mak<* 
the  attack;  his  imeiny  was  too  formidable  and  his  appearance  too 
imposing.  In  vaiu  also  he  shouted,  advanced  his  lance,  and 
made  points  of  attack;  the  enemy  either  not  understanding  or 
despising  i^uch  unmanliness,  obstinately  f^tood  his  ground ; 
ii|r«»ady  the  limbs  of  the  sailor  brgjin  to  quiver,  but  the  few.t  «C 
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ridicule  from  his  mess-mates  had  its  influence,  and  yet  a^ 
scarcely  dared  to  retreat,  Bruin  however  possessing  less  reflection 
or  being  regardless  of  the  consequences,  began  with  audacious 
boldness  to  advance  ;  his  nigh  approach  and  unshaken  step  siib- 
dued  the  spark  of  bravery  and  thai  dread  of  ridicule,  that  kd 
hitherto  upheld  our  adventurer;  he  turned  and  fled:  but  now 
was  the  time  of  danger ;  the  sailors  flight  encouraged  the  bear 
in  turn  to  pursue,  and  being  better  practised  in  snow  travelling 
and  better  provided  for  it,  he  gained  rapidly  upon  the  fugitive; 
the  whale  lancej  his  only  defence,  encumbering  him  in  hii 
retreat,  he  threw  it  down  and  kept  on,  this  fortunately  excited 
the  bear's  attention ;  he  stopped,  pawed  it,  bit  it,  and  then 
renewed  the  chase.  Again  he  was  at  the  heels  uf  the  panting 
seaman,  who  conscious  of  the  favourable  effects  of  the  laoee, 
dropped  one  of  his  mittens ;  the  stratagem  succeeded,  and  while 
Bruin  again  stopped  to  examine  it,  ihe  fugitive,  improving  the 
interval,  made  considerable  progress  ahead ;  still  the  beif 
resumed  the  pursuit  with  a  must  provoking  perseverance,  except 
when  arrested  by  another  mitten,  and  finally,  by  a  hat,  which 
he  tore  to  shreds  between  his  fore  teeth  and  paws,  and  would 
no  doubt  soon  have  made  the  incautious  adventurer  his  victim, 
who  was  now  rapidly  losing  strength,  but  for  the  prompt  and  ^ell 
timed  assistance  of  his  shipmates,  who  observing  ihat  the  aSair 
had  assumed  a  dangerous  aspect,  sallied  out  to  his  rescue.  The 
liitle  phalanx  opened  him  a  passage,  and  then  closed  to  reoeiffl 
the  iold  assailant.  Though  now  beyond  the  reach  of  hisadver- 
sarVj  the  dismayed  fugitive  continued  onwards  impelled  by  hi* 
fears,  and  never  relaxed  his  exertions  until  he  fairly  reached  tli« 
shelter  of  his  ship.  The  bear  once  more  came  to  a  stand,  an^ 
for  a  moment  seemed  to  survey  his  enemies  with  all  the  cop- 
sideralion  of  an  experienced  general  when  finding  them  l^^ 
numerous  for  any  hope  of  success,  he  very  wisely  wheeled  aboutt 
and  succeeded  in  making  a  safe  and  honorable  retreat. 

We  shall  have  occasion  in  a  subsequent  part  of  this  work^  lo 
relate  a  singular  adventure  of  a  bear,  who  very  unceremonifnisly 
paid  a  visit  to  Capt,  Ross  in  his  tent,  but  it  was  not  the  dcstifl/ , 
of  the  gallant  captain,  to  contribute  by  his  own  person  to  ^^ 
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fatness  of  a  polar  bear,  and  to  be  hereafter  vended  in  the  fihape 
of  bear's  f^rease,  for  the  g^rowth  and  beautification  of  the  hair  of 
the  belles  and  beaus,  the  dowagers  and  codgers  of  the  metropolis, 
and  to  exclaim. 

To  what  vile  purposes  do  we  oome  at  la«t. 

Of  the  party  who  visited  tho  ship  on  the  lOth.  two  remained 
CD  board  the  ship,  whose  names  were  Narlook  and  Ikmah'k, 
the  age  of  the  former  was  25,  the  latter  '27,  and  on  the  following 
day  they  made  their  first  appearance  as  scholars  in  the  Tirocin- 
ium of  the  Victory.  Finding  them  however  to  possess  the  same 
degree  of  ductility  as  a  block  of  marble,  Capt.  Ross  employed 
them  in  the  building  of  a  snow  hut  similar  to  those  inhabited 
by  themselves^  and  to  his  great  surprise  the  whole  was  com- 
pleted in  15  minutes*  Supper  was  s'^rved  to  them  about  8  o'clock, 
consisting  of  rather  more  than  8  pounds  of  baked  seal,  every 
morsel  of  which  they  demolished,  diluting  it  at  times  with 
<?opious  draughts  of  wat^r,  which  in  the  whole  must  have 
amounted  to  two  gallons. 

A  singular  habit  of  these  people  was  here  taken  notice  of, 
which  was  that  of  picking  their  teeth  after  their  meals  with  iheii^H 
bair,  of  which  they  extract  three  or  four  from  their  head,  ano^^ 
l^wisting  them  into  a  kind  of  brush,  which  from  their  wiry  nature 
are  well  adapted  for  the  purpose,  they  generally  spend  half  an 
hour  in  the  operation  of  picking  their  teethj  until  they  fall  asleep, 
g^roaning  from  the  effects  of  repletion.  As  gluttons  they  are 
perhaps  notlo  be  equalled  by  any  people  of  the  worlds  and  from 
the  long  state  of  inaction  in  which  they  iire  kept  during  their 
tedious  winter,  their  bodies  assume  a  corpulency,  which  renders 
them  very  unfit  for  the  purposes  of  active  life.  Ft  was  however 
a  scene  of  great  merriment  to  the  crew,  to  watch  their  actions  as 
they  laid  themselves  to  sleep,  and  when  Feclining  on  their  ham- 
mocks«  ihey  appeared  more  like  two  huge  savage  animals  than 
Human  beings.  They  would  have  made  an  excel  lf*nt  representa- 
tion of  the  monster  Caliban,  and  in  their  natures  they  were 
equally  gross  and  sensual.  Whether  it  was  the  novelty  o(  iVv^vt 
situation,  or  the  effects  of  indigestion,  their  ^eey  vj^jts  ol  %\wi.xV 
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duration  Jmt  like  the  pasgengor  in  the  mail  cfmch,  who  not  being 
lible  to  f^leep  himself,  was  determined  that  none  of  his  fellow 
passengeiEs  should  enjoy  any  re^t,  their  senik  was  no  sooner  over, 
than  they  thought  it  not  possible  to  show  their  respect  for  the  kind 
treatment  which  they  had  received,  in  a  more  effective  manner 
than  by  singing  a  duet,  which  made  the  sailors  start  up  one  bv 
one  from  their  hammocks,  wondering  where  such  unearthly 
how  lings  came  from»  In  vain  the  sailors  roared  out,  avast* 
avast !  wider  and  wider  the  singers  strained  their  throats,  and 
shriller  and  shriller  came  the  sounds  upon  their  startled  ears.  A 
valuable  acquisition  would  they  have  proved  to  join  in  the 
matins  of  a  pack  of  monks,  and  if,  as  those  same  monks  tell  u$« 
the  angels  of  heaven  are  delighted  with  the  harmony  of  their 
canticles,  tenfold  would  their  rapture  have  increased,  if  the  deep 
sonorous  voices  of  Narlook  and  Ikmalik  had  mingled  in  the 
pious  strains.  Not  an  angel  would  have  kept  his  place  in  hea- 
ven.  but  they  would  have  been  seen  sliding  down  the  rainbows 
in  crowds,  to  enjoy  the  harmonious  sounds  of  the  Esqutnmui 
Lablaches.  It  is  sometimes  a  very  difficult  task  to  stop  a  person, 
who  is  determined  in  his  own  mind  to  exhaust  his  powers  of 
cantation,  but  it  may  have  happened  that  the  Esquimaux  unable 
to  understand  the  meaning  of  the  exclamations  of  the  sailors, 
construed  them  in  an  opposite  sense,  and  considered  them  as 
direct  indicalions  of  their  applause,  and  a  kind  of  flattering^ 
encore  for  the  repetition  of  the  duet. 

There  is  however  one  never  failing  method  of  stopping  the 
singing  propensity  of  an  individual,  when  it  threatens  to  imi- 
tate eternity  so  far,  as  to  have  no  end  to  it;  and  that  is,  tn  prt- 
i»ent  him  with  an  ice  or  a  sillabub,  which  by  giving  Ins  masticft- 
ting  powers  something  to  do,  grants  a  respite  to  his  cantatory 
ones.     Of  the  former,  the  sailors  of  the  Victory  had  an  abundance 
to  give  to  their  singing   friends,  but  the  great  question  wa^* 
whether  they  would  prefer  a  mouthful  of  it  to   a   sudden  iat©'* 
ruption  of  their   duet*     An    English  sailor  however  is  seldo^ 
wanting  in  ingenuity  in  the  discovery  of  a  remedy   for  any  e^  ** 
that  may   suddenly  come  upon  him,  and  finding  that  no  jmin' 
icediate  prospect  presonted  itself  of  the  singers  arriving  at  i^ 
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lela,  ane  of  the  crew  hustened  to  the  hole  where  the  seal's  flesh 
8  kept  for  the  doge,  and  returning  with  a  good  heavy  lump 
of  it,  threw  it  down  before  them,  exelaimiDg,  •*  There  y©  d — d 
lubbers,  slop  your  mouths  with  it.**  It  sioon  appeared  that  the 
asttcation  of  a  few  pounds  of  soal's  flesh,  and  the  utterance  of 
series  of  harmonious  sounds  cannot  be  carried  on  at  one  and 
the  same  time^ — the  sounds  suddenly  ceased — but  the  life  of  man 
is  a  chequered  scene,  whether  it  bo  in  a  berth  on  board  the  Vic- 
tory in  Fehx  Harbour,  at  the  court  of  St.  James',  or  an  Irish^ 
man*s  study  in  a  back  room  of  the  attic  story  of  a  residence  in 
St,  Giles\  The  ancients  tells  us,  that  a  man  in  attempting  to 
avoid  Scylla,  frequently  falls  into  Charybdis,  and  we  have  an 
adage  Bynonymous  in  our  language,  when  a  man  falls  into  one 
evil  by 'avoiding  another,  that  he  has  jumped  out  of  the  frying- 
pan  into  the  fire,  and  such  was,  to  their  great  misfortune,  the 
lot  of  ihe  sailors  of  the  Victory  in  whose  berth  the  two  EsquU 
I  maux  had  been  allowed  to  take  up  their  lodging  for  the  night. 
^^B  is  true  that  a  stoppage  had  been  put  to  the  duet^  and  so  fai 
^Hgreat  evil  was  suspended,  but  then  a  now  light  suddenly  burst 
^^pon  the  sailors  in  the- discovery  that  a  seal,  like  a  pheasant  or 
a  partridge,  has  some  peculiar  cuts^  or  slices  to  which  the  gas- 
tronomes give  the  preference,  and  for  ihe  peace  and  quietness 
of  the  sail<»rs,  it  unfortunately  happened  that  the  lump  of  seafs 
flesh,  which  the  sailor  had  abtracted  from  the  hole,  was  just  one 
of  those  favourite  bits,  to  which  the  E'^quimaux  epicures  give 
the  preference.  A  man  who  throws  a  bone  to  two  hungry  curs, 
must  necessarily  expect  a  battle,  and  the  lump  of  flesh  was  no 
0ooner  thrown  to  the  Esquimaux,  than  each  of  them  snapped  at 
it,  and  catching  hold  of  it  with  their  hand«,  raised  such  a  hub- 
hub  with  their  expressions  of  anger  and  defiance  towards  each 
her,  that  the  sailors  found,  in  the  jargon  of  tlie  English  law- 
rs,  that  they  had  taken  nothing  by  their  motion,  on  the  con- 


r,  it  became  a  qu 
freferred  to  the  rf^-™-^ 
iDied  as  it  was 
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has  committed  an  error,  that  an  immediate  remedy  for  It  is  at 
baud,  and  that  man  approaches  very  fast  to  the  character  of  the 
finished  fool,  who  hesitates  for  a  moment  to  apply  that  remedy 
as  soon  as  it  presents  itself;  thus,  if  the  gift  of  a  thing-  has  oc- 
casioned a  quarrel  between  two  persons,  the  most  efficacious 
method  of  putting  an  end  to  it,  is  to  take  it  away  ag^ain,  and 
so  thought  the  sailors  of  the  Victory  ;  the  gift  of  the  seaTs  flesh 
had  aroused  the  pugnacious  dispositions  of  the  Esquimaux,  aaf|fl 
therefore  to  quell  the  violence  of  them,  they  took  the  seal's  flesh 
away  agatn,  but  after  every  storm  there  remains  for  some  time 
a  heavy  swell,  and  although  the  Esquimaux  rolled  themselves 
round  like  two  large  bears  to  take  another  senik,  yet  ever  anon 
a  groan  and  a  growl  burst  forth,  like  the  muttering  of  thunder 
at  a  distance,  indicative  of  the  storm  that  was  past^  and  threat- 
ening to  return,  if  the  slightest  provocation  were  given.  M 

Having  passed  their    semk  w^itbout   any  further  disturbance^ 
they  made  their   appearance  at  the  breakfast  table  in  the  mom* 
ing,  but  a  ha«in  of  cocoa  and  a  biscuit  was  to  them  a  fare  by  no 
means  of  that  substantiality  as  to  accord  with  their  voraciouji 
appetite;  the  steward  therefore  repaired  to   the  hole  in  which 
the  soat*s   flesh  was  kept,  and  having  extracted  thence  a  lump, 
or  clod  of  about  eight  pounds,  it  was  put  into  the  oven,  and  in 
the  space  of  a  short  time  it  appeared  reeking  on  the  table  to  Xh^ 
great  delight  and  gratification  of  the  august  visitors  of  the  Vic- 
tory.    A  bucket  of  water  containing  a  gallon  was  placed  between 
them,  from  which  their  libations  were  long  and  frequent — and 
as  long  as  a  morsel  of  Eesh  remained  on  the  board,  or  a  drop  of 
water  in  the  bucket,  the  visitors  showed  no  disposition  to  alter 
the    position    in    which    they  had   placed    themselves.      Their 
fiumptuous  repast   being   over,  they  proceeded  to  put  a  top   la 
to  the  snow  house,  which  when  finished  very  much  resembled  a 
house  in  England   that  has  by  some  means  fcund  its  way   into 
the  Court  of  Chancery,  for  no  tenant  could  be  found  to  inbabtt 
it,  and  its  otdy  use  was  to  shew  Capt*  Ross  the  emptiness  of  human 
grandeur,  and  that  the  Esquimaux  is  as  happy  with  his  roof  of 
enow  as  the  monarch  with  his  roof  of  golden  fretwork. 

Commander  Jame&  took  the  opportunity  of  the  stay  of  lh« 
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l^o  Efiquimaax  xm  board  the  ship,  to  induce  one  of  them  to  ac- 
company him  on  an  excumon  to  the  northward,  as  from  his 
supposed  knowledge  of  the  localities  of  the  country,  he  niight 
ije  of  great  service  to  him,  in  directing  him  to  that  part  where 
it  was  most  likety  that  an  open  sea  could  be  found.  On  the 
receipt  of  a  trifling  present,  Ikmalik  consented  to  accompany 
Commander  Ross.  Accordingly  they  set  off  iti  a  sledge,  Ikmalik 
taking  the  reins,  and  to  the  fancy  of  Commander  Ross,  It  appeared 
Es  if  the  dogs  were  conscious  that  the  reios  were  in  the  hands 
of  a  native  of  their  own  country.  They  had  not  travelled  far 
ivhen  they  met  a  party  of  Esquimaux,  directing  their  course  to- 
wards the  ship^  bringing  with  them  a  seal,  which  on  being 
'Weighed  was  found  to  be  *i34ths. 

Whilst  Commander  Ross  was  driving  four  in  hand,  over  hillocks 

«f  snow  and  hummocks  of  ice,  Capt.  Rosa  was  adding  another 

monument  to  his  fame,  having  despatched  eight  men  from  the 

■hip  to  build  a  monument  of  suow^  to  the  south  west  of  Felix 

Barbour,  to  which  as  no  utility  whatever  was  attached,  it  could 

only  be  compared  to  other  monuments,  which  have  been  erected 

in  various  parts  of  the  world,  to  perpetuate  some  act  of  folly  or 

^if  g'uilt.     Capt.  Ross  had  this  consolation  to  support  him,  that 

his  monument  was  like  the  pyramids  of  Egypt,  not  likely  to  be 

overthrown  by  human  hands,  for  it  became  a  question,  if  during 

tiie  long  course  of  un  eternity  to  come,  it  would  be  again  visited 

Va  human  being,  w^ho  could  trace  in  its  construction,  a  me- 

^tiorial  of  the  great  and  mighty  deeds   which  were  achieved  in 

ttc  vicinity,  or  stand  at  its  base,  and  meditate  de  vanitate  mundi 

^^fuga  seculoru7n.     It  cannot  be  imputed  as  a  fault  to  a  man  to 

^ish  to  raise  a  monument  to  himself,  for  it  is  a  feeling  natural  to 

•  Hainan  being  to  wish  to  live  beyond  the  grave,  to  have  his  name 

*^n<l  deeds  carried   to  other    times;    and  to    know   that   it  will 

pronounced  with  revi^rer.  ifter   ages,   even  when  the 

hie  on  which  it  was  ibled  into  du^t.     A 

n,  a  Howard^  n  ^^  -   r^^qu ire  no  brazen 
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with  which  ih©  monument  m  Felix  Harbour  wa«  cotistrtict 
the  sooner  their  names  are  gwept  from  the  memory  of  mankirHif 
the  sooner  will  their  crimes  and  atrocities  be  forgottea,  Wrw 
has  his  monument  in  the  edifice  which  he  built,  Michael  Angelo 
in  the  celestial  fig^ures  which  breathe  upon  his  canvass.  Watt  in 
the  discovery  of  the  most  powerful  agent  in  the  world,  and  the 
Duke  of  York  in  a  long  spiral  column  of  rounded  granite.  «tr- 
mounted  by  something  worse  than  folly.  A  monument  of  soow, 
which  would  gradually  melt  away  and  be  absorbed  by  the  earth, 
is  all  that  the  major  part  of  the  puissant  and  illustrious  princet 
of  this  country,  have  a  right  to  expect  from  the  people. 

On  the  return  of  the  sailors  from  the  building  of  the  moou 
ment,  they  were  of  course  questioned  as  to  what  objects  of  cutt« 
osity  or  of  note  they  had  seen,  in  order  that  they  might  be  duly 
registered  in  the  log-book  of  the  day.  We  know  not  wbctbsf 
it  arose  from  a  latent  disposition  to  mischief,  or  a  desire  t^  turn 
the  report  into  ridicule,  but  it  nusi  have  been  rather  a  difficult 
task  to  have  kept  the  risible  faculties  under  any  command,  when 
the  momentous  objects  which  they  had  seen  were  related  to 
Capt.  Ross.  Imprimis,  they  had  eecn  ten  bones  of  a  rein-deer, 
which  must  have  been  killed  some  years  ago.  a  specimen  of 
which  they  had  brought  with  them  to  be  put  into  the  cabinet  rf 
curiosities  Secondly,  they  had  found  a  small  piece  of  wood- 
which,  as  it  was  evident  that  the  tree  to  which  it  belonged  vm 
not  indigenous,  must  have  been  deposited  there  by  human  handi 
or  conveyed  thither  by  some  convulsion  of  nature.  As  thit  wm 
a  subject  worthy  of  investigation,  and  might  throw  soitu*  itn* 
portant  light  on  the  natural  history  of  the  country,  it  would  W^ 
been  considered  by  them  as  an  act  of  great  neglect,  if  they  hn^ 
omitted  to  take  possession  of  it ;  it  was  therefore  delivered  wiib 
due  form  into  the  hands  of  Cupt.  Ross.  Thirdly,  they  had  swu 
some  rocks  covered  with  snow,  anc*  some  without  it,  these  th^ 
very  properly  left  behind  them.  Fourthly »  they  had  seen  di* 
impression  of  a  bear's  paw  on  the  snow,  which  being  measured 
was  found  to  be  14  rl  inches;  minuteness  in  all  points  of  oatttf^l 
history  is  particularly  to  be  commended,  as  it  is  the  high  rosd 
fy  which   comparative  anatomy  arrives  at  ita  rei^hs.     FiftWf' 
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thoj  unanimously  declared  that  all  of  them  had  found  it  so  ex- 
tremely cold,  that  they  were  obliged  la  relinquish  their  task  of 
Aianunient-building,  from  the  fear  they  entertained  that  they 
siiould  a!)  be  frost-bitleti ;  Capt,  Ross  shut  the  log-book  and 
retired  to  his  cabin. 

The  sagacity  of  the  dog  has  been  long  proverbial,  but  a  cir- 
ri^mstance  occurred   on  the  Vlih,  which  exhibited  that  propertv 
iu  U)e  highest  degree.       ( •omrnander   Ross   had    extended   hi** 
f*iXcursion  tf*  a  considerahio  distance  from  the  ship,  according  to 
biK  OWE!  calculation,  about  12  miles,  and  his  dogs  not  accustom- 
ed  to    such    long    stages,     were     completely     weather-beaten. 
Amongst  the  dogs  was  one  of  the  name  of  Peter  belonging  to 
the  steward^  who  became  the  ringleader  in  as  serious  a  conspira- 
cy, as  ever  threatened   the  empire  of    Rome  under  the  govern'* 
ment  of  Catiline.     This  conspiracy  was  no  other  than  to  leave 
Commander  Ross  in  the  lurch,  and  make  the  best  of  their  way 
back  to  the  ship,  where,  basking  before  the  oven  fire,  they  should 
more  comforlahlo  than  skulking  behind  hummocks  of  ice 
rith  scarcely  anything  to  eat,     A  roan,  and  so  has  a  dog  a  right 
to  improve   his  circunjstances    by  every   lawful   means  in    bin 
power^  and  we  know  that  the  former,  whatever  the  latter  may 
do,  is  very  prone  to  have  recourse  to  unlawful  ones,  when  it  is 
ibund  inconvenient  or  tQexpedient  to  adhere  to  the  lawful  mode/. 
Whether  however  the  canine  conspirators  viewed  the  matter  in 
that  light  previously   to  putting  their  project  into  execution  is 
■pi  to   be  found  in  any  of  the  records  beforo  us.    nor  does  it 
Appear  by    what  »igos^  gestures,  arguments,  or  oxpostutations^ 
H^ter  so  worked  upon  the    passions  of  his  companions  as   to 
Kduee  them  to  join  him  in  his  criminal  scheme.     Commander 
Bott  was  well  known  to  be  particularly  humane  towards  his  ani- 
fcaU.  and  therefore  it  may  be  considered  as  a  gross  act  of  ingra- 
■liide  on  the  part  of  Peter,  to  have  concm^ted  such  a  barefoced 
Bnspiracy,  but  Peter,  like  the  human  biped  had  an  argument  1      ^| 
Hi  hand  to  show,  that  so  far  from  ingratitude  being  at  tin  '  S 

Pfttaracter,  it  was  a  sense  of  duly  and  obedience  which  u  .  H 

Irt  tile  stept  for  as  he  was  not  the  pruperty  tif  CncomaDd-  ^M 

he  owed  him  neither  service  nor  fidelity ,  un  iht>  ct3nVi  V 
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Commander  Ross  wilh  his  companion  Ikmulik,  had  ascendetJ 
a  hill  for  the  purpose  nf  ascertainiug  the  natwe  of  the  surround- 


his  duly  la  return  to  his  lawful  master  to  whom  he  owed 
allegiance.  This  argument  on  the  part  of  Peter  would  ha¥i» 
been  held  good  in  any  court  of  fled  poudre  in  England,  but 
&ot  80  with  his  companions,  Nevertheless  there  are  few  circum- 
stances from  which  a  moral  cannot  he  drawn,  if  a  person  does 
but  know  where  to  look  for  it,  and  in  the  present  instance,  let 
those,  who  are  addicted  to  bad  company  take  warning  hy  the 
punishment,  which  was  inflicted  on  two  of  the  conspirators,  of 
the  ruinous  and  disgraceful  consequences  that  ensue  in  associat- 
ing with  wi<ked  companions,  for  they  are  gradually  led  into  the 
commission  of  crimes,  which  bring  them  to  an  ignominious  end. 

mulik,  hi 
tiie  of  tl 

ing  country,  when  Peter  taking  advantage  of  iTOir  absence  qoiotly 
betook  himself  off,  followed  by  two  of  his  companions,  and  fejr 
some  instinctive  power,  which  it  is  here 'Impossible  to  eTpIain. 
they  directed  their   route  direct  for  the    ship*      It   was  about 
4  o'clock  p,M    that  the  steward  was  standing  near  the  gangwty 
when  to  his  great  astonishment  he  observed  Peter,  the  ring* 
leader,   approaching  the  ship,    not  as  usual  merry  and  frisky, 
with  his  tail  erect,  bot  hobbling  along,  followed  by  his  compfto- 
ions,  and  apparently  so  footsore  that  he  scarcely  ventured  to  pttt 
his  feet  to  the  ground.     Still  however  the  faithful  creature  no 
sooner  saw  its  master,  than  it  appeared  to  forget  all  its  alBictioas, 
but  the  unexpected   return  of  these  animals  excited  some  verj" 
unpleasant  apprehensions  respecting  Commander  Ross,  for  it  w»* 
not  supposed  that  they  would  have  left  him,  had  not  some  seriou* 
and    perhaps  a  fatal    accident  befallen   him ;    it  was  therefore 
determined  that  should  he  not  return   in  the  interim,    a  per^V 
should  set  off  by  daybreak  on  the  following  morning,  and  it  wa» 
expected  that  by  taking  the  dogs  with  them,    they  would  b' 
able  to  discover  the  exact  rouie  which  Commander  James  M 
taken. 

Notwithstanding  the  difficulty  which  the  crew  experienced  i'* 
the  building  of  the  monument  to  the  south  west,  arising  fr»>^ 
their  constant  exposure  to  the  cold,  Capt.  Ross  determined  th*t 
•noiher  should  be  built  to  the  northward  in  case  that  if  ^ 
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»g8,  and  he  himself  to  have  enjoyed  it,  only  by — anticipation 
engeanee,  direful  vengeance,  was  vowed  against  the  rogues,  who 
id  dared  to  practise  so  gross  an  imposition,  but  it  was  subs^ 
uentty  ascertained  that  their  &ult  consisted  in  attaching  a  su* 
eriority  to  a  particular  part  of  the  animal,  which  the  Europeans 
rere  not  able  properly  to  appreciate.  We  believe  that  one  of 
he  best  touch-stones  wherewith  to  try  the  temper  of  a  man,  next 
0  that  of  having  a  termagant  for  a  wife,  is  to  disappoint  him 
jf  a  dinner,  the  enjoyment  of  which  he  has  been  anticipating 
For  some  previous  days,  and  especially  if  on  the  morning  of  the 
expected  pleasure  he  has  stinted  himself  at  breakfast  of  an  extra 
egg,  or  an  additional  slice  of  ham  or  beef.  Woe  to  the  breech 
of  the  school  boy,  which  under  such  circumstances  is  exposed  to 
the  flagillating  Wrath  of  the  dinnerless  domine,  the  rod  descends 
^ith  tenfold  aocunmlated  force,  and  double  are  the  number  of 
ttripes  that  are  inflicted.  Woe  to  the  place  hunter,  who  under 
SQch  circomstances  presents  himself  before  his  patron  ;  for  the 
chances  are  then  ten  to  one  in  his  favour,  but  he  receives  a  fund- 
vunental  salutation  instead  of  the  office  for  which  he  is  soliciting, 
^  lastly,  woe  to  the  crew  of  a  ship,  whose  commander  has 
l^een  for  some  days  anticipating  the  exquisite  gratification  of  a 
Juicy  slice  from  a  buttock  of  musk  ox  beef,  and  suddenly  discovers 
^u  the  moment  of  the  long  expected  fruition,  that  he  has  been 
most  scandalously  and  villainously  duped,  and  that  he  has  bar- 
^red  away  his  valuables  for  a  nauseous  mass  of  tripe,  guts  and 
tKitmch.  On  such  occasions  the  sailor  boy  is  sent  to  the  mast 
bead,  and  the  crew  to  build  monuments  of  snow ;  the  scholars 
^ceive  double  lessons,  and  himself  a  double  portion  of  Booth's  best 
Cordial  gin.  Still  however  the  balance  was  not  so  much  against 
Capt.  Ross,  as  the  mischievous  wags  of  the  Victory  were  inclined 
^0  promulgate  ;  it  is  true  he  had  given  to  the  value  of  one  «hil- 
^g  and  two  pence  for  an  article,  which  had  given  his  subordi- 
'^tesa  great  deal  of  trouble,  and  had  excited  in  his  own  breast 
^rtain  pleasurable  emotions,  which  were  never  doomed  to  be 
^lized;  but  then,  when  the  other  lump  of  beef  was  culina- 
ilj  and  anatomically  surveyed,  it  was  ascertained  without  th^ 
^disibility  ef  dotibt  to  have  once  belonged  to  the  toie  c^^ivsi 
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of  the  QDinial.  and  although  a  severe  disappoiDtment  bad  cef« 
tainly  occurred  in  the  first  instance,  it  was  decided  that  afier 
the  joint  had  undergone  the  necessary  process  of  being  thawadi 
it  would  amply  remunerate  the  associat€B  of  the  cabia  fur  the 
^ross  imposition  that  had  been  so  flagrantly  practiced  upon  them, 
by  the  marchandes  de  viandes  of  the  Esquimaux  nation,  in  dis- 
posing of  the  intestines  as  an  edible  part  of  the  animal. 

It  was  perhaps  well  for  the  Esquimaux,  that  none  of  tb&m 
visited  the  ship  on  the  day  when  this  lamentable  disappoiDlmenl 
took  place,  or  the  treatment  received  by  them  would  have  been 
such,  as  perhaps  to  deter  them  from  ever  visiting  it  a^in. 
On  the  following  day  the  angry  ebullition  of  the  captain  liad nub- 
sided,  and  when  the  Esquimaux  made  their  appearance  brining 
with  them  two  beautiful  dogs,  they  were  received  accordingly 
the  usual  custom  adopted  on  such  occasions,  which  was  somewbai 
similar  to  the  haughty  nabob  giving  an  audience  to  his  depeod» 
ent  satraps.  A  person,  who  buys  an  ass  at  Smithfield,  genorJIf 
repents  that  he  has  bought  him  at  all,  for  although  the  purchai^ 
may  be  a  work  of  very  easy  execution,  the  getting  homeof  thf 
animal  partakes  very  often  of  the  opposite  character.  The  Aop 
which  the  Esquimaux  had  brought».were,  fine,  full  orrown.  flatcif 
looking  aniruals,  portending  by  their  exterior  appearance,  tbil 
they  were  physically  able  to  drag  the  captain  of  the  Victorttw 
inspect  the  monuments  of  snow,  which  his  crew  had  erected  in 
divers  parts  of  the  country,  or  to  convey  his  person  on  any  otW 
excursion,  which  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  service  on  which  H« 

I  was  employed  might  require  The  price  demanded  for  llie  dop 
was  high,  but  then  uho  would  like  lo  he  drawn  along  ini 
hackney  coach,   l»y   two   half  starved,  decrepid    animals,  firtJ- 

I  cousins  to  Rosinante,  and  with  whom  flesh  and  bone  appear  10 
have  entered  into  a  deed  of  separation  for  ever:  when  iheyeottH 
be  liurried  along  by  the  pampered  steeds  of  rovaltv,  or  lis 
generous  animals,   which  make  the  pavements  of  the  mt:  ;  , 
tremble  with  their  prancings  and  their  curvetting*.     It  uppcnH 

b  however*  that  it  is  not  the  degree  of  latitude  or  of  longitude 
in  which  a  man  may  find  himself,  that  alters  the  nature  of  hi» 
ttlmractor,  he  is  the  same   whether  shivering  benoath  an  iirctie 
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iky,  or  burDing  under  a  tropical  sun;  Capi.  Ross  felt  a  pride  in 
being  the  possessor  of  two  of  the  finest  dog^s  which  iiad  yet 
been  seen  In  the  country,  and  after  many  oflTers,  refusals,  compro- 
mises, and  deductions,  the  animals  were  transferred  to  him  as  his 
Inalieaable.  and  undisputed  properly:  the  person  who  buys  a  dog*, 
buys  also  with  him  the  certainty,  that  he  has  by  nature  given  to 
him  an  appetite  which  must  be  satisfied,  and  it  is  similarly 
Ikituated  wiib  those,  who  buy  a  horse  or  an  ass;  but  the  next 
^eat  important  question  to  be  decided,  is,  whether  the  animal 
Can  properly  perform  the  duty  for  which  be  was  purchased.  The 
man  who  buys  a  draught  horse,  expects  that  he  will  answei* 
to  the  character  that  is  given  of  him,  and  the  man  who  buys  a 
roadster,  free  of  all  vice,  does  not  expect  to  be  thrown  over  its 
head  by  its  kicking  or  plunging,  the  first  time  that  he  mounU 
it.  Consistently  with  this  principle,  Capt,  Ross  fully  expected 
that  his  two  dogs  would  shew  themselves  off  to  the  best  advan- 
tage in  their  harness,  but  to  his  great  mortification,  he  found  that 
to  put  a  dog  into  harness  and  to  make  him  draw,  are  actions  so 
essentially  opposite  in  their  nature,  that  it  by  no  means  follows 
that  one  must  be  the  result  of  the  other.  It  may  also  happen,  as 
was  the  case  in  the  present  instance,  that  if  one  of  the  dogs 
were  disposed  to  draw  one  way,  the  other  dog  shewed  a  strong 
inclination  to  draw  the  opposite  one,  thus  the  power  on  each  side 
was  so  justly  balanced,  that  Capt.  Ross  instead  of  progressing 
was  actually  stationary,  during  which  time  he  might  enter  with 
himself  into  a  dispassionate  disquisition  on  the  difference  between 
absolute  and  relative  motion*  On  a  sudden  however,  the  dogs 
took  into  their  heads  to  be  of  one  accord,  but  instead  of  moving 
in  a  direct,  straightforward  line,  as  it  was  the  de*»ire  of  Capi, 
Ross  that  they  should  do,  with  the  exception  now  and  then  of 
making  a  little  detour  to  avoid  a  hummock  of  ice,  they  moved 
in  a  circular  direction  by  which  the  sledge  appeared  as  if  it  were 
placed  on  a  pivot,  and  Capt.  Ross  within  it,  resembling  a  huge 
letotum  twirled  round  and  round,  with  the  danger  of  the  centric 
filial  force  being  30  great  as  to  throw  him  out  in  a  tangent,  mea 
fcuring  his  length  on  a  hillock  uf  snow,  like  Falstaff  when  buQ' 
>ut  of  the  harking  basket  into  the  Thames 
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A  man  may  readily  and  easily  console  himself  linger  on*!  iiiif* 
fortimo,  but,  when  as  Young  says,  they  cocie  in  battwlion^.  fnl 
lowing  each  other  in  as  rapid  suLcession  as  the  explosions  of  i 
cracker,  it  requires  a  greater  portion  of  stoicism  ami  phito8c»phr 
to  bear  up  against  such  an  accumulation  of  ill^  than  generally 
falh  to  the  lot  of  a  human  being.  The  misfortune  which  Cnpt* 
Ross  had  unders'one  respecting  the  buttock  of  beef,  w^as  scarcely 
overcome,  and  his  mind  had  by  dogrrees  assumed  its  wonted 
serenity,  when  the  circumstance  of  ihe  dog^s  again  occurred  to 
rouse  all  the  dormant  passions  of  hu  breast,  and  to  make  \m 
appear  in  the  world,  that  is,  within  ihe  area  of  the  ninety -set?oeid 
degree  of  west  longitude,  as  a  being  selected  by  the  fates  to  bt 
made  the  butt  of  all  the  cheating  propensities  of  the  Esquimiut 
people.  That  man  is,  however,  greatly  to  be  prized,  who  com<it 
to  us  with  his  aid   or  consolation  in  the   hour  of  our  afflictini*. 

I  und  Capt.  Ross  found  a  friend  in  the  steward,  who  undertook 
the  difficult  task  of  breaking  in  the  clogs,  and  before  a  few  week* 
had  elapsed,  he  had  the  satisfaction  of  finding  himself  drawn 
in  his  sledge  by.  the  crack  animals  of  the  country. 

On  Sunday  the  14th,  the  Esquimaux,  who  had  their  hats  lo 
the  northward  visited  the  ship,  bringing  with  them  two  ?wl« 
and  some  seal  skins;  they  were  given  to  understand,  that  «if»  6t 
as  the    latter  articles  were  concerned,  no  ohjeclion  existed  ^ 

I  purchase  any  number  which  they  could  bring,  but  tlini  ilio  kolt 
in  winch  the  seaFsJ  flesh  was  kept  for  the  dogs  was  coniplttelf 
full,  and  no  more  could  be  stowed  away.  They  were  invited 
to  dine  on  board,  and  an  excellent  repast  they  made  of  ik* 
hinder  part  of  a  seal,  which  was  baked  expressly  for  i^^ 
ahlitrngh  one  of  the  p^rty  preferred  eating  a  few  slices  in  * 
raw  slate. 

This  was  the  day  appointed  for  the  regale  of  the  fore-quirt^ 
of  the  Omsk  ox  beef,  which  having  undergone  the  proce?*  ^^ 
thawing,  was  placed   in  the  oven  with  the  seaPs  flesh,  lliere  W> 

I   be  bfiKight  in  to  a  proper  stately  be  placed  on  the  dinner  ubierf 

I  the  cabin,  for  the  gratificaiion  of  the  palates  of  those  who  ^if^ 
entitled  to  the  entree.  Conceit  has  a  greai  deal  to  do  in  tk* 
affairs  of  this  world    and  Vtu  xet^  uaen  governed  by  parlituli^ 
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ssociations  which  operate  on   the   mind   in    proportion  to   its 

trength  or  weakness,  from  which  often   result  those  stubborn 

)rejudices  to  which  every  man   is  more  or  less  a  slave,  and  by 

rhich  the  character  of  the  individual  is  essentially  distinguished. 

By  virtue  of  this  principle,  it  was  not  to  be  wondered   at,  that 

some  of  the  associates  of  the  cabin  had  imbibed  certain  prejudices 

igainstthe  musk  ox  beef,  which  rendered  it  a  matter  of  indifference 

to  them  whether  it  were  burnt  to  a  cinder  in  the  oven,  or  given 

to  the   Esquimaux   by  mistake  for  a  haunch   of  seal.      They 

could  not  refrain  associating  the  fore-quarter  with  the  part  that 

had  been  previously  set  before  them,  and  therefore   they  had  in 

their  own  minds  pre -determined  not  to  eat  a  morsel  of  it.     All 

pre-determinations  are  however  founded  on  false  principles,  and 

never  was  a  more  able  or  beautiful  illustration  of  that  position 

exhibited,  than  in  the  case  of  Yorick  and  the  Monk,  when  the 

former,  before  seeing  the  holy  mendicant,  had  imbibed  so  strong 

t  prejudice  against  him,  that  he  determined   in  his  own  mind, 

*  not  to  give  him  a  single  sous.^' 

The  dinner  hour  arrived,  and  the  long  expected  joint  appeared 
on  the  table :  it  is  a  habit  peculiar  to  the  human  character,  to 
•form  to  itself  the  image  of  any  particular  object  or  individual, 
whom  report  has  elevated,  and  the  notion  which  is  then  formed 
has  seldom  or  ever  any  resemblance  to  the  reality.  With  a 
warrior  we  generally  fancy  something  to  be  associated  that  is 
S^t,  noble,  a^id  commanding,  but  history  informs  us  that  some 
rfthe  greatest  generals,  have  in  their  appearance  been  insignifi- 
^t  and  diminutive.  When  we  hear  a  beautiful  woman  spoken 
rf)  we  create  in  our  own  minds  a  certain  ideal,  which  on  coming 
^0  a  view  of  the  object,  we  find  to  be  decidedly  false.  Some 
<^f  the  Asiatics  to  the  present  day,  when  they  hear  the  East 
India  Company  spoken  of,  fancy  to  themselves  a  very  old  woman, 
•nd. frequently  inquire  how  old  the  good  lady  may  be;  and 
We  will  venture  to  predict,  that  there  is  not  an  individual  who 
has  formed  to  himself  a  picture  of  the  visage  and  outward  form 
ofCapt.  Ross,  but  will  find,  on  meeting  with  him,  that  his  fancy 
has  created  something  which  has   no  relation  with  iI\q  VxvvnX^ 
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Thus  was  it  comparatively  situatei]  w  ilh  the  occupants  of 
cabin  of  the  Victory,  they  had  fancied  ihat  the  fore*quarter  of 
the  musk  ox  would  have  some  resemblance  to  the  same  joint, 
as  it  appears  from  a  common  ox  when  dissected  by  an  Engliui 
butcher;  greatly  however  did  they  find  that  their  fancy  bail 
been  running  riot,  for  on  the  appearance  of  the  joint,  it  reaemhled 
a  huge  clod,  as  devoid  of  any  fixed  shape  or  form,  as  the  world 
itself  is  represented  to  have  been  whilst  in  a  state  of  chaos,  h 
is  the  enviable  fate  of  man,  %o  have  two  of  his  senses  gcnerall; 
satisfied  at  the  same  time,  namely,  his  smell  and  his  taste,  tod 
pleasing  was  the  effluvium  which  regaled  the  olfactory  uenrosof 
Capt«  Ross,  as  he  seated  himself,  in  anticipation  of  the  gratifica- 
tion of  the  other  sense  before  the  reeking  joint,  with  the  sharp- 
i^ned  instrument  of  carving  in  readiness,  and  his  eye  intentlf 
^_  fixed  upon  the  part,  where  the  first  incision  was  to  be  made,  h 
^1  is  to  he  supposed  that  a  joint  that  has  been  hung  up  in  a  larder, 
pr  buried  under  the  snow  for  the  period  of  eight  months,  most, 
even  if  ihe  animal  from  which  it  was  cut  had  been  the  companion 
(jf  T^oah  in  his  ark,  have  attained  a  sufficient  degree  of  tender- 
ness, to  enable  even  a  tcothless  octagenarian  to  masticate  ii 
Great  however  was  the  surprise ; — ^keen  was  the  disappointment 
of  Capt.  Ross,  w^hen  instead  of  findintr  ^^^t  the  fle^h  yielded  lo 
his  trenchant  instrument,  he  found  that  the  impression  which  lift 
made,  was  just  as  deep  as  if  he  had  been  attempting  to  penetiale 
into  a  block  of  mahogany  ;  some  obstacle,  some  bone  must  suiflj 
he  in  the  way ;  he  turned  the  joint  on  the  other  side,  the  saro^ 
hardened  mass  threatened  to  obtund  the  edge  of  his  instrument, 
when  it  was  facetiously  remarked  by  one  of  the  company,  ibal 
^H  the  better  way  would  be  to  cajl  in  the  carpenter  with  his  hatcbe«, 
^*  or  his  saw.  Again  the  captain  tried  another  part ;  here  a  sligbi 
incision  was  effected,  and  hopes  were  entertained^  that  a«  • 
breach  had  been  accomplished,  the  interior  <^i'  the  citadel  woaM 
soon  he  gained,  Capt.  Ross  remembered  the  round  band  aupji 
of  which  respectful  mention  has  b(^en  already  made,  and  ^v  "^f*' 
of  hard  cutting,  carving,  and  delving,  with  a  spirit  of  { 
§fiC0  becDming  so  good  a   cause,  he  succeeded  in  arnpucaiiai* 
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few  slices,  when  it  was  discovered  that  the  exteriot  of  the  joiot, 
ftom  its  long  exposure  to  the  influonce  of  the  frost,  had  assumed 
a  positive  degree  of  ossification,  which  the  common  process  of 
thawing  had  been  unable  to  mollify,  and  which  as  an  encrusta- 
tion had  prevented  the  water  from  penetrating  fully  to  the  interior. 
The  flesh  was  however  uncommonly  sweet,  the  frowns  of  cha- 
grin gradually  disappeared,  and  the  remainder  of  the  day  wag 
spent  in  joviality.  Thus,  as  in  the  general  affairs  of  human 
beings,  if  the  individyal  will  but  call  a  little  philosophy  to  hi« 
aid^  and  look  upon  the  evils  and  disappointments  of  this  life, 
asmeTEly  so  many  clouds,  which  will  quickly  pass  away,  to  be 
succeeded  hv  a  bright  and  splendid  sunshine,  an  energy  of 
character  would  be  gradually  acquired,  which  would  not  allow 
him  to  be  diverted  from  his  purpose,  by  any  temporary  obstacles 
which  might  present  themselves,  but  which  on  the  contrary, 
would  act  as  a  stimulus  to  him  to  continue  his  exertions  until  hia 
ultimate  aim  was  accotnplished. 

The  speculation  of  monument-building  was  carried  on  with 
great  activity  on  the  15th  ;  the  crew  fir^t  commencing  their 
operations  to  the  northward,  and  then  directly  in  the  opposite 
quarter,  in  verification,  we  suppose,  of  the  old  English  adage^j 
of,  why  should  not  one  fool  look  at  another.  It  was  a  task  at 
once  onerous  and  unpleasant  to  the  men,  for  they  could  not 
discern  an  iota  of  utility  in  piling  lumps  of  snow  upon  each 
Oilber,  and  having  formed  a  rude  unshapen  mass,  to  have  it 
designated  by  the  sounding  name  of  a  monument.  As  a  matter 
of  exercise  it  waft  perhaps  allowable,  but  the  question  was, 
whether  other  objects  could  not  have  been  found,  which  would 
have  given  an  equal  degree  of  wholesome  exercise  to  the  crew, 
and  to  which  some  advantage  or  utility  might  have  been  attachedi 
«%ithout  subjecting  them  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  and 
to  the  accomplishment  of  a  task  to  which  their  physical  powem 
were  scarcely  competent.  It  was  a  principle  of  action  of  Frederi 
the  Great,  and  of  Napoleon  the  Great,  for  great  he  will 
although  he  died  as  a  prisoner  on  a  barren  rock,  even  when 
names  of  those,  who  have  since  his  time  strutted  theW  t*»VftC  \^qjvx\ 
upon  thfc  BtBffe  of  (his  world,  considering  them*©' 
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great  anil  patent  men,  have  l>een  swept  away  from  the  retnem* 
brance  of  man ;  it  was  the  acting  principle  of  those  two  {freat,  bu| 
in  many  respects  opposite  characters,  to  husband  the  force  and 
power  of  those  under  them  lo  the  utmost  extent  of  their  abililv, 
justly  considering  that  if  they  abused  them  when  not  waotod^ 
they  would  not  have  them  at  their  command  when  they  did; 
there  are  however  some  men  too  conceited  and  opitiiative  lo  loU 
low  the  course  prescribed  by  others,  eveu  though  wisdom  were 
the  dictator,  and  experience  the  guide.  We  know  that  the 
innrmnrs  of  the  crew  of  the  Victory  were  deep  and  incessaiLt, 
respecting  the  labor  to  which  they  were  put  in  the  building;  of 
the  snow  monuments,  at  the  same  time  that  if  leave  were  asked 
by  them  to  recreate  themselves  by  a  walk  on  landi  it  wn 
generally  refused,  so  little  did  Capt.  Ross  appear  in  some  b- 
fttances  to  attend  to  the  comfort  of  his  crew>  under  the  severe 
privations  and  sufferings  lo  which  they  were  constantly  exposed 
A  more  striking  proof  of  the  truth  of  this  assertion  cannot  be 
adduced,  than  in  two  instances  which  occurred  about  this  timp. 
in  regard  to  the  traffic  which  was  earned  on  with  the  Esquimaux. 
It  was  observed  by  some  of  these  people^  that  the  crew  were 
much  in  want  of  mittens,  and  the  chief  merchandize  which  the; 
brought  to  the  ship  consisted  of  that  article  and  slippers,  bol 
although  the  hands  of  the  crew  were  hourly  in  danger  of  beiiig 
frost-bitten,  still  Capt.  Ross  issued  his  orders  that  neither  of  the 
above  articles  should  be  purchased  of  the  natives,  the  consequence 
of  which  was,  that  a  system  of  smuggling  was  establishe** 
between  the  natives  and  the  sailors,  by  which  they  were  enable 
to  provide  themselves  with  those  necessaries,  which  were  actually 
re<[uisite  for  their  protection  against  the  severity  of  th*  "limat* 
A  similar  instance  of  inattention  and  indifference  to  the  coraf^* 
of  his  crew,  was  practised  on  the  occasion  of  Capt.  Ross  issuir* 
his  orders,  tliat  none  of  the  crew  should  be  allowed  to  purcha.* 
any  of  the  seals  which  the  natives  were  almost  in  the  dai*,; 
habit  of  bringing  to  the  ship  for  sale,  or  barter;  at  the  «ai: 
time  tliat  several  of  the  crew  had  not  a  cap  lo  their  head, 
was  therefore  their  anxious  desire  to  obtain  a  seal,  wherewith 
mploy  the  !?kin  in  t\ie  ms^V\«\s  ol  vW\x  ki^\i^,  hut  so  great  w 
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the  avidity  of  Capt.  Ross  to  obtain  possession  of  all  the  seal's 
skins  that  were  offered,  that  he  appeared  to  divest  himself  of 
the  common  feelings  of  humanity  towards  his  crew,  and  to 
see  and  know  them  actually  in  want  of  the  very  articles  which 
he  was  hoarding  up ;  monopolizing  to  himself  the  whole  of  the 
trade,  and  accompanied  with  the  strictest  prohibition  against 
any  of  the  crew  purchasing  a  single  skin  of  a  seal.  It  was 
circumstances  like  these  which  alienated  the  affections  of  his 
crew  from  him;  they  saw  in  him  their  commander  whom  they 
were  bound  to  obey,  but  they  could  not  look  upon  him  as  their 
friend. 

The  dispositions  of  a   man  appointed  to  the  command  of  an 
expedition  of  so  extraordinary  a  nature  as  the  discovery  of  the 
North  West  Passage,  should  be  kind,  conciliating  and  humane ; 
be  is  himself  in  many  respects  but  a  passive  individual,  his 
whole  safety  and  success  depending  on  the   physical  power  of 
those  under  his  command,  as  well  as  on  the  coiafidence  which 
be  has  been  able  to  instil  into  the  minds  of  his  men,  respecting  his 
general  character  as  a  mariner,  a  man  and  a  christian.     Amongst 
ihe  crew  of  the  Victory,  there  was  nothing  of  that  enthusiastic 
attachment  of  the  sailor  to  his  commander — of  that  ardent  de- 
votedness  to  his  interests,  and  of  that  voluntary   sacrifice  of  alL 
personal  advantages,  which  have  been  so  much  the  theme  of 
praise  during  many  of  the  voyages  which  have  been  undertaken 
for  the  purposes  of  discovery,  and  the  success  of  which  has  been 
attributed  in  a  great  degree  to  the  unanimity  and  social  feel- 
ings that  have  existed  between  the  commander  and  the  com- 
naanded.     The  conduct  of  Capt.  Ross  towards  his  men  was  sub- 
versive even  of  that  common  esteem,  which  the  seaman  ought 
to  feel  for  his  superior  officer,  and  in  the  sequel  of  this  work,  we 
shall  have  to  record  many  instances  in  which  the  feeling  which 
the  men  entertained  towards  their  commander,  broke  out  into  lit- 
tle short  of  direct  mutiny.     Capt.  Ross  himself  allows  before  the 
^^oinaittee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  that  he  had  at  one  time 
g^eat  difficulty   in  preserving  discipline  amongst  his  men ;  the 
'^fiou  of  which  was,  that  from  his  selfish  mode  of  action,  he  had 
leaned  the  affections  of  the  men  from  him,  for  U  \%.ikQl 
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Ifftii  111  the  clmracter  of  an   En^Ush   sailor,  to  desert   his  torn* 
tnander  in  the  hour  af  peril  or  distress,  and  instances  are  by  oo 
means  rare  in  which  he  has  ehing  to  hira  whilst  the  ship  hai 
been  gradually  sinking,  and  nobly  sharing  with  him  the  deatbl 
the  brave.     By  the  conduct  of  Capt.   Ross  a   feeling  of  dist 
was  generated  between  him  and  the  men,  which  if  the  opportun- 
ity  had   presented  itself,  might  have  broken  out  into  the  mast 
alarming  consequences;  there  was  not  one  of  his  prohibitions 
that  was  not  hourly  and  daily  infringed  ;  they  were  founded  on 
injustice  and  inhumanity,  and  ihe  men  therefore  saw  not  in  the 
infraction  any  dereliction  of  their  duty.     The  whole  aim  of  ibt 
men  appeared  to  be,  to  get  to  the  windward  of  their  Captaio;lo 
obtain  a  ^eal  skin  clandestinely  from  the  natives  was  to  them  a 
matter  of  great  triumph,  and  so  heartily  did  the  natives  appear 
to  enter  into  the  plans  of  the  sailors,  that  they  would  frequcriilv 
hide  their  articles  of  traffic  behind  a  hummock  of  ice,  until  the 
opportunity  presented  itself  of  smuggling  them  on  board,  which 
generally  took  place  when  Capl.  Ross  was  in  his  cabin  at  hh 
meals,  or  whilst  he  was  indulging  in  an  afternoon's  siesta.    A 
striking  instance  of  this  parttciilar  line  of  conduct  on  the  part  of 
the  natives   displayed    itself  on  the  15th  March,  whenayounjt 
Esquimaux  brought  a  young  seal  to  the  ship  for  sale.     From 
some  reason  not  known  at  the  time*  Capt.  Ross  refused  to  buy  iU 
and  on  one  of  the  men  oflering  to  purchase  it*  who  was  litemlW 
without  a  cap  to  his  head,  he  was  immediately   prohibited  bt 
Capt.  RosSi  and  the  Esquimaux  was  ordered  to  take  the  seal 
back   with   him.     This   order  was  apparently  strictly  executed 
by  the  Eftquiinaux,  but  having  reached  some  small  distance  from 
the  ship^  he  stood  still,  and  made  certain  signals  to  the  men  un 
boardj  which  on  observing  them  to  be  noticed,  he  laid  the  senl 
down  behind  a  hillock  of  snow,  and   walked   deliberately  o8f» 
The  men  on  board  perfectly  understood  the  drift  of  the  uetiortit 
of  the  Efiquimiiux,  and  they  look  the  first  opportunity  of  fetching 
Away  ihe  seal,  leaving  the  question  of  remuneration  to  be  dt^ 
eided  between  them  and  the  Esquimaux  at  their  next  meetit^g. 
It  was  in  thiN  manner  that  the  system  of  diamond  cut  diamood« 
WaM  Actad  upon  between  the  cumniandcr  of  the  Victciry  mid  hii 


UiT  VQYknU  OF  CAPT.    ROH8. 


3d| 


n,  each  trying  to  over-reach  the  other,  and  secretly  triumph- 
over  one  another  in  proportion  to  the  fuccess  that  was  mip- 
used  to  be  ohtained. 
On  the  Kith  two  parties  of  Esquimaux  canne  to  the  ship,  on© 
m  the  nUtinn  at  the  north  east,  and  the  other  from  that  at 
*  Bouth  east  The  latter  brought  a  !«eat,  wtiich  Capt.  Rosi 
rchaRed,  and  afterwards  he  took  a  fancy  to  their  sledge,  as  well 
to  some  other  articles,  which  they  had  brought  with  them.  In 
tie  corner  of  th#  cabin  lay  an  old  implement,  which  had  once 
en  a  file,  but  now  rendered  nearly  useless,  and  wholly  de- 
iriTed  of  its  rasping  power,  by  having  been  so  frequently 
lied  into  action  in  the  repairs  of  the  ^leam  engine.  Accord- 
g  to  the  opinion  of  the  sailors,  there  was  generally  more  than 
le  Old  file  in  the  cabin»  and  both  of  them  pretty  nearly  worn 
It;  howefer  it  was  the  determination  of  Capt*  Rnsft  to  get  rid 
one  of  them,  although  the  sailors  had  no  great  prospect  of 
filing  rid  of  the  other.  Taking  therefore  the  worn-out  ira- 
lement  in  bis  hand,  he  displayed  it  before  the  owners  of  the 
ledge,  who  not  being  able  to  appreciate  the  difference  betvYcen 
file  that  han  teeth  and  a  file  that  has  none,  and  which,  like 
lone  of  a  sexagenarian  dowager  cannot  be  easily  replaced, 
cept  by  artificial  means,  considered  that  the  exchange  would 
I  greatly  in  their  favor,  seeing  that  it  was  a  matter  of  no 
,t  diflSculty  to  construct  another  sledge,  but  an  to  the  making 
a  file,  it  was  totally  out  of  the  question*  and  were  they  to 
How  the  present  opportunity  to  slip,  they  might  be  without  a 
le  for  the  remainder  of  their  life.  The  bargain  was  therofnre 
lion  struck,  the  file  and  the  sledge  exchanged  owners,  the  one 
Ibtained  a  useful  article,  the  other  a  useless  one,  and  yet  both 
ere  satisfied, 

**  Such,  uici  ^0  variotii  are  the  tarns  of  lif?/' 


The  {aoey  for  monument-building  having  subsifled,  the  men 
^re  put  to  a  more  useful  occupation  of  obtaining  oil  from  the 
&U  that  were  brought  by  the  natives,  and  more  than  a  •^uffi^ 
15.  '1 X 
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ciency  was  procured  for  all  the  purposes  of  the  ship.  Uniil  tin 
arrival  of  the  Victory,  the  Ei^quimau%  had  a  very  faint  Dotioa  of 
the  method  of  extracting  oil  froir  the  blubber  of  the  seals  and 
walruBses,  as  it  was  generally  used  in  its  raw  state  without  ha?« 
ing  undergone  any  process  whatever  ;  their  lamp  or  cookiii|[ 
place  being  a  large  hollow  stone,  filled  with  blubber,  in  which 
are  inserted  as  many  wicks  of  moss  as  are  required  for  cooking 
or  giving  light,  but  the  stench  arising  from  this  burning  of  lb 
unctuous  mass,  is  to  an  European  insufferable. 

It  was  a  plan  by  no  means  impolitic  on  the  part  of  CapC. 
Ross  to  attempt  to  obtain  a  youth  of  the  Esquimaux  nation,  mha 
might  be  willing  to  be  brought  up  according  to  the  European 
manners,  and  to  leave  a  country  of  comparative  misery  and  de- 
solation, for  one  of  comfort,  luxury  and  splendour.  The  vteiit 
of  Capt,  Ross  on  this  head  were  entirely  prospect! ve«  In  his 
first  expedition  in  search  of  a  North  West  Passage,  be  reaped 
considerable  benefit  from  John  Sacheuse,  a  young  Esquimaiu. 
who,  instigated  by  an  ardent  desire  to  visit  the  country  of  the 
Europeans,  had  concealed  himself  on  board  the  Thomas  and 
Anne,  Capt,  Newton,  of  Leith ;  and  on  his  arrival  in  Scot- 
land, through  the  disinterested  kindness  of  Mr.  Naamyth.  tk» 
eminent  artist  of  Edinburgh,  he  was  put  under  proper  masters 
for  teaching  him  the  English  language,  and  other  branches  of 
useful  knowledge.  When  it  was  understood  that  an  expeditioo 
to  the  arctic  regions  was  about  to  sail  under  Capt.  Rosa,  it  wi* 
communicated  to  the  admiralty  that  the  services  of  SftelieUM 
might  be  advantageously  employed  on  the  occasion,  and  by  in- 
structions sent  to  Mr.  Nasmyth  by  the  admirattv,  he  was  invited 
on  very  liberal  terms  to  aceompan^y  the  expedition*  Sttcheov 
appeared  very  indifferent  about  the  compensation,  but  readtlt 
agreed  to  go,  only  carefully  stipulating  that  he  was  not  to  b* 
left  in  his  own  country.  His  great  unwillingness  to  retom  lo 
his  native  land«  after  having  tasted  the  comforts  and  bleaati^ 
of  civilized  life,  seemamore  easy  to  account  for,  than  his  originn) 
willingness  to  leave  it.  He  sailed  with  Capt.  Ross  od  bis  fim 
expedition,  to  whose  narrative  we  must  refer  the  reader  fur  an 
account  of  the  eminent  services  which  were  rendered  br  8s- 
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^lieui«^,  and  on  hii  return  to  England,  he  waa  taken  under  th» 
pecial  protection  of  the  admiralty,  who  agreed  to  defray  th© 
ixpenoea  of  his  educatiotii  in  order  that  he  might  in  every  way 
le  well  fitted  to  act  as  an  interpreter  on  the  second  expedition^ 
vhtch  was  then  about  to  be  undertaken  under  the  command  of 
Capt.  Parry;  hut  his  death  put  an  end  to  all  these  plans.  With 
the  remembrance  of  the  great  services,  which  had  been  ren- 
dered by  Sacheuse  in  the  first  expedition,  Capt.  Ross  wished 
to  obtain  a  substitute^  whom  he  could  cojwey  to  England^  and 
|by  imparting  to  him  the  benefits  of  education^  qualify  him  io 
ome  an  interpreter  to  any  future  expedition,  that  might  btt 
■projected.  There  is  however  a  great  difierence  between  a  per- 
son voluntarily  expatriating  himself,  as  was  the  easr*  with  Sa- 
cheu#e,  and  a  person  who  is  to  be  induced  by  promises  and 
bribes  to  leave  his  country,  and  to  enter  upon  scenes  unknown^ 
without  any  innate  desire  for  the  acquisition  of  knowledge,  or 
natural  talent,  to  overcome  the  obstacles  with  which  that  acquis* 
•ition  18  always  accompanied.  Some  enquiries  liad  been  set  on 
foot  by  Capt.  Ross  amongst  the  Esquimaux,  whether  there  was 
a  youth  amongst  them,  who  felt  no  objection  to  be  received  on 
board  the  ship  as  one  of  its  inmates,  and  to  accompany  thein  to 
Europe,  with  the  understanding  that  if  his  residence  there  should 
prove  disagreeable  to  him,  the  earliest  opportunity  should  bo 
embraced  of  returning  him  to  his  native  country.  In  this  ease 
however,  there  were  many  impressions  and  prejudices  to  over- 
come, which  threatened  to  defeat  the  plan  altogether.  In  the 
first  place«  the  conduct  of  Capt*  Ross  towards  the  natives  had 
been  by  no  means  such  as  to  obtain  their  confidence  or  conciliate  . 
their  respect  or  esteem ;  they  dreaded  him  as  the  slave  does  his  ^H 
tyrant^  who  rules  him  with  a  rod  of  iron,  and  who  considers 
himself  entitled  on  the  commission  of  the  slightest  offence,  to 
trample  him  under  his  foot. — To  exchange  his  natural  liberty, 
rude  and  savage  as  it  was,  for  a  slate  of  comparative  bondage 
servitude,  appeared  in  the  eyef%  of  the  native  youths,  an 
ange  so  decidedly  against  them*  that  their  snow-built  hut» 
od  their  meal  of  blubber,  seemed  to  (hem  of  higher  estimation 
art  ftll  the  splendid  btmefits,  which  tl?e  change  h«>Id  out  lothom 
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loof,  and  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  appetite  of  Pbouift' 
yook  was  sot  iu  active  motiou,  and  that  he  should  fix  upon 
tain  ariicles*  by  which  that  appetite  could  be  satiated.     It 
perhaps  the  opinion  o(  Poowuiyook  that  a  kind  of  eommooaby 
exi«led  on  board  the  Victory,  simitar  to  that  in  which  he  had 
been  broug^ht  up  amongst    his  own   relatives,    and   that   never 
having  been  accustomed   to   a  stated  time  of  eating,  be  was  in 
obedience  to  the  calls  of  nature^  privileged  to  liatisfy  those  calb, 
whenever  an  opportunity  presented  itself,  or  an  object  could  be 
be  found  at  which   his  appetite  did  not  revolt*     On  the  day  pre- 
ceding the  iniroduetion  of  Poouutyook  to  his  new  situation,  a 
fine  hare  had  been  dressed  for  the  table  of  the  cabin,  a  moietv 
of  which    was  reserved    to   be  jugged   for  the  special  eating  of 
Capt.  Ross      Unfortunately  the  head  of  the  hare  projecting  over 
the  side  of  the  dish,  caught  the  roving  eye  of  Poowutyook,  aoci 
the  steward  being  called  away  to  attend  upon  the  gentlemen  ia 
the  cabin,  he   obtained    possession   of  the    dainty    subject  and 
•towed  it  away  in  his  trowsers;  the  remains  of  a  grouse  ahared 
the  same   fate,  and  Poowutyook  continued  to  fill   bit  magmziM 
of  provender,  as  long  as  an  article   remained  that   was  within 
bis  reach »  or   the  capacity  of  his  trowsers   would  hold.     The 
next    object   was  to   find   a  convenient    place   where   be  could 
recreate  himself  with  the  good   things  which   he   had  in  atore, 
and  as  he,  like  other  persons  of  note,  did  not  wish  to  be  dis- 
turbed  in    the   enjoyment    of  his  meal,    the  more   retired  and 
aecluded  the  place,  the  more  could  he    enjoy   himself  oVer  the 
dainties^  which  had  so  fortunately  come  into  his  poaaeasiaD.    Is 
one  corner   of  the  steward^s  berth  was  u   targe  tub  which  bid 
b<?en  once   full    of  fluur,  hut  now    appeared  divested  of  about 
three-fourths  of  its  contents.     Poowutyook  looked  into  the  tub, 
and    saw  something   very  much  ref^mbling  anow,  a  subffunce 
which  had   been   his  dining  table  frum  his  earliest  years,  ^tA 
therefore  the  happy   thought  came  over  him,  that  a  more  uppfO' 
priate  place  could   not  be  found,  in  which  he  could  transfer  the 
« otitent»  of  his  trowsers   into  the  interior  of  his  body.    Wiih 
simie  dilheulty    he  succeeded   in  obtaining  a  settlement  in  ^^ 
iab,  ailhough  he  found  ihe  substanco  into  ^hich  he  plung^  ^ 
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na  very  different  from  snow,  as  it  threatened  to  nufforate  him 
by  A  dense  cloud  of  whitifih  dust,  which  appeared  to  envelop 
the  whole  of  his  form,  whilst  at  the  name  time  the  substance 
itself  was  of  that  soft  yielding^  nature,  that  when  placing;  himself 
in  a  Bitting  posture,  il  completely  covered  the  lower  part  of  hb 
body.  Nevertheless  Poowuhjook  found  himself  very  comfortable, 
and  the  contents  of  hisi  trowsers  disappeared  one  by  one;  he  had 
just  drawn  from  his  magazine  the  ill-fated  moiety  of  the  hare 
which  according  to  every  mathematical  rule,  as  it  was  put  iii 
the  first,  must  neceRsarily  come  out  the  last,  when  on  a  sudden 
a  most  alarming  noise  struck  his  ears,  aris^ing  from  the  vociferous 
exclamations  of  the  steward,  who,  on  returning  to  his  berth, 
discovered  the  inroad  which  had  been  made  upon  his  stores,  and 
uttered  the  most  direful  imprecations  on  the  head  of  the  auda- 
ious  thief,  Poowuhjook  still  continued  to  abstract  the  meat 
om  the  oceipultal  hones  of  the  hare*  for  he  had  unequal  compre- 
hension of  the  meaning  of  the  steward's  exclamations  as  of  the 
TetagrammatoD  of  the  Jewish  Cabala.  Suspicion  as  to  the  real 
thief  however  soon  fell  upon  the  right  person,  and  the  most 
active  search  was  made  for  him — nut  one  of  the  crew  had  seen 
anything^of  him*  tt  was  certain  that  he  had  njt  made  his  appear- 
ance on  deck,  and  therefore  it  was  evident  that  he  had  stowed 
himself  away  in  some  secret  place,  but  where  that  place  was  to 
be  looked  for,  puzzled  the  whole  of  the  crew.  In  the  mean 
l^me  Capt  RofiS  had  been  apprised  of  his  serious  loes;  the  visions 
If  the  jugged  hare  had  been  floating  for  8onie  time  before  his 
■UAy  imagination,  and  now  they'were  suddenly  to  vanish,  and 
iiol  a  wreck  to  be  left  behind,  except  what  was  to  be  found  ia 
the  flour  tub^  which  might  consbt  of -certain  bones,  which  Poo- 
wvtifook  had  not  found  himself  able  to  masticate. 
h  Various  and  divers  were  the  places  that  were  visited  in  the 
Wiip  with  the  expectation  of  finding  out  the  criminal,  but  not 
a  trace  of  him  was  to  be  discovered  ;  when  Capt.  Rosi 
kg  the  steward  and  some  of  the  petty  officers,  entered 
of  the  former,  and  easting  their  eyes  towards  the  cor*  ■ 

the  flour  tub  stood,  beheld  to  their  utter  a8ionishm**n«  I 

imaccotiotable  figure  rising  gradually  frots  the  t\>\  ^  I 
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P  which  now  tnwereri  so  nobly  on  the  surround ii 
It  said*  thai  there  is  only  one  step  from  the  t 
ridiculous,  and  it  is  equallv  certain,  thai  there  is 


^ 


a  gfhost  from  a  lomb,  his  Khaggy  vestments  i^o  cov<*red  with  tl^* 
contents  of  the  vessel,  and  hig  visage  apparently  ao  crusted, 
with  the  farinaceous  substance,  amalg-amatinr  itself  with  the  oil 
with  which  it  was  besmeared,  that  had  the  minds  of  the  as- 
tonished spectators  been  imbued  with  superstition,  they  would 
have  thought  that  one  of  the  domdaniel  caves  had  been  opened 
hy  the  wand  of  a  magician«  and  its  tenant  let  loose,  to  chousa 
perhaps  for  his  fature  residence  one  of  the  monuments  of  snow, 
which  now   towered  so  nobly   on  the  surrounding  height^.    It 

sublime  to  the 
qua lly  certain,  thai  there  is  but  one  stage 
from  the  fearful  to  the  ludicrous.  To  say  that  the  hair  of 
Capt.  Ross  stood  erect,  or  that  any  of  his  companions  exhibited 
any  of  the  well  known  signs  of  excessive  fear  and  tribulatioa 
when  the  hobgoblin  in  the  flour  tub  first  broke  upon  their 
vision,  were  to  falsify  the  records  that  are  before  us,  and  lay  til 
!inder  the  imputation  of  being:  e^ctensive  dealers  in  calumny  and 
detraction.  It  is  however  true  that  as  their  eyes  had  ne?er 
before  beheld  such  an  extraordinary  object,  they  gazed  Uf6^ 
it  with  all  the  intensity  of  the  most  excited  curiosity,  and  ilif 
equally  true^  that  the  object  gazed  upon  tl^m,  not  with  tbs 
slightest  tokens  of  fear»  but  rather  with  a  look  of  satisfactioa 
and  contentment.  That  the  object,  whicti  had  placed  itself 
in  such  an  extraordinary  predicament,  was  do  other  than  the 
newly  elected  represeittative  of  the  Esquimaux  nation  was  sooo 
acknowledged  by  every  one  present — no  doubt  also  existed 
that  be  was  the  individual,  who  had  appropriated  to  himself 
certain  viands  which  did  not  belong  to  him»  and  it  was  most 
evident  to  all^  that  ilie  remaining  contents  of  the  tub,  whieh 
fee  had  in  such  an  unnccounlable  manner  chosen  as  his  refect- 
ory, were  rendered,  as  far,  as  human  sustenance  was concernedr 
^f  no  further  use  whatever.  It  would  be  contrary  to  the  cod<» 
Wapoleon,  or  to  any  code,  with  the  exception  perhaps  of  ths 
4^\nguinarY  and  inhuman  one  of  England,  to  punish  an  indi- 
vidual for  the  commission  of  an  act.  in  which  it  i^  his  firm 
belief  that  lie  has  not  committed  any  moral  wrong,  and  es- 
cctallv.  when   from    his    infancv    he  has  lived  in  the  daHce>t 
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lOTance  of  the  existence  of  any  law,  which  prohibftsa  human 
Ing'VwheD  he  ishun^y,  from  satialin^  his  &])pel!te  with  the  first 
^d  that  may  present  itself,  and  even  if  it  were  the  moiety  of  a 

i,  destined  to  be  Jiigged  for  the  gratification  of  the  appe- 

>  of  the  commander  of  the  Victory,     Sacheuse  could  never 

made   to    comprehend    the    principle    of    human  economy 
^Oh  gives  a  man  the  right  to  call   a  thing  his  own»  tfhich  an 

ir  before  was,  abstractedly  speaking,  the  property  of  every 
The  hare  before  it  was  killed  by  Commander  Ross  was  as 
ich  the  property  of  Poourt^fj/ooilc  as  of  him  who  had  killed  it 
td  although  he  was  no  learned  civilian  nor  casuistical  lawyer, 
WHcutyook  argued  the  matter  profoundly  with  himself,  the 
BuH  of  whicli  was,  that  as  the  hare  was  every  man  s  property 
ifore  it  was  killed,  it  was  equally  so  afterwards.  At  all  events 
I  was  fully  persuaded  in  his  own  mind,  that  he  had  only  fol- 
^wed  the  laws  of  nature  in  the  satisfaction  of  his  hunger,  and 
ler^fore  any  idea  of  punishment  was  far  removed  from  liii 
loi^bts.  It  is  however  wisely  said  tbat«  a  child  should  he 
foitght  up  in  the  way  it  should  go,  and  it  was  also  necessnry 
At  P4>ownl}fQok  should  be  made  acquainted,  as  soon  as  possible, 
ith  the  forms  and  ceremonies  of  civilized  life,  and  as  an  indu(*t- 
la  theratOi  it  was  considered  proper  that  bis  back  should  h^ 
sited  by  a  dozen  stripes  from  a  stick,  which  was  generally  the 
Bistant  of  Ciipt.  Ross  in  mounting  the  hummocks  of  ice,  and 
Dcordingly  the  operation  was  performed*  although  not  exactly 
rith  the  brutal  severity,  which  distinguishes  tbe  flagellation  of  a 
ifitish  soldier.  It  was  however  a  proceeding  which  Poowuiyook 
Duld  not  poisibly  comprelicnd,  for  it  did  not  form  ii  part  of  the 
TilizatioQ  of  the  country  in  which  he  had  been  brought  up,  to 

Intsh  an  individuiil  for  an  act,  to  which,  according  io  hi^  he 
^f,  no  moral   wrong  was  attached.     Consistently  with  thi^  \\vm 
iple,  he  could  not  regard  the  act,  which  the  Kabloottan  {\uA  ynt 
rrformed  as  an  intention  to  punish  him, — but  then — if  not 
hal  possibly  could   it   be? — Was  it  a  cuatomJ  a  ceremon 
ind  of  masonic  probation  on  his  introduction  amongst   ' 

is  true  that  he  had  hciird  ibe  word  Tigliktoke  pronounr. 
lat  was  an  epithet,  which  could  not  possiblj    ape 
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he  bad  merelj  taken  an  allowai>Ie  step  to  satisfy  the  craving  o 
nature^  atid  so  far  from  that  being  impnted  to  him  as  a  crime,  lii 
onlv  confttdered  it  as  a  recommendatory  feature  in  his  cliaractrr^ 
that  he  was  able  to  supply  his  own  wantsi  wilhotit  giving  his  frien 
the  slig-htest  trouble  on  ttie  occasion.  In  the  midst  howerero 
these  cogitations,  a  new  light  burst  upon  him,  which  went  in 
great  degree  to  show  him  that  the  late  exttiordinary  act  of  tbi 
KaUoonas  was  in  reality  nodiing  less  than  one  of  direct  kindm 
When  he  emerged  from  his  refectory,  his  seal  akin  Testmeritt 
bad  imbibed  such  an  extraordinary  quantity  of  Ihe  farinaceoni 
matter,  that  their  original  colour  was  nearly  lost,  and!  hereforeirf 
the  purpose  of  restoring  it,  no  other  method  could  be  adopsH 
than  to  divest  them  of  the  extraneous  substance,  which  they 
acquired,  and  which  could  not  be  done  more  efficaciouslj  mtlBf^ 
ditiously  than  by  giving  them  a  good  beating.  The  temperttnit 
of  the  air  was  not  such  as  to  admit  him  divesting  himself  of  b^ 
garments,  and  therefore  no  other  expedient  could  be  resorted  tfl, 
than  to  beat  them  whilst  they  were  still  on  his  body.  As  a  pwol 
of  the  rectitude  of  this  opinion,  at  every  stroke  such  a  volume  c 
dust  came  forth  as  threatened  to  suffocate  all  the  bystaoders,  api 
to  make  them  appear  as  if  they  bad  been  in  the  same  situation! 
himself.  There  was  another  circumstance  which  tended  slroo^l 
to  confirm  him  in  this  opiniorit  which  was,  that  the  stick  was  t^ 
plied  solely  to  his  back*  as  being  the  only  part  which  he  could  w 
cleanse  himself;  it  was  in  his  own  power  to  purify  the  fore  ptrt! 
and  therefore  any  labor  bestowed  there  by  the  KaUoonas  mt 
be  undoubtedly  thrown  away.  Happy  is  the  roan,  whether  bt?  I 
an  Esquimaux  or  a  European,  who  can  conform  himself  to  tl 
accidents  and  circumstances  to  which  his  destiny  may  expose  bii 
who,  like  the  optimist,  places  a  favorable  construction  on  evenl 
though  accompanied  with  disaster  and  distress — who  looks  *«* 
composure  and  complacency  on  the  attacks  of  adversity,  t»< 
si»es  in  the  calamities  of  life  the  mere  common  fate  io  wrhlt* 
ilesh  is  heir  to. 

i^oou^M/yooi had  satisfied  his  ap|)etite,  and  he  had  also  s.itJ^fif^ 
his  mind  that  it  had  been  done  consistently  with  the  rights  of  tniO 
ail  hough  neither  Paine,  nor  the  exhumer  of  his  bones  had  ffi 
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tiired  tnto  \m  countrv,  to  instil  info  ilie  ductil«  minds  of  tlic 
%*es  the  |irinc?p!es  of  their  ptiilosojilty.  Cn^l,  Ross  was  how- 
r  not  sattsfietl  wilh  the  loss  of  \m  jii«,''j[(iMi  liare,  nor  of  the 
•r  tJelectabla'^,  which  had  found  their  wav  into  the  trowsers  of 
fWhriyook,  He  however  issued  Ihs  orders  that  a  strict  %fatch 
jld  be  kept  upon  the  motions  of  the  young  aspirunt  for  the 
antu^esand  benefits  of  civilization,  and  in  the  mean  time^  he 
ild  himself  draw  up  a  code  of  punishment  to  which  be  was 
»€  subject  on  the  commission  of  any  iui moral  act,  although 
prelimioary  was  whoHy  forgotteaaf  first  teaciiiag  him  in  what 
rality  consisted, 
morning  of  the  18tli  being  remarkably  fine.  Commander 
compauied  by  Poowutyook^  y^ne  man,  sevtin  dogs  and 
gc,  set  out  on  an  excursion  into  the  country  to  the  south* 
As  the  open  season  was  advancing,  no  opportunity  was  to 
of  examining  the  surrounding  country,  and  of  ascertaining 
ise  point  to  which  the  future  attempts  of  the  navigators 
be  directed.  Flattering  as  their  prospects  might  have 
mron  reaching  Felix  Harbour^  their  efforts  had  certainly  not 

t tended  with  a  proportionate  degree  of  success.  They 
ever  the  satisfaction  and  the  consciousness,  particularly 
the  part  of  Commander  Ross,  on  whom  the  most  arduous  du- 
\  of  the  expedition  devolved,  of  having  left  no  means  within 
irreuck  untried,  tliat  could  in  any  way  promote  their  object, 
nding  however  the  repeated  excursions  of  Commander 
almost  every  direction,  nothing  yet  had  transpired  to 
lo  him  any  sanguine  hope  that  they  were  in  the  direct 
for  the  discovery  of  the  long-sought-for  passage.  The 
tyrsion  wl»ich  he  now  took  added  little  to  his  stock  of  inform- 
In,  or  of  im[iortant  knowledge  of  the  geographical  position  of 
I  country.  According  to  the  opinion  which  Conmiander  Ross 
»  formed,  <hey  ap|iearedto  be  in  the  midst  of  a  chain  of  lakes 
^mou  to  ilrat  part  of  America,  but  whether  they  were  in  fact 
;iart  of  the  polar  sea,  was  a  question  he  found  impossible 
e. 
g  iho  sledge  and  the  dogs  to  the  care  of  the  man, 
dcr  Ross  nccouipunied  by  Poowufyook  ascends ' 
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nence*  from  vvhidi  llif  foriner  expected  that  he  should  obtain  sn 
iininferrupted  view  of  the  country.  At  the  foot  of  the  emineoc*' 
Commander  Rosss  shot  a  hare,  on  which  PootPuiyook  expresseii 
his  surprise  bf  the  most  extraordinary  gestures.  It  was  the  fir^l 
time  that  he  had  ever  witn?ss(>il  the  use  of  firt*-arms,  and  on  tak- 
Jiiijf  iip  tlie  liare,  h«  exammi' I  it  in  every  p;irt  to  discover  tlie 
C3USC  of  its  deatif,  but  not  !<^ucceedin^,  he  laid  it  down  si^tiiti 
fta^if  difitnifitfui  of  the  effort,  which  he  had  witnessed.  Ohalik 
tokoopoJte,  ('*  hare  kill,  lie  does")  sau\  Poowutyook  to  Coin* 
mauder  Ross  pointing  to  the  animal,  and  then  made  a  noim 
with  hl*i  mouth  iniitating  the  report  of  a  guo,  ther&bj  impl/nig 
that  it  was  the  noise  which  had  killed  the  hare;  Commaadsr 
Ru^  gave  him  to  understand  that  lie  was  in  error,  and  aheiwd 
him  the  shot  as  he  proceeded  to  reload  his  piece,  but  ibis  WM 
>iill  more  difficult  fur  Poowutyook  to  understandi  fo?  bo  eoold 
not  be  made  to  comprehend  in  what  manner  the  little  ha\\%  f  ot 
to  the  hare;  but  when  in  a  short  time  afterwards.  Comnmoder 
itoBs  shot  a  grouse  on  the  wing,  Poowutyook  appearod  ftt  if 
almost  petrifiBd,  ha  looked  at  Commander  Roas — then  ml  i)ie 
bird,  and  afterwards  appeared  most  anxious  to  inspect  the  guiu 
Commander  Ross  with  the  view  of  trying  the  timmeaa  of  the 
disposi lions  of  Poowutyook^  put  a  small  quautfty  of  powder  into 
the  gun,  and  placing  it  in  his  left  hand,  directed  thd  right  to  the 
trigger;  when,  on  the  gun  going  off,  what  with  the  notsei  tbe 
flash,  the  recoil  and  the  smoke,  an  actual  degree  of  Mfror 
seized  the  savage,  and  without  any  further  hcsitalion,  be  9ii 
off  at  the  fullest  speed,  which  his  nide  and  cumbersome  habiU 
ments  would  permit  him.  In  vain  Commander  Ross 
after  him,  nak^  nakf  ("no,  no/')  vociferated  Poof trw/yooA^ 
bent  his  course  in  the  direction  of  the  ship,  and  was  soon  ooi 
of  sigbtt  Commander  Ross  entertained  no  fear  for  tbs  ultimate 
»afety  of  the  youth,  for  although  he  was  then  full  15  milet  ffom 
the  ship^  yet  he  knew  that  an  Esquimaux  is  something  like  his 
dog  \  he  has  a  kind  of  instinctive  sense  about  faiin,  wbieh  eoi* 
bles  him  to  direct  his  course  to  any  particular  point oter  mitrod* 
den  fields  of  snow,  and  on  which  no  vestige  of  a  humart  fooivtep 
/«  to  he  perceived.     U  i«  however  generally  suppt»iied 
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WiMaux  direeU  hi i  course  according   to   the  bearing  of  somm 

fdrkable  headlands,  for  in  regard  to  any  ^ideral  ob'iervatioDS 
ley  appear  to  be  as  ignorant  as  tlie  animalt  which  tliey  drive. 
hay  certfttnly  have  a  name  for  tlie  four  cardinal  points  of  the 
DompasSp  but  they  know  not  to  what  u«e  to  etnplny  them,  or  to 
make  them  subservient  to  any  of  the  purposes  of  directing-  them 
In  their  course  from  one  station  to  another,  and  particularly  to 
Ihose  distant  quarters,  which  they  frequent  in  the  summer  moot  hi. 
fur  the  purpose  of  carrying  ivii  their  fisheries. 
«  Commander  Ross  on  this  Pxcursiou  penetrated  above  thirty 
miles  into  the  irrterifir,  but  every  thing  tended  to  ci^nvincd  him 
that  he  wa&  not  on  a  c^mLinent,  fur  the  interseetiom^  of  land 
and  water,  at  that  time  in  a  compact  body  of  ice,  were  so  fre- 
l|ueDt,  that  he  concluded  it  was  an  archipelag'o  of  JimalE  tslandit. 
bcti  that  they  could  not  form  a  part  of  the  polar  8ea.  The  short 
ijuration  of  light  was  however  a  great  obstacle  to  the  prosecution 
k>t  bis  researches,  and  he  therefore  considered  it  more  prudent 
to  retnrn  to  the  Mp,  with  the  determination  of  renewing  them 
Kvhen  the  days  were  lunger. 

On  his  arrival  at  the  ship,  he  was  rather  mortified  to  find  that 
Poowutyook  had  never  made  his  appearance,  but  it  w^as  a^cer- 
Uifn^  by  some  Esquimaux,  who  came  to  the  ship  on  the  follow* 
In^  morning  from  the  south  east,  that  he  had  returned  to  his 
KUOw*built  hut  and  his  native  habits,  bidding  adieu  for  ever  to 
vaunted  advantages  of  civilization,  and  to  his  character  os 
esentative  of  the  Esquimaux  nation^  Capt.  Ross  ordered  a 
new  writ  to  be  issued  in  the  room  of  Foowuiyook,  who  had  ac- 
cepted the  chiltern  hundreds,  but  strange  to  say  not  a  candidate 
presented  himself,  and  the  proper  officer  having  made  a  return 
to  that  effect,  the  borough  of  ImmeeVplut  (Esquimaux,^  was  for 
ever  mftet  disfranchised.  i 

The  attempt  to  metamorphose  a  savage  into  a  civilised  bein^ 
having  failed*  the  endemic  of  monument-building  appeared 
agttin  to  attaek  the  commander  of  the  Victory,  for  on  the  ]9th 
lie  despatched  a  party  to  the  eastward,  with  instructions  to 
as  large  ^  monument  as  was  within  their  power  ;  not 
y    i)arth:ular   w^  'o  shupo,  ^^»U  very  mucb  %<:>  ot%  Ui    twx^vw 
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tudo  ;  ihfi  builders  however  tWtermined  noi  to  be  particular 
either  case,  for  in   the  first  place,  it   would  have    puzzled   Sin 
Geoffrey  Wyattville,  (who  being  himself  the  projector  of  many- 
intmuments  of  folly,  must  naturally  be  supposed  to  be  an  excel 
leut  jud^e  of  all  erectiouR  of  that  kind),  to  have  determined  th^' 
exact    shape,    for  it  was  neither  a.  scj'uire   nor  a  circle^  nor  a 
parallelogram,   nor  an  octagon,  nnr  a   hexagon^  but   ii   was  n^ 
confusion  of  every  figure  huddled  upon  each  other,  forininj^  allu- 
gether    as    rude   a    mafts  a^  ever  wa^  reared  by  human  hands. 
In  regard  to  the  magnitude,  no  complaint   could    be  made  on 
that  head  :  it  was  indeed  not  exactly  so  high  as  the  tower  ot 
Babel,  nor  so  broad  a^  the  waits  of  Babylon,  but  it  was  quite 
as  higli  as  any  monument  ought  to  be,  which  is  to  perpetual© 
the  folly  of  a  human  being. 

Whilst  the  monumental  party  were  trying  the  experiment  f»r 
the  utmost  degree  of  cold  which  they  could  endure,  witbdixl 
being  benumbed  or  frostbitten,  the  remainder  of  the  crew  on 
board,  were  employed  in  more  useful  occupations,  and  to  llie 
result  of  which  Capt.  Ross  looked  forward  with  profti  anil 
advantage.  With  eyes  by  no  means  devoid  of  satisfaction,  he 
observed  bis  stock  of  seal  skins  increasing,  and  he  was  antic*!- 
pating  the  hour  when    he    should    appear   in  the  exchange  of 

I  London,  as  a  merchant  of  the  first  eminence  on  that  particular 
brunch  of  trade.  Scarcely  a  day  passed  without  the  nativM 
arriving  with  seals,  but  their  method  of  flaying  the  animuN 
being  different  to  that  pursued  by  the  natives  of  other  parts  of 
America,  and  which  was  in  some  instances  calculated  to  destroy 
the  integrity  of  the  skins  Capt.  Ross  undertook  to  instruct  somewf 
hi»i  crew  in  the  art  of  properly  and  skilfully  flaying  a  seal,  5tt»rt 
they  gradually  attained  to  a  proficiency,  perfectly  satixfactory 
to  their  employer.  The  19th  of  March  was  <»ne  of  the  flayii^Sf 
days,  under  the  immediate  superintendence  of  Capt.  Rf^^ 
himself,    some  of  the  skins   however  which  were  obtained  dii« 

[  day  were  not  destined  to  augment  the  hoard  of  the  Commanded 
but  to  be  cut  up  in  stripes,  preparatory  "to  their  being  made  iut** 
luirness  for  the  dogs ;  the  bailors  had  not  yet  attained  the  art  of 

i/i/ak»n;Lr  Oie  dng-whip?  from    the   intcsliiicM  of   the  seuU,   ^'^ 
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Karlook  undertook  to  instruct  them  for  the  trifling  gratuity  of 
B  couple  of  fish-hook^.  The  making  of  a  dog-whip  and  the 
abtltty  to  use  it  are  two  very  dintinc't  things,  and  perhaps  in  no 
kttempt  to  acquire  a  particular  art,  did  the  sailorfl  of  the  Victory 
■exhibit  greater  awkwardness,  then  in  learning  the  use  of  the 
Esquimaux  dos^-whip.  A  person  who  learns  to  thraf;h,  generally 
KiTes  himself  a  few  knock?!;  on  the  head  with  the  flail  before  he 
Bttains  to  any  skilfulness  in  the  art,  and  it  was  very  necessary 
■or  a  sailor  in  learning  how  to  u*;e  a  doi^'-whip,  to  stand  at  a 
vespectful  distance  from  his  companions,  far  if  it  did  not  so 
Hiappen  that  he  gave  himself  a  cut  or  two  across  the  face^  it 
■generally  fell  out  that  the  individuals,  who  were  so  unlucky  as 
Bo  station  themselves  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  practt- 
llioner,  generally  received  a  smart  visitation  of  the  lash  acros« 
Mheir  face,  or  more  likely  across  their  legs,  as  it  is  necessary  Uj 
Ito  give  the  lash  a  slanting  direction  for  the  purpose  of  reaching 
hhe  foremost  dogs.  It  is  the  boast  of  some  of  the  celebrated 
mrhips  of  our  stance  coaches,  that  they  will  whip  a  fly  off  the  tip 
■Df  the  ear  of  either  of  their  leaders,  but  their  boasted  dexterity 
pinks  into  insignificance  when  put  into  competition  with  the 
Kikill  of  an  Esquimaux  dog-drivcr. 

■   The  action  of  the  Esquimaux  in  whipping  his  dog  is  somewhat 
nmtlar  to  that  of  the  Russian  executioner  using  the  knout,  and  like 
*the  criminaU  woe  to  the  dog  on  whom  the  lash  falls  :  the  dog  how- 
ever is  not  urged  on  so  much  by  the  lash  as  by  particular  exclama- 
lions  of  the  driver,  to  which  he  has  been  accustomed  from  his 
puppyism,  and  which   if  not  obeyed,  his  experience   tells  him 
^at  the  lash  will  soon  follow.     The   life  of  the  Esquimaux  dogs 
■b   one  of  finished   misery ;  during  their  minority,    like  certain 
Biped  puppies,  they  are  fondled  and    pampered  by  the  female 
sejr,  but  when    out    of  leading  siritigs,  and   are  consigned  over 
Jlo   their    rightful   master  to  bo   initiated  in  the  art  and  mys- 
Pery  of  sledge-drawing,  their    life    is  one  of  hardship  and  pri- 
vation.   The  dogs   generally  appear  as  the  inmates  of  an  Es- 
quimaux   hut    huddled    up    together    in    one    particular    place, 
^hieh  is  never  cleaned   from   the  construction  of  tho  l«»*t  to  its 
Hesertion.  and  the  stench  of  whirh  is  amalgamulfiil^^ 
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effluvia  which  ri^e  fnim  n  trumber  of  o titer  iiau«er>il«  ob]ecii» 
which  arc  distributed  in  every  quarter  of  the  hut.  The  interior 
of  an  E<%quimaux  hut,  when  the  lamps  are  lisfhted,  and  ic  is  fult 
nf  people  and  dog's,  presents  a  fspectacle,  which  is  not  to  be 
equalled  in  any  other  part  of  the  globe.  It  may  he  looked  upoo 
ma  one  of  the  lowest  stages  of  human  society,  ju^t  one  degrte 
removed  from  animal  existence,  and  in  which  the  gratification 
of  ihesen^iJiial  appetites  appears  to  be  the  Bole  object  of  their  life. 
Immersed  in  the  profoundest  ignoninee,  they  have  not  a  singla 
pursuits  which  has  not  an  immediate  reference  to  their  ani* 
mal  wants,  which  on  being  satiated,  the  human  hnite  throws 
himself  down  by  the  side  of  f»is  dogs,  and  bloated  with  lh« 
effects  of  his  gluttony,  passes  away  the  dreary  hours  of  his  life 
in  sleep  and  inanity. 

The  teaipcralure  of  the  interior  of  an  Esqutmaiu  hut  dui^H 
the  depth  of  the  winter,  is  little  calculated  to  instiiany  reelil|P 
of  comfort  or  pleasure.  A  thermometer  placed  in  the  hut  ovar 
the  fire  indicated  a  temperature  of  38^;  when  removed  two  of 
three  feet  from  this  situation  it  fell  to  32^  and  placed  close  IQ 
the  wall  stood  at  2d° ;  the  temperature  of  the  outer  air  at  the  tiiDB 
being  M^  below  Zero.  It  must  however  be  considered  that  * 
degree  of  cold  of  57^  below  the  freezing  point,  is  even  in  tikst 
country  of  rare  oceurreDce.  At  all  events,  a  habitation  in  which 
the  temperature  averages  about  6"^  below  the  freezing  poiat* 
cannot  be  looked  upon  as  one  of  comforti  although  it  must  tiill 
be  borne  in  mlDd,  that  a  people,  who  pass  the  greater  part  of 
their  life  in  the  utmost  extremity  of  cold,  which  is  known  upoo 
the  globe,  may  consider  a  temperature  of  G*'  below  the  freeziof 
pointi  a8  one  of  comparative  warmth.  Towards  the  Fpring  nf  ihi 
year,  when  from  the  increased  temperature  without,  and  tW 
warmth  of  the  huts  within,  the  ice  and  snow  begin  to  m^lt^ 
these  prKir  beings  are  grievously  affected  with  colds  and  febr^jfl 
diseanes,  which  frequently  occasion  a  mortality  amongst  tt[^| 
and  reduce  their  population  to  a  very  low  number.  If  iitlB 
the  'tea^on  in  which  they  are  in  the  greaic!*i  waut  of  profi- 
sions.  and  perhaps  of  all  people,  the  Esquimaux  ^fler  the  mi** 
from  over-gorging  themselves  at  one  time,  and  from  actttai  w«iil 
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at  the  other.  It  18  calculated  that  ofa  {japulalinu  of  SO  per9on«. 
twenty  are  carried  off  in  the  spring  by  febrile  diseases,  and  it 
11  rather  singular  that  the  births  are  in  oo  proportion  to  th© 
deaths,  thereby  almost  intimating  that  the  race  nf  iho  Efiqutmauic 
19  gradually  dwindling  away.  The  death  of  a  woman  in  cliild- 
birth  16  very  rare  amongst  the  Esquimaux  people,  although  it 
may  he  truly  &iud,  that  a  cow  in  England  has  greater  attention 
paid  her  in  the  hour  of  parturition,  than  an  Esquimaux  woman^ 
Nature  undertakes  the  whole  performance  of  the  operation—^ 
no  gabbling  officious  nurse  attends  with  her  cup  of  caudle,  usurp* 
ing  the  sovereignty  of  the  apartment,  and  extolling  the  boauty 
of  the  new-born  infant,  though  perhaps  it  has  been  formed  in  one 
of  the  ugliest  moulds,  which  could  be  found  in  the  whole  of 
Nature's  maga/Jne.  The  Esquimaux  woman  gives  birth  to  hor 
child;  a  draught  of  seaKs  blood  invigorates  her  after  her  travail, 
and  she  rises  from  her  bed  of  snow,  to  attend  upon  her  puppien, 
or  to  dress  a  seal  cutlet  for  her  expectant  husband. 

The  20th  being  Saturday,  the  usual  occupation  waR  pursued  of 
cleaning  the  ship  inside  and  outside,  during  which  operation, 
Capt.  Ross  went  on  a  shooting  expedition,  and  Mr.  Thorns  nnd 
Mr.  Mc*Diarmid  set  out  on  a  long  walk  into  the  interior.  It  cannot 
be  supposed  that  the  Esquimaux  had  acquired  any  information 
of  the  temporary  absence  of  Capt.  Ross,  but  he  had  not  departed 
long,  before  a  party  of  them  presented  themselves,  both  fmm  the 
south  east^  and  from  the  norths  bringing  with  them  two  seals 
and  two  skins.  Had  it  been  any  other  day  than  cleaning  day,  the 
sailors  would  have  bought  the  whole  lot,  aud  have  skinned  the 
seals  previously  to  the  return  of  Capt*  Ross,  but  his  absence  from 
the  ship  wa&  never  of  long  duration,  his  walks  extending  at  the  ut- 
most to  two  or  three  miles.  The  opportunity,  however,  w^n  not 
lost  by  them  of  purchasing  the  skins,  which  were  obtainofl  for 
a  rusty  knife  and  half  a  dozeu  nails.  The  Esquimaux  made 
known  to  the  sailors,  they  would  conceal  the  seals  in  a  plac^ 
from  which  they  might  fetch  them  at  their  leisure,  but  although 
ihey  bad  the  utmost  confidence  in  the  integrity  of  the  natives  in 
transactions  of  that  kind,  yet  they  feared  that  the  pko  could 
ool  be  carried  into  effect  withbut  being  detected  by  Caipt,  Rcisa^ 
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pariicalarly ,  as  it  was  very  seldom  ihal  le€i»e  of  abseniv  mJi 
he  obuined  from  the  ship  fur  any  purposes  of  a  priTate  Bitoi 
Their  offer  in  this  respect  being  deeltne^l,  tlw*y  tefl  ihe  shiptid 
the  two  seals,  and  it  ^vas  uot  supposed  that  any  ihiDg  mm 
would  be  heard  of  them  that  day.  Shortly  after  their  d^— — 
Capt.  Ross  returned,  having  shot  two  grouse,  but 
would  not  have  founds  but  for  a  dog,  which  he  haul  boti|l)l(!f 
tlie  natives*  Scarcely  however  had  he  relumed,  and  rcii 
his  cabin  to  recover  himself  from  his  fatigue,  than  the 
matix  again  made  their  appearance,  bringing  with  them  \k 
•kins  of  the  two  seals^  which  appears  they  had  Uken  tosMi 
distance  from  the  ship,  and  there  skinned  them*  leav'uig  ikSr 
carcasses  to  be  taken  up  by  them  on  their  retttro  to  tKp  h:\i 
Their  intentions  were  however  on  this  occasion  frtrst: 
the  sailors  were  bound  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  Capt.  KoK. 
to  apprize  him  of  the  visit  of  the  Esquimaux,  and  at  the  m» 
time  to  report  to  him  the  articles,  which  they  bad  brougbu  !^ 
the  sound  of  the  seal  skins,  the  Captain  rose  from  his  Mil« 
and  in  a  very  short  time,  they  formed  an  addendttm  to  Us  it* 
ready  extensive  stuck. 

It  was  expected  that  Mr.  Thorns  and  Mr.  McDiarmid  wmiU 
have  arrived  from  their  walk  in  time  for  dinner,  but  the  boor 
arrived,  and  no  signs  of  them  could  be  seea  from  any  part  cltb 
ship.  Some  serious  apprehensions  began  to  be  entertaiiiel  Ibf 
their  safety,  as  their  intended  route  was  attended  with 
danger,  it  being  over  the  ice  to  two  islands*  which  lay  to  Ai 
eastward.  It  was  now  completely  dark, and  still  no  ap| 
of  the  travellers*  An  offer  was  made  by  some  of  the 
go  in  search  of  them,  but  tlie  darkness  was  then  so 
Capt.  Ross  considered  that  the  attempt  could  not  be  ai 
with  any  good  eifect,  but  with  considerable  daikger  to  the 
of  the  men.  No  signs  of  them  presenting  themselvei^ 
o'clock,  Capt.  Ross  ordered  a  gim  to  be  fired,  and  to  to 
ItQued  every  twenty  minutes,  and  that  blue  Hghta  tbolil 
burned  during  the  whole  of  the  night.  The  firing  was  cont 
until  a  quarter  before  ten,  when  the  voices  of  tho  stfi 
were  heard,  hailing  the  ship,  and  great  wa^  the  joj  wf 
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irrtved  on  board,  having  completely  lost  iheir  way,  and  had  it 
lot  been  for  the  firiD]^  of  the  guor  nnd  the  burning  of  the  lights, 
Ihey  would  certainly  have  passed  tlie  ship,  and  wandered  about 
ibe  whole  of  the  night»  exposed  to  all  the  inclemency  of  the 
reather.  They  were  not  a  Hille  rejoiced  to  find  themselveB 
ice  more  comfortably  housed  between  the  decks  of  tlie  Victo- 
;  so  relalive  is  the  iiappiness  of  man — for  disposed  as  he  may 
to  complain  of  his  present  condition,  let  him  but  be  accident- 
ally thrown  into  a  wor«e»  and  he  then  first  begins  to  learn  to 
Inppreciate  ihe  advantages  and  comforts,  which  he  enjoyed  in 
[the  former. 

On   Sunday  the   21  st^  the  crew  as  usual  attended  divine  ser-^ 
l^ic^j  after  which  permission  was  grantcFd  them  to  take  a  walk 
ciD  ]and«  and  tliey  directed  their  course  towards  the  uninhabited 
liuis.  which  had  been  deserted  on  the  death  of  Rliciu.     A  strik- 
ing instance  here  occurred  of  the   extraordinary  fidelity  of  the 
Esquimaux  dog.     On  the  death  of  Uticiu,  CtipU  Ross  obtained 
•lis  favorite  dog^  wnich  was  almost  grown   grey   in  the  service 
of  ihe  family,  and  which  was  particularly  prized  by  his  eldest 
«on,  who  had  tried  every  stratagem   to  obtain  re-possession  of 
the  animal.     On  this  occasion,  the  dog  accompanied  the  sailors 
lo  the  huts,  and  on  their  way  thither,  they  were  met  by  a  party 
of  Esquimaux,  amongst  whom   was  the  son  of  lllictu,  and  who 
DO  sooner  saw  his  father's  dog,  than  he  ran  up  to  it,  and  actually 
caressed  it^  as  if  it  had  been  a  long  lost  child,  that  was  restored 
to  him,     ft  was  actually  painfbl  to  the  feelings,  to  see  the  tears 
roH  down  the  cheek  of  this  savage  of  sensibility,  as  he  fondled 
over  the  dog,  which  by  its  actions  fully  proved,  that  he  had  not 
forgotten   those,  in    whose  service  he  had   been  bred.     On  the 
arrival  of  the  party  at  the  huts,  the  dog  instantly  knew  the  one 
in  which  his  former  master  had  died,  and  immediately  entered 
it»  smelling  and  looking  about^  as  if  he  were  in  search  of  some 
object*  that  had  been  there,  and  which  he  wished  to  find  there 
again.     The  whole  place  was   a  scene  of  desolation,  and  the 
sailors   not  being  willing  to   indulge  in  the  melancholy  mood, 
0oon  took  their  departure.     The  son  of  Illictu,  in  the  mean  time, 
had  been  trying  every  stratagem  lo  entice  the  dc\g  Vow^tA^Vvov, 
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&Dd  taking  the  advaiiluge  of  tt  particular  opportunity,  darted  oi 
calling  the  dog  after  him  The  animal  had  not  forgotten  hi 
early  associates,  and  preferred  ihorn  to  those,  into  whose  ban  J 
he  had  been  transferred-,  seizing  therefore  the  first  chance,  iha 
had  presented  itself  of  emancipating'  himself  from  the  domioioi 
of  his  new  govern ors,  he  followed  the  8<*n  of  liltctu,  and  I 
oeneral  chuse  was  the  oousequente.  The  English  sailorf,  « 
the  pursuers,  were  not  exactly  clad  to  fit  them  for  swift  ruiinin| 
over  hummocks  of  ice,  nor  from  the  comparatively  inactive  inoA 
of  life,  to  whitii  they  had  been  accustomed  for  the  last  6t| 
months,  were  they  io  sufficient  breath  to  continue  the  chase  f(»l 
any  length  of  time,  On  the  other  hand,  it  was  a  terrain  td 
which  the  Esquimaux  had  been  accustomed  from  his  infaocy, 
bis  seal  skin  shoes  were  well  calculated  to  prevent  him  from 
slipping,  and  the  sailors  soon  found  that  they  had  no  chance  a 
coming  up  to  their  competitors  ;  fearing  also  that  the  chaii 
might  lead  them  to  such  a  distance  from  the  ship  as  to  pm 
vent  them  reaching  it  before  the  darkness  set  in,  they  very  pn* 
dently  declined  the  chase,  being  well  assured  that  the  means  men 
in  their  power  of  recovering  the  dog,  by  the  simple  refusal  of  deal 
ing  with  the  natives  for  any  of  their  articles,  until  the  anima 
was  restored  to  them.  The  only  circumstance,  which  the  sailort 
had  to  fear  on  this  occasion,  was  the  anger  of  Capt.  Ross  on  th 
loss  of  his  dog,  but  when  the  affair  was  canvassed  between  theiq 
one  snapped  his  fingers ;  another  look  the  quid  from  his  moud^ 
and  throwing  it  on  the  ground  exclaimed,  "  there  and  be  d— ( 
to  him;''  another  set  up  a  whistle  somewhat  similar  to  the  lit 
labullero  of  my  Uncle  Toby,  and  the  last — but  we  will  leave  thed^ 
scriptionof  ibe  precise  gesture  with  which  it  was  accompanied/W 
the  knowledge  of  those^  who  are  somewhat  aequainted  with  llw 
expressive  mode  of  action  adopted  in  general  by  a  British  »iloi) 
when  he  wishes  to  make  it  known,  that  he  cares  not  a  thread  of 
oakum  for  all  the  Captains  in  the  royal  navy,  in  which  of  cour^« 
('apt.  Ross  must  be  included.  The  only  thing  ihey  had  to  do  wi* 
to  tell  the  truth,  leaving  Capt,  Rose  to  issue  his  maoife»to,  de- 
clarinc:  th«  whole  E'iquimaux  nation  under  hii  high  di^pleaaur^ 
utiiil  the  animal  wus  Tcsxoied  lo  t\\m. 
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It  ia  a  lingular  irait  in  tlie  dmracter  of  ihirf  particular  tfib6 
of  the  Es<juimaux  people,  that  if  they  commit  a  theft,  they  very 
shortly  after  restore  the  stolen  property  of  their  own  accord,  an 
if  they  had  repet»ted  of  the  act,  and  were  willing  to  make  every 
restitution  in  their  pov¥er  for  the  crime,  which  they  have  com- 
mitted.    It  is  also  not  less  ^in^ular,  that  the  stolen  property  was 
very  seldom  brought  back  by  the  thief  himself,  nor  by  one  of  his 
own  eex,  but  that  their  wives  were  generallj     ejected   for  this 
ungracious  and  unpleasant  duty.     The  question  might  bo  moot- 
ed,  whether    the   women    were   naturally   in    possession   of  a 
greater  quantity  of  honesty  than   the  men,  and  exercised  their 
influence  over  them,  in  order  to  induce  them  to  return  any  articles 
that  they  had   purloined ;    or  whether  the  restoration  of  them 
proceeded  from    a    direct    compunction    of  conscience    on   the 
part  of   the  thiet    and    being  ashamed   to    restore  the  article 
himself,  he  selected  those  under  his  controul,   to    perform    the 
duty   for  him.     The  latter  hypothesis  is  not  likely  to  be    the 
case  amongst   a   rude   and  savage  people,  who  scarcely  know 
bow  to  draw  a  line    between  a  right  and  a  wrong  action,  or 
to  determine  the  principles  on  which  either  of   them  is   found- 
ed.    The  meum  and  tuum  of  civilized  life  were  known  amongst 
them  but  in  a  very  subordinate   degree,   and  in  attaching  the 
property  of  others  to  themselves,    they    considered   that    they 
were   only    acting  up   to    the   universal    law  of  nature,  which 
tells  a    human    being   to    promote  his  own  happiness^  without 
topping  on  the  way  to  consider  minutely  the  means,  by  which 
that  happiness  can  be  obtained  and  secured. 

We  know  that  it  is  dangerous  ground  to  tread  upon,  but  we 
cannot  shut  our  eyes  to  tho  experience,  that  the  shades  of  moral 
guilt,  are  as  diverwified  as  the  people,  by  whom  it  is  committed, 
and  that  an  act,  win*  h  by  tho  natives  under  one  particular 
degree  of  longitude  is  branded  with  infamy  and  perpetual  dis- 
erace  is  in  a  few  decrees  further  to  the  norlhvvard  or  the  aouth- 
evard,  actually  enjoined  upon  ihem  by  the  minister.^  of  their 
r4!figioo,  av  Uio  very  le&t  and  ordeal  of  the  sirenglli  and  efficacy 
«f  their  faith.  The  standard  of  moral  guilt  ttmot\^«i\  vW1L%c^v- 
maux,  andpaffiru/ar?v  amoni^'t  tha^e,  vrV\ti  w©io  vn  A«I\\>j  vcAje^-i 


I 


L 


358  LAST    VOYAGE    OF   CAPT.    ROSi. 

course  with  tlie  crew  of  the  VictoTy,  was  confined  within  a  veiy 
Di^rrow  compass.     Their  conduct  in  many  respects  was  a  direct 
and  forcible  contradiction  to  that  of  the  creature  of  civilized  life, 
bnt  if  tried  by  the  standard,   whicli   is  adopted   by   the   laUer, 
and  to    whicli  he  is  called  upon  to  conform  by  education  and 
example,  there  is  very  little  doubt  as  to  which  the  preponderance 
would  be  awarded.     The  man  of  civilizaiion  is  educated  so  at 
to  have  a   distinct   conception   of  the    principle   of  ri^ht  and 
wrong,    of  justice    and   injustice,    of  truth    and    fal^hood-^ifl 
despite^  however,  of  that  education,  he  acts  in  direct  opposition 
to  those  principles,  and,  in  fact,  the  wimie  tenor  of  his  life  ap- 
pears to  be,  how  be  can  carry  on  those  actions  with  impunity* 
and  safe  from  all  detection:    the  Esquimausi;  is  the  confirmed 
child  of  nature,  in  its  most  rude  and  savage  character — removed 
but  one  degree  from  tbe  brute  creation,  forming  almost  the  link 
between  animal   and   human    life,    deBtitute   of  every  nation  of 
a  retributive  justice — amenable  to  no  present  nor  future  tribuoal 
for  any  action,  which  he  ma^^  commit,  he  appears  in  the  great 
family  of  mankind;  as  divested  of  the  major  part  of  the  right! 
of  humanity,    with  the    countenance  of    his    God  turned  from 
bim,  and   living  in  a  nook  of  earth  overlooked  and  forgotten  by 
iti  Creator. 

That  the  sailors  on  their  return  to  the  shipi  experienced  ih» 
ebullitions  of  their  commander's  anger  on  the  loss  of  the  dog,  i* 
an  event  of  f^uch  a  natural  and  certain  consequence,  that  to 
relate  it  would  be  tantamoimt  to  the  information,  that  thuuJer 
is  always  preceded  by  lightning,  or  that  wherever  thert  i* 
light,  there  must  of  necessity  be  a  shadow  ■  to  relate,  howete'» 
that  ibepe  same  ebullitions,  stormy  and  tempestuous  as  they 
might  have  exhibited  themselves,  were  as  harmless  in  their  coo* 
sequences,  as  a  drop  of  rain  falling  on  the  plumage  of  tW 
cygnet,  were  an  assertion,  to  which  even  a  Quaker  could  affi* 
his  affirmation,  without  running^  the  slightest  risk  of  beio? 
railed  lo  account  by  his  elders  for  a  breach  of  moral  comhK't. 
which  cannot  be  laid  to  the  charge  of  any  of  Uie  fraternity  *'f  th* 
Pures^  for  the  best  of  all  reasons,  that  they  are  powes^d  •^ 
the  mo»i  consummate  cuwmng  \o  ^te\v!w\  \V\^  detection  of  it 


LAST  VOYAGE  UF  CAPT.  ROSS.  359 

fien  a  man  is  in  a  bona-fide  downright  passion,  the  most 
!nt  method  is  not  to  interrupt  him— a  rocket  makes  a  great 

and  fluster  on  first  setting  oflf — pass   a  little  while^  an|i: 

trace  of  it  is  gone.  There  are  som6  fools,  who  attempj^vig 
an  angry  man,  by  coaxings  and  wheddlings,  entreaties  omI 
itulations,  but  it  is  the  most  infallible  method  of  increasing 
iolence  of  the  storm ;  the  sailors  of  the  Victory  were  not 
ant  of  this  principle  of  human  action,  therefore,  when  the 
est  burst  upon  them,  they  looked  at  their  commander-— 
at  the  brass  nails  in  his  chair — ^then  at  a  bottle  of  Booth's 
cordial,  that  was  standing  on  the  table,  and  then — ^they  said 
ng.  The  harder  it  blows,  the  sooner  it  will  be  over,  is  a 
m,  which  has  cheered  many  a  sea-drenched  sailor,  as  the 
8  have  rolled  over  him  at  the  helm,  and,  certainly,  the  tor- 

of  abuse,  which  flowed  from  'the  mouth  of  Capt.  Ross, 
tened  to  overwhelm  the  hardened  culprits  with  unutterable 
ision  and  dismay ;  but  the  tempest  was  too  violent  to  last, 
lendeiltly  of  which,  the  hour  had  arrived,  when  according  to 
ral  custom,  one  of  the  monitors  of  the  school  was  to  read  a 
ter  in  the  Bible  to  the  assembled  crew,  and  it  came  to  pasn 

the  29th  chapter  of  Proverbs  was  in  rotatibn  for  their 
ing  edification,  and  the  monitor  read  with  ah  audible 
I : 

\.  fool  uttereth  all  his  mind :  but  a  wise  man  keepeih  it  in 
fterwards.*^ 

le  sailors  looked  at  each  other  with  a  significant  eye,  and 
.  Ross  appeared  rather  uneasy  on  his  seat, 
irther  read  the  monitor. 

\.  servant  will  not  b^  corrected  by  words:  for  though  he 
rstand,  he  will  not  answer. 
Seest  thou  a  man,  that  is  hasty  in  his  words  ?  there  is  more 

of  a  fool  than  of  him.'' 

fear  and  trembling  came  oVer   the  congregation,   for  to 
I  it  appeared,   as  if    their  commander  had  been  suddenly 
id  with  a  fit  of  St.  Vitus'  dance ;  so  extraordinary  and  sin- 
T  were  the  twistings  and  contortions  of  his  body, 
nd  the  monitor  further  read : 


^0 
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'^  An  an^ry  man  slirrelh  up  strife,  and  a  furimiK  man  at 
eth  in  transgression/* 

Never  did  a  love-sick  girl,  who  had  made  an  appointment  lo 
meet  her  lover  at  the  conventicle  of  Clayton,  of  Andrews,  or  of 
Melville,  hear  with  greater  plt-asiire  the  last  amen  pronounced* 
which  was  to  be  the  signal  for  them  to  hasten  toward  each  other, 
after  a  tedious,  and  apparently  to  them  a  personal  discourse,  takeo 
from  the  text,  of**  set  not  thy  affections  on  thing^s  of  this  earth;** 
never  did  a  shoeless,  but  not  a  soulAess  poet  in  his  attic  residence 
evince  greater  pleasure  on  arriving  at  the  close  of  a  didactic 
poem,  on  the  colossal  powers  of  steam,  or  the  beauties  of  the  her- 
ring fishery,  which  is  to  put  the  erudite  fraternity  of  Publishers 
resident  in  the  vicinity  of  the  purling  streams,  and  academic 
groves  of  Warwick  Lane,  and  Paternoster  Row,  into  a  fermeat 
of  competition  for  the  purchase  of  the  copyright,  thereby  fumt^h* 
ing  another  instance  to  a  captious  aud  unbelieving  world,  of  the 
extreme  liberality,  which  distinguishes  that  body  of  men,  in  all 
their  dealings  with  authors — never  was  delight  more  strongly 
impnnted  on  the  countenance  of  either  of  those  characters,  tliao 
was  on  the  visage  of  Cap!.  Ross,  when  the  monitor  arrived  at  the 
end  of  the  chapter,  and  the  congregation  rose  to  retire  to  theif 
respective  berths,  te  ponder  on  the  wholesome  truths^  whidi 
they  had  heard. 

Qui  capita  tile  fecit  is  an  adage  as  old  as  any  of  the  icebergv^ 
which  so  criminally  conspired  to  obstruct  Capt.  Ross  in  hit 
discovery  of  the  North  West  Passage,  and  a  great  deal  old^r 
than  Gapt.  Ross  himself,  but  like  all  other  apothegms,  it  orenerallf 
inflicts  a  sting  on  those,  to  whom  it  is  applied  ;  in  order  howeter 
that  it  might  never  again  be  applicable  to  himself,  as  far  as  tbf 
sentiments  contained  in  a  chapter  of  the  Bible  were  concemeiJi 
be  issued  his  orders,  that  henceforth  the  chapter  for  the  evenioj 
reading  should  not  be  taken  in  rotation,  but  should  be  selected 
by  some  competent  person,  in  order*  as  be  expressed  himself  to 
avoid  all  personalities,  which  he  was  folly  aware  are  apt  to 
engender  strife,  and  stir  up  the  blood  to  feuds  and  discord* 
.  In  a  previous  part  of  this  work,  we  have  alluded  to  the  task 
which  was  generally  imposed  upon  the  women,  of  restoring tha 
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Itolen  pfoperty,  and  the  day  following'  tliat.  on  which  the  dag  be- 
ODg'm^  to  Capt.  Ross,  and  which  had  formerly  belonged  to  //- 

'cIk,  had  been  enticed  away,  two  women  eame  to  the  ship  briiii^^- 
ng  the  dog  with  them,  and  exonerating  the  son  of  Illictu  from  all 

lame  in  the  transaction,  as  the  fault  was  attachable  to  the  dog;^ 
^d  not  to  the  man«     It  w^as  not  to  be  atlributed,  they  said,  as 
feult  to  the  latter,  that  the  dog  preferred  following  his  original 
master,  instead  of  his  adopted  one,  and  if  the  man  ran  quickly 

way  for  fear  of  being  benighted,  and   the  dog,  all  the  while, 

lept  close  at  his  heels,  surely  no  blame  whatever  was  ailachable 
lo  him,  much  less  could  the  charge  of  theft  be  laid  to  him.  It 
pras  agreed  to  give  the  female  diplomatist  the  full  advantage  of 

er  arguments,  but  unluckily  for  her,  the  latter  part  other  ex- 
culpatory  statement  fell  to  the  ground,  for  although  certainly 
;he  charge  of  the  theft  of  the  dog  could   not  be  substantiated, 

et  it  was  discovered  that  the  swivel  had  been  taken  from  his 
M>Uar,  and  Commander  Ros^  gave  them  to  understand  that  he 
should  consider  ihem,  decidedly,  as  complete  Tigliktokes,  unless 
he  swivel  was  returned,  and  he  further  informed  them,  that  al- 
liough  he  certainly  considered  them  entitled  to  some  reward  for 
wringing  back  the  dog,  yet  that  it  i^hould  be  withheld,  until  the 

rticlo  that  were  taken  from  the  animal  was  restored. 

The  women  did  not  seem  lo  comprehend  the  system   of  pro* 
ipeetive  rewards,  and,  especially,  if  dependent  on  certain  condi* 

ons  and  stipulations,  which  it  was  perhaps  not  in  their  power 
o  perform.  They  had  executed  their  part  of  the  duty  by  bring- 
Ug  back  the  dog,  and  therefore  their  reward  wan  not  to  be 
Dade   dependent  upon  the    will  and  actions  of  another,   over 

bom  they  possessed  not,  perhaps,  the  slightest  cnntroul.  If  the 
on  of   Illictu  refused  to  give  up  the  swivel,  all  their  trouble  in 

ringing  back  the  dog  would  go  for  nothing,  and  therefore 
B  their  eyes  it  was  not  an  act  of  justice  to  withhold  from  them 
he  leward  that  was  their  due,  on  the  conditional  plea,  that  they 

ere   lo   bring   back   tin  article,  which   the  present  holder  of  it 

light  not  be  disposed  to  relinquish.  Plausible  however  as  these 
fguments  were,  Commander  Ro»s   was  peremptory  in  his  da- 
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racier  of  a  wife;  and   whe^e  is  the  bride  elect,  who  is  not  im 
girtius  of  bedizening  her  person  to  the  best  advantage,   with  iM 
fond  expectation  of  finding  greater  grace  and  favor  in  the  eyesol 
her  accepted  lord  ?     If  a  transaction  of  this  kind  had  taken  place, 
in  which  two  European  women  were  the  actresses,  the  right  6 
proprietorship  would  have  been  strongly  contested,  and  porh&pi 
an  appeal  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  coif  resorted  to,  in  order  tode 
termine  the  exact  position  of  the  vteum  and  itium  of  the  busioeii 
happily  however  for  the  Esquimaux  people,  they  were  notyetioi 
far  advanced  in  civilization,  as  to  suffer,  under  a   worse  than  iifr 
Egyptian  plague,  in  the  swarm  of  lawyers,  fur  whose  unhalloire<! 
gains,  the  happiness  of  the  people  of  England  h  sacrificed,  iiii 
therefore  they  proceeded  to  settle  the   business    in    a    friend^ 
way,  a«  they   seated  themselves  under  the  lee  of  a  hillock  i>f 
snow  ;  the    result   of  which    was.  that  the  hooks    and  needle* 
should  be  the  property  of  the  wife   of  the  son   of  Ulicfu,  wKn 
had  been  the  instrument  of  the  re!^toration  of  the  dogf,  and  lb* 
string  of  beads,  the  inalienable   property  of  Terrekewona,i\t» 
intended  spouse  of  Nuicheuhnawkook, 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  month  of  March,  the  wealbef 
was  beautifully  serene,  of  which  Commander  Ross  look  the  wt 
vantage  in  order  to  prosecute  his  observations,  reldlive  tOfiomacf 
\\x%  scientific  objects,  cotmected  with  tfie  expedition,  aad  tfe 
result  of  which  will  he  found  in  the  appendix  U\  this  noA. 
Scarcely  a  day  elapsed,  that  the  ship  was  not  visited  bjr  i 
parly  of  the  Esquimaux,  who  appeared  actually  determtoeJ 
to  exhaust  their  stock  of  clothing,  in  exchange  for  some  tn* 
vial  things,  which  were  tossing  about  in  various  parts  4 
the  ship  as  mere  lumber,  and  the  value  of  which  intrinstoillf 
was  of  no  consideration.  It  rhust,  however,  be  admitted  (» 
the  other  hand,  that  some  of  the  articles,  which  they  wen 
in  the  daily  habit  of  bringing  to  the  ship,  were  in 
jielves  of  trifling  worth— a  pair  of  mittens  was  a  rude  adaj*' 
ation  of  two  pieces  of  seal  skin,  sewed  together  in  th«  awi 
bungling  manner*  and  which  were  found  to  he  exceMivi 
convenient  to  the  saUot%,  on  account  of  their  not  belnf 
<»eparalion  for  the  fingerR,  ^V\c\\  t^.T\^^\^A  >X\^t^  A\tsRiiii 
use/ess    in  anv    opeTftlA<>Tv<  \vV\«'V  vWn  \\^?l\  vc^  iw^^^^v 
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the  ship  :  the  boots  and  slippers  would  ha^e  been  of  greater  use, 
if  they  had  been  warranted  water-proof,  but,  unluckily,  the 
stitches  wore  in  some  places  so  very  like  our  angels  visits,  few  and 
fer  between,  especialty,  those  that  were  made  for  sale  on  board 
the  Vittory,  that  had  they  been  denominated  boots  on  the  ven- 
tilatihg  system,  for  an  equal  admission  of  wind  and  water,  they 
would  have  fully  aniswered  the  character  to  which  they  were 
entitled  from  the  wearing. 

Tlje  28th  of  March  was  the  only  day,  that  the  ship  was  not 
Vtfiited  by  the  Esquimaux,  since  the  acquaintance  was  estab- 
lished; the  absence  of  their  Tisit,  was  attributed  by  the  crew 
to  the  violence  of  the  wind,  which  on  that  day  blew  almost  a 
hurricane,  hut  the  reason  was  by  no  means  a  plausible  one,  vthmi 
it  is  considered,  that  they  were  punctual  in  their  visits  during 
the  extreme  rigor  of  the  winter,  when  it  was  scarcely  to  be  he* 
Iteved  that  the  physical  constitution  of  a  lumian  being  could  have 
withstood  the  severity  of  the  cold.  On  the  following  day,  how- 
ever^ they  seemed  determined  to  make  amends  for  the  loss^ 
which  the  crew  of  the  Victory  had  sustained  in  the  pleasure  of 
their  company  on  the  preceding  one,  for  the  tribes  came  both 
from  the  north  and  the  east,  and  it  might  be  truly  characterized 
as  a  visit  of  good- wilt  or  compliment,  for  they  did  not  bring  a 
single  article  with  them,  either  of  purchase  or  barter,  A  cir- 
cumstance, however,  which  occurred  this  day  excited  the  surpritie 
of  the  crew,  which  was  the  removal  of  an  entire  family  from 
the  north  station,  who  came  and  built  their  huts  on  the  ice  close 
to  the  ship,  seemingly  disposed  to  enter  into  a  more  intimate  and 
friendly  communication  with  the  crew.  In  some  respects,  how- 
ever, this  unexpected  display  of  a  desire  to  increase  the  intimacy 
between  the  two  parties,  was  by  no  means  satisfactory  or  agree 
able  to  Capt.  Ross,  for  although  he  had  no  objection  to  receive 
them  as  occasional  visitors,  he,  on  no  account  coveted,  a  perma- 
nent acquaintance,  or  did  he  wish  to  have  his  new  friends  «iU 
ways  contiguous  to  the  ship.  With  alt  their  savage  simplicity 
and  ignorance^  they  had  shewn  themselves  in  many  instancei* 
to  be  roost  dexterous  thieves,  and  as  they  h^A  tiovj  %«\N\<fe\ 
thewselvest  almost  under  the  very  hows  of  i\\e  iAv\\i|  xnft^^'J  ^y^^x- 
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1  unities  vvould  be  offeretl  them  of  putting  their  pilfering  disj 
sitioDS  into  practice^  without  the  means  of  detecting  them  Souii 
parts  of  the  unfortunate  steam  engine  were  still  imbeildeJ  in  thi 
Ice,  and  many  articles  were  lying  dispersed  on  the  outside  of  th« 
«hip»  which  would  form  a  valuable  prize  to  the  natives,  aD< 
whichf  there  ejcisted  little  doubts  would  be  stolen  by  them  01 
the  very  tirst  opporluiuty  which  presented  itself.  It  was,  indeedl, 
strongly  suspected  by  Capt.  Rns*;,  as  well  a9  by  the  majority  a 
the  crew,  tlmt  ihe  natives  had  established  ihennselves  in  their  nen 
quarters,  for  no  other  purpose  than  tu  curry  on  a  predatory  mu* 
fare  against  the  moveable  properly  of  the  ship;  for  as  they 
nearly,  if  not  wholly ^  Imve  exhausted  their  own  stores  of  clotty, 
ing,  and  other  vendible  articles,  no  other  resource  was  left  ii 
order  to  enrich  themselves  with  the  hooks,  needles,  old  instnh 
ments,  and  broken  pieces  of  iron,  which  appeared  to  them  to  be 
inexhaustible  in  the  Victory,  than  to  station  themselves  in  tba 
immediate  vicinity  of  the  ship,  and  help  themselves  to  whatever 
commodity  might  fall  in  their  way,  or  which  their  persevcmoee 
might  enable  them  to  discover.  It  is  certain  that  Capt.  Rim 
might  attempt  to  remove  the  intruders^  by  informing  tbeni,  tbt 
as  he  bad  formally  taken  possession  of  the  country,  in  the  imm 
nnd  on  behalf  of  his  Britannic  majesty,  they  had  no  right  to  form 
a  settlement  in  any  part  of  it*  without  the  e\prc(»8  permissioD  d 
his  ^aid  majesty,  or  his  representative,  who  was  no  other  petioA 
than  Capt.  Rosa  himself;  but  the  great  difficulty  presented  t(- 
lielf  in  making"  them  understand  who  his  Britannic  majestr 
was,  or  who  conferred  on  him,  or  on  hi^  representative,  tk 
right  of  calling  a  country  his  own.  which  had  helooged  tothAO* 
and  their  forefathers  ever  since  there  was  a  ^un  in  the  beaveoir 
an  OK  oit  the  land,  or  a  seal  in  the  watern.  This  was  a  diAicultj 
which  appf»;ircd  to  Cupl.  Ross  of  a  very  insuperable  nature :  kft 
was  coiiscioU!>v  that  the  fee  simp  If*  of  the  land  was  vetted  io 
th.r  natives,  and  alihough  they  had  not  built  their  huts  esiacdf 
oil  Terra  Firu»a  hut  on  the  ice,  whif  h  might  be  cousidcirti) 
a  kind  of  ncutrnl  ground,  and,  claimed  by  any  one,  whumigfa^ 
fyel  a  di»posilion  to  become  the  proprietor  of  so  exteomvei 
territory ;  yet  he  was  not  a  yixul  ^uSv^tv^Ti^^  V^xt^^  xtxxImi  k< 
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of  properly,  as  10  determine  by  what  means  the  inlruJtng  occupiers 
could  be  ejected.  Capi*  Ross  had  eertainly  one  law  oa  his  ^ide, 
which,  say*  tbat  if  a  nuisance  corner  to  »  nian»  and  he  can  prove 
it  to  be  such,  that  the  individual  or  indiTiduals  so  brin^tng^  that 
oulsance,  are  bound  to  remove  it  under  a  penalty  for  all  danmgoii, 
which  may  accrue,  on  account  of  the  continuance  of  the  niiU 
sance — that  a  family  of  thieving  Esquimaux  were  a  direct  and 
positive  nuisance  m  the  vicinity  of  an  English  ship  would  not 
require  the  eloquence  of  a  Brougham  or  a  Scarlett  to  prove;  but 
the  ^reat  and  important  question  presented  itself  to  the  vigilant 
consideration  of  Capt,  Ross,  by  what  manner  he  could  make 
the  laws  of  England  applicable  to  the  particular  state  of  society 
of  the  E'^quimaux  people,  and  make  them  at  once  sensible,  that 
they  were  a  most  intolerable  nuisance,  and  therefore  ought  to 
be  removed,  if  not  by  equitable  means,  then  by  the  direct  inter- 
ference of  the  irresistible  arm  of  the  law. 

These  were  all  matters  of  weighty  consideration  with  Capt. 
Ro^s,  as  he  sat  over  his  hippocrene  in  his  cabin,  and  like  a  good 
and  virtuous  ruler,  pondered  on  the  mean^  to  be  adopted  by 
which  the  happiness  and  profi|)erity  of  those  under  him,  couid 
be  augmented  and  confirmed.  He  carried  in  his  remembrance 
the  second  verse  of  the  chapter  in  the  bible,  which  had  been  read 
on  the  preceding  Sunday,  for  the  edification  of  his  crew,  aU 
though  the  contents  of  the  other  verses  had  by  some  means 
slipped  through  his  memory » — which  verse  goeth  on  to  state, 

"  When  the  righteous  are  in  authority,  the  people  rejoice;  but 
^hen  the  wicked  beareth  rule,  the  people  mourn/* 

Therefore  was  he  determined  to  prove  syllogistically  that  he       , 
W41S  %  .righteous  man,  by  an  immediate  attempt  to  remove  the    ■ 
nuisance,  which  threatened,  with   such   a  serious  aspect  to  dis- 
turb the  happiness,  and  injure  the  interests  of  those,  over  whom 
he  was  appointed  ruler.     Thus  was  the  syllogism  formed  in  the 
cabin  of  the  Victory. 

The  people  rejoioe  when  the  ri^hieous  are  in  auttiorUj, 
The  people  under  the  authoritjr  f*^  Cipt,  Rosi  rejoice, 
Ef§Ot  Capt.  Ross  Is  e  rijheeous  man* 
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ir«  however^  Capt.  Russ  had  one  point  in  hU  favour«  as  touchi 
tng  the  nuiBance»  the  Esquitnaux  had  nine  in  theirs, — and  tbe; 
had    obtained   pQ^f^esslon,  hoth   peTh&fs  de  jure  ef  de  facto,  (w 
believe  that  to  be  the  jargon  of  the  lawyers,)  of  the  site  of 
village,  and  it  was  shrewdly  hinted  by  one  of  the  olBeerH  in 
cabin^  that   if  Capt.   Koss  called  tipon  them   to  shew  by  vrhil 
right  they  built  tlieir  village  within  hail  of  hi^  sliip,  they  might 
call  upon  him  to  shew  by  what  ri^ht  he  had   intruded   himfial 
into  their  country,  and  had  filled  his  Hour-tubs  with  its  product, 
for  which  he  luid  only  given  them  in    return,  his    rubbiah«    Bl 
might  indeed  have  talked  lo   them  in  high  and   commandia^ 
language  of  George  the  Fourth — ^of  Mr.  Barrow  of  the  admiralty 
— of  Mr.  Booth,  his  munificent   patron — of  the    attachment  of 
Lord  Melville  to  him  ms  being  one  of  his  own  countrymen-^ 
the  power  vested  in   him  to  blow  up  the  whole  of  their  fillagt 
with    his  Rteani  engitit^  that    is  if  the   steam   engine  had  noi* 
unfortunately  for  him,  blown  up  itself — of  the  precise  Telocity 
of  sound,  which  had  berm  ascertained  <^noV^  by  his  own  power  of 
observation — ^of  the    irue   posi  ioii  of  the    magnetic    pule — ami 
lastly,  of  the  exact  altitude,  mea mired  by  himself,  of  the  Crok«f 
Mountains.     On  all,  or  any  one  uf  these  important  subj<^ct&,  h« 
might  have  edified  and  astounded  the  gaping  natives,  but  not  t 
bh)fk  of  snow  would  they  in  consequence   have   removed  froa 
their  huts,  or  resigned  to  him  an  Inch  of  the  sovereignty  of  their 
country. 

Nevertheless,  the  fear  of  losing  some  part  of  his  property  daily 
by  theft,  aro^^e  ever  and  anon*  in  the  mind  of  Capt.  Ro»s,  likt 
some  malicious  fiend  to  disturb  the  serenity  of  his  midnight  reit; 
strange  visions  hovered  over  his  heated  imagination,  he  agiiB 
saw  the  wonderful  figure  of  Foowuiyook  rising  from  the  Soar- 
tub,  as  the  leader  of  the  gang  of  thieves  ;  he  saw  in  \\i%  faocf 
the  remnants  of  his  steam  engine  emancipated  from  iheif  fef 
prison,  and  carried  away  by  the  mere  force  of  ihieving,  I*  • 
latitude,  where  they  would  bo  nmdo  uf  much  greater  use»  tlwii 
they  were  ever  found  to  be,  whilst  on  board  the  Victory;  be 
his  own  flour-tubs  rifled  of  their  contents,  hit  hchtesom  ^ 
profit  and  ^pecuUtion,  but%V  WVlr  ^Xv^  ^\x\Xv  S«a  biibblei  «i4 
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It  a  filial  skioj  nor  a  pair  of  trowfiers  left  to  tell  him  of  his 
inner  riches. 

It  is  an  acknowledged  principle  by  all  Philosophers  and  Phy- 
^ans,  that  g^reat  evils  require  great  powers  of  counter-action  ;— 
E>lent  diseases  require  violent  medicines,  and  therefore  a  consult- 
ion  was  held  in  the  cabin  of  the  Victory,  as  to  the  most  politic 
leasures,  that  could  be  adopted,  under  the  existing  circumstances, 
ihich  threatened  wholly  to  change  the  aspect  of  their  affairs^ 
>  throw  a  disheartening  gloom  over  their  prospects,  and  mate- 
dly  to  alter  the  established  discipline  of  the  ship;  for  in  tha 
llCT  case,  it  would  be  necessary  to  appoint  an  additional  watch, 
Ltticularly  by  night,  in  order  to  keep  a  proper  check  upon  the 
edalory  disposition  of  the  natives. 

iTh©  means  of  prevention  are  generally  commen^iurate  with  the 
tleot  of  the  alarm;  and  therefore  in  order  to  justify  the  proceed- 
Ifs,  which  were  adopted  on  this  momentous  occasion,  it  will  be 
tcesaary  to  give  an  accurate  account  of  the  number  of  person?. 
ho  had  so  unceremoniously,  and  unexpectedly  located  themselves 
I  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  Victory,  to  the  great  trouble  and 
luoyanceof  its  civilized  inmntcs. 

The  chief  subjects  uf  the  establishment  of  an  Esquimaux  a(ie 
8  dogs  and  sledges;  they  are  to  him  what  the  rein-deer  is  to 
le  Laplander,  or  the  camel  to  the  Arabian:  they  constitute  the 
^mry  of  his  wife;  the  inheritance  of  his  children;  the  instru- 
enlB  of  his  support,  and  the  principal  objects  of  his  care  and 

Eide.     An  Esquimaux  without    a  dog   and  sledge,    maybe 
»Ted    in  the  character  of  a  direct  pauper ;  he  is  a  kind   of 
eight  upon  the  community,  and  it  is  only  under  peculiar  cir- 
DCes  that  a  character  of  this  kind  is  tolerated  amongst  them ; 
law  of  primogeniture  has  no  existence  amongst  the  Esqui- 
ftax  ;  for  having  neither  rank,  uor  titles,  nor  dignities,  noraris- 
etatical  pride  to  support,  they  leave  to  the  civilized  European 
tba  glories  and  advantages  of  hereditary  birth,  and  look  with 
klamptupou  those  factitious  institutions,  which  confer  titlesand 
iparly  upon  a  fool,  merely  because  it  has  pleased  Heaven  to 
d  him  into  the  world  before  his  brother.    On  the  death  of  the 
lier  of  a  family,  his  property  is  divided  amongst  hU  e\v\Vdt^Ti% 
16  SB 
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in  equal  propoTtitins,  and  f^hnuld   any  altercalion  nrUe,  which 

very  seldom   the  casp.  the  nearest  of  kin  is    called    in,  and 

de^cision    \n  cnnsiflered  final      It  frequently  happens  thai  on  1 

marriag'e  of  an  E^ulmaux  girT,  the  htifthatKl  taken  up  hts 

with  the  parents  of  his  wife;  and  in  the  ca^e  of  the  iiatlve»«wll 

had  established  themseh'^es  in  ihe  ttnmediate  vicioity  of  the  Vi( 

lory,  one  hut  contained  the   fathei    %nd   mother^  tti^ir 

tlaug'hter  and  her  hu^ihand,  with  four  oi  fiveehildten  appertabioj 

to  the    latter  ;  the    dog«  belong'ing  to  the  father  amountiB^ 

mjt,  and  those  of  the  husband  amouniingf  to  seven,  formiir^ 

the  g'ronp  an  exhibition  of  savage  tife»  which  waa  aesrcelj 

be  equalled  amon^iit  the  wildest  of  the  Indian  tribee.     la  iIm 

hut  adjoining  to  this  well -tenanted  babitatton,   tbd  iDt^ri<fr 

which,  for  active  life,  mijjfht  be  compared  to  a  bee-hive,  alttkoogl 

not  quite  so  sweet  and  mellifluous,  resided  the  son  of  the  befoTN 

mentioned   couple,  who  preferring  the  life  of  a  bachelor  lo  ihil 

of  a  husband,  had,  up  to  his  twenty-sixth  year,  withstood  Jl 

the  wiles  and  blandishments  of  the  Esquimaux  beauties,  bully 

whom  be  was,  of  eoufee^  still  considered  as  a  prize  to  be  won, 

though  he  obstinately  persisted  in  regarding  them  in  any  fHher 

light  than  that  of  a  prize,  but    the  direct  contrary,  as  indifput* 

able    plag^ies  and    torments      It  wa»,  however,  neeesaafy  tbtf 

Kenneeluyoo,  the  name  of  the  wayward  bachelor,  should  bateiii 

individual  within  his  hut,  who  would  attend  upon  his  do^rn,  ami 

have  his  seal   cutlets  in  readiness  for  him,  on  his  return  from  in* 

hunting  eitcur8ioa8;  but  those  occupations  could  only  ba  ps^ 

fofiiied  by  a  female;  and,  certainly,   in  the  refined  and  eiriliiei 

countrie;^  of  Europe,  a  female  fulfilling  a  situation  of  that  kiM 

in  the  liut  of  a  young  bachelor^    would  expose  herself  to  be  i^ 

tacked  by  all    the  imps  of  calumny,  whoever  took  apogi  ihto- 

selvc*4  the  office  of  pnlling  to  pieces  the  character  of  a  ^oam- 

^It  IK,  however,   differently  constituted  amongat  the  Esquimitt^ 

Mfknneeluyoo  chose  for  his  housekeeper  a  gravej  slaid»  devisfaii' 

discreet  matron,  who  had    fallen  into  the  yellow  leaf  of 

hood,  at  an  early  period  of  her  life;  and,  who,  for  reasons, 

were,  in  this  place,  illiberal  lo  notice,  never  entered  a  seeond litfi 

mto  the  troubles  anil  trammels  of  matrimony,  which,  how«t<f»fcf 
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loino  of  I  he  niosit  spiteful  of  her  sisterhood  was  allcgetl  not  (o 
lave  sprung"  from  any  indisposition  of  her  own,  hut  from  the  pjir- 
Itcular  contour  of  her  countenance,  which,  was  perhaps  the  nuist 
lideouHj  that  could  he  formed  of  the  cu»itauiary  ftppeDdage^of  the 
luman  face,  even  if  ingenuity  had  heen  exhausted  in  placing 
ihen^  in  the  most  grotesque  poftition,  which  the  most  exuberant 
mtngination  could  devise,  At  her  birth»  ^he  had  the  name  of 
Kakkoowoke  bestowed  upon  her,  the  interpretaticm  of  which  i« 
Rquint  sho  does  {^  and  therefore  as  calumny  is  the  loudest, 
here  th©  beauty  of  the  female  is  the  greatest,  according  to  that 
tto,  detraction  never  ouglit  to  have  sullied  with  its  pestiferous 
VAth  tlie  immaculate  character  o(  Nakkoowoke,  Let  it  not,  how-> 
^vei,  be  supposed  tliat  the  absence  of  personal  beauty  implies 
the  absence  of  moral  worth  ;  on  the  contrary,  according  to  Euro* 
experience,  we  frequently  find«  that  nature^  in  order  to 
liake  some  amends  for  her  unnatural  freak,  in  withholding  from  a 
bmale  every  feature  that  has  the  slightest  claim  to  beauty,  has 
estowed  upon  her  moral  and  intellectual  character,  every  noble 
property  and  virtue,  which,  in  their  general  practice^  have  a  ten* 
Jency  to  evalt  and  adorn  a  human  being.  A  poet  of  high  renown 
said. 


*^  Tlial  beatil)  and  virtue  lire  tlic  9aiii», 
And  goodness  rl wells  «ilt)  both,"* 


\  If  may  have  been  so  in  the  golden  age,  or  in  the  fields  of 
HfCftdia,  or  perhaps  it  may  be  so  in  Heaven,  but  this  we  know« 
Jiat  if  the  poet  intended  his  sentiments  to  apply  to  the  world 
ui  ft  ta  now  constituted^  or  has  been  constituted  since  the  times 
pf  Helen  of  Troy,  o?  of  Messalina  of  Rome,  he  may  be  con^ider- 
ld  as  having  spoken  one  of  the  greatest  falschood^i,  which  over 
imerged  from  the  pericranium  of  a  poet.  It  wt»uld  be  niu^ 
unjust  and  illiberal  to  say  that  beauty  and  virtue  are  not  to  Iip 
buml  aii  eo*evi fating  in  the  f^iimtt  person,  hnl  our  liair  has  not 
prowii    ^rcy.    wilh<>ul    hrttinif   arrive*'!    -*<  i^^'^    i  \|u  rir mt*    flnl 
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beauty  is   more  often  the  cause  of  the  loss  of  virttie,  than 
means  of  preserving  its  immaculacy. 

Sterne  has  said  that  he  could  draw  a  moral  from  the  knocki 
ing  of  a  tenpeniiy  nail  with  a  hammer,  although  we  caodidlji 
confess  our  inability  to  discorer  where  to  look  for  it,  but  wi 
have  taken  an  opportunity  of  deducing  a  moral  from  the  do 
tic  arrangements  of  an  Esquimaux  bachelor,  which  we  hopi 
will  not  be  lost  upon  those  of  our  fair  country-womeo^  wbo4 
mirrors  have  reflected  the  beauty  of  their  couDtenanee,  anif 
let  them  carry  with  them  the  conviction,  that  beauty  unlftii 
attended  by  her  twin  sister  virtue^  assumes  a  hideous  aspect^ 
and  rather  than  be  considered  a  blessing,  it  should  be  looktJ 
upon  as  one  of  the  greatest  evils^  with  which  heaven  could  af* 
flict  them. 

Had  the  colony  of  the  Esquimaux  consisted  only  of  the  deo(H 
Tous,  and  well-behaved  persons  already  mentioned;  the  slu 
of  Capt*  Ross  would  have  run  n<»  risk  of  being  broken  in 
by  the  intrusive  visits  of  the  midnight  marauders;  the  remoaxtts 
of  his  steam  engine  might  have  quietly  submitted  themselves  to 
the  process  of  corrosion  by  rust,  without  the  fear  of  being  iii»ts« 
morphosed  into  blubber  bowis  and  drinking  cups,  by  the  iagd* 
nuity  of  tlie  natives;  the  tubs  crammed  with  jackets,  hoodHi 
trowsers,  mittens,  boots,  and  slippers  might  h^ave  remained 
undisturbed  in  the  hold>  in  social  fellowship  with  each  other; 
the  discipiioe  of  the  ship  might  have  been  carried  on  according 
to  the  system  hitherto  adopted,  nor  would  the  rubicundity  of 
the  countenances  of  the  associates  of  the  Victory's  cabin  been 
so  suddenly  changed  to  the  ghastly  paleness  of  fear  and  tribi^ 
lation. 

It  was,  however,  written  in  the  book  of  fate,  (but  those,  wto 
wrote  it,  could  not  have  had  any  regard  for  the  feelings  rf 
Capt,  Ross,  nor  the  slightest  commisseration  for  Ute  mtuatioi 
into  which  their  indiscreet  measure  so  lamentably  impelled  himj 
that,  amongst  the  settlers  on  the  ice,  there  were  four  tudividtitk 
who,  if  their  characters  for  integrity  and  probity  were  in  U 
estimated  according  to  their  physiognomy,  alight  be  numotd 
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to  he  as  deficient  in  tliose  virtues  a»  an  English  bishop  in  humi- 
lity— «  courtier  in  sincerity — a  nun   in  chastity — or  an  author 
in  riches.     It  might   have  been  supposed  that,  from  the  time 
when  Capt.  Ross  left  **  the  heath-covered  mountains  of  Scotia," 
to  that  moRt  auspicious  moment  of  his  life,  when  he  found  him- 
self Commander  of  the  Victory  in  Felix  Harbour,  the  experience 
must^  at  some  particular  period  of  that  time,  have  burst   upon 
him,  that  a  more  fallacious  criterion   of  the  intrinsic    goodnesK 
and  virtue  of  an  individual  cannot  ba  consulted,  than  the   form 
of  viftage,  with  which  it   has  pleased  nature  to  endow  him  ;  but 
notwithstanding'^  that  the  truth  of  that  position  amounts  to   al 
most  proverbial  validity,  yet  there  are  very  few,  who  are  not 
regulated  by  it  in  their  estimation  of  the  character  of  the  indi- 
vidual, with  whom  he  is  suddenly  thrown  into  contact,  and  who 
doen  not  in  some  measure  regulate  his  conduct  according  to  tbe 
Itnion,  which    he  may  then  have    prematurely,  and  unjustly 
irnied.     The  four  ill-favoured    Esquimaux  had  no   sooner  pre* 
&nt^d  themselves  before  Capt*  Ross,  than  in  his  own  mind.  Ii*» 
determined  them  to  lie  consummate  thieves,  and  that  they  had 
Ike  the  gypsies,  pitched  their  dwelling  in  his  vicinity,  as  hold- 
Ig  out  the  greatest  prospect  of  carrying  on  their  buccaneering 
tploits  to  the  utmost  profit  and  advantage.     It  was  in  vain  to  tell 
bim  that  their  peculiar  physiognomy  was  as  natural  to  them,  as 
ted  liair  and  high  cheek  bones  were  to  the  natives  of  his  own  coun- 
try ;  it  was  a  direct  loss  of  time,  to  expostulate  with  him  on  t!io 
_inju8tice  and  impropriety  of  holding  a  man  to  be  a  thief,  before 
bad  given  some  distinct  proofs  that  the  character  really  be^ 
bilged  to  him  ;  and  further,  that  as  he  professed  to  be  a  christ- 
m,  it  was   acting  in  a   mo»t  unchristian-like   manner,  to  mete 
bis  judgement  according  to  any  other  principle  than  that, 
"'In  wbich  he  should  wish  that  judgement    should  be  meted  out 
le  him.     These  arguments  might  have  been  considered  ai 
rbet  worthy  of  attention,  but  they  alt  yielded  to  the  pr 
^bich  he  had  imbibed,  and  to  the  irrevocable  opinion  wl 
id  formed,  that  the  four  Esquimaux  were  the  canail 
and  in  the  depth  of  their  degeneracj 
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hiro.  amongst  the  infinite  number  of  Imman  bipeds,  that  cm? 
upoa  the  earthy  to  bo  the  victim  of  their  licentious  and  thievi* 
pro  pensi  ties. 

Whatever  faults  or  national  foHies  may  be  imputed  lo  the 
BonM  g(  Caledonia^  there  is  tio  one,  who  has  lived  amotig^sl  them, 
or  who  has  been  entang'led  in  any  transactions  with  theni,  bul 
will  give  them  credit  far  a  display  of  caution,  which  renders  it 
the  eighth  wonder  of  the  world,  that  a  Scotchman  was  eir^r 
cheated  in  hts  life  ;  at  all  events,  it  must  be  admitted  thai  thai 
man  deserves  the  character  of  a  skilful  tactitian,  and  a  direct 
clever  rogue,  whoever  succeeded  in  accompUshing  that  object, 
nevertheless,  with  that  laudable  disposition!  that  we  haireso  fie- 
quently  and  strikingly  displayed  of  putting  the  mo^t  favorable 
construction  on  the  actions  of  the  Commander  of  the  Victucj, 
^t^  cannot  in  this  instance  withhold  from  him  the  merit  of  our 
approbation  for  the  extreme  caution,  which  he  displayed  in  liit 
conduct  towards  the  suspicious  Esquimaux,  for  he  only  foUoweil 
the  salutary  maxim  of  that  keen  observer  of  human  charactei, 
Rochefoucauld,  who  says.  Que  e'est  mieux  d'etre  deitomfe  far 
nos  amu,  que  iTomfe\  which  may  be  anglicised,  thai  k  is 
belter  to  be  undeceived  by  the  Esquimaux,  tlian  to  be  deceifiHl 
by  them. 

It  must  not  however  be  supposed — but,  it  is  impositblo  lo 
tuy  to  what  length  the  imagination  of  some  per»on*i  may  cany 
them — that  the  Victory  was  put  in  a  state  of  siejr© ;  thai  the 
guns  were  shotted,  grape  and  canister  ;  that  double  walclioft 
were  put  upon  the  gangways,  and  that  the  aruiuurer*a  forge 
blamed  throughout  the  night  in  preparing  the  weapons  of  defenci 
Mgiiinsl  the  attack,  that  was  anticipated ;  however  a  cour*^' 
Was  summoned  to  meet  in  the  cabin  of  tho  Victory,  to  u 
into  consideration,  the  danger  ta  which  the  lives  aiid  |iropcflr 
of  the  crew  were  exposed,  and  to  deliberate  upon  tlie  wmA> 
pmnipt  and  efficacious  means,  that  could  be  adopted.  In  avwrt 
the  ruin,  which  impended  over  them.  It  was  the  opitiinn  st 
Capt.  Ross,  being  first  called  upon  lo  state  lili»  ^nllments  nnJ 
the   subject,   that    if   the  Victory  could  bo  femuve4  In  ^mfi 
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alher  station,  no  matter  in  what  direttiou  of  the  cotnpass  that 
station  might  be.  a  remedy  would  at  onee  be  found  for  the  evil; 
for,  it  wus  not  probable,  that  the  Esquimaax  would  lake  the  trou- 
ble of  removing  iheir  goods  and  chatties  to  a  considerable  dis- 
Iftnce,  merely  for  the  purpose  of  being  in  the  immediate  vici* 
city  of  the  ship,  unless  indeed  their  designs  were  of  a  most 
desperate  and  villainous  character*  Not  a  dissentient  voice  ^as 
raided  to  the  truth  of  these  observations,  but  on  Mr.  Thorns  , 
being  called  upon  to  deliver  his  opinio^,  he  unequivocally  de-  ■ 
clared,  that  the  retnoval  of  the  Victory  to  another  station  was 
a  most  judicious  plan,  if  it  could  be  carried  into  execution,  but 
that  he  recommended  a  more  easy  and  feaiiblo  one,  Which  was^ 
the  removal  of  the  huts  of  the  Esquimaux,  and  this  could  bo 
moi^t  easily  and  legally  carried  into  effect,  for  as  they  had  con- 
atfucted  their  hots  upon  the  land  which  Capt.  Ross  had  taken 
possession  of,  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his  nritannic 
majesty,  the  Esquimaujc  ought  to  be  made  (o  pay  the  forfeit  of 
their  indiscretion  in  building  their  huts  (mi  the  Itind  which  did 
Doi  belong  to  tliem,  by  having  tlie  said  huts  burnt  tu  i\\e  ground. 
As  our  Gallic  neighbours  would  express  themselves,  there  was 
here  a  strong  sensation  manifested  both  on  tlie  right,  the  left 
and  the  centre,  for  it  confounded  the  intellects  of  some  of  the 
members  of  the  cotirticil,  to  ascertain  in  what  manner  a  hut  of 
stiow  conid  be  burnt  to  the  ground.  However  Mr.  Thorns 
immediately  explained,  that  he  had  certainly  expressed  his 
opicioTis  rather  hyperbolical  ty,  but  having  finished  Iris  education 
at  the  Uni-versity  of  St.  Andrews,  where  it  was  once  the  cus- 
tom to  indulge  in  all  kinds  of  tropes,  metaphors,  and  figures^ 
"f^Mcli  had  not  the  slightest  relation  nor  affinity  to  the  subject 
uihder  discussion,  he  had  inadvertently  transgressed  the  laws 
i^rhich  Aristotle  had  laid  down,  as  the  guide  for  all  orators  arid 
rhetoricians.  He,  however,  hesitated  not  to  confess  that  be 
bad  certainly  expressed  himself  rather  figurattvelv,  but  his  real 
ineamng  was,  that  the  huts  of  the  Esquimaux  should  be  so  per* 
Ibrated  by  a  few  balls  from  iherr  brass  six-pounders,  as  to 
mlTow  all  the  winds  of  heaven  to  puss  through  them,  and  by 
Aofe  means  render  them  so  uninhabitable^   lh^\  iXv^'j   ^w^^ 
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be  obUged  to  re-construct  llieir  Imbitations  in  a  safei  and  luoif 
distant  quarter. 

On  Commander  Robs  being  called  upon  to  deliver  his  aeDli* 
ments,  an  attention  was  observable  amonj^st  the  audilora,  sinu^ 
lar  to  that,  which  was  observed  when  a  Canning  or  a  Mackintoslr 
rose  to  address  the  House  of  Commons.  He  began  by  stating, 
that  he  dis^nted  in  toto  from  the  plans  proposed  by  the  twa 
former  speakers,  as  the  first  was  dependent  on  a  contingencT , 
which,  under  the  present  circumstances  could  not  possibly  Us 
brought  into  effect,  and  the  second  was  founded  upon  premi^esi, 
which  were  decidedly  erroneous.  It  was  true,  that  the  Com* 
mander  of  the  Victory,  as  in  the  case  of  ull  former  navigaton 
who  had  visited  unknown  countries,  had  very  properly,  and  ai 
in  duty  bound,  taken  possession,  according  to  the  accustomed 
form  of  planting  the  standard  of  Great  Britain  on  a  lump  of  snow, 
of  all  the  territory  within  any  certain  degree  of  longitude^  ihat 
might  hereafter  be  determined  upon,  by  commissioners  ap* 
pointed  for  that  purpose. 

So  far  the  Commander  of  the  Victory,  as  the  repreaentattve, 
for  the  time  being,  of  his  Britannic  majesty,  was  the  reputed 
sovereign  of  all  the  land,  and  territories,  of  which  be  had  taken 
poK^ssion,  with  all  rights,  powers,  privileges,  and  immuai^ 
ties  to  treat  the  natives  thereof,  as  the  people  of  a  conquered 
country.  Respecting  the  latter  point,  he  would  not  now  li^H 
to  discuss  the  question,  as  it  must  be  well  known  to  all  prem^ 
the  exact  mode  of  treatment  which  has  been  adopted  towardi 
them  {hear,  liear,  from  Capt,  Ross.)  It  is,  however^  allowed 
that  there  is  not  a  country,  which  fulfils  its  treaties  and  ea* 
gagements  with  greater  faith,  scrupulousness  and  honor,  thwi 
England,  except  in  those  cases,  where  it  is  found  to  be  her  caih 
venience  and  interest  to  infringe  them  ;  and  therefore  in  the  pre- 
sent instance,  it  certainly  might  be  admitted,  that  their  worthy 
commander  had  become  possessed  de  facto  of  the  right  aod 
power  to  exercise  his  control  over  those  natives,  who  might  coot* 
rait  any  abuses  upon  the  land,  of  which  he  had  taken  formal  pa*' 
session ;  but,  had  he  been  present  at  the  time,  when  the  ceremooy 
a/ taking  possession  was  performed,   he  would   have  called  tb» 
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tentton  of  hi>   Brilaanic  majesty's  deputy  to    a   ?ery  fcerioun 
dlfMiion,  which  was    then  committed,  and   which  cousisted   in 
gpetting  to  take  possession  of  the  ice,  as  well  as  the  land,  and 
which  gross  and  unaccountable  omission  might  he  ascribed  the 
ily  perplexing embarrassmeot  in  whieh  they  were  then  involved, 
id    the  Esquimaux  built  their  huts  on   the    lartd,   then  tliejr 
g-ht  be  dealt  with  as  the  vassals  of  his  Britannic  majesty,   to 
lora   that  land  belonged:  but  as    they  had  built  their  huts  on 
»  ice,  he  could  not  discover  by  any  law,  which  had  ever  beea 
omul  gated  by  Grotius  or  Puffendorf,  or  which   had  been  en- 
led  by  the  British  parliament,  by  which  the  new  settlers  could 
ejected  from  the  present  place  of  their  abode.     It  is  true,  that 
g^Iaring  omission,  which  had  been  committed,  might  in  some 
igree  be    rectified    by  the  assembly  then  present,  proceeding 
ilh    the  customary  forms,  to  take  possession  of  the  ice  in  the 
Line  of  his  Britannic  majesty ;  but  then  they  should  be  involving 
emeelves  in  the  dilemma  of  subjecting   the  Esquimaux  to  the 
msequences  of  an  ex  post  facto  law  ;  which,  it  is  very  probable, 
my  never  could   be  made  to  comprehend.     He  acknowledged^ 
mt    the  whole  case  was  bi^set  with  great  difficulties*,  and  that 
required    all  the  taleni  and  skill  of  their  commander,  the  full 
Meeaston  of  which  no  one  was  disposed  to  dispute,  in  order  to 
rereome  them,  without  at  the  same  time  compromising  his  own 
laractefj  and  that  of  his  Britannic  majesty^  as  well  as  that  of 
le  English  nation  in  general.     Having  therefore  briefly  stated 
i  8  opinion  of  the  inexpediency*  and,  in  some  measure,  the  injus- 
ce  of  adopting  the  plan  proposed  by  his  two  honorable  friends,  he 
lould  himself  submit  a  proposition  to  tbem»  which  if  carried 
Ito  effect,  might   be   the  means  of  bringing  the  business  to  an 
mtcable  issue,  and  ultimately  of  removing  the  nuisance,  which 
kadio  suddenly  and  unfortunately  appeared  amongst  them;  and 
I  which  solely  is  to  be  attributed  the  excessive  degree  of  alarm> 
hich  at  this  moment  was  depicted  on  the  countenance  of  our  able 
mi  highly  esteemed  commander.  Having,  to  a  certain  degree  ad- 
mitted the  right  of  the  Es^^uimaux  to  build  their  huts  on  the  ice, 
next  important  question  to  be  discussed  is,  the  motive,  wKv«^\i 
lid  have  induced  them  to  commit  such  an  extteioidVnarj  %^j 
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In  the  great  annovQuce  of  a  certain  portion  of  the  subjects  of  hU 
Britannic  majesty,  und  establti^hiiig  thereby  an  intimacy  of  ratlict 
a  closer  nature,  that*  is  agreeable  to  the  injured  aud  eomplainiae 
party«  A  motive  of  a  very  sinister  and  iTiminal  eharaeter  tmi 
been  attached  to  them,  but,  as  yet,  there  had  not  been  any  action 
performed  bj  them>  to  warrant  the  imputation,  which  had  been 
thrown  upon  theon.  It  is  true^  that  !«ome  of  the  party  bore  tl 
outward  somhlance  and  appearance  of  being  thieves,  but  w 
m'ery  man  to  be  considered  a  thief  who  looks  like  one,  there  wt 
perhaps,  a  few  amongst  ourselves,  to  whom  that  odioua  characttf 
would  be  attached. 

Unacquainted^  therefore^  as  we  are  with  the  manners  and  habiu 
o(  the  people  amongst  whom  we  have  suddenly  appeared,  as  if 
we  had  dropped  from  the  clouds,  it  is  possible  that  on  a  don 
and  impartial  investigation  of  the  business,  we  shall  find  tW 
their  establishment  in  our  iramediete  vicinity  has  no  refeieacf 
whatever  to  ourselves,  but  to  some  ultimate  object,  which  they  nuy 
have  in  view^  and  which  may  be  a  part  of  their  regular  mode  of 
action,    although  in  our  opinion,   accompanied  with  suspicioo 

.mnd  distrust.  It  is  consequently  my  advice  that  a  deputation 
from  the  assembly,  do  proceed  without  further  delay  to  tto 
huts»  and  there  hold  a  palaver  with  the  head  of  the  Irtbi, 
touching  their  present  and  future  motions,  and  should  not  i 
satisfactory  answer  be  g'iven,  then  to  have  recourse  la  sutlt 
ulterior  proceedings,  as  may  be  deemed  conducive  to  tbe  pre 
vention  of  any  permanent  injury,  and  to  the  consolidatioa  if 
our  future  safety* 

This  plan  was  agreed  to  nemine  contradicenle,  and  thi 
proposer,  Mr.  Thoms,  Mr.  Light  and  Mr.  Brunton  the  engijiier, 
%vere  appointed  of  the  deputation^  to  hold  tlie  conference  wtlh 
the  chief  of  the  Esquimaux  tribe  :  Capt.  Ross  in  the  mean  tim^ 
remaining  seated  in  his  chair^  to  await  their  return,  with  ill 
due  solemnity^  after  having  replenished  his  goblet  witti  thtJ 
usual  moderate  quantity  of  his  patron V  best  cK>rdiaL  | 

Capt.  Ross  has  been  blessed  by  nature  with  a  deep  and  w- 
norouB  voice,  something  between  a  baritone  and  a  hass^  andw 

///«  lonely  hours  in  \t\e  cqX>\i\  o(  vVv^  Victory «  where  he  hid  a^ 
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0  to  delight  or  please  but  himself,  but  eren,  in  wliich.  h^ 
uld  not  saraetimes  {succeed,  it  was  frequently  his  <::usi07n  to 
DUfte  himBelf  with  chanting  the  stave  of  a  favorite  soog,  and  {ti 
10  of  the  brightest  moments  of  hin  life,  when  he  was  threading 
it  way  from  the  Admiralty,    to  the  distillery  of  Mr.  Booth, 

1  Whitechapel,  in  anticipation  of  what  there  awaited  him,  he 
Bard   tl>e  well  known  parody  to  Neukomn's  matehlesH  song, 

**  the  Sea»the  Sea,**  beginning  "  the  Gin !  the  Gin  !^ — and  what 
iter  opportunity  could  present  itself,  than  during  the  ab'^ence 
the  deputation,  as  domine  Sampson  would  say,  of  preludis- 
g  a  little,  and  of  essaying  to  please  himself  by  humming 
er  the  spirited  stanzas  of  the  song.  The  nectar  before  fiim 
ing  in  Ktrenglh  and  sweetness  agreeable  to  his  palate^  he 
laced  hit  two  feet  in  the  same  position  in  which  that  clever 
fti»t  Crowquis,  has  delineated  him  in  Eraser's  Magazine,  and 
n   kis   '*  native   wood    notes    wild/'   warbled    the   well-known 

He  bad  just  fini^ihed   the  third  stanza,    when  the  deputation 
tfnteredf  headed  by  Commander  Ross,  who  delivered  the  follow- 
ng  report*     It  was  with  the  greatest  ease  that  an  audience  had 
^een  obtained  of  Arcknalnach,  the  senior  of  the  tribe*  and  an  au- 
}ience  it  was  in  the  strictest  sense  of  the  word,  for  although  a 
Bnultitude  of  sounds  met  the  ears  of  the  respective  parties,  yet 
icanty   indeed  was  the  quantity  of  meaning,  which  could  be 
extracted  from  them;  the  Katdoonas  in  becoming  and  respectful 
terms  explained  the  import  of  their  visit,  which  by   the   Et^qui- 
miiux  was  answered  by  a  polite   invitation   to  partake  of  a  slice 
pf  blubber;  the  Kabloonas  inquired  how  long  they  were  going 
to  remain  in  their  present  position;  the  Esquiniimx  inquired  if 
^ley  had  about  them,  such  a  thing  as  a  few  fish-hejoks  ;  the  Ka- 
JblQOifiiis  told  them  that  they  had  taken  possession  uf  their  country 
Jii  the  name  of  George  the  Fourth ;  the  Esquimaux  told  them 
[that  the  seab  began  to  be  very  scarce,  and  thus  it  became  evi- 
bdent  lo  the  members  of  the  deputation,  that  they  were  playing 
at  the   game  of  eontrariis   with  each  other,  and  that  as  neither 
pf  them  understood  the   language,  which  each   other  «.^^%^  \\ 
was  pcrfeolly  the  ^anie^  whether  they  convetsftu  -aV^nA  ^^tst^^ 
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the  Fourth ;  the  piston  of  a  iteam  engine ;  the  admeasuremfnt 
of  Taglioni's  waist;  or  the  most  approved  method  of  dressing i 
seal  cutlet.  It  has  been  the  fate  of  manj  deputations  to  retum 
to  those  who  sent  them,  without  accomplishing  the  object  of 
their  mission;  and  no  one  ever  ran  a  greater  risk  of  experiencixf 
,lhat  calamity,  than  the  deputation  from  the  Victory.  It,  how- 
ever, occurred  to  Commander  Ross,  to  despatch  Mr.  Light,  tb» 
steward^  to  the  ship,  for  the  Esquimaux  Vocabulary,  by  met^m 
of  which,  it  was  confidently  expected,  that  the  desired  infufmi- 
tion  could  be  obtained  ;  nor  were  they  di^ppointed  in  their 
expectations,  for  by  degrees  it  was  elicited  from  the  nativ^i; 
that  so  far  from  any  intention  on  their  part,  to  make  their  pre- 
sent residence  a  permanent  one,  it  was  merely  a  tempofifj 
station  or  stage,  on  their  journey  to  more  distant  quarters.  To- 
wards the  latter  end  of  March,  or  the  beginning  of  April,  tht 
great  body  of  the  Esquimaux  who  have  lived  in  comziiuDitr 
during  the  winter,  separate  in  diflFerent  tribes,  or  coropame^, 
some  directing  their  course  to  one  quarter,  and  some  to  aiioiber, 
some  for  the  salmon- fishing,  or  to  be  in  readinei^  on  the  breik- 
ing  up  of  the  frost,  having  an  abundance  buried  in  the  ic« 
■ince  the  preceding  year.  Others  go  away  out  lo  sea,  the  inlet 
being  entirely  frozen  over  in  search  of  seal  ;  whilst  others  di- 
rect their  course  inland,  in  quest  of  musk  oxen,  or  rein^deer; 
and  about  the  month  of  September  they  all  meet  agaio«  it  t 
place  called  JSTickiUi,  there  to  pass  their  dreary  winter. 

The  party,  which  had  been  the  cause  of  so  much  appreben 
sion  to  the  Commander  of  the  Victory,  on  account  of  their  !«»• 
eating  themselves  so  near  to  the  vessel,  were  oti  their  jounK^ 
inland  in  search  of  rein-deer ;  and  as  the  construction  of  t  soot 
house  is,  with  these  people,  but  the  labor  of  a  few  hours,  aal 
its  value  nothing  at  all  when  it  is  built,  they  consider  tbtif 
removal  from  one  place  to  another,  as  a  matter  of  trifling  n^ 
ment.  Their  goods  and  chattels  are  scarcely  sufficient  to  loii 
a  sledge,  and  can  all  be  packed  up  in  half  an  hour,  with  W 
fear  of  a  landlord,  or  a  tax-gatherer  at  the  door,  to  prevent  lh«i' 
removal ;  no  sheriff's  officer  with  his  writ  otjieri  faetaM  e^i 
JutruJafl  his  odious  v\f^a^^w\\Vv\v\V^  ^^^VV\t\^CkCt^nEiqairniUi 
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0  RA  th©  air,  that  *'  chartered  libertine/*  the  wodd  appeal 
it  were,  given  to  him,  to  roara  whithersoever  his  fancy  leac 
liim,  or  hifl  wants  impel  him*  A  stranger  to  all  the  delight^! 
«fid  pleasures  of  local  attachments,  he  scarcely  knows  the  mean- 
ing of  those  endearing"  words,  '*  my  home,"  for  the  dwelling  of 
to-day  is  not  the  dwelling  of  to-morrow;  allied  with  no  pleas- 
ing associations;  with  no  remembrances,  which  have  called  forth 
the  affections  of  his  heart,  and  which  are  entwined  around  it  as 
the  links  of  a  chain,  which  is  never  to  bo  broken,  but  by  death; 
^ith  no  flowers  that  he  has  reared;  no  tree  that  he  has  planted, 
tvhich  in  happier  climes,  and  to  more  favored  beings,  mm  as 
the  eilent  monitors  of  juvenile  happiness,  or  which  have  ob- 
tained a  value  in  our  eyes,  as  having  been  planted  by  a  hand 
that  once  was  dear  to  us  ;  to  these  and  all  such  heavenly  feel- 
og«,  which  sublimate  our  nature,  and  bring  us  nearer  akin  to 
ligher  spirits;  the  semi-animal  of  the  hyperborean  regions,  is 
n  entire  stranger;  and  yet,  in  his  breast  glows  in  a  certain  de* 
e  the  amor  pairm,  as  warmly  and  as  ardently  as  in  the 
ifeatt  of  the  natives  of  the  most  favored  climes  of  Europe; 
but  it  is  a  wise  dispensaliou  of  Heaven^  that  it  ^liouhl  he  so;  for 
a  very  slight  knowledge  of  the  physiology  of  man  infomis  us, 
that  the  natives  of  the  two  extremes  of  climate,  if  transported 
lo  the  opposite  one  iu  which  they  were  bred,  would  not  long 
lurvive  the  change ;  an  Esquimaux  would  perish  on  ihe  shores 
of  the  Congo,  and  a  Negro  would  not  long  be  in  existence 
amid  the  desolate  snows  of  Spitzhergen*  It  is  only  the  men 
ind  animals,  which  have  their  centre  of  dominion  in  temperate 
countries,  that  are  capable  of  enduring  the  most  widely  ex* 
tended  geographical  distribution.  A  native  of  Britain  can  by 
degrees  naturalize  himself  to  any  climate  of  the  world ;  he  cun 
^rave  alike  the  most  fiery  breath  of  the  torrid  zone,  and  ihe 
'rozen  climes  of  Baffin's  Bay;  but  transport  an  Esquimaux  to 
lelween  the  iropics,  and  his  apparently  hardy  constitution 
tid  sink  under  the  enervating  heat. 

t   is   similarly    constituted    with    the    animals.,    for    by  an 
dmirublo    liiw   cjf  divine   benevolence,  all  those  iimmaVfi,  ^^mwv 
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the  doDiestieation  aat]  culture  of  which,  the  moft  widely  spfesc 
and  essential  advantage  was  eanabie  cf  lesulting  to  the  btinart 
raee.  have    been  created,  and  retained   the  natural   liimate« 
the  temperate  regions  oi   mir  g^lobe  ;  white  thoae  ag%in,   tbf 
f^eneral  dbtribution  of  which,  would  ha 'e  been  reg'arded  rather 
as  a  cur^e  than  a  b!e«sing.  have  been,  with  a  few  exceplious 
rendered    the  invariable  inmates,    either   of  tne  hottest  or  the 
coldest  etimes.     Were   a   ilger  conveyed   from  the  junglei  of 
^ropical  A^ia,  to  the  shores  f^*  Boothia  or  the  steppes  of  Siberia, 
how  ioon   would  he    >o£te  hin  gigantic   strength   and   ferociotti 
vigor ;  or  wflre  a  polar  bear  transferred  from  his  bleak  etemitf 
of  floating  icebergs,  to  a  sultry  island  of  the  Indian  Archi{^ 
lago,  how  speedily  would  the  surly  savage  cease  to  create  mj 
alarm.     The  spirit  of  the  same  observation  might  be  applied 
to  much  more  serviceable  animals,  whieh,  however^  not  beiog 
natives  of  temperate   countries,   are,   for  that  very  reason,  Is* 
capable   of  being  rendered  useful  in  the    most  extensive  aai 
therefore  high  test  degree*     We  may  adduce  as  examples*  tlii 
rein-deer  and  dromedary,  the  former  of    which    the    wander- 
ing  Bedouin  of  the  desert,  would  as  soon  attempt  to  rear  ami(^ 
the   shifting  sands  of  Arabia,  as  the  Nomadian  of  the  aorth. 
would  the  latter,  in  the  cold  and  iofty  plains   of  Finuiark  of 
Norway. 

The  month  of  March  closed  auspiciously,  as  reg'ards  tk 
weather,  but  not  the  slightest  alteration  bad  taken  pluet  in  tbt 
position  of  the  ice. 
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TV  follouing  i«  iA«  seah  of  IhM  Temperature   of  the  air,  h^ 
tilt   Thermometer  for  ike  montk  of  March,  1830 
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The  operations  of  ihefiatlots,  m  the  beginning  of  April,  were 
lAiiefly  confined  to  clearing  away  the  banking  of  snow,  and 
buitding  a  snow -house  as  a  shed  for  the  thermometer.  On  the 
3d,  the  E^quimaut  came  from  the  huts  to  the  eastward,  and 
brought  a  seal,  the  weight  of  which  was  235  lbs  ;  ihey  re- 
oeived  a  6le  in  rettirn,  with  which  they  were  highly  pleased. 

Afker  divine  service  on  Sunday  the  4th,  a  number  of  Esqui* 
maux  came  to  the  ship  from  the  north,  two  of  whom  were  going- 
ID  Home  place  at  a  distance,  where  they  had  left  their  canoes  on 
tlie  setting  in  of  the  winter*  This  was  an  opportunity  not  to 
be  lost  by  Commander  Ross,  of  examining  that  part  of  the 
couniiy  where  the  canoes  were  left;  especially  us  it  was  u.t  the' 
westward,  where  the  fiolution  of  the  important  question  of  uu 
open  sea  might  perhaps  be  solved.  It  wati  determined ,  thai  tlm^ 
twd  Esquitnaujr^  who  were  going  for  the  eano^^,  %»\\\3^V\  t^WiAAi^ 
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in  the  tbip  during  the  night;  and  that  Commander  Rosa»  with 
Blankey  the  mate,  should  start  at  an  early  hour,  on  the  ful- 
lowtn^  morning.  The  names  of  the  Esquimaux  were  Oobloo» 
raiak,  the  same  personage  whose  wife  had  purloined  his  horii 
bafiin,  and  Alwak\  the  former  about  22  and  the  latter  about  19 
years  of  age*  According  to  custom,  one  of  the  crew  read  tbe 
bible  to  Capt*  Ross,  in  the  evenings  and  the  two  Esquimaui 
formed  part  of  the  congregation.  Edification,  instruction,  or 
amusement,  however,  being  wholly  out  of  the  question  with  the 
two  new  meiTiherti.  they  followed  the  example  of  someoftht 
members  of  other  congregations;  and  considering  that  they  bsd 
a  long  and  fatiguing  journey  before  them*  they  thought  they 
could  not  employ  their  time  more  adirantageously  than  in  tiikbg 
a  senik,  not  knowing  how  long  the  business  whiih  was  then 
transacting,  might  continue.  Scarcely,  however,  hud  ihey  rolled 
themselves  up  in  a  comfortable  posture,  than  the  reader  had  sr« 
rived  at  the  end  of  the  chapter,  and  the  congregation  broke  up. 
The  steward  took  upon  himself  the  office  of  introducing  tbt 
strangers  to  their  berths  for  the  nighty  but  not  until  he  had  sa- 
tisfied their  appetites  with  a  baked  piece  of  seal,  which  weighed 
9^tbs,  before  being  put  into  the  oven.  This  quantity  was,  how 
ever,  demoliished  oy  um  iwo  gluttons;  and  it  was  the  firm  be- 
lief of  the  steward,  that  had  there  bean  three  or  four  pounds 
more,  they  would  have  been  devoured,  for  not  a  particle  of 
9Ib8.  was  left  on  the  wooden  platters  from  which  they  took  iheir 
meal, and  which  they  afterwards  licked  so  clean,  that  the  procfif 
of  washing  them  scarcely  appeared  to  be  necessary.  The  st^waiJi 
put  his  visitors  to  bed  at  9  o clock;  it  being  a  charge  lo  w|^H 
he  did  not  testify  any  great  partiality,  on  account  of  the  regpoiJ* 
sibility,  which  was  attached  to  it;  for  he  had  not  furgotteo  ths 
handy  tricks  of  Poowutyook ;  nor  could  he  leave  the  BtiangM 
a  moment  by  themselves,  from  the  well-founded  fear,  thst 
ftomething  would  find  its  way  into  their  ciipacious  trowsew, 
which  did  not  belong  to  them,  and  for  the  loss  of  which  li 
might  perhaps  be  made  accountable.  He  had  also  t^mni 
last  ructions  to  pack'  up  some  provisions  tui&oient  for  the  maiB* 
l^na  nee  of  CommandvT  Ro^^^ni  vW  m^v^,  on  their  approacfiinf 
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milt :  U  was  also  ni^cessary  to  provide  an  extra  quantity  for  the 
wo  EsquimauTc,  who  certainly  would  not  be  great  consumers  of 
Suropean  viands,  provided  a  seal  could  be  killed  on  the  journey, 
od  not  being  very  particular  whether  it  was  dressed  or  raw,  no 
freat  anxiety  was  felt,  as  to  the  manner  or  the  means.by  which 
Jietr  fiubsistence  could  be  obtained.  Tho  Esquimaux  in  their 
toig'ratory  travels  are  entirely  dependent  upon  chance  for  their 
i^upport,  although  they  have  in  particular  places  their  stow-holes 
r  magazines,  where  a  supply  of  food  to  any  extent  can  be 
btained,  and  which  are  a  kind  of  common  property,  from  which 
may  of  the  tribe  that  are  in  need,  may  exiract  what  quantity  they 
lease.  In  regard  to  the  provision  that  was  made  for  the 
tfiainienante  of  the  Esquimaux^  there  was  very  little  difierenee 
shown  between  them  and  the  dogs,  in  fact,  they  both  5?ubsisted  on 
the  same  kind  of  food,  and  might  have  eaten  together  out  of  the 
same  trough,  without  the  human  biped  thinking  himself  in  the 
least  degraded,  by  eating  in  common  with  the  canine  quadruped* 
The  support  of  the  travelling  establishment  of  Commander  Ross, 
was  however  a  subject  of  serious  consideration,  for  it  consisted 
Tti  all  of  four  human  beings,  and  fourteen  dogs ;  seven  being 
harnessed  to  one  sledge,  containing  Commander  Ross,  and  tho 
mber  seven  to  another  sledge,  containing  Blankey  the  mate ; 
Esquimaux  trudging  by  the  side,  as  if  disdaining  the  ease 
and  luxury  of  the  gliding  vehicle. 

To  those  unaccustomed  to  the  motion^  the  travelling  in  a 
Fledge  is  by  no  means  a  task  of  easy  accomplishment,  for,  it 
frequently  happens  that  even  those,  who  have  been  inured  to  it 
from  their  infancy  are  thrown  out,  although  there  is  little  risk 
Attending  it  of  a  broken  neck,  or  a  dislocated  limb  ;  the  only 
casualty  likely  to  occur,  being  a  slight  contusion  ^fiy  coming  into 
€?ontact  with  a  rugged  piece  of  ice,  which  is  generally  the  cause 
df  tile  sledge  been  overthrown.  The  sledge  of  the  Laplander 
and  the  Esquimaux  differs  in  this  respect,  that  the  former  is  so 
4Doiistructed  that  the  person  driving  cannot  be  thrown  out,  as  it 
8  completely  covered  in  at  the  top,  with  the  exception  of  a  small 
lole  or  aperture  sufficiently  large  to  admit  the  body  in  a  sitting 
KMiture,  the  lower  limbs  occupying  the  foro  part  of  the  sledge, 
17,  3i> 


38B 


fJiST    VOYAGE  OF   CAPT,    ROSS. 


and  so  com  pi  el  el  y  covercsd  as  to  defy  the  rigour  of  the  frost.    Tl 

sledge  of  the  KKiiuimau%  is  however  completely  open,  and  mil 

construction  18  well  calculated  for  travelling  on  a  smooth  surb< 

of  snow*  but  when  the  road  is  interrupted  by  freqaent  proje^||i 

of  ice,  or  that  the  surface  presents  any  of  those  ineqii&| 

which  must  be  the  inevitable  consequence  of  a  rocky  countr 

skilful  indeed  mu^t  be  the  individual,  who  can  retain  his  seat, 

who  can  so  adjust  the  equilibrium  of  his  body,  as  to  make 

yield  to  the  numerous  inclinations,  which  the  ruggedness  of  th 

road  occasions,     h  must  also  be  taken  into  consideration,  thi 

tractable  and  docile  as  the  dog^  may  he,  they  cannot  all  of  then 

he  made  to  stop  on  a  sudden,  like  the  horses  in  a  stage  coaehi 

and  therefore  the  driver,  if  he  be  not  actually  thrown  out  tntotbfl 

"^now,  runs  some  risk  of  being  dragged  a  considerable  dislanos 

before  he  can   persuade  his  animals  by  threats  or  entreaties  lo 

stop  their  course.     Capt  Franklin  on  passing  the  Great  Slarf 

Lake,  measured  his  length  several  times  on  the  ice^  but  an  Bsqui- 

mauXi  like  the  skilful  Jehus  of  the  present  day,  so  humours  bit 

body  to  the   motion  of  his   sludge,   that  his    overthrow  vtry 

seldom  takes  place,  for  although  hts  body  may  at  times  farm  an 

angle  of  45*  with  the  horizon,  yet  he  possesses  by  practice  tht 

art  of  throwing  the  counterpoise  to  the  oiher  side,  and  thereby 

preventing  his  ejectment  from    the  sledge.     The  speed  of  in 

Esquimaux  dog  is  on  the  average  six  miles,  per  hour,  althoufh 

when  hardly  pressed,  he  has  been  known  to  accomplish  etgbti 

and  it  has  been  well  ascertained,  that  a  dog  in  the  contiouitt 

of  his  speed   will  far  outstrip  a  horse.     The  road  which  Cc»m« 

niander  Ross  had  to  travel  on,  was  full  of  ruts  and  ravines, 

as  no  Mc*  Adam   had  up  to  that  period  made  his  appearand 

amongst  the  Esquimaux  people,  no  distinct  line  of  road  had  b^o 

traced  out  from  one  station  to  another^  nor  any  of  the  inequalities 

levelled,  which  endangered  the  lives  of  the  travellers,  or  which 

might  be  the  cause  of  the  fracture  of  a  leg  or  an  arm.     The  coa- 

mander  however  made  very  little  progress  without  experienciof 

an    overthrow,  when   Alwak,  setting  aside  the  dignity  of  \ 

individuah  whom  he  was  accompanying^  always  burst  out] 

a  loud  laugh,  and  danced  about,  as  if  he  were  overcome  witA] 
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^  tli«  occurrence  of  the  accident*  In  fact,  the  risible  di^poRJ- 
»iis  of  Alwak  appeared  to  be  excited  on  the  most  trivial  occa- 
[WIS,  and  if  the  Esquimaux  could  have  been  induced  to  form 
emselves  into  a  theatrical  company,  Alwak  would  undoubtedly 
ive  been  chosen  as  the  most  proper  person  to  fill  the  character 

a  clown.  He  had  also  one  of  the  properties  peculiar  to  that 
torious  personage,  that  he  had  no  particular  re«pectfor  persons, 
'  Blankey  the  mate  was  often  the  object  of  his  mischievous 
cks,  and»  in  some  instances.  Commander  Ross  himself  did  not 
jape  them.  Still,  however,  all  bis  actions  were  accompanied 
tb  such  apparent  g'ood  nature,  and  a  kind  of  uncontrolable 
rthj  that  instead  of  taking  offence.  Commnnder  Rasss  rather 
couraged  him  in  his  attempted  buffooneries,  which,  although 
iniffjr  and  awkward  in  the  extreme,  brought  many  a  smile  on 
»  countenances  of  the  travellers,  and  tended  in  a  great  degree 
enliven  the  dreariness  of  their  situation.  Commander  Ross 
wever  found  it  necessary  to  impose  a  check  upon  him  in  one 
ipect^  and  that  was  his  frequent  visitations  to  the  store  of 
Dvisions,  from  which  it  appeared  that  he  considered  himself 
Bfiessed  of  the  right  to  abstract  a  portion,  whenever  bis  appetite 
manded  it,  which  appetite  appeared  like  the  anger  of  the 
ahcnan,  to  be  no  sooner  off  thaa  it  was  on  again,  and  not 
log  very  particular  in  the  choice  of  his  viands,  he  genera Uy 

aed  upon  the  first   object,    that  presented  itself,    and  never 

Rid  until  the  whole  of  it  was  consumed.  There  was  how- 
dmething  contradictory  in  his  character,  for  a  greedy  man 
erally  a  selfish  one;  this,  however^  was  not  the  case  with 
'wak,  for  he  not  only  seized  every  opportunity  of  stowing 
ray  something  eatable  in  his  own  trowsers,  but  he  contrived 
lo  to  slip  some  article  into  those  of  Oohlooraiak,  mak- 
^  'his  usual  antics  on  the  occasion,  as  if  he  had  committed 
most  meritorious  deed.  It  sometimes  happened,  that  their 
urse  lay  over  such  a  rugged  surface,  that  Commander  Rti??? 
d  the  mate  were  obliged  to  leave  the  sledges,  and  proceed  rm 
>%  and  on  those  occasions,  where  the  passage  was  attended 
danger  J  he  would  take  Commander  Ross  on  his  buck 
(I  with  him,  laughing  during,  the  Mhole  of  the  Vuw^ 
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IS  overcome*  In  one  instance,  fiOw^r- 
his  love  of  mischief  or  of  fun  carried  him  rather  too  Tu 
having  got  Blankey  on  his  back,  as  they  were  descending  a  ru;!.''  ' 
declivity,  it  struck  him,  that  the  most  expeditious  method  uf 
enabling  his  burthen  to  arrive  at  the  bottom,  was  to  throw  him 
over  his  head,  and  by  the  force  of  gravity,  force  him  to  t 
rotatory  motion  to  reach  the  surface  below.  It  however  fre- 
quently happens,  that  an  individual  is  caught  in  the  trap  whicH 
his  dexterity  or  his  cunning  has  prompted  him  to  lay  for  anothw* 
and  in  the  present  instance^  Alwak  in  attempting  to  disencumbei 
himself  of  his  load,  lost  his  own  footing,  and  rolling  over  and 
over,  he  arrived  at  the  bottom  before  Blankey,  whose  de^ceut 
was  impeded  by  a  mound  of  snow,  and  the  laugh »  which  he  had 
intended  for  another,  was  turned  against  himselT 

It   is   the   current   opinion   amongst    physiologists^  that  iht 
particular  trait  of  character  known  by  the  appellation  of  bumoor, 
is  not  to  be  found  amongst  the  savage  tribes  of  the  hamao  nry*. 
nor  can  it  be  said  to  be  the  effect  of  either  educatiot*  or  en 
It  is  a  distinct  natural  property,  and  ^jme  men  have  a  gr 
aptitude  for  the  enjoyment  of  it  than  others.     It  is  not  t».. - 
one  who  can  even  enjoy  the  humour  of  a  Laston  or  a  MaUhewi, 
for  from  a  particular  obtujseness  of  mind,  they  are  not  abW  i# 
discover  in  what  the  joke  consists,  much  less  to  enjoy  this  appli- 
cation of  it.     In  some  respects,  however,  the  character  of  i^firsL 
belied  the    opinion  of  the  physiologists,  he   was    in  reality  aJ 
untutored   savage,  and  yet  there   was   at  times   a   display  m 
humour  about  him,  which,  although,  it  might  be  thrown  aWiJI 
upon    his   immediate   associates,  was   highly  relished  by  CoflM 
mander    Ros«,    and    rendered  him  a    decided    favorite.      ThM 
character  of  Ooblooraiak  was  of  a  very  different  calibre  ;  a  miM 
was  very  seldom  seen  to  sit  upon  his  countenance,  and  all  im 
attempts  of  Alw^k  to  excite  fun  and  merriment  were  mc^t  witlfl 
a  decided  expression  of  contempt,  nor  did  Alwak  appear  te  ^ 
ignorant  of  the  real  character  of  his  companion,  for  he  tcliki^ 
ventured   to  pass  any  of  his  jokes  upon  him,  and   thotee,  mmfW 
he  did  pass,  were  obtig^sd  to  be   so  softened  down,    that  1^4 
application  was  scarcely  perceptible.  ^H 
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Whilst  Commander  Ross  was  pursuing  his  scientific  rosearches, 
Capt.  Ross  was  comfortably  located  in  the  cabin  of  the  Victory, 
receiving  the   visits  of  the  Esquimaux,  who  were  looked  for 
^eg^Iarly  every  day,  but  who,  so  far  from  bringing  any  commo- 
dities to  sell,  were  reduced  almost  to  a  state  of  positive  starva- 
tion, particularly  the  individuals,  who  had  established  themselves 
111)  the   immediate   vicinity  of  the  Victory.     The  subsistence  of 
these  penple  depended  entirely  upon  their  success  in  the   seal 
[fishery,  but,  for  some  time,  they  had  not  been  able  to  catch  a 
^fiDgle  seal,  and  were  therefore  obliged  to  apply  on  board  the 
Victory  for  their  present  maintenance.     Notwilhstanding  on  the 
5tb,  that  it  blew   a  most  tremendous   gale,  accompanied  with 
anew,  the  poor  hungry  creatures  came  to  the  ship,  imploring  the 
gift  of  some  seal,  as  they,  and  their  children   were   starving  : 
this  circumstance  being  reported  to  Capt.   Ross,  he  ordered  a 
Real  to  be  thawed  and  skinned,  for  it  must  be  observed  that  the 
seals  in  two  hours  after  their  capture  become  as  hard  as  an  anvil, 
from  the  severity  of  the  frost,  and  cannot  be  applied  to  any  pur- 
pose until  having   undergone    the   process  of  thawing.     Tho 
steward  was  instructed  to  tell  the  Esquimaux  to  wait  until  the 
seal  could  be  got  ready  for  them»  but  they  most  probably  did 
not  understand  him,  and  with  the   most  dejected  countenances 
directed  their  steps  towards  their  huts.     When  the  seal  was* 
ready,  the  steward  repaired  on  deck  to  distribute  the  food  to  llm 
natives^  but  to  bis  great  surprise  found  they  had  departed.     Ho 
was  however  immediately  despatched  by  Capt.  Ross  to  bring  the 
natives  back  again,  and,  with  great  thankfulness,  they  returned 
,  and  made  a  hearty  meal,  taking  back  with  them  a  suflSciency  in 
supply  them  for  the  morrow*8  sustenance.     During  the  season  of 
want,  one  of  the  women  came  to  the  ship,  crying  for  food,  bring- 
ing her  grandson,  with  her  and  she  remained  a  length  of  time 
imploring  with  the  most  pitiful  countenance  some  relief  for  her- 
self, and  her  infant  charge.     It  wa«i,  hov^^ver,  not  until  a  lapsei 
some  time,  that  Capt,  Ross  would  give  permission  for  the  sc 
to  be  put  before  the  fire  for  the  purpose  of  thawing  it,  but  in  th«> 
ofternoon  another  woman  came  and  brought  four  children  with 
her,  when  their  cries  for  food  were   so  distrc5sin|r  that   U»#*y 
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penetrated  the  heart  of  Capt.  Rosa,  and  he  issued  bU  orders  tin 
Buck  (who  became  afterwards  totally  blind,)  to  skin  a  seal  and 
to  put  it  before  the  fire  to  thaw  j  but  so  great  was  the  bmigor 
of  the  poor  wretches,  that  they  took   the  knife  oat  of  Buck's 
hand,  cut    the    seal    open^   and    proceeded    to   carve     up    the 
animal  according  to  their  own  fashion,  giYing  their  diiJdr^a 
every  now  and  then  a  slice  to  eat,  reserving  to  themselves  the* 
congealed  blood,  that  was  found   in  the  interior  of  the   carctf^ 
and   which   was   frozen  quite   hard.     The  weight    of   the  il^H 
previouiiily  to  being  skinned  was  ISOlbs  ;  making  the  allowance 
of  40tbs  for  the  skin,  the  carcass  on  being  stripped    was  I40tbs, 
but  after  the  women  and  their  children  hud  satisfied  their  appe- 
tite, the  weight  was  only    llltlbs,  which  gives   the    scarcely 
credible  quantity  of  five  pounds  to  each  person,  a  mass,  wbich 
it  would   be  hardly  imagined,  that   the   most  elastic    stomach 
could  contain.     The  little  urchins  had  so  over-gorged  themselves 
that  their  respiration  seemed  nearly  to  be  stopped,  and  tbev 
waddled  along,  as  if  they  were  scarcely  able  to  carry  the  load 
that  was  within  them.     The  only  return,  howevert  which  Capl. 
Ross  received  for  this  act  of  kindness,  was  the  consciousness  in 
his  own  breast,  that  he  had  performed  an  act  of  humanity  m 
alleviating  the  wants  of  his  suSering  fellow  creatures ;  for  su 
far  from   making   any  attempt  to  testify  their  gratitude,  they 
took  their  departure  with  the  utmost  coolness^  giving  the  crew 
to  imderstand  that  after  a  $enik,  they  should  return  to  partake  of 
the  remainder  of  the  seal,  which  they  in  some  degree  considered 
to  be  their  own  property  ;  for  after  having  satiated  their  appetite, 
they  did  not  wait  for  the  steward  or  Buck  to  dispose  of  the 
remainder,  but  one  of  the  women  lifted  it  from  the  ground,  and 
throwing  it  into  a  corner,  placed  her  broad  arrow  upon  it,  as  il 
it  was  not  to  be  touched  again  until  her  return. 

The  hurricane  continued  during  the  whole  of  the^th,  and  as 
it  was  attended  with  alheavy  fall  of  snow,  drifting  in  every  di- 
rection, some  apprehensions  began  to  be  entertained  for  Com- 
mander Ross,  who  was  by  necessity  exposed  to  the  full  violence 
of  the  storm,  without  perhaps  the  possibility  of  finding  a  shelter. 
It  was  tigreed  upon,  on  the  departure  of  Commander  Rosa,  that  •' 
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tockel  should  be  let  off  every  night  preciBely  at  ten  nVloflc^aiid 
tlmi  two  blue  lights  should  be  kept  coDtinually  buroiiig  at  the 

op  of  the  jury  main^mast,  in  order  to  guide  him  to  the  ship, 
case  that  he  tiihoutd  reach  Us  vicinity  during  the  uight.  In 
^nformity  therefore  with  this  arrangement^  the  rocket  was 
Ered  at  10  p.m.,  and  the  blue  lightB  hoisted ;  but,  from  the  vio- 

eoce  of  the  wind,  it  was  found  scarcely  possible  to  keep  them 
alight;  a  quarter  of  an  hour  was  the  utmost  that  the  lights 
could  be  kept  burnings  but  in   the    intervals  of  their   being  re- 

ighledf  a  rocket  was  fired,  which  rendered  it  next  to  an  im- 
possibility tlrnt  Commander   Ross^  if  he    had   arrived .  in    the 

ieinity  of  the  ship^  should  mistake  his  route. 
1 1  IB  impossible  to  describe  the  astonishment^  which  sat  upon 
Ihe  countenances  of  the  Esquimaux,  who  had  built  their  huts 
tontiguuus  to  the  ship,  when  the  rocket  ascended.  On  the  first 
bight  that  it  was  let  off,  two  of  them  had  returned  from  the 
aUfishing  without  success,  and  at  the  very  moment  when 
they  had  reached  their  habitation,  the  rocket  went  off,  throw- 
ing a  faint  glare  over  their  huts,  and  giving  to  the  wh'jle  scene 
romantic  character^  which  to  their  uulutored  minds,  must  have 

ppeared  as  the  work  of  some  most  superior  beings,  and  for 
which  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  assign  an  adequate  cause. 
Ignorance  and  superstition  are  generally  in  close  alliance  with 
^©ach  other,  and  credulity  usually  steps  in  to  complete  the 
triumvirate.  In  regard  to  the  latter,  Capt.  Ross  had  so  worked 
upon  their  natural  inlirmity,  that  they  entertained  the  belief, 
that  he  had  in  some  respects,  the  very  elements  under  his  suh- 

ection,  and  that  if  it  were  his  gracious  pleasure,  he  could  direct 
them  to  the  very  spot,  where  the  seals  were  to  he  caught.  The 
ascent  of  the  rocket  was,  in  their  opinion,  nothing  less  than  a 
mesEenger  of  fire,  which  Capt  Ross  had  sent  to  some  of  his 
dependent  spirits  above,  to  summon  them  to  his  presence  on 
matters  of  importance ;  and  so  strong  is  the   principle  of  self 

ngrafted  in  every  human  being,  sage  or  savage ;  that  the  Esqui*^ 
maux  verily  believed,  that  those  matters  of  importance  solely  re« 

ated  to  some  affairs  connected  with  themselves.  In  verification 
tf  the  opinion  which  they  had   formed  of  Capt.   Ross;   on  tha 
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morning  subsequently  to  the  firing  of  the  rocket,  the  EsquH 
came  on  board  in  quest  of  food,  when  Capt.  Ros8,  pointing  to 
particular  direction,  told  them,  that  if  they  would  direct  tfcfii 
course  to  that  quarter,  they  would  infallibly  catch  a  seal, 
full  reliance  on  the  truth  of  this  statemeut,  although  it  Chti 
blew  a  heavy  gale,  the  Esquimaux  departed,  and  by  one 
those  strange  coincidences,  on  which  sometimes  the  very  bU 
of  a  human  being  depends,  a  ^eal  was  in  reality  caughl,  am 
Capt.  Ross  ever  afterwards  stood  in  their  estimation  as  a  super-^ 
natural  being. 

The  stormy  weather  continued  during  the  whole  of  the  Tth^ 
but  unaccompanied   with  snow ;  still,  however,  it  was  by  do 
means  propitious  for  the  objects  of  Commander  Ross'  excursion 
and  personally  considered  it  was  sufficient  to  daunt  th©  stoutest 
heart,  and  to  render  nugatory  the  most  judicious  plans.    Con*' 
mander  Ross    was  not,  however,  one  of  those  characters,  wW 
are  deterred  from  the  prosecution  of  any  particular  pursuit,  b] 
the  first  trivial  obstacle  that  may  present  itself.     There  f 
only    two    points,    which   Commander    Ross    sought   to  attain, 
either  complete  success,  or  the  tliorough  conviction  that  il  wm 
altogetlier  unattainable  ;  he  was  never  satisfied  with  half  luK 
half  measures,  and  as  long  as  a  glimpse  of  success  was  bd^ 
forth  to  cheer  him  on  his  way,  he  never  looked  backwards  wilfc 
despondency — nor  forward  with  despair.     He  was  a  man  col 
out  by  nature  to  achieve  some  great  work,  and  we  will  TeatnK 
to  predict,  that  if  the  North  West  Passage  be  ever  disooverei. 
that  discovery  will  be  accomplished  by  Commander  Ross, 

The  7th  April  was  a  memorable  day  on  board  the  Victory,© 
on  it  the  fate  of  the  steam  engine  was  decided  upon,  irrevocaWTi 
and  unalterably*  A  report  had  been  drawn  up  by  Capt.  R^ 
stating  the  manifold  advantages,  which  he  had  derived  from  ^ 
use  of  the  enginOi^whenever  it  could  be  made  of  any  use  ill* 
which  was  to  be  carried  to  the  credit  side  of  the  engine,  f^ 
the  examination  and  approbation  of  all  those  concerned,  difpcll 
or  indirectly,  in  the  rational  project.  Unfortunately,  bowa^ 
after  straining  and  stretching  the  memory  to  bring  to  rwolte 
ion  the  exact  time  and  place,  when  and  where  the  enjo/OM 
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fit  ihft  great  benefits  of  tho  engine  took  place,  Capt.  Roa?  found 
tiimself  in  the  situation  of  the  bankrupt,  m^bo  has  been  racking 
Ills  brain  for  some  time  to  invent  a  few  items  for  the  fabricatiou 
of  his  balance  sheet,  and  cannot  diseo%*eT one,  with  which  he  can 
nope  successfully  to  impose  upon  his  creditors.  He  certainly 
recoltected  that  the  starboard  and  larboard  paddles  could  scarcely 
ever  be  brought  to  work  together  at  the  same  time ;  therefore,  by 
dividing  the  operations  of  the  two  paddles  under  respective  beads, 
something  tike  a  favorable  account  miglit  have  been  manufac- 
tured. But  then,  when  he  began  to  consider  the  debit  side  of 
the  business,  what  an  array  there  presented  itself  before  him! 
for,  from  the  time  of  their  departure  from  Liinehouse,  to  their 
arrival  in  Felix  Harbour,  there  was  scarcely  a  day,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  Slst  June,  and  the  31st  September,  that  some 
mit^hdp  or  accident  to  the  engine  was  not  recorded  in  the  log  book« 
Notwithstanding,  however,  the  complete  failure  of  the  engine, 
and  its  total  inaptitude  to  tVie  navigation  of  the  Polar  seas^  when 
exposed  to  heavy  ice,  Capt.  Ross  perseveres,  in  his  examination 
before  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons^  to  deliver  his 
opinion,  that  steam  navigation  is  perfectly  applicable  in  those 
M>a8,  although  his  own  experience^  and  that  of  every  one  of  the 
crew  completely  contradicted  it.   The  192d  question  runs  thus^^ — 

How  long  were  you  enabled  to  make  use  of  the  paddle  wheels 
of  your  steamer,  after  you  reached  the  heavy  ice? — The  sieam- 
enffine  gave  way  before  we  readied  the  ice.  We  never  were 
much  among  the  ice  with  it,  but  as  far  as  I  could  judge,  they 
would  answer  uncommonly  well.  They  answered  quite  beyond 
wy  expectation. 

From  your  experience  in  navigating  the  Polar  seas,  do  you 
think  it  possible  to  navigate  those  seas  with  a  steam  boat,  with 
the  paddles  projecting  from  her  side  I — Far  belter  than  in  any 
atker  mode. 

Are  not  the  paddles  peculiarly  subject  Ho  damage! — Tttey 
were  peculiarly  constructed  for  ine  purpose,  so  that  J  could  raise 
them  out  of  the  water  at  pleasure;  one  man  was  sufficient  to 
disengage  ilie  paddles  entirely  from  Ike  engine,  and  raise  ii  out 
of  the  water,  and  out  of  the  way  of  pressure 
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And  it  was  s«>  eonlrtved,  that  you  concetve  steam  to  be  «pplt« 
cable  lo  the  propelling  of  vesfiets  in  the  Polar  seas  ? — Ves, 

We  are  totally  at  a  loss  to  coticeife  in  what  manner  Ctpt, 
Ross  can  reconcile   this  evidoDce   with  the  actual  fact9,  which 
took  place   with  the  engine,  every  one  of  which  goes  lo  faktfy 
the  opinions,  which    he  expressed   before   the    committee,  nni 
which  we  really  think  that  he  never  would  have  uttered,  had 
he  been  aware  that  documents  were  in  existence,  and  that  too 
in  our  own  hands,  by  which  publicity  has  been  given  to  tbtf 
whole  account  of  the  steam  engine,  its  erroneous  construetioii, 
and  its  entire  failure.     Was  he  trying*  an  experiment  of  how  hi 
he  could  play  upon  the  credulity  of  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee, when  he  declared,  that  the  paddles  answered  quite  be- 
yond his  expectation  ;  at  the  same  time  that  the  truth  was  staring 
him  in  the  face,  that  they  were  not  of  the  slig'htest  use  to  h'm^ 
He  may  indeed  qualify  his  assertion  by  the  quibble,  that  he  dim 
not  say  that  his  expectations  were  great,  but  merely,  that  tte 
^^fttMles  answered  quite  beyond  them  ;  they  might  therefore  hxm 
been  directly  low  and  contemptible,  and    yet  the   results  ha»* 
far  exceeded  the  expectation,  which  he  had  formed.     We  knoWt 
that  the  whole  affair  of  the  steam  engine  is  a  thorn  in  the  sid«t 
of  certain  individualN,  and  we  do    not  hesitate  to  state  thiit  ai^ 
application  was,  indirectly,  made  to  us  lo  pass  over  it  in  a  brirf 
and  cursory  manner;  how  far  we  have  thought  proper  to  at t** fid 
to  that  application,  certain  parts  of  our  work  are  well  able  to 
testify;  but  relying,  as  we  do,  upon  the  veracity  of  our  informant, 
and  whose  statements  have  been  corroborated  by  anoth"-  ■   "•" 
we  declare  that  the  opinicms  expressed  by  Capt*  Ross  b* 
committee,  are   directly  at  variance  with  his   own  expericncfi 
and  that  of  the  whole  of  his  crew  ;  and  further,  that  the  opioi<* 
of  Capt.  Ross  is  declared   to  be  erroneous,  by  the  evidence  d 
Commander  Ross,  who  unequivocally  states  his  objections  to  (lli 
use  of  a  steam  engihe  in  the  Polar  seas,  and  that  the  navigati 
I     of  them  can  only  be  accomplished  by  sailing.  ^ 

It  was,  however,  on  the  7th  April  that  Capt.  Ross  sent fbrfl 
Bnmton  and  Mr.  Mclnniss,  the  two  engineers,  into  hit  mlM 
whom  he  read  the  report,  which  he  had  drawn  tip  relattyt  to  t 
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Steam  engine,  ihe  rosull  of  which  was  to  pronounce  its  condemn 
notion,  and  the  application  of  its  parts  to  any  other  purposes  for^ 
which  they  might  be  required.  It  was  impoEsible  for  th« 
engineers  to  raise  any  opposition  to  the  condemnation  of  an^ 
ariieie,  of  which  no  effectual  use  could  be  made,  and  which  in 
its  unsetTiceable  state,  was  a  heap  of  lumber  in  the  sliip  ;  wheror 
aft  its  most  useless  parts  could  be  applied  as  articles  of  barter 
with  ihe  natives,  and  be  the  means  of  filling  a  few  more  flour- 
tubs  with  skinS;  trousers^  and  hoods.  The  fate  of  the  steam 
engine  was,  however*  sealed;  Bruntonand  Mc'Inniss  aflixed  their 
signatures  to  the  statement  as  drawn  up  by  Capt.  Ross,  which 
went  so  far  as  to  exonerate  him  from  all  blame  in  the  inefficiency 
of  the  machine,  and  that  every  exertion  had  been  used  to  make 
it  applicable  for  the  purposes^  for  which  it  was  intended ;  but 
that  a  great  difference  had  been  discovered  between  a  steam 
engine,  and  an  engine  that  is  to  be  worked  by  steam ;  for  although' 
lb©  former  may  be  complete  and  integral  in  all  its  parts,  it  hy' 
no  means  follows  as  a  certainty,  that  it  will  perform  a  single 
one  of  its  evolutions  with  accuracy  and  safety,  as  was  exempli- 
fied in  the  engine,  that  was  on  board  the  Victory. 

The  abandonment  of  the  steam  engine,  however,  gave  a  new 
character  to  the  ship,  the  ponderous  and  unseemly  paddle-boxes 
were  unshipped,  the  funnel  was  removed,  which  elicited  the 
joke  from  the  sailors,  that  tbey  had  fortunately  got  rid  of  one 
thing  on  board,  which  was  a  great  bore,  although  there  were 
some  other  things,  or  persons  deserving  of  that  character,  from 
which  they  could  not  so  easily  emancipate  themselves « 

On  the  following  day  the  violence  of  the  wind  ceased,  and 
a  prospect  of  fine  weather  presented  itself.  Some  of  the  Esqui- 
maux came  to  the  ship  for  food,  amongst  whom»  was  a  young 
roan,  who  had  on  aged  mother,  scarcely  able  to  crawl  out 
of  her  hut»  and  who  was  almost  in  a  state  of  complete  star- 
vation. His  young  wife  had  just  brought  him  an  addition  to 
his  family,  and  she  was  then  pining  with  want.  A  few  rashers 
from  the  ribs  of  a  seal,  would,  it  was  alleged,  greatly  revive 
her;  at  the  same  time, she  was  not  very  particular  whether  they 
were  raw  or  cfxiked.     It  may  be,  thai   the   constiuuion  of  an 
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Esquimaux  woman  is  formed  in  a  different  model  to  Ihai  or 
European;  bat,  at  all  events,  although  it  could  not  be  expected 
the  tatter,  that  she  should  deport  herself  with  all  the  mascuHi 
strength  of  the  former,  yet  perhaps  were  she  to  emancipate  hft] 
self  from  many  of  those  elTerninaeies  and  puerilities,  wM 
custom  may  have  sanctioned,  but  which  reason  and  nature  cod 
demn,  there  is  very  little  doubt,  but  that  herself,  and  her  ol 
spring"  would  be  considerable  gainers  by  the  change. 

The  required  relief  to  the  aged  mother  and  the  lyiDg-mltdl] 
was  granted,  the  latter  of  whom  became,  for  the  Iwooribiei 
following  days,  a  kind  of  daily  pensioner  upon  the  ship,  fcef 
husband  coming  regularly  for  the  rashers;  but  in  proportioo  hi 
she  recovered,  her  taste  appeared  also  to  undergo  a  variatiom.  foi 
towards  the  latter  part  of  the  husband's  visits,  the  preference 
was  given  to  the  slices  off  the  hinder  part  of  the  seal,  as  bebf 
more  substantial  and  strengthening. 

In  the  evening  the  six  pounder  was  fired,  and  two  rocketi  let 
off,  with  a  light  burning  aloft  during  the  whole  of  the  oiglil, 
Orders   were   issued   to  the  watch,  to  keep  a  good  took-out  (of 
Commander  James,  whose  arrival   was  as  likely  to  take  pines 
during  the  night  as  in  the  day  time;  for  there  was   no  comfort- 
able inn  where  he  could  repose  for  the  night,  nor  even  a  habit- 
ation  in   which   he   could  seek   for  shelter.     If  the  imagiDstiov 
were   to  employ   itself  in   fancying  a  scene  of  the  most  iili«r 
desolation  and  wretchedness  ;  a  more  appropriate  one,  perhapir 
could   not   be    selected,  than   an   individual  in   the  Mtuation  </ 
Commander    Ross,  travelling    in   the    darkness   of  night,   of«f 
trackless   deserts  of  snow,  exposed   to  all  the  violence  of  tk 
elements,  and  at  a  distance  from  all  support  or  assistance*    ft 
is  only  the  heart  trebly  steeled  with  resolution  and  coiirsg^* 
that  can  carry  a  man  tli rough  scenes   of  so  appalling  a  nnttirt; 
and  a  degree  of  compatriot  pride  rises  in  our   breast,  when  ^ 
think,  that  our  country   can   be  the  parent  of  such  m 
estranging   themselves,  from    all  the    comforts    and    hixuriCj 
civilized   tife,  devote   themselves   in  the  pursuit  of  know 
and  science,  to  the  severest  privations  and  sufferings,  to  vrh^ 
danger  appears  habitual,  and  fear  an  emotion, which  they  never  W'^ 
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pn   th^   9lh,    the  hurricane  returned   with   greater   vioIeQce 
han  QU  the  7  th,  and  so  great  was  its  force^  that  it  was  scarcely 
lossible  to  stand  on  the  deck^  wilhout  clinging  to  some  object 
prevent   being  blown  over-board  ;  the  rocket  was  attempted 
be  let  off  at  the  regulated  hour,  but  it  was  blown  right  off 
^e  ship,   without  ascending  higher  than  the  top  of  the  main- 
fH^sU     The   weather  moderated   a    little   on  the    10th,  and  th*^ 
few   resumed    the    labor   of  unbankiug    the   ship,  which    was 
pund  to  be  a  task  not   so  easy  of  execution ;  as  the  snow,  from 
ts  exposure  to  the  frost  during  the  whole  of  the  winter,  bad 
ssumed  a  hardness,  which  rendered  the  cutting  of  it  similar 
tbrtt    of  cutting   stone.     Three    Csquimaux    came  from   the 
iorth;  and,    at  thirty  minutes    after  five.    Commander  James 
eturned  in  safely,  with  the  whole  of  his  party,  Alwak,  being  his 
xant  courier,   to  announce  his  approach.     They  brought  with 
ihem  some  salmon,  and  the  entrails  of  rein-deer,  the  former  of 
bieh  were  caught  on  the  preceding  August,  and  had  since 
ihat  time   been   buried   under   rocks,  with  several  feet  of  snow 
pn  the  top  of  them;  they  also  brought  with  them  three  canoes, 
pneuf  which  was  purchased  by  Capt.  Ross.      It  was  the  intention 
if  Commander  Ros«  to  have  continued   his  researches,  but  his 
>rovi«ions  fell  short,  owing  in  some  degree  to  the  extraordinary 
flutlony  of  his  Esquimaux  friends;  and  when  he  arrived  at  the 
ihtp,  he  had  not  tasted  any  food  for  twelve  hours,     A   lump  of 
seal   weighing  about   rztbs.,  was  put   into  the  oveu   for    the 
two  Esquimaux,  but  so  greedy   were  they  after  food,  that  they 
would  not  wait  until   it  was   thoroughly  done»  but  became  so 
mportunate  to  the  couk  to   take   it  out  of  the  oveni  that  he  at 
^ast  consented ;  and    perhaps    a    more    complete    exhibition  of 
savage  rapacity,  was  never  before  witnessed. 

The  distance,  which  Commander  Ross  travelled  on  this  ocoa* 
inna  was  about  70  mites  in  a  S,S.W.  direction,  but  not  the 
slightest  indication  of  a  passage  presented  itself.  He  crossed 
a  number  of  very  large  lakes,  which,  according  to  the  report 
of  the  Esquimaux,  abound  with  salmon  of  a  very  line  kind  ;  and 
it  is  to  these  lakes,  that  they  repair  in  the  summer  months,  for 
the  express  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  satmon-fishery^  which 
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iH  their  principal  maiDlenancc  during  Uiat  iitoe,  and  the  residu) 
ihey  bury  in  the  snow,  as  a  provision  for  the  cosuing  year 
large  herd    of  rein-deer  were  seen,  t*teering  their  course  lo  ih 
northward,  but  they  never  came  within  the  range  of  Commaadi 
Ross'  shot. 

A  singular  circumstance,  however,  came  to  the  kDowledgo 
that  officer,  during  tliis  excursion;  viz:  that  during  the  con^^rei 
of  tlio  Esquimaux  at  Nichilli,  they  are  annually  visited  hy  mii 
white  people,  who  come  from  the  westward;  and  from  the  di 
scription  given  of  tliemi  Commander  Ross  supposed  them  to  bf 
family  of  Russians  or  Danes.  Their  %vowed  object,  in  payi: 
this  visit,  was  to  traffic  with  the  natives  for  seal  skins  and  Hfi 
rus  teeth ;  but  as  to  their  permanent  place  of  abode^  or  by  wl 
means  or  conveyance  they  were  enabled  to  reach  the  counlrv 
the  Esquimaux,  was  a  problem,  which  could  not  be  solved, 
was,  however,  a  circumstance  on  the  whole,  to  which  Coi 
niander  Ross  attached  a  considerable  degree  of  importance 
should  he  be  so  fortunate  as  to  fall  in  with  those  people,  soi 
positive  information  might  be  obtained  from  the  ml  re  I  all  te 
the  adjacent  coasts,  which  might  direct  him  in  future  as  to  t 
course  which  he  had  to  steer,  and  solve  all  his  doubts  as  i 
the  esrislence  of  an  open  sea  to  tho  we?»tward  If  the«e  wi 
ing  merchants  belonged  to  the  Russians*  little  doubt  then  eadi 
that  they  had  arrived  at  the  Esquimaux  country  by  the  paj 
4]f  Behring^8  Straits,  and  then  by  the  Great  Bear  and  the  Gi 
Slave  Lakes,  to  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Esquimaux  at  Nidi 
There  was,  however,  one  circumstance  which  went  to  invaflj 
that  opinion  ;  which  was,  that  in  no  part  of  either  of  the  jeuni 
of  Capt.  Franklin,  does  he  make  any  mention  of  any  part  of 
country  through  which  he  passed,  being  visited  by  any  Dd 
or  Russian  merchants;  nor  was  any  information  elicited fr« 
{ndiaus,  which  could  warrant  the  conclusion,  that  any  al 
their  country  had  ever  been  visited  by  a  people^  who  Bn$M 
to  the  character  of  those,  which  had  been  described  to  fli 
mander  Ross*  The  conjecture  was  in  some  degree  phoA 
tliat  they  might  belong  to  one  of  the  Anglo- Russian  settletoii 
situated   to  the  eastward  of  Behrings  Straits^  but  a  stroojt^ 
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jeclioii  etiKted  lo  thn  truth  of  thiit  cnnjftcture,  on  account  of  the 
great  distance  cf  NichUll  to  the  nearest  of  tlie  Russian  settle- 
ments, and  the  consequent  irapraclicability  of  transporting  their 
sceumuiated  merchandize  to  so  gfreat  a  distance,  over  a  country 
abounding  in  natural  obstacles^  and  where  the  means  of  trans- 
portation could  only  have  been  acquired  by  a  combination  of  hu- 
man effort,  which  could  not  be  supposed  to  exist  in  so  desert  and 
uninhabited  a  country.  It  was,  however,  a  subject  which  par- 
ticularly engrossed  the  attention  of  Commander  Ross  ;  and, 
nhould,  on  the  breaking  up  of  the  weather,  and  the  liberation  of 
the  Victory  from  her  present  imprisonment,  no  immediate  pro- 
^TOCt  present  itself  of  effecting  a  passage  to  the  westward,  it 
Bras  his  determination  to  repair  to  Nickilliy  where  he  had  every 
hope  of  obtaining  the  information,  of  which  he  was  so  much  io 
want 

Amongst  the  natives,  who  visited  the  ship  on  the  10th,  was  a 
woman,  who  had  suffered  so  severely  by  the  frost,  that  her  heels 
were  completely  bitten  off,  which  obliged  her  to  walk  on  her 
toes;  in  fact,  her  whole  feel  were  a  piece  of  deformity,  but 
nevertheless  she  contrived  to  keep  up  with  her  companions,  on 
ibeir  different  excursions,  nor  was  she  ever  known  to  complain 
of  fatigue. 

Ooblooratak  and  Alwak,  the  tw^o  companions  of  Commander 
Ross,  remained  on  hoard  duriog  the  whole  of  the  night ;  but  nnt- 
withstanding  the  great  fatigue,  which  they  had  undergone,  the 
latter  felt  no  great  disposition  to  sleep,  and  he  therefore  thought* 
that  it  was  most  rndc  and  unpolile  in  his  companion,  seeing  that 
be  could  not  hold  any  conversation  with  the  people  on  board,  to 
leave  him  to  amuse  himself  with  Ids  own  thoughts,  which,  as 
being  engendered  in  the  mind  of  an  Esquimaux,  could  not  be 
mipposed  to  be  of  the  most  refined  and  elevated  cast.  Oobloo- 
raiaJt,  therefore,  no  sooner  rolled  himself  up  to  take  a  senik,  than 
he  received  a  most  ungracious  thrust  in  his  side  from  the  elbow 
of  hi«  more  vigilant  companion,  which  appeared  at  first,  however, 
lo  have  no  more  effect  upon  him,  than  if  it  had  been  applied  to 
the  frozen  body  of  a  seal.  The  visitation, however,  came  at  last 
to  frequently,  that  the  wrath  oWoblooraiak  was  at  length  aroused. 
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and  tbo  sailors  fdr  thi?  firit  time  had  a  specimeii  of  tbe  pugiiii 
KktU  of  the  Esquimaux,  It,  however,  did  not  consist  in  inflidi 
any  puniphment  on  the  face  or  body,  by  the  viBitation  of  the  fii( 
but  in  the  quantity  nf  hair,  which  cnuld  he  pulled  from  the 
and  severe  indeed  was  the  shaking,  which  the  head  of  Al\ 
received  from  his  more  powerful  and  muscular  antagonist* 
became  at  last  a  question,  whether  any  hair  would  hare 
left  on  the  head  of  Alwak,  if  the  sailors  had  not  interfered,  ai 
put  an  end  to  the  contest,  by  removing'  the  assailant  to  anotbi 
berth,  where  he  could  enjoy  his  repose,  without  the  risk  of  r> 
ceiving  any  further  annoyance. 

Whatever  their  animosity  might  have  been  durtU]^  thep«ri< 
of  the  conflict,  it  appearetl  to  have  wholly  subsided  on  the  fill 
Sowing  morning,  as  they  sat  at  their  breakfast  of  baked  seal; 
80  IfUlc  malice  did  Ooblootaiak  seem  to  entertain  towardi 
companion,  who  had  so  mischievously  and  viciously  alteroplM 
to  deprive  him  of  his  sleep,  that  with  the  greatest  good 
he  offered  him  the  choicest  cuts  from  the  joint,  at  the  same  liffli 
helping  him  to  tho  greater  half  of  the  viands,  that  w^ere  stnoliicf 
before  them.  Their  repast  being  over,  they  were  suiniiMl»9i 
into  the  cabin^  where  each  of  them  received  a  file  from  Com- 
mander Ross ;  and  he  took  this  opportunity  of  hinting  to  Al^^ 
that  if  he  felt  no  objection  to  remain  on  board  the  Viclort, 
one  of  its  inmates,  and  accompany  him  to  his  own  couuiry. 
might  then  remain,  and  every  thing  should  be  done  to  reach! 
him  comfortable   and   happy. 

This  offer  came  so  unexpectedly  upon  Alwak,  that  he  scaieii]! 
knew  what  answer  to  give.  There  was  something  so  sopifH* 
in  this  young  man,  to  any  of  the  others,  who  had  been  tak^n 
board  tho  Victory,  with  the  view  of  humanizing  them,  thatflfl 
Capt.  Ross  imbibed  a  partiality  for  him,  and  Alwak  uiti 
agreed,  that  he  should  be  allowed  to  take  two  seniks  before 
gave  his  decided  answer;  and  taking  a  friendly  leave  of  *k* 
officers  and  crew,  ho  set  off  to  jom  his  tribe. 

There  is,  however,  one  passion  prevalent  in  the  world, 
has  created  more  mischief,  defeated   more  plans,  and  beisA 
cause  of  greater  changes  in  every  relation  of  life,  tliao  tU^ 
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oth^?   pamons  comhmed.  lo  whicli   the  an i ma  I  man  is  subject . 
U  must   bo  alloweil,    that  climale    has  somelhiug-   to  do  in  the 
ir^neraiion  of  it^  and  consequently,  that  it  glow«  with   greater 
intensity  under  avi  Italian  8ky^  than  under  a  Siberian  one.     Now 
II  appears,  that  Aluak  wag  jtist  of  that  ago  when  this  extraordi- 
nary passion   beg'ins    to  show    itself  amongst  the    youths  and 
maidens  of  the  Esquimaux  people,  although  it   frequently  hap- 
pens, that  no  object  is   to  be  found,  which  can  call  that  passion 
into  action;  and  a^  reciprocity  is  an  essential  feature  of  its  exist- 
ence, il  sometimes  dies  away,  on  either  side,  without  producing 
any  of  those    effects,   which  so  particularly   distinguish   it    in 
other  countries.     It  is  said,  and  really  believed  by  some  simple- 
tons, that  there  are  two  places,  in  which  this  passion  never  dis- 
plays  itself,  and  those  are.  a  monastery  and  a  nunnery  ;  we,  how- 
ever, know  from  experience,  that  although  it  may  be  convenient 
^br  the  inmates  of  ihoiie  es(ahlishments,  to  impress  such  a  belief 
Hpon    the    bigoted,   credulous   catholics;    they    may,    in    some 
Hiepects^  he  considered  as  the  very  hot -beds  of  the  passion ,  and 
Hbat  the  effects  of  it  as  regularly  exhibit  themselves,  as   in  an 
Brish  village.     If,  however,  tlie  grneration  of  that  passion  is  in 
^Be  least  dependent  upon  the  temperature  of  the  air,  (and  it  in 
^plowed   to  be  so*  by   all   thosej  who  have  deeply  studied  the 
wibject,)  it  must  be  admitted,  that  an  Esquimaux  hut  is  the  very 
^bst   place  that   a    connoisseur,  or   more    properly  speaking   an 
^mnateur^  would  look  for  a  display  of  it.     It  happened,  however, 
^■lat  in  th«   hut  contiguous  to  that,  which  was  the  domicile  of 
^llwak,  lived  the  fair  damsel  Narluwarga,  then  at  the  blooming 
^ge  of  sixteen,  but  whom  Alwak  had  chosen  as  his  wife,  at  the 
Hto  of  four,  when  he  first  beheld  her  infant  feet  making  their 
Hnpression  on   the  snow   new  fallen  :  and   the   {Treat  difference 
Hptween  an  Esquimaux  and  a  Kuropean,  in  an  affair  of  this  sort, 
Bjl»  tliat  the  funuer  has  the  means  always  at  hand,  of  discover- 
Hpg  before  marriage,  whether  his  future  spouse  has  any  preten- 
■ions  to  the  character  of  a  shrew  or  a  termagant;  and  the  latter, 
Hufortunately  for  him*  has  no  means  of  effecting  that  discovery, 
Hutil  all  that  is  left  for  him,  is,  to  submit  himself  quietly  to  the 
Hvil,  until  death  kindly  steps  in  to  relieve  him  from  it. 
K  17  39  ^ 
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On  the  ;irri\al  of  Aluak  fforn  iho  Victory,  great  was  the  jay 
q{  Narluivarga,  on  ajsj-ain  behahlins;"  her  l*etrothed  husb&od;  bf, 
showed  her  the  file»  which  had  been  gfiven  to  him,  and  he  aluo^ 
showed  her  a  small  bar  of  iron,  which  had  not  been  given  to  him* 
but  which,  by  some  means,  that  out  of  reeptfct  to  his  character 
^haU  not  be  mentioned,  bad  found  its  way  into  his  trousers;  and 
greatly  delighted  was  Narluwargaf  with  the  riches  that  her 
intended  spouse  had  so  unexpectedly  come  into  possession  of. 

Narluwarga  was  not  like  Sterne's  Maria,  of  the  finest  ordef, 
of  fine  forms;  for  like  the  shrubs  and  flowers  of  her  country,  her, 
stature  was  stinted  and  dwarfish;  and  whatever  sweetness  tha 
possessed,  which  nature  had  been  pleased,  in  one  of  her  mott 
niggardly  humours,  to  bestow  upon  her,  had,  in  the  TeriGcatioct 
of  the  poet  s  words,  been  literally  wasted  on  the  desert  air, 
Beauty  is  indeed  an  ideal  thing,  the  wayward  child  of  a  vagrant 
fancy,  shifting  like  the  over-varying  cloud,  and  equally  as  fleet- 
ing and  evanescent  ;  admitting,  therefore,  our  ignorance  of  tbt 
standard  of  beauty,  as  acknowledged  by  the  Esquimau]:  judges, 
it  might  happen,  that  although  Narluwarga  could  not  have  oo 
joyed  the  pre-eminence,  of  being  the  reigning  toast  in  tha 
latitude  of  London,  she  still  might  be  in  the  eyes  of  Alwak,  all 
that  the  eye  can  h>ok  for,  or  tlie  heart  wish  for,  in  woman. 

It  appeufii,  that  the  Esquimaux  are  subject  to  the  same  accidenU 
and  casualties  in  life,  as  the  natives  of  more  favored  regions,  and 
that  with  them  the  transition  from  joy  to  misery  is  sometimes  aa 
sudden,  as  the  climate  in  which  they  live,  is  from  storm  to  suii« 
ishine.  Scarcely  had  the  blo^^h  of  joy  mantled  over  the  cheek  o( 
Narluwarga  on  the  return  of  her  betrothed  to  his  home,  than  tha 
paleness  of  despair  broke  through  the  oily  smearment  on  hercoitm 
tenance,  when  the  offer  was  pronounced,  by  AlwaK  of  conveying 
him  to  tlie  country  of  the  Kabloonas,  by  which  it  was  clear  tohafr^ 
that  **he  ran  the  risk  of  ever  becoming  a  wife — at  least  not  iht; 
wife  of  her  betrothed  Alwak,  The  moans  and  sighs  of  the  unbap- 
py  girl,  sounded  throughout  the  night  in  her  now  miaernblo  hop^; 
and  they  would  doubtless  have  penetrated  to  the  oars  of  Jlvai* 
had  the  snow  been  of  that  porous  nature,  as  to  admit  uf  iM' 
passage  through  it;  but  the  rays  of  the  sun  had  no  aootier  p\i^ 


tfi^'jag'^ed  ^mm'tts  of  her  nativo  hf!ls,  rfian  she  was  seen  bond- 
ing in  lire  attitude  of  the  deepest  Rotrow,  at  the  entrance  of  the 
}iut  of  Aiu:ak\  and  another  proof  was  giveo,  that  they  are  in 
errorj  who  declare  that  steam  is  the  most  powerful  agent,  that  is 
known  «>n  earth ;  for  the<*o  is  one^  in  whatever  elime,  or  by  what- 
ever people  it  may  be  exercised,  that  is  superior  to  it — and  that 
is  a  woman's  tears^  Fast  they  fell  down  the  cheeks  of  Narlu^ 
warga,  and  her  nose  came  in  contact  with  that  of  Alwak.  Anneel 
yanga,  (shall  I  go »)  exclaimed ^/ii?aft.  Nakka/  Nakka.'  Ossat- 
saree  Alxcak,  (Nol  not  beloved  Alwak\)  answered  Narliiwarga, 
Owanee  Anneel  yanga,  said  Atwak,  (shall  I  go  far  off?)  Tokoo- 
woke!  (Die  I  shall  I)  cried  Narluwarga  /  and  iheir  noses  again 
met  each  other  in  affectionate  friction,  The  die  of  Alwak  was 
east,  and  so  was  ih&t  of  ^'^arluwarga ;  a  woman's  tears  had  again 
determined  the  destiny  of  a  human  being,  &nd  on  a  single  mo- 
ment depended  the  brightness,  or  the  darkness,  of  the  warp  and 
woof  of  tlie  web  of  his  future  happiness. 

In  the  mean  time  so  sanguine  were  the  officers  of  the  Victory. 
in  the  acceptation  of  the  offer  made  to  ^iwak,  that  orders  had 
been  actually  given  to  prepare  a  berth  fi>r  him-,  for,  even  if  he 
were  able  to  withstand  the  dazzling  splendour  of  the  offer,  and 
all  the  inestimable  advantages,  which  were  held  out  to  him, 
or  likely  to  accrue,  on  being  admitted  into  the  society  and 
feltowship  of  civilized  beings,  yet  it  was  supposed,  that  the 
great  attachment,  which  he  professed  to  entertain  towards  Com- 
mander Ross,  would  probably  overcome  every  other  considera* 
ii on ;  such  as  the  love  of  country,  of  kindred,  of  native  habits 
and  native  customs,  and  other  such  umialile  feelings,  stigmatized 
as  weaknesses  by  the  philosopher  and  the  stole  ;  but  they  hacl 
not  taken  it  into  their  account,  that  the  passion  of  lave  can  warm 
the  breast  of  the  seal-clad  Esquimaux,  as  well  as  the  voluptuous 
Andalustan  ;  and  above  all,  they  could  not  suspect,  frfim  the  ge- 
neral conduct  of  Alwakf  from  liis  continual  gaiety  and  light- 
heartedness — that  his  was  a  breast,  which  had  ever  succumbed 
to  the  power  of  love. 

Great  was,  therefore,  the  surprise  of  the  assembled  officers* 
when,  on  thi>  fullovvingday,  as  they  were  seated  in   iheir  cahu\ 
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the  arrival  of  ^4lwak  was  announced,  who,  they  couhl  not  stappii 
was  come  for  any  other  purpose,  than  to  cnlUt  himself  irt  llil 
marine  corps  of  the  Victory,  When,  however,  the  information 
was  conveyed  to  ihem,  that  he  declined  the  tempting^  oflerii,  thai 
had  been  made  to  hiiHt  he  was  characterized  as  one  of  iho*©  indi- 
viduals,  who  are  wilfully  blind  to  their  own  interests,  and  will  not 
*iccept  of  the  good  gifts  of  Fortune,  when  it  has  pleaded  her  t(> 
throw  them  in  their  way  ;  but  when  it  was  proclaimed,  that  tiw 
reason  of  his  non-acceptance  was  the  urgent  entreaties,  the  tear«i 
and  the  sobs  of  a  love-sick  damsel,  to  whom  he  was  shortly  to  I 
married — A  fool !  a  fool !  a  nnotley  fool  \  exclaimed  the  wholi 
assembly ;  and  Alwak  was  sent  back  to  his  hut,  and  his  'Nartm 
warga,  to  console  himself  io  her  tender  embraces,  for  the  hv^ 
all  the  ^reat  and  manifold  advantages,  which  he  would  JMit 
derived  from   his  civilization 

With  the  return  of  the  spring,  the  country  began  to  assuSil 
new  appearance ;  and  Komething  of  a  romantic  character  wa 
given  to  it,  by  the  various  parties  of  Esquimaux,  who  were 
at  a  distance,  directino^  their  route  southwardly  from  the  station 
which  they  had  occupied  during  the  winter.  It  is,  however.il 
general^  direct  want  that  impels  these  nomadian  tribes  lo  v^jitt^ 
der  to  otiier  countries  ;  for,  having  exhausted  their  stock  of  pro- 
visions,  and  the  seals  having  also  migrated  to  oilier  quarters,  tb« 
are  by  necessity  forced  lo  return  to  those  particular  places,  whlcfl 
they  had  frequenled  in  the  preceding  summer,  and  where  tiira 
were  certain  to  find  a  supply  of  provisions,  which  they  \mM 
buried  under  the  snow;  and  so  keen  is  their  instinct  in  directtnjl 
their  course  to  the  exact  f^pots  where  their  treasures  He  buriofl 
that  they  might  be  almost  supposed  to  possess  the  exquisite  sc^fl 
of  the  dog,  80  unerring  is  the  course  which  they  puri^ue.  KarM 
on  the  morning  of  the  I'lth,  one  of  those  tribes  was  seen  direetinfl 
their  march  from  the  tiurihward  to  the  southwest,  hi  search  (M 
rein-deer;  but,  although  they  were  in  sigbt  of  the  ship,  th« 
held  on  their  course,  as  if  disdaining  to  notice  it,  or  l4i  tfoubfl 
themselves  about  those,  who  were  in  it*  1 

In  the  last  excursion,   which  Conmiaiider  Ross  took,   he  f(*fl 
bunself  often  in  the  greatest  dilemma,   on  atcouot   ofibetM 
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^kibility  of  crossing  the  narrow  streams  and  inlets,  which  ob- 
^Bcted  hiiD  in  bis  progress^  and  which  often  oblig^ed  him  to 
^viaie  from  the  tracks  which  he  had  pointed  out  fur  himself;  | 
^kehy  not  only  losing  a  great  deal  of  valuable  time«  but 
^mally  defeating  the  object  of  his  excursion  altogether.  It 
^k^  therefore,  his  principal  business,  on  his  return  to  the  Victory, 
H|et  the  carpenter  to  work  to  construct  a  travoHing  boat  of  8a 
^Bit  a  make,  as  to  be  lit  to  be  carried  on  a  sledge,  and  launched^ 
Hthe  occasion  might  require. 

^pl^^hilst  the  carpenter  was  employed  in  the  building  of  the 
^m«  the  engineer  was  set  to  work  to  knock  the  cylinders  iif  the 
Hioi  engin*^  to  pieces,  for  the  purpose  of  making  lee  boards  for 
^B  ship,  which  it  was  supposed  would  be  found  of  essential  use 
^■tlie  navigation  of  the  vessel,  when  close  in  shore,  or  in  the 
H^w  straits  between  the  many  islandsy  which  lay  directly  in 
Imir  course  to  tbe  westward* 

On  the  13thy  the  wind  came  on  to  blow  hard  from  the  north  east, 

accompanied  with  sleet;  as  a  natural  occurrence,  however,  Httlo 

H|ice  was  paid  to  it,  the  attention  of  the  crew  being  cal  led  to  a 

llrcumstance  of  a  more  important  nature,  and  which  certainly  in* 

terested  them  more  at  that  time^than  if  the  wind  Had  blown  from 

nil  the  tHo-and-tnirty  points  of  the  compass  at  the  same  moment. 

This  memorable  event  was  a  sudden  order  issued  by  Capl*  Ross, 

t)iat  the  school  from  that  day  was  to  be  discontinued.     The  mo- 

tiTe  for  this  most  unexpected  order,  was  canvassed  with  much 

gravity,  in  the  diflerent   berths  of  tlie  sailors,  and  various  were 

the  conjectures  and  surmises,  which   were  circulated  upon  the 

rasion.     By  some    it  was  tunjectured,  that  the   order  did   not 

ilically  mean  a  discontinuance  or  a  breaking  up  of  the  school, 

merely  a  suspensiont  on  the  principle,  that  every  school  has 

vacation ;  and  as  the  labours  of  the  preceptors  had  now  b^  en 

tinued  unremittingly  for  six  mouths,  it  was  time  tliai  soma 

relaxation  should  bo  allowed  tliein;  and  as  Easter  was  near 

Wnd>  the  suspension  of  the  school  was  to   he  considered  as 

Easter  holidays.     When,  however,  it.  was  awcertaiood,   ilmt 

order  extended   to  the  actual  dissolution  uf  the  school,  a  prii 

tJKamiDation    took  place^  of  the  proiieiency,  \vhith  the  t>cha4 
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h^d  made  in  tlie  respective  branche!%  of  ieamiii^ ;  and  wli^llil 
it  wa^  their  perfection,  which  rendered  it  unneccessary  ta  «^« 
tinue  the  scholaf^tic  duties  atiy  longer.  This  was«  bow«veft 
gubject  of  a  very  delicate  nature,  for  it  went  to  expose  mrUi 
individualB  to  an  examination,  which  could  not  be  very  a^roi 
able  to  them»aad  the  exact  result  of  which  it  was  not  difficfl 
for  them  to  foretell*  This  examination,  however,  in  conseqoeM 
of  some  able  iiianoBUvres  practi^ted  by  the  interested  parties,  w 
never  entered  into;  and  after  tacking  in  every  direction,  tt)  ditf 
cover  the  real  cause,  it  was  determined,  that  the  case  had  oot 
two  sides,  from  which  it  could  be  reg^arded  ;  the  first  of  whv 
was,  that  the  preceplora  had  made  the  discovery,  that  they  wt« 
incompetent  to  teach  ,  and  the  second  was,  that  the  discoTef 
had  been  made,  that  the  pupils  were  too  stupid  to  learn ; — ^froi 
our  own  knowledge  we  are  disposed  to  lean  to  the  latter  vmm 
of  the  case;  although  actuated  by  a  genuine  spirit  of  liberalitjl 
we  are  bound  toconfesSp  that  if  a  field  will  not  produce  any  ctnpi^ 
the  fault  18  to  be  ascribed  to  the  ignorance  aud  incompeteocj 
of  those,  who  have  the  tillage  of  it ;  for  the  soi  I  may  be  it 
itself  naturally  good,  but  rendered  unproductive  by  nn  errotieoui 
system  af  management ;  on  the  other  hand,  there  are  some  soill 
that,  with  the  most  skilful  management,  still  retata  their  oa^ 
tural  barrenness;  perhaps  the  mental  soil  of  the  pupils  of 
Victory,  was  of  the  latter  description;  and  therefore  the  tiilail 
of  it  deemed  it  to  be  the  most  prudent  method,  to  give  themsel^ 
no  further  trouble  in  the  business^ 

In  a  former  part  of  this  work,  mention  was  made  of  a  sledgi 
that  was  purchased  of  the  natives,  by  Mr,  Light,  the  steward,  tl 
principal  materials  of  which  were  knowa  to  be  salmoii  IftpfHi 
over  each  other,  with  great  ingenuity;  and  whicii  Is  a  iii«lhMK 
frequently  adopted  by  the  natives,  of  conveying  their  storis 
salmon  to  their  different  stations;  as,  at  any  lime,  when  p 
for  food^  they  can  cut  up  a  sledge,  and  a  supply  is  imnediatehl 
obtained.  Tn  the  present  case,  the  sledge  had  been  left  eipo'^eA! 
to  the  influence  of  the  sun  ;  and  the  steward,  in  some  ineawrt 
forgetting  the  nature  of  the  materials  of  which  it  was  farif}^. 
or  not  perhaps  suspecting  that  any  change    in  the  salmon  eoiiM 
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be  efTected  by  ihe  heal  of  the  8nii>  had  omitted  to  pifythnt 
attenlion^  which  eomoion  prudoiiee  or  caution  should  havi* 
profupted  him  to  da«  An  accidental  circumstance,  however, 
led  him  to  the  examination  of  the  sledg*e,  ivhen  he  fomifl  it  faM 
faliiD^  lo  pieces;  for  the  salmon  had  been  gradually  subject  to 
the  proce^is  of  being  thawed  by  the  solar  power;  and  therefore, 
without  any  further  deliberation^  he  took  one  of  the  salmon,  and 
Imviog'  thorouj^hly  thawed  it^  it  was  produced  on  the  breakfast 
table;  and  although  there  were  some  rather  unpleasant  ai^snoia- 
lion^  stored  up  in  the  memory,  relative  to  a  trout,  and  a  certain 
|i«rt  of  a  musk  ok;  yet  it  was  generally  agreed  upon  by  all  who 
partook  of  the  salmon,  that  although  it  had  answered  many 
purposes,  of  which  they  were  conscious,  and  some  perhaps  ol 
which  they  were  happily  ignorant,  it  was  no  despicable  addition 

the  breakfast  table;  and  the  sledge,  in  consequence,  under 
went  a  regular  dissection,  by  which  a  supply  of  salmon  was 
procured,   which  furnished   many  a  hearty  meal^  both  for  the 
ofiicers  and  the  crew. 

On  the  14th,  several  Esquimaux  came  from  the  Bouth  oast, 
and  fishod  in  the  very  mouth  of  the  harbour,  where  the  Victory 
lay.  The  anglers  of  the  Thames  and  the  Lee,  would  do  well 
(to  take  a  lesson  of  patience  from  an  Esquimaux  fisherman,  for, 
squatting  himself  on  the  bank  of  his  fishing  place,  a  casual  ob- 
server would  take  him  for  some  nondescript  animal,  bereft  of  all 
motion  ;  f(»r  an  hour  to  him  is  not  an  hour  ill  spent,  if  in  that 
time  be  succeeds  in  catching  a  fish.  His  bait  is  generally  a  bit 
of  seal's  blubber  ;  but  he  has  not  the  delight  of  the  English 
angler,  in  watching  the  bobbing  of  his  float  on  the  nibble  of 
the  fish,  for  the  best  of  all   reasons,  that   he  never  condescends 

use  one ;  the  tug  of  the  fish  is  the  signal  of  his  caption,  when 
lie  manages  his  prey  with  a  coolness,  -which  is  very  seldom  ob- 

fable   in  an   English  angler.     The  Esquimaux  had   not  the 

test  idea  of  catching  fish  by  means  of  a  neti  tmtil  they  saw 

it  practised  by  the  crew  of  the  Victory  *,  but  it  was  an  advantage 

iboy  were  obliged  to  forego,  on  account  of  the  impossibility  of 

procuring  the  materials  necessary  for  the  formation  of  the  nets. 
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On  the  I7lh,  iwro  men  were  «ent  over  the  \c^  \a  entia  hfl 
ihe  purpose  of  mettsurin*^  the  thicknesji  of  the  ice,  thsVlpV 
it  had  been  exam*m<^d  on  ihe  commencement  of  the  wSater;  w 
it  was  found,  that  the  tee  Imd  inereaRerl  7  J  inotied  in  thickm 
which,  to  the  commander  of  the  expedition,  was  rallMf^'v^ 
rouraging  circumstaTice,  ftg  it  was  indicati%'e  of  the  tahnri 
delay,  that  awaited  him,  before  he  could  be  emancipat^ii  ft 
his  present  situation. 

Oft  the  same  day,  Commander  Ross  and  Blaokej  hciU  i^ 
plore  the  North  Bay,  and  to  find  the  huts  of  the   Km|iij 
the  former  was  a  matter  of  complete  disappointment,  for. 
from  the  result  presenting"  nny  favorable  circumstanceft^  il 
to  convince  Commander  Ross,  that  the  Victory  was  iji  oot 
the  many  bays,  with  which  that  part  of  the  country  waa 
seeted,  and  which   did  not  appear  to  ha?e  any  e 
with  a  westward  sea. 

Oil  the  18th,  being  Sunday,  the  service  of  the  day  had  scarct 
finished,  when  an  Esquimaux  brought  back  the  door  of  a  glulton 
trap,  which  his  brother  had  stolen ;  and  it  was  ascertained, 
in  this  instance,  the  homely  phrase,  of  the  biter   being  bi 
was  completely  verified.     It  was  not  the  value  nor  the  utility 
the  trap  door,  which  had  induced  the  Elsquimaux   to  sted  il 
hut  as  he   was  not  known  to  he  the  thief,  by  those  to  whon 
belonged »  it  was  his  intention  to  take  upon  himself  the  ehti 
of  an   honest  man,  and  to  restore  the  stolen  property,  with 
expectation  of  receiving  something  as  a  reward  for  hit  booiil) 
which  might  be  of  more  use  to  him  than  the  trap  door, 
communicated  this  plan  in  confidence  to  his  brother,  wbogi^ 
it  his  entire  approbation;  but  at  the  same  timt  be 
within  himself,  whether  it  would  not  be  the  act  of  «  brotb«r« 
relieve  him  from  the  trouble  of  taking  back  the  stolen  propM^ 
and,  as  the   case   was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  he 
possession  of  the  trap  door,  and  hurried  off  with  il  to  iboll 
Here  he  found,  however,  to  his  great  mortification,  thalbrf 
been    reckoning  without  his  host ;  for  the  parties,  to  wbodTi 
fitoien  property  was  restored,  expressed  themselves  mIMmI 
its  restoration  ;  but  as  to  any  reward^  it  was  directly  oppopit^ 
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limir  ifKide  nf  action^  to  reward  an  individuaJ  for  reBioring 
property,  which  he  bad  stolen;  the  Esquimaux  asserted,  tliat  he 
not  the  thief,  that,  however^  did  not  alter  the  merits  ot 
a>  the  property  had  been  stolen;  and  having  only  the  bare 
r€>rd  of  the  Esquim&ux,  that  he  was  not  the  thief»  he  was  ordered 
to  take  hia  departure  from  the  ship,  which  he  did  acccirdingly  ; 
secretly  determining  within  himself,  never  to  take  upon  himself 
•g^aini  the  character  of  a  restorer  of  stolen  properly,  without 
be  was  certain  of  being  rewarded  for  it. 

Although  the  Esquimaux,  who  had  established  themselves  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  the  ship,  had  so  conducted  themselves  as 
'•oC  to  give  any  particular  offence  to  the  crew  of  the  Victory, 
yet  their  society  in  the  immediate  neighbourhoodi  was  not 
to  b«  much  coveted,  for  an  extra  degree  of  vigilance  was  required 
to  be  observed,  and  every  article  obliged  to  be  carefully  stowed 
away»  which  was  likely  to  be  within  their  grasp  to  purloin.  It 
was,  therefore,  a  matter  of  great  satisfaction  to  Capt«  Ros«, 
when^  early  on  the  morning  of  the  19th,  an  unusual  bustle  wan 
observed  amongst  the  Esquimaux  huts  ;  and  in  the  course  of  three 
boars  he  obseryed,  that  they  were  totally  abandoned  ;  and  the 
former  inmates  with  their  dogs  and  sledges,  and  all  their  move* 
able  property,  were  seen  directing  their  cnur'^e  to  the  south  west. 
No  comptiments  passed  on  parting;  no  frothy  expressions  of 
Ibeir  high  consideration  for  each  other,  were  exchanged.  No 
tenrs  of  regret  were  shed;  no  declarations  of  their  unalterable 
*«tpect  and  esteem  ;  no  pledges  of  an  everlasting  affection,  passed 
between  a  single  individual  on  boardthe  Victory,  and  any  of  the 
lovely  maidens  of  the  tribe:  unlike  the  Jews,  when  they  were 
driven  out  of  Israel,  the  Esquimaux  did  not  think  their  former 
habitation  worthy  of  a  single  parting  look  ;  but  they  left  it  with 
all  its  desolations  around  it,  as  one  which  they  never  wished  nor 
exf»ecl»d  to  tee  again*  On  the  departure  of  the  natives,  their 
hula  were  Tisited  by  a  party  from  tiio  Victory ;  and  the  first 
idea«  which  struck  them,  was,  how  human  beings  could  accus 
toai  ibaoiaelves  to  live  in  such  a  state  of  the  most  utter  wretch^ 
ednesa,  or  in  what  particular,  life  could  by  them  he  considered 
as  a  blessing. 
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The  stench  iu  tho  interior  of  the  buts  was  «cftrcely  tn  'M 
borne;  ond  it  was  a  malter  of  wonder  to  many,  hovr  the  formet 
iQinates  could  have  escaped  those  iBaLadies,  which  are  the  coii* 
sequence  of  continually  inhaling  a  pestiferous  atmosphere.  In 
one  corner  of  the  hut  was  an  elevation  of  snow,  which  had  been 
the  bed  of  the  inhabitants,  and  it  was  made  lar^  in  proportion 
to  the  number  of  the  inmates*  In  the  hut,  which  had  been  oc- 
cupied   by   the  entire    family,  as   already  mentioned^  the  bed 

I  occupied  nearly  half  of  the  hut;  it  bein^  thence  evident,  tbal 
father,  mother,  son  and  daughter,  with  their  chitdreo^  bad  but 
one  resting  place  for  all,  the  bhow  above,  and  the  snow  below; 
and   yet,    if  their  hunger  could  be   satis&ed,  the  day  seemed  to 

I  pass  over  them,  without  bringing  with  it  any  of  the  cares  aod 
anxieties,  which  accompany  the  toil  and  drudgery  of  the  civi* 
lized    being.     The   &atisfactioii  of  their  animal   wants  appearfl 

I  to  be  the  only  object  of  their  life  ;  and  those    being  supplied, 
they  enjoy  the  repose  of  the  satisfied  animal,  and  awake  only  to 
mikke  the  best  of  their  resources,  whenever  their  appetite  preys  ' 
upon  tliem. 

An  accident  befel  one  of  the  men,  on  this  day,  who  fell  imo 
the  main  hold,  but  he  escaped  with  only  a  few  bruines. 

For  some  time,  some  secret  murmurs  had  been  beard  aoioiigst 
the  crew  relative  to  the  shortness  of  their  provisions;  for,  whibi 
the  table  of  tho  cabin  was  daily  supplied  with  all  the  daintits, 
which  the  ship  could  afford,  or  the  chase  could  supply  ;  the  crew 
were  put  upon  a  contracted  allowance;  at  the  same  time, 
that  the  stock  of  provisions  on  board,  did  not  require,  thai  any 
change  should  be  made  in  the  quantity  of  food  allotted  ta 
them,  V'  ding  that  there  was  not  likely  to  be  any  alteratioB 
made  to  their  allowance,  the  crew  made  a  formal  complaint,  OQ^ 
the  i9th ;  and  although  it  was  first  met  with  aometbing  lilM 
anger,  and  an  accusation  of  an  unfounded  ebarge«  yet^  oo  tiM 
crew  assuming  a  peremptory  tone,  it  was  judged  advisable  t»( 
accede  to  their  demand,  and  the  customary  allowance  wasal^ 
lotted  to  them.  On  this  subject,  the  conduct  of  Capt.  Ross  flaot 
with  the  reprehension  uf  those,  who,  in  other  respects,  weredif* 
posed  to  regard  his  general  conduct  with  indulgence  and  lenity* 
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Fhe  Momt  of  his  ship  were  yet  tkbundant;  and,  according  to  his 
omu  admission  before  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Coramon8, 
there  were  provisions  still  remaining^  on  Fury  Beach,  sufficient 
to  last  eleven  months,  and  which  he  could  make  available  for 
he  use  of  the  ship,  immediately  that  the  navigation  was  open, 
n  regard  to  the  reliance,  which  Capt.  Ross  placed  on  the  stores 
iFury  Beach,  there  is  one  part  of  his  evidence  before  the  com- 
tttee,  which  is  calculated  to  excite  great  surprise,  in  which 
e  distinctly  states^  that  he  should  not  have  been  justified  in 
lertaking  the  voyag-e,  if  he  had  not  known,  that  the  stores  of 
he  Fury  were  in  Prince  Regent's  Inlet.  Now,  above  four  years 
liad  elapsed  since  they  were  deposited  by  Capt,  Parry  on  the 
eh;  and  since  that  period,  no  information  had  ever  reached 
th j»  country,  of  that  place  having  been  visited  by  any  English 
vessel  ;  nor  was  it  likely  that  if  any  ship  had  visited  that  place, 
that  they  would  not  have  appropriated  to  their  own  use  some 
pari  of  the  stores,  if  not  the  whole  of  them*  Now,  we  rather 
puapect,  that  if  the  examination  had  been  followed  up,  by  asking 
Capt.  Ros8,  from  what  quarter  he  had  obtained  his  information, 
as  well  as  the  latest  date  of  such  intelligence,  it  would  have 
beea  a  difficult  task  for  him  to  have  hit  upon  a  satisfactory 
answer;  but  these  sort  of  questions  were  not  upon  the  list.  At 
all  events,  it  was  a  bold  undertaking  on  the  part  of  Capt.  Ross, 
not  to  designate  it  by  a  stronger  term,  to  sail  upon  an  expedition, 
on  the  chance  of  meeting  with  some  stores,  that  had  been  left 
four  years  previously*  on  a  beach  exposed  to  all  the  rigours  of  an 
arctic  winter ;  when,  although  his  informant,  whoever  he  mighi 
be^  had  apprised  him  of  their  being  still  in  existence  on  the 
beach,  still  he  had  forgotten,  at  the  same  time,  to  tell  him,  that 
tbey  were  in  such  a  stale  as  could  be  applied  to  the  maintenance 
of  his  crew.  The  cliances  were  against  him,  that  he  would  find 
la  single  article  fit  for  human  food  ;  and  yet  he  unequivocally 
atates,  that  he  would  not  have  undertaken  tlie  expedition,  if 
he  bad  not  known  that  the  stores  of  the  Fury  were  perfectly 
available  for  the  provisioning  of  his  ship. 

On  the  20th,  an  Esfjuimaux  came  to  the  ship,  bringing  a  seal, 
which  now  became  raiber  a  scarce  article,  and  he  was,  therefore, 
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received  veilh  all  llie  courti*«y,  which  i«  shown  U^  the  ijidiriiltm 
who  presents  himself  before  a  man  in  ofltoe,  with  a  hamp^ 
€onlainin;nr  a  hatmeh  of  ventAon ;  in  com|f»aftson  to  the  cluJpul^ 
who  brings  a  rabbit  danglmg  on  a  Rtring.  caught  perhapt 
the  very  preserve  belonging  lo  the  man,  to  whom  the  prei 
is  offered.  In  g^eneral,  the  valtie  of  a  seal  waa  astiinat^d 
half  a  dozen  nails,  or  two  Hsh-hooks  j  but  in  the  present  cai 
a  file  wa!^  given  for  it;  and  many  there  wero,  who  attempted 
fmtch  a  seal,  with  the  expectation  of  receiving  the  same  reman 

Although  some  disappointment  had  occurred,  in  the  rase 
Poolumiyook  nnd  Alwak,  in  inducing  them  to  becamo  candid 
fur  the  representation  of  the  Esquimaux  people^  in  the  coitntr 
of  the  Kahloonas\  yet  Commander  RosSi  not  daunted  by  hi 
previous  failure,  thought  that  he  perceived,  in  a  youth  of  th 
namo  of  Takkeelikkeeia,  certain  rudiments  and  talents,  whir 
would  juBt  (it  him  for  the  siliiation  of  his  guide,  and  attendml 
on  his  various  excursions;  and  Takkeelikketia  appeared  not 
euterlain  any  positive  objection  to  be  received  into  the  service 
Commander  Ross,  under  one  important  slipuliiiion,  which 
that)  on  no  occasion,  he  should  be  stinted  for  fcmd,  but  that 
should  be  at  atl  times  ready  for  him^  whenever  his  appetiU 
demanded  it.  Although  this  stipulation  might  have  been  dtifjf 
fulfilled,  as  long  as  Takkeelikkeeta  was  a  resident  on  board  ik^ 
ship,  yet,  on  an  expedition,  it  might  so  happen,  thai  no  im^aol 
were  at  band,  by  which  the  stipulation  could  be  fulfilled*  Q^ 
This  circumstance  being  explained  to  TahkeeUkhe^^ay  he  aftw^f 
to  accompany  Commander  Ross  on  an  expedition,  to  a  jrU* 
called  Shag^Twak,  where,  from  some  vague  information  rscMiil 
by  Capt,  Ross,  it  was  probable  that  some  knowledge  could  hi 
acquired,  of  the  state  of  tiie  country  to  the  westward  ;  especiiWf 
as  it  was  reported  to  be  visited  by  a  tribe  of  Esquimaux,  whon 
station,  during  the  summer,  vras  said  to  be  established  cj«i  ifcf 
shores  of  an  open  sea,  which  was  never  known  la  be 
during  the  depth  of  winter,  and  the  extent  of  which  had 
been  ascertained  by  any  of  the  tribe^ 

Accordingly,  on  the  !20th.  Commander  James   Ross, 
panted  by  Blankey  and  TakkePtikkeela,  set  out  on  their  ttf^ 
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ifjf^l'WUh  OD  umpW  ftupplj  of  orovisiosis;  bAYingnoeye  lo  tha  , 
filfllm<^t  of  tile  stipulation  with  tlie  joung  E^uimaux,  and  to  I 
guarf]  tigainfil  any  chance  of  want,  whioh  had  befallen  Coaizni&D- 
det  Ram  on  hi«  previous  excursion*  Unfortunately,  however,  for 
ihat  «*nterpr)sing'  oiiicer,  he  met  wilb  the  satne  impediment  to  his 
proi^es^on  this  occasion,  as  on  the  former  one ;  for,  not  having 
any  boat  with  him»  to  enable  him  to  cross  the  creeks  and  inletSi 
Home  of  which  were  so  far  thawed,  that  the  water  was  some 
depth  upon  the  ice,  he  found  it  aclualEy  impossible  to  reach  the 
p^are  of  his  destination;  but  not  willing  to  return  to  the  ship, 
without  Itnving^  enlarged  the  sphere  of  his  discovery,  as  far  aa 
lis  limited  means  would  allow  hitn«  he  changed  his  course  to 
ihe  southwest,  determined  to  push  his  inquiries  in  that  quarter, 
imtil  the  stock  of  his  provisions  was  so  far  consumed>as  to  obligt» 
aim  to  bend  his  course  homeward. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  2i)rd,  Commander  Rosa  returned, 
d (spirited  and  discouraged ;  not  a  gleam  of  ho[>e  had  shone  upon 
iim  during  his  absence,  to  lead  him  to  believe,  that  on  their 
mancipation,  they  would  be  able  *o  make  any  great  progress  to 
the  westward.  The  supposed  open  sea  to  the  westward  of  the 
i^trait  of  the  Hecla  and  Fury,  was  now  proved  to  be  built  entirely 
Upon  conjecture,  and  that  the  most  direct  obstacles  existed,  to 
the  prosecution  of  the  voyage  in  that  quarter ;  settling  thereby 
the  question  J  that  Capt.  Parry  pursued  a  wise  course,  in  deter* 
mining  to  return  to  Kngliind,  instead  of  forcing  his  ships  through 
the  strait  of  the  Hecla  and  Fury,  where  he  would  undoubtedly 
mve  been  wedged  in,  and  been  obliged  to  pass  another  winter 
mongst  those  inhospitable  regions.  The  strait  of  tlie  Hecla 
od  Fury  is,  after  all,  nothing  more  than  a  large  inlet ;  the  west* 
ward  extremity  bounded  by  the  land  which  joins  Melville  Pen- 
tisula  and  Cock  burn  Island,  so  describod  on  the  maps,  but  not 
b  established  by  any  indisputable  authority. 

The  'ZHrd,  was  the  anniversary  of  the  Victory  sailing  from 
Woolwich,  and  it  was  also  the  king  s  birth-day ;  for  the  news  ot 
ho  death  *)f  GeoTge  IV.  had  not  yet  reached  the  country  of  the 

quimaux*     For  ihe  purpose  of  celebrating  these  two  events 
lie  ship  was  dressed  out  in  all  her  colours,  a  salute  of  twanty* 
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one  guns  was  fired,  and  a  12:111  of  rum   was  served  out  lo  efti? 
of  the  crew,  to  drink  hi»  majesty's  health. 

Whilst  the  preparations  were  making'  for  firing  the  pirn 
Takkeelikkeeta  waa  standing-  on  the  deck,  clo^  to  the  mii 
hatchway,  and»  on  the  first  eKplosion,  coming  as  it  did  upoi 
him  unawares,  he  gave  a  jump,  as  high  as  the  weight  of  M 
habiliments  would  allow  him,  and  putting  his  hands  to  his  eirt 
ran  about  the  ship  in  the  utmost  fright  and  consternation,  Whei 
the  second  explosiou  came,  ignorant  of  the  laws  and  disciplii 
of  the  ship,  he  made  no  hesitation  to  betake  himself  down  th 
companion  hatchway,  and  bolted  straight  forwaro  into  the  cJbh 
where  Capt.  Ross  was  sitting  in  the  fufi  enjoyment  of  his  owi 
company,  which,  to  certain  persons,  is  the  most  disagreetKlii 
company  that  can  be  selected,  Capt,  Ross,  unused  to  md 
sudden  visitations,  in  a  place,  of  which  he  might  be  styled  tlis 
autocrat,  started^  as  if  an  apparition  had  come  suddenly  ujkhi 
him^  and  greeted  the  intruder  with  one  of  those  damnatory 
epithets,  which  form  a  part  of  the  education  of  a  sailor;  bi 
which,  although 

U  wna  spaken  In  the  tongue,  whleh  Shakespeare  Bpake, 

was  totally  incomprehensible  to  the  Esquimaux,  who,  seeiafi 
no  other  place  of  refuge  at  hand,  squatted  himself  under  ikt 
table,  his  hands  still  applied  to  his  ears,  and  the  utmost 
depicted  on  his  countenance.  Had  a  Polar  bear  taken  possesttiil 
of  the  cabin,  Capt»  Ross  could  not  have  shown  greater  indig- 
nation ;  and  in  no  measured  terms  abused  the  watch  for  allowicg, 
the  unmannerly  savage  to  intrude  upon  his  privacy  ;  but  iiwi 
a  day  of  rejoicing,  when  sorae  degree  of  relaxation  in  the  dt 
ciplineof  the  ship  was  allowed;  and,  on  the  intelligence 
conveyed  to  Commander  Ross,  of  the  place,  where  his  youa| 
ftoteg^  had  taken  refuge,  he  repaired  to  the  spot ;  but  it  wi^ 
some  time  before  the  commander  could  be  made  to  comprek(Bd 
the  cause,  which  had  driven  his  young  charge  to  takesriH 
in  a  place,  of  which  it  was  as  great  a  crime  to  violate  M  -iM 
as   of  the  dormitory   of    a  nun.     Tho  firing  had    <    a  i| 

twcnty-one  charges  of  gunpowder  had  been  wasted  in  raiiiiig 
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oke,  II rid  making  a  Doise  in  comrnomoratioti  of  the  btrth-day 
'  an  individual,  who,  at  that  very  lime  was  roUing  in  his  golden 
auf^aleum;  whose  Tices  and  debaucheries  have  rendered  his 
emory  infamous ;  whose  reckless  extravagiLnce  has  engendered 
I  the  hearts  of  an  impoverished  people,  a  hatred  of  royalty ;  and 
hose  name  has  gone  down  to  posterity^  as  the  synonym  of  lust 
bd  lieepiiousness. 
If,  however*  Takkeelikkeeta  had  been  informed  of  the  cause  of 
ooise,  which  had  lately  so  mueh  alarmed  him>  there  cannot 
)  a  doubt,  but  his  opinion  of  the  exoelleneies  of  civilization 
m\4  have*  been  greatly  enhanced ;  and,  that  his  determination 
ould  have  at  onf-e  been  fixed,  to  include  himself  amongst  so  ra- 
1  and  sensible  a  people;  whose  manner  of  expressing  their 
►y  consists  in  making  the  greatest  possible  noise  in  their 
>wer;  in  putting  a  few  dozen  uf  lighted  lamps  on  the  exterior 
their hou««es;  and  sending  up  into  the  air^  an  illimitable  num- 
f  of  spark)i  of  fire,  which  are  extinguished  as  fast  as  they  are 
reduced,  and  which  end  in  a  noise,  which  delights  the  fools, 
ftt  are  staring  at  it* 

By  degrees.  Commander  Ross  succeeded  in  allaying  the  fears 
Takkeelikkeeta  \  but  no  persuasion  could  induce  him  to  ap- 
toach  that  part  of  the  sliip,  where  the  gun  liad  been  fired  off. 
J  an  encouragement.  Commander  Ross  gave  him  a  file;  but  he 
sde  it  known,  that  he  wished  to  convey  it  to  his  parents,  pro* 
ising  to  return  after  two  seniks.  To  this,  Commander  Ross 
iaied  an  objection  ;  informing  him,  that  it  was  his  intention  to 
t  out  on  another  expedition  in  a  few  days,  when  his  services 
ould  be  required;  and   that  if  he  would    stop,  an  additional 

ent  would  be  given  to  him.  Takkeelikkeeta  appeared  to 
Squiesce"  in  this  proposal,  and  was  taken  into  the  steward's 
rth,  where  the  stipulation,  into  which  he  had  entered,  was  ful- 
led to  the  satisfaction  of  the  young  glutton,  who,  on  this 
^^ision,  showed  himself  by  no  means  inferior  to  any  of  his 
he,  in  the  general  elasticity  of  his  stomach. 
JDuring  the  remainder  of  the  day  Takkeelikkeeta  appeared  to 
perfectly  reconciled  to  his  situation ;  paying  rather  more  than 
Ufsmakiy  attention  to  the  proceedings  on  board  the  ship,  and 
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parlicularly  to  i\e  carpenter,  who  was  enipf oyed  in  otftkii! 
iravettlDg  boat.     Atniuo  o'clock  the  gtew^rd  sous^ht  Tot 
iikkeeia,  to  see  him  safe  in  his  berth,  ami  to^ive  him  hu  i 
meal,  but  he  was  nowhere  to   he  found.     He  harl 
vantage   of  the  darkness  to  steal  from   the  ship  ;  Iv  -  Mi 

lon^  and  stormy  ni^ht  was  before  htm,  and   with  tiuthii 
guide  him  in   his  way,  but  that  natural   instinct^  which  af 
to  be  innate  in  the  whole  tribe  of  the  Esquimaux.     It 
discovered,  that  he  had  not   been  watching  the  motions  l( 
carpenter,  without  some  premeditated  design,  fof  a  hammeP* 
a  number  of  nails  were  missing,  of  the  destination  of ' 
doubt   whatever   was   entertained.      Thus  three   atte 
failed  to  bring  an  Esquimaux  youth  within  the  pale  i 
tion,  in  all  of  which,  the  experimental  party  had  beenfn 
dupe  of  savage  ignorance  and  duplicity ;  and   tndtvid 
poRsessed    the  advantages  of   culture  and   education* 
the    subjects   of  the  low  cunning  and  depraved  artil 
most  unenlightened  of  their  species. 

On  the  24lh,  the  misfortune  occurred    of  the  lau 
completely  under  the  ice,  with   little   chance    of 
until  the  ice  completely  broke  up,  and  then  consiii 
was  run  of  its  being  staved  in,  by  the  extraordinary 
which  it  would  be  subject.    On  this  day,  the  carpenter 
parations  for  caulking  the  ship,  as  the  strainings  to  whicb  I 
been  exposed ,  had  opened  several  of  the  seams  to  a 
extent,  and  which,  if  not   timely  stopped,  might  be  oTl 
serious  consequence  to  them  in  their  future  voyage. 

A  great  number  of  Esquimaux  came  to  the  ship,  on  llii 
who  were  directing  their   course  to  NichiUK     As  this 
place,  which    it  was   expected  was  visited   by  S4>ii 
swering  to  the  character  of  the  Russians  or  the  _    i 
maoder  Ross  determined  to  accompany  them,  and  met* 
the  steward  was  ordered   to  put  up  a  stock  of  pmviirtri 
cient  to  last  for  ten  days. 

It  was  agreed,  that  Commander  Ross,  and  Abemrth; 
the  mates,  should  call  on  the  following  day  at  the  hoi 
Esquimaux,  who  had  stationed  themselvea  in  thi<  North 
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coiif^ol^t]  If)  nceotfipany  thetn  as  fur  oft  that  {^lace  ; 
ibsQfirc  from  tlic  ship  could  not  be  ul lowed  for  «n  ^real 
111  u(  lirnc,  as  the  e%cur8ion  of  Commander  RoRfi  would 
prahflibiy  occupy. 

Karly  on  tbe  U7th»  Commander  Ro§s  set  out»  but  on  his  arrival 
It  the  huts,  he  found  tbe  Esquimaux  very  Rulky,  and  little  in- 
cUii^d  to  admit  them  of  tbe  party;  tbis  ebullition  of  tbeir  tern* 

^r  wa«  Baid  to  b©  occasioned  by  a  particular  misfortune,  which 
befaUen  them;  for  so  great  was  their  belief  in  tbe  super- 
|K  '  7  mvers  of  Capt.  Ross,  on  account  of  some  mo^t  extraor. 
s,  wbicli  be  bad  performed  before  them,  that  they  in 
line  ruloiees  of  tbeir  credulity  veitly  believed,  that  be  had  it  in 
Ilia  power  to  avert  from  them  erery  calamity  and  misfortune ; 
mad,  that  as  one  bad  now  occurred  to  them  of  a  serious  nature^ 
ibey  ascribed  the  occurrence  to  no  other  person  than  to  Capt, 
Ros$>  on  the  principle,  that  if  an  individual  can  prevent  a  cala- 
inity«  and  omits  to  do  it,  be  is  as  responsible  for  tlie  conse* 
ijuences,  as  if  be  bad  committed  the  act  himself.     The  caloLmily 

bidi  had  given  rise  to  such  an  exhibition  of  ill  temper^  on  ih 
|iarior  the  Esquimaux,  was  the  fall  of  a  little  boy  from  a  preci- 
pice»  who>  was  almost  killed  on  the  spot;  and  as,  in  their  opi- 
Dion,  Capt.  Ross  could  have  prevented  this  misfortune,  if  he  liad 
mi  pleased,  they  considered  themselves  entitled  to  vent  the  full 
force  of  their  anger  and   indig^nation  upon  his  unoffending;  bead 
The  Esquimaux,  however*  seemed  disposed   not  only  to  exhibit 
the  ei£tent  of  their   ill  humor   to  Commander  Ross,  but  they  ap- 
peared actually  inclined  to  proceed  to  more  violent  measures;  in 
order,  however,  to  bring  them  to  their  senses,  Commander  Rosa 
and    Mr,  Mc'Diarmid    had   put  their  ^uns  to  their    shoulder*, 
when  a   female,  of  the  name  of  Kakeakenetr,  stopped  between 
them,  and^   gradually,  a  certain  degree  of  harmony  vras  estab- 
liahed.     It  was,  however,  in  some  measure  forluaate  for  all  par- 
tieci  that  Mr.  Mc'Diarmid    bad   accc^npanted  them,  as  be  priv^ 
^4M»di^    immediately  to  examine   the  boy,  that  had    fallen  froci 
Uie    precipice;  and  although  he  had  received  some  violent  cx^n^ 

istmis,  no  limb  Was  fractured.     At  a  distance,    however,  from 
lie    mcMlltinc^    ubiih     nii^ht    have  accelerated  the  cure  of  the 
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boy,  lie  could  only  apply  those  secondary  remedies,  which  W?ni 
within  his  power  ;  but  be  gave  the  parentRof  th^  boy  to  uiidef* 
stand,  that  liltlo  doubt  existed  of  his  ultimate  recovery.  Thii 
timely  interference^  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Mc'Diarniid,  wa«,  bow 
ever,  of  the  greatest  consequence  to  tlie  little  boy  ;  for  thege  m^; 
vage  creatures  entertaia  sucli  a  repugnance  to  be  troubled^  i 
any  of  their  hunting  oxpedilions,  with  the  ag^d,  the  iofirra^or  tboj 
sick,  that  rather  than  be  encumbered  with  them,  they  frequentlyi 
leave  them  behind,  to  endure  the  slow  attack  of  death,  wiib 
all  the  resignation,  which  they  can  summon  to  their  power .^ 
No  duubt  waB  entertained,  that  such  would  have  been  the  fwtiri 
of  the  little  boy;  fur,  beings  scarcely  able  to  move  a  limb,  h^  I 
would  havo  been  obliged  to  be  drag^god  along  in  a  sledge,  and 
this  was  a  labour  to  them  of  greater  consequence,  than  the 
mere  life  of  the  boy. 

It  was  the  firm  belief  of  the  Esquimaux,  that  Capt.  Ross  was 
an  Angekok,  or  conjuror  of  the  very  highest  character ;  and  it 
was  an  opinion^  which  lie  did  not  wish  to  eradicate  from  their 
minds,  for  it  acted  as  a  cheek  upon  their  thievish  propensities^ 
on  the  principle,  that,  by  bis  magical  powers,  he  could  immedi 
ately  di^over  the  thief,  and  trace  the  stolen  proj>erty  wherever 
it  was  concealed*  Fortune  had  indeed  fiivored  him,  in  many  of  i 
his  magical  tricks;  for,  in  several  instances,  when  the  Esqui 
maux  had  applied  to  him,  relative  to  the  caption  of  a  seal,  and 
he  had  given  them  instructions  to  repair  to  a  particular  spot, 
where  a  seal  was  in  wailing  fur  them  to  be  killed,  and  tlie  eventj 
actually  turned  nut,  as  he  had  predicted*  it  was  not  then  to  be 
wondered  at,  that  they  looked  upon  him  as  some  superiori 
being,  to  whom  ^ven  the  animals  themselves  owed  subjectioOi 
and  who  were  so  far  under  his  control,  that  he  could  by  his 
dale  bring  them  from  the  depths  of  the  ocean,  to  sacrifice  them* 
selves,  whenever  it  pleased  him  to  condemn  them.  By  cneaM 
of  his  magnifying  glasses,  he  had  impressed  the  belief  ori>^ 
miods  of  the  natives,  that  he  could  create  animals  n  thomuidi 
times  larger,  than  any  that  they  had  ever  seen  before ;  and, 
had  actually  produced  those  creatures  to  their  eyes,  tt  waiiih«< 
height  of  fully  in  theiii  to  disbelieve  their  senses,. or   to  dii^pini 
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right  o#  Capt.  Ros8  to  the  character  of  the  rao«t  mighty  An- 
^ok,  that  had  ever  appeared  amongst  them*  There  were 
Imo,  some  circumstancee  connected  with  the  profession  of  Mr. 

e^Diarmid,  (hat   tended  in  a  great  meaiure  to   convince  the 

ittveiiythat  a  person,  wha  pretended  to  have  the  decision  of  life 

od  death  in   his  liands,  must  be  also  something  of  a  suiierior 

ing;  for,  in  many  instances,  l!ic  natives  hud  been  cured  of  some 

Iff  ginaladiegj  and  wounds  by  his  skiU ;  and,  in  the  prej^sent 

"when  he  had  so  diisiinclly  stated,  that  tbe  boy  would  Hve^ 

opposition  to  ihe  general  opinion  amongst  themselves,  that 
is  death  was  inevitable,  such  extraordinary  knowledge,  they 
liought  could  only  proceed  from  some  puwer,  that  was  vested  in 
itn  by  some  great  spirit;  and,  therefore,  it  was  an  act  of  extreme 

lly  ill  them,  to  give  any  offence  to  beings  of  such  a  stamp,  im 

hose  will,  their  very  life  and  preservation  pcriuips  dependtd. 

The  present  interposition  of  Kakeakenew,  was  not,  however, 
verlookcd  by  Commander  Ross,  for,  as  it  was  perfectly  voluntary 
II  her  part,  and  proceeded  from  the  very  best  of  motives,  he 
ook  a  knife  from  his  pocket,  and  presented  it  to  her  ;  on  which 
joy  was  so  great,  that  it  required  all  the  strength  of  Com- 
jander  Ross,  to  prevent  him  tasting  tlie  enjoyment  of  being 
ooniffd  by  the  grateful  woman,  who  tried  every  manoeuvre  to 
ring  her  nose  into  affectionate  contact  with  that  of  the  bas^hful 

'ttitnander>  but  which    was  ultimately  defeated   by  him,  as  ho 

took  himself  off  to  his  sledge,  whither  the  amorous  lady  did 
at  think  proper  to  pursue  him. 

Reconciliation  having  been  effected  between  all  parties,  chiefly 
tirough  the  instruinentality  of  Kakeakennc,  the  party  set  out 
pon  their  expedition,  the  Esquimaux  being  the  guides,  Coni- 
lander  Ross  and  his  party  bringing  up  the  rear. 

During  the  ab.«-ence  of  Commander  Ross,  the  crow  on  board 
rer©  employed  in  tarions  ways;  some  propHring  the  different 
lings  that  might  l>c  rcq\iired  fur  travellinji;',  iks  the  neastm  was  now 
I  hand,  when  the  country  could  bo  explored  in  every  quarter. 
*be  carpenter  was  using  every  exertion  to  get  tlid  travelling  boat 
i»mpleted ;  whilst  the  engineer,  living  now  ab-^tilved  from  all  duty 
%k&  feteaui  engine,  except  knocking  to  pict-es  thuse  parts,  wtiich 
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might  be  occasionally  ii8^at^Wtf^t•<6  work  upoii  th^matitin^ 
ture  of  a  lea-pot.  The  weuiher  at  this  time  wa^  nneomcnortlJl 
severe,  for,  instead  of  partiiking'  of  the  g-enial  itiRuedce  of  tlil 
spring,  it  bore  all  the  appearance  of  the  inclemecicjr  of  th! 
winter* 

The  following  is  the  scale  of  the  Temperature  of  the  ex/eft(H 
Atmosphere,  for  the  month  of  ApTil\   1830^ 


Highest 

Lowest 

Higliost 

Lowest 

Higrhest 

Lowciil 

April 

Qdow 

Above 

Apnl 
12 

Bdow 

Above 

April 

Below 

AbcFTe 

! 

10 

5 

I'i 

23 

1 

17 

'I 

2 

12 

IS 

7 

St 

?1 

16 

Zeru. 

a 

16 

14 

14 

2 

M 

25 

16 

1 

4 

IS      1 

5 

15      1 

1 

n 

26 

12 

Zem. 

S 

7 

4 

16 

2 

4 

21 

' 

6 

6 

• 

0 

17 

Zcto. 

14 

28 

g 

1 

7 

5 

14 

18 

1 

10 

2iJ 

14 

2 

8 

4 

17 

13 

8 

12 

:J0 

9 

g 

9 

7 

1 

20 

14 

2oro. 

10 

15 

8 

21 

15 

I 

It 

] 

24 

32 

1 

16 

tu 

On  the  lit  of  May,  the  crew  were  employed  in  clearing  ^ 
snow  from  the  ships  side,  which  during  the  winter  had  a^^ 
mulaled  to  such  a  depth,  as  to  reach  nearly  to  the  gnnwalen  <*' 
the  vessel  ;  and  as  it  was  necessary  that  it  should  be  careene** 
thoroughly,  previously  to  proceeding  on  the  voyage,  nottf*^ 
ment  was  to  be  lost  in  removing  those  irapedimenw^  wb*** 
had  collected  round  the  ship,  and  which,  if  suffered  to  rt^ma^O' 
xni^ht  actually  endanger  the  very  safety  of  it. 
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Qfk  the  2oiA,  the  first  snow- bird  was  ^eeoi  winch  in  those  la- 
tifQde8  18  considered  as  the   harbinger  pf  fine  weather. 

On  the  3rd*  Mr.  Thorns,  Mr.  Mc'*Diarmid,  and  two  of  the  crew^ 
were  sent  up  the  north  bay,  with  some  provieious  for  Commander 
Ros« ;  which  were  lo  be  left  at  a  particular  place,  where  he 
could  find  them  on  his  journey  homewards.  With  the  knowledge 
of  the  thieving  propensity  of  the  natives,  and  particularly  in 
the  case  of  provisions,  wherewitli  they  could  sal isfy  their  glut- 
tonous appetite  ;  recourse  was  had,  in  the  present  instance,  to  a 
ruse  de  guerre,  for  it  was  well  known,  that  if  the  natives  dis- 
covered the  place,  where  the  provisions  were  stowed  away^  m* 
great  part  of  them  would  be  left  for  the  benefit  of  Commander 
Ross.  About  two  hours  previously  to  the  departure  of  Mr.  Tho^m 
and  his  party,  with  the  stock  of  provisions,  a  number  of  Esqui- 
maux came  to  the  ship,  but  it  was  entirely  a  complimentary 
visit,  for  they  brought  not  with  them  a  single  article,  either  for 
barter  or  sale.  Suspecting  that  these  people  might  follow 
them,  and  discover  the  place,  where  the  provisions  were  depo- 
sited, they  were  informed,  that  the  spirits,  who  had  the  cun- 
trot  over  the  seals  and  the  walrusses^  had  demanded  from  thent 
some  of  their  provisions,  and  that  they  were  now  about  lu  comply 
with  the  demand.  If,  therefore,  any  person  presumed  to  take 
away  any  part  of  the  provisions,  the  anger  and  resentment  of  ihe 
spirits  would  be  so  great,  that  not  a  seal  or  a  walrus  would  he 
allowed  to  visit  the  country  for  some  time:  this  statement 
obtained  easy  credence,  and  bad  the  natives  been  literally  in  a 
state  of  starvation,  so  great  is  their  dread  of  the  spirits,  who 
have  the  comn^and  over  the  seals  aiid  walrusses,  that  not  a  par- 
ticle of  the  provisions  would  have  been  touched.  Towards  the 
evening,  another  party  of  Esquimaux  arrived  at  the  ship,  bringing 
the  intelligence,  that  Commander  Ross  had  shot  a  musk-o\, 
aindthat  he  would  most  probably  return  on  the  morrow.  It  was 
nearly  dark  before  Mr,  Thorns  and  his  party  returned,  havinnr 
deposited  the  provisions  in  the  place  agreed  upon. 

Early  on  the  following  morning  at  4  o'clock.  Commander 
fto»s  returned,  himself,  his  corapanit»ns,  and  liis  dogs,  literally 
worn   out  with  fatigue.     They  were  obliged  to  leave  all  their 
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booty  a  few  miles  from  the  ship,  the  do;^g  being  unabb  lb  ilri^ 
it  any  farther*     Commander  Ross  was  aec^ompattiGd  by  orily  Iwtf 
Esquimaux,  whose  names  were  Powyeke,  and  Elickta,  a  boy.  Tljey 
had   obtained   two  oxen,  one  of  which  was  shot  by  Commantlcr 
Ross,   and    the  other  was   driven,  by   the    Ksquimanx  and   i\m 
dogSi  oyer  8  high  precipice,  and,  on  reaching  the  bottom,  b^ 
bounded  like  a   cricket    balL     The  Eitrjiitmaux    have  no  other 
method  of  killing  these  animah,  than  by  worrying  them  to  death 
with  their   dogs;   taking,  however,    special  care  to   keep  the* 
dogs  always  between  themselves  and  the  animal.     Commande]^ 
Ross  was  not  above  five  yards  from  the  ox,  when  he  fired  ;   letting 
fly  both  barrels  almost   at  the  same  time^  which    brought   the* 
animal  to  the  ground^     On   seeing   the  brute  fall,   the  Ksqui 
maux  immediately  look  out  their  knives,  and  were  proceeding 
to  deal  with  the  ox  according  to  their  usual  custom  ;  but  their' 
surprise  was  unbotmded,  when  they  discovered,  that  the  animsl 
was  wounded  in  two  places.     Commander  Ross  gave  them  id 
understand,  that   the  wounds  were  Inflicted  from  his  gun  ;  tUf] 
hoW€ver>  they  could   not  possibly  comprehend,  for   they  coolJ 
not  conceive  how  death  could  be  inflicted  without  some  visible 
means.      Whilst  the  Esquimaux  were  examining  the  woimd^j 
two  grouse  came  whizzing  past  Commander  Roaa;  he  fTred.tiK 
they  both  came  to  the  ground.     This  additional  proof  of  the  ex- 
traordinary powers  vested  in  Commander  Ross,  and  his  murder« 
ou8  instrument,  set  the  Esquimaux  in  a  state  of  the  gi 
amaze.     Remembering,   however,   the  consequence*  which  hai 
resulted,  on  a  former  occasion^  by  putting    his  gun    into  thi 
hands  of  Poowuiyook,  Commander  Ross  cautiously  declined  ex- 
citing  any  alarm  in  the  breasts  of  his  companions,  who,  no 
from  wishing  to  handle  the  deadly  weapon,  always  kept  at  thi 
utmost  possible  distance  from  it^     On  the  animal  bein^*  brnugll 
ou  board,  it  was  weighed  by  Mr.  Light,  the  steward,  and  (ban 
to  weigh  139tbs,  without  including  the  head  or  any  of  the  offii 
Mr.  Mc'Dianmid   also  shot  a   grouse  on   this  day,  by  which  th 
dinner  table    in  the  cabin  was  well   supplied    with    t^nnm  a 
beef;    in  factj  the  sailors  very  frequently  contrasted  their 
«»f  living,  vi'iih  that,  wltii  li  didtiitgui^hcd  th4»  officers^  eabtn; 
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the  difTefenc^  was  so  gr^t  as  to  excile  many  complainis,  and  to 
labe  a  murmur^  wbich,  uoder  any  olheT  circumstances  than  ihose^ 
in  which  the  crew  were  then  placed,  might  have  broken  out  into 
direct  mutiny. 

The  weather  on  the  6th,  was  uncommonly  fine^  and  the  ship 
waa  visited  by  several  E^uimaux»  amongst  whom  were  the  man 
and  boy,  who  had  accompanied  Commander  Ro»s  on  h\s  la«t 
excursion,  and  a  fresh  proof  was  now  given,  of  the  low  cunninj 
to  vybicb  thafte  people  are  addicted.  Mention  has  already  been 
Oiadcs  of  the  ox  that  was  driven  over  the  precipice ;  but.  as  it 
was  found  inipos*«ibIe  by  Commander  Rose,  to  convey  both  the 
animals  to  the  ship,  at  the  same  time,  he  determined  to  leave  the 
brute  at  the  font  of  the  precipice,  for  a  day  or  two,  until  an 
opportunity  presented  itielf  of  fetching  it  away,  Powyeke^ 
h(*wei'er,  determined  to  be  before-hand  with  the  commandeT; 
Ibr  be  argued,with  liim^elf,  that  if  he  cut  up  the  ox,  it  did  not 
follow,  that  it  should  be  detected,  that  he  was  the  anatomist;  for 
a  strong  probability  existed,  that  it  might  have  been  found  by 
some  of  ilia  tribe,  and  then  little  doubt  remained  as  to  the  manner, 
in  which  the  animal  would  have  been  disposed  of.  Besides,  as  it 
warn  hifl  intention  to  sell  the  flesh  of  the  ox  to  the  KaUoonas,  it 
was  impossible,  he  thought,  fur  them  to  identify  the  flesh,  as 
having  formed  a  part  of  the  identical  ox,  which  he  had  assisted  in 
driving  over  the  precipice;  and,  therefore,  when  he  viewed  the 
business  from  all  these  points,  he  hesitated  not  a  moment  in  re- 
pairing tu  the  spot,  and  having  cut  up  the  animal  a  ^Esquimaux, 
Ije  conveyed  the  principal  parts  to  the  vicinity  of  the  ship,  where 
he  buried  them  under  the  snow,  to  traffic  with  them  as  the 
opportunity  mi^ht  offet. 

As  their  conduct  on  the  expedition  had  entitled  them  to  the 

lendation  of  Commander  Ross,  they  each  of  them  received 

iresent  of  a  seal  knife ;    congratulating   themselves  on  the 

oiaition  of  the  very  article,  of  which  they  -stood  in  need,  to 

ble  them  to  cut  up  the  buried  joints  of  the  ox*  in  a  proper 

id  dexterous  manner,     Copt.  Ro«^  was  not  the  first  among  the 

Dy  suns  of  Adam,  %iha  have  unwittingly  placed  a  weapon  in 

bauds  of  another^  which  in  a  short  time,  ts  to  be  turned  to 
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bis  own  injury  and  di§;adrantag'e«  It  is  eerUio«  and  we  «ti| 
it  from  the  moet  indisputable  authority,  tliat  ihe  table  of 
Monkey,  the  Cat,  and  the  Chestnuts,  had  never  as  yet  coi 
ihe  perusal  o(  Pott y eke,  hni  nevertheless  he  was  a  living  < 
that  ihe  conduct  of  the  monkey  appertains  to  the  ehtawtimtl 
man,  whether  he  lives  in  the  country,  which  gave  birth  lo  ^EiO>p. 
or  in  that,  which  gave  birth  to  Powyeke,  Impressed  with  soow 
suspicion,  that  were  he  to  offer  the  flesh  of  the  ox  for  aata*  im 
might  be  detected,  as  having  been  the  individual^  wbi>  hiJ 
uwitomised  the  animal,  he  imparted  his  plan  to  hia  ttimid 
Kvjitkpun^  who,  under  the  promise  of  participaiiD|^  iii  dw 
reward,  undertook  to  be  the  bearer  of  the  ox  flesh  tu  tbe  <hif>. 
taking,  however,  special  care  to  conceal  from  his  friend,  ih^vnl 
hi<ttary  of  the  ox,  or  that  any  one  on  board  the  ship  eouUl  Uir 
claim  to  the  flesh  of  the  animal.  Kujukfun  was  as  savags  in 
hts  manners,  as  he  was  by  his  birth,  and»  with  all  the  effronicff 
of  the  most  accomplished  cheati  he  presented  himself  on  buanl 
the  Victory,  with  the  load  of  ox  flesh  on  his  head,  and  aAwf 
a  most  exorbitant  reward,  on  account  of  its  extraordtiiarv 
treshnefts.  Here  Kujukpun  was  caught  in  his  own  oel;  iW 
extraordinary  freshness  of  the  flesh,  excited  some  suspicioofi,  thit 
it  was  part  of  the  animal,  which  Commander  Ross  had  M 
at  the  foot  of  the  precipice,  and  Kujukpun  was  told  lo  l©»w 
his  load,  and  call^  after  a  senik,  for. his  reward.  In  the 
time,  it  was  ascertained  that  the  animal  had  been  cut  ttp^ 
the  whole  of  it  taken  away ;  and,  on  KHJukjmn 
himself  for  his  reward,  he  was  told,  that  the  spirits  had 
consulted,  and  the  information  had  been  obtained*  tliat 
possessed  no  real  right  to  the  flesh,  he  having  obtained  it 
an  oxt  which  had  been  killed  by  others,  and  therefore  be  w*i' 
disposing  of  that,  which  did  not  belong  to  him.  Kuymkf^M 
answered,  that  the  spirits  told  a  great  shagloo,  tlie»)  for  wifcr 
from  his  having  cut  up  the  animal^  he  never  saw  it  in  bis  tit, 
and  ttmt  if  they  did  not  choose  to  purchase  the  flesh,  be  w«oU 
take  it  back  with  him,  and  eat  it  himself.  Then^  was  a  hM- 
ness  and  audacity  about  this  fellow,  which  rendered  it  adi 
to  get  nd   of  him,   although   with   some  little   8aert6oe« 


"4 


LAST    VOYAGR   OF    CAPT,    ROSS, 


4!» 


batinf^  received  a  file  a»  o  remunertiliaoy  he  look  h\H  departure. 
^'he  titer  v/n9  nguui  bitieu  :  fur,  as  the  ngreement  ran  between 
th«>  iwn  ctniRpirators,  that  the  remutieration  should  be  ec|uaUy 
iMiar^,  and  that  as  do  method  existed,  of  dividing  the  tile,  it 
bc^cnitie  a  question,  lo  whom  it  belonged!  It  was  proved,  on 
tb^  part  of  Kujukpun^  that  the  file  was  delivered  to  him,  and, 
therefore,  it  became  his  own  properly.  Unfortunately  for  Pote- 
ytk^.he  could  not  prove  that  the  property,  for  which  the  file 
Vr««  ^iveo,  was  in  reality  his  own;  and,  therefore,  in  default  of 
tile  proper  evidence,  he  was  non-suited,  and  the  file  awarded  Um 
KvjukfinK 

On  the  8th»  a  whole  family  came  to  the  ship,  among  whom 
iras  a  man,  on  his  way  to  Shagerwak,  for  his  canoe.  He 
rpmained  on  board  during  the  nig^ht:  and  although,  on  the 
following  morning,  the  weather  was  so  thick  and  hazy,  that  it 
was  impossible  to  see  to  the  distance  of  fifty  yards,  y^t  he  set  ofi 
mi  bift  expedition,  shaping  his  course,  as  if  he  had  a  compass  to 
direct  him.  It  was  always  a  matter  of  wonder  to  the  crew  of 
Viie  Victory,  how  the  Esquimaux  found  their  way  to  different 
places,  and  in  which  their  course  was  always  as  true,  as  if  they 
had  land*marks  to  direct  them.  This  man  had  his  dog  with 
liim;  and  it  was  generally  believed,  that  this  animal  was  al- 
wnys  a  great  assistant  to  the  waodering  Eequlmaux,  in  guiding 
him  to  his  destined  place :  but,  in  the  present  iustauce,  the  dog 
ooiild  not  be  of  any  use  whatever,  for  it  was  ascertained,  that  he 
bad  never  been  at  Shayerwak  Without  stopping  to  take  a 
Sinik,  the  Ew|uimaux  travelled  the  whole  of  the  night,  and  ai 
med  on  the  following  day  at  the  ship,  with  the  canoe  upon  hi9 
head:  this  was  almost  the  first  instance  of  an  Esquimaux  refus- 
iog  to  dispose  of  any  article  in  his  possession  ;  for,  although  an 
adequate  remuneration  w*asi  offered  for  the  cduoe,  it  was  refused, 
on  the  principle,  that  his  subsistence  depended  upon  it ;  and 
that  were  he  to  part  with  the  canoe,  he  should  not  have  time  to 
liuiid  another,  before  the  fishing  season  commenced.  Having 
{iiartaken  of  some  seat,  he  trudged  awuy  in  the  south  east,  with 
bis  caiioo  oo  his  head  :  and  although  the  weather  continued 
lo  be  ihlekr  he   seemed    perfectly  confident  in  the  Tightness  of 
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his   coarse,  which    happened    to  be  direclly  opposite   to 
by  which  he  had  cOme  from  Skagerwak, 

The  ship  now  be^an  to  assume  the  character  of  a  pla^ 
active  operations :  tot,  whilst  Rome  of  the  crew  were  employe 
about  the  boat,  the  carpenter  was  busy  in  making"  a  sTedi^e,  ani 
the  Engineer  in  constructing'  a  cooking  apparatus,  which  wa 
to  be  made  from  the  remains  of  the  ill-fated  F^team  engioe.  OiT 
the  10th,  Commander  Ross  went  to  one  of  the  takes  lo  sound* 
and  try  for  salmon.  Tlie  dppth  was  found  to  be  only  seveDie«n 
fathoms.  A  line^  with  some  hooks,  was  let  down  the  hok^fl 
which  Commander  Ross  had  made^  and  if  the  report  of  the  na- 
tives were  true,  they  had  every  expectatiun  of  catching  some 
salmon,  which  were  represented  to  be  of  the  finest  quality.  Two 
of  the  crew  were  sent,  with  the  deep-sea  clamm,  to  try  (t^ 
soundings,  and  they  reported  to  have  found  the  bottom  at  ninety- 
four  fathoms,  with  liard  blue  clay. 

From  the  I'lth  to  the  !5th,  the  crew  were  busily  employed  in 
making  the  necessary  preparations  for  a  long  journey,  which  It 
was  intended  to  make  to  the  westward*  and  to  comprise  tw^ 
separate  parties,  taking  different  routes,  but  meeting  at  a  par* 
ticular  time  and  place,  to  be  determined  upon  by  Commander 
Ross.  A  boat  was  made  of  skins,  as  being  the  lightest  ma- 
terial, and  which,  in  default  of  planks,  would  be  found  the  leart 
impervious  to  water,  and  transportable  with  comparatively 
little  difficulty  A  sledge  was  also  made  for  the  boat  to  fid« 
on,  and  each  man  was  provided  with  a  haversack,  well  stocked 
with  provisions.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  17th,  the  pmrtf'j 
left  the  ship,  with  a  sledge  and  four  dogs:  and,  on  theeYeninf 
of  the  second  day.  Commander  Ross  left,  with  his  party,  con- 
■kting  of  eight  men,  with  five  dogs  and  a  small  eledge:  the 
weight,  which  the  five  men  had  to  drag,  was  773  pounds.  An 
agreement  had  been  made  with  two  Esquimaux,  to  attend  thi» 
expedition  in  the  capacity  of  guides;  and  it  was  in  tho  hops 
of  their  arrival,  that  Commander  Ross  postponed  bis  departufs 
until  late  in  the  evening.  They,  however,  for  some  reason  lai* 
known,  broke  their  agreement;  although  the  reward,  mh\A 
was  promised  them,  would,  it  was  supposed,  have  induee^l  tl 
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m  readily  in  the  undertaking",     Tho  weather  was  beau- 
tifully fine,  with  ?i  gentle  breeze  from  the  east. 

On  11)6  18th,  seven  of  the  men  returned,  who  bad  been  assU 
ing  Commander  Ross;  but  they  were  all  in  a  deplorable  6tate» 
being  nearly  blind.  They  left  the  two  parties  of  six  each,  with 
pnivisions  for  ono-and-twentj  days,  but  almost  every  one  of 
ih^tn  complaining  of  sore  eyes*  It  was  the  decided  opinion  of 
Mr*  Mc'Diarmid,  that  it  waa  a  species  of  ophthttlmla,  with  which 
the  men  were  afflicted  ;  and  that  it  had  its  origin  in  the  con- 
stant exp<)€ure  of  the  eye  to  the  glare  of  the  snow ;  at  the  same 
time,  that  a  number  of  Gne  spiculne  were  floatiog  in  the  air,  pro* 
duced  by  the  Influem  e  of  the  sun  on  the  snow,  assisted  by  the 
high  winds,  which  appeared  to  blow  at  this  season  with  un- 
usual violence. 

Capt.  Ro98  having  expressed  his  intention  to  go  to  Shager- 
teak,  although  it  did  not  transpire,  fur  what  particular  benefi* 
or  pur]3o8e,  preparations  were  accordingly  made  for  the  excur- 
sion. It  is  not  to  be  supposed,  that  a  personage  of  high  rank 
ami  consideration,  can  undertake  a  journey,  hnwever  short  it 
may  be,  without  a  corrcs^ponding  display  of  fu?s  and  bustle 

When  the  emperor  of  China  visits  one  of  his  country  houses, 
.1  few  miles  distant  from  his  usual  place  of  residence,  he  des- 
patches a  messenger  to  the  most  distant  parts  of  his  empire,  t** 
inform  his  subjects,  of  the  important  step,  which  he  is  ubofjt  to 
lukc  ;  and  we  have  only  to  look  into  the  Court  Journal  of  this 
country,  to  become  immediately  acquainted  with  the  motions  of 
m  pack  of  individuals,  whom  chance  in  one  of  the  most  insane  mo* 
tnents  of  her  life^  has  placed  in  the  ranks  of  royalty;  but,  for 
^whopn  the  people  have  as  great  an  affection,  a*  a  roman  catholic 
fhr  a  tmitarian,  a  petitioning  creditor  for  a  bankrupt,  or  a  rat 
for  arsenic.  It  cannot,  therefore,  be  supposed,  but  that  some  dilTer- 
%nce  was  obfervahle,  in  the  preparations  tliat  were  made  for  tho 
^x€"ursicin  of  Capt.  Ross,  as  the  commander  or  sf^iTcigii  t»f  the 
Mitp*  than  what  were  made  for  his  subordmates:  for,  although 
Ilia  projected  expedition  was  only  one  of  a  few  hours,  yet  it 
%raF  deemed  necessary  to  proviilc  against  any  contingency,  lliat 
lmg:hl  happen,  or  that  might  prt»vo  injurious  to  the  hciak.UV\  i*.xA 
tafcty    of  the  principal  person  concerned  m  \U 
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It  is  ill  our  memnraTicIa,  that  Capt,  Ross  set  out  on  his  ei 
d  it  I  on  ;  and,  it  is  slated  xvlib  the  saitie  strict  attoniioa  to  accume 
that  he  returned  from  hi*  expBilition,  his  lM«lth  onuopainiHLaiiii 
without  the  occurrence  of  any  accident  worthy  of  Dote<     Of  tlie 
discoveries  naade  by  Capt,  Ross  on  thifi  expedition,  our  inetno- 
randa  are  wholly  silent;  but  it  is  the  prtiperiy  of  great  mon  to 
maintain  a  studied   reserve  Respecting    any  gn»d   eoampum, 
which  may  be  whirlings  in  their  brain,  and  to  keep  their  irifcri^f^ 
as  much  as  possible  in  the  dark,  regarding"  the  executioiii  oi  ahv  j 
design^  to  which  their  genius  may  haT&  prompted  thent.    (ifl 
the  result  of  the  expedition  to  Shagerwak,  just  as  much  transniftii.  ] 
as  of  the  descent  of  Hans  Klein  to  the  bottom  of  the  Maefetn^ia. 
with  this   diflercnce   only,  that  the  return  of  Capt.  RtM  ^**    J 
proved,  by  his  personal  appearance  on   the  quarter  deck  <rf  iHo    I 
Victory  on  the  same  evening:  whereas,  for  ought  we  kii^ir  ir«    ] 
the  contrary,  Hans  Klein  is  still  prosecuting  his  discoirefioit,  hi 
that  hitherto  unexplored  part  of  the  world  ;  and  which,  wu  #re 
informed,  oa  his  return,    are  to   be  published   uniforfidy  witK 
Capt.  Ross^  last  voyage;  by  subscription,  in  quarto^  and  tmif^ 
the    immediate  sanction  of    His   Majesty,  as,    from  the  UtiM 
accounts  received  from  him,  it  was  just  about  the  time  that  C«pt, 
Ross  took  possession  of  Boothia  Felix,  in  the  name  of  hU  «iii*l 
majesty,  that  Hans  Klein,  also,  took  possession  of  all  ibc  land*, 
which  he  had  discovered  at  the  bottom  of  the  Maelstrom^  ui  lb* 
name  of  his  Britannic  Majesty;  and,  great  indeed  would  ba  thu 
lot^s  to  the  political,  gengraphical  and  ecieotilic  commusnit  o( 
England,  if  the  history  of  two   such  valuable  addition^ 
crown  of  Britain,  occurriTi^T  about  the  same  period,  sbu._   : 
appear   simultaneously,  a8  the    Gemini  m   the   zodiac  aC  om 
national  literature. 

Scareely  had  Capt.  Ross  reUirncHl  ironi  ins  »*\]n 
Mr.  Me'Diarmid,  accon*pdnit?d  by  two  Esifuimaux,  u 
blankey,  the  mate,  in  a  state  of  almost  complete  blindtto^i^ 
and  totally  unable  to  accompany  Conmiander  Row  uuy  furUi^t 
on  his  expeilition.  The  attack  of  this  disenAo,  for  tt  c<»ttW 
scarcely  be  called  any  thing  else^  begun  to  aaiiame  ao  anpeci  ^^ 
ffao  most  seriou?)  importance;  live  of  the  crew  weta  <m  tbvittct 
lii^t,  a»  almo>t  blind  ,  anA  vl  vi4^  ^^\\V\s:>v«tk,  that  6e?efal  of  lb* 
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ni#:n,  who  were  with  Comroantler  Ross,  were  suffering  severely 
from  a  paiu  in  their  eyes,  which  a IqiosI  unfitted  them  for  any  of 
thosie  arduous  labors*  which  they  were  then  undergoing.  To  the 
efedit,  however,  of  Mr*  Mc*Diarraid,  it  must  bo  stated,  that  from 
his  judic iotas  management,  the  patients  speedily  recovered  ; 
although  it  became  a  matter  of  necessity,  for  some  time  after- 
wards, to  protect  the  eye-sight  from  the  dazzling  glare  of  the 
snow,  by  wearing  shades,  or  drawing  the  cap  deeply  over  the 
forehead. 

Tlie  two  Esquimaux^  who  had  assisted  in  bringing  Blankey 
to  the  ship,  received  a  suitable  present,  and  then  took  their  de- 
parture for  their  station,  at  the  south  east. 

The  principal  occupation  of  the  crew  on  boards  at  this  time, 
Hr^B  the  completion  of  the  lee  boards,  from  which  some  great 
advatrtagea  were  anticipated,  in  the  navigation  of  the  inlets ; 
bat  the  expectations,  which  had  been  formed  of  them,  were,  as 
the  sequel  will  show,  by  no  means  realized. 

On  Sunday  the  23rd,  the  two  Esquimaux  arrived,  who  were 
to  have  been  at  the  ship  on  the  preceding  Sunday,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  acting  as  guides  to  Commander  Ross;  and  a  proof  was 
now  exhibited,  that  there  is  a  certain  authority*  which  rules 
with  an  absolute  sway,  in  the  hut  of  the  Esquimaux,  as  well  as 
in  the  palace  of  St.  James,  Not  that  we  mean  to  infer,  that  it 
b  an  authority,  which  in  the  least  displays  itself  at  the  latter 
place,  for  we  cannot  conceive  an  English  king  to  be  such  a 
silly  creature,  as  to  allow  himself  to  be  ruled  by  a  woman  ;  but, 
on  the  other  hand,  we  have  a  decided  proof  'now  before  us, 
that  it  is  an  authority,  which  is  practised  to  some  extent  in  the 
hut  of  the  Esquimaux,  and  that,  on  the  present  occasion^  it 
was  put  in  full  force,  in  despite  of  all  resistance  and  opposition. 
The  two  Esquimaux  declared,  that  it  was  their  full  intention  to 
have  kept  their  appointment  on  the  preceding  Sunday,  and 
had  made  the  necessary  preparations  for  their  departure,  when, 
from  some  cause,  which  could  not  be  at  the  time  explained, 
their  wives  had  entered  into  a  confederacy  to  defeat  their  in- 
tentions; declaring  it  to  be  their  absolute  will  and  pleasure, 
that  they  should  not  join  t!ie  expedition   of  the  KaHoonas^  and 
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leave  their  wives  at  home,  lo  pine  away  the  l<Hiely  Itbursi  in 
moping  naelancholy.  In  vain^  the  £8quimatix  urged,  that  th'ejr 
were  frequently  absent  from  liocne  for  a  greater  length'  of 
on  their  fishing  expeditions,  than  they  Wf^ulrl  fee,  if  thf*T 
corapaiiied  the  KaUoonas  ;  in  vain  they  presented  ta  the  irrm- 
gination  of  the  domineering  ladieft*  the  value  of  the  preaeiiifi, 
which  they  should  receive — fileR,  fish'hf>oks,  needles,  and  per* 
haps  a  string  of  beads — it  was  like  talking  to  6ne  of  Copt 
Ross'    monuments   of  snow ;    the    women   had    made    up   ttielf 

I  minds,  that  their  husbands  should  not  go;  at  the 'same  ttme^ 
like  the  wonieo  of  other  countries,  they  could  not  give  a  gtiorf 
or  substantial  reasou  for  the  resolution,  which  they  had  formed; 
it  was  a  fancy,  a  whim,  a  conceit,  a  crotchet ;  it  was,  in  fact, 
just  such  a  reason  as  nine-tenths  of  the  women,  born  in  tii«^ 
latitude  of  5^**  north,  can  give  for  many  of  the  actions,  whiA 
they  commit,  and  which  contributeg  so  largely  to  the  increase 
and  permanency  of  domestic  happiness.  Our  documents  afe 
silent  as  to  the  acts  or  manoeuvres  practised  by  the  Esquiiuaox. 
to  overturn  the  resolution  of  their  wives,  and  thereby  pernut- 
ting  them  to  repair  to  the  ship,  with  tlie  view  of  aceompanyiof 
some  of  the  officers  on  their  evpeiition  ;  and  therefore  It  maybs 
mjpposed  to  have  proceeded  from  that  oonstitutionaV  iickleneis 
of  character,  which  has  been  the  dowry  of  woman,  since  Ev^ 

I  commenced  the    deplorable  work   of  the  multiplication  of  ti» 

I  human  species. 

The  Esquimaux  were  very  much  disappointed^  when  t!ic« 
fotind,  that  Commander  Ross  had  set  out  without  tbeiit»  bm 
they  excused  theraslves  for  their  neglect  in  another  way,  bjstat* 

I  ing,  thattliey  had  mistaken  the  day,  and,  in  fact,  from  their  rud* 
and  uncertain  method  of  calculation,  it  was  scarcely  possible  to 
make  them  comprehend  the  exact  day,  that  was  meant.  As  to  i 
prospective  ciilcntatiou  of  three  or  four  days»  it  iras  i  Usk  fiir 
beyond  their  capacity,  for,  with  tlieir  total  ignorance  of  Out 
division  of  time  into  days,  hours,  minutes,  and  seconds,  andpn 
tfie  otlier  hand,  their  seniks  being  an  indefinite  period,  it  became 

i  a  difficult  task  to  make  them  comprehend  the  exact  tiuie»  wbm 
the  expedition  was  lo  set  onK    Thiji  was  the  excuse  given  by  <« 
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the  fiBi|uimaux,  for  not  ket-pingr  iheir  appointment ;  but  the 
er  ascribed  it  entifelj  to  the  authority  of  his  wife,  to  whom 
ackoowledged  his  complete  subjection, 
t  was,  tiowever,  with  some  degree  of  satis&ctioa,  that  they 
ird,  that  Capt.  Roas  had  determined  to  undertake  a  joumej 
NiekiUi^  and  they  immediately  offered  their  services  to 
xmipaaj  him :  they  were  accepted  by  Capt.  Ross,  and  they 
"eed  to  be  at  the  ship  after  three  seiitts,  in  despite  of  all 
>rial  coercion,  hinderance,  or  opposition, 
jrreat  preparatioiis  were  now  made  for  this  intended  journey, 
I  several  parties  were  sent  out  a  shooting,  in  order  that  the 
'crsacks  might  be  well  filled  with  provisions  of  various  sorts, 
that  the  health  of  Capt,  Ross  might  not  suffer  by  the  sudden 
nsition  from  the  dainties  and  luxuries  of  the  cabin  of  the 
:tory,  to  the  coarse,  and  savage  fare,  which  was  to  be 
atoed  OD  the  journey.  It  is  possible,  that  some  persons  roa\ 
k  upon  a  precaution  of  this  kind,  as  finical,  and  beneath  the 
iracter  of  a  British  sailor,  but  Capt.  Ross  had  the  experience 
ore  him,  of  the  great  injury,  which  the  health  of  Capt.  Frank- 
and  hb  noble  companions  sustained  from  a  sudden  transition 
m  goose  and  grouse,  to  tripe  de  roche  and  stinking  deer 
les;  and  on  account,  of  the  mortal  consequences  which  then 
(ued  from  such  a  change  of  diet,  not  the  slightest  blame 
1  be  attached  to  Capt.  Ross,  in  providing  that  the  same  dire- 
fate  did  not  befal  himself. 

The  sportsmen  were,  however,  not  very  fortunate  in  their 
ieavprs  to  add  to  the  travelling  stores  of  Capt.  Ross,  for  a 
r  grouse  were  all  that  they  bagged,  although  they  saw  the 
ces  of  deer,  hares,  oxen,  gluttons,  ermine,  and  mice.  In 
^ard  to  the  latter  animal,  although  we  may  affect  to  despise  it, 
the  Esquimaux  epicures  it  is  a  real  bonne  bomche  ;  and  if  they 
I  catch  half  a  dozen  at  a  time,  they  ruu  a  piece  of  hom 
twig  through  them,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  London 
ilterers  prepare  the  larks  for  the  table;  and  irithout  stopping 
ikinthem,  or  divest  them  of  their  entrails,  broil  them  over  the 
',  ap4  although  some  of  the  mice  may  have  belonged  to  the 
irigines  of  the  race*  yet,  so  strong  is  the  mastication  of  the 
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natives,  that  the  bones  of  the  animal  yield  to  iis  poner,  as  easi 
as  the  bones  of  a  rabbit  to  a  shark. 

The  whole  of  the  29tb  was  occupied  iu  prepariog  the  pro?i 
sions,  nud  the  other  requisites  for  the  journey  of  Capt.  Ross, 
an  arixious  look-out  was  kept  for  *he  two  Esquimaux,  who  faai 
promiser^  to  attend  him  as  his  guides;  but  whether  the  uxoria 
power  was  again  set  in  motion »  or  their  seniks  were  of  lon^l 
dtirationj  than  tiny  originally  calculated  upoUt  they  oinitwj 
to  keep  tiieir  appointment,  and  Capt.  Ross  set  out  upon  fa 
expedition  without  them.  It  was,  howeverj  by  no  means  a  task 
nf  any  great  difficulty  to  steer  his  course  direct  for  his  deslitu- 
tion,  for,  bein«^  acquainted  with  the  exact  bearing  of  the  pUci 
from  the  ship*  by  compass,  and  having  neither  forest  aor  sa^ao- 
nah  to  cross,  to  mislead  him  in  his  track,  he  was  perhaps  as 
situated  without  the  Esquimaux  as  with  them;  for  althoughtper^ 
sonally,  they  might  not  prove  of  any  encumbrance  to  him,yet.i» 
claimants  upon  the  haversacks,  they  might  be  considered  as 
direct  interlopers,  for,  from  the  quickness  of  their  digestiTe 
powers,  their  appetite  was  always  in  a  craving  condition;  anJ 
the  surest  method  of  rendering  an  Esquimaux  a  siill  vvat 
unsociable  and  sulky  animal,  than  his  natural  dibpositioa  led 
him  to  be,  was  to  debar  him  from  satisfying  his  hunger  ivbec 
ever  it  pressed  upon  him.  On  an  expedition,  therefore,  whert 
any  chance  prevailed,  of  being  shortened  in  provisions,  tlif 
were  perhaps  the  most  improper  persons,  that  could  be  selecte' 
to  be  included  in  the  party. 

One  inconvenience  was,  however,  sustained  by  the  absence 
the   Esquimaux,  as,   in   consequence   thereof,   Capt,  Rent  i 
obliged  to  take  with  him  an  extra  number  of  men,  mme 
whom    were  by  no  means  in  a  condition,  as  far  as  their  hestt 
was  concerned,  of  sustaining  any  fatigue  or  an  exposure  l«?  lb 
keenness  of  the  night  air.    This  was  very  soon  verified  4(H 
first  day's  journey,  as  it  was  found  necessary  to  send  sorar* 
ihem  back  to  the  ship,  on  account  of  their  extreme  irca"^"* 
and  inability  to  draw  the  sledge*    The  weather  was  ab 
inauspicious  for  the  travellers,    the  fog  being  very  f^T       ■ 
the  wind  keen,  but  light,  from  the  north  east.  1 
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following  is  the  scale  of  the  Temferature  of  the  exterior 
Atmosphere,  for  the  month  of  May,  1830. 
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)n  the  1st  June,  an  operation  was  performeJ  on  George  Taylor, 
mate,  who  had  part  of  his  foot  cut  ofl',  on  account  of  morli- 
tioD  having  taken  place  ;  the  part  having  been  frost-bitle]l> 
ty-four  days  previously,  every  attempt  to  cure  it  having 
red  unsuccessful.  When,  however,  the  extreme  severity  o\ 
weather,  to  which  the  men  w6re  exposed,  is  taken  into  con 
mtion,  it  becomes  a  matter  o^  surprise,  that  so  few  casualties 
iirred,  as  regarded  the  effects  of  the  frost  on  a  number  of 
I,  some  of  whom,  indeed,  from  their  previous  experience  on 
oer  voyages,  might  have  be^H  acquainted  with  thd  propei^ 
ina  of  protdctlng  tbemseUeirirotr  i  a^  the .  frost,  but 

>.  in  genetraly  Were  iery'^ 
their  defence.    'TMif  ttt 
ly  aUudcd  t0»  in  tto.i 
9. 
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men  to  purchase  the  articles,  from  which  they  tni^ht  have  i 
caps  aod  mittens  for  themselves,  as  well  as  a  kind  of  orer-aflsl 
which  would  protect  the  lowor  extremities  from  the  cold*     Look- 
ing therefore  into  these  circumstances,  the   men    are   little  in-  J 
debted  to  their  commander,  for  their  escape  from  the  effects  of»fl 
perhaps,  the  severest  frost,  thai  the  natives  of  a  temperate  eliinate 
were  ever   exposed  to,  and  which^    in  some  cases*   mig'ht  have 
been  attended  with  death  itself. 

During  the  first  week  of  the  month  of  June,  the  crew  and  the] 
mechanics   on    board  were  employed     in   caulking    the    veraelj 
titling  the  lee  boards,  and  in  setting  up  the  rigging;';  and  the! 
Victory  began   by  degrees  to  assume  her  former  appearance  aa 
she  sailed  from  Woolwich,  whilst  every  one  on  board  looked  for* 
ward  with  joy  to  tire  moment,  when  her  sails   vvere  again  to  bo 
un-bent  in  the  prosecution  of  their  important  undertaking. 

The  birds,  which  had  migrated  from  the   country,  on    the  »l- 
ting  in  of  the  winter,  now  began  to  make  their  appearance  ;  iod 
the  sportsmen  seldom  returned  without  bringing  either  ptoT«»r», 
grouse,   snipes,  buntings,  gulls  or  ducks;  of  the  latter,  there  Is  J 
a  beautiful  species,  that  visits  this  country  in  the  summer,  known  ■ 
by  the  name  of  the  King  and  Queen  Duck,  the  plumage  of  which 
is  very  handsome  resembling  in  some  respects  the  drakes  of  this   J 
country.     The  plumage  of  the  Queen  is,  however,  by  no  means  m 
so   beautiful  as  that  of  the  King;  the  latter  having  oil  the  f a- 
riety  of  colour,  which  distinguishes  our  native  drake,  with  a  mass 
of  a  bright  red  cohmr  projecting  from  its  upper  mandible  r  this 
bird  is  known  to  breed   in  great   numbers  in  the  marshes  of  the 
northern  parts  of  Canada  ;  and,  although  it  also  breeds  in  the 
country  of  the  Esquimaux,  yet  its  numbers  are  very  limited,  aiid 
nhieh  are,  in  a  great  degree,  diminished  by  the  eagemcaa,  with 
which  the  natives  seek  their  eggs^  which  in  the  summer  mte  i 
real  dainty  to  them. 

In   regard  to  the  other  birds,  it  was,  undoubtedly  a   noatler  of 
great  interest  to  Capt.  Ross,  to  obtain  a  specimen  of  eirery  «)iie«     i 
in   order  to  completo  the  ornithological  history  of  the  coimtiyt     ' 
but,  having  obtained  a  good  specimen,  it  became  an  aci  of  stogu* 
lar  oppression  to  insUv  iWv  ^^cbiN\Ai&,^\\\cli  was  kilWd  by  muf 
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of  the  crew,  should  be  brought  into  the  cabin,  when  a  degree  of 
selfishness  was  observed,  which  could  not  but  tend  to  lower  their 
eommander^  in  the  good  opinion  of  the  wholo  of  the  crew.  Tt  was 
this  narrow  and  illiberal  mode  of  action,  that  Capt.  Ross  adopted 
towards  his  men,  in  all  matters,  which  hiid  any  relation  to  the 
scientific  objects  of  the  expedition,  that  rendered  the  service, 
in  which  they  were  employed,  more  galling  and  irksome  than  lu 
otherwise,  would  have  appeared  to  them.  Although  nne  of  the 
petty  officers  of  the  vessel  was  an  excellent  shot,  and  more  suc- 
cessful in  his  shooting  expeditions,  than  any  other  of  the  crew,  the 
orders  were  peremptory,  that  all  the  birds,  which  he  shot,  were 
to  be  brought  into  the  cabin;  and  if  any  of  tliem  would  make 
a  specimen,  it  was  laid  aside^  in  order  to  be  skinned  ;  but  if  it 
was  found,  that  it  was  not  fit  for  a  specimen,  so  determined  was 
Capt.  Ross,  that  no  one  but  himself  should  possess  a  .specioien  of 
any  of  the  animals  or  birds  common  to  the  country,  that,  for  the 
purpose  of  so  mutilating  the  animal  or  bird,  as  to  prevent  its 
being  employed  as  a  specimen,  either  a  leg  or  a  wing  was  cut 
off,  sometimes  even  its  head,  and  then  the  carcass  was  delivered 
to  the  man,  who  shot  it,  he  being  allowed  to  have  it  dressed  for 
his  dinner.  Whatever  the  men  shot,  was  obliged  to  be  reported 
to  the  cabin,  with  the  same  exactness  and  punctual ity«  as  the 
slave  searching  for  diamonds,  or  the  labourer  in  a  silver  mine :  and 
this  system  of  exclusive  property,  gave  rise  to  many  tricks  and 
mancDUvres  on  the  part  of  the  crew^  by  which  they  got  to  the 
windward  of  their  captain:  and  particularly  in  the  case  of  the 
steward,  it  was  the  means  of  his  obtaining  many  specimens^ 
which  he  would  have  succeeded  in  conveying  to  England,  un- 
known to  Capt.  Ross,  but  for  the  ultimate  abandonment  of  the 
ship.  The  plan  generally  adopted  by  the  shooting  parlies,  and 
especially  by  Mr.  Light,  the  steward,  was  to  bury  the  game  or 
other  birds  at  a  small  distance  from  the  ship,  and  then  to  take 
the  first  favorable  opportunity  of  conveying  them  clandestinely 
on  board,  when  the  steward,  to  use  his  own  words.  wa«  obliged 
to  be  as  sly  as  a  mouse,  whilst  he  was  skinning  the  hf 
tlie  carcasses  to  some  of  the  crew  to  make  a  me 
m  sly  joke  passed  m  the  sailor's  berths,  at  th 
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Ross,  when  ihey  were  enjoying  themselves  aver  the  r< 
carcasses  of  the  birds,  that  ought  to  have  been  regularly  eDl< 
in  the  book  of  the  cabin :  and  perhaps  they  were  eaten  with 
greater  relish,  because  an  interdiction  was  attached  to  them. 
Nor  were  the  tricks  unfrequent,  that  were  passed  upon  the  cap* 
tain,  as  he  sat  in  judgement  over  the  contents  of  the  shooting 
bags:  for,  if  it  were  known^  that  he  wanted  a  specimen  of  a  par- 
ticular bird,  and  thej  had  been  so  fortunate  a8  to  shoot  one,  tha 
most  eapeciai  care  was  taken,  before  it  was  exhibited,  to  muti- 
late it  to  such  a  degree,  that  it  could  never  be  made  use  of  as  a 
specimen  :  if,  on  the  other  hand,  any  kind  of  bird  was  killed,  ef 
which  he  had  twoor  three  specimens^  itwaa  laid  before  him.  with 
all  becoming  gravity  and  submission;  and  having  despoiled  it  of 
some  important  member,  it  was  as  gravely,  but  not  quite  so  sub- 
missively, returned  to  the  person,  who  shot  it.  In  fact,  in  this,  as 
well  as  in  some  other  instances,  it  was  the  study  of  the  crew, 
in  what  manner  they  could  over-reach  their  captain :  at  the 
same  time,  that  he  was  congratulating  himself,  that  n6  man  was 
less  imposed  upon  than  himself;  and  when  he  surveyed  his  spe- 
cimens in  his  cabinet  of  curiosities,  he  chuckled  at  the  thought, 
that,  from  the  strictness  of  the  orders,  which  he  had  issued,  he 
was  the  only  person,  who  had  a  specimen  of  a  King  and  Queen 
Buck  ;  when,  at  the  same  time,  tliere  were  two  of  the  crew, 
who  were  in  posscKsion  of  a  far  belter  specimen  than  himself* 

On  the  6th,  a  party  were  despatched  from  the  ship,  with  soma 
provisions  for  Capt.  Ross  ;  and  having  deposited  them  at  an  ap- 
pointed place,  they  returned,  bringing  with  them  a  gull  and  a 
plover,  which  were  cooked  for  the  evening's  repast,  without 
having  been  subject  to  an  examination  in  the  cabin,  respectinf 
their  fitness  to  be  receivea  into  the  cabinet  of  curiosities* 

Capt.  Ross  returned  on  the  7th,  having  beeu  at  A 
without  having  made  any  important  addition  to  bis  pr  .  a- 
knowledge  of  the  geographical  situation  of  the  coutitry,  or 
obtained  any  information,  which  Ciiuld  be  of  use  to  him  at  A 
guide  to  his  future  operations.  Capt.  Ross  was,  however,  peter 
considered  lo  be  a  communicative  character,  for,  in  mtJiT 
ipstancesi  alibougli    he   and  his  nephew   were  engaged  m  tte 
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tame  pursuit,  and  had  ihe  same  end  in  view,  yet  there  existed 
a  reserve  heiwcea  them»  as  if  each  of  idem  were  afraid  to  com- 
municate the  if  (liseoveries  lo  one  another,  froiti  the  suspicioa 
that  if  any  merit  were  attached  to  them,  it  might  be  wrested 
from  hirn,  and  the  hiurel  planted  on  the  brow,  which  did  not 
deserve  it.  The  existence  of  this  disrordanee  was  particularly 
visible  iu  their  examinationft  hefure  the  commillee  of  the  House 
of  Commons^  fur  thfy  not  only  contradicted  one  another,  on  some 
inoftt  es^ntial  points^  hut.  in  some  instances^  ttie  observations 
which  Capt.  Ross  pretended  to  have  niade»  were  entirely  new 
lo  Commander  Ross,  he  never  having  heard  of  them  before  his  ap- 
pearance in  the  committee  room.  In  regard  to  tlio  coUectitju 
of  specimens,  Capt.  Ross,  as  we  have  seen,  issued  his  orders 
respecting  them ;  but  Cororaander  Rnss  distinctly  states^  that 
lie  was  the  only  person,  who  understood  any  thing  about  the 
subjects^  lo  which  they  referred.  Thus,  in  question  3J0,  Com- 
mander Ross  is  asked.  Did  you  conduct  the  observations  in  geo- 
logy, natural  history,  and  botany  I — Such  observations  as  wtr^ 
made  upon  those  subjects,  were  of  course  conducted  by  myself. 

And  collected  the  specimens? — Ves,  every  thhg  of  (hat  kind. 
When  you  say  you  conducted  them,  do  you  mean,  that  tliey 
were  confided  to  you  by  Capt.  Ross?  — <Vo,  they  came  to  me  as 
a  natural  tonsequenre ,  /  was  ifie  only  person,  who  at  all  under- 
stood ihe  nature  of  i/iose  subjects,  hut  I  was  not  ordered  to  un- 
dertake thetn,  J  never  received  an  order  of  any  kind  from  auij 
person  on  that  eTf  edition. 

The  most  extraordinary    instance  of  contradiction,    however 
is  to  be  found  in  the  opinion,  which  they  respectively  eatorialik 
of  the  danger  attending  the  discovery  of  the   North  West  Pas* 
sage,  and  the  advantages  that  are  likely  lo  aecnie  from  it 

On  this  subject,  Capt.  Ross  is  asked,  in  the  i9Glh  question 
from  your  experience  of  the  Polar  seas,  do  you  conceive  that 
any  further  attempt  to  discover  the  North  West  Passaj^e  would 
be  attended  with  great  danger? — I  do. 

And  if  successrul,  would  it  be  attended  with  any  public  bene- 
fit ! — /  believe  it  tronld  be  utterly  useless. 

The  indications,  that  were  relied  up^n   in  the  begmning  oK 
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these  voyages  of  ciiscovery,  as  to  leading  lo  the  conclusion,  lh«ft 
a  passage  mighl  be  found,  have  totally  failed  ? — They  have  &e#j| 
totally  disproved. 

Commander  Ross  being  examined  on  the  foregoing  subjects 
and  having  staled  his  firm  belif^f  of  the  existence  of  a  Nonb 
West  Passage ;  the  queslion  is  put  to  him,  supposing  tho  North 
Western  Passage  to  be  accoinptished,  would  it  be  at  all  beae* 
ficia!  lo  commerce  ? — It  is  quite  uncertain,  he  answers,  what 
benefits  may  residt  from  it — in  favorabte  seasons  it  may  ie 
possible  to  get  through  it^  with  very  Utile  difficulty ;  for  instance, 
on  our  last  voyage  we  sailed  in  an  open  sea,  where  it  is  usiiaU}/ 
covered  tmth  ice ;  but  it  was  a  remarkably  favourable  season ; 
such  seasons  may  occur  periodically,  if  so,  there  would  be  no 
difficulty,  on  those  occasions,  in  getting  from  Baffin  s  Bay  to 
Behring's  Straits, 

Do  you  believe  that  any  attempt  to  penetrate,  would  be  at- 
tended with  dikngeri  ^Nothing  more  than  the  ordinary  dangtr 
of  navigating  tlie  northern  seas» 

Any  more  than  in  a  common  whaling  expedition? — jione, 
except  a  little  more  perhaps  from  being  unnecessarily  close  « 
with  the  land,  but  nothing  to  deter  the  attempt,, 

Thus,  in  the  first  place,  we  have  the  exhibition  of  Capt.  Ross' 
not  only  collecting  specimens  himself  in  natural  history^  but  pre- 
venting every  one  under  him  from  colLecting  any  ;  at  the  same  time, 
that  we  have  the  statement  from  the  mouth  of  his  nephew,  that  hi* 
uncle  does  not  understand  any  thing  about  natural  history,  or 
any  of  the  sciences,  which  so  particularly  engaged  his  own 
immediate  attention  during  the  voyage ;  and  we  have  a  right, 
therefore,  to  draw  the  inference,  that  whatever  scientific  di»* 
Goveries  were  made,  or  which  may  be  laid  before  the  publiti 
in  the  work  to  he  published  under  the  immediate  inspection 
and  sanction  of  Capt.  Ross,  are  in  no  ways  to  be  attributed  lohiin- 
self,  but  to  his  more  accomplished  nephew,  on  whom  the  wbolt 
burthen  of  the  undertaking  seems  to  have  rested,  la  fact»  it  It 
impuKsible  to  peruse  the  evidence  of  the  comtnittee  of  the  HouM 
of  Commons,  without  being  forcibly  struck  with  the  dispositioii* 
which  appears  to  have  actuated  some  of  the   members  of  id 


lAST  VDVAOE  OF  CAPT.  ROBS.  439 


just  lo  put  those  questions  to  him,  which  are  intended  to  elicit 
an  answer  favorable  in  hm  cause;  and^  in  some  instances^  the 
questions  are  so  decidedly  of  that  kind,  denominated  amongst  the 
lawyers  as  leading  ones,  thai  it  is  scarcely  poBsible  to  divest 
the  mind  of  the  idea,  that  the  routine  of  catechetical  incjuiry 
had  been  previously  arranged,  and  that  Capt,  Ross  was  per- 
fectly prepared  for  the  questions,  that  would  be  put  to  him* 

We  will  take  for  example,  the  folio  wing  questions,  and  who 
will  then  dispute^  that  Capt.  Ross  is  not  an  excellent  fencer. 
The  memhers  of  the  committee  were  naturally  dosirooi*  to  know 
the  exact  scientific  objects,  which  had  been  attained  by  the  expe- 
dition; accordingly  the  53rd  question  runs — What  are  the  scien- 
tific objects^  which  you  conceive  to  have  been  attained  by  your 
expedition? — and  we  doubt  not  that  the  members  were  sitting 
out  reciis  aur thus,  to  hear  the  statement  of  all  the  objects  so 
attained,  and  on  which  the  claim  of  Capt,  Ross^  for  remunera- 
tion from  the  country^  was  partly  founded.  We  can,  however, 
imagine  them  looking  at  each  other^  with  no  little  tokens  of 
surprise,  when  the  answer  was  given  as  follows:  **When  near 
the  magnetic  pole,  we  were  then  in  a  position,  where  the  hori- 
zontal compass  has  no  power  of  traversing  to  any  particular 
point. ^  Now,  this  answer  has  as  much  reference  to  the  question, 
and  must  have  been  as  satisfactory  to  the  propound er  of  h,  as 
the  answer,  which  was  given  by  the  Frenchman,  who,  on  meet- 
ing one  of  his  countrymen  in  Piccadilly*  and  wishing  to  show 
his  knowledge  of  the  English  language,  politely  accosted  him» 
saying  **  Good  a  morning,  Sare,  did  it  rain  to.morrow  ?''  to  which 
he  received  the  mo^it  significant  answer  of  *  Yes,  it  vas/'  What 
the  Frenchman  could  make  of  the  answer  of  his  couniryma 
we  know  not, — nor  do  we  know,  what  the  members  of  the  com 
mittee  could  make  of  the  answer  of  Capt.  Ross — it  certainly 
had  not  any  reference  to  the  question,  that  was  put  to  liim,  but 
the  committee  were  satisfied,  that  the  scientific  objects,  which 
be  bad  attained,  consisted  in  telling  them  of  a  particular  rir^ 
eumstancei  which  every  tyro  in  science  must  have  known 
would  be  the  case,  were  he  ever  to  arrive  at  the  position^  which 
i^yU  RoBB  describes. 
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If,  however,  we  turn  to  the  questions,  which  carry  with  theri 
tbe  stamp  of  premeditation  and  mutual  adjustment,  we  ha?e  oq1| 
to  mention  those,  wliich  are  put  to  Capt.  Rom,  on  tlie  subjeH 
of  the  magnet.     To  allege  that,  amongst   the  membera  of  th 
committee,    there   were  not  some  individuals  of  acknowled^o 
talent,  were  to  expose  ourselves  to  the  imputation  of  a  wilful 
version  of  facts  ;  but  it  does  not  follow,  that  those  men  of  taleolj 
ever  joined  the  committee,  for,  as  five  were  a  quorum,  it  ia  posaibk 
that,  as  the  eommiitee  sat  only  three  days,  it  was  composed 
the  nan  efficients,    with  Sir  Andrew  Agnew   in  the  chair,  wboJ 
in  consequence  of  the  valuable   information  obtained  from  Capt,J 
Ross,  intends*    in  the  next  session  of  Parliament,  to  extend  tbel 
provisians  of  his  Bill  for  llie  better  Observance  of  the  Sabbath,  to 
the  Esquimaux  nation.     The  questions,  to  which  we  allude,  are 
as  follows.     We  do  not  aver  exactly,  that  Sir  Andrew  Agneir 
was  the  honorable  member,  who  put  the  questions  to  Capt«  RostH 
but  that  they  were  put  by  some  one,  who  had  had  a  peep  b#<j 
liind  the  curtain,  and  had  learned  his  part  properly,  cannot  ad 
of  a  doubtp 

Capt  Ross  having  explained  to  the  members,  the  effects 
light,    heat,   and    all  other  combinations,  upon    the    magnet,  i«| 
asked, — Did  you  remark,  whether  light,   such  as /Ae  U<^U  ofa\ 
tandle,  had  any  influence  upon  it  (the  magnet)  T  he  answers  : — 
The  light  of  a  candle  has  also  an  effect  upon  U, 

Did    you    remark,  that   any  metallic    substance    produced  an  < 
effect  on  the  magnet  ?^ — I^^. 

The    buttons  of  your   coat? — The    butions  of  my  coat  pro* 
danced  an  effect  upon  (he  magnet, 

m      Capt*  Ross    considers,  that  the  discovery  of  light,  esper>ia(lf 
the  light  Hjf  a  candle,  having  an  influence  on  the  magnet«  is  i  | 
great  desideratum  in  science ;  we  have,  therefore,  consid<^red  if 
proper  to  bestow  upon  that  discovery,  our  most  special    notice, 
in    order  that  all  those,  whose  lives  depend  on  the  correctacs^ 
of  the  compa-s,  may  regulate  their  course  accordingly,  and  mak« 
the  necesi^ury  distinction,   between  the  time  when  the  emtidfo  bi 
burning,  and  when   it   is  extinguished.     In  regard  to  the  dif^j 
covery,  that  the  bullons  o^    V\iA  ct^^ii   had  an  influence  nn  rhi] 
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niagnet,  we  will  uuhe$itattDgly  express  our  firm  conviction,  that 
lot  even  the  talented  Sir  Robert  Peel,  the  g^allant  Sir  Edward 
Codring:ion,  nor  Ireland's  cbampionp  Daniel  O'Connell,  all  being 
members  of  the  committee,  would    have  thought  of  the  buttons 
on  the  coat,  if,   like  the   toasts,  which  are  given  to  the  toast- 
master,   it    bad  not  been   set   down   in  ilie  list,  as  a  question, 
which  could  be  very  easily  answered,  and  lo  which  very  little 
^consequence  was  attached,  whether  answertd  in  the  affirmative 
the  negative.     At  all  events,  we  are  certain,  that  no  sailor 
will  substitute  brass  buttons  for  cloth  ones,  in  consequence  of  tho 
|iscovery  of  Capt,  Ross;  or  that    he  will   make  any  difference 
his  reckoning,  whether  he  has  on  a  plain  Flushing  jacket,  or 
lis  beat  Sunday  coal,  with  a  double  row  of  brass  buttons  glit- 
Iring  on  either  side. 
It  must,   however,  be  renin rked,  that  Capt,  Ross,  in  sovcral  in- 
jUinces,  intimates  to  the  committee,  that  he  withholds  from  theni 
prtain  points  of  information,  as    it  might  prove  prejudicial  to 
his  forthcoming  publication;  and,  therefore,  we  can  only  com- 
ment upon  that    part  of    the  evidence,  which  is  before  us ;  and 
w©   do    not    hesitate  to  affirm,    that  Capt.  Ross  is  highly  obli- 
gated  to  every  member  of  the  committee,  who  questioned  him: 
for,    had  they  been    well-paid  advocates,  they   could   not   have 
exerted    themselves  more  strenuously  for    the  benefit    of  their 
client,  by  putting   such  questions  to  him  as  tended  to  enhance 
the  merits  of  his  services^  although  they  had  no  immediate  re- 
ference to  the  voyage,  for  which  the  reward  was  to  be  awarded  id 
him.     Thus,  a  considerable  portion  of  the  examination  is  taken 
up    in  discussing  the  extent  of  his  discoveries  during  the  first 
voyage  in    1819,  every  question  of  which  is  so  regulated  as  to 
ripad    to  an   affirmative   answer,   and  declaratory  of  the    great 
^prvieds,  which    ho  rendered   to  commerce,  and   particularly  to 
Hbe  whalo  fishery,  as  he  was  the  first,  who  proved  to  the  whale rs» 
Bluitit  was  possible  to  cross  Baffin^sBay  from  Disco  to  Lancaster 
H  \ui  that    he    had  iilso  discovered  the    place    where  the 

^^^^^       rt  lo   href  (! .   which  place,  however,  if  ho  did  dia- 
^^^^^^^^^^  wholly  lo  mention  in  the  histpry  of  hii. 
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To  return,  however,  to  our  narrative.  On  ih©  7th  of  Jqo^! 
^i;^  Capt.  Ross  returned  from  bis  expedition,  bringing  with  bimfloiae 
birds  of  various  kinds,  and  some  fish,  that  he  bad  caught  in  salt 
water,  with  a  number  of  saUnon,  which  he  had  caught  in  (be 
lakes;  he  had  also  seen  hundredR  of  rein-deer,  but  not  witbiQ 
range  of  his  shot*  He  left  some  provisions  for  Commander  Rosi^ 
on  an  island,  which  proved  a  very  seasonable  supply  for  bim. 

On  the  l*2lh,  the  Esquimaux  came  to  the  ship,  who  went  to 
Shagerwak  for  his  canoe.  He  brought  with  him  his  wife  and 
family ;  the  former  of  whom  w^ent  by  the  name  of  Mrs*  Tigguin* 
geoo.  She  was,  however,  by  no  means  a  lady  of  the  most  refined 
and  delicate  habits-,  for,  being  apparently  of  a  sulky  and  taci- 
turn disposition,  she  paid  very  little  attention  to  the  objects 
around  her  ;  but  her  chief  amusement  appeared  to  be,  to  pick 
the  vermin  out  of  her  head,  and  to  eat  them,  giving  her  childrea, 
now  and  then,  one  to  taste,  as  a  kind  of  relish  to  them* 

On  the  14lh,  several  of  the  crew  were  taken  alarmingly  ill 
with  a  complaint  in  the  bowels,  and  it  became  the  general  be- 
\ief,  that  it  was  occasioned  by  the  victuals  being  cooked  in  the 
apparatus,  which  was  Slater's  patents;  the  boilers pf  which  werre 
made  of  copper,  but  the  tin  lining  of  which  was  found  to  be 
worn  off.  The  steward  was  so  ill  that  be  was  obliged  to  k^p 
his  bed,  which  he  did  for  tliree  days ;  by  judicious  treatment, 
however,  he  was  off  the  sick  list  on  the  fifth  day. 

On  the  evening  of  the  14tb,  Commander  Ross  returned^  bring* 
ing  back  with  him  only  two  of  his  dogs^  out  of  nine;  having 
been  under  the  painful  necessity  of  killing  some  of  them,  as  food 
for  the  others*  He  had  been  absent  twenty -eight  days  from  the 
ship,  during  which  time,  the  stock  of  provisions,  which  he  had 
taken  with  him  for  bis  dogs  had  become  completely  exhausted : 
every  attempt  had  failed  to  catch  a  seal,  and  no  other  al terns* 
tive  was  left,  than  to  kill  a  dog^  to  keep  the  others  even  in  com- 
mon condition  to  draw  the  sledges.  It  was  not,  however^  ooly 
the  painful  feelings^  which  the  death  of  the  dogs  excited  in  the 
breast  of  Commander  Ross,  but  it  was  also  the  great  embarrass* 
ment,  into  which  he  was  thrown,  by  the  defalcation  of  tbo  only 
power^  by  which  the  aim  of  his  ejicpedition  could  be  accomplished. 
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,h  the  death  of  ihe  doff^s,  an  extra  deg^ree  of  labor  fell  upon 
the  men,  for  that,  which  the  animals  were  accustomed  to  perform^ 
now  devolved  tipon  the  former ;  and  severe,  indeed,  were  the 
diiBcakies,  against  which  they  had  to  contend  ;  at  the  same 
time,  that  they  were  destitute,  in  some  measure,  of  that  support* 
whieb  was  necessary  to  support  their  streng'lh,  or  maintaia  the 
regular  state  of  their  health.  On  their  arrival  at  the  ship,  the 
men  appeared  tike  human  skeletons:  their  flesh  shrivelled,  their 
countenances  wao  and  doleful,  their  gait  feeble  am}  tottering,^^J 
and  their  general  appearance  bespeaking  the  liberated  inmates^^^ 
of  a  prison,  or  a  few  miserable  objects,  who  had  escaped  from 
the  city  of  the  plague. 

The  result  of  this  expedition  was  any  thing  but  fortunate,  or 
cheering;  in  fact,  to  whatever  quarter  Commander  Ross  directed 
his  course*  the  conviction  became  still  stronger  impressed  upon 
him,  that,  in  regard  to  the  ultimate  object  of  the  expedition, 
the  prospect  before  him  was  one  of  the  most  disheartening 
nature.  The  extent  of  his  researches  to  the  southward,  had 
not  indeed  been  very  wide,  but  as  he  never  conjectured,  that 
the  passage  was  to  be  found  m  that  quarter,  he  had  not  paid 
such  particular  attention  to  it,  as  he  had  done  to  the  westward. 
It  was,  however,  his  comparatively  total  failure  in  the  latter 
quarter,  which  determined  him  to  prosecute  his  researches  fur- 
ther to  the  southward  ;  and,  with  that  perseverance,  and  un- 
daunted fortitude,  which  are  the  prominent  features  in  his 
character,  he  determined  upon  another  expedition  to  the  south- 
ward, taking  with  him,  however^  that  material,  the  want  of 
which  was  so  severely  felt  on  his  preceding  excursions,  and 
which  contributed  in  a  great  degree  to  their  failure. 

The  month  of  June  may  be  denominated  the  sporting  season 
in  the  Esquimaux  country:  the  birds  Imve  migrated  from  the 
$oath»  and  not  a  day  elapsed,  but  some  of  the  crew  of  the  Vic- 
tory came  home  laden  with  the  spoils  of  the  chase.  There  was, 
however,  something  rather  unsportsmanlike  in  their  proceed- 
ings, for  they  killed  the  hares,  although  big  with  young,  from 
one  of  which,  Commander  Ross  took  four  young  ones ;  the 
groti9e  were  shot  in  the  very  act  of  incubation;  the  de^T^xuXW 
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^vi  of  bring'ing  forth  its  young";  in  fiu^l^  every  conf^ideratl 
which  influences  the  canduct  of  the  g;eiiuine  eporteman,  appeared 
with  them  to  be  of  no  effect — if  their  bag  were  only  filled;  the 
circumstances,  under  which  it  was  accomplished,  were  never 
taken  into  the  account.  Amongst  the  most  beautiful  of  the 
birds,  that  were  killed,  were  the  mountain  hawks,  or  the  great 
tirrrihern  diver,  two  of  which  were  shot  in  one  day,  by  Robert 
Shreevo,  the  carpenter's  mate,  the  male  bird  weighing*  13tt>8, 
8oz.  and  the  female  9tb5  I0oz»  They  were  delivered  over  to 
Capt.  Ross,  and  they  appeared  as  no  secondary  ornameut  in  h 
^abin^t  of  curiosities. 

Commander  Ross  having  determined  to  take  another  excursioop 
the  crew  were  employed,  from  the  21fit  to  the  ^Ith,  preparing 
the  necessary  materials,  provisions,  &c.,  for  the  journey.  From 
the  great  mortality,  that  had  taken  place  amongst  the  dogi«  io 
the  last  excursion,  it  was  found  difficult  to  supply  iheir  placse 
for  the  crew,  partly  from  fatigue^  and  partly  from  sickness, 
were  by  no  means  in  a  fit  condition  to  undertake  any  Tei 
severe  labor  ;  none  of  which  was,  perhaps,  more  hard  and  try* 
ing  lo  the  constitution,  than  the  dragging  of  a  sledge  over  the 
snow,  when  the  surface  had  in  any  degree  yielded  to  the  in^ 
fluence  of  the  sun.  In  winter»  when  the  snow,  from  the  effect 
of  the  frost,  presents  a  hard,  solid,  and  almost  impenetrable  sur 
face,  the  sledge  passes  over  it  with  little  or  no  corporeal  Itthori 
as  smootlily  as  over  a  sheet  of  ice ;  but  when  the  snow  begi 
to  thaw,  the  sledge  penetrates  deeply  into  it,  forming  a  m 
like  a  plough  over  a  Geld^  and  the  draught  then  becomes  op- 
pressive  and  severe. 

On  the  25thi  ten  of  the  ablest  hands  eel  out  with  the  boat^  to 
convey  it  to  a  certain  distance,  where  Commander  Ross  wot 
to  take  it  up,  he  being  in  great  hopes,  with  the  aid  of  this  boat, 
to  cross  the  various  creeks  and  inlets,  which  proved  such 
ubstacle  to  him  on  his  former  expedition ;  at  the  same  time,  t 
it  was  of  that  fragile  make,  as  to  offer  little  safety  or 
tectionp  when  navigating  amongst  heavy  bodies  of  iee,  impel 
by  the  different  currents,  and  thereby  driven  against  the  ftinal 
burgs,  which  were  grounded  at  the  bottom.     The  men  left  th» 
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ship,  at  8  o'clock  in  the  mornirp^^  and  (  ommander  Ross  fol- 
lowed them  the  same  ni^ht  at  9,  having  twelve  days  provisions 
with  him. 

During  the  whole  of  the  24lh^  the  carpenlec  was  employed 
in  getting  the  pumps  in  order,  and  on  the  following  day,  the 
ship  was  pumped  clear,  it  being  the  first  time  that  it  had  been 
performed  for  nine  months ;  the  stench  of  the  bilged  water  was, 
however,  so  great  as  almost  to  sicken  tlie  men  ;  and  when  it  is 
considered,  thai  c^lusely^  and  compaeily  as  the  ship  may  have 
been  built,  it  was  scarcely  posfiible  to  prevent  a  portion  of  the 
noxious  effluvium  from  escaping,  some  degree  uf  surprise  is 
naturally  excited,  that  the  health  of  the  crew  should  have  been 
80  long  preserved,  or  that  the  ship  should  have  escaped  some 
of  those  epidemical  diseases,  which  are  the  consequence  of  inhal- 
ing a  tainte<l  atmosphere. 

The  labor  of  the  pumping  being  completed,  the  crew  were 
set  to  work  to  cut  the  ship  clear,  as  it  was  found  she  had  a 
list  or  inclinalion  to  the  starboard;  after  considerable  difficulty, 
they  succeeded  in  righting  her  about  6  inches,  but  still  she 
bad  a  considerable  leaning,  which,  as  it  occauioned  a  severe 
pressure  upon  her  starboard  timbers,  it  became  a  matter  of 
great  importance  to  remedy  the  evil  with  all  possible  expe- 
dition. From  the  ihiekness  of  the  ice,  it  was,  however,  found 
impracticable  at  that  time  to  bring  the  ship  to  her  proper  levels 
and,  therefore,  she  was  obliged  to  be  left  in  a  straining  position, 
as  it  was  not  feasible  to  support  her  on  the  starboard  side,  hy 
the  props  usually  employed  on  those  occasions. 

On  the  'i6th»  the  wind  came  on  to  blow  hard  from  the  west, 
but  several  bands  were  sent  with  the  dinegy,  to  a  lake  with  the 
«eine,  with  the  expectation  of  catching  some  fish^  but  after 
having  spent  almost  the  whole  of  the  day,  they  returned  in  the 
evening!  without  a  single  fish.  This  attempt  was  made  upon 
the  report  of  some  of  the  Esquimaux,  who  spoke  largely  of  llm 
quantity  of  fish,  that  were  to  be  caught  in  the  adjoining  lakes, 
and  the  first  experiment  did  not  tend  to  induce  the  crew  to 
place  any  groat  confidence  in  the  different  reports,  the  truth  of 
which,  they  had  vet  to  confirm. 
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The  effects  of  the  oxUeme  fatigue,  which  some  ofihecrcif 
had  undergone,  in  the  late  excursion  with  Comiuaoder  Roa, 
now  began  to  show  theraselves,  fi>r  of  the  few,  thai  were  Wtk 
on  board,  seven  were  laid  up  with  swelled  legs :  ibe  €oal^• 
quence  of  fatigue,  superadded  to  a  constant  exposure  to  H» 
severity  of  the  weather,  and  especially  to  their  extreniitiei 
being  perpetually  subject  to  an  extraordinary  degree^  of  cold. 

Moderate  exercise  was  prescribed  for  them,  but  with  soioft 
the  complaint  appeared  to  be  of  an  obstinate  nature,  and  vttj 
unwilling  to  yield  to  any  of  the  remedies  recommended*  A 
deficiency  of  manual  power  was,  however,  at  this  period  la  be 
particularly  deplored ;  for  a  number  of  hands  were  almost  »!• 
ways  ab^nt  on  an  expedition,  either  with  Capt*  Ross  or  hi* 
nephew  ;  and  the  season  liaving  arrived,  when  the  preparaiiuoi 
were  to  be  made  for  proceeding  on  the  voyage,  an  extra  portion. 
iif  duty  fell  to  those,  who  were  left  on  board,  and  which  wastiit 
instigation  of  many  complaints,  which  Capt.  RosSp  in  some 
inKtanccJi,  srareety  knew  how  to  redress,  as  tliey  were  actoallv 
founded  on  right  and  justice,  and  by  no  means  iu  coGtraveuUaa 
of  the  discipline  of  the  ship. 

The  men  expressed  their  readiness  to  perform  the  regulif, 
and  allotted  duties  of  the  ship,  but  they  also  required  their  statMl 
periods  of  rest  and  relaxation.  Thus,  the  larboard  and  tiiir* 
btiard  watches  were  in  duty  bound  to  work  during  ib^f  re- 
spective watches,  hut^  at  the  expiration  of  the  stipulated  periol 
of  four  hours,  they  were  not  in  the  least  inclined  to  prolong 
their  labors,  but  turned  in,  into  their  hammocks,  as  regularly 
a  horse  into  his  stall,  or  a  pig  into  his  stye.  This  was,  how* 
ever,  a  system,  considering  the  extreme  paucity  of  hands,  whidl 
could  not  be  allowed,  consistently  with  the  despatch,  that  wi 
necessary  for  the  repairs  and  the  rigging  out  of  the  ship.  I 
vain  did  Capt.  Ross  expound  to  them  the  urgent  necessity  of 
remitting  labor;  in  vain  did  behold  out  to  them,  thai  th«  dm 
covery  of  the  North  West  Passage  was  in  immediate  proi^pecl 
before  them,  and  which  was  only  to  be  accomplished  by  puttiiv 
the  Victory  in  a  proper  state  to  prosecute  her  voyage; — in  r«gift 
to  the  first,  although  it  m^gUt  be  evident  to  them,   that  ih^ 
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Ity  of  the  incessant  labor  actually  existed,  it  by  no  means 
followed,  in  their  opinion,  that  they  were  in  necessity  bound  to 
comply  with  it;^ — and  respecting' the  second  great  and  impor- 
tant point,  it  might  be  tnie.  that  the  discovery  of  the  North 
West  Passage  was  before  them,  but  it  could  not  be  beaten  iuto 
their  obdurate  and  obstinate  comprehensions,  that  the  commander 
of  the  expedition  had  any  legal  or  professional  right  to  promote 
the  accomplishment  of  it,  at  the  sacrifice  of  iheir  health,  and, 
perhaps^  eventually  of  their  lives.  Then,  it  became  a  serious 
quest ion»  whether  the  excursions  on  land  were  to  he  di.?continued, 
or  the  risk  run^of  not  having  the  ship  in  a  proper  slate  of  equip- 
ment^  on  the  breaking  up  of  the  ice,  to  prosecute  the  voyage. 
Commander  Ross  was  firm  and  strenuous  in  his  opiniooi  Chat  it 
was  idle  to  talk  of  prosecuting  the  voyage  in  the  quarter^  in 
which  they  then  lay,  without  first  ascertaining,  whether,  from 
the  geographical  situation  of  the  country,  it  was  possible  to 
make  any  progress  at  all ;  or  whether  they  were  not,  in  reality, 
at  the  utmost  extent  of  their  voyage,  as  far  as  their  direction 
westerly  was  to  be  considered,  Capt,  Ross  argued  contra,  that 
the  roost  infallible  way  to  solve  the  knotty  problem,  of  their 
having  reached  the  boundary  of  their  voyage,  would  be  to  dash 
forward  with  the  Victory,  until  her  jib-hoora  came  in  actual 
contact  with  the  land,  which  was  to  constitute  the  barrier  to 
their  further  progress. 

Prudence  and  Foresight  had  something  to  do  in  the  begetting 
of  the  opinion  of  Commander  Ross,  and  something  very  nearly 
akin  to  foolhardiness  was  the  parent  of  the  opinion  of  Capt 
Ross;  the  sequel  will  perhaps  show  lo  whom  the  meed  of  the 
fnost  correct  judgment  ought  to  be  awarded ;  at  all  events,  we 

Rk  forward  with  some  feelings  of  anxious  curiosity  to  ascertain 
manner,  in  which  Capt*  Ross  will  himself  describe  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  voyage,  from  the  first  to  the  second  winter 
(mrbour,  and  whether  he  will  have  the  candour  to  attach  what- 
ever blame  existed  in  those  proceedings  to  that  individual, 
who  is  the  most  richly  descrviiig  of  it« 

Dtiring  the  temporary  absence  of  Capt.  Ross  from  the  ship, 
not  an  eveniug  passed  o¥er^  without  some  of  the  men  leavi^^ 
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the  ship,  on  a  shooting  excursion,    and  seldom  they  returned^ 

without  a  considerabLe  booty.     They  discovered,  that  the  geeae 

had  begun  to  lay  on  the  margin  of  the  lakes,  and  their  ^gi 

formed  a  dainty  and  wholesome  repast.     The  eggs,  «m  beu^ 

weighed,    were  found    on   an   average  to    be  4}  ouaoefi— eft 

dingy  wbite,   faintly  speckled;  and  the  discovery  of  a  goose^t 

nest,   where    the  process   of    incubation   had    not  begun. 

regarded   by  them  in  the   light  of  a  treasure;   to  the  nattw 

however,  it  appeared  to   he    a    matter   of   very  trifling   import, 

whether  tlie  egg  were  fresh  laid,  or  whether  it   were   withiot 

few  days  of  being  hatched  ;    half  a  dozen  eggs  beaten  up  wilb 

the  young  ones,  in  all  the  stages  of  their  growth,  from  the  first 

develop  me  nt  of  the  form,  to  the  complete  formation  of  the  fclusv 

proved  to  the  natives,  what  a  dhh  of  calfipa^h  and  callipeeii 

to  the  gormandizing  alderman ;  nor  were  ihey  very  parlicular,«i 

tolhe  embryos  being  wholly  divested  of  the  shellai,  for  the  laiier 

appeared  to  be  nearly  of  the  same  u^e,  as  beans  in  the  feed  af  i 

horBc,  to  force  him  to  masticate  the  oais  more  thoroughly. 

The  quanlity  of  fowl,  which  was  daily  brought  to  the  shipi 
proved  of  essential  service,  not  only  in  promoting  the  heaUb  i»( 
the  crew,  by  affording  them  a  regular  supply  of  fresh  fooii 
but  it  tended  to  husband  the  resources  of  the  ship,  which,  tl 
they  were  ignorant  of  the  duration  of  their  voyage,  was  a  maitef 
of  serious  consideration. 

Trifling   as   was  the    information,    which    Capt     Ron    ll«i 
obtained  on   a   former  expedition,    he   determined   on  anotb«( 
excursion,    which   the    suilors   designated    by    the    api 
appellalion  of  a  tramp,  which,  in  their  vocabulary,  sig  J 

journey  without  knowing  the  place,  to  which  their  odurse  wi 
to  be  directed.  Accordingly,  early  on  the  morning  of  tlie  29tli 
a  party  were  sent  forward  to  the  distance  of  about  9  miles,  will 
the  boat,  provisions,  &c.,  and  having  deposited  them  in  a  cerM 
place,  some  of  the  men  were  to  return  to  the  ship,  whilst 
remainder  were  to  await  the  arrival  of  Capt.  Ross.  During  tin 
ahsi'nce  of  the  men  fcom  the  ship,  an  Esquimaux  arrived  wit 
his  wife  and  two  children,  bringing  with  them  a  small  m 
of  the  weight  of  10  ounces.    The  fi4i  was  immodiutelv  deli 


LAST    VOYAGE    UP    CAI'T.  BUS4S. 


449 


«Ter  to  the  cook,  to  dress  it  with  the  sauce  a  la  Maitre  D' Hotel j 
lis  a  geasonal*Ie  repast  for  Capt.  Ross,  previously  to  the  journey, 
which  he  was  on  the  eve  of  cnramencing* 

From  the  report  given  by  these  Esquimaux,  the  lakes  in  the 
vicinity  abounded  with  Balmon,  but  their  means  of  catchrrif^ 
them  were  so  confined,  that  they  were  frequently  in  a  starving 
condition^  altliou^h  they  saw  shoals  of  fish  in  the  water,  from 
which  they  could  have  derived  their  subsistence  for  some  months 
to  come.  On  Capt,  Ross*  expressinof  his  doubt  of  the  truth  of 
the  report  touching  fhe  quantity  offish  in  the  lakes,  arising'  from 
the  total  failure,  which  some  of  the  crew  experienced  in  fisliiuo^ 
in  one  of  them,  when  not  a  single  fish  was  caught,  the  Esquimaux* 
apparently  hurt  at  the  want  of  faith,  that  was  reposed  in  him, 
otlered  to  accompany  Capt.  Ros^s  to  the  lakes,  where  his  word^ 
could  be  verified,  and  if  i^uch  wore  not  the  case,  he  would  fore- 
go all  claim  to  any  reward,  whicli  mi^^lit  otherwise  be  his  due. 
This  offer  would  have  instantly  been  accepted  by  Capt  Ross,  but 
his  party  were  In  waitinj^  for  him  at  some  distance,  in  a  direction 
opposite  to  the  lakes,  and  therefore  he  informed  the  Rsquimaux, 
llmt  althougfh  he  could  not  at  that  time  take  advantage  of  his 
offer,  yet,  if  he  would  return  after  ten  seniki^^  he  would  give 
him  a  handsome  reward.  Tiiis,  the  Esqtiimaux  promised  to  per- 
form, but  l»e  liad  not  then  asked  the  consent  of  UU  wife,  and  it 
is  cerlainly  a  great  act  of  folly  in  any  man,  to  enter  into  a  con- 
tract for  tlie  performance  of  an  action,  when  it  is  actually  de- 
pendent u|>on  the  authority  of  an  individual,  who  has  not  been 
consulted  at  the  time,  and  who,  by  nature,  is  so  wavering  and 
inconstant,  that  that  which  she  approves  of  to-day»  isreprobaled 
and  discountenanced  lo-morrow.  Caj^t.  Ross  had  receivtd  two 
proofs  of  tiie  fragility  of  an  Esquimaux*s  promises,  and,  there- 
fore, he  did  not  place  any  great  reliance  on  that,  which  he  liad 
just  then  received.  He  might  indeed  have  received  some  con- 
firmation of  it  from  the  nniuth  of  the  wife  herself;  but,  to  the 
great  surprise  of  Capt,  Ross,  she  was  discovered  to  be  duml), 
which,  80  far  from  provmg  a  drawback  to  her  marriage,  investetl 
her  with  the  character  of  one  of  the  best  wives  amongst  the  Ks- 
quimaux  people*     The  infirmitv  of  the  wife   led  Capt,  Ro^s  tg^ 

19.  a  tf 


450 


LAST    TornalC  OF  CAPT.    ROSS. 


I 


believe  that,  in  thb  instance,  the  |>romise  would  be  kept;  anJ» 
havings  reirarded  them  with  a  couple  of  fish-hooks  for  the  salmon, 
which  t!rey  had  brought,  they  left  the  ship>  bending  their  course 
to  the  south  east.  ^ 

At  7  o*cIock  in  the  ereninnr,  Capt.  Ross  left  the  ship  on  his| 
excursion,  but  lialf  an  hour  had  scarcely  elapsed*  before  one 
of  the  party  returned,  with  tlie  intelligence  that  the  sledge  bad 
broken  down,  and  that  the  carpenter  was  to  accompany  him  to 
|ihe  spot,  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  it.  Towards  evening  some 
more  of  tl»e  party  returned,  having  seen  on  their  way  five  deei 
witli  their  fawns. 

On  the  following  day,  the  whole  of  the  crew  were  on  the 
alert »  vrith  the  hope  of  falling  in  with  the  deer  and  the  fawns, 
but,  after  s|>endirjLf  nearly  the  whole  of  the  day  in  quest  of  them, 
they  returned  wltli  only  two  geese  and  ihree  plovers. 

The  crew  were  now  chiefly  employed  in  painting  the  maft 
heads,  and  rigging  out  of  the  ship,  in  which  they  were  encou-  m 
raged  by  the  tfiought,  that  they  were  then  fitting  the  masts,  <^ 
which  were  to  bear  their  sails  into  seas,  whore  a  sail  had  never 
been  reefed  before,  and  which  were  to  be  filled  with  the  breeie, 
that  was  to  waft  them  to  a  land,  untrodden  as  yet  bv  Kuropean 
f()ot.  and  which  was  to  carry  their  names  down  to  posterity,  as 
the  greatest,  the  noblest  of  BritiJih  mariners* 

On  the  3rd  of  July,  Commander  Ross  returned  from  his  excur- 
sion, and  on  the  same  evening  Capt.  Ross  returned,  bringing 
with  him  a  heavy  load  of  fish,  whieh  he  liad  obtained  from  the 
Esquimaux,  amounting  to  between  four  and  five  hundred  pounds. 
These  were  fish,  that  the  Esquimatix  had  burfed  since  l«sl 
August  or  September,  it  being  their  custom,  in  general,  to  burv 
in  the  snow  their  superfluous  stock,  to  which  they  repair  in  ihe 
winter  when  short  of  provisions,  but,  notwithstanding  their 
habitual  gluttony,  they  will  sometimes  endure  the  utmost  ax* 
treme  of  hunger,  rather  than  undergo  the  fatigue  of  trmvelling 
to  their  stow-holes,  to  fetch  away  a  part  of  their  contents,  TIte 
whole  of  these  fish  were  as  hard  as  a  rock,  from  the  intensti? 
the  frost,  but,  on  being  thawed,  the  juices  of  the  fish  appeared' 
to  be  as  fresh  as  on  the  iiay  of  their  capture*    This  great  ottm-^ 
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Der  of  fish  wer^  obtained  f(*r  a  seal  knife;  but  Capt*  Ross  was 
obliged  to  leave  a  still  ^renter  number  behind  him.  Which  n 
party  were  to  be  sent  from  the  sliip,  on  the  following  duy,  to  fetch 
awav,  Capt.  Ross  shw  two  bears,  and  salmon  innumerable,  of 
which  he  was  rosoh^edto  take  the  advajitnge,  by  sending  a  party 
with  a  net  to  catch  them,  Commj^nder  James  could  have  almost 
expended  his  ammijniti-*n  in  tirioif  at  the  ditTerent  animals,  par* 
ticularly  deer  anu  bears;  bnt,  not  being  possessed  of  the  means 
of  conveying  ihem  to  tlie  shift,  from  the  inability  of  the  crew  to 
drag  the  sledges,  he  forbore  firing  at  thf*m,  allhourrh,  in  some  in- 
stances, he  foun<i  it  necessnry  to  check  the  audacity  of  the  bear^, 
if  a  visitation  from  one  of  his  rifle  balls,  and  to  show  them,  that 
ke  was  perfectly  prepared  for  ihem,  if  they  should  pre^ime^  to 
Dake  an  attack. 

On  Sunday  the  4th  of  July,  a  ratio  of  three  pounds  of  salmon, 
Bad  four  ounces  of  rice,  wae  served  to  each  man,  in  lieu  of  pre- 
erved   meats,  and  from  its  being  a  complete  change  of  diet, 
tith  the  prospect  of  its  continuance,  the  crevv  exhibited  some 
>ecimens  of  the  prevalent  vice  of  their  new  acquaintance,  the 
{uimaux,  in  gluttony;  from   which,    however,  no  ill   effects 
resented  themi*elves  on  the  following  day,  although  it  was  in 
*me  measure  to  be  feared,  from  the  peculiar  state  in  which  the 
fish  were  dressed. 

Late  in  the  evening  the  party  returned,  which  tiad  been  de- 
spatched for  the  (ish,  wliich  Capt,  Ross  liad  left  behind  him.  and 
the  number,  which  Ihey  now  brought,  was  considerably  greater 
.  ^ao  that,  which  had  been  brought  by  Capt,  Ross,     These  tish 
fere,  however,  not  all  of  them  the  produce  of  tho  last  year's 
shery,  for  the  greater  part  of  them  were  fresh  caught.    The 
***en  were  immediately  set  to  work  to  clean  oul  a  tank,  thirt  had 
^e%o  obtained  from  the  stores  of  the  Furyt  for  the  purpose  ol 
5»feserving  the  fish,  as  a  supply  for  the     ^ 
**>^thod  of  stowing  away  the  fish,  was  pen 
1^  thick  layer  of  snow  at  the  bottom  of  the  i 
^^h«  and  so  on  until  the  tank  was  filled* 
^•^Hing  away  their  fish,  never  adoj)ted  the  plai 
an 
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especially  that  parti  whieli  wais  cotuij^^uous  to  the  iiver;  it  wai^ 
however,  no  trifling  occupatir»n  fur  the  crew  of  the  Victory, 
gul  and  clean  between  two  anil  three  hundred  fish;  and  ajs  it  i 
considered  un  extra  lahtir,  apart  (Vnm  the  usual  routine  of  thel 
duty  of  the  ship,  there  were  Rome  amongst  the  crew,  who,  not* 
withstanding^  the  hearty  rneal,  which  the  fish  had  afforded  them 
on  the  precedirii^  day,  heartily  wished*  that  there  was  not  « 
salmon  <o  he  cauj^ht  in  any  of  the  Liken  cif  (he  country. 

On  the  7lh  July,  Capl.  Rn^<t  had  the  xatisfiiclion  of  emanei' 
pating  frnui  iheir  thraldom  the  major  pMrtiim  of  the  pieces  of 
the  sleanr  engine,  which  had  been  imbedded  in  the  ice.  eiret 
hince  the  Victory  had  been  in  her  present  harbour.  The  ac<|Ut- 
Ritton  of  theio  waK,  however,  scarcely  worth  the  labor,  which 
was  bestowed  upcm  it,  far  their  value  was  now  only  merely 
relative,  ixft  to  the  uses,  to  which  they  might  be  afterwards  ap- 
plied, for  ill  theme IsYcs  they  were  nothing  more  than  so  cuaD/ 
pieces  of  u^elesis  lumber. 

Duriuor  an  excursion,  which  two  of  the  crew  made  this  dav, 
for  the  purpose  of  intercepting  snme  of  the  deer,  which  vkem 
observed  hendino:  their  course  to  the  northward,  they  fell  ill 
with  an  old  fox,  which  had  seven  cubs.  After  some  mancpuvring. 
they  ^ot  within  shot  of  the  moth*^r.  and  «onn  killed  her.  when 
h?r  entire  progeny  were  caught  by  the  tsiailors,  and  coaveyed 
oil  board. 

On  Sunday  the  9th,  an  Ej*quiniaux  came  to  the  ship,  for  tha 
purpose  of  informing  Capt.  Ross,  that  he  had  a  number  of  »aK 
inon  in  a  stuwludo,  wliich  it  was  his  desire  to  dispose  of;  and 
a  party  was  shortly  afterwards  sent  with  the  Esquimaux  to  con- 
vey the  salmon  to  the  ship  ;  the  remuneration  demanded,  beiii|; 
only  a  file  and  a  seal  knife.  The  party  returned  in  tbeeveoiog* 
with  1G3  fish;  105  being  dried,  and  the  remainder  ttot  dried. 

In  speaking  of  these  fish,  which  were  called  salmoii,  ihey 
must  not  be  supposed  to  come  to  any  thing  appniachin^  tir 
size  of  the  fish  caught  in  the  rivers  of  Scotland  or  KngUiid  ;  in 
fact,  they  can  only  be  considered  as  a  species  of  trout,  fiif  ihi 
whole  16B  weighed  only  122tbs,  6oz^.»  which  is  not  a  pound  to 
a  fish.      Tile    number,    that    were    caught,    howefer,    Appmri 
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actually  incredible,  nor  in  one  instance  could  we  ourselves  give 
credit  to  it>  on  the  statement  of  only  one  of  the  crew,  that  was 
present,  but  we  made  the  enquiry  of  another  of  the  crew,  and 
he  fully  corroborated  the  statement  of  his  messmate. 

On  the  15th,  two  of  the  old  Esquimaux  came  to  the  ship,  and 
informed  Capt.  Ross,  that  they  were  going  to  fish;  Commander 
Ross  determined  to  accompany  them,  for,  if  their  report  were 
true,  a  few  hauls  with  the  net  would  furnish  them  with  an  ample 
supply  for  the  whole  of  the  ensuing  winter. 

The  Esquimaux  remained  on  board  all  night,  and  early  in 
the  following  morning.  Commander  Ross  and  Mr.  Mc^Diarmid 
smarted  with  them,  attended  by  eight  men  and  two  sledges. 
The  report  of  the  natives,  respecting  the  number  of  salmon,  that 
swarm  in  these  lakes,  was  soon  verified,  for,  on  the  first  haul 
with  thp  net,  they  brought  5?0  on  shore  ! — and  the  next  haul, 
1180!!  Nothing,  however,  could  exceed  the  surprise  and  joy 
of  the  Esquimaux,  when  they  saw  such  a  shoal  of  fish  tumbling 
i.n  shore,  accustomed  as  they  had  nitherto  been  to  catch  theni 
ojily  by  two  or  three  at  a  time,  according  to  the  number  of 
liooks,  which  they  might  have  in  their  possession.  On  this 
occasiop,  however,  when  they  saw  the  fish  coming  in  shoals  on 
shore,  they  jumped  into  the  water,  uttering  the  loudest  excla- 
ipations  of  joy,  and  began  to  ladle  the  fish  out  with  their  hands, 
throwing  them  as  far  upon  the  land  as  possible;  but  the  most 
extraordinary  of  all  their  motions  was,  the  manner,  in  which 
thfy  wpuld  have  killed  the  fish,  had  they  been  permitted  by 
Commemder  Ross;  for,  taking  the  fish  in  their  hands,  they  car- 
ried it  to  their  mouth,  and  opening  it  to  its  full  extent,  bit  off 
the  back  part  of  the  head  of  the  fish,  not  disdaining  to  eat  the 
hitten  part  in  its  raw  state,  and  to  all  appearances  with  an  ex- 
quisite degree  of  relish.  Commander  Ross  had,  however,  lived 
long  enough  in  his  native  country  to  know,  that  there  were  other 
people  besides  the  Esquimaux,  who  consider  the  jowl  of  the 
salmon  by  fio  means  as  an  inf<>riQr  juirl  of  the  fish,  and  therefore 
he  felt  na  great  incUnaiion  to  Uavo  all  bis  ii»U  mutilated  in  that 
quarter^  ^here  the  epicttra  look«  for  his  dainty  morsel  of  griitle. 
t'inding  it  i0ipo«i|h||M4  tff«%*'v  nH   thtt  fi«h  to  the  ship,  Com- 
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roander  Ross  gave  ibe  Esqaimaux  as  many  aa  ihey  could  canr: 
and  he  gave  thetn  to  understHiid,  that  after  three  senikn^  be 
should  be  at  the  lake  aguin,  when,  iT  he  were  equally  success* 
fuL  a  further  supply  should  be  ^iven  them. 

On  the  VZth,  the  mesg-berth  of  the  crew  was  removed  to  the 
fore  head,  for  the  purpose  of  having  the  winter  one  cleaned,  aad 
painted  :  for,  what  with  the  constant  burning  of  the  lamps  and 
other  accidental  causes,  the  winter  habitation  had  assumed  a 
blackness,  very  much  resembling  a  blacksmiths  forgo,  or  llw 
interior  of  a  gasometer. 


**  Black  were  \in  sides,  iia  den«  oi  Erebrii% 

And  they,  ^nho  dwelt  therein,  look'd  like  the  fleods, 

Who  in  Tartarean  caves  the  damned  vei.^ 

And  fmm  tbclr  throats  beloh  forth  huge  wreaihsof  smoke. 

Of  sulphurous  stench,  ati fling  the  breath  of  life.** 


A  piirt  of  the  labor  of  the  crew  now  consifited  in  gelling  Of^ 
board  the  flug'f^,  pikos,  &c.  af«  well  as  all  the  instruments,  thai 
hud  been  used  in  the  observatories ;  and  every  thing  indicated 
the  approathing-  departure  from  a  place,  which  might  never  be 
visited  again,  and  where  few  circumstances  had  occurred  to  ren- 
der the  recollection  of  it  agreeable.  The  monument  of  snow 
would  in  a  short  time  be  the  only  recordj  that  the  place  had  been 
visited  by  the  stranger:  but  there  was  no  one  left  behind,  to 
tell  whither  he  was  gone,  or  the  fate,  that  had  befallen  him. 

The  rigging  of  the  i«hip  was  now  nearly  finished  ;  on  the  20th. 
the  crow's  nest  was  got  up,  and  the  Victory,  as  the  sailors  ex- 
pressed themselves,  began  to  look  like  herself  again ;  on  the 
•ilst,  some  of  the  sails  were  bent,  and  the  crew  got  their  cbects 
and  bedding  ashore,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  them  a  proper 
airing  previously  to  moving  into  the  hatf-deek.  The  sailors  were, 
however,  greatly  tormented  by  the  mo^iquiloes,  which  swarai 
m  those  latitudes  in  the  summer  months,  and  from  which  tbey 
could  scarcely  find  any  protection  either  by  night  or  dmy. 

The  chief  business  of  the  Esc^uimaux,  at  this  season  of  tfie  yeat. 


LAST    VOYAGE    OF   CAPT.    ROSS.  455 

Appeared  to  be,  the  tranaportation  of  their  hoards  of  fish  from 
(jup  station  to  another  ;  for  it  was  remarked,  that  they  never 
fixed  their  habitations  twice  in  tlie  same  place,  which  imposed 
upon  them  an  additional  degree  of  trouble,  for  it  was  natural  to 
suppose,  ihat  they  would  build  their  huts  where  their  magazines 
were  to  be  found  :  on  the  contrary,  they  built  their  huts  at  a 
distance  from  their  stores,  on  the  principle,  we  suppose^  that  it 
is  not  so  well  to  take  the  horse  to  the  water,  as  to  bring  the  water 
to  the  horse. 

In  pursuance  of  his  appointment  with  the  two  Esquimaux, 
Commander  Ross  repaired,  after  the  three  .?emi.5,  to  the  fishing 
lake,  and,  on  his  arrival  there,  he  found,  that  his  acquaintance 
had  been  there  several  hours  before  him  On  observing  him  ap- 
proaching, they  set  up  a  loud  shout  of  joy,  and  placed  them- 
selves in  the  most  grotesque  attitudes,  pointing  to  the  lake,  as  if 
declaratory  that  the  cause  of  their  joy  was  there  to  be  looked 
for.  On  arriving  at  the  margin  of  the  lake,  Commander  Ross 
was  well  able  to  account  for  their  transports  of  joy,  for  the  lake 
appeared  actually  as  if  it  were  filled  with  fish.  No  time  was  lost 
in  throwing  in  the  seine,  and  at  the  first  haul  they  brought  out 
8,400!  the  seine  threatening  to  break  every  moment,  with  the 
weight  of  the  fish.  There  is  only  one  other  haul  of  fish  on  re- 
cord,  which  can  stand  the  comparison  with  this  most  wonderful 
draught  of  fishes :  but  the  former,  was  a  miracle,  the  latter,  a 
natural  occurrence.  The  tacksmen  of  the  salmon  fisheries  of 
Scotland,  however,  would  look  upon  a  haul  of  3,400  salmon  in 
one  net,  as  one  of  the  greatest  miracles,  that  ever  happened  in 
their  country,  since  their  patron  Saint  Andrew  fed,  and  satisfied 
the  hunger  of  three  hundred  of  their  highland  coimtrymen  with 
a  bullock's  liver. 

The  number  of  men  on  the  sick  list  were  still  great;  nor  was 
their  progress  to  recovery  so  rapid,  as  the  nature  of  their  com- 
plaint had  originally  led  their  medical  attendant  to  suppc 
would  be  the  case.  Daily  exercise  was  prescribed  to  them  ;  and 
tbe  facility,  with  which  fresh  provisions  wore  obtained,  excited 
I ibe  strongest  hope,  that  the  complaint  would  soon  yield  to  the 
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regimeo*  that  was  preiteribed,  A  elight  indication  of  scarry 
ab^o  manifested  itself  at  this  time,  which  if^xcited  greater  aUrm 
than  any  other  com|ilaint,  with  which  the  crew  were  afflicted 
for  the  Bcurvy  on  board  a  Rhip,  the  smalUpox  in  a  Hottentot 
village,  and  the  cholera  in  an  Indian  army^  are  similar  in  their 
mortal  consequences. 

As  Commander  Ross  did  not  return  the  same  night,  from  Ijii 
fishing  expedition,  some  apprehensiong  were  entertained,  that 
an  accident  had  huftkllen  him,  and  accordingly  a  party  were  sent 
from  the  ship,  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  his  protracted  stay. 
Half  way  from  the  sltip,  however^  he  was  seen  advancing ;  lii« 
sledges  so  laden  with  fish,  tfiat  the  dogs,  with  the  assistance  of 
the  men,  could  scarcely  drag  them  along.  It  appeared,  from 
the  report,  which  he  gave,  that  he  threw  the  net  in  a  second 
time,  entirely  for  the  benefit  of  the  natives,  and  the  number  of 
fish  caught,  amounted  to  2.^360  :  making  altogether,  in  two  haul?, 
the  almost  incredible  number  of  5,760  fish  1  I  Commander  Roft 
appropriated  only  600  to  himself;  leaving  the  remainder  te  be 
disposed  of  by  the  natives  amongst  tliemselves,  according  to 
their  own  will  and  pleaKuro.  This  step,  on  the  part  of  Com- 
mander RosSj  was  one  of  great  kindness  and  humanity  toward>( 
the  poor  creatures;  for  one  of  their  chief  means  of  subsistence 
during  the  winter,  or,  when  the  seals  begin  to  get  scarce,  i« 
their  hoards  offish,  which  they  may  have  caught  during  th€ 
summer ;  and  two  such  hauls,  as  had  been  t»btatned  by  Com- 
mander Ross,  was  nearly  ^uffic^ient  to  place  the  whole  of  ihe 
tribe  out  of  the  fear  of  saffering  from  want,  for  the  whole  oflh© 
ensuing  winter,  independently  of  the  ample  supply  of  food,  whictr 
it  furnished  them  for  the  present  time. 

If  the  minds  of  tlie  Esquimaux  were  inclined,  previousl 
the  capture  of  so   many  fish,  to  entertain  the   belief,  that 
strangers    were  beings  of  a   supernatural    cast,  the   late  t^veiil* 
were  well  calculated  to  confirm  them  in  that  opinion;  Bir  H 
far  beyond   the  limits  of  their  conception,  to  compref' 
the  capture  of  nearly  6000  fish,  at  two  hauls,  coold 
p}ished  by  any  other  beings  than  those^  who  h«il 
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of  the  aDimal  world  under  their  dominion,  and  which,  therefore, 
liastened  in  swarms  to  be  killed,  whenever  it  was  the  will  of 
their  masters,  ,that  their  lives  should  be  sacrificed.  It  was  the 
intention  of  Commander  Ross,  to  have  left  with  the  natives  a 
piece  of  netting,  sufficiently  large  to  enable  them  to  catch  a 
limited  number  of  fish  at  a  time,  and  it  would  have  been  a  kind 
of  boon  to  the  nation  at  large ;  but  his  good  intentions  were 
frustrated  by  the  misconduct  of  the  Esquimaux  themselves,  who, 
in  return  for  his  g'enerosity,  in  having  bestowed  upon  them 
such  a  number  of  fish,  attempted  to  steal  one  of  his  nets,  an 
act,  in  his  eyes,  which  rendered  them  undeserving  of  any  future 
act  of  kindness. 

On  the  22nd.  two  of  the  crew  were  sent  inland,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  bringing  some  of  the  articles,  which  Commander  Ross 
had  left  in  a  particular  place,  from  his  inability  to  convey  them 
to  the  ship,  on  account  of  his  heavy  load  of  fish,  which  he  had  to 
convey ;  and  on  their  return  to  the  ship,  they  brought  with  them 
a  live  leveret,  which  they  had  hunted  down,  and  which  it  was 
their  hope,  that  they  should  be  able  to  keep  alive  during  the 
remainder  of  the  voyage. 

These  men  also  brought  home  Some  small  birds,  which  they 
had  killed,  for  their  tameness  was  so  great,  Ihat  they  were  able 
to  knock  them  down  with  their  poles.  They  almost  verified  the 
description  in  Cowper's  beautiful  lines,  supposed  to  be  written 
by  Alexander  Selkirk  : — 

''.They  are  so  unacquainted  with  roan. 
Their  tameness  is  shocking  to  me/* 

On  the  24tb  July,  the  thip,  for  the  first  time  since  its  being 

blocked  up,  wa*  mm^mti                        ice,   and  the   launch  was 

nearly  so.     thi  ^  easily  imagined, 

at  the  near  pn»f  ^mancipation 

from  a  loiig»  <  ;  and 
the  i^xtiemf 
hud  bi 
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ribbed  ice,*"  looked  forward  to  the  time,  when  once 
rn  element,  they  would  listen  to  the  shrill  wbisile, 

"  Which  doth  order  give 
To  sounds  oonfui*d^  and  mark  the  thr^aden  «atl», 
Home  with  lh«  invisible  and  creeping  wind. 
Draw  the  huge  bottoraii  through  the  furrowed  ^a, 
Rreastlng  the  lofty  turge/* 

tly  in  the  morning  of  the  25th,  Commander  Ross  toakj 
excursion  into  the  countryt  f'^f  the  purpose  of  gathering*  flowe 
catching  insectR  and  butterflies,  or  any  oilier  object  of  natanl 
history ,  that  might  fall  in  hift  way:  his  c^uccess  in  those  de^- 
menU  wni*  not,  liuwever,  very  great;  nor  could  it  be  expecled 
that  Flora  would  be  very  lavish  of  her  beauties  in  a  hyperboreao 
region,  or  tlmt  Nature  would  deck  the  few  **  winged  iohabitaQts 
of  the  air,**  with  all  the  gaudy  dies  and  glittering  hues,  which 
delight  the  eye  in  tropical  climes.  Here,  there  was  no  roaming 
at  liberty  in  the  iiun-lit  fields,  and  sequestered  dells,  where  the 
modest  primrose*  the  golden  buttercup,  the  splendid  foxglove, 
the  dancing  daffodil,  and  the  sweet-scented  violet  are  profusely 
acattored.  Here,  you  could  not  lie  at  your  length  at  mid-day,^ 
on  the  side  of  the  broad- breasted  mountain,  purple  with  heath 
flower*  entranced  with  silent  extaey  ;  or  sit  on  a  shady  bajik, 
gazing  on  the  earliest  primrose  of  the  year,  with  admiriag 
wonder,  or  bend  in  a  retired  nook,  with  intensiity  of  interest, 
over  the  blue  minute  flower  of  the  forget-tne-not.  No;  Wf* 
Nature  was  seated  on  her  throne  of  sterility,  in  the  very  verge  of 
her  empire;  some  tiny  flower,  to  which  all  odour  i^  d, 

aud  pale  and  faint  in  colours,  peeped  through  so-^-^^  • 

rock^  shrinking  from  the  sullen  blast,  which  ot  tn 
itt  and   apparently  conscious  of  the  brevity  of      ^ 
Some  stinted  blades  of  grass,  which  had  borne  the  vir 
%uow  of  an  arctic  winter,  shot  forth  their  spiral  bea 
tuft«»,  yielding    to  the  hare  its  scanty  feod,  but  L 
M^ilUlt  10  bear  a  iieed.     The  pilgrim  in  the  Sieppea 
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in  the  deserts  of  Afiica,  or  the  savauiiahs  of  America,  has  the 
tree,  under  which  he  can  shelter  himself,  but  in  the  region  of 
desolatiun,  the  eye  wtimlers  over  an  illituitabie  extent  of  f^now- 
covered  rocks — the  vault  of  heaven  resting  upon  them,  round 
and  round,  as  if  it  were  the  limits  of  the  worfd. 

From  5?uch  a  region  as  this,  littl**  could  Commander  Ross  ex- 
pect to  gain,  whereby  he  could  enlarge  his  knowledge  of  the 
animal  or  the  vegetable  kingdom,  or  obtain  any  valuable  addition 
to  his  scanty  stock  of  natural  curiosities.  Amongst  the  animals 
hitherto  obtained,  their  natural  history  was  well  known,  as 
being  only  modifieatioo:!;  of  the  species  known  to  exist  in  other 
latitudes.  In  the  ornithological  departmenti  not  a  bird  was 
seen,  the  natural  history  of  which  was  not  well  known,  or  which 
were  not  the  common  inhabitants  of  countries,  which  had  been 
visited  by  the  earliest  navigators,  or  the  de^jcriplitm  of  which, 
was  not  to  be  found  in  the  works  of  the  olden  writers.  The 
seas  yielded  but  the  seal,  the  walrus  and  the  whale:  of  the 
molluscous  animals,  the  specimens  were  of  the  most  insignificant 
kind,  and  differing  verj  Httle  from  the  common  perriwinkle  of 
our  seas. 

The  specimens,  with  which  Capt*  Ross  had  succeeded  in  filling 
his  cabinet,  were  but  so  many  types  of  the  same  species,  known 
in  his  own  eouotry,  and  from  which  not  a  single  department  of 
Bcience  could  be  enriched  or  benefited.     The  anxiety  and  exJ 
pense,   bestowed    in    bringing  a   rhinoceros    or  a  tapir  to  this^ 
country,  deserve  the  unqualified  approbation  of  every  one,  who 
is  solicitotis  to  extend   his  knowledge   of  the   wonders  of  the 
animal  kingdom  ;  but  it  would  be  a  mutter  of  some  difficulty,  tQj 
determine  the  necessiity  or  utility  of  bringing  a  hare  from  Felit^ 
Harbour,  which,   neither   in   its   natural  properties  nor  habits, 
differs  in  the  slightest  degree  from  the  same  species  of  animals, 
that  abound  in  the  hills  of  Scotland,  as  well  as  almost  in   every 
latitude  in  the  world.     There  was  indeed  some  degree  of  pride, 
in  being  able  to  say,  that  it  was  a  hare  caught  where  no  Euro* 
pean  ever  caught  a  hare  before,  and  where  it  is  most  probabloJ 
that  no  European  will  ever  catch  another.  The  answer,  therefore, 
was  perfectly  correct  and  judieiousi  which  Capt.  Ross  gave  to 
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the  oommUlee  of  the  House  af  Coaun(»iifl,  whore  ho  was  asked^ 
*•  What  were  the  scientific  objects,  whi<-li  Imil  bccil  obtaiued  bjr 
the  expedition?''  and  he  answered,  "Thut  whon  he  was  at  the 
magnetic  pole,  ho  was  in  a  pt)'«ition  where  the  horizontal  com* 
jiiiss  has  no  power  of  tru versing;  to  any  particular  point/' 

Every  exertion  was  now  used  to  make  the  ^'essel  ready  for 
sea;  for  it  was   expected   every  day,  that  the    ice  would  be  iiih 
motion,  after  which  every  moment  would  become  of  the  utaxMl 
consequence,  end  the  loss  of  a  single  day  might  be  the  meaoi 
of  frustrating   tlie  end   of  the  voyage  altogether, 

Oo  the  'ZGlh,  the  launch,  which  had  been  drawn  under  the  ice, 
was  released  from  its  entanglement,  and  hauled  on  shore  above 
high  water  mark,  when,  on  examination  by  the  carpenter,  il 
was  found,  that  nine  of  her  timbers  were  broken,  and  ftonie 
of  the  butts  started.  This  was  regarded  as  rather  an  unfortuoale 
circumstance,  for  the  services  of  the  carpenter  were  fully 
required  on  board  the  shipj  and  yet  it  would  by  no  means  have 
been  an  act  of  prudence  or  of  common  discretion,  to  have  left 
•he  launch  behind  them. 

The  weather  had  now  become  exceedingly  tempestuous,  ac- 
companied by  heavy  rains,  but  still  not  a  night  elapsed,  that  lb 
officers  and  men  did  not  repair  to  the  lakes,  both  with  the  nat 
and  the  angle.  The  success  with  the  former,  has  been  already 
slated,  and  with  the  latter  it  was  almost  equally  great.  In 
eleven  days,  the  crew  caught  with  the  rod  369  ti«h,  the  weight 
of  which  was  2J^7Ibs,  It  was  not.  however,  only  with  the  uet 
and  rod,  that  they  pursued  the  sport  of  fishing,  but  they  had  aUo 
recourse  to  the  gun,  and  it  was  perhaps  the  most  anm^ing  of  all 
the  three  methods;  for  frequently  they  fired  into  a  thick  shoal 
at  random,  and  the  noise  and  busllo  occasioned  by  the  wounclcti 
in  the  water,  were  a  source  of  great  merriment  to  the  aporteman* 

On  the  1st  August,  the  main  ice  was  seen  in  motion,  wliich 
had  been  stationary  ever  since  the  17th  of  October  1829;  but 
atlll  no  immediate  prospect  presented  itself  of  a  speedy  emift* 
cipuiion  from  their  protracted  imprisonment,  Unfortunfliot/f 
there  were  ten  of  the  crew  on  the  sick  list,  which,  at  thi*  patti- 
cular  jujicture,  was  a  matter  of  the  mosjl  serious  import     K^* 
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those^  who  were  reported  to  be  in  good  health,  were  by  no 
means  able  to  perform  the  common  duties  of  the  ship,  much  less 
to  undertake  the  execution  of  those  severe  and  arduous  labors^ 
which  were  in  daily  prospect  before  them. 

On  the  5th,  the  launch  being  repaired,  was  got  to  sea,  and 

rought   alongside  of  ttie  Victory.     The  crew   were  employed 
in  getting  the  boats  on  board,  as  well  as  every  thing  that  was 

n  shore.     They  then  proceeded  to   water  the  ship,  whilst  the 
mechanics  were  employed  on  the  lee-boards. 

On  the  lllh  and  Vlih,  the  wind  came  roun^H  to  the  south,  with 
the  ice  running  strong  to  the  north.  Lanes  of  water  were  dis* 
tinctly  seen  between  the  floating  masses  of  ice,  the  current  appa- 
rently  from  three  to  four  knots  an  hour.  In  order  to  enable  the 
Victory  to  accomplish  her  departure,  a  south-westerly  wind  was 
necessary,  to  clear  the  passage  of  the  ice ;  but  the  wind  bad  set 
in  from  the  north,  and  continued  to  blow  with  great  violence, 
from  the  l*2lh  to  the  latter  end  of  the  month.  Tlus  delay  enabled 
them,  certainly,  to  put  the  ship  in  the  best  possible  state  for 
the  prosecution  of  the  voyage,  but  still  their  prospect,  on  the 
whole,  was  any  thing  but  of  an  exhili rating  nature.  It  was  on 
the  2nd  of  July,  that  Capt.  Parry  effected  his  escape  from  Win- 
ter Island^  and  that  period  was  almost  thought  too  late  to  hope 
for  any  successful  result,  previously  to  the  setting  in  of  the  ensu* 

ng  winter ;  with  Capt.  Ross,  however,  the  month  of  August  was 

early  closed,  and  still  no  prospect  of  his  liboralioni  it  was, 
Ihercfore,  to  be  expected,  that  some  part  of  September  would 
elapse  before  he  could  proceed  on  his  voyage ;  and  as,  in  the 
preceding  year,  he  had  been  blocked  up  in  the  middle  of  Octo- 
ber, he  had  not  before  him  much  more  than  a  month,  which  Ue, 
perhaps,  might  be  able  to  employ  in  the  prosecution  of  his 
yage. 
The  wind  still  continued  to  blow  hard  from  the  north,  and, on 

!ome   days,  with  so    much  violence,   as  to  endanger  the  upper 

gging  of  the  ship*     It  was  to  the  whole  of  the  crew  a  severe 
mortification  to  see  themselves  cooped  up,  as  it  were,  in  a  small 

ity,  and,  at  a  distance  from  them,  the  ice  running  in  lanes,  by 
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wbich  they  might  have  been  able  to  extricate  themselves  from 
their  imprisonment. 

On  the  2l8t,  the  ice  cleared  away  a  little  to  th#  northward, 
where,  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of  the  winds  from  that  quarter, 
it  appeared  to  be  closer  packed  than  in  any  other  place.  Com- 
mander Ross  went  in  a  boat,  to  examine  the  state  of  the  ice; 
and^  on  his  return »  he  reported,  that  no  immediale  prospect  pre* 
sented  itself  of  prosecuting  the  voyage,  and  even  then  his  hope 
was  not  great  of  being  able  to  effect  a  considerable  advance- 
ment ;  at  all  events,  that  they  had  to  look  forward  to  a  rawl 
difficult  and  intricate  navigation,  in  which  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  call  all  the  nautical  skill  of  the  officers  into  action,  to 
save  the  ship  from  destruction. 

The  dismal  prospect,  which  the  present  situation  of  aflain 
held  out  to  the  men,  tended  in  a  great  degree  to  diBpiriL  them, 
for  nothing  presented  itself  before  them*  but  another  winter  en- 
campment, if  the  term  may  be  applied  to  the  operations  of* 
fbip,  with  the  certainty  also  pressing  upon  their  minds,  thnt  iher 
should  have  to  endure  a  scarcity  both  of  fuel  and  provJMoa*: 
of  the  former,  their  stock  was  getting  low,  and  well  indeed  mu 
it  for  ihem,  that  the  steam  engine  had  not  been  found  applicflb!<* 
to  the  navigation  of  the  Polar  seas,  or  they  w^ould  not  havo  hid 
fuel  enough  even  for  their  present  purposes,  much  less  to  sup- 
port them  through  the  rigour  of  another  winter ;  during  wbith, 
perhaps,  their  very  lives  depended  upon  the  fires,  vi^hich  tW 
would  be  enabled  to  keep  in  the  respective  berths  of  the  ehip. 
It  must  be  admitted,  that,  during  the  two  or  three  precedis^ 
months,  no  scarcity  whatever  of  provisions  had  been  experienced, 
arising  from  the  almo^t  iuexhausiible  supply  of  fresh  fish,  which 
the  lakes  produced,  and  the  birds  and  animals,  which  wereiinily 
brought  to  the  ship  by  the  officers  and  men.  This  regular  aird 
wholesome  supply  of  provisiiJiis  not  only  tended  to  irajm^ve  t^ 
health  of  the  men,  but  it  prevented  that  heavy  and  constunt 
drain  upon  ihe  stores  of  the  ^liip,  which  in  a  short  time  woaU 
have  so  far  exhausted  them,  as  actunlly  to  make  them  dependfiot 
for  their  maintenance,  upon  tim  very  animals,    which   frfi<)u(Hil 
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those  Dorthern  seas^  and  which  tj^nnot  be  comidered  palatable 
to  any  taste,  but  that  of  an  Esquimaux. 

The  occupation  of  the  officers  and  men,  during  the  night,  was 
ehiefly  confined  to  angling,  and  their  success  in  general  far  ex- 
ceeded their  expecialions.  It,  however,  epuld  scarcely  be  called 
angling,  for  the  fe^hoaUof  fish  f;ame  oflen  so  close  in  shore,  ihat 
they  might  have  been  ladled  out  with  the  hand.  On  the  30th> 
they  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  two  of  their  rods  OTerboard, 
one  of  which  belonged  to  Capt.  Ross;  and  although  the  crew 
dragged  for  them  with  the  ^eine^  they  could  not  be  recovered. 
On  the  following  day,  however,  the  rod  belonging  to  Capt,  Ross, 
was  seen  floating,  by  the  steward,  but  the  otlicr  was  irrevocably 
lost.  One  of  the  sailors  was  despatched  regularly  every  day  on 
shore,  to  obtain  some  grass  for  the  hare;  although  it  was  in 
Tain  to  expect,  that  the  life  of  the  animal  could  be  preserved 
during  the  winter^  when  no  food  could  be  found  on  boards  by 
which  it  could  be  maintained. 

The  ice  still  remained  closely  packed  round  the  ship,  but  on 
the  31  St,  the  wind  veered  round  to  the  westward^  and  a  dawn 
of  hope  now  burst  upon  them,  that  their  period  of  emancipation 
was  at  hand ;  but  short  and  momentary  was  the  light,  which 
illumined  the  darkness  of  their  situation,  for,  on  the  1st,  the 
wind  changed  to  the  northward  again,  blowing  exceedingly 
hard,  with  heavy  falls  of  snow,  and  the  mean  of  the  thermome- 
ter below  the  freezing  point.  This  was  to  them  a  melancholy 
harbinger  of  their  future  fate — it  was  a  warning  to  them,  that 
the  summer  was  nearly  at  a  close,  and  a  prognostic,  that  the 
season  was  fast  approaching,  when  all  the  fortitude  and  energy 
of  their  respective  characters  would  be  called  into  action,  to 
enable  them  to  support  the  trials  and  privations,  which  they 
H  ould  have  to  undergo. 

On  the  2nd.  the  wind  blew  a  hurricane,  more  violent  and 
severe,  than  had  ever  been  remembered  by  the  oldest  seaman 
on  board.  It  was  in  vain  to  attempt  to  bear  up  against  it^  the 
fere*topmast  yielded  to  its  fiiry ;  and,  for  some  time,  the  strong 
ett  apprehensions  were  entertained,  that  the  upper  rigging  of 
ship  would  be  entirely   blown   away.     The  consequences  u 
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this  hurricane  wore,  however,  in  another  respect,  of  still  iiK>rf 
injurious  confioqucDces  to  them,  for  it  impelled  the  ice  from  ihw 
northward,  in  lar^e  floes,  into  all  the  bays  and  inlets;  and  l\m 
the  difficulty  of  the  Victory  affecting  her  passage  through  it,  war 
greatly  enhanced,  Capt.  Ross  for  some  time  had  it  in  his  ooo- 
templation,  to  move  the  ship  a  little  further  to  the  northwanl, 
but  the  situation*  in  which  the  Victory  was  placed,  was  bo  pecu- 
liar and  awkward,  that  no  opening  whatever  could  be  obtained 
The  harbour  was  directly  under  an  ijsUnd,  with  a  passage  belwt^en 
of  about  20  la  34)  fathoms  broads  but  exceedingly  shallow,  will* 
the  exception  at  the  spring  tides,  and  then  there  wai  witer 
sufficient  in  some  places  to  carry  her  through.  Pieces  of  wood 
were  laid  down  as  buoys»  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  fair  chan- 
nel, but  the  depth  of  the  water  taken  by  soundings^  wai  fo 
unequal,  and  the  changes  so  sudden,  that  one  moment,  thevetfrf 
might  be  in  deep  water,  and  in  the  next,  her  keel  might  be  rert^ 
ing  on  the  bottom.  There  was  sufficiency  of  water  to  enahU  iU 
Victory  to  circumnavigate  the  island,  but  the  ice  was  always 
80  closely  packed  about  the  outside  of  it,  that  all  mttouiptial 
navigation  would  be  frmnd  fruitless.  In  the  main  passage,  wbef»* 
the  Victory  lay,  the  depth  of  water  was  sometimes  only  l^ 
inches,  and  generally  varying  from  three  feet  to  four  and  6f*J 
fathoms.  To  attempt  to  force  this  passage  at  low  water*  woulJ 
have  been  tantamount  to  tlie  destruction  of  the  ship,  or  to  a  deteii- 
tion  for  another  winter  in  the  harbour,  which  might  ultimately  bo 
the  means  of  defeating  altogether  the  object  of  the  expedition, 
It  was  the  determination  of  Capt.  Ross  to  get  through  the  pa« 
sage  at  high  water;  and,  taking  advantage  of  the  spring  tiiksi 
on  the  4th  September,  the  men,  with  three  hearty  cheers,  tlitew 
off  the  lines,  and  began  the  warping  of  the  ship  through  ^ 
passage.  It  was  the  moment  of  enthusiastic  exhiliration  lhr<mgl>< 
out  the  ship  ;  from  man  to  man  the  hurrah  of  congratulate 
passed  merrily,  for  the  ship  was  again  afloat^  and  steerinor 
wards  for  her  destination. 

It  was  exactly  at  two  o  clock,  on  the  4th  Septerab«* 
Victory  left  Felix  Harbour;  but  short,  indeed^  wii^  tl 
their  mirth,  for  she  had  Rcarcely  proceeded  three  lin 
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igth,  when  she  ^Tounded  on  a  rock,  ftnd,  as  the  li  Jc  obhedj  slie 
oU*»  antl  took  the  bottom.  The  situation  of  the  Vicloiy 
was  DOW  of  tlie  most  alarming  nature  ;  their  only  liope  wa.s,  that 
she  might  float  at  hi^h  water;  to  enable  her  to  do  which,  it 
was  found  necessary  to  lighten  her,  which  could  only  he  efibcled 
by  taking*  every  individual  article  out  of  her,  which  was  a  Jabor 
of  no  trifling  character: — the  danger  was  great;  the  remody,  that 
was  to  be  applied,  would  have  paral>zed  the  energies  of  the 
common  man,  and  despair  would  have  crL*pt  slowly  upon  them, 
fts  if  the  task,  which  they  had  to  accomplish »  was  beyond  the 
njeans  of  human  power*  It  is  not,  however,  the  characteristic  of 
le  English  sailor  to  ponder  on  the  execution  of  an  act,  when  the 
fety  of  his  ship  is  in  jeopardy,  or  which  falls  within  the  sphere 
of  his  duty  to  perform — no  murmur  then  is  heard,  but  heart  an<l 
soul  are  combined  to  accomplish  the  act,  and  in  the  ultimate 
removal  of  the  d.mger  lies  the  reward  of  the  sailor, 

'After  an  extent  of  laboT,  perliaps  unparalleled  on  board  a  ship, 
the  Victory  was  ruerally  gutted;  and  all  her  stores,  provisions, 
tiot  forgetting  ilie  flour  tubs,  filled  with  the  produce  of  Capt, 
Ross' commercial  underlakings  with  the  natives,  were  placed  on 
the  beach,  A  foreboding,  not  of  a  very  pleasant  nature,  did 
hot  fail  to  come  across  the  minds  ot  some  of  the  crew,  whether 
their  present  situation  might  not  be  looked  upon  as  the  counter- 
part of  the  fate  of  the  Fury:  and  whether  their  stores  might 
not  be  the  fortunate  means  of  saving  some  future  navigators 
from  starvation,  in  the  same  manner  as  they  had  been  saved  by 
the  stores  of  the  Fury, 

With  feelings  of  the  most  intense  anxiety,  they  awaited  the 
flow  of  the  tide,  for  on  it  their  future  fate  depended.  Should  the 
iotory  not  float  at  high  water,  their  situation  was  indeed  des- 
rate  in  the  extreme,  for  it  then  appeared  to  them,  that  no 
her  alternative  was  left,  titan  to  leave  the  Victory,  as  the  Fury 
bad  been  left,  and  seek  tQflig|fc|M|[^|ijiilift^^  by  reaching 
flin'a  Bay  in  ibeir  b  ^'!    -  :    -  i  some 

the  whalers,  who  w   1  r  t of 

ncaMer  Sound, 
in  ilm  lanir 
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inarmer*  could  cIiLg.  the  dreadful  tliought  intruded  itself,  that 
they  would  be  obliged  to  winter  in  the  country,  for,  at  tb&i 
season  of  the  year,  the  hope  was  vain  of  falling  in  with  a  whaler* 
as  those  ships  were  by  that  time  on  their  homeward  passage; 
and^  therefore,  a  dreary  prospect  of  nearly  nine  months  of  mi- 
sery and  destitution  was  before  them. 

Steadily  was  the  eye  fixed  upon  the  vessel,  as  the  tide  flowed 
round  her ;  and  deeper  and  deeper  was  the  anxiety,  with  which 
the  mark  was  regarded,  which  indicated  the  altitude  of  the  tide. 
It  was  now  three  quarters  tide,  and  still  the  Victory  was  sia- 
tiimary«  The  water  had  risen  above  the  numerical  mark  on  ber 
milder;  and  therefore,  unless  she  was  actually  jammed  in  be- 
tween two  rocks,  the  confidence  amounted  almost  to  a  certainty, 
that  she  would  float  before  the  water  had  reached  the  high  waWr 
mark.  It  was  one  of  those  trying  moments  of  human  life,  which 
description  cannot  roach,  and  which,  imagination  in  the  wildeU 
of  her  flights,  can  scarcely  approach.  It  was  the  moment  of  de- 
cision, perhaps,  between  life  and  death — betweL*Q  a  long  and 
dreary  period  of  misery  and  want,  in  the  utmost  extreme,  of  human 
sufl'eritig,  and  a  safe  return  to  tht^ir  country  and  their  home. 

Gradually,  and  as  it  were  with  the  imperceptible  growth  ef 
the  tide,  the  water  gurgled  round  the  Victory,  It  was  a  breaih> 
less  expectation,  depictured  in  its  strongest  features^  on  the 
countenances  of  the  anxious  mariners;  and,  as  the  ship  first 
heaved  with  the  wave,  that  came  rolling  towards  her — ^the  watdi 
on  the  bows  shouted,  "  she  floats,  she  floats."'  The  sound  pftssed 
from  the  foremast  to  the  mizen :  and  Hope,  the  tutelar  deity  of 
the  sailor,  whispered  her  inspirations  into  every  breast.  Tbfi 
tide  was  not  yet  at  its  height;  but  although  the  ship  was  aflo«t| 
it  was  impossible  to  take  any  advantage  of  her  being  at  liberty; 
for  as  the  stores,  and  in  fact  the  entire  cargo  of  the  Victory,  wert 
f>n  the  beach,  it  would  have  been  the  extreme  of  bad  manage- 
ment, and  perhaps  the  means  of  deranging  the  whole  of  iheir 
future  proceedings,  if  they  had  attempted  to  move  from  iht 
position,  in  which  they  then  lay«  It  was^  however,  considered 
an  act  of  prudence  to  get  her  into  deeper  water,  and  aho  was 
therefore   moved    as  far  as  possible  further  to  the  northwardt 
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•whieh,  after  every  exertion,  did  not  exceed  much  more  than  hei 
own  length.  She  was  here  laid  alongside  of  a  berg,  which  ap- 
peared to  form  a  good  hold  for  her;  the  whaler  was  also  laid 
alorgside  of  her,  but  the  pressure  was  so  severe,  that  she  was 
slaved   in. 

With  the  reflux  of  the  tide,  the  Victory  grounded  again :  and 
if  was  found, that  her  situation  wa?*  not  even  bo  safe  as  that,  in 
which  «he  lay  a  few  hours  before  :  for  the  bottom  was  discovered 
to  be  composed  of  rocks,  with  sharp.  Jugged  points;  for  which 
reason,  a  strong  fear  was  exciled,  that  the  bottom  of 'the  Victory 
might  be  so  injured  as  to  render  her  wholly  unseaworthy.  The 
ehip  was  also  very  much  encumbered  with  having  her  bows 
banging  on  a  berg  :  for  it  was  likely  to  give  her  a  strain,  whiclr^ 
would  so  disarrange  the  whole  of  her  timbers,  as  to  prove  too 
serious  a  defect  to  be  afterwards  remedied.  The  Victory  may 
now  be  considered  to  have  been  in  a  most  critical  state  :  her 
k«el  was  resting  on  a  rocky  bottom  ;  her  hull  in  danger  every 
moment  of  being  slaved  in  by  the  prpssure  of  the  ice,  which  was 
rather  in  the  progress  of  accumulation  tluui  of  diminution  •,  and 
the  dreadful  prospect  upon  the  minds  of  the  crew,  that  ere  a  few 
hours  had  passed  over  their  heads,  ihey  might  be,  upon  the  face 
of  the  earth,  the  most  desolate  and  forlorn  of  human  beings. 

It  became  now  a  matter  of  serious  consideration,  whether  the 
stores  were  to  be  re-shipped  immediately  on  board  the  Victory, 
or  whether  the  vessel  was  to  be  pushed  further  through  the  pas- 
sage, and  the  stores  then  to  be  conveyed  on  board  by  means  of 
the  launch.  The  chief  objection  to  the  adoption  of  the  former 
plan  was,  an  increase  of  the  depth  of  water,  which  the  Victory 
w 4 Mild  draw*  and  thereby  augment  the  risk  of  her  grounding  in  the 
piissag-e.  from  which,  parhaps,  she  never  could  be  released  :  on 
•he  other  hand,  were  their  efforts,  in  forcing  their  way  through 
the  passage,  to  prove  successful,  their  future  plans  might  be 
wholly  defeated,  by  the  necessity  of  being  obliged  to  stop, 
whitst  the  stores,  Src.  were  conveyed  on  board,  by  the  slow  and 
tedious  conveyance  of  the  launch.  With  the  view  of  determia- 
ID^  this  important  potnt»  some  hands  were  sent  to  the  north- 
ward, to  obtain  soundings  :  and  although  their  report  QcmA  not 
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be  mterpreled  as  decidedly  conclusive  of  the  measures^  that  Wi 
to  be  adopted^  yet  it  was  determined,  that  the  provisions  should 
he  immediately  re-shipped;  of  course,  all  hands  were  set  to 
work,  and  a  heavy  labor  it  was,  which  they  had  to  perform,  Tha 
whole  of  the  6th  and  7th,  was  employed  in  bringing  the  things 
on  board;  although,  during  the  greater  part  of  the  latter  day, 
ihe  Victory  lay  aground,  and  in  a  most  awkward  and  dange 
situation.  Iii  the  words  of  one  of  the  officers  of  the  ship,  if  an 
pressure  had  now  come  on  from  the  ice,  it  would  have  been  theie 
fate  to  say  to  the  Victory,  as  was  said  to  the  Fury,  *'  Good  bye» 
Victory."  In  fact,  dangers  appeared  to  accumulate  around  them, 
in  every  quarter;  and  their  only  chance  of  emancipating  them- 
selves from  their  perilous  situation,  was  to  cut  through  the  ice* 
bergs,    and  thereby  obtain  a  passage  for  the  ship. 

On  the  8th,  the  re-shipment  of  the  stores  was  completed,  and 
the  men  were  set  to  work  with  the  ice  saws,  to  cut  the  berg«t» 
pieces.  The  wind,  iiowever,  still  continuing  to  blow  from  the 
north  and  the  north-east,  contributed  not  a  little  to  retard  their 
operations,  for  ihe  ice  was  continually  impelled  with  the  tide 
into  the  bay,  and,  in  a  s«hort  time,  formed  such  heavy  masses,  that 
it  was  in  vain  to  attempt  to  force  a  passage  through  them.  By 
dint  of  great  labor  iiud  perseverance,  however,  a  channel  wai 
made  through  that  [)art  of  the  ice,  irnnxedialely  on  the  bows  of 
the  ship,  and  the  hawser^  wer^  heaved  on  the  head,  for  the  purposa 
of  warping  her  through  the  channel;  but,  notwithstanding  all 
their  united  exertions,  not  a  single  haul  of  square  of  the  capstem 
could  be  got,  indeed  it  appeared,  as  if  the  slap  were  immore- 
ablv  wedded  in  between  the  ice,  and  that  it  defied  all  humim 
power  to  advance  her  a  single  fathom  from  her  present  (loititioo. 

On  the  1 1th,  the  wind  canio  round  to  the  south,  which  ia- 
pired  the  crew  with  some  hope,  that  their  emancipaiiofi  w«fl 
at  hand,  but  the  ic^  remained  every  where  stationary^  and  lh» 
frost  was  so  severe,  that  every  particle  of  water  was  covetHl 
with  young  ice.  This  ly^s  a  most  disheartening  pronpiecl  tv 
the  whole  crew,  and  excited  in  the  breast  of  Capt,  Ross,  llir 
mo»t  «>erious  apprehensions  far  their  future  fate;  for  it  appeared 
iv  hitii,  that  DO  other  destiny  i) waited  them«  tlion  paflaingaooiW 
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winter  id  the  same  harbour,  which  mighi  ultiitmtely  oblige 
ihvm  to  bear  away  fi>r  Eiiglartd,  on  the  breaking  up  of  the  ice, 
ill  the  following  summer,  from  a  total  inability  %o  prosecute  the 
voyiige  from  a  scarcity  of  provisions. 

During  the  whole  of  the  lllh,  all  hands  were  employed  with 
the  ice  saws,  and  to  all  uppearance  a  passage  was  open  for  the 
ebip;  an  attempt  was  now  made  to  get  a  haul  of  the  c^ipstern^ 
but  tlie  ice  prevented  it^  for  so  closely  was  the  ship  bound  in 
vvitb  heavy  ice,  that  the  ice  saws  could  scarcely  penetrate  to 
ihe  depth ;  even  the  force  of  the  capstern,  with  three  hawsers, 
was  not  sufficient  to  move  her  an  ioch  from  her  position. 

On  the  evening  of  the  11th,  the  Aurora  boreaiis  shone  with 
tincommou  splendour,  it  being  the  first  lime  that  it  had  been  seen 
Eiinee  the  preceding  winter.  Bright  and  beautiful  as  was  the 
|ihenomenon,  it  was  still  to  them  the  harbinger  of  fipproaehing 
winter,  and  that  the  time  was  near  at  hand,  when  it  would  be 
the  only  light,  which  would  beam  upon  them  from  heaven,  or 
which  would  illumine  the  desolate  region  around  tliem. 

On  the  nth,  nine  Esquimaux  came  to  the  ship,  the  majority 
of  whom  were  entire  strangers;  they  had  left  at  a  distance  four- 
teen women  and  children,  for  the  purpose  of  rigging  out  their 
tents,  but  not  having  any  article  of  traffic  with  them,  they  excited 
very  little  attention,  and  were  allowed  to  depart,  without  any 
presents  being  made  them. 

The  crew  were  stilt  employed  on  the  I2th,  in  cutting  the  berge, 
and,  on  the  following  day,  the  ship  floated,  with  u  head  wind 
from  the  south,  and,  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  the  crew,  the  ke 
running  to  the  north. 

On  the  I3th,  the  vessel  was  visited  by  a  whole  tribe  of  Esqui- 
ma\ix,  who,  in  the  present  situation  of  the  ship,  with  every  baud 
engaged  either  on  deck,  or  on  the  ice^  were  by  no  means  very 
welcome  visitors,  Thoy  appeared,  however,  to  be  of  a  very  dif- 
ferent opinion,  for  they  did  not  testify  the  slightest  disposition 
to  leave  the  ship  ;  on  the  contrary,  they  gave  Capt,  Ross  to  un- 
derstand, that  it  was  their  intention  to  take  their  senik  on 
board,  and  to  proceed  on  their  journey,  on  the  following  day. 
t'iipl.  Ross  was  not  without  some  experience  in  llie  character  o! 
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ihesc  people :  aad  it  is  very  natural  to  suppose,  that  an  indi?!- 
dual  J  who  has   beeu   frequently  cheated  by  a  particular  class  ol 
per^oos^  is    oat  very  solicitous  afterwards   to  renew  their  ac- 
quaintaace.     He,  therefore,   in  an  authoritative  tone,  gave  th© 
Esquimaux  to  understandi  that  they  might  take  their  senik  in  any 
other  part  of  ihe  world,  which  tlieir  fancy  mij^ht  select  ;  but  that 
it  was  his  po^iitive  determination,  that  it  should  not  take  place 
on  board  of  liis  «ihip.    This  was,  however,  a  mode  of  argument, 
which  they  did  not  understand,  or  if  they  did  unders^tand  it»   it 
did  nat  in  the   least  harmonize  with  their  own  individual  feel* 
ings ;  for  as,  from  their  infancy,  they  had  never  been  subject  lo 
any  authority,  they  were  not  disposed  to  bend  to  it,  from  a  per- 
son, who,  althru^h  he  might  have  dropped  amongst  them,  la  a 
niijsL  extraordinary  manner,  and  appeared  to  be  invested  with  the 
character  of  a  superior  being*,  yet  it  wd«:  lo  them  by  no  means  a 
sotttod  point,  that  he  was  to  determioe  the  exact  place,  where 
they  were  to  keep  their  senik,  and  to  deny  to  them  those  rights 
of  hospitality,  which  had  been  allowed  to  their  brethren.     The 
vicinity  of  Felix  Harbour  was  not,  however,  the  only  place,  in 
this  motley  world,  in  which  the   mii^lit  of  the  strong  prevails 
ai^^ainst  the  claims  of  the  pauper  and  tlie  dependent.     The  Es- 
quimaux had  come  without  a   passport ;  for  they  had  brought 
neiiher  skins^  nor  trousers,  nor  hoodta,  nor  mittens,  nor  any  ar* 
tide   of  their   household    gear  :    and,  therefore,  with    all    that 
coarseness  of  manoers,    which  is  habitual  to  the  British  sailor, 
when  he  is  standing  on  the  deck  of  his  own  ship,  the  Esquimaux 
were  by  turns  handed  down  the  ladder,  and  left  to  take  their 
senifc  under  the  cope  of  heaven,  which  perhaps  to  them   was  a 
ndhler  covering,  than  the  smoke-dried  raftenrsof  an  English  vessel. 
The  wind  continuing  to  blow  from  the  south,  the  ship,  on  tb& 
15th,  was  heaved  a-head,  with  the  ice  running  north,  making  a 
^1  heavy  pressure  against  the  stem  of  the  vessel,  and  exciting  some 
^^pupprehension  fur  the  safely  of  the  rudder.     Some  very  opposite 
I       opinions  were  at  this  time   held  on  board  the  ship,  as  to  the 
I       course  of  nmnaf^ement,  which  was  pursued  on  this  occasion  ;  ftad 
I       many  there  were,  who,  although  they  could  not  boast  ofhotding 
I      the  King'^  commission,  or  who  had  gone  through  their  exmmiiia- 
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tion  before  llie  .oids  of  the  Admiralty,  yet  who  hati  gainefl  sviflj- 
ciecit  experience  la  decide,  that  there  is  an  essential  diD'ereiice, 
between  having  the  command  of  an  ejcpediUon,  and  the  possession 
of  the  abilttieft  requisite  to  perform  the  duties  of  it. 

On  the  16th,  the  ship  was  heaved  out  in  clear  water  under 
the  island »  and  every  preparation  was  now  made  for  sea.  lu 
the  mean  time,  however,  some  serious  complaints  were  made  to 
the  commander,  in  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  provisions,  and 
the  effect,  which  they  had  upon  the  health  of  tlie  crew.  As  the 
winter  approaclied,  they  were  allowed  a  certain  quantity  of 
salmon  every  alternate  day  ;  but  the  fish,  that  were  allotted  to 
them,  were  those^  which  had  been  preserved  in  vinegar,  if,  in 
this  instance,  the  word  pre§ervation  may  be  allowed.  After 
undergoing  the  process  of  boilinn^.  the  fish  would  drop  all  to 
pieces,  nor  were  they  accompanied  with  that  wholesome  smell,  as 
to  invite  the  appetite  to  partake  of  them.  The  fish^  selected  for 
the  mess  in  the  cabin,  were  taken  from  one  of  the  pickled  casks, 
and  they  were  always  cooked  by  themselves ;  hut  the  fish,  destined 
for  the  messes  of  the  sailors,  were  all  cooked  together,  or  rather 
steamed,  for  every  thing,  that  could  be  done,  was  performed  by 
steam ;  the  consequence  of  which  was,  that  the  middle  part  of 
the  fish  was  raw,  whilst  the  outer  parts^i  were  like  so  much  saw- 
dust, mixed  with  water,  and  accompanied  with  such  a  disgusting 
smell,  that  the  officers  in  the  cabin  could  tiot  endure  it,  and  the 
fish  was  no  sooner  put  upon  the  table,  than  it  was  taken  otfagaio* 
It  was  rather  a  ludicrous  sight »  to  observe  one  officer  after  the 
other,  applying  his  fingers  to  the  nostrils  of  his  nose,  on  the 
introduction  of  the  fish,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  odour 
reaching  the  olfactory  nerve,  and  then  all  of  them  bursting  out 
with  the  same  exclamation.  "Take  it  away,  take  it  away  ;'"  and 
the  fish  was  again  committed  to  its  original  element,  for  even 
the  cats,  o^  which  there  were  four  on  board,  would  not  even 
partake  of  it. 

In  regard  to  those  animals,  a  circumstance  occurred,  which 

is  strongly  corroborative  of  the  proverbial  cunning  of  the  fox. 

It  has  been  stated,  in  a  previous  part  of  this  work»  that  an  ol  J 

px^  was  killed,  which  had  four  cubs,  and  these  animals  were 
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brought  on  boaril  ihe  Victory,  ami  ivore  till<iwei]  lo  rim  ll  Ion 

about  the  lower  deck,  where  tliey  had  fur  tboii  eutupuuifinf^ 

four  cats,  who  did   not  appear  by  any  means,  lo  relish  ihia^i 

crgachmeut  upon  their  bttherlo  undisputed* sovereignty,  AmoQ^ 

tiie  cats  was  an  otd  lorn,  who  might  be  considered  the  patriorrh 

of  the  feline  couiuiuoity,  and  who,  from  liis  age  «md    slaDdiAg^ 

ought  not  to  have  been  expoaed  to  the  tricks  and  gambols,  wtii^| 

the  young  foxes  were  conlinually  playing,  and  which»  certaiolv, 

were   sometimes    performed    at    the   most    unseasoniible  um(*% 

especially,  when  old  torn  was  taking  his  senik,  before  the  firs 

in  the   stove.     The   cubs,    in   some   respects,  found    the 

younger  cats  to  be  rather  of  a  sociable  disposition ;  and  there 

very  little  doubt,  but  that   the   eats  and  the  fuxes  wouid  hat 

lived  on  very  friendly  terms  with  each  other,  had   it  not 

for  the  surly  and  morose  disposition  of  old  torn,  who  appMi 

to  have  other  ihiugs  to  thmk  of,  than  playing  at  bo-peep  or  htdi 

and  seek  with  the  intruders^  amongst  the  tubs  aud  chests,  whit: 

were  stowed  away  in  that  part  of  the  ship  allulted  for  the 

habitatirm*     The   foxes  appeared  to  be  thoroughly  canvmceJ, 

that^  single  handed^  ihey  were  no  match  for  old   tnin,  hot  the 

natural  cunning  told  them,  that  by  entering  with  e*ichother*  ini 

an  offensive  alliance  against  hiait  not  only  his  haughty  spin 

would  he  subdued  I  but  perhaps  tlieir  own  supremacy  establisheii 

at  all  events,  he  would  be  brought  to  the  knowledge,  that  tW 

were  not  the  animals  to  be  treated  with  that  indignity  and  pod* 

tempt,  which  had  hitherto  been  their  lotto  receive  from  him. 

The  first  point  of  attack,  projected  by  the  allies^  was  agai 

the  food,  which  was  daily  allotted  for  the  consuinption  of 

ton>,  for  tliey  appeared  not  to  be  ignorant   of  one  of  the  fir^t 

principles  of  war,  which  teaches,  that  the  surest  way  io  hmgii 

an  enemy  to  submission,  is  to  starve  htm  out.     The  alliens acit 

up  to  this  pfinciple,  attended  regularly  at  the  time  wboo 

cats  were  fed  ;  and  old  lorn  Ivad  no  sooner  taken  poi«e9sioo  of 

his  allotment^  and  had  retired  lo  some  corner,  for  the  pDrpoMof 

comfortably    enjoying    it,   than  the    allies    fidluwed    him,   toC 

showed  not  the  slightest  diisposition  to  obtain  from    hi  to  to 

allotted  portion  of  food,  by  ariy  direct  act  of  hustirty  or  ftfif^* 
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limi*  One  of  the  cilliea  placet!  himself  in  ihe  front  of  ohl  lom, 
ftoi  daring  to  lay  his  paw  upon  the  lump  of  flesh,  that  he  was 
iiiastteatiDg ;  nor  did  torn  appear  lo  treat  the  impudent  observer 
hf  his  actions,  with  any  tokens  of  fear  or  resentment.  On  a 
Buddeii,  however,  an  attack  was  made  in  a  quarter*  which  torn 
■attle  expected,  and  ihe  reason  of  which  he  could  not  possibly 
vuess*  This  ^  part,  so  rudely  and  insolently  attacked^  was 
BIS  tail;  and  to  attack  the  tail  of  a  rat»  is  equal  in  indignity 
fto  the  tweak  of  a  nose,  or  a  spit  in  the  face,  amongst  the 
Christians. 

It  would  have  been  deemed  a  direct  act  of  cowardice,  on  the 
Ipart  of  torn,  not  to  have  resented  this  nttac  k  jpiui  his  tail,  and 
■herefore,  with  a  becoming"  spirit,  he  turned  round  in  [mnish  lli^ 
■nsolent  assailant,  by  the  severest  infliction  of  his  talons,  whirh 
■lis  strength  would  allow  him.  Tim  assailant  expected  ibe 
■punishment  that  awaited  him,  and  dexterously  parried  the  blow^ 
■rhich  would  have  excoriated  his  face.  Old  torn,  having  put 
his  enemy  in  the  rear  to  flight,  coolly  returned  to  conclude  his 
neal;  but  great^  indeed,  was  his  disappointment,  when  he 
■iscovered,  that  whilst  he  was  defending  himself  against  the 
■hltack  in  the  rear,  his  enemy  in  front  had  illegally  and  unjusti- 
■ably  seized  upon  his  provender,  and  was  then  devouring 
liehtnd  a  tub,  ihe  last  portion  of  it;  casting  a  look  of  malicious 
■riumph  towards  old  tom»  who  retired  to  a  corner,  in  the  sulks, 
Iprishing  all  those  at  Jericho,  who  had  bruuglil  him  to  a  country. 
■ivfaere  his  very  focxi  was  snapped  away  from  tiim,  by  a  f-et  ul 
Hbrutes,  which,  in  his  native  land,  never  dared  to  sliow  their  f^cet* 
■in  bis   presence. 

I  It  was,  however,  not  only  once,  twice,  nor  thrice^  that  this 
Hstmtagem  was  played  upon  old  tom,  but  it  was  also  practised 
■  ao;ai list  the  other  eats;  and  tho  foxes  supported  the  cliuracter 
W^'  cunning  and  artifice,  which  was  given  them,  at  their  origin; 
m  Mature,  and  which  was  conHrmed  to  them  by  Nuah,  when 
^^k  ^rom  his  ark,  to  propagate  their  species  on 
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against  Caj>t.  Ro*i«  ;  ami  which  was  loo  unfortunately  sulistT 
tiated,  ill  the  effect,  which  the  eating  of  the  fish  Imil  upon  tl 
health  of  the  crew.    The  apparatus  in  which  the  fish  were  boilec 
was  one  of  Stater^s  Patent  ;  the  boilers  of  which  were  made  i 
copper,  and   tinned    in»ide,  but,  from  the  constant  use  in  whir 
they  hiid  been  kept»  the  lining  was  alnioi^t  wholly  worn  oQ\    Ther 
being  a  good  supply  of  vinegar  on  boards  the  coppers  were  filled 
with    salmon,    and  then  covered    with    vinegar;   after  boiling 
eight  or   ten  minutes,  the  fish  were  taken  out,  with  groat  care, 
and   placed   regularly,    like   herrings,    in  an  empty  c^sk;   and 
t'hen  the  boilers.were  again  filled  with  fish;  the  same  vinegar 
serving  for  several  boilings.     This  plan  was  pursued,  tintil  iwa 
large  casks   were   filled,   and   then   it  was  discovered,  thai  the 
'  fish  were  stroiigly  impregnated  w  ith  copperas,  from  the  deleU* 
rious  effect^  which  it  produced  on  those,  who  partook  of  it;  and 
the  contents  of  the  two  casks  were    therefore  throwo  on  the 
beach,  in   Victory  Harbour,  as  a  manifesto  of  the  wisdom  aad 
caution  pursued  by  Capt,  Ross,  in  his  management  of  the  inter- 
nal economy  of  the  ship*     Nor  was   this   the  only  instance,  io 
which  Capt.  Ross  appeared    to     lose    sight    of    the    common 
dictates  of  foresight  and   prudence,  in  the  regulations,  which  ho 
adopted,  for  the  management  of  the  victualling  department  of 
his  vesseL 

In  consequence  of  the  erection  of  the  steam  engine,  there  was 
a  great  deal  of  copper  funnelling  on  board,  which,  with  the 
condemnation  of  the  engine,  was  a  heap  of  lumber,  fit  only  tti 
augment  the  stock  of  a  marine  store  shop*  It  was  a  bright  idei| 
generated  in  the  mind  of  Capt*  Ross,  that  this  funnelling  should 
be  applied  to  some  specific  purpose,  even  if  it  were  in  tlw 
manufacture  of  a  trumpet,  wherewith  to  sound  his  fame,  as  tlio 
first  of  British  navigators.  Il  was,  however,  determined  by 
Capt,  Ross,  that  a  more  useful  utensil  than  a  trumpet,  should  h* 
uitide  of  ihem,  without  taking  il  in  the  least  into  consideratiOD, 
w  liether  they  were  in  any  respect  applicable  for  Ibe  piirpo^e^  W 
which  it  WAK  intended  they  should  be  applied,  or  whetber  iueli 
applicatifm  might  ni*t  be  coiijiidered  as  a  manifest  displav  of 
ihemost  cuusumaidle  ignortitKe  and  want  of  all  foresight,  i^iiich 
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ftver  disiitiguishecl  the  coiuluct  of  any  iiidiviJuiiL  U*  \\\u>nB  eait^ 
and  superintendence  the  valuable  health  of  a  uunibc^r  of  men 
Jwas  confided. 

In  the  various  fishing  parties,  in  which  the  officers  and  men 
had  been  emplojcd^  a  great  inconvenience  had  been  felt,  fnrtlie 
want  of  some  utensil,  in  which  to  cook  their  provisions,  and 
which  frequently  obliged  the  men  to  eat  their  food  in  an  un- 
cooked state.  Capt.  RoRs>  no  doubt,  had  heard  in  England,  of 
copper  kettles  and  saucepans,  and  as  he  was  in  possession  of  an 
ample  supply  of  the  material  where-ffom  they  could  be  manu- 
fhciured,  he  ordered  the  engineer  to  cut  off  two  pieces  of  the 
ftinnelling,  for  the  purpose  of  converting  them,  with  all  possible 
expedition,  into  two  kettles,  for  the  benefit  of  the  fishing  parties^ 
in  which  to  boil  their  food.  Capt.  Ross  was  perhaps  not  aware, 
that  another  metal  is  necessary,  before  copper  can  be  used  with 
any  safety,  for  culinary  purposes;  and  in  extenuation  of  his  con- 
duct on  this  occasion,  it  must  be  admitted,  that  that  metal  was 
not  to  be  had,  and  therefore,  perhaps,  a  cautious  and  prudent 
iloaD  would  never  have  converted  the  funnels  into  either  ket- 

BB  or  saucepans,  in  which  the  food,  that  was  to  ho  eaten  by  his 
en,  was  to  be  dressed,  without  first  taking  into  his  considera* 
tion,  whether  the  lives  of  tlie  consumers  of  the  food  might  not 
thereby  be  forfeited.  The  saucepans  were,  however,  made, 
tend  to  the  deleterious  effects  of  the  food,  that  was  cooked  in 
tbem>  were  ascribed  the  fits,  to  which  Aniliony  Buck  became 
subject,  and  which  terminated  in  his  blindness.  Buck,  as  well 
35  others  of  the  crew,  who  were  engaged  in  ttie  fishing  par- 
ties, were  accustomed  to  eat  a  great  deal  of  fish ;  and  frequently 
they  would  not  wait  until  they  were  boiled  enough,  which  was 
always  done  in  the  copper  funnelling,  which  so  impregnated 
Ihe  food  with  copperas,  that  scarcely  a  man  escaped  the  ef- 
fects of  ft.  As  an  aggravation  of  the  evil,  they  would  make 
tafteal  after  meal,  with  not  a  bit  of  bread  to  neutralise  the 
poisonous  quality  of  the  food  ;  for  their  allowance  of  bread  was 
Bo  small,  that  they  would  frequently  consume  their  weekly  portion 
•  n  three  days,  leaving  themselves^  during  the  other  fouT^  n«»vV\\ 
ther  food  than  what  w^as  cooied  in  the  copper  ^uuusiWvw^^ 
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It  was  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  the  men  were  induced,  oa 
tliese  occasions,  to  draw  a  comparison  between  the  food  allotted 
to  them,  and  that  which  was  allotted  to  the  officers.  With  the 
latter,  there  was  no  short  allowance,  no  restriction  as  to  qualitr 
or  quantity:  their  table  was  always  supplied  with  the  best  fare, 
that  the  ship  could  supply;  an  abundance  of  bread,  preserved 
meats,  wine  and  spirits;  whilsr,  in  the  mid>t  of  their  laborious 
duty,  the  men  had  literally  not  enough  to  eat,  tior  a  glass  of 
grog  to  give  a  stimulus  to  their  spirits, 

Tiie  labor,  which  the  men  had  to  perform  in  drag-ging  the  fish 
to  the  ship,  was  too  severe  for  the  stoutest  men  to  endure,  much 
less  those,  who  were  stinted  in  tlieir  food,  and  who  were  de- 
prived of  those  stimulants,  by  which  even  a  temporary  stren^h 
coidd  be  imparted  io  them.  The  method  of  transporting  the  fish 
to  the  ship,  was  in  large  bags,  made  of  tarpaulin,  which,  being 
filled,  were  placed  on  the  sledge,  and  then  made  fast  with  a  verj 
strong  lasliing*  If  the  men  had  any  bread  left,  which  was  a  rare 
circumstance,  ti^ey  were  accustomed  to  place  it  on  the  top  of 
the  bag  of  salmon  :  but  it  was  a  difficult  matter  to  keep  it  dry, 
for  the  ice  at  that  time  of  the  year,  was  very  rotten  and  hollow; 
for  which  reason  the  nu-n  would  be  in  one  moment  on  level  ice. 
and  the  next,  up  lo  their  middle  in  water,  with  the  sledge  and 
all  the  fish  also  immersed  in  it«  It  was  a  rare  occurrence  to 
know  more  than  six  meii  at  the  sledge  ;  for  so  few  were  able  ta 
sustain  the  labor  and  fiitigue,  thatit  would  almost  have  amounted 
to  a  sacrifice  of  their  lives,  to  have  put  Ihem  to  the  sledge  tu 
drag  it.  Four  men  were  generally  the  complement,  that  vere 
able  to  be  put  to  the  sledge ;  and  the  w eiglit  upon  it,  scmie* 
times  amounted  to  900  or  1000  lbs*  the  number  of  fob  beiof 
generally  about  300,  which,  upon  an  average,  weighed  ihree 
pounds  each*    The  great  irregularity  of  tlie  ice  rendered  the 

t labor  still  more  burthensome ;  ibr  in  many  places  it  was  a  C(m< 
tinual  standing  pull,  irith  scarcely  a  single  declivityi  which  cofiM 
give  a  temporary  respite  to  the  men. 
Some  part  of  the  foregoing  may  be  considered,  iti  a  eertaNi 
degree,  as  retrospective  matter,  having  an  immediate  refer^fAOe 
to  some  circumstances  ui  vVv^  ^o^a^e,  which  have  alreadv  gone 
I 
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unJyr  discussion ;  but  some  fresh  sources  of  information  have 
lately  opened  upon  us,  and  which  will  tend  to  confirm  the  falsi- 
fication of  the  charge,  which  Capt.  Ross,  most  injudiciously  and 
unadvisedly,  publicly  made  against  us,  that  our  information  was 
not  derived  from  any  authentic  source,  and  that  bis  work  (if  it 
ever  makes  its  appearance)  was  to  be  looked  up  to,  as  the  only 
true    and   faithful  narrative  of  all  his  exploits,  achievements, 
amours,  adventures,  sins^  transgressions  and  blunders,  which  he 
bad  iu  person  committed,  or  caused  others  to  commit,  who  were 
under  his  authority,  from  the  sailing  of  the  Victory  from  Wool- 
wich, to  his  fortunate  reception  on  board  the  Isabella,  after  which, 
according  to  his  own  statement  befpre  the  committee  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  his  surveys  and  discoveries  were  of  far   greater 
consequence,  than  any  which  he  had  made,  during  the  whole  of 
his  sojourn  in  the  Arctic  seas,  by  which  he  has  himself  furnished 
us  with  a  criterion,  whereby  to  judge  of  the  value  of  those  dis- 
coveries; for  we  have  only  to  refer  to  those,  which  he  made  sub- 
sequently to  his  joining  the  Isabella,  in  order  to  ascertain  to  a 
nicety,  the  intrinsic  value  of  those,  which  he  made  antecedent 
to  that  event. 
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[  PROCJCCQINOS  ON  BOARD  TtlE   yiCTOHY,  DVRTNG  HER  PASSAGE  FROM   tOA  nH| 
TO  HER  seCQND  WIlfrER  flARfiOUft.- 


On  the  17th  of  September,  the  ice  opened  in  a  mout  extra- 
ordinary  manner,  with  iho  wiod  from  the  north-Dortb-west, 
siml  the  Aurora  shining  most  brilliantly.  A  boat  was  desputolicMi 
lo  examine  the  ice,  and,  from  the  report,  that  was  received  od 
Its  return,  at  2  o'clock  P.M.,  the  Victory  was  once  more  undw 
fitiili  af)d  Bhe  etretched  along'  the  land  until  4  P.M*,  when,  having 
iTiaile  nearly  four  miles,  a  boat  was  sent  a-head  with  a  wbnie 
line,  and  the  sliip  was  made  fast  to  a  berg*,  with  the  intention 
of  remaining'  in  that  position  until  the  following  morning, 

A  considerable  degree  of  censure  was  attached  to  Capt.  Rm^ 
by  the  whole  of  the  crew,  for  the  most  injudicious  act  of  fasteo* 
ing  the  ship  to  a  berg,  under  the  circumstances^  in  which  tbef 
were  then  placed,  nor  does  it  appear,  that  the  censure  so  pasaei 
was  not  in  every  respect  well  founded.  This  was,  however^nfll 
the  only  error  of  judgment,  of  which  Capt,  Ross  was  accusedi 
in  the  management  of  the  ship,  through  the  difficult  and  intrioit* 
navij^^ation,  which  he  had  to  encounter,  and  which  required  ii0l 
only  the  most  consammate  skill,  but  a  most  extraordinary  dep« 
of  presence  of  miod,  which  are  seldom  found  combined  in  ik 
esame  person. 
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There  were  some  od  boaril  the  Victory,  who  had  sailed  on 
former  expeditions  to  the  Polar  seas,  and  who  liad  witnessed 
the  tact  and  ability,  with  wl>ich  certain  circumstances  were 
taken  advantage  of,  and  seized,  as  it  were,  by  the  forelock, 
showing  at  once  the  determined  spirit  of  the  comniander,  and 
his  noble  daring,  in  dashing  through  the  diflSculties  by  which  he 
was  beset. 

We  Will  not   lay  timidity  to  the  charge  of  Capt.  Ross;  but 
there  is  a  great  difference  between  that  animal  courage,  wliich 
displays  itself  amitlst  the  carnage  on  the  quarter-deck  of  a  man 
of  war,  and  that  bold  and   invincible  fortitude,    which  is  Ihe 
touchstone  of  the  man,  in  the  hour  of  dangers  and  difficulties, 
'I'he  man  who,  in  the  heat  of  an  engagement,  will  show,  that  he 
has  a  lion  heart  within  him,  will  frecjuently  show  hini*ielf  the 
efleininate,    or,    more    properly  speaking,    he    will   appear   as 
daunted    and  unnerved,  when   his   physical  energies  are  to  be 
called  into  action,  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  or  surmounting 
an  impendiatr  eviL     This  appears,  in  some  respects,  to  have 
been  the  ctaracter  of  Capt.  Ross;   for,  in  many  of  the  trying 
dtuations,  in  which  lie  was  placed^  cither  from  pusillanimity  or 
indiscretion,  lie  acted  in  direct  variance  with  the  judgment  of 
those,  uho,  although,  they  might  have  been  his  inferior  in  rank, 
were  perhaps  his  supetior  in  nautical  skill,  and  in  that  botduoss 
and  promptitude  of  action,  which  are  the  most  striking  features 
of   the  great  and   noble  character  in   the    immediate   hour  of 
danger* 

The  gravamen  of  the  accusation  against  Capt.  Ross,  in  the 
present  instance,  consisted  in  the  unnecessary  act  of  his  fasten- 
ing the  Victory  to  the  iceberg,  when  circumstances  so  conibincd, 
as  to  have  enabled  him  to  dash  through  the  passage,  and  thereby 
brought  the  vessel  into  an  open  sea,  instead  of  exposing  her  to 
be  momentarily  so  severely  nipped  by  the  ice,  as  perhaps  to  ren- 
der her  unfit  altogether  to  prosecute  the  voyage. 

At  the  time  of  the  Victory  leaving  Felix  Harbour,  the  wind 
was  South,  and  the  ice  runuiog  north  ;  the  wind  then  veered 
round  to  the  west  north-west,  and  the  ice  stilt  runninc;  to  th« 
then    changed  to  the  south-wesl,  Wv    v\v 
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running  in  the  some  direction.  Now,  if  ihe  Victory  had  heou 
pushed  through,  instead  of  heiog  fastened  to  a  berg,  the  north- 
easternmost  point,  as  well  as  all  the  islands,  that  lay  off  it. 
would  have  been  cleared  :  this  was  the  current  opinion  amongst 
the  crew,  and  one  of  the  mates  in  particular  openly  avowed  his 
fientiraents  on  the  subject,  viz.  that  if  he  had  had  charge  of  the 
vessel,  he  would  have  shoved  her  nut  into  the  ice,  because  it 
was  then  running  to  the  north,  and  the  inlet  became  broader, 
the  further  they  advanced.  It  was  well  known  to  all  thecrewt 
that  Capt*  Ross  always  entertained  a  strong  objection  to  carrv 
his  vessel  amongst  the  ice  ;  but,  that  had  she  been  under  the 
command  of  Capt,  Parry,  a  very  different  fate  would  have  be- 
fallen the  Victory,  than  when  under  the  command  of  Capt* 
Ross.  We  have  the  authority  of  seTeral  of  the  crew,  for  stating^, 
that  a  greater  degree  of  danger  was  experienced  with  Cnpi. 
Parry  io  one  hour,  than  was  incurred  on  hoard  the  Victory,  from 
the  period  of  her  reaching  the  ice,  to  the  moment  of  her  abaa* 
donment :  and  further,  that  if  a  strong  desire  bad  not  been 
manifested  to  return  to  England,  a  greater  advance  to  the  north- 
ward might  have  been  obtained,  which,  however,  was  relin- 
quished, either  from  timidity  or  an  indisposition  to  endure  anjfi 
longer  the  perils  of  the  voyage. 

During  the  iSth  and  19th,  the  wind  shifted  to  almost  all  tb* 
two-and-thirty  points  of  the  compass,  driving  the  Ice  to 
direction*  But  the  Victory  hud  got  into  such  an  unfavouraht 
situation,  that  very  little  hope  remained,  of  emancipaiin<^  hej 
from  it:  no  other  prospecttherefore  presented  itself,  thanpassl 
another  winter  within  four  miles  of  the  former  harhotir,  will 
the  dread  of  a  scarcity  of  provisions  staring  them  in  the  face;  and, 
perhaps,  their  ultimate  fate,  being  the  abandonment  of  the  ship, 
with  the  chance  of  being  frozen  to  death  in  their  endeavor  lo 
reach  the  eeaa  frequented  by  the  whalers,  which,  at  all  evcals, 
could  not  be  done  fur  nearly  nine  months  to  come 

On  the  20th,  the  wind  got  round  to  the  south- west,    blnwie^ 
strong  :  but  it  was  too  late  for  the  Victory  to  take  any  «dranU^ 
of  it,  as  she  was  completely  frozen  in,  and  the  young  ice 
in  upon  her,  in  a\ldnec\\oTv%^    '\W\i»k^t  ^sS  iK^  crew  wmt 
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fierere  indeed,  in  culling  away  ihe  young  ice,  to  keep  the  ahip 
clear ;  bul  it  was  a  most  dishearlening  task,  for  ihey  Imd  no 
sooner  cleared  her  in  one  quarter^  than  she  was  blocked  up  in 
another ;  and  faint,  indeed^  was  now  the  hope  of  ever  moving 
the  vessel  from  the  perilous  siluation,  io  which  she  lay. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2l§t,  the  wind  blew  from  the  eastward* 
but  the  ice  deviated  not  from  its  usual  direction;  towards  mid- 
day, however,  it  veered  suddenly  round  to  the  northward,  and, 
on  account  of  this  sudden  change,  the  ice  came  rushing  in, 
driving  every  thing  before  it.  At  that  lime,  the  Victory  was 
fast  to  two  large  bergf? ;  but  the  pressure  of  the  ice  was  so 
great,  that  it  f^ent  the  bergs  and  the  ship  right  on  shore^  so  that 
at  low  water  she  was  lying  aground,  on  some  very  heavy  pieces 
of  ice,  the  ice  itself  being  aground  also.  As  the  tide  rose,  she 
floated,  but  with  every  ebb  she  rested  on  the  ice,  endangering 
her  bottom,  and  rendering  her  situation  one  of  the  greatest  peril. 
All  hands  were  now  employed  in  clearing  away  the  ice  from 
under  her  bottom  ;  the  consequence  of  whi^h  was,  that  when  the 
Jide  ebbed,  she  careened  nearly  on  her  broadside. 

It  now  amounted  almost  to  a  cerlainty,  that  they  were  in 
their  winter  harbour,  the  whole  blame  of  which  was  attributed 
toCapt.  Ross;  and  it  occasioned  some  bitter  bickerings  between 
that  officer  and  bis  nephew,  who  was,  from  the  commencement, 
decidedly  adverse  to  the  course  of  proceedings,  which  were 
adopted,  and  to  which  their  present  disastrous  situation  was 
alone  to  be  ascribed.  It  must  indeed  have  been  most  galling  to 
the  feelings  of  the  crew,  to  be  coop*id  up  in  an  inlet,  when  about, 
mites  further  outsiJe  of  the  land  ice,  there  were  an  abun- 
dance of  clear  water,  and  the  signs  of  it,  to  a  considerable  distance. 
iTbm  very  elements^  however,  seemed  to  conspire  against  them  ^ 
the  prevalence  of  the  northerly  winds   drove  the  ice  into  the 

"'"*  nnd  the  frost  was  so  severe,  that  the  young  ice  began  to 
hickness,  through  which  it  was  difficult  to  effect  a 
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*vas  variable,   but  blowing  very  hard ; 
>,  but    left   the  ship  a-ground  on 
veered   toxmd  lo  \^%  xk^^<Js\* 
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ward,  and  drove  tlie  ice  into  the  inlet,  carrying  evety  thtnp 
before  it,  and  forced  the  ship  two  or  three  feet  closer  in  shore. 
The  ice  was  now  closely  packed^  and,  at  low  water,  the  sliip 
careened  four  slreaks. 

On  the  2iiht  the  rudder  was  unshipped ;  the  wind  ^till  bfair* 
h\fr  hard  from  the  north-east^  and  about  two  miles  o^  a  vast 
expanse  nf  cleat  water,  with  a  very  dark  watery  sky;  bat  the 
i;hip  was  so  blocked  up,  that  it  was  then  reduced  to  a  ceitainty. 
that  their  proi^ress  for  that  season,  was  at  an  ei^il,  Coih* 
inander  Ross  left  the  ship,  to  take  a  view  of  the  position,  fa 
which  the  Victory  lay,  and  to  seek  for  a  place,  where  she 
mijrlit  harbour  for  the  winter.  He  ascended  a  hill,  and  to  the 
northward  saw  a  clear  sea,  in  which  the  Victory  ought  to  hate 
been,  if  she  had  kept  on  her  course,  on  the  day  that  she  left  Fe- 
lix Harbour^  instead  of  being  fastened  to  the  ber^s,  from  whtch 
Act,  the  whole  of  their  disasters  were  to  be  ascribed,  Comtnan- 
'  def  Ross  marked  out  a  place  for  a  harbour,  but,  on  examinln|(  ft 
more  minutely,  it  was   found  to  be  too  shallow. 

From  the  29th  September  to  the  3rd  October,  the  crew  were 
laboriously  employed   m  getting  the  ship  into  her  winter  bar* 
hour,  and  in  five  days   they    got  her  no   further    than  Si  feet. 
The  crew  were  principally  engaged  in  cutting  a  canal  for  thf 
ship  to  winter  in,  or  rather  the   canal  was  cut  for  the  purpose  of     i 
getting  the  ship  into  deeper  water,  for  where  she  then  lay»  tht  ■ 
heavy  ice  w^as  clear  of  her  bottom  ;  but,  at  low  water,  she  would 
fall  on  her  broadside,  if  she  were    not  shored   up  every  tide* 
which  was  one  of    the  severest  labors,  which   the  crew  had  to 
undergo,   during  the  whole  of  the  voyage  :  in  fact,  it  th^j  be 
affirmed,  that  the  privations,  which  they  underwent  at  this  pe- 
riod, and  the  constant   and  unremitting  labor,  to  which  tbey 
were  exposed,  may  be  denominated  as  the  most  trying  pan  of  | 
the  voyage.     In  the  first  place,  each  man  had  to  keep  hhi  Watdi 
^yery  night,  with  the  -herraometer  as  low  as  15  b^to^  2§ro.    Ai 
soon    as  morning  broke,  all  hands  were  turoed  out  to  siaiW  ibt 
ice^  fur  the  purpose  of  making  t^e  canal ;  and  every  pte<r«,  that 
was  cut,  had  to  be  got  on  the  ice,  for  there  was  ndt  depth  rf  j 
iflter  suOScient  to  suek  Vl  uu&^t  \v.   "Wva  ^bitile  of  this  ba^,  tial  i 


w«s  cnt,  VfSiS  not  less  than  four  feet  in  thickness,  and  every 
piece  had  to  be  boused  tip  on  the  other  side,  by  the  capstern. 
By  ad  measurement »  the  crew  cut  835  feet  of  ice,  before  they  got 
into  their  winter  harbour :  the  men  often  working  like  horses, 
during  tbe  whole  of  the  day,  and  then  to  turn  out  two  or  threa 
iimes  in  the  ;)ighl,  accordingly  as  the  tide  served,  to  fhore  the 
Tassel  up,  \o  prevent  her  careening  on  her  broadside^  Some  of 
the  mep  would  fall  in  the  canal,  bead  over  ears ;  and  before 
they  could  get  to  the  ship,  their  clothes  would  be  frozen,  the 
jacket  to  the  waistcoat,  and  the  former  so  hard^  that  it  would 
almost  stand  upright.  But,  on  those  occasions,  Capt,  Ross 
never  followed  the  example  of  Capt.  Parry  :  nor  did  he  cheer 
his  men,  by  saying,  "  Come,  my  lads,  bear  a-hand,  out  again, 
and  tell  my  steward  to  give  you  a  good  glass  of  grog/*  But  the 
first  thing,  that  was  heard  from  Capt.  Ross,  was  his  well-known 
grunt  of  displeasure,  and  then  the  exclamation,  "  It  serves  you 
right — come  make  haste,  and  shift  yourselves/*  And  even  when 
a  man  got  wet  in  the  Victory,  there  was  no  warm  air  stove, 
to  thaw  or  dry  his  clothes,  for  the  ship  had  nothing  but  a  small 
stove  of  Slaters  Patent:  but.  to  keep  up  as  large  a  fire  as  poft- 
sible,  the  stove  would  not  consume  more  than  two  peck&aday ; 
and  the  whole  consumption  of  fuel  on  board  the  Victory,  in  the 
dead  of  the  winter,  was  no  more  than  three  peeks  and  a  half  or 
four  pecks  per  day :  whereas,  in  the  Hecia  and  Fury,  the  con- 
sumption was,  five  pecks  to  the  warm  air  stove;  five  to  the 
galley,  l|  to  the  cabin.  If  to  the  gun-room,  f  of  a  peck  to  tbe 
tnidshipmen^s  bei^h^  and  a  peck  to  the  sick  bay :  making  in 
all;  14|  per  day;  the  temperature  of  the  men's  berths  on  the  lower 
deck,  was  never  below  60;  whereas  the  temperature  of  the 
Victory's  lower  deck  was  seldom  ligher  than  36,  except  on 
baking  days,  which  was  only  once  a  week,  when  the  lower  deck 
was  a^  high  as  54,  which  may  he  considered  as  the  maximum : 
whereas,  in  the  cabin,  the  thermometer  was  as  high  as  70,  the 
average  being  65» 

It  was  not,  however,  only  the  shoring  up  of  the  vessel,  that 
deprived  the  men  of  their  rest;  but  if  at  any  time  it  was 
high  water  during  the  night,  they  were  called  up  to  heave  tl\^ 
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ihip  altern,  aa  far  as  they  had  cill  the  canal  cturlag  the  day, 
thea  when  the  Bhip  was  close  up,  they  were  oot  allowed 
return  to  their  berths,  but  they  were  obliged  to  wait,  expose 
the  aeverity  of  the  frosty  until  the  tide  ehbedj  that  the  n 
might  be  propped  up,  to  prevent  her  falling  on  her  broadt 
as  they  had  no  more  than  four  or  five  feet  of  water>  the  w 
length  of  the  canal.  By  the  end  of  October,  the  Victory  i 
be  considered  to  be  in  her  winter  harbour,  her  forehead  10 
4  inches,  aft  10  feet  6  inches,  and  a  few  feet  further  there 
no  more  than  9  feet  6  inches. 

The  following  is  ike  scale  of  the   Temperature  of  the  i 
Atmosphere  J  for  the  month  of  October,  1830. 
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From  the  1st  November  to  the  lOth,  the  principal  dot* 
crew  was  unrigging  the  vessel,  and  preparing  her  for  1 
iering;  the  wind  blowing  ^txou^*  ^metimes  accomj 
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snow,  from  the  northward  and  the  westward.  The  ship  was 
blinked  up  as  during  the  preceding  winter,  and  a  snow  deck 
-was  raised  as  a  prolection  against  the  violence  of  the  weather. 
Snow  walls  were  also  built  about  the  ship,  and  an  observa- 
tory Was  commenced  on  the  highest  hill  in  the  immediate  vici- 
tiitjr  of  the  harbour.  The  powder  was  got  out  of  the  ship,  for 
iear  of  fire,  and  the  boats  housed  op,  and  covered  with  snow,  to 
keep  them  from  renting.  A  spar  was  placed  on  a  high  hill  as  a 
flag-staff,  for  the  purpose  of  guiding  the  Esquimaux  to  the  ship, 
whose  visits,  during  the  preceding  winter,  had,  in  many  in- 
■tances,  been  highly  acceptable,  as  they  were  the  purveyors  of 
different  kinds  of  food,  and  of  materials,  from  which  the  winter 
clothing  was  to  be  made.  In  fine  weather  a  6ag  was  hoisted  on 
the  spar ;  but  it  was  necessary  to  keep  a  consluut  watch  upon  it, 
aa  it  was  an  object,  which  the  Esquimaux  women  had  a 
g^reat  desire  to  obtain  possession  of,  as  an  ornament  round  their 
necks. 

On  the  30th  October,  the  sun  took  his  departure  for  three 
months:  and  trebly  steeled  as  the  heart  may  be.  and  competent 
to  bear  up  with  fortitude  against  the  accidents  and  casualties 
of  life,  there  was  something  most  trying  to  the  feelings,  in  the 
thought,  that  the  great  luminary,  which  dispenses  light  and 
cheerfulness  upon  the  earth,  was  to  be  a  ptranger  to  them  for 
three  months,  and  they  removed  from  all  the  comforts,  which 
could  render  life  desirable. 

As  it  was  considered  necessary  to  re-establish  the  intercourse 
Vi  ith  the  natives,  for  various  reasons,  but  particularly  on  account 
of  the  regular  supply  of  food,  which  they  were  in  the  habit  of 
bringing  for  the  dogs,  Capt.  Ross  took  the  earliest  opportunity 
of  visiting  the  old  harbour,  where  he  drew  upon  the  boilers, 
which  were  left  on  the  ice,  some  figures,  and  a  large  hand,  as  a 
guide  to  the  natives  to  their  new  station:  when,  however,  the 
tritltng  distance  is  considered,  which  the  second  harbour  was 
from  the  first,  it  was  not  likely  that  a  roving  people  like  the 
Esquimaux,  would  not  discover  the  vessel ;  for,  although  she 
might  not  be  exactly  visible  from  Felix  Harbour,  the  sound  of  her 
guns,  which  were  now  and  then  fired  for  experimental  purposes. 
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would  have  been  a  sure  indicatiuo  to  them,  that  the  KaJUooi 
were  still  in  their  viciQity.     It  must,  however,  be  reoirL 
the  Esquimaux  had  no  very  urgent  motiires  for  visiuni; 
they   had  already,  in    their  commercial   dealiogs   with 
Rq«8^  denuded  themselvei  of  almoiit  their  whole  atock  of 
ing ;  and  until  the  seals  began  to  be  ptentiful,  they  had 
any  other  ariiele,  which  they  could  barter  away  with  the  Ear^^^ 
peans,far  their  fish-hooks,  needles,  files,  and  old  pieces  of  iroa. 

On  the  Jst  December,  the  crew  were  put  into  five  w 
the  principal  reason  of  which  was,  to  keep  all  the  men  in  i 
guW  stale  of  exercise.  Two  of  the  watches  wexe  eontijitidJj 
walking  in  the  day-time;  two  were  at  work;  and  one  wai 
down  heloWjforthe  purpose  of  keeping  the  lower  deck  drv^isi 
in  good  order.  The  working  party  about  the  ship,  were  eo* 
ployed  in  building  a  snow  wall  four  feet  high,  which  reachii 
from  Btem  to  stern,  and  which  served  the  purpose  of  a  screea  in 
the  men,  in  their  various  operations  about  the  ship. 

The  officers  now  began  their  usual  occupatioa  of  the  clli% 
and  seldom  a  day  elapsed,  that  some  animal  ur  {^ame  was  ml 
brought  to  the  ship.  A  very  rare  animal,  a  black  fint  ^>* 
killed  on  the  drd  December ;  and  the  following  day,  a  whil* 
one  and  a  hare.  During  the  whole  month  of  Deceniber,  aili 
Sunday  elapsed,  that  a  roasted  hare  did  not  smoke  oo  the  laM^ 
m  the  cabin ;  and  in  truth  it  may  be  said,  that  the  guji  was  iki 
best  purveyor  of  food  for  the  cabin,  which  was  known,  dartif 
the  whole  of  the  time,  that  the  vessel  was  blocked  up. 

On  the  18th,  being  Sunday,  the  usual  service  was  performed 
and  in  fact,  it  may  be  stated,  as  a  general  thing,  that  durtng  ikt 
whole  of  the  time  that  the  expedition  was  out,  not  six  SmAj* 
elapsed,  that  divine  service  was  not  performed,  but  tt  was  m^ 
a  matter  of  discipline  belonging  to  the  ship,  than  Uie  efi«ct«fi 
leligious  spirit.  The  service  began  generally  a  little  a 
and  lasted  for  about  an  hour^  during  which  time,  the  wbr^lo 
morning  service  was  gabbled  over  in  one  breath ;  so  that  ii 
scarcely  possible  tu  understand  a  sipgle  wofd  that  was 
A  sermon  was  certainly  read ;  but  had  it  been  comptled 
Esqui^uaux  language,  it  would  htive  been  equal  I  v  iufitrntiifi 
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Ifyifig  to  the  majority  of  the  cotigregaiinn  ;  the  great  aim  of 
reader   appearing  to  he,  to  get  to  the  end  of  it,  with  all  the 
ixpedition  in  hts  power.     Capt.  Rosk  was  himself  by  no  means 
religious  character ;  and  hi«  regular  observance  of  the  duties 
"of  the  Sabbath,  was  more   mechaniciiJ    than  the    result  of  that 
|inward    feeling  of  sanctity  and  reverence,  on    which  true  reli- 
fion  is  founded;  nor.  in  the  opinion  of  the  crew,  did  he  act  up 
to  the  performance  of  those  christian  principles,  which  breathe  in 
some    of  those  aublime  prayers,  which    f?o  particularly  distin- 
guish the  service  of  the  Church  of  England.     The  prayers,  that 
are  in  general  used  at  ^a^  were,  it  is  true,  read  or  gabbled  over, 
^very  Sunday;  and  it  was  always  remarked  by  the  crew,  when 
3»pt.  Ross  came  to  that  beautiful  prayer,  **  Almighty  Lord  God, 
rho  alone  tpreadest  out  the  heavens/' that  he  always  read,  with 
'deep  and  profound  voice,  the  latter  part  of  it,  "  and  that  we 
ttiay  return  in  safety,  to  enjoy  the  blessings  of  tlie  land,  and  the 
fruits  of  our  labor  ;"  but  strong  indeed  was  the  contrast,  which 
appeared  between  the  doctrines,  which   issued  from  his  mouth. 
Id  the  conduct,  which    he  pursued  towards  his  men.     He  re- 
*d  in  safety  to  his  native  land,  supported  and  strengthened 
13^  that  God,  to  whom  in  his  desolation  he  had  prayed  for  sue* 
<iouf,  and  it  was  not  refused  him.    But  did  he,  in  return  for  such 
<a&     gracious   display  of  divine  Providence,   give  to  his  men  the 
ft^oits  of  their   labor — did  he,    from  the  influence  of  a  grateful 
spirit,  give  to  those,  who  had  stood  by  him  in  tris  forlorn  and 
desperate  situation,  and  without  whose  aid  and  manly  efforts,  he 
'^roiild  have  been  left  as  a  bleaching  corse,  on  the  eternal  snows 
^f*   an  untnhahtted    land — did  he  give  to  those   men  even  what 
'^^s  their  lawful  due,  and  for  which  they  had  stipulated,  on  en- 
ding into  his  service  ?    Was  it  not  refiiscd  and  withheld  from 
>^m^on  a  quibble,  which  would  have  disgraced  the  very  lowest 
**    the  gowned  and  wiggod   rt^gues,  that  perambulate  the  pave- 
'~;nt  of  Westminster  Hall  ?     If  he  did  not  do  these  things,  an 
riortutiity  is    now   afforded  him  of  disproving   the  charges, 
ih  his  crew  have  brought  tigainst  him,  and  of  proving,  thai 
irtith  Was  not  in   him,  when  l>e  declared,  before  the  com- 
je  of  the  House  of  Commons,  that  all  the  men  wex^  «aA\rfikft4 
what  bad  been  cfuoe  for  theoi  by  the  Admit oli'^ 


■ 


488  lAf^T   VOYAOK   OF   CAPT,  KOfP, 

As  this    Rubject  is  the  great  ground  of  coinplaiDt,  which  the 
crew  of  the  Victory  have  ag-ainst  Capt»  Ross,  and  as  it  Attll  r^j 
mains  an  unsettled    point,  attaching  a    considerable   decree 
obloquy  to  the  character  of  that  officer,  it  is  ri^ht  that  the  coimtr 
fihuutd  be   put   in  possession   uf  the  real  merits   of  the   rasf, 
order  that  a  just  decision  may  be  formed,  as  to  the  quarter  wheitl 
the  odium  ought  to  attach. 

Capt,  Ross,  when  before  the  committee,  was  asked  :  **  On  wlitt 
terms  did  ihe  men  eoj^ge  with  you  for  the  voyage  !" — Hit  m- 
swcr  was,  '*  They  first  eng"af»"ed  with  me  to  go  as  a  whil» 
voyage,  and  then  to  share  with  the  crew  of  the  whaler^  which  I 
took  out  with  ine  to  carry  the  stores ;  then  this  whaler  mutiaied, 
and  I  made  a  new  agreement  with  the  men,  by  which  I  watto 
pay  ihem  at  the  same  rate,  as  they  were  paid  on  board  tk 
Isabella*  and  they  were  to  run  all  risks,  and  the  whaler  did 
not  go. 

"  Was  any  written  ageeement  entered  into^  between  you  tod 
themT    *'  None  whatever. ^^ 

Now.  had  any  member  of  the  committee  put  the  followiaf 
question  to  Capt.  Ross,  "Was  it  not  part  of  the  agreement 
entered  into  between  you  and  them,  that,  in  the  event  of  tlkiir 
being  reduced  to  short  allowance^  they  were  to  receive  doable  fvjf 
would  not  Capt.  Ross  have  deviated  from  the  irolli,  if  he  hid 
answered  in  the  negative,  and  does  he  not  himself  state,  before  tki 
commttteo,  that  the  crew  were  6fteen  months  on  short  allowaiiof^ 
and  that  three  of  the  men  must  have  died  in  a  fornighl,  m%P 
hausted  were  they  with  cold,  fatigue,  and  hunger,  Thua»  the  fSh 
cumstance  of  the  men  being  on  short  aUowance,  is  unequiYoe^Uf 
established  by  himself:  on  what  ground,  therefore,  was  not  tl*' 
part  of  the  agreement  fulfilled,  that  the  men,  on  Ueingpitt'^o 
<hort  allowance,  were  to  receive  double  pay  i  It  is  also  woflkf 
of  particular  observation,  that  the  correspondence,  which  tofll 
place  between  Capt,  Ro«s  and  Mr,  Barlow  of  the  Admiralty,  kii 
a  direct  tendency  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  tha  pyblic^tbit 
the  most  ample  justice  has  been  done  to  them,  and  ikat  tU' 
have  declared  themselves  fully  satisfied  with  tha  ooodaci  L_ 
the  Admiralty  towards  them.  Now,  it  must  be  reinf»iBberoil,  ih 
the   Admiralty  has  nethiiig  whatever  to  do  wilh  the   di 
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yetweenthe  mea  and  Capt  Ross;  but  tliat.as  far  as  iti  conduct 
concerned,  it  i»  wholly  without  reproach,  and  no  more  than 
jould  have  been  expected  from  the  official  members  of  one  oftlie 
nost  important  branches  of  the  service  of  the  country. 
The  truth  ib,  that  Capt.  Ros8*  on  his  return,  found  himself  in 
tnost  unpleasant  dilemma  :  he  had,  on  his  departure*  calcu- 
ated  upon  an  absence  of  about  fifteen  months,  in  which  case,  he 
ould  perhaps  have  been  able  to  fulfil  the  enjg^agementSy  which 
le  had  entered  into  with  his  men ;  but  a  protracted  absence  of 
bur  years  and  a  half,  g^reatly  increased  the  claims  upon  him; 
nd  the  ultimate  loss  of  the  vessel  contributed  to  diminish  tlm 
ineans,  which  he  possessed  of  discharging  them. 

Under  these   circumstances,  Capt.  Ross  thought  ihat  he  had 
o  other  alternative,  than  to  make  an  appeal  to  the  Admiralty, 
to  afford  him  the  means  of  defraying  obligations  of  so  sacred  a 
character.     In  his  Letter  to  the  honorable  George  Klliot,  Capt, 
says,  '*  It  is  true  that,  according  to  law,  the  men  may  not  be 
ble  to  compel  the  payment  of  their  wages,  after  October  1831, 
n  all  hopes  of  Faving  the  vessel,   led  to  her  abandonment, 
re  roust  here  be  a  typographical  error,  as  the  Victory  was  not 
ibandoned  until  the  28th  May  ISS'Z,)  but  a  sense  ofwhatisdue 
o  my  character,  as  an  officer  of  the  navy,  and  a  feeling  of  what 
a  due  to  the  men,  whoae  constancy  was  never  shaken  under  the 
mast  appalling  prospects^  and  to  whose  fidelity  and  obedience  I 
iM^e  80  muc\  I  aBOULD  be  ashamed  op  myself,  if  I  could  for  a 
loment  entertain  a  thought  of  any  subterfuge,  whereby  I  might 
^vadetbe  payment  of  their  well-earned  wages.     J  am  anxious, 
lowever,  with  my  slender  means,  to  appeal  to  their  lordships^  in 
the  first  instance,  in  the  confident  persoaRion,  that  an  undertak- 
ing*  so  entirely  of  a    naval  nature,  wilt    receive  their  counte- 
umceand  support;  and  that,  under  their  lordships  recommenda- 
tioDj  his  Majesty  8  government  will   be  pleased  to  consider  the 
'Oyage   as  so   entirely   flirccted   to  public    objects,  as  fairly  to 
d&tnri|  Qoder  the  crf'^'T'"'=*^'K"«>  \  if4->f  **p-^rib^d,  that  the  pav- 
ent  of  the  nllic<»rft  ^HiMtetJMirgo," 

The  result  of  '  Rom  v 

\  deliver  to  the  Adu 


K: 
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me«  ^tnplny^  to  tli#  late  eTpediUon  to  the  Arctic  fiess :  riiQidH 

tlie  pay  tlm  wooldbe  du«  to  each  on  the  principle,  tWi  C^H 

Ros  wunld  hif«  felt  it  hi»  duty  to  *ct  towards  the  men,  bsd^H 

diadimrge  of  tbeir  Haicos  rented  upon  himself,  instead  of  beiafl 

takea  up  by  the  lotds  of  the  Adraimltj,  on  the  g^round  €!■■ 

^-   {mUic  natufe  of  the  serriee.  to  which  the  object  of  the  explBI 

^H  t]4Hi  was  directed.     On  the  transmission   of  the  list,  CapU  Rok 

^H  e^Sjptmsmd   \m  firm  conTicltoD*  that  the  oflScers  and  men  wottU 

^m  eoQsideEr  tbemMliw  fnily  f^ecampensed  by  the  proposed  amh  d 

H  P«7* 

^H          T1U  foUommy  %$  the  Lisl,  as  delivered  by  Capt,  Ron. 

H               Nmme9. 

Qmdiiies. 

Sums, 

Wv 

£.      a.    d. 

f        <i#orge  Mc'Diarmid 

Surgeon 

«l£     18    8 

William  Ughl 

Steward 

172    14    8 

Thontas  Blanky 

Mate 

345      9    4 

Richard  Wall 

Seamaa 

171     16    0 

Antbwiy  Buck 

Ditto 

127      9    0 

Allan  Molonis 

2nd  Engineer 

169     18    8 

James  Mardin 

Armourer 

96     18    8<i>«i<>"<^ 

John    Park 

Seaman 

m   17  0  ^"^ 

Joseph   Curtis 

Ditto 

125     17    0 

John  Wood 

DtUo 

125       7     0 

Robert  Shreeve 

Carpenter's  Mate 

166       9    4        ^M 

Henry  Ayre 

Cook 

165      a    8       ^ 

Thomas    Abemethy 

Mate 

829    14    8        J 

Chimhatn  Thomas 

Carpenter 

296     to    8       ^M 

George   Taylor 

Mate 

329      9    4             1 

Alexander  Brunton 

1st  Engineer 

617     15    0            1 

Barney  Lachey 

Landman 

121     16    0       ^fl 

David  Wood 

Seaman 

121             0       ^M 

James  Dixon 

Landman 

89       a    Oligj^M 

George   Baxter                 Ditto 

121      It     0     "^H 

■ 

£4,580  12    *       ^1 

^^^^M                                            * 

^^^ 

^^1 
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Two  day?  after  the  tranimission  of  this  list  to  the  board  of  Ad- 
[niraUy,  a  Letter  was  received  by  Capt.  Ross,  from  Mr,  Barrow* 
the  secretary  to  the  Admiralty^  in  which  he  states,  that  he  is 
Dommanded  by  the  lords  of  the  Admiralty,  to  inform  Capt.  Ross, 
'*  that  although  the  men  have  no  claim  on  fUs  Mc^esiys  govern* 
m^nt,  inasmuch  as  the  expedition  was  not  sent  out  by  the  Board 
of  Admiralty,  yet,  in  consideration  of  its  having  been  undertaken 
br  the  bene&t  of  science  ;  of  the  sufTerings,  which  the  men 
Ofiderwent ;  the  perilous  situation^  in  which  they  were  placed, 
for  so  long  protracted  a  period,  and  their  uniform  good  conduct, 
under  circumstanoes  the  most  trying,  to  which  Bntish  seamen 
were, perhaps,  ever  exposed;  and  their  lordships  being  moreover 
satisfied  of  the  utter  ioabiUty  of  Capl.  Ross  to  fulfil  the  engage- 
knents  entered  into  by  him,  and  of  the  destitute  stale,  in  which 
Ihesd  people  have  providentially  arrived  ie  their  native  country, 
have  been  induced,  under  such  peculiar  circumstances,  from  a 
feeling  of  humanity,  immediately  to  relieve  him  from  his  engage* 
ments,  and  the  persons  employed  in  the  expedition,  from  press- 
ing necessity,  rather  than  wait  till  Parliament  shall  be  as- 
sembled, to  which  it  is  intended  to  submit  the  case — their  lord* 
ships  have  therefore  directed  the  accountant  general  of  the  navy 
to  advance  to  Capt.  Ross,  the  sum  of  4,580/.  l*ls,  3ff  as  the  amount 
which  Capt.  Ross  felt  himself  under  an  engagement  to  pay  ta 
the  persons  mentioned  in  the  list.'" 

Now,  in  regard  to  this  grant,  we  may  miy,  with  my  uncle  Toby, 
tliat  the  lords  of  the  Admiralty  acted  very  right  as  men,  but  very 
wrong  as  officers  of  the  crown.  Here,  we  have  an  individual, 
whc\,  from  wounded  feelings,  or  from  a  love  of  science,  or,  from 
llie  conviction,  that  he  was  cut  out  by  nature,  to  be  the  dis- 
coverer of  the  North  West  Passage,  or,  from  a  combination  of  all 
the  three  motives  in  e^al  ptopoitions^  determines,  upon  his 
own  risk,  and  at  his  own  itjipiiiisQ,   to  undertake  a  particular 

voyage,  of  which   the  govomiw**»nl  ni"  'I >    --    -  fficially,  aro 

ignorant  of  every  particutn  nn^»Tti<**f^  t) 

dividual  so  unden  > 
Ig  to  dOj  either  direci 
'cornea   home  a  b^ink 
[^ands,  thAt  «*-«  niii<ri 


: 
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morous.  and  he  applies  to  the  government  of  the  country  to 
him  out  of  hia  embarrassment »  Now,  in  fact,  this  speculator 
no  more  right  to  appeal  to  the  lords  of  the  Admiralty  for  reli 
than  any  other  speculator,  in  whatever  pursuit  he  might  Ha?^ 
been  engaged  ;  and  our  aforesaid  friend,  Hans  Kletn,  hat 
much  right  to  apply  to  their  lordships  for  relief,  if  he  fail  ii 
his  expedition  to  the  bottom  of  the  Maelstrom,  as  Capi,  R 
had,  in  the  failure  of  his  expedition  in  search  of  a  North  W 
Passage.  It  was  true,  that  humanity  pleaded  strongly  in  bebjit 
of  the  men ;  but  so  it  has,  in  many  cases,  where  a  deaf  ear  hi^ 
been  turned  to  the  call,  but  perhaps  not  under  such  urgent 


pressing  circumstances,  as  disttDguished  the  case  oftbes^^^l 
of  the  Victory.  But  we  will  venture  boldly  to  tell  the  lords  tJnl 
Admiralty,  that  they  had  no  power  whatever  to  award  the  graatof 
nearly  SOOOi.  to  Capt.  Ross,  to  pay  his  men  with,  without  the  direct 
sanction  of  Parliament.  They  have  no  such  privilege  vevted  i 
their  hands,  as  to  award  thousands  of  the  public  money  to  defirtfi 
in  a  great  degree,  the  expenses  of  an  expedition,  which  wai 
entirely  of  a  private  nature ;  and  which  was  as  totally  uncoa- 
nected  with  government,  as  a  balloon  expedition  of  Sadkr 
Green,  to  explore  the  mountains  of  the  moon.  If  the  caae  of  tb 
seamen  of  the  Victory  had  been  regularly  and  properly  broii|gk 
before  Parliament,  we  should  have  cried  shame  upon  that 
who  could  huve  raised  a  dissentient  voice  to  the  grant  prav^J 
ft)r  ;  on  the  same  principle,  that  we  do  cry  shame  upon  the  «c* 
Parliament,  for  awarding  the  entire  sum  of  5000/«  to  Capt,  Row. 
an  acknowledged  incubus,  rather  than  a  benefit  to  the  ejrpeditioo, 
and  leaving  the  individuals,  who  bore  the  brunt  and  liai 
the  toils  and  dangers  of  the  expedition,  to  feed  upon  tha 
which  their  country  has  awarded  them.  The  grants  of  moafffi 
that  the  country  thought  proper  to  bestow  upon  such  neaif] 
Jenncr,  Mc'Adam,  Parry,  and  other  great  scientific  chaiactitl 
were  brought  regularly  before  Parliament;  nor  could  a 
be  paid,  until  the  grant  had  been  confirmed  by  the  three 

^  of  the  kingdom:  but,  in  the  present   instance,  a  private  ini 
dual,  (for  Capl.  Ross  could  not  present  himself  before  the 
of  the  AdmiraUy,m  awj  other  capacity,)  appeals  to   their  I 

•hips :  statin g ,  ih»x  \\e  W^l  u\idi<^\\»^^\i  ^  ^tVblvck  ^i^^^editi^Kl 
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t,  OD  his  return,  he  finds  himself  wholly  unable  to  pay  tlic 
men  J  whom  he  had  eng-aged,  and,  therefore,  that  as  the  expedition 
was  undertaken  in  a  ship,  they  were  the  most  proper  persons  to 
apply  to,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  his  Quixotiem*  It  would^  in- 
deed, have  been  a  novol  case,  if  the  lords  of  the  Admiralty^  in  an 
enthusiastic  moment  of  admiration  of  the  great  achievements  of 
Capt.  Ross,  had  simultaneously  put  their  hands  in  their  pockets^ 
and  subscribed  their  thousands  each,  to  assist  him  out  of  his  pre- 
dicament ;  and  we  rather  suspect,  that  if  the  relief  had  to  come 
from  that  quarter,  Capt.  Ross  would  not  have  received  an  answer 
to  his  application  in  two  days  ;  but  the  money,  they  advanced, 
was  not  their  own,  nor  was  it  theirs  to  advance,  without  the 
sanction  and  aulhority  of  ihe  Parliament  of  the  country.  They 
very  coolly  teil  Capt.  Ross,  that  they  will  not  wait  for  the  meet- 
ing of  Parliament  to  sanction  them  in  the  grant ;  but  their  faces 
would  have  been  something  like  the  semaphore  in  length,  at  the 
top  of  their  official  residence,  if  Mr.  Hume  had  caught  his  eye 
upon  the  item,  in  the  expenditure  of  the  Admiralty,  Paying  to 
Capt,  Ross,  the  sum  of  4,^80/.  and  had  moved,  that  the  lords  of 
the  Admiralty  having  paid  so  large  a  sum  of  the  public  money 
to  a  private  individual,  without  the  consent  and  approbation  of 
Parliament,  the  said  lords  should  be  called  upon  to  make  up  the 
sum  advanced,  out  of  their  private  purse,  and  in  default  of  its  not 
being  produced  from  that  quarter,  that  it  should  be  stopped  from 
their  salaries. 

The  foregoing  strictures  have  not  been  passed,  from  any  dis- 
position to  cavil  at  the  amount  of  the  sum,  which  was  given  to 
the  men,  for  they  dearly  earned  every  shilling  that  was  paid ; 
but  we  have  considered  it  a  flagrant  instance  of  the  disposal  of 
the  public  money,  without  the  sanction  of  those,  to  whom  the 
people  have  delegated  the  appropriation  of  it,  and  which  has 
perhaps  been  the  means  of  impressing  the  belief  upon  the 
minds  of  the  people  of  this  coun'.ry,  that  the  seamen  of  the 
Victory  had  received  their  full  due  from  the  Admiralty;  and  that 
CapU  Ro«s  was  only  telling  the  truth,  when  he  declared,  that 
he    should  be  ashamed  of  himr^lf,  if  he  could  entertain  the 
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thought  of  any  subterfuge,  by  which  he  could  evade  the  pay 
of  the  well -earned  wages  of  his  men. 

The  eircurastanees,  however,  under  which  the  men  found  thei 
complaint  against  Capt.  Ross,  are  not  well  understood ;  for  ih 
money,  advanced  by  the  lords  of  the  Admiralty,  has  nothing  U 
do  with  the  claim »  which  they  stilt  have  upon  Capt,  Ri 
and  which  has  excited  such  a  degree  of  ill  blood,  that  there 
scarcely  one  of  the  crew,  who  would  sail  with  him  again,  ooi 
expedilion,  of  which  he  possessed  the  command. 

It  is   true»  as  Capt,  Ross  has  stated  it,  that  the  officers  am 
sailors,  after    the  abandonment  of  the  ship,  could  not,  by  livr, 

C  claim  the  wages  for  their  services,  as  they  were  virtually 
longer  seamen,  nor  employed  in  the  navigation  or  care  u{ 
vessel ;  it  was,  therefore,  for  the  payment  of  this  deficieocjp 
between  the  pay,  to  which  they  were  entitled  previously  to  tbt 
abandonment  of  the  ship,  and  that,  to  which  they  were  ooft 
entitled,  by  law,  after  its  abandonment^  for  which  Capt,  RoiS 
pleaded  so  strenuously  to  the  lords  uf  the  Admiralty ;  but  tiie 
men  affirm,  that  they  are,  by  agreement,  entitled  to  double  pur, 
after  they  were  put  on  short  allowance,  and  to  this  CapU  Rom 
demurs,  that  as  the  short  allowance  began  after  the  abiindon 
ment  of  the  ship,  when,  by  law,  they  were  not  entitled  to  any 
pay  at  all»  it  would  be  a  most  difficult  thing  for  them  to  suhslaa- 
tiate  the  point,  that  they  were  entitled  to  double  pay,  especially 
as  the  servicers,  for  which  they  claim  this  double  pay,  were  psN 
formed  on  land,  and  not  on  board  the  ship.  There  is  very  titib 
doubt,  that  if  the  men  carry  their  case  into  a  court  of  law,  the 
verdict  will  be  against  them;  but  there  is  such  a  thing  as  equity, 
which  will  grant  what  the  law  denies ;  and  as  the  Admiralty,  b 
I  behalf  of  Capt.  Ross,  has  paid  the  men  the  wages,  that  were  mi 
^B  lawfully  their  due,  it  would  become  Capt,  Ross,  out  of  ihe 
5000/>  wliich  the  country  has  exclusively  awarded  himi  to  pay  tlit 
men  the  sum,  which  he  agreed  to  pay  them;  for,  let  him  carnr 
it  in  his  remembrance,  that  hacf  it  not  been  for  their  un^htikea 
fortitude,  and  their  daring  spirit  through  the  trials,  which  ibtf 
had  to  undergo,  he  never  would  have  reached  his  native  couoU}i 
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1 1^  tell  his  tale  of  hair-breadth  escapes,  by.  flood  and  field,  nor  to 
©i  the  hair  of  Sir  Andrew  Agnew  on  an  end,  with  his  recital 
of  the  indecent,  and  scandalous  manner,  in  which  the  EBquimaujc 

liibsenre  the  Sabbath. 

I  To  return  to  the  narrative.  The  25th  being  Christmas-day,  it 
was  celebrated  with  the  usual  festivities.     To  each  mess  of  the 

I  crew  were  allotted  4  pounds  of  ox  cheek  soup,  3  pounds  and  a 

I  half  of  flour,  one  pound  of  raisins,  and  6  pounds  of  carrots,  and 
a  ^laspj  of  grog,  independently  of  their  usual  allowance.  In 
the  cabin,  the  fare  was  sumptuous;  and  if  it  were  possible  for 

1  a  Paul  Pry  to  have  popped  in,  great  would  have  been  his  sur- 
prise, to  see  the  table  of  a  ship,  in  the  very  heart  of  barren- 
nefss  and  desolation,  smoking  with  viand ^',  which  would  not 
have  been  disdained  by  the  epicures  of  any  of  the  Club  Houses 
of  the  Metropolis*  Before  the  commander,  smoked  the  tureen  of 
hare  eoup,  in  the  manufacture  of  which,  the  cook  had  exhausted 
his  utmost  skill — game  of  different  kinds — beef,  fresh  and  salt — 
fish,  dried  and  pickled — with  vegetables  and  preserved  meats^ 
the  former,  perhaps  grown  at  Battersea — the  latter,  in  North- 
amptonshire ;  a  large  plum-pudding  smoked  under  the  nostrils  of 

I  Commander  Ross,  whilst  Mr.  Mc'Diarmid  assisted  in  excavating 
a  Stilton  cheese,  as  recommendatory  of  promoting  the  digestion* 
The  Christmas  dinner  of  the  Victory  may,  in  some  respects,  be 
compared  to  that  which,  according  to  Milton,  the  devil  gave  in 
hell  on  a  particular  occasion,  but  certainly  not  on  a  Christ* 
Dtas-day ;  and  which  is  thus  described  :  — 

A  table  ricbly  spread^    in  roytl  mode,  m 

With  dUhes   piledf  and  meats  of  noblest  sorin  m 

L                            And  aavour,    beasU  of  cbdse,   or  fowl,  or  game,  m 

^B                   In  pastry  builc^  or  from  t|]e  spit,  or  boird,  m 

^^^^^            Grisamber  Heam*d,  all  fiih  frota  aea  and  abore,  m 

^^^^V             Freshet^  or  purling  brook^  of  shell  or  fin^  m 

^^^^^            Aod  ciquisitest  name*- m 

The  dinners  of  the   devil,  and  of  Capt.  Ross,   bore,  in  on* 
respect,  a  strong  resemblance  to  each  other*   as  their  viand? 


4M 
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were  chiefly  steamed  ;  but,  in  ai-iotlier  particular,  itiey  dtfTermi 
most  widely,  for  Capt*  Ros^  had  his  ft^h  the  first,  whereus  the 
devil  bad  his  fish  the  last. 

Deep,  however,  were  the  inurmuringB  of  the  crew,  at  the 
g^reat  diflereoce,  which  was  observable  between  the  faro  of  the 
cabin,  and  that  which  was  doled  out  to  them  in  their  respectiTe 
berths .  The  disi'mction  was  too  great,  not,  in  some  degree,  to 
warrant  the  murmurs,  that  were  raised :  but  as  to  any  l>eoefit 
resulting  from  their  complaints,  either  in  the  way  of  addition ■ 
to  the  quantify,  or  improvement  in  the  quality  of  their  viattds,  n 
they  knew  it  was  equal  to  the  extraction  of  heat  from  ice,  or 
malleability  from  the  granite  of  the  rocks,  with  which  they  wera 
surrounded.  For  a  lime,  however,  they  lost  the  sen«e  of  their 
unworthy  treatment,  in  the  singing  of  their  nattontil  luin^ijl 
three  of  which  "  The  Army  and  Navy/'  "  The  King-,  God  hi 
him/'  and  **  God  save  the  King/*  were  sung  by  Mr,  Light, 
steward ;  and  it  is  reported,  that  the  chorusses  equalled  lo 
noise  and  loudness,  but  not  exactly  in  harmony,  those,  vvbich  are 
bellowed  from  the  mouths  of  our  professionals  on  the  stagt^ 
when  it  is  their  particular  desire  to  tickle  the  ears  of  royaUy« 

The  remaining  part  of  this  month  vraa  employed  in  haih 
observatories,  erecting  snow  walU,  fetching  snow  to  melt 
water ;  the  men,  in  their  turns,  attending  on  Commander  Ros^ 
at  the  observatory,  to  which  he  repaired  almost  every  roominfr 
and  not  returning  until  1  or  '1  o'clock;  in  fact,  it  was  a  v^iy 
rare  thing  to  find  him  unemployed;  and  indeed  the  mme  might 
be  said  of  Capt.  Ross,  but  it  was  generally  with  nothing  eba, 
but  his  own  thoughts. 

The  year  1830  closed  with  an  extraordinary  degree  of  col 
the  thermometer  being  45  below  zero,  or  77  below  the 
point 
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TV  following  %$  the  icale  of  the   Temperalure  of  the  exierior 
^mosphere,  for  the  month  of  December,  1830. 
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The  year  1881  net  in  with  an  intensity  of  cold  seldom  expe- 
iieoced,  the  thermometer  ranging'  from  44  to  56  below  zero,  and 
for  a  few  days  was  60 J  deg^rees,  making  92 J  below  the  freezing 
point  of  Fahrenheit.  This  may  be  considered  as  the  extreme  of 
cold  Dvperiencfd  during  the  whole  of  the  expedition^  and  against 
which  it  is  scarcely  possible  for  any  human  constitution  to 
fitand.  In  despite^  however,  of  this  severity  of  cold,  the  men 
frequently  went  on  a  shooting  expedition ;  and  on  one  day,  they 
killed  four  foxes,  one  of  which  was  a  black  one,  the  weight 
being  7tt>.  3oz. 

Towards  the  16th,  the  weather  became  more  mild,  the  ther- 
mometer standing  at  25  above  zero ;  and  on  the  19th,  the  eyes 
of  the  crew  were  again  gladdened  with  a  sight  of  the  sun, 
whose  upper  Hmb  just  peeped  above  the  horizon, and  then  sunk 
^^gain.     It  was^  however,  to   them   a  most  cheering  sights  and 


LASf  VOYAOK  OF  CAPT,  ROSS. 


W  they  hailed  it  with  almost  the  reverence  of  ihe  Perutiaii,  who  re- 
^^  gards  it  as  hit*  j^od,  the  dispenser  of  happiness  and  health* 
"  Notwithstanding  the  cold  wag  at  times  exceedingly  serere, 
Commander  Ross  omitted  not  a  single  day  in  visiting  ihe  obser- 
Tatory,  whilst  the  chief  employment  of  Capt.  Ross  was  alteodbg 
to  the  dipping  needle. 

The  month  of  February  came  ill  very  mild,  the  thermttmeter 
at  9  above  zero.  Tlie  shooting  parties  were  very  succe^sfiil  in 
killing  grouse  and  fuxes  ;  of  the  former  of  which,  they  saw,  at 
one  lime,  fifteen  in  one  covey » i^^hich  was  the  largest  ever  seen  to 
that  part  of  the  country.  On  the  9th,  a  fox  was  caught  in  the 
glutton  trap,  with  its  tongue  literally  frozen  to  the  gristing. 
Not  a  day  elapsed,  without  the  men  bringing  in  several  foiset; 
the  Sikins  of  which,  however,  were  claimed  by  Capt.  Ro«s,aI 
though  the  men  stood  much  in  need  of  them,  as  a  protection 
against  the  cold.  On  the  17 th,  one  of  the  young  foxes  go* 
adrift,  who  had  been  the  inhabitant  of  the  lower  deck,  duriag 
the  whole  of  the  winter*  and  who  was  one  of  the  allies,  in  their 
attack  on  the  provender  of  old  torn ;  and  although^  in  one  10* 
stance^  he  might  have  evinced  the  cunning  and  sagacity  of  hit 
race,  yet,  in  a  subsequent  one,  he  shewed  himself  rather  a  foolf 
for,  having  obtained  his  liberty,  although  he  carried  away  pitk 
him  a  badge  of  his  former  slavery,  by  running  away  with  a 
piece  of  chain  round  his  neck,  yet  he  soon  forfeitcH  the  advaii* 
tage  he  had  obtained,  for,  on  the  day  subsequent  tf»  his  escap« 
he  was  again  caught  in  the  trap,  and  carried  back  tn  tftumph 
to  his  companions* 

On  the  'ISd,  Commander  Ross  and  Blankey  commeDced  tk 
dipping  needle;  and  so  arduous  and  enthusiastic  was  tint 
oflScer,  in  the  search  of  science,  that  he  never  retired  to  bed  fc* 

r  three  nights,  during  the  whole  of  which,  he  was  watching  tb' 
n**e(Ho,  with  an  intensity,  as  if  the  very  safety  of  tlio  ship  d»- 
pended  upon  it,  or  that  it  was  to  be  a  guide  to  them  '-^  ♦*' 
ultimate  object  ofthetr  labors. 

For  some  weeks*  a  great  coolness  had  sabiiisted  beiwfto 
Capt.  Ross  und  hi^  nephew;  neither  of  them  hardly  deigaiiS] 
to  speak  to  the  olhtr.    nur    scarcely    interchanging    with  «■<*' 
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fjtiier  iho  usual  termB  of  coramon  civility.    Comtnttuder  Roaa  visit- 
ed the  observatory,  perfectly  indifferent  to  any  of  the  proceed* 
ings,  that  were  going  on  or  hoard*  as  far  as  his  uncle  vras  con- 
cerned ^  and» having  returned  to  take  his  mealsj  be  would  follow 
his  scientific  pursuits,  without  holding  any  communication  with 
his  uncle,  or  appearing  as  if  he  were  in  the  least  dependent  upon 
him,  as  to  the  course  of  action^  which    it  was  his  pleasure  to 
pursue.     It  is  most  certain,  that  Comoiaiider   Ross  seldom  ap- 
proved of  the  measures^  which  were  adopted  by  Capt.  Ross,  in 
regard  to  the  management  of  the  ship;  and,  he  hesitated  not, 
openly  to  express  his  opiiHon,  iu  which  he  was  supported  by  the 
majority  of  the  crew,  that  the  awkward  and  dangerous  situatiun, 
in  which   the  Victory  then  lay,  was  solely  to  be  ascribed  to  the 
want  of  skill  and  judgment  on  the  part  ofCapt.  Ross,  and  parti- 
cularly to  a  lack  of  that  boldness  and  determination,  on  which 
success,  in  general,  so  materially  depends.     Capt.  Ross  was  nut 
a  character  to  attend  to  the  advice  of  others,  as  he  considered  it 
an  imputation  upon  his  own  professional  skill:  to  expostulate 
with  him  on  the  impropriety  or  danger  of  any  particular  step, 
on  which  he  had  determined,  was  a   most  certain   method   of 
■ipcarring  his   highest  displeasure;  and  the  more   manifest  the 
Hisposition  appeared  to  oppose  and  tliwart   him,   the  more  de* 
pUrmined  and  resolute  he  showed  himself  to  carry  his  projects 
into  execution.     It  has  become  proverUal,  that  a  smoky  house 
and  a  scolding  wife  are  amongst  the  greatest  miseries,  which  a 
Ismail  can  endure  ;  but  we  cannot  conceive  a  more  unpleasant  and 
Kksome   situation,  than  for  two  individuals  to  be   cooped   up 
Brith  each  other,  in  the  same  cabin,  under  the  circumstances,  in 
bfaich  the  Victory  was    placed,  and  from   which  there  was   no 
Bscape,  except  taking  a  walk  on  laiid,  with  the  thermometer  at 
HD  or  80  below  the  freezing  point;  or  in  a  cor- 

^kr,  and  attempting   a  few  chords  <«  |^ 

Bmoyance  and  vexation  of  the  earv  H 

Hbireral  weeks,  the  uncle  and  the  nop  H 

Kilt  each  other   to  Coventry;  but,  i> 

Hfarch^  the  fire,  which  had  been  c  ■ 

Beir  breasts,  like  the  lava  in  llie  c  I 
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burst  forth  with  an  explosion^  which  terrified  the  other  iDnmli 
of  the  cabin ;  the  result,  however,  of  which  wa«»  thai  the  fire 
animosity,  hmwg  nothing  farther  to  feed  upon*  g^mdoallj  died 
away:  the  nnele  took  from  his  cellaret  a  magmuD  of  Booth 
best  cordial,  the  steward  was  called  in  to  place  the  gUnes 
the  table,  the  materials  for  punch  were  at  hand,  and  the  tijicli 
and  the  nephew  shortly  afterwards  turned  in  to  their  reapecttv 
berths;  having  thoroughly  convinced  themselves, that  the  eahi 
of  a  ship  blocked  up  in  the  ice,  in  a  latitude  of  70  north,  is  ooe 
of  the  most  improper  places  in  the  world  for  two  peraoiia  to  Ufi 
in,  who  are  at  enmity  with  each  other. 

The  month  of  March  was  very  little  inferior  to  January, 
f espect  to  the  severity  of  the  cold,  the  thermometer  being 
days  as  low  as  50  below  zero  ;  and  it  was  a  general  remark» 
the  spring  of  1831 »  far  exceeded  that  of  1830  in  coldness,  and 
was  nearly  three  weeks  later;  the  difference  of  temperaluTB 
ranging  from  SO  to  45  degrees,  and  the  transition  aoroetioiea  m 
sudden,  that,  one  hour,  the  men  did  not  tind  it  too  cuU  ta 
walk  on  deck,  and  the  next,  exposed  to  a  frost  of  60  or  70  belov 
the  freezing  point* 

The  chief  employment  of  the  crew,  during  the  month  of 
March,  consisted  in  fetching  gravel  for  the  canal,  and  buildif)^ 
snow  houses  for  the  purpose  of  shading  the  thermometer. 

The  success  of  the  shooting  parties  was  so  great,  th^i  ih^ 
table  of  tfie  cabin  was  seldom  without  game,  particuUriy 
roasted  hare,  which  was  a  standing  dish  on  the  Sundays ;  in  &cl, 
the  signification  of  the  word  privation  was  not  known  in  thit 
quarter,  for  the  life  of  Capt.  Ross,  was,  comparatively  apeaktnf , 
one  of  ease  and  comfort. 

On  the  4th  of  April,  the  biscuit  was  examined,  and  was  fouad 
to  be  in  good  condition,  there  being  above  6  cwt*  remainiii^« 
For  the  better  preserving  of  it,  it  was  put  in  the  casks,  and 
stowed  away  in  the  driest  part  of  the  ship  ^ 

On  the  6th,  five  hands  were  ordered  to   hold  themsoI?«9  b 
readiness  for  a  travelling  party,  which  was  to  set  out  on  the  I9di 
Some  of  the  crew  were  employed  in  the  construction  of  a  tfaA«] 
m  which  it  wab  intended   that   the   travellinfr   party   ni*rv  ^ 
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sleep.  The  object  of  this  expedition  was  to  obtain  some  muf^k  uxen^ 
aod  to  explore  the  land  which  runs  to  Cook's  Basin*  This  bay, 
or  basin,  lay  to  the  iiorthward  of  the  ship,  with  a  long  point  of 
land  running  out  to  the  eastward,  which  made  the  point  bear 
north-east  from  the  ship.  From  the  entrance  to  the  head  of  the 
bay,  was  about  37  miles,  bat  there  were  a  number  of  very  fine 
rivera,  which  emptied  themselves  into  it ;  the  description  of  one 
of  which,  will  be  given  in  a  future  part  of  this  work.  Cooks 
Basin  lay  about  38  miles  due  north  from  the  ship,  and  it  was 
supposed  by  going  to  the  head  of  this  bay,  there  would  be  found 
a  narrow  neck  of  land,  or  perhaps  a  passage. 

On  the  I2th,  some  seal  skins  were  delivered  to  the  party,  for 
the  purpose  of  making  some  travelling  shoes;  and  on  the  Hthp 
some  of  the  Esquimaux  dresses,  which  had  been  purchased  of 
the  natives^  the  preceding  winter,  and  8towed  away  in  the  flour 
tubs,  were  given  to  the  crew,  in  order  to  make  of  them  a  deer 
»kin  covering  for  the  party,  whilst  steeping  in  the  snow  house; 
far,  at  this  time  of  the  year,  during  the  travelling  expeditions,  it 
tvas  found  necessary  to  build  a  snow  house  at  every  stage  or 
fasting  place* 

The  Hih  of  April  was  Commander  Rosss  birih*day,  being 
then  31  years  old;  ii  was  celebrated  in  the  cabin,  and  the  crew 
had  each  of  them  an  extra  allowance  of  grog. 

On  the  I8th,  the  provisions  for  the  travelling  parly,  were  all 
weighed  and  stowed  away  in  the  mat  sacks ;  and  on  the  fol- 
lowing day,  nine  hands  were  sent  forward  about  two  miles,  with 
the  sledge.  On  the  20th,  all  hands  were  up  as  early  ashalf  pait 
two  in  the  morning  ;  and  having  partaken  of  a  hearty  breakfast^ 
at  half  past  three  they  set  out  on  their  excursion. 

The  carpenter  was  now  set  to  work  to  make  a  large  sledge, 
aa  the  one  generally  id  use,  was  found  not  to  be  sufficiently 
large  for  the  conveyance  of  the  articles,  particularly  the  salmon^ 
and  the  musk  oxen,  which  they  killed  on  their  different  expedi- 
tions. The  engineer  was  also  employed  in  making  a  travelling 
kettle,  as  Capt.  Ross  had  expressed  his  intention  of  taking  a 
small  excursion  in  a  direction,  contrary  i^  ihM.  which  Comman* 
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clcr  Ross  had  taken,  although  it  was  well  kaown^  that  !ii«  eIcu^ 
tiinnft  were  never  of  very  long  duration* 

On  the  tux,  part  of  the  snow  waa  taken  off  the  upper  deck, 
although  it  was  by  no  means  considered  lo  be  a  prudent  act  oa 
the  part  of  Capt.  Rogg,  as  the  removal  of  it  tended,  in  m  gmi 
degree,  to  inereaRe  the  cold  of  the  lower  dock. 

Three  Esquimaux  came  to  the  ship  this  day,  who  had  bm 
deapatctied  hy  Commander  Rosn,  with  instructions  to  Capt.  Raii 
to  send  gome  men  with  them,  to  their  huts,  for  the  purpose  fH 
bringing  away  some  salmon,  that  had  been  buried  since  the  pit* 
ceding  August*  The  Esquimaux  remained  on  board  aU  otghl; 
and  early  In  the  following  morning,  Capt.  Ross,  Mr.  Iklc'Din- 
mul,  and  three  men,  accompanied  by  the  Esquimaujc,  get  tit 
with  the  dog!»  and  sledges,  to  fetch  the  fish,  and  fetumed  *l 
SoVlock,  bringing  with  them,  *25*2rbs  of  fish  iu  very  good  t*)^ 
dition.  One  of  the  Esquimaux  came  back  with  the  party,  sfli 
remained  on  board  all  night. 

The  consequences  of  taking  off  the  snow  from  the  upper  deck, 
now  began  to  show  themselves — the  lower  deck  was  as  cold  ti 
in  the  dead  of  winter;  and  the  temperature  of  the  ioBtriiiiMit 
room,  where  the  chronometers  were  kept,  was  as  low  im  '16,  ik 
regular  heat  of  which,  during  the  two  form'jr  winters.  wa<  ncitf 
so  low  as  00  or  40. 

On  the  25th,  two  Esquimaux  came  to  the  ship,  bringing  witk 
them  the  carcass  of  a  walrus,  for  which  Capt.  Roes  gate  tbeai 
6[e,  One  of  them  brought  with  him  a  piece  of  iron^MoiiL 
"which  hits  son  had  promised,  on  the  preceding  day,  and  n  pair  i' 
leal-skin  boots,  which,  although  of  the  rudest  workmanship^  m^n 
found  of  the  greatest  service  in  resisting  the  effects  of  the  sem>** 
in  the  travelling  expeditions. 

The  allowance  of  the  men  had  been  hitherto,  half  a  poQiii^ 
preserved  meat  daily»  which  was  now  changed  lo  a  pouiidai^ 
a  half  of  fish  ;  a  cliange  hy  no  means  agreeable  t<*  the  men,  wfc* 
had  not  yet  forgotten  the  eflects,  which  tlio  fish  had  bad  uf^ 
them,  during"  the  preceding  winter,  (ind  who,  voiimdi*riag^  \^ 
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fimirishinent  or  strength,  from  so  flaccid  and  watery  an  aliment 
&a  fish. 

On  the  '26th,  as  the  steward  was  returning  from  a  shooting 
excursion^  he  espied  at  a  distance  a  fox,  which  for  a  time  stood 
and  looked  at  him, and  ihen  darted  off,  dragg-ing"  something  after 
htm.  and  on  arriving  at  the  ship,  he  discovered  that  the  fox,  which  - 
he  had  seen,  was  no  other  animal,  than  the  identical  fox,  which' 
had  previously  made  his  escape,  and  caught  again  on  the  foUow- 
iagday,  in  the  trap;  his  cunning,  however,  taught  him  in  future 
to  avoid  a  trap,  and  no  further  tidings  were  heard  of  him,  during 
the  8tay  of  ihe  Victory, 

The  sledge,  the  travelling  stove,  and  the  tent,  were  now  com- 
yleted^  and  the  provisions  were  got  ready  to  take  out  for  Com- 
Inander  Ross,  according  to  the  agreement  made  with  him^ 
previously  to  his  departure ;  but  on  the  following  day,  being 
Sunday,  the  1st  May,  divine  service  was  scarcely  over,  and  the 
men  on  deck,  than  Commander  Ross  was  seen  coming  over  the 
ice  by  himself;  having  left  his  party  on  that  morning,  at  3 
o'clock,  about  twenty  miles  from  the  ship.  The  reason  of  his 
return  without  his  parly,  was,  on  account  of  one  of  his  men 
having  his  foot  severely  bitten  by  the  frost ;  and  he  left  orders 
to  his  party,  to  start  on  their  return  to  the  ship,  at  8  o'clock,  in 
order  that  Taylor,  whose  leg  was  hurt,  might  be  got  on  board 
ihe  Rame  night.  At  half  past  eleven,  nine  hands  were  ^ant  for- 
wards, towards  the  travelling  party,  for  the  purpose  of  assisting 
them,  as  perhaps  the  very  life  cf  Taylor  depended  upon  gettin^J 
him  under  the  surgeon*s  care,  with  all  possible  expedition.        A 

At  half  past  three »  three  Esquimaux  arrived,  bringing  with 
them  a  seal  and  five  salmon,  the  weight  of  which  Was  thirty 
pounds,  being  the  largest  fish,  which  had  as  yet  been  seen  in 
that  part  of  the  country.  They  left  the  ship  at  lialf  past  eight, 
giving  their  solemn  promise,  that  ihey  would  return  in  three 
days,  bringing  more  fish  with  them.  As  they  left  the  ship,  thoy 
sang  out,  Menek  luma,  menek  luma, — that  is,  "for  the  next  seal, 
knife  to  be  well  cleaned  and   sharpened/* 

At  half  past  tdeven  at  night,  the  whole  of  the  party  returned, 
and  Taylor  was   immediately  taken  ta  the  surgeon      His  foot 
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was  frozen  all  along  the  sole;  part  of  iho  heel  and  one  half  cC 
his  foot,  from  the  toe  upwards,  was  severely  bitlea^  His  «M« 
foot  was  like  a  Uadder  of  hog^s-Urd,  60  severely  was  it  blistered 
Part  of  the  bli^ers  were  transparent,  which  were  l&Dced  bf  thi 
surgeon,  and  after  undergoing  a  proper  dressin^»  be  was  pit 
to  bed. 

The  report  of  Commander  Ross  could  not  be  considered  ftr]r 
favourable  to  their  future   progress;  be  observed  the  sea  ofeilf 
other  side,  and  returned  to  the  sliip  over  the  ice^  by  the  roula 
which  she  came  up  to  her  present  moorings. 

The  Esquiniauic  had  been  to  Cook*s  Basin,  and  had  pnli^ 
down  the  monuments,  tlmt  had  been  erected  fnr  the  purpose  «( 
obtaining  the  spars,  that  were  in  the  middle*     The   roasanlir 
the  Esquimaux  going  so  far  to  the  north,  is,  that  there  is  a 
fine  salmon  river,  about   sixty  miles  from  llie  ship,  id  m 
called   by  the  natives  Awatooioak  Bay,  and  this  may  be 
sidered  as  the  boundary  of  their  peregrinations  to  the  uortb 

Tlie  account,  which  Taylor  gave  of  his  foot  having 
frost-bitten,  was,  that  one  morning  wl»en  they  began  itieir 
ney,  the  thermometer  was  at  16  degrees  below  zero;  and  at  tin 
time,  he  had  on,  over  his  under-travelling  shoes^  a  pair  of  sesU 
skin  boots,  in  a  wet  and  damp  state ;  but  that  he  never  percetf  ed. 
that  his  foot  was  frost-bitten,  until  some  time  after  tliey  hid 
been  walking.  Two  of  the  men,  Richard  Wall  and  TbocnAi 
Blanky,  were  taken  ill  with  a  complaint  in  their  boweU,  wbkib 
rendered  it  an  act  of  necessity  on  the  part  of  CoQimaiidef  RiMh 
to  hasten  his  return,  in  order  that  the  men  might  tiiive  tb* 
benefit  of  medical  aid. 

On  the  drd,  three  Esquimaux  came  to  the  ship^  and  bfouglil 
sooje  salmon,  weighing  61|R)S,     The  gluttony  of  Uiese  paofik 
has  been  already  mentioned,  but  two  of  these  people  aiirpafis«Jl 
in  their  appetite,  ever>  thing  which  had  been  hitherto  wiliiii«Ml,^ 
indeed,  it  appeared  to  be,  in  every  sense  of  the  wofd,  inaatimM*-^ 
and  as  they  were  going  to  remain  oo  board  all  night,  it  ii^| 
determined  to  try^  on  the  following  morning,  the  utmoat  cjitttft^ 
of  their  appetite,  in  order  to  discover,  if  there  actually  eiiMd 
any  bounds  to  it.     Six  salmon  were  prepared  for  iheir  br 
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Bighing,  in  the  whole,  I5^tb8.  which  wasi,  on  an  average,  five 
^unds  to  a  man.  One  of  them  contrived  to  consume  three  pounds, 
aving  twelve  pounds  and  a  half  to  be  devoured  by  his  cora- 
inions,  whose  appetite  appeared  to  increase  in  the  ratio  of  the 
loreaseof  the  food^  that  was  before  them.  On  a  sudden,  both 
Uhem  were  seized  with  an  excessive  vomiting,  which  appeared 
be  to  them  such  a  common  occurrence,  that  with  the  greatest 

Iness,  they  allowed  the  malady  to  subside,  and  then,  if 
rmitted,  would   have  returned  to  dispose  of  the  remainder  of 

fish  ;  but,  in  this,  they  wore  prevented  by  one  of  the  officers, 
lO  had  quite  satisfied  himself  with  this  specimen  of  Esquimaux 
luttony.     These  human  cormorants  took  their  departure  soon 

r  breakfast;  but  in  a  short  time,  they  were  succeeded  by  an- 

ei  party  of  their  tribe,  consisting  of  two  men,  one  woman« 
two  children,  one  of  whom  was  quite  an  infant,  in  fact,  it 

Id  not  have  been  born  more  than  six  days.  The  l<>iquimaux 
ve  the  name  to  their  children  from  the  3rd  to  the  10th  day 
IjLer  their  birth  ;  and  yet,  in  the  naming  of  their  children,  they 

not  act  with  that  consummate  folly  and  impiety,  which  dis- 
guish  a   people,   who  call  themselves  the  most   civilized  of 

world,  amongst  whom  the  ceremony  exists,  on  the  christ- 
itngofa  chi1d«  of  insisting  that  a  particular  person  shall  take 
on  himself  all  the  sins  and  transgressions  of  the  child,  until 

be  an  adult;  and  that  he  shall,  at  the  same  time,  lay  himself 
der  the  obligation  of  performing  certain  duties  towards  the 
ild,  which  he  never  intends  to  perform ;  although  he  swears, 

the  presence  of  his  God,  that  he  will  most  religiously  and 
ithfully  perform  them,  to  the  best  of  his  power  and  ability 
lis  impious  farce  is  not  acted,  in  the  naming  of  an  Esquimaux 
iild,  yet  it  is  a  day  of  rejoicing  amongst  them ;  but  their  re- 
icings,  at  the  best,  are,  like  their  climate,  cold  and  senseless : 
smile  on  the  countenance  of  an  Esquimaux,  is  like  the  beam 
hie  sun  in  th«  autumn  of  the  year,  spiritless  and  cheerless,  the 
0gh  of  joy  is  seldom  heard  in  his  hut  of  snow  ;  and  although 
e  song  and  the  dance  at  times  enliven  his  dreary  hours,  yet  his 
|rtb  is  seldom  the  spontaneous  effusion  of  the  heart,  but  breaks 
like  a  faint  ray  of  the  moon  through  a  cloud  of  mist. 
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The  nfinie^  of  the  Esquimaux  have  alwaya  a  distinct  signj 
cation,  id  allusion  to  some  particular  personal  qualificatioB. 
to  some  moral  or  physical  property  beloDgfin^  to  the 
wiien  once  g-iven  it  is  never  changed,  for  no  great  risk 
run,  of  some  miserable,  half-starved  miser  dying",  with  bis 
full,  and  his  rent-roll  as  long  as  the  pedigree  of  a  We 
leaving,  a^  the  last  act  of  hi^  folly,  that  the  person*  to  m 
has  bequeathed  his  property,  shall  not  inherit  it,  unless  he  cl 
his  name«  which,  however,  after  all,  cannot  be  done  witho«]l  thi 
consent  of  the  King,  which  by  the  bye  is  never  asked,  a»d 
which  he  knows  just  as  much  as  he  does  of  pauperism,  by  < 
perience;  in  all  of  which,  a  striking  proof  is  extant^  that  I 
head  of  a  nation  can  do  many  things  for  the  benefit  of  hta  p9M_ 
which,  if  the  sycophantish  tribe,  who  are  around  hioit  wiffil 
tel!  him,  that  he  had  done,  he  would  raise  bis  eyea  with  woftdei 
to  heaven,  overcome  with  surprise,  that,  like  the  mole,  be  bil 
done  so  much  business  in  the  dark. 

The  Esquimaux  were  not  many  days  acquainted  with  thf 
officers  and  the  crew  of  the  Victory,  before  a  name  was  gif^  la 
every  individual,  according  to  the  properties,  which  they  tboo^lit] 
they  perceived  in  him,  and  to  Commander  James,  the  naiMfl 
Atigluga  was  given,  on  account  of  his  activity  and  fortHMI 
It  being  determined  by  the  father  and  the  mother  of  the  ijifio(«l 
w  ho  came  on  board  on  the  8th,  that  be  should  be  named  atol 
Commander  Ross,  he  was  brought  to  him  for  the  pcirpoit  dm 
giving  him  the  name ;  and  on  that  officer  pronouncing  the  Wjjjm 
Auglugat  the  child  became  invested  immediately  with  if,  |^H 
Commander  Ross  could  not  refrain  from  smiling,  when  helomFi 
upon  the  coarse  and  ilUfavored  features  of  his  godson ;  but  ii^^U 
did  not  at  the  same  time  undertake  to  teach  him  the  i^ti^^| 
tongue,  nor  to  bring  him  to  the  altar  for  the  purpose  of  tiH^^I 
niat'ton,  the  ceremony  passed  off  very  agreeably  and  uaoi^H 
tatiously^  the  party  being  afterwards  regaled  with  a  sumpt^^l 
feast  of  salmon,  not  dressed  exactly  a  la  iUai/re  r/7MU^H 
swimming  in  an  exquisite  sauce  of  whale  oil  and  grease*     m 

The  principal  part  of  the  duty  of  the  crew,  during  the  r0 
der  of  this  moivV\\,N««k%  V^V\i\^  ^^^^  the  snow  banking,  ani       ^ 
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tiii^  holes  in  the  lake,  for  the  purpose  of  measuring  the  ice, 
which  waR  found  to  be  5  feet  8  inches  thick.  The  engineer  was 
employed  in  making  lamps  instead  of  stoves  for  the  travelling 
party,  virho  were  to  bring  back  with  them  some  tallow  obtained 
from  the  musk  oxen,  by  which  they  would  be  enabled  to  husband 
their  stock  of  oil,  which  had  experienced  a  considerable  diminu* 
tion  during  the  preceding  winter.  The  transportation  of  the 
tallow,  from  its  additional  weight  upon  the  sledge,  was,  however, 
the  cause  of  some  serious  complaints  by  the  men,  whose  streng:th 
was  not  in  that  state  to  enable  them  to  drag  a  heavy  load,  espccl* 
lly  over  a  surface  so  rugged  and  uneven  as  the  ice  generally 

htbited  itself. 

A  great  Inconvenience  having  been  experienced  by  the  travel- 
ling parties,  for  the  want  of  some  vessel  or  vehicle  to  transpt»rt 
them  across  the  lakes,  the  carpenter  was  ordered,  to  construct 
s  frame  in  the  shape  of  a  flat-bottomed  punt,  which  was  then  to 
be  covered  with  stout  canvass  and  painted.  The^e  boats  were 
in  their  construction  so  light,  that  they  could  be  carried  on 
the  top  of  a  sledge,  whilst  at  the  same  time,  their  buoyancy 
was  so  complete,  and  their  covering  so  impervious  to  water,  that 
they  served  admirably  for  the  navigation  of  the  lakes,  and  parti* 
eularly  for  those,  who  were  employed  in  the  fisheries,  for  when 
tio  longer  wanted  on  the  lakes,  they  served  as  a  receptacle^  in 
which  to  stow  away  the  fish,  and  to  transport  them  on  the 
sledf^e  to  the  ship,  independently  of  the  relief  whicli  it  gave 
to  the  men. 

The  whole  of  the  ISth  and  14th,  was  employed  in  getting  the 
provisions  ready  for  another  expedition:  a  considerable  quantity 
of  pork  was  boiled  on  the  occasion,  to  be  taken  by  the  party  in- 
stead of  preserved  meats ;  all  the  bones  were  tal<on  out  of  the  pork, 
to  order  to  render  it  lighter  in  the  carriage,  and  it  was  fount), 
that  the  meat  did  not  free/^e  so  hard  if  divested  of  the  bone,  as 
wnen  Allowed  to  remain  in  it. 

The  friendly  intercourse,  which  had  subsifit 
Cietween  CapU  Ross  and  his  nephew,  now 
interruption;  for,  on   the  Hth.   some 

tweeu  theu:  and  so  great  was 
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was  eapposed  to  have  received,  that,  on  the  following  day,  lii 
refused  to  attend  divine  service,  and  set   out  upon  a  walkin 
excursion  into  the  country.     On  returning  on  board,  he  brougli 
with  him  some  living  insects,  that  he  had  obtained  out  of 
fresh  water  ice^  in  a  torpid   or  frozen  state :  by  holding   tbei 
in  his  hand^  and  exposing   them  for  a  time  to   the  heat  of  li 
sun,  they  all  came  to  life,  but  their   existence  was  ephemer«ii| 
as  they  died  before  the  close  of  the  day. 
On  the  16th,  every  thing  was  in  readiness  for  the  departure  vt 
*  the   two    parties :  Capt.  Ross  taking  with    him    five    men,  anit 
provisions  for  21  days,  and  Commander  James,  also  five  mea^, 
They  were   to  travel  in  company  for  some  distance;  and,  m 
Capt.  Ross  leaving  the  commander^  the  latter  was  to  be  supplied 
with  provisions,  in  addition   to  his  own,  so    as  to    make  up  a 
sufficiency  for  21  days;  and  it  was  further  agreed,  that  CapWi 
Ross^  on  his  return,  should  leave    five  days  provisions   for  Ids 
nephew,  at  Ntckilti,  and  another  supply  between  that  place  and 
the  ship. 

The  party  of  Commander  Ross  were  to  travei  to  the  head  e4 
the  north  bay,  and  thence   to   the  south-west  to  Nickillii  M^m 
the  reason  for  directing  his  route  in  that  quarter,  was,  that^H 
Esquimaux  were  in  some  part  of  the  bay ;  they  having  told  bfli 
that  they  would  direct  him  a  nearer  way  to  Nichilli,  than  that 
by  which  he  travelled,  on  the  1st  of  J  me  of  the  preceding  y eat. 
The  Esquimaux  were  eleven  days  in  travelling  from  the  ship  l^ 
Nickilli;  but  Commander  Ross  and  his  party  would   have  trip 
veiled  faster,  had  they  not  been  obliged  sometimes  to  wail  for 
the  Esquimaux,  who  were^  in  general,  such  lazy  fellows,  that  it 
was  impossible  to  rouse  them  from  their  seniks;  for,  although 
they  were  well  shaken*  and  punched  and  pinched,  and  kickedi 
their  only  answer  was,  a  deep  surly  grunt,  somewhat   simibr 
to  that  of  rousing  a  pig  in  its  stye.    At  another  time  they  wodi 
spend  several  hours  in  repairing  their  sledges,  when  in  reatitf 
they  did  not  stand  in  need  of  repair;  but  it  was  a  subterfuge  oo 
the  part  of   the  Esq\ivmaux>  to  give  them  an  opportunity  of  if- 
dulging  in  their  inda\<auXW\iV\a, 
In  this  expcdiUon,  avi  ¥i(^cv^\Taa»Mx.»  cR.  \X\%  rnvw^  v.\  ^^ml\^. 


LAST  YOYAQB  OF  C4FT.  ROSS. 


509 


exhibited  an  instance  of  great  tn^eQuity,  in  coiiRiructing'  a 
sledge  out  of  a  solid  piece  of  ice,  which  travelled  uncommonly 
well,  and,  in  some  respects,  was  greatly  to  be  preferred  lo  the  ( 
sledges  in  common  use.  It  was  made  in  the  shape  of  a  large 
wooden  bowl ;  and  although  it  was  not  a  ?ery  comfortable  eon* 
veyance  for  the  person,  yet  it  answered  excellently  for  the 
conveyance  of  the  provisions  and  other  parts  of  the  materiel  con- 
nected with  the  expedition.  It  must,  however,  be  observed^  thst 
in  these  expeditions,  they  never  travelled  with  sledges  over  land^ 
if  they  could  possibly  avoid  it* 

It  was  soon  after  this  expedition  was  planned,  that  the  good 

understanding  which  hadfor  a  short  lime  subsisted  between  CapU 

to«»  and  hts  nephew,  was  again  inierrupted ;  and  it  was  a  cir- 

Dumstauce,  which  ihrealened  to  defeat  not  only  the  immediate 

l^bjects,  which  they  had  in  view,  but  in  reality  to  endanger  tlie 

lotual  success  of  the  expedition.     It  was  well  known  to  all  tbe 

Brew,  that  Commander  Ross  was  the  very  life  and  soul  of  all  the 

chemes  and  plans,   that  were  brought  forward,  by  which  any 

[►rogress  could  be  made  towards  the  final  accomplishment  of  the 

luid^  which  they  had  in  view;  whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  Capt. ' 

to89  was  himself  a  passive  subject ;  he  was  the  oldest  man  on 

t»oard,  and  very  ill   calculated,  on  account  of  his  age,  and  his 

Dorporeal  infirmity,  arising  partly  from  the  wounds,  which  he  had 

kecetved  in  different  actions  in  which  he  had  been  engaged,  and 

partly  from  an  absence  of  that  energy  of  character,  which  declines  i 

Iwith  the  growth  of  years,  to  take  upon  himself  the  performance 

lof  those  active  duties,  which  became  indispensable  on  account 

[of  the  peculiar  situation,  in  which  the  Victory  was  placed. 

It  has  been  seen,  by  the  admission  of  Commander  Ro«s,  that 
lim  did  not  consider  himself  as  acting  under,  or  being  subject  to 
jlhe  immediate  orders  of  Capt.  Ross,  and»  therefore,  as  he  was^  < 
some  certain  pointu  of  view,  an  independent  officer,  acting 
^ponbisown  judgment^  although  with  no  responsibility  attached 
'  him,  it  became  doubly  unfortunate  that  the  two  officers  did 
^ot  act  in  concord  with  each  other,  hut  were  conUuvwAV^  oXn^xv^ 
Iticei  during  whicA  time,  neither  of  them  knew  not  ifeetsi^  y 
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care  about  the  actioDfi  of  the  other ;  when,  by  consulling^  and  b; 
lug  before  each  other  iheir  respective  plans,  a  path  mif  bl  ln^ 
been  chalked  out.  by  which,  not  only  many  of  the  dtsMlnii 
which  had  occurred,  might  be  remedied,  and  proriaioii  wnk 
against  their  recurrence,  but  the  very  means  ndlght  ha?«  htm 
adopted, by  which  the  success  of  the  expedition  could  ha?e  bea 
confirmed.  These  continual  quarrels  between  the  two  ofiofi^ 
were  also  a  great  drawback  upon  the  general  harmony  of  tW 
crew,  and  in  some  respects  subversive  of  the  diaei pi ineaf  tie 
ship.  It  was  impossible  not  for  the  men  to  entertain  an  opifiifli 
as  to  the  particular  party,  who  was  in  the  wrong ;  and  as  Ceo* 
mander  Ross  was  decidedly  the  greatest  favorite  of  the  tv» 
disputants,  it  excited  a  degree  of  ill  blood  in  the  breasts  of  tk 
crew  towards  their  commanding  officer,  which  was  by  no  matni 
favorable  to  the  order,  discipline,  and  harmony  of  the  ship;  ii 
&ct,  in  some  respects^  it  was  a  house  divided  against  itself:  ihb 
parly  espousing  the  cause  of  Capt.  Ross,  and  another,  Ihst  ^ 
Commander  Ross;  and  tbus>  the  quarrels  of  the  two  officers  £d 
not  terminate  amongst  themselves,  but  their  effects  ware  nitbk 
on  the  whole  of  the  crew ;  and  the  battles  of  the  officers  vtn 
fought  over  again  in  the  difTerent  messes  of  the  ship,  uotiL  U 
some  time,  quarrelling  and  wrangling  were  the  order  of  ih 
day. 

On  the  afternoon  previously  to  the  departure  of  the  exped> 
tion,  the  two  officers  evidently  saw,  that  they  must  either  lelia* 
quish  travelling  together,  or  a  reconciliation  must  beeflkifd 
between  them.  Like  the  majority  of  quarrels^  it  required  eaij 
an  advance  and  a  friendly  word  on  one  side,  to  meet  wilk  t 
corresponding  feeling  on  the  other  ;  but  the  vile  passion  of  prtA 
generally  interferes  on  those  occasions,  and  checks  the  eifinMi 
of  those  amiable  feelings,  which  may  be  inherent  in  the  cfe 
racter,  but  which,  like  the  corn  of  the  field,  are  choaked  up,  tsJ 
prevented  from  coming  to  maturity,  by  the  baneful  infloeaesif 
the  tares. 

The  two  expeditions  were  accompanied  by  seven  men,  as  m/^ 
iliaries,  who  were  to  assist  the  fatigue  party,  to  a  certain  distanP^ 
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then  return  to  the  ship.  They  accompanied  them  on  Iherr 
route  for  eight  miles,  and  arrived  at  the  ship  at  a  quarter  past 
three  on  the  morning  of  the  17th. 

During  the  absence  of  the  officers,  the  carpenter  was  ordered 
to  make  another  fishing  punt,  similar  to  the  one  already  described, 
and  which  Capt,  Ross  had  taken  with  him,  as,  from  the  lightne^ 
of  its  construction,  it  was  found  to  answer  extremely  well,  on  every 
occasion  in  which  it  had  been  employed. 

On  the  21st^  Mr,  Thorn  and  Mr*  McDiarmid,  with  five  bands^ 
If  ent  to  the  old  harbour,  to  bring  away  some  iron  work,  that  had 
been  left  there  in  the  preceding  year,  although  their  expecta- 
tions were  not  very  great  of  finding  any  stores  remaining,  which 
could  have  been  by  any  means  carried  off  by  the  Esquimaux, 
In  this,  however,  they  were  agreeably  surprised,  for  they  found 
all  the  articles  in  the  same  manner  they  bad  left  them,  although 
they  were  all  covered  with  snow.  They  brought  away  with  them 
an  old  iron  stove,  that  was  in  the  Victory  when  she  belonged  to 
Liverpool,  but  it  was  in  many  respects  only  adding  to  the  quan- 
tity of  lumber,  which  was  already  on  board  the  ship* 
^^  On  Sunday  the  22nd,  no  service  was  performed,  on  account  of 
^Hie  absence  of  the  officers,  instead  of  which,  the  carpenter  em- 
^moyed  himself  in  making  fishing  rods,  and  the  engineer^  in  affix- 
ing ferrules  to  them.  The  following  day  being  the  23d,  the 
anniversary  of  the  ship  leaving  Woolwich,  a  glass  of  grog  was 
given  to  each  of  the  men,  and  a  cessation  from  all  duty  allowed 
after  three  o'clock.  The  remainder  of  the  month  was  occupied 
in  some  unimportant  matters,  such  as  in  making  a  capstern,  re* 

Iiiring  the  wall  that  shaded  the  thermometer,  and  cleaning  the 
alms  gun.    The  wind  blew  chief! v  from  N*  E.  to  N.  W»,  but 
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As  Uic  lest  of  compftfison  benvecn  the  temperature  of  the 
ieasons  of  1830  and  1831,  the  following  is  the  scale  of  the 
external  atmosphere  for  the  mooth  of  Mar. 
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The  first  of  June  was  the  day  appointed  for  the  aropoUt  oo 
of  Taylor's  foot,  as  Mr  Mc  Diarmid  evidently  saw,  that  il  nef*r 
could  be  of  any  further  use  to  him.  The  diseased  part  wis 
poulticed  every  day,  since  he  v^as  brought  on  board,  oiade  soow* 
times  with  soft  breads  and  at  another  time  with  oatoieal.  It 
was,  however,  the  particular  wish  of  Taylor,  that  Capl.  Retf 
should  be  on  board  at  the  time  when  the  operation  took  plact, 
and  therefore  it  was  postponed  until  his  return*  Il  beoaiBMt 
however,  a  question  with  Mr.  Mc'Diarmid,  whether  the  pai^ 
ponement  of  the  operation  might  not  endanger  the  life  of 
patient^  and  therefore  he  determined  not  to  wait  the  retarn 
Capt.  Ross;  on  the  inspection  of  the  foot,  however,  tt 
found  to  be  too  much  swelled,  to  allow  of  the  operation 
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performed,  and  therefore  the  postponement  became  a  matter  d! 
necessity* 

The  return  of  Capt.  Ross  was  not  looked  for,  for  some  days, 
but,  to  the  great  surprise  of  the  crew,  he  suddenly  mau^^  his 
appearance  amongst  them,  leaving  his  party  nearly  a  day  a 
journey  behind  him.  From  the  well  known  repug^nance  of 
Capt*  Ross,  to  expose  himself,  without  the  most  urgent  necessity, 
to  any  inclemency  of  the  weather,  his  arrival  could  not  have 
jeen  looked  for  on  this  day,  as  the  wind  was  excessively  high^ 
with  the  snow  drifting  so  heavily,  that  it  was  difficult  to  discern 
a  hundred  yards  in  advance.  His  motive  for  leaving  his  party, 
and  travelling  to  the  ship  by  himself  never  transpired  ;  nor, 
perhaps,  was  there  any  foundation  for  the  rumour,  which  was 
current  on  board,  as  to  the  cause  which  impelled  him  to  an  act» 
00  contrary  to  his  general  mode  of  action  ;  fur  as  to  any  benefit 
if  a  geographical  or  scientific  character,  resulting  from  his  ex- 
pedition, it  was  the  general  opinion,  that  he  might  just  as  well 
haTe  remained  comfortably  in  his  cabin. 

At  half  past  one  in  the  morning,  Capt«  Ross*  party  arrived  at 
the  ship,  completely  exhausted  with  fatigue,  and  uce  of  the  crew 
with  his  foot  frost-bitten,  which  happened  to  him  on  the  day 
of  his  starting  from  the  ship ;  but  it  was  not  judged  by  Capt, 
Ross,  to  be  a  case  of  such  urgency,  as  to  call  upon  him  to  send 
the  man  back  to  the  ship ;  but  it  was  generally  considered,  that, 
if  necessity  had  nothing  to  do  in  the  business,  humanity  had  a 
great  deal,  but  it  appeared  at  the  time,  that  it  was  not  convenient 
to  pay  any  attention  to  its  call*  The  whole  of  the  party  returned 
in  a  very  precarious  state  of  health,  which  was  attributed,  in  a 
gi^at  degree,  to  their  being  put  upon  an  allowance  of  fish,  to  the 
total  exclusion  of  meat;  at  the  same  time,  that  theii  weekly 
allowance  of  bread  was  not  sufficient  to  last  them  three  days. 

It  was  impossible  to  decide  on  what  principle  Capt.  Ross 
-could  suppose,  that  his  men  could  sustain  the  continual  fatigue 
and  labor,  to  which  they  were  exposed,  on  such  a  weak  and 
watery  aliment  as  fish,  which,  as  an  article  of  human  food,  is 
known  to  possess  proportionably  the  least  quantity  of  nutritive 
matter,  of  any  kind  of  sustenance  which  is  adapted  to  the  mi] 
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port  of  man.  Was  it  raiianal  to  suppose,  that  the  &treng-ili  or 
health  of  the  men,  on  their  traveUing  parties,  with  their  impOTe- 
Tished  fare,  could  be  in  the  same  coDdltion  as  that  of  the  officers^ 
who  had  been  previously  accustomed  to  the  best  of  fare,  aoJ 
total  strangers  to  the  privations  of  any  kind  of  food^  whi 
particularly  suited  their  taste  or  appetite.  The  men,  who 
sailed  with  Capt.  Parry,  were  continually  drawing  their 
parison  between  the  fare,  which  Was  allotted  to  them  cm  board 
the  Hecla  and  Fury,  ai^  that,  which  was  distributed  to  them  oa 
hoard  the  Victory :  in  the  former,  every  thing  was  ^iveo  ool 
with  a  free  and  liberal  hand  ,  in  the  latter,  parsimony  appeared 
to  be  the  ruling  principle,  without  any  regard  to  iho  conse- 
quences, which  such  niggardly  conduct  might  have  upon 
health  of  the  crew.  Capt.  Ross  seemed  to  forget,  thai 
health  and  physical  powers  of  a  man  depend  as  much  upon 
kind  of  sustenance,  which  he  takes,  as  any  other  atiinuil  ot 
creation;  although,  if  he  had  personally  tried  the  experimeott  of 
restricting  himself  to  the  diet,  to  which  he  confined  bis  men,  it 
scarcely  admits  of  a  doubt,  that  the  next  monument,  which  WM 
raised  in  the  country  of  the  Esquimaux,  would  have  been  ov«r 
his  own  remains. 

During  the  excursion  of  Capt.  Ross,  he  obtained  cun 
proof,  that  there  was  very  little  reliance  to  be  placed  on 
word  of  the  Ksquimaux.  They  had  promised  to  take  bioi  by  a 
nearer  route  to  Nichilli,  and  accordingly  he  had  made  an  ap* 
pointmcnt  with  Commander  Rnss»  to  meet  him  at  that  place  cm 
the  31st  of  May ;  but  the  Esquimaux,  who  comparatively  placfd 
little  value  upon  their  own  time,  considered  that  Capt.  Ro»m 
far  resembled  them,  as  to  place  no  value  upon  hia;  and  t>*eT«ib» 
it  was  a  matter  of  very  little  consequence,  whether  they  arrit«il 
at  Nickillif  a  day  sooner  or  a  day  later.  As  to  any  punctualitr 
in  the  keeping  of  an  appoint menti  it  was  a  thing,  they  oanld 
not  be  made  to  comprehend  the  meaning  of;  it  formed  no  pail 
of  their  conduct  observed  amongst  themselves ;  and,  tberefbfv» 
as  they  could  not  be  brought  to  believe,  that  Capt,  Roes,  iobts 
excursion,  had  any  other  aim  in  view  than  to  see  the  beattties 
the  female  ones)  of  their  country,  il  could  not  be  impoted  lo 
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%H  an  act  of  yiikindnesfi  or  ill  breeding,  if  they  conducted  him 
^o  the  appointed  fipot,  by  a  circuitous  routOp     Capt.  Ross  bad,  in 
his  own  fatherland,   often  heard   the    adage^    "  that  all    ways 
lead  to  Rome ;"  and,  judging  by  analogy,  he  was  positive,  that 
all  the  ways  in  the  Esquimaux  country  led  to   Ntckilli:  but  it 
was  certainly  an  act  of  gross  misconduct  on  the  part  of  the  Es^ 
quimaux,  not  to  designate  it  by  a  severer  name,  to  take  such 
a    circumbendibus  to  NickiUi,  that  the  body  of  Capt,  Ross  was 
exposed  to  all  the  rudeness  and  severity  of  their  climate,  for  nearly 
six  days  longer  than  there  was,  in  reality,  any  occasion  for,  as, 
instead   of  arriving  at  NiehiUi,   on  the  2l8t>  their    arrival  did 
not   take    place  until  the  27th;   and  this   delay  was  solely  to 
be  attributed  to  the  circumvolutionary  disposition  of  their  guides, 
Who,  instead  of  proceeding  in  a  straight  line  to  the  destined 
spot,  went  in  a    curvilinear  direction,  until,  at    one    time,  they 
were  at  a  greater  distance   from   JVi*cAt7Ii,  than  they  were  when 
they  set   out  from   the  ship.     To  speak  of  a  man  keeping  his 
temper  on  an  occasion  of  this  kind>  were  to  invest    him  with 
the    equanimity  of  Job  himself;  and   therefore  it  was,  perhaps, 
not  at  all   unlikely  that  the  sudden  and  unexpected  return    of 
Capt,  Ross  was,    in  a  certain  degree,  owin^'    to   some   offence, 
which  he  had  taken  for  the  conduct,  which  had  been  observed 
towards  him,   and  which  perhaps  determined  him,  as  early  as 
ssible,  to  close  his    acquaintance  with  a  set  of  people,  who, 
Ither  from  wantonness  or  ignorance,  had  been  the  instruments 
exposing    his  person   to   six  days   additional   bufleting  wiih 
ifts  of  snow,  showers  of  sleet,  the  merciless  pelting  of  hail,  and 
Ike  violence  of  the  northern  gales,  which  threatened  every  mo- 
sent  to  capsize  bis  sledge,  and  plunge  him  three  feet  deep  in 
the  snow* 

On  the  departure  of  Capt,  Ross  from  JVicAiKi,  he  left  Com- 
mander Ross  with  17  days  provisions,  and  a  farther  supply  was 
be  left  him  at  a  certain  place,  to  meet  him  on  his  return. 
At  7  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  2nd,  the  operation  was 
performed  on  Taylor's  foot,  and  in  half  an  hour  the  man  was  laid 
in  his  cot.  With  every  prospect  of  doing  welL 
On  the  3d,  the  whole?  of  the  party  w\io  had  ^ecomv^vue^  C^V^, 
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Ross,  were  SO  seriously  indisposed,  that  they  were  all  pot  inioi 
steam  batli,  whicb  was  one  of  Capi.  JakyKs  pateoU     TLq   ilbc 
of  these  men  ought  to  have  taught  Capt.  Ross  a  lesson,  that 
change  in  his  conduct  towards  thera»  in  regard  to  their  diet, 
warn  an  act  of  imperious  necessity,  but  there  are  some  characte 
upon  whom  all  experience  is  lost,  and  who,  having  formed  Iq 
themselves  a  particular  line  of  conduct,  persevere  in  it^  in  despil^ 
of  the  conviction^  which  daily  and  hourly  imposes  itself   upod 
them,  that  it  is  founded  on  prejudice  and  error. 

On  the  (ith,  the  party  that  were  to  carry  out  the  provisions  to  ^ 
Commander  Ross,  made  the  necessary  preparations  for  their  do-  i 
parture,  and  in  the  afternoon  a  fatigue  party  got  ready  to  tak«H 
the  sledge  a  few  miles,  for  the  purpose  of  alleviating  the  labor" 
to  those,  who  were  appointed  to  take  it  to  its  destination*  Alj 
7  o^clock  in  the  evening,  the  steward  and  a  few  men  set  off  witi 
the  sledge,  and  returned  at  4  o*cbck  in  the  morning,  leaving  tii6 
travelling  parly  to  proceed  wUh  all  e.xpedition,  to  the  ptac 
where  the  provisions  were  to  be  left  for  Commantltr  Rosg»  for^ 
whom  some  apprehensions  were  felt  that  he  might  be  greatly  to  j 
want  uf  thrni.  ■ 

Althoutf  h  Capt.  Ross  had  projected  another  excursion,  and  ha  " 
bad   expressed  his  determination  to  set  out  on  the  7th,  ret  tbf 
wind  blew  with  such   uncommon  violence^  and  the   weather  on 
the  whole  appeared  so  very  inauspicious,  that  he  postponed  bis 
departure  until  the  9lhj  when  lie  set  out  early  in  tlie  moroiog, 
accompanied  by  five  men  and  a  sledge.     Some  notion  may  be 
formed  of  the  opinion,  which  the  crew  entertained  of  these  excur^ 
sions  of  their  commander,  for  they  always  spoke  of  them  as  crui 
thereby  signifying,  that  he  did  not  know  where  he  was  going  to,' 
nor  how  long  he  should  be  out.     In  another  sense,  they  were  de*^ 
signaled  as  tramps,  for  the  men  were  obliged  to  fool  it  o?t*r  stiowfl 
and  ice,  like  a  wandering   gang   of  gypsies,   the  world  their 
home^the  heavens  their  canopy,  and  a  lump  of  snow  tlieir  pillon. 

On  the  10th,   a   parly  of  natives  came  to  the  ship  from  tU 
south-west,  who,   on  their  way,  hud  fallen  in  with  CapL 
and  his  (>arly,  hvo  days  before,  and  had  su|tplicd  them  with  ^Muntl 
iialmon  a:id  cod-fish,  wliich  ^  ere  the  first  that  had  btr^en  s^Jcn  iiill 
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Birt  of  t tie  country;  ihey  were  called  by  ihesailor^ Tummy  Cod  ; 

"but  they  were  in  reality  the  fish  known  by  the  name  of  the  Coal 
fish.  It  *s  a  fish  of  very  low  estimation  as  a  table  fish,  a  d  is 
seldom  seen  in  our  markets,  although  they  have  their  habitation 
as  near  to  our  shores  as  the  Dogger  Bank*  But  the  value  of 
things  depends,  in  a  great  measure,  upon  the  circumstances  in 
which  the  ihmg  itself  is  found:  a  bowl  of  water,  in  the  desert, 
Would  carry  in  value  i(s  weio^ht  in  gold ;  and  to  the  famished  tra- 
veller, the  food,  that  would  be  rejected  and  despised  in  the  hour 
of  plenty,  becomes  in  the  time  of  want,  an  estimable  dainty, 

Capt,  Ross  having  returned  by  himself,  on  his  arrival  at  the 
ship,  he  despatched  Mr.  Mc'Diarmid  and  five  men,  to  the  assistance 
of  his  party,  whom  he  had  left  about  ten  miles  to  the  southward* 
Either  from  ttie  vagueness  of  the  directions  given  to  Mr.  Mc'Diar- 
mid,  or  that  he  took  a  course  contrary  to  those  directions,  it  un* 
foriunately  happened,  that  he  missed  Capt.  Ross*  party,  wlio 
iirrived  at  the  ship  without  him,  worn  down  with  fatigue,  at 
2  o'clock  in  the  morning,  having  been  nearly  12  hours  in  travel- 
ling 10  miles.  Mr,  Mc  Diarmjd  and  his  party  returned  about  five 
hanf%  afterwards,  having  fallen  in  with  the  track  of  Capt.  Ross* 
party^  by  which  it  was  clear  to  them,  that  all  further  search  was 
unnecessary,  as  their  course  was  in  a  straight  direction  for  the 
bhip,  and,  therefore^  their  arrival  before  them,  was  a  matter 
af  rery  little  doubt. 

K  On  the  lUh«  three  Esquimaux  with  their  wives,  each  having 

^iiree  children,  came  to  the  ship*  and  brought  eighty  pounds  of 
salmon  and  cod-fish;  some  of  the  former  were  dried  and  some 
iiresb;  the  weight  of  the  latter  was  from  6  to  14  02.  Oft  tho 
following  day,  another  party  of  natives  arrived,  bringing  36R>s, 
c{  salmon;  and  djlbs.  wer*!  served  out  immediately  to  each  man, 
in  lieu  of  preserved  meats.  In  this  unpardonable  manner  did 
Capt.  Ross  persevere  in  forcing  upon  his  men  a  kind  of  food^ 
whieh,  as  a  general  one,  was  injurious  to  their  health,  and  to* 
tally  unfit  to  support  the  physical  strength,  which  they  were 
daily  and  hourly  called  upon  to  exercise. 

On  the  13th,  Commander  Ross  and  his  party  arrived,  after  tm 
ebs^Doe  of  29  days      He  had  penetrated   a   groat   deal  further 
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than  on  tbe  preceding'  year,  and  returned  by  the  Uthmtis, 
divides  the  sea,  that  is,  the  head  of  Prince  Regent's  ItJet, 
the  sea  where  Nichtlh  is  situated ;  the  distance  frona  sea  to 
is  about  fifteen  miles,  intersected  by  several  lakes*  Comiittdv 
Ross  was  informed  by  the  natives,  that  this  newly  discowml 
sea  abounded  with  whale,  seal  and  walrus;  but  the  report  of  lb 
natives  was  not  conBrmed  by  any  personal  experience,  oo  ibeprt 
of  Cominauiler  Ru^s,  for  although  a  seal  would  have  been  higtlv 
acceptable  as  food  for  the  dogs,  not  one  was  to  be  cttUffcL 
Commander  Ross  gave  the  name  of  Isabella  Cape  to  tbe  longcsl 
paint  of  land  in  this  sea;  and  to  an  island  he  gave  tbe  oaflBe  of 
AboruBlhy  Island, 

One  of  the  most  singular  effects  of  the  cold^  that  ejdiitiitf^ 
itself  on  this  expedition,  was  the  frost  smoke,  that  rose  froai  Uk 
sea  in  thin  volumes,  as  if  from  a  furnace.  This  w^as  mote  iajn 
rious  to  the  human  frame,  than  the  keenest  atmosphere ;  for  it 
was  no  sooner  wafted  by  the  wind  over  the  land,  than  it  creilvJ 
such  a  cutting  and  exquisite  cold,  that  the  men  vrere  obUgi' 
to  put  on  all  the  clothing  they  could  muster,  to  prevent  thtEif 
hands  and  feet  from  being  frost-bitten »  The  tmng  €)f  lliP» 
wreaths  of  smoke,  from  the  moveless  surface  of  the  sea,  wmi 
most  extraordinary  sight  •,  the  feeble  moon  strugrglin*?  thfongii 
them,  and  even  the  natives  were  afraid  to  stir  abroad  at  tlM 
hour.  In  the  dim  twilight  of  the  day,  that  followed,  the  d«raf 
hunter  would  sometimes  venture  forth  to  seek  the  deer*  or  U*^ 
the  nnisk  ok  to  his  snowy  lair.  Bui  in  the  midst  of  the  vi^ 
superstition  might  have  conjured  up  some  porlentous  faran 
accompanied  by  a  host  of  terrors;  for  strange  sounds  wereoft> 
abroad  in  the  air,  caused  by  the  meeting  of  masses  of  disjotflli' 
ice,  or  the  splitting  of  the  rocks  with  the  intensity  uf  UiecoU: 
even  the  piteous  cry  of  the  seat  was  sometimes  sufEciciit  ^ 
create  an  alarm ;  there  were  noises  also  on  the  deep  and  lk» 
sliore,  for  which  they  could  not  account:  so  that  tlieso  tempwiC 
exiles  from  their  native  land,  were  often,  like  tbo  |>eef>i* 
Egypt,  during  the  plague  of  darkness,  when  in  the 
description  of  the  Apocrypha,  "  they  heard  the  sound  of 
things  rushing  by,  even  by  their  dogrs,  and  id  (heir 
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but  f^w  not  the  form  thereoC  No  visitor  came  to  cheer  the 
bg'gin^  moments;  no  friead  dropped  in  to  tell  of  passinj^ 
eireutR,  or  share  their  solitary  meaU  There  were  no  events 
to  tell  of  J  the  land  was  sealed  and  covered;  within  each  silent 
dwelling^  was  seen  to  glimmer  the  Ump,  that  but  seldom  dies; 
and  deep  and  dreary  was  their  §oIitude,  as  if  they  were  the  last 
remnants  of  the  human  race* 

Whatever  discoveries  Commander  Ross  mi^ht  have  made, 
of  a  geographical  or  sGicntific  character,  he  seemed  much  disposed 
to  keep  them  within  his  own  breast;  he,  however,  hesitated  not 
to  communicate  the  intelligence,  that  although  he  had  discovered 
a  sea  to  the  westward,  by  which  they  could  extend  their  voyage 
in  that  quarter;  yett  on  the  whole,  it  presented  not  that  favor* 
able  appearance,  as  to  entitle  him  to  draw  the  conclusion,  that 
8uch  an  uninterrupted  navigation  could  be  obtained^  as  to 
insure  the  object  of  the  expedition.  Still,  however,  such  a  dis- 
covery had  been  made,  as  to  inspire  Capt.  Ross  with  the  hope, 
tbat  as  soon  as  a  passage  could  be  efiected,  from  the  situation 
in  which  the  Victory  then  was,  their  progress  to  the  westward 
might  be  so  far  advanced,  before  the  setting  in  of  the  ensuing 
winter,  as  to  determine  in  the  most  decisive  manner,  the  great 
question,  whether  they  were  or  were  not,  in  reality,  in  the 
track  for  the  discovery  of  the  long-sought  for  passage. 

The  Esquimaux^  who  came  to  the  ship  on  the  14tb,  brought 

th  them  several  articles  of  their  merchandize,  us  their  stock 

fish  w^as  quite  exhausted.     They  found  a  roady  market  for 

their  articles ;  as  during  the  course  of  the  precediug  winter, 

pt.  Ross  found  himself  under   the    necessity,  of  abstracting 

from  the  flour  tubs,  some  of  their  contents,  in   order  to  meet 

the  urgent  necessities  of  the  men  ;  some  of  whom  were  literally 

without  that  supply  of  warm  clothing,  which  was  indispensable^ 

for  their  protection  against  the  severity  of  the  cold. 

The  quantity  of  game,  which  was  now  daily  brought  to  the 
^hip,  was  in  itself  suflicient  to  have  supplied  all  the  messes  of 
ihe  ship ;  but,  to  the  gr&at  ninrtification  of  the  crew,  a  very 
«matl  portion  of  it  indeed  found  its  way  to  their  table.  The 
system,  however,   adopted    by  the  men,  was,   one  of  stratagem 
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and  smuggling — many  a  grouse    smoked  od    iheir  bnardi 
iheir  captain,  red  mi  ng  in  his  arm-chain  in  the   cabiD>  was 
iifying  himself  with  the   thought,  that  a  fish  reg-imen 
80  well  with  the  health  of  his  men.     If  the  steward,   or  atgri 
the  petty  officers,  who  were  allowed  the  privilege  of  s! 
by  virtu©  of  a   licence    granted   by  their  commander,  enfi| 
the    contents  of  their  shooting  bags  before  him  ;   link   did 
wise  and    sagacious  captain  8uspect»  that    a   g^rouse   had 
hidden  in  one  place,  a  bunting  in  another,  a  duck  in  a 
and  a   goose   in  a  fourth  place;    and  that    when    he 
joying  his  genik.  the  hidden  treasures  were    secretly 
on  boards  and  in  a  short  time  afterwards  found    tbair 
Fome  means,  into  the  caboose,  where  they  were  allowed  to 
and  frizzle,  until  an   opportunity  presented  itself  of  com 
them  to  the  messes  below.     Duiing  the   expedition    ol 
Parry,  no  roan  was  allowed  to  carry  a  gun  on  the   Sabbath; 
this  expedition,  however,   the  service  of  the  day  was    no 
over,  than  some  of  them  went  on  their  shooting  excursions; 
on  Sunday  the  19th,  their  success  was  so  great,  that  Ihey  bi 
to  the  ship,  ten  plovers,  four  buntings^  five  ducks,  one  snipe, 
six  ^a^rouse. 

The  ice  about  the  ship  was  now  melting  fast,  in  fact  slMfii 
at  this  time  surrounded  with  water ;  but  the  difference  of  tho  l»f 
winters  began  to  be  very  perceptible ;  the  present  one  beiig 
at. least  18  days  later,  or  according  to  the  opinion  of  Capl,  Roft 
three  weeks.  The  tide  pole  was  this  day  let  dawn^andllc 
lowest  tide  was  found  to  be  nine  feet,  and  the  highest  f< 
feet,  four  inches. 

On  the  22nd,  a  survey  of  the  provisions  was  taken,  and  ev( 
thing  was    found  in   good   condition,  wiUi   the    excepttai 
cask  of  rice,  which  was  entirely  spoilt. 

The  labor  of  the  remainder  of  the  month  of  June,  was  d 
to  getting    the  ship   in  a  proper  state   for  sea.     The  ahlp 
Watered^  and  the  tanks  stowed  away  in  the  hold ;  the 
ot  the  housing  was  taken  off,  and  the  ship  was  begun  to  be 
On  the  30th,  some  hands  were  sent  to  y^oAhe  HiU,  la  bring  ^ 
mi^n  boom  on   board,  as  well  as  the  gear  of  the  flag 
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On  the   ^nd  July,  Commaoder  Ross   went  od  a  shooting  ex- 
pedition, and    brought  back  with  him  five  Esquimaux,  four  of 
whom  had   never  been  at  the  ship  before.     The   astooi5»hmtint, 
ivhich  these  poor  creatures  evinced,  on  bein^  taken  down  into 
the  oabin^  was  moat  extraordinary  ;  they  appeared  as    if  some 
magician's  wand   had  stricken  them  motionless ;  the  only  part 
out  them,  having  any  tendency  to  motion,  being  their  eyes, 
hich  rolled  about  from  one  object  to  another;  and  then  haviog 
pparently  satisfied  their  gaze,  they  burst  into  a  kind   of  hyste- 
cal  laugh.     On  being  offered  some   refreshment,   ihey  shook 
eir  heads, exclaiming  Nak  Nak;  but  when  they  saw  their  com- 
ion,  who  had  been  at  the  ship  before,  set    to  to  devour  the 
,  which  was  placed  before  him,  they  threw  off,  by  degrees,  all 
erve,  and  in  a  very  J^hort  time  gave  a  decisive  proof,  that  they 
Were  well  able  to  support  the  character  of  their  counirymen  for 
acts   of  gluttony.     On  discoursing  with  one  of  the  men,  it  was 
discovered,  that  he  was  the  possessor  of  two  wives  ;  but  he  very 
coolly  intimated,  that  one  of  them  was  very  much  at  the  service 
any  one,  who,  on  seeing  her,  might  take  a  fancy  to  her.  They 
opped  on  board  until  8  o clock  in  the  evening,  and  then  de- 
fied with  some  trifling  presents. 

Od  the  following  day,  a  party  set  out  in  search  of  the  huts 
this  particular  tribe,  but  returned  unsuccessful ;  during  their 
sence,  five  men,  and  three   women  with  three  children^  ar- 
ved  at  the  ship;  but,  although  they  brought  neither  fish,  nor 
ares   with  tliem,    yet    they  were   very  importunate  for  some 
resents,  and  evinced  a  strong  disposition  to  pilfer  whatsoever 
mhey  coiiJd  lay  their  hands  upon;  in  fact,  they  appeared  to  be  a 
more  deceitful  and  dishonorable  set  of  beings,  than  the  native* 
in  the   immediate  vicinity  of  FeliX  Harbour,     Tliere  was,  how 
^ver,  i  dof^ree  of  fun  and  humour  about  these  men,  which  had 
^saiever  been  witntj^sr  y  other  individuals  of  ihe  Esquimaux 

^kibe.attdafi  '  ^ ||yn|Ot  them  to  per- 

^^tft'^*^'-  "^^^"^le  of  ihcm  re. 

V  ^^IJoor;  the 

»«ral  ^^^^Oaches 

AJowly,  »^  *• 
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but  «ttop8  iuimcdialely  that  it  raises  its  head.  As  »ood,  bowef«r, 
as  the  seal  drops  its  head  on  the  surface  of  the  ic«,  the  Esqoiniaux 
proceeds  towards  it»  until  he  gets  within  the  reach  of  his  ape&r* 
The  seal,  not  beinj:;  an  animal  of  very  quick  motion,  and  luifiiif 
ts  head  generally  in  a  direction  contrary  to  its  hole,  the  fisqui* 
niaux  darts  at  it,  in  its  attempt  to  dive  into  the  water,  and  kills 
it  with  his  spear. 

On  the  4th|  a   party  set  out  in  a  direction  contrary  to  thil 
which  the  first  party  took,   for    the  purpose  of  diBcoveriug  ihi 
huts  of  these  people ;  and    found  them  on  the  shore  of  a  lake* 
in  the  vicinity  of  which,  it  was  suppoiited   they  had    encampid 
themselves,  for  the  benefit  of  the  fishing".    On  the  arrival  of  tlit 
party,  the  natives  were   found  all  asleep.     The    aoceaa  to  UMir 
ioopiks  or  tents  not  presenting  any  difficulty ,  as  was   the  cut 
with  the  snow  huts  of  the  natives  in  Felix  Harbour,  the  sailopi 
entered  them,  and  such  a  scene  of  misery  and  wretcbedoess  bed 
never  before  been  presented  to  their  eyes.     In  the  first  tent 
two  families^  consisting  of  two  men,  two  womenyaikd  three  chi 
dren;  in  the  second,  two  men,  two  women,  and  three  cbildrca 
and  in  the  third,  one  man,   two  women,  and  one  child.    Tl 
was  the  man,    who  had   two  wives;    but  although  there 
only  BIX  women  belonging  to  the  tribe,  two  of  the   ugliest  of 
them  had  fallen  to  his  lot;  and  it  must  be  allowed,  ihiil  anEi* 
quimaux  woman,   who  has  readied  the  superlative  degree 
ugliness,  must    be  one  of  Nalure*s    most   finished    pieces, 
appeared,  however,  that    the  Esquimaux  was    not  so  much  » 
bigamist  by  choice,  as  he  was  by  necessity.     There  were  but  6t© 
men  belonging  to  the  tribe,  and  six  women  ;  and»  therefore,  it 
followed,  as  a  matter  of  course,  that  one  of  them  must  eilbii 
pass  a  life  of  single  blessedness,  and  be  the  only  old   maid  ift 
the  community,  or  she  must  share  the  connubial  bed   with  thi 
first  of  her  sex,  who  might  be  disposed  to  admit  her  as  a  sleeping 
partner.    Polygamy  is  not  disallowed  amongst  the  Es^qutaiftiii ; 
but,  Ro  far  from  it  being  general,  it  very  seldom  happeaa,  tli*t 
the  two  sexes  are  so  unequally  proportioned^  as  that  a 
can    have  two  husbands,  or  a  man,  two  wives      Ii  uiust 
be  observed,  that  the  different   tribes  of  the  £squimiiuf. 
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~onTT~Be  tonsidereil  as  each  of  them  conslituting  one  f;imily, 
more  or  less  numerous,  according  to  the  time  that  a  parlicular 
number  of  them  have  determined  to  separate  from  the  parent 
itock»  to  form  a  tribe  or  family  among**!  themselves.  Thus,  it 
very  seldom  happens ^  that  an  Esquimaux  girl  will  look  for,  or 
accept  of  a  husband  out  of  her  own  immediate  family  or  tribe; 
and,  in  this  respect,  they  bear  a  strong  reeembtanee  to  tire 
gypsies,  who  very  seldom  iniormdrry  with  each  other.  It 
has  been  generally  asserted,  that  polygamy  is  not  conducive 
to  population,  and  for  that  reason  it  is  tlie  intention  of  Dr. 
Malthus  to  have  a  bill  introduced  into  Parliament,  with  the 
intent  of  legalizing  polygamy  in  this  country;  although  he 
ought,  primarily  ♦  to  adopt  some  measures,  by  which  the  people 
4>f  this  country  shall  become  polygamists,  with  their  own  free 
III :  for  it  is  too  frequently  seen,  that  rather  than  take  a  second 
ife,  the  husband  would  deem  it  one  of  the  greatest  blessings, 
at  could  be  conferred  upon  him,  if  he  could,  by  any  legal  or 
decent  means,  disencumber  himself  of  the  wife,  that  he  has  got* 
Thet©  was,  however,  no  proof  forthcoming,  during  the  time 
at  the  sailors  were  acquamled  with  the  fC^^quimaux  bigamist, 
that  he  had  any  particular  reason  to  complain  of  his  fate — not 
that  he  was  better  clad,  or  that  his  ioopi/c  was  kept  in  better 
order,  in  consequence  of  his  having  two  wives  to  cle&n  it,  in* 
ead  of  one  :  for,  in  regard  to  the  former,  the  whole  of  the  tribe 
ere  in  a  state  of  complete  nudity,  with  the  exception  of  a  deer 
ill  thrown  over  them,  which  served  them  in  the  day  for 
oihing,  and  in  the  night  for  their  bedding  ;  and  in  regard  to 
e  latter,  neither  of  the  wives  could  complain  of  performing  a 
reater  degree  of  labor  than  the  other  ;  for,  as  the  tentor/oopijfc 
as  never  cleaned  at  all,  and  the  dirt  and  filth  suffered  to  accu- 
uTate,  until  an  English  pig-stye,  in  its  ^ItriK^^t  state,  was 
fouipafatively  a  place  of  cleanliDe*^*  t  to  be  sup- 

osed,  that  any  ground  for  quarre  Ruhjeet 

which  both  of  them  appeared  ^ 
The  summer  huts  of  these  peii^ 
inter  ones.     Their  mode  of  erri*ti 
ttiftkc  A  circle  of  stanes. 
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is  then  placed  uprighl,  bui  not  exactly  in  the  middle ;  an^ 
the  top  part  of  the  stick  are  the  skins  attached,  somelhinp  ti| 
the  shape  of  a  rnaTquee,  The  height  of  the  tent  is  about  7  to  ^ 
feet. 

On  the  entrance  of  the  sailorR  into  the  toopik  of  the  husband 
with  two  wives,  the  latter  did  not  seem  in  the  least  abashed  al 
the  presence  of  the  intruders;  they  were  lying  on  the  groundi 
with  no  other  covering  than  their  daily  clothing  of  the  de«l 
Akin;  at  their  heads  were  the  remnantB  of  some  fish,  of  whiclf 
they  had  been  partaking  on  the  preceding  day :  and  the  tilil 
human  animal,  that  was  crawling  about  them,  in  a  atalt 
nudity,  now  and  then  took  a  bite  of  one  of  the  fish,  1 
exactly  like  a  monkey  squatting  on  its  hinder  partSj  naum 
a  biscuit  or  an  apple.  The  Esquimaujc  ladies  were  eertainljf| 
destitute  of  any  article  of  furniture,  on  which  they  could  invilt 
their  visitors  to  sit  down  and  rest  themselves ;  nor  were  thfli 
any  refreshments  at  hand,  wherewith  they  could  be  regalvdf 
unless  perchance  their  appetite  might  lead  them  to  partake  of 
f^lice  of  stinking  salmon,  or  a  raw  cutlet  of  putrid  seal  fletk 
The  ladies,  however^  rose  from  their  cOuch»  in  atl  the  capti- 
vatinn  of  their  morning  deshabille  ;  and  the  first  act,  which  tbi 
younger  of  them  performed,  was,  to  advance  towards  Richari 
Wallj  who  was  the  stoutest  of  the  party^  and  with  a  bewitchiaf 
look*  invite  him  to  the  ceremony  of  koontging,  Richard  wm, 
however,  not  to  be  tempted  by  the  wiles  of  the  seducer, 
made  the  best  of  his  way  out  of  the  tent:  it  being  also  pretty 
evident,  that  the  lady  was  disposed  to  try  the  experiment  on  the 
mainder  of  the  party,  they  all  followed  the  example  of  Wall; 
leaving  the  ladies  to  form  whatever  opinion  they  pleased, 
specting  the  gallantry  of  the  Aa6Ioona5.  The  husband  followi^ 
them  to  the  outside,  and,  from  his  gestures,  they  were  abit  It 
understand,  that  it  was  the  intenlion  of  himself  and  hii»  tril^ 
to  visit  the  ship,  for  the  purpose  of  pointing  out  an  eicelM 
fishing  place,  and,  particularly,  where  the  Tommy  Cod  of  CJi 
fish  were  to  be  caught*  The  ladies,  it  was  supposed*  indigniH 
at  the  affront,  which  had  been  offered  them,  (for,  certfi'^^-  ' 
g^reater  in«uU  can  be  offeied  to  a  female,  than  to  reject  tl 
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irbich    she    offers,)    never   condescended    to  fihow  theni&elves 
Utt»  and  the  party  soon  after  took  their  departure  for  the 
lip- 

They  had  not  been  there  niany  hours,  when  the  Esqnimaux 
Irere  seen  approaching,  the  two  wives  hringing  up  the  rear; 
but,  whatever  ill  humour  they  might  have  evinced  in  the  morn- 
ing, it  had  now  wholly  subsided,  and  they  came  on  board  with 
laughing  countenances,  and  greeted  their  former  acquaintance, 
with  every  token  of  satisfaction.  Some  refreshment  was  given 
them,  and  it  was  agreed,  that  they  should  go  a-fishing  on  the 
morrow ;  Commander  Ross,  and  Mr,  Mc'Dtarmid  to  accompany 
them.  After  stopping  a  few  hours,  during  which,  their  eyes 
were  in  every  direction,  to  see  what*  they  could  pilfer,  they 
left  the  ship,  for  the  express  purpose  of  taking  a  semk,  pro- 
mising to  be  punctual  to  their  appointment  on  the  following 
day. 

In  anticipation  of  this  fishing  dxpeditiooj  one  of  the  crow 
inraa  despatched  to  the  lakes,  to  bring  away  the  fishing-rods ; 
and  early  on  the  following  morning.  Commander  Ross  and 
Mr.  Mc'Diarmid  were  un  the  anxious  look-out  for  their  guides^ 
but,  at  12  o'clock,  not  one  had  made  his  appearance*  At 
two«  Commander  Ross  set  out  to  the  huts  in  search  of  them, 
but,  on  his  arrival  there,  he  found  that  they  were  all  gone.  In 
the  evening,  the  man  returned,  who  had  been  sent  to  the  lakes^ 
and  he  reported,  that  he  had  met  the  tribe,  travelling  in  the 
direction  of  Nichitli,  which  was  directly  contrary,  to  whore  the 
King  place  was  situate.  It  was  some  time,  before  the  cause 
this  conduct  could  be  discovered,  but  it  was  at  last  ascer* 
led,  that  at  their  visit  to  the  ship^  on  the  preceding  day, 
f  had  s  Dg  articles  ;  and  the  suspicion  was 

enteri  fraid  to  keep  their  appoint- 

froi^  **  ^covered,  and 

nsequences 
'ufiicted 
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immediately  repaired  lo  the  sliip,  tn  inform  CommaDd^ 
iif  the  circumstance.  A«5  some  ex')>ectatioo8  of  ^od  sport 
entertained.  Commander  Ross,  with  four  men,  eel  off  for  ik 
hurrow,  and  after  an  hour'§  hard  digging,  they  came  toajnmig 
family  of  six  cubs,  all  of  them  of  a  dark  brown  coloar.  The 
isport,  however,  which  the  old  foxes  gave  to  the  meti,  woaldhif^ 
been  greatly  relished,  even  by  an  English  hunter;  for  the  plaei 
where  they  tiad  ef^tahlished  their  burrow,  was  so  full  of  tmlm, 
that  they  were  un  sooner  driven  out  of  one,  than  they  look  Ti- 
fuge  in  another.  It  was  the  wish  of  the  men,  lo  lake  the  oid 
ones  alive :  fur  liaving  got  pofisea»ion  of  their  progeny,  it  mm 
expected,  that  it  would  not  b*  a  difficult  task  lo  tamd 
and  ultimately  to  tran!«ipori  them  to  England*  After  huiili« 
dodging  them  for  nearly  two  hours,  Reynard  always 
lo  escape  from  the  snares,  that  wero  laid  for  him ;  and,  i 
as  uo  immediJite  prof^pect  presented  itself  of  takings  tbem  alhin 
it  was  determined  to  shoot  them,  which  was  Ultimately  aocom* 
plished,  although,  not  without  some  difficulty.  On  exaroimiif 
the  burrow,  there  were  found  in  it,  the  remains  of  the  skiiifl  §/ 
hares,  weasels,  mice,  birds  and  even  fi^h.  The  men  carrM 
their  booty  to  the  ship  in  triumph;  but  they  afterwards  fouiuL 
that  in  attempting  toH'ear  the  cubs,  they  had  impised  uptm  ibMOh 
seive^  a  task  of  no  common  difficulty,  and,  which,  even  when 
accomplished,  was  not  attended  with  any  profit  or  advanUfv. 
The  live  stock  of  the  Victory  now  consisted  of  the  «ix  fox^colM, 
two  hares,  and  one  mouse!  alt  rao»i  valuable  specimens  of  ibt 
quadrupeds  of  the  countryi  and  worthy  the  trouble  of  beiiip 
conveyed  to  Englantl,  where  they  would  he  found  oottodtflfr, 
in  the  slightest  degree,  from  the  indigenous  species. 

The  carpenter  was  employed  during  the  whole  of  ihe  flU. 
in  making  a  salmon  spear,  similar  to  the  one  used  by  ibe  oaim^ 
It  greatly  resembles  the  spear  used  in  Kngland  fur  striking  <teU^ 
with  the  exception,  that  the  Esquimaux  spear  has  only  one  preiy, 
which  is  made  of  bone;  the  shaft  or  handle  beings  made  otm^f^ 
or  eight  grmall  pieces  of  wood,  laslied  toj^other.  The  atiear  iip4e 
by  the  rarponter,  was  alt  in  one  piece,  and  the  prong*  mailenf 
iron,     \Vhcn  it  was  shown  to  iho   Ksquimaux.  ibey  weie  ft 
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delighted  with  it,  that  they  would  have  taken  all  their  clothes 
from  their  back,  in  exchange  for  it,  and  have  returned  to  their 
huts.  literally  in  a  state  of  nakedness.  Capt.  Ross  went  to  the 
lakes  to  try  his  success  with  the  spear,  but  he  returned  without 
ciLtching'  a  fish. 

The  tides  were  now  exceedingly  high,  the  water  having  risen 
18  feet  S  inches;  and  it  was  a  most  mortifying  circumstance, 
iQ  see  an  open  sea  before  them,  and  to  know  that  their  ship 
was  jammed  up  with  the  ice,  in  a  f^mall  bay,  wholly  unable  to 
ejttricate  herself.  On  the  13th,  the  boats  were  got  off  from  the 
•bore,  in  expectatinn  that  the  ice  would  give  way,  from  the  effect 
of  the  high  tides,  and  enable  the  vessel  to  proceed  on  her  voyage. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  13th,  Mr,  Light  went  to  the  lakes 
with  his  salmon  spear,  and  succeeded  in  striking  a  fish,  which 
be  conveyed  on  board.  This  spear  was  bought  by  Mr*  Lights 
of  an  Esquimaux,  at  Widsford  or  Holsteinburg ;  and  it  was 
the  first  salmon,  that  had  ever  been  caught  by  any  of  the  crew, 
with  a  spear.  Commander  Ross  also  succeeded  in  striking  three 
small  fish,  the  whole  weight  of  which  was  Itb.  Soz.  The 
weather  was,  however,  exceedingly  inauspicious  for  fishing,  the 
rain  coming  down  in  torrents,  and  the  wind  blowing  a  strong 
gale  from  the  ea<%tward. 

On  the  l4th,  two  Esquimaux  arrived  at  the  ship,  bringing 
with  them  thirty-five  pounds  of  fish  ;  but  as  they  were  all  of  last 
year's  catching,  they  were  not  hold  in  very  high  esteem.  These 
Eaquimaux  remained  on  board  till  the  16th,  when  they  were  to 
accompany  Commander  Ross  and  a  party,  to  one  of  the  five 
rivers  in  North  Bay,  of  which  mention  has  been  already  made, 
and  which  was  reported,  by  the  natives,  to  abound  with  all  kinda 
offish.  Accordingly,  early  on  the  morning  of  the  ^6ih,  Com- 
mander Ross,  Mr.  Mc'Diarmid,  with  eight  men,  guided  by  the 
two  Ksquimaux»  set  out  on  this  expedition,  Capt.  Ross  accom*- 
panying  them  part  of  the  way;  but  who  returned  to  the  comforts 
of  the  ship,  at  12  o'clock,  on  the  following  day,  bringing  with 
him  a  plover  and  a  snipe.  He  saw  a  deer,  and  in  his  hurry  to  load 
his  gun  wiUi  ball,  he  broke  his  ramrod.  The  17th,  being  Sunda) , 
Capt.  Ross,  immediately  on  his  return,  proceeded  to  the  per- 
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formancG  of  the  religinu,*!  duties  of  the  day :  but,  whilst  ho  wa 
reading  the  Liturgy,  he  was  taken  so  ill,  that  ho  was  obliged  ii 
leave  the  cabin,  appointing  Mr.  Thorn  to  finish  the  senrioe.  In 
the  afternoon,  the  whole  crew  left  the  ship,  for  the  purpo99  of 
taking  a  walk,  and  brought  home  w  ith  them  three  fine  pin-lail 
ducks;  but  the  lakes  were  now  getting  so  clear  of  ice.  iKa!  tl 
was  a  difficult  matter  to  get  near  to  the  birds. 

On  the  ISth^  the  carpenter  was  employed  cautking  ibe  top^M 
wdes ;  the  crew  were  put  to  picking  oakum,  and  making'  jwitty, 
the  stock  of  pitch  being  exhausted.  Capt*  Rosa  took  a  walk  to 
the  northward,  and  returned  at  midnight,  with  two  g?oQ9e»  Iwn 
pin-tail  ducks  atid  a  snipe.  He  saw  two  deer^  but  eoold  o«l 
come  within  shot  of  them. 

On  the  20th,  some  of  the  party  arrived  from  North  Bay.  leaTiiip 
there^  Commander  Ross,  Mr.  Me*Diarmid,  and  two  of  the  cr«v. 
They  brought  a  load  of  fish  with  thern^  the  greater  part  of  whtdi 
being  last  year's  fish,  were  scarcely  eatable.  Thev»  however, 
brought  with  them  thirty -one  fresh  ones,  and  Capt.  Ross  ordnr^d* 
immediately,  that  2tbs.  of  the  stale,  and  lib,  of  the  fi^di  fisfti, 
should  be  diBtributed  to  every  man ;  thereby  affording  m 
additional  proof,  that  a  man,  who,  once  gets  into  a  wrong  road, 
generally  perseveres  in  it,  until  he  falls  headlong  into  a  ak 
from  which  no  power  is  able  to  extricate  him. 

In    the  evening,  the  party  left  the  ship  for  the    bay,  tabt 
with  them,  the  net;   whilst  the  crew,   on  board,  were  employi 
in    cleaning   the  fish,    taking    180  on    shore,  for  the 
of  drying  them. 

On   the  21st,  Capt,  Ross  went  on  a  shooting  excursion, 
returned  on  the  following  day,  with  a  hare,  a  ^and*piper. 
a  mou^e  !    and,   on  the  following  day,  he  set  ool  ag^n,  wh 
two  of  the  crew,  one  of  whom,  he  in  a  short  time  seat  back, ' 
with  a  sand-piper*s  nest,  as  well  as  the  old  bird. 

On  the  *i2nd,  Mr,  Mc*Diarmid  arrived  on  board,  for  the  pitrpoie 
of  obtaining  additional  hands,  to  assist  the  party,  that  ware  dB 
their  way  to  the  ship,  with   the   load    of  fish,  which  they  J 
caught.     He  informed  Capt.  Ross,  that  in  the  Gr&t  baal 
the  aetj  they   caught   50t)r  and  the  second  haul,  1143. 
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Esqitimaux,  when  they  saw  Ihe  latter  haul,  plung-ec!  into  th^ 
WAter,  and  beg^an  to  ladle  out  the  fish  with  their  hands,  uttering 
Ihe  loudesi  exclamations  of  joy,  and  clapping  their  hands  in  an 
extasy  of  delight.  Thi§  mode  of  fishing  with  the  net,  had  never 
before  been  witnessed  by  these  people,  nor  could  they  b© 
brought  at  first  to  comprehend  in  what  manner  the  fi^h  were 
caught,  particularly  those,  which  hafl  got  entangled  in  the  net. 
It,  however,  gave  them  a  distaste  to  their  own  method  of  fishing; 
for  the  contraf«t  appeared  so  great,  between  bringing  out  a  so- 
litary fish,  and  hauling  them  out  by  hundreds,  that  it  opened,! 
us  it  were,  a  new  era  upon  them,  and  implanted  certain  ideas  inf^ 
lli^r  minds,  which  might  afterwards  contribute,  in  a  most 
important  degree,  to  their  personal  welfare. 

The  fishing  party  arrived  at  the  ship,  on  the  23rd,  brincfing 
irith  them  the  sledges,  laden  with  a  cargo  of  prime  fresh  salmon, 
ibe  average  weight  of  which  was  3  the.  2  oz.  The  parly,  after 
a  night's  rest,  took  their  departure  from  the  ship,  accompanied  j 
by  some  additional  hands,  and  two  sledges.  The  crew  on  board* 
were  employed  in  cleaning,  washing,  and  pickltog  the  fish  in 
Tinegar,  and  in  the  course  of  the  day»  they  had  deposited'  ia 
their  casks,  389;  reserving  a  certain  number  of  the  fish  fresh  for 
present  use. 

We  have  already  cursorily  hinted  at  the  deleterious   effects, 
which  these  salmon,  pickled  in  vinegar,  had  upon  the  health  ofj 
the   crew,  in  consequence   of  their   having    been  prepared    in^ 
copper  vessels,  of  which  the  tin  lining  had  been  worn  off.     In 
the  present  instance,  it  was  most  difficult  to   account  for  the 
obstinacy  of  Capt,  Roes,  in  persevering  to  have  the  fish  cured  in 
utensilB,  of  which  the  injurious  effects  had  been  already  experi- 
enced, and  which  actually  extended  to  that  alarming  length,  as 
to  endanger  the  lives  of  the  men.     It  was  not  many  days  after 
the   fish  had  been  cured » that  the  effects  of  the  copper  were  dis-  " 
tinguishable  upon  the    fish;  and  it    was  so  evident   that  they 
were  not  safe  to  eat,  that  the  whole  stock  was  condemned,  and 
thrown  upon  the  beach.     It  was    not,  however,  the  immediate 
'ass  of  the  fish,  that  excited  some  regret;  for,  at  that  particular 
Briod,  the   supply  of  fresh  provisions  was  so  abundant,  arising 
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Kuld  only  be  aecomplisliec]  by  a  liberal  admiuistraiioD 
dug  food.  The  sequel  will  very  soon  show,  how  directly 
was  the  conduct  of  Capt.  Ross,  and  how  richly  deserv- 
roved  himself  of  that  dislike,  which  the  men  eotertained 

e  last  party  arrived  from  the  fishing  place,  information 
Ight,  that  one  of  the  men,  Anthony  Buck,  was  taken  ill 
ere  fits,  brought  on,  it  was  supposed,  by  eating  stale  and 
some  food^  particularly  salmon^  which  had  been  dressed 
>pper  funnelling.  This  man,  however,  was  not  the  only 
le  crew,  who  was  indisposed,  although  not  exactly  in  thd 
kimer«  nor  from  the  same  eaase 

I  the  duty  of  the  steward  to  wash  the  wearing  apparel 
Beers  as  well  as  their  bedding;  and  it  was  on  the  27th, 
task  of  washtntr  commenced,  having  twenty -two  blankets 
^quilts,  with  fuur  months  apparel  to  wash^  and  all  in  cold 
rith  no  one  to  give  him  the  slightest  assistance  through- 
irduous  labor.     The  washing  was  obliged  to  be  post- 
m  account  of  the  difficulty  of  getting  a  good  supply  of 
^til  the  latter  end  of  June,  and  then  the  labor  lasted  for 
four  nights^  during  which  time,  he  was  never  in  his 
he  e fleet  of  such  a  continual  dabbling  in  cold   water, 
I  he  lost  the  use  of  hie  hands,  by  which,  in  the  course 
days  he  could  not  hold   a  tumbler,  nor  wipe  out  a  tea 
was  then  put  upon  the  sick  list,  but  by  the  necessary 
ions,  the  use  of  his  hands  was  restored  to  him. 
e  26th,  a  party  of  four  left  the  ship  for  the  fishing  place, 
Capt*  Ross  on  brard  to  amuse  himself  with  the  pickling 
salmon  in  jars  for  his  own  private  eating.     On  the  fol- 
lay,  the   snme  party  returned,  bringing  with  them  280 
ind  a  note  from  Commander  Ross  to  bis  uncle,  inform- 
that  at  one  haul,  he  had  caught  3313  salmon,  and  that 
return  to  the  ship.     The  greater  portion  however, 
'   haul  was   wasted,  as  the  men  openly  end 
^uld  not  stand  the  fatigue  any  longer ; 
'•'hich  they  were  obliged  to 
ir   diet,  there   \v'i% 
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frooi  tlie  success  of  the  sportsmen  with   Uieir  guns,  ihal 
could  bave  dispensed  with  the  fish  altogether.     They,  bow 
looked  forward  to  ibeir  casks  of  fish,  as  a  resource  for  the 
w  inter «  when  the  birds  and  animals  would  become   sen  roe, 
little  was  to  be  obtained  by  the  hunter,  or  from  the  natifea, 
the  flesh  of  the  seal  and  the  walrus;  and  perhaps,  oecusionall; 
a  lump  of  musk  ox  beef,  with  which^  however,  some  ralber 
pleasant  associations  were  accompanied. 

On  the  25th,  a  party  came  to  the  ship,  having  left  their  sf'*l 
about  four  miles  dislant>  it  being  too  heavy  for  them  to  d 
along;  the  road  being  exceedingly  bad  and  rugged,  owiti^ 
a  great  measure  to  the  decayed  state  of  the  ice,  which  bi 
under  them  almost  at  every  step.  This  party  had  been  tweoti 
two  hours  without  any  refreshment,  and  eighteen  on  their  Wsi 
with  a  lieavy  load  dragging  behind  them.  Each  man  had  tal 
his  loaf  with  him  on  the  sledpfe,  but  the  bread  soon  got  ^ook 
turated  with  water,  as  to  render  it  not  fit  to  be  eaten  :  the  wis 
themselves  were  sometimes  up  to  their  middle  in  water,  and  to 
this  deplorable  state,  they  were  obliged  to  tramp  it  over  th« 
crackling  ice,  floundering  every  minute  their  whole  li^n<^th  into 
some  pool  of  water,  with  not  even  a  morsel  of  food,  lo  suppo^J 
them  on  their  march.  H 

At  one  o'clock,  Mr,  Thorn,  and  a  party  of  eight,   went  for  tlw 
pledge,  and  returned  at  six:  even  these  eight   men   found  tlie 
labor  of  dragging  the  sledge  to  be  almost  too  much  for  lh< 
what  then  must  it  have  been  for  only  five»  and  one  of  ihem 
ill  ?     This  continual  and   excessive    labor    excited    a  spirit 
discontent  amongst  the  men,  which  perhaps,  but  for  the  iftBuedff 
exercised  over  them  by  Commander  Ross,  would   have  brcdc<0 
out  into  open  mutiny.     They  looked  upon  it  as  a  speeiet  d 
labor^  which  they  were  not  hired  to  perform,  and  which  Ittd  tw 
immediate  reference  to  the  discipline  of  the  ship  ;    still,  horn- 
ever,  they  might  not  have  displayed  so  great  an  imwiUioffiatt 
and  repugnance  to  the  performance  of  the   labor»  had  a  coifi- 
sponding  disposition  been  shown  on  the  part  of  Cant.  Roes* 
support  them  through  their  fatigue,  by  that  attention  Id  lb 
personal  wants,  and  to  the  support  of  their  physical 
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iTvbtch  could  only  he  acconipltslietl  hy  a  liberal  ad  mi  nisi  rati  on 
of  outritious  food.  The  sequel  will  very  soon  show,  how  directly 
opposite  was  the  conduct  of  Capt.  Ross,  and  how  richly  desenr- 
ing  he  proved  himself  of  that  dislike,  which  the  men  entertained 
for  him» 

By  the  last  party  arrived  from  the  fishing  place,  information 
wan  brought,  that  one  of  the  men,  Anthony  Buck,  was  taken  ill 
with  severe  6t8,  brought  on,  it  was  supposed,  by  eafing  stale  and 
unwholesome  food,  particularly  salmon^  which  had  been  dressed 
in  the  copper  funnelling.  This  man,  however,  was  not  the  only 
one  of  the  crew,  who  was  indisposed,  although  not  exactly  in  the 
same  manner,  nor  from  the  same  cause. 

It  was  the  duty  of  the  steward  to  wash  the  wearing  apparel 
of  the  officers  as  well  as  their  bedding;  and  it  was  on  the  'Z7th, 
that  his  task  of  washing  commenced*  having  twenty-two  blankets 
and  four  quilts,  with  four  months  apparel  to  wash,  and  all  in  cold 
water^  with  no  one  to  give  him  the  slightest  assistance  through- 
out bis  arduous  labor*  The  washing  was  obliged  to  be  post-^ 
poued,  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  getting  a  good  supply  of 
water,  until  the  latter  end  of  June,  and  then  the  labor  lasted  for 
three  or  four  nights,  during  which  time,  he  was  never  in  his 
bed.  The  effect  of  such  a  continual  dabbling  in  cold  water, 
wits,  that  he  lost  the  use  of  his  hands,  by  which,  in  the  course 
of  a  few  days  he  could  not  hold  a  tumbler,  nor  wipe  out  a  tea 
cup;  he  was  then  put  upon  the  sick  list,  but  by  the  necessary 
applications,  the  use  of  his  hands  was  restored  to  him.  1 

On  the  26th,  a  party  of  four  left  the  ship  for  the  fishing  plao6|i 
leaving  Capt,  Ross  on  board  to  amuse  himself  with  the  pickling^ 
of  some  salmon  in  jars  for  his  own  private  eating.  On  the  fol- 
low ing  day,  the  same  party  returned,  bringing  with  them  280 
pulmon,  and  a  note  from  Commander  Ross  to  his  uncle,  inform- 
ing him,  that  at  one  haul,  he  had  caught  3943  salmon,  and  that 
he  was  on  his  return  to  the  ship.  The  greater  portion  however, 
*>f  this  extraordinary  haul  was  wasted,  as  the  men  openly  and 
boldly  declared  that  they  could  not  stand  the  fatigue  any  longer  ; 
for,  independently  of  the  privation*?,  which  they  were  obliged  to 
lUidcrgo  on  account  of  the  badness    of  their   diet»  there  was 
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scarcely  one  of  them  ihal  had  a  boot  to  his  foot,  nod  iho^t^  ' 
wore  ihera,  had  oblaioed  them  claodeslinely  from  theE«qi]ii] 
Thus,  the  efiects  were  beginnin;^  to  display  themselves  of  \i» 
seitish  Line  of  conduct,  which  Capt.  Ross  pursoed^  in  pnththtl^ 
ipflr  his  men  from  purchasing  any  of  the  skins  from  the 
90  in  that  case,  they  would  have  been  able  during  the 
months  to  have  provided  themselves  with  those  arilclefi  of  ftp 
parel,  of  which  they  now  stood  so  much  in  need,  and  fo?  th 
want  of  which,  their  feet  were  brought  to  a  complete  sutei 
excoriation.  One  of  the  men,  Joseph  Curtis,  perhaps  one 
the  finest  men  on  the  expedition,  made  a  complaint  to  Ct 
Ross  on  this  subject,  and  declared,  that  his  feet  were  in  such 
wounded  state,  that  he  could  not  possibly  accompany  tlie  nefl 
travelling  party.  The  answer,  thatCapt.  Rose  made,  was^^Oii* 
that's  ail  stuff,  you  must  go»  if  you  walk  without  feet/'  It  wtt, 
however,  not  only  in  regard  to  the  comfort  and  health  of  his  nieo, 
as  far  as  thetr  clothing  was  concerned,  that  Capt.  Rods  evincctf 
a  callousness  of  disposition,  and  a  reckless  ioattention  to  ttmr 
wants,  which  literally  rendered  him  odious  to  the  crew;  hot  ia 
cases  where  their  health  was  concerned^  he  treated  their  apph- 
catinns  with  contempt  and  indifference.  On  the  same  dsy  thtl 
Curtis  made  his  complaint,  about  the  state  of  bis  foet^  another  vf 
the  crew  applied  to  Capt.  Ross  for  some  medicine,  (Mr. 
mid  being  at  North  Bay^)  having  been  for  some  time  afBu 
a  constipation  of  the  bowels.  The  advice,  that  Capt.  Rq 
him,  was,  **  *to  throw  the  physic  to  the  dogs,'  and  to  awalkm^ 
musket  ball,  and  if  that  had  no  eSTect,  to  send  another  afl^  i 
then  swallow  a  cartridge,  set  fire  to  it,  and  the  devil  was  in  it. 
a  passage  would  not  be  obtained.*'  The  poor  fellow  was,  hoi 
ever,  refused  all  medicine,  and  in  less  than  twenty -four 
he  was  seized  with  a  violent  fit.  These  acts  on  the  part  aft 
commander,  whose  very  existence  depended  upon  the  Ke^tUh  i 
strength  of  his  crew,  appear  so  diametrically  opposite  totltatliii 
of  conduct,  which  a  prudent  or  a  feeling  man  would  hat© 
mitted,  that  we  should  be  inclined  to  discredit  them  a!*  -^ 
were  they  not  transmitted  to  us  by  an  authority,  of  whn^ 
ncf  doubt  can  be  entertained;  at   the  same  time^  that  tbejr  W 
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eorroborated  by  another  party,  who  was  one  of  the  sufferers  on 
ibo  expedition,  in  consequence  of  the  culpable  neg-lect  and  in- 
diflerence  that  were  shown  to  the  maintenance  of  the  health  and 
comfort  of  tho  crew.  This  conduct  appears  in  a  still  more 
extraordinary  light,  and  greatly  to  the  disrepute  of  Capt.  Ross» 
whon  it  !!«  contrasted  with  hi^  public  declaration  of  those  very 
men,  representing  them,  as  having  swerved  him  with  a  constancy^ 
which  was  never  shaken  under  the  most  appalling  prospects, 
aod  to  whose  fidelity  and  obedience  he  was  so  greatly  indebted. 
Gapt.  Ross,  therefore,  on  his  own  showing  stands  guilty,  either 
of  the  blackest  ingratitude,  or  he  has  exhibited  himself  in  a 
character,  the  most  unfit  and  iinproper  to  conduct  an  expedition, 
the  successful  result  of  which,  depended  so  much  upon  a  strict 
and  incessant  attention  to  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  crew 
under  his  command* 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  27th,  a  party  of  four  were  sent  to  the"^ 
bay  for  6sh,  and  on  their  way  they  met  Commander  Ross  on  his 
return  to  the  ship;  he  arrived  about  midnight,  worn  down  with 
fatigue  and  hunger*  On  the  following  day,  the*18th,  the  party 
of  four  returned^  but  two  of  them  were  so  completely  knocked 
up,  that  they  could  not  draw  the  sledge  any  further ;  they, 
therefore,  left  it  about  three  miles  from  the  ship*  In  the  course 
of  the  day,  the  party,  that  had  been  with  Commander  Ross^ 
returned,  bringing  with  them  Anthony  Buck  on  a  sledge, 
who,  ou  their  journey  to  the  ship,  had  had  three  fits,  one  of 
which,  it  was  feared  would  terminate  his  existence;  in  fact,  all 
the  men,  who  were  of  Commander  Ross'  party,  were  more  or 
less  indisposed,  arising  from  the  unwholesomeness  of  their  lood, 
and  their  continual  exposure  to  wet  and  cold,  without  the  means 
of  obtaining  the  slightest  relief.  At  half  past  three,  six  men  were 
sent  for  the  sledge,  that  was  left  behind  by  the  party  arrived 
in  the  morning  ;  and  at  ten  at  night,  nine  men  and  two  sledges 
were  despatched  for  the  last  cargo  of  lish*  At  6.  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning,  two  of  the  men  returned  completely  done  up, 
on  which  Mr,  Light  was  despatched  with  another  man,  to  the 
assistance  of  the  party,  and  returned  un  board,  at  10  p.  m. 

The  men^  who  were  able,  were  now  employed  about  the  fish. 
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curing,  (lfyiog'»  and  stowing:  them  in  iKe  barreU.  Int 
ppectivo  paint  of  view,  these  fish  were  regarded  as  a 
gift  of  Heaven  j  for,  in  the  event  of  the  Victory  beio^  blocb 
up  for  another  winter,  a  certainty  existed  of  the  crew  beinf  fil^ 
upon  short  allowance ;  and  the  plentiful  supply  of  fish  onbcari, 
would  enable  them  to  weather  the  winter,  with  out  ihe  fe^r  i 
suffering  from  aotual  want.  The  whole  number  of  ibe  14 
cauj^ht,  were  4986|  hut  not  more  than  *iOO0  were  brought  to  I 
ship;  the  remainder  were  entirely  wasted.  The  greater  parll 
the  fish  were  preserved  in  vinegar,  and  stowed  in  barrels 
hogsheads :  a  considerable  number  were  salted  and 
some  were  driod,  and  not  salted.  The  number  pickled 
vinegar*  was  1384;  independently  of  twelve  jars,  done  in  • 
superior  manner,  for  Capt  Rors,  and  twelve  of  the  largest,  tail 
finest  fur  Commander  Ross.  The  number  dried*  were  (rom  90ilt 
50O;  and  those,  that  were  salted,  were  represented  to  ex^  Jl 
tbe  others  in  the  delicacy  of  their  flavor.  The  diKtartce  of  ih 
fishing  place  from  the  ship,  was  about  13  or  14  miles:  bitt  ^ 
most  laborious  part  of  the  business  was  conveying  the  fish  o^ 
the  back  of  the  men,  from  the  place  of  fishing  to  the  abH  vrnxn, 
and  then  to  the  sledge,  which  was  about  three-fourths  of  a  m\\'^ 
Every  man  had  to  carry  about  50  salmon,  averaging  in  wtt| 
150Tt>s  ;  no  irifling  laod  to  carry  over  rocks  and  rugged  *^r 
when  ihe  men  were  frequently  no  sooner  off  the  former,  thanini 
minutes  afterwards  they  were  up  to  their  middle  in  water;  and. 
this  may  be  considered  as  the  general  character  of  tbt  i 
on  which  they  had  to  travel  from  the  place,  where  the  sImIiT^ 
was  loaded,  to  the  ship»  There  were  six  of  the  fishing  narii 
on  the  sick  list^all  of  them  complaiQiDg  of  a  pain  in  their  bowib. 
Buck  and  Baxter  were  seized  with  convulsion  fiis:  yt^  fp 
had  three  in  6  hours;  and  the  latter  was  in  a  fit  IJ  tiour, 
at  one  time  it  was  feared  that  he  would  never  recover* 

On  the  2nd  of  August,  the  labor  of  drying  and  curinc 
fish,  may  be  considered   as  being   completed,   and   eome 
were  erected  on  shore,  for  those  which  were  drying,   in 
to  protect  them  from  tbe  rain.     The  preserved  fish  w«>re  nUf^ 
away  in  7  casks.  No.  1   tuntainin?  15^  No-  2»  WO,  No.  *  SH.i 
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A  serious  remotistraiice,  in  the  shape  almost  of  a  round  mbioj 

was  at   this  time   made  to  Capt.  Ross,  on  account  of  hi*  tUtef-J 

mined   perseverance,  in  having*  the  food  of  the  sailors  co(ikfid| 

in  the  copper  apparatus.     With  tlie  daily  exhibition  before  his] 

eyes,  of  the  effet^t,  which  the  victuals  so  cooked,  had  upon  tilt  I 

health  of  his  men,  there  being  scarcely  one,  who  did  not  oos^l 

plain  of  an  affection  of  the  bowels,  and   some  actually  unaU»j 

to  perform  the  duties  of  the  ship  ;  it  appeared  to  all,   that  ikeirl 

commander  was   laboring'  under  a  mo^t  deplorable    infalualiiiii,J 

or    under   the    influence   of   the    most  direct     inhumanity,  ill 

obliging  them  to  subsist  on  food,  which  Imd  been  proved  tobtj 

of  so  deleterious  a  nature;    it  was  not,  however,  until  anabsoloUi 

refusal  was  made  by  the  whole  crew,  to  partake  of  any  moml 

food   cooked    in   the    copper  apparatus,    that  Capt.   Ross  wid 

broug^ht  to  his  senses,  and  he  isisued  his  orders  to  the  engineee] 

to  make  some  tin   boilers  to  fit  into  the  apparatus,    and  tltt^tj 

which  a  discreet  and  prudent  man  would  have  done,  from  aseBicJ 

of  propriety  and  humanity,  w^as  forced   upon   Capt,  Ross,  u  m 

direct  act  of  compulsion.  1 

On  the  8Lh  and  9th,  the  ice  was  quite  stationary,  with  tigkli 

winds  from  the    southward  ;    a  circumstance,  howeTer,  occauM 

on  the  latter  day,  which,  although  it  passed  oflF   without  mm 

immediate  injury,  ini^^ht  have  been  attended  with  the  niostseriooJ 

consequences.     The  vessel  had  for  a  length  of  time  been  maM 

fast  to  a  berg,  which,  as  it  was  aground,  and  apparently  to  M 

permanently  fixed,  not  the   slightest  apprehension   was  eotorl 

laiued,  that  any  danger  could  occur  to  the  vessel,  in  fastening 

her  to    it.     Ou   the  afternoon  of  the  9th,   however,    the  bera 

capsised  with  a   tremendous  crash,  and  would  most  probabtfl 

have  placed  the  Victory  ou  her  beaiM  ends,  but  fortunatelv  tkl 

hawaers  snapped  with  the  sudden  strain,   and   left    the  rettil 

without   any  moorings.     All   hands  were   immediately  tarml 

out,  and  she  was  moored  afresh  to  another  berg;  but,  fromtM 

unsettled    state  of  the  ice,  her  position  was  not  considered  <    | 

of  positive  safety,  I 

Commander  Ross  was  employed  this  day,  in  taking  anj      I 

with  the  theodolite,  it  was,  however,  perceptible  to  the  wl      I 

ctew,  that  iome  (tes\\  Av^a^i^^m^wv  V^aA  \si^Vtifi  out  Uln      I 
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sailors  in  i^itir  iincoulli  habiliments,  a  mixture  of  savage  cIuniM* 
ness^  and  civilised  skill ,  t!ie  confusioa  of  noises  and  discordant^ 
sounds,  proceeding  at  one  time  from  the  interjectional  ejiclama^^ 
lions  of  the  Esquimaux,  and  at  another,  from  the  hoarse  and  blufi 
voices  of  the  sailors,  aniongsi  which  were  now  and  then  heard 
the  commanding  words  of  the  captain,  attempting  to  make  him- 
self heard  amidst  an  uproar*  which  would  have  impressed  on  tbfl 
mind  of  the  spectator,  some  idea  of  the  confusion,  which  reigned 
at  the  Tower  of  Babel;  and  then,  when  th^  ladies  of  the  Esqiii* 
maux  natitm,  beg^an  to  display  their  grace  and  agility  in  tht 
dance,  catching  hold  of  the  first  sailor,  that  came  witblo  ibetr 
reach^  no  matter  whether  an  officer  or  a  foremast  man,  aoi 
hugging  him  to  their  afieetionate  bosom,  which  imparted  it 
the  favored  beings  some  idea  of  what  his  feelings  would  h», 
if  be  should  perchance  happen  to  fall  within  the  embraces  of « 
shaggy  hear,  and  then  the  performance  to  conclude  (as  our  plij 
bills  have  it)  with  a  grand  display  of  antics*  performed  by  ibt 
most  active  of  the  company,  which  antics,  consisted  in  the  mtfi 
placing  themselves  in  the  most  grotesque  and  ludicrous  atli* 
tudes,  and  distorting  every  feature  of  their  fac^»  to  increase  tht 
ugliness,  which  nature  has  so  lavishly  bestowed  upon  them* 
It  is  most  probable,  that  this  truly  original  performance  w- 
have  concluded  with  the  exhibition  of  the  antics  of  the  loei 
had  not  Mr,  Light,  on  a  sudden,  struck  up  some  inspiring  soun^ 
from  his  violin,  which  appeared  to  have  the  same  effect  uf 
the  whole  tribe,  even  including  the  children,  as  if  every  om 
them  had  been  bitten  by  a  tarantula.  In  some  r 
might  be  compared  to  a  congregation  of  Jumpers,  4;.^..,^  ,i«_ 
catch  the  spirit,  for  the  spirit  of  emulation  appeared  lo  aiiini 
every  breast,  as  to  which  could  excel  the  other«  txi  the  aliiti 
of  their  jumps;  in  one  of  which,  the  entire  dress  of  one  of 
ladies  fell  from  her  shoulders,  and  left  her  in  paribus  nntufi 
bus.  The  dress  was  politely  handed  to  her  by  one  of  the  sail' 
to  whom  she  said,  Kogenna!  Kogenna/  (thanks  1  thaokst)  1 
having  thrown  the  deer  skin  over  her  shoulders,  began  to  m 
again,  until  the  music  ceased,  as  if  nc  accident  whatever  i 
befallen  her.  ■ 
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The  farce  at  last  was  en  dead ;  and,  after  a  repast  of  baked  seal 

id  blubber,  the  happy  natives  were  rowed  on  shore,  the  officers 
►ccompanying  them,  Tuluach  leading  the  way,  on  his  mended 

ooden  leg  ;  in  fact,  if  a  drama  of  life  in  Vakkee  (the  Esquimanx 
lountry)  could  have  been  got  up,  in  imitation  of  Life  in  London, 
nere  is  very  little  doubts  that  TSiluach  would  have  been  chosen 
o  act  the  part  of  Dusty  Bob;  Mr.  Light  giving  him  previously 

few  lessons  on  the  violin, 

Mr.  McDiarmid  took  one  of  the  Esquimaux  with  him,  oo  a 
hooting  excursion ;  but  it  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty,  that 
couid  get  the  simple  savage  to  stand  near  him  when  he 
red  ;  for  Mr,  Mc'Diarmid  no  sooner  put  the  gun  to  his  shoulder, 
lian  the  native  took  to  his  heels,  and  remained  at  a  consider- 
ble  distance, until  the  gun  was  discharged.  On  this  excursion 
e  killed  three  leverets,  weighing  on  au  average  <*i  Ihs.  %oz. 

In  consequence  of  the  vessel  being  surrounded  with  water, 
he  Esquimaux  could  not  get  on  board,  except  by  means  of  the 
loat  from  the  ship ;  a  ctrcumstance  by  no  means  disagreeable  to 
Japt,  Ross,  nor  indeed  to  the  whole  of  the  crew:  for,  during 
he  time  of  the  natives  being  on  board,  all  business  was  sus- 
pended; and  as  their  visits  were  sometimes  very  unKeasonabIa 
nd  r!l-li!nod.  the  crew  had  it  now  in  their  power  to  determine 
the  exact  time  when  their  visits  should  be  paid.  On  Sunday 
he  14th,  they  presented  themselves  on  the  beach,  making 
tgnsthat  it  was  their  wish  to  come  on  board:  to  which  Capt. 
loss  consented,  and  a  boat  was  sent  for  them.     It  was,  however, 

most  difficult  matter  to  make  some  of  the  women  sit  still  in 
ihe  boat ;  and  one  of  the  youngest,  who  appeared  to  have  fixed 
ler  affections  upon  Curtis,  one  of  the  men  who  rowed  them  on 
oard,  considered  that  there  was  neither  law  nor  rule  why  she 
ihould  not  koonig  him  in  the  boat :  the  consequence  of  which 
,  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  one  of  the  sailors,  the  lady  would 
iave  been  immersed  head  over  heels  in  the  water.  Tln«,  how- 
[ver,  is  no  great  punishment  to  an  Esquimaux,  male  or  female: 
t>r^  in  their  travels  to  their  different  fishing  or  hunting  stations 

e  ice  is  frequently  so  rotten  as  not  to  bear  their  weight,  and 
hey  are  plunged   into  the  water;  but  it  appears  to  be  such 
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ii\  rratter  of  course  «riih  tbem*  thai  HiUe  or  no  notice  i«ii 
iplfill. 

During  the  night  of  ihe  14lh,  the  dogs  of  the  nativLrg  dift- 
eoverod  the  fisli.  that  were  drying:  on  tho  beach^  and.  tefi  tlieai 
DOt  until  th«y  had  fully  satined  their  appetite.  Not  a  mamaai, 
was  lost«  in  getting  all  the  fish  on  board;  fof  the  dog^  hadii 
only  eaten  a  great  number,  but  spoilt  a  still  g-reater.  by  giiawiil 
them  in  different  places,  biting  the  bead  from  one,  and  th«»  t« 
from  the  other^  thereby  rendering  them,  as  an  article  of  GmmLi 
little  or  no  serTice. 

On  the  15th,  ten  Esquimaux  came  on  board,  compiiti 
they  were  much  in  want  of  proiri$ioua«  Some  f;eal  aim 
were  cooked  for  them;  for  fortunately  Abernethy  bad  tlmi  & 
seal  on  the  preceding  day,  and  had  succeeded  in  g^tttufi^  It  on 
board>  which  was  not  always  the  case,  even  if  tho  animiil  weit 
mortally  wonnded.  The  seal  seldotn  imvels  far  from  its  hok, 
(the  open  space  of  water  being  called  so  by  the  Eftquimafli, 
when  the  seals  come  up  for  the  purpose  of  respiraiion,)  and^HB 
if  the  bullet  were  to  strike  him  in  a  vital  part»  be  ni8be«^V| 
the  water,  and  dies  beneath  the  ice.  On  the  departure  of  tki 
Esquimaux,  Commander  Ross  gave  a  certain  quantttj  of  drM 
iish  to  those,  who  had  families,  and  a  smaller  quantity  I0  thorn. 
who  were  single.  The  chief  part  of  the  fish  wrere  thoe«^  wbidi 
had  been  mutilated  by  their  own  dogs:  but  the  m^re  wanKiF 
a  head  or  a  tail  did  not  appear  by  any  means  to  deprectale  tki 
fish  in  their  estimation.  The  natives  were  then  on  iheir  way  H 
Nichilliy  their  dogs  being  loaded  like  asses ;  for  as  tbere  it 
neither  snow  nor  ice  at  this  period  of  the  year,  and  the  confuj* 
ance  by  the  sledge  being  wholly  impracticable,  tbejr  i^Ung  ibttr 
luggage  over  the  back^  of  the  dogs,  like  two  panier^.  Soamd 
tho  dogs,  however,  will  not  submit  to  this  drudgery  :  and* sfl 
the  present  instance,  three  of  them  objected  to  being  put  fo  locA 
a  degrading  occupation;  they  were  therefore  loft  (M^htoiC  1^ 
seek  their  own  living,  and  to  enjny  a  life  of  independrvii4>>,  ■jj^j 
starvation  as  their  compauion.  ^^H 

The    weather    for    the  month   of  August    was    oxcecdiifl^ 
mauspicious;  on  the  16th^   a   heavy   fall  of  snow   look  pbi*    l 
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Kod  il  continued  to  rain  and  snow  alternatelj  throughout  the 
remainder  of  that  day,  and  part  of  the  next.  The  ice  remained 
atationary,  and  no  immediate  proftpeet  of  it  clearing  away, 
part  of  the  crew  were  employed  to  scouring  the  paint  work 
on  the  mejsis  deck ;  whilst  the  remainder  were  employed  in 
finishing-  the  watering  of  the  ship,  whichj  when  completed  on 
the  18th,  exceeded  in  quantity,  rather  more  than  six  tons. 

On  the  19th,  the  weather  was  variable  and  thick.  In  the 
evening,  Commander  Ross  went  on  shore,  and  killed  a  hare 
and  a  plover;  he  also  found  the  grave  of  an  Esquimaux,  and 
brought  the  skull  on  board.  This  skull  supplied  the  place  of 
the  head  of  lilictu,  which  had  been  left  for  the  benetit  of  the 
ahrimps,  in  Felix  Harbour. 

On  the  20th,  the  wind  blew  strong  from  W^  S,  W,  and  the 
ice  setting  N.  K,  On  the  following  day>  however,  the  wind 
veered  suddenly  round  to'  the  eastward,  which,  in  the  situa- 
lioo  in  which  the  Victory  then  was,  was  the  most  adverse  wind^ 
could  blow,  as  there  was  nut  the  slightest  shelter  for  the 
Towards  evening,  the  berg,  to  which  the  vessel  was  fast^ 
ened  astern,  floated,  and  the  bower  anchor  was  immediately  got 
ready*  The  Victory  was  now  in  a  very  awkward  predicament, 
lite  wind  at  east,  blowing  dead  upon  the  land,  which  drove  the 
whole  body  of  the  ice  direct  into  the  place  where  the  ship  lay. 
Fortunately,  however,  the  wind  did  not  continue  long  in  that  quar- 
ter, for,  on  the  22nd,  it  blew  fromtq  e  northward,  with  all  the 
loose  ice  drifting  in  shore.  An  anchor  and  a  hawser  were  taken 
to  a  berg  astern,  it  being  aground,  and  the  ship  was  fastened 
to  it. 

On  the  35th^  five  men  were  sent  on  Yakkee  Hill^  to  build  a 
monument;  but  as  wisdom  sometimes  comes  with  the  growth  of 
age,  it  was  determined  by  Capt.  Ross,  that  this  monnmeot  should 
be  made  of  rock;  for  it  appeared,  that  the  Esquimaux  m  the 
vicinity  of  Felix  Harbour,  had  discovered  the  different  monu- 
nuents,  which  had  been  erected  uf  snow;  and  as  their  gross  and 
unpardonable  stupidity  could  not  discover  any  possible  use  in 
tliem,  they  bad  committed  the  sacrilegious  act  of  demolishmg 
them;  titereby  despoiling  their  country  of  the  haodv^orki^  of  a 
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set  of  men^  whose  equals  they  never  saw  before,  and  whom  it  wai^ 
most  probable  they  oever  would  see  ag-aiu.  ^ 

On   the  evening  of  the  26th,  the  ice   set  in  with   an  over* 
pov^ering  force,  by  which  the  whale  boat  got  a    tremendous 
nip,  which  broke  all  her  timbers  and  five  thwarts,  and  renderni 
her  nearly  wholly  useless.   After  some  labor  she  was  goi  on  board* 
when  Capt.  Ross  determined    that    she   should    be    cut  to  two. 
and   a   four-oared    boat    made  of  one  of  the  part^»     The  wild 
coming  on  to  blow  from  the  south  and  east,   it  was  judged  ad- 
visable to  moor  the  ship  afresh,  and  a  party  were  sent  on  aboi|l 
for  that    purpose.      The  crew  were    afterwards    employed  ^| 
greasing  the  masts,  loosening  sails,  aod  other  duties  nece^sufl 
to  be  performed^  previously  to    the  vessel  leaving  her  second 
winter  harbour:  an  event,  which  was  daily  to  be  looked  for«  afiil 
which    required    a  vigilance   on  the  part  of   the  offic^rs^    tbi^ 
gave  them  littb  leisure  for  any  other  occupation.  f 

Early  on  the  mornir\g  of  the  27th,   the  moorings,    which  Ud 
been  fastened  to  the    shore,  suddenly  snapped,  from  the  li^fv 
strain^   that  was    eonlinually  upon  them:  all  hands  weral 
out  to  secure  the  ship  again,  but  although  it   was  eff^V6 
situation.  In  which  the  vessel  lay,  was  not  considered  as   wl 
exempt  from  danger.      At  8  o'clock  in    the  evening,  the  wi 
blowing    from  the   westward,  the    ice    became    all    io    molic 
driving  to   the  southward   und  the  eastward.      Sijc    of  the 
were  sent  in  one  of  Frattklin's    boats,  for  the  purpose  of  aicer* 
laining  the   state  of  tlie   clear   water,  that  had    opened  io 
northward 

The  28th  was  the   day  of  emancipation  of  the  Viet4)iy  fwm' 
her  long  confinement  in  her  second  winter  harbour.      The  mom- 
ing  broke,  with  fresh  breezes  from  the  south,  but  at  8  o'cluck. 
the  wind  changed   to  the  W,N.W<     All  hands  were  employid . 
in   clearing  the  ice   from  the  ship.     At  9,  hove   the   larbotij 
hawser  taught,  and  then  cut  it,  as  it  was  under  a  piece 
that   was  aground.     Several   hands  were  now  sept  un  she 
bring  off  whatever   remained  belonging   to    the  ship  ;  and 
1  p.  M.  the  ship  was  warped  up  to  windward.    At  4  r.  M, the  ] 
was    made   &st  to    a   piece    of  ground   ice.     Cotniiiaiici«r 
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Ih  a  boats  crew,  now  went  on  shbre,  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
niogf  the  state  of  the  ice,  that  wad  ruiininjgf  out  of  ibe  ^ortb 
[y,  which  had  continued  without  intormission  for  8  or  9  hours: 
i  iherefore  it  was  his  opinion,  thai  there  must  be  an  end  to 
He  ascended  a  very  high  hill,  that  looked  not  only  directly 
o  tbe  bay,  but  also  up  it;  and,  on  his  return  on  board,  he  in- 
med  Capt.  Ross,  that  tbe  ice  seemed  to  be  more  clear,  Accord- 
fly,as  the  wind  was  from  theW.N.W.  they  cast  off,  and  stretcb- 
iklong^  th^  land,  keeping  the  ship  in  the  wind,  for  tbe  purpose 
retting' the  dingey  on  board,  she  being  away  to  cast  off  the  line, 
piece  of  ground  ice  under  their  lee,  obliged  them  to  go  about 
p  on  the  starboard  tack,  by  which  a  great  deal  of  ground  was 
It,  which  was  considerably  increased  by  being  obliged  to 
:e  the  launch  in  tow  astern  of  the  ship,  thereby  hanging  as  a 
id  weight  upon  her,  when  she  ought  to  have  been  entirely 
B  from  every  incumbrance  of  the  kind.  The  ship  having 
yiy  headway,  again  brought  another  berg   under  their  lee, 

R'ph  it  was  found  impossible  to  weather,  and  the  ship  struck 
tt  hd^j^rbuard  bow,  which  shoved  her  head  up;  but,  as  she 
i  not  lose    her  headway,   she   went   about   her  own  length, 
A  look  the  rocks  forehead,  and  her  stern  dropped  in  on  the 
rg,  and  the  rudder  was  knocked  nearly  to  pieces. 
This  accident,  as  it  was  significantly  styled  by  a  certain  party, 
IS  in  reality  any  thing  but  an  accident;  for  it  was  known  to 
the  effect  of  downright  mismanagement.     At  this  particular 
riod,  one  of  those  quarrels  had   taken    place  between  Capl. 
k|Land  his  nephew,  which  had  assumed  almost  the  character 
Hp^gula^  periodical  occurrence,  and  which  actually  threw  a 
(om  over  the  whole  proceedings  of  the  expedition.     On  first 
proaihing  the  berg,  it   was  strongly  recommended  by  Com- 
mder  Ross,  to  go  to  leeward  of   it;  for,  as  the  shin  was  in 

Hi 

tyg,  the  danger  was  great  m  attempting  to  go  to  windward, 
in  the  event  of  the  ship  missing  stays,  there  was  no  other 
ospect,  than  being  driven  right  upon  the  berg»  to  the  desfn-'^ 
in  perhaps  of  the  ship;  at  all  events,  to  the  comir 
c^h  damage,  as  might  render  it  impossible  to  prooP' 
yag«. 
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Had  Capt,  Ross  been  at  thin  time  on  friendly  terms  wUb  bit 
nephew,  it  is  perhaps  probable,  that  be  would  have  condetsceiidtil 
to  follow  his  advice;  but  there  was  something  degrading  nnd 
hufniliatingi  Id  the  idea  of  listening^  to  the  eouoftet^  of  an  irT^r- 
vidual,  who  had  perhaps  transgressed  against  his  high  aulh%i  ^ 
or  who,  in  several  instances,  naight  have  attempted  to  show  idm, 
that  wisdom  and  &gG  do  not  always  accompany  each  other.  Ii 
js  a  feature  of  the  Uuman  character,  allbough  not  a  very  ainiabk 
one,  of  acting  in  direr!  contradiction  to  the  advice  of  those,  wtUi 
whom  we  are  at  enmity ;  as  it  is  a  wound  upon  onr  self-loTfi 
to  suppose  that  we  can  allow  ourselves  to  be  guided  by  tkcittt 
who  have  perhaps  offended  us  in  some  particular  point,  allti 
no  offence  was  in  reality  intended.  In  this  instance*  we 
give  Capt,  Ross  the  credit,  to  suppose^  that  he  was  sol 
grossly  ignorant  of  tlie  management  of  the  ship,  as  not  lo  m$ 
that  the  advice  of  Commander  Ross,  was  at  once  proper  aod 
judicious;  but  he  was  determined  to  verify  the  LaIiq  sdigit 
"  Video  meliorat  sed  proboque  sequor,^  which  may  be  angitcv 
I  saw  that  it  was  proper  to  go  to  leeward  of  the  ^trg, 
1  was  determined  to  go  wrong,  and  went  to  the  windward  of  iC 

The  consequences,  however^  of  this  accident,  were  of 
most  serious  aspect ;  the  ship  was  for  a  time  unmanageable 
in  a  situation,  that  bad  the  wind  come  on  to  blow  with  vioi 
from  the  northward,  the  sailors  would  then  in  reality  bavi 
been  obliged  to  exclaim^  "  Good  bye.  Victory,"^  Dnring  lb 
whole  cif  the  night,  the  carpenters  were  employed  in  repaifiac 
tlie  rudder,  and  as  it  could  only  be  performed  by  lantern  lif  hi* 
the  task  proceeded  slowly  and  insecurely;  independently,  bow* 
ever,  of  this  untoward  event,  the  ship  was  lying  all  the  wb 
with  her  fore  foot  on  the  rocks,  in  the  most  imminent  danger 
having  her  bottom  injured,  or  of  falling  on  her  broadside 
order  to  provide  against  the  latter  calamity,  a  hawser  was  fit 

out  to  the  westward — it  was  a  matter  almost  of  life  or  death ^l 

very  existence  of  the  Victory  depended  upon  this  monoent il 

either  England,  or  a  miserable  residence  perhaps  for  an  iml 
ed  time,    in   a  country  of    desolation    and    wretci 
depended  on  the  strength  and  goodness  of  the   hawser^ 


t 
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I  was  tremendouR — the  men  were  hanging  on  their  hand- 
C-anotber  liaul  of  ihe  capsteni,  and  perhaps  all  was 
H  was  a  moment  of  breathless  expectation — Yo  hoi — 
Is,  exclaimed  Commander  Ross — Yo  hoi  echoed  the 
an — off   she   goeR  1    cried  Commander  Ross, — Helm-a-lee» 

Capt   Ross, — Steady,  ray  lads,  cried  Commander  Ross^-  j 
is  ri^ht, — ^The  Victory  floated   intn  deep    water — she   waa  I 
fed  in  shore  to   the  westward,  and  remained  in  that  position  ' 
Ig  the  whole  of  the  night, 
le  morning'  of   the  29tb,  broke  with  strong  breezes   from 

t south,  ;dl  hands  were  turned  out  as  early  as  3  o'clock 
lorning,  and  the  first  part  of  their  duty,  was  to  sfiip  the 
The  boat  was  hoisted  up,  and  the  vessel  was  once  more 
ay.  The  dingey  was  got  on  board,  and  the  ship  stretcbed 
y  across  the  hay,  towards  the  north  point.  At  5  p.  m. 
ireeaes  fresl»ened»  by  which,  the  jib  was  split,  and  the  mizen 
boom  carried  away;  a  new  jib  was  immediately  bent,  the 
working  hard  to  windward,  Capt.  Ross  now  made  a 
of  bit  lee  boards,  but  their  utility  was  nearly  on  a  par  with 
iteam  engine.  At  7,  set  the  gaff  top-sail  and  fore-top-gal- 
•sail,  some  heary  squalls  coming  on,  with  the  wind  veering 
le  northward  ;  thick  weather  accompanied  with  snow.  They 
entered  a  small  bay  clear  of  ice  ;  the  ship  was  hauled  to  the 
l»  and  put  about  while  in  stays;  the  wind,  however,  baffled 
from  westering,  but  still  having  head-way,  she  ran  so  close 
he  shore,  that  according  to  the  phraseology  of  the  sailors, 
could  spit  their  quids  on  the  rocks, 

be  jib  at  last  took  the  right  way,  and  as  the  ship  came  round, 
Might  with  her  heel  upon  the  rocks,  so  close  to  land,  that 
m  very  easy  to  step  from  the  stern  on  shore.  At  11,  tiM|k 
ed  again,  and  stood  over  to  the  south-west  fihore  ;  tb^^^H 
Bent  away  with  a  forty  fathom  liue,  and  it  was  made  ^^H 
I*;  they  Imve  on  it,  but  it  slipped  off,  the  ship  havi  ^^ 
time  shortened  sail.     The  lead  was  heaved   overboar  ^ 

d  twenty-'three  fathoms  water ;  the  anchor  was  lei  g 
ber  line  run  out,  to  which  the  ship  was  mit  *  ^1 

^on,  Commander  Ross  surveyed  the  bay,  ^^^1 
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JeaBt  variatiou  of  the  vane,  as  if  their  existence  tltipen^l  j 
il.  The  coDfiequQiU'CS  were  well  known  to  all  the  me-u,  Km 
should  be  obhged  lo  winter  in  their  pref^eul  hurbour;  fir  i 
other  fate  then  awaited  thetn.  than  to  travel  to  h'utj  B^ftdkd 
fallowing  spring,  with  the  distressing;  uncerlaiuiY  opoii  tb 
minds,  whether  they  should  find  the  stores  as  they  had  lefithw 
as  on  board  the  Victory,  the  stock  of  proviiiioiis  was  btn 
sufficient  to  last  till  the  following  May,  supposing*  the  m 
be  on  full  allowaoce.  It  w^as,  however^  foreseen  by  the 
that  if  they  wintered  in  their  present  harbour,  some  dimiMi 
would  take  place  in  their  allowance^  with  the  view  of  hasbaB 
a  suflSciency*  to  enable  them  to  travel  to  Fury  Beach  in  the  ^ 
It  mustj  howeveti  have  been  rather  a  severe  trial  for  ihefd 
of  the  men,  to  know  that  the  officers  were  on  full  atlon 
even  to  actual  luxuries^  when  they  were  stinted  in  almost 
individual    article, 

Ji  U  a  trite  truism,  that  the  fate  of  individuak^  and- 
sometimes  of  empires,  depends  upon  a  trifle  ;  and  ka' 
right  to  question  the  veracity  of  the  following  etatemanl^  it 
with  justice  be  saitl,  that  the  fate  of  the  Victory  was  0ei 
the  unpardonable  obstinacy  of  one  individual.  Dnring  tin 
that  the  Victory  was  in  Victory  Harbour,  a  watch  was 
night  and  day,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  a  look-out  for  th 
the  thermometer,  and  other  minutiao  belongings  lo  the  ship 
con5ef|ueuce  of  the  wind  blowing  from  the  soutb>west,  i| 
the  opinion  of  all  on  board,  that  tlie  i(*e  would  make  a  t 
and  so  anxious  was  Mr.  Light  for  this  event,  thai  be  i 
scarcely  get  a  wink  of  slee[>,  but  turned  out  of  hii^  bami 
every  hour,  to  ascertain  the  t*tate  of  the  ice.  At  3  o*cJo4 
the  morning  of  the  1st  September,  Mr«  Light  went  on  deck 
was  rejoiced  to  see  the  bay  ch?ar  of  ice  :  nor  was  thtsfi 
(o  be  seen  in  an  easterly  direction,  for  the  di^tuoce  of  I 
thr^e  milc^  Richard  Wall  at  that  time  had  ttie  waid^ 
Lif^ht  used  every  argument  to  persuade  Wall  to  inform  i 
Capt.  Ross  or  Commander  Ross  of  the  cirttiin&tancY. 
refusal  of  WaW  lev  coivng^  Kka  ^vv^^t  of  the  offit-fyra,  a  pii 
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Tc  i'ction  of  his  duly;  but,  on  th©  other  hand,  we  cannot  wholly 
exonerate  Mr,  Light  in  the  business,  for,  instead  of  turning  into 
his  hammock,  on  receiving  the  obstinate  refusal  of  Wall,  would 
it  hiive  been  a  breach  of  discipline  on  his  part,  if,  in  a  matter, 
on  which,  perhaps,  the  very  success  of  the  expedition  depended, 
and  also  the  existence  itself  of  the  whole  of  the  crow,  he  had 
hastened  to  convey  the  information  of  what  he  had  observed,  to 
either  of  the  commanding  o6Scers?  We,  however,  confess,  that 
we  are  perhaps  arguing  in  the  dark,  not  being  fully  cognizant 
^f  the  relative  situation,  in  which  Light  and  Wall  stood  towards 
each  other:  and  whether  the  former  would  not  in  reality  have 
laid  himself  open  to  a  severe  reprimand,  in  interfering  in  a 
part  iif  the  duty  of  the  ship,  which  did  not  in  any  way  belong 
to  liim*  Tlje  golden  oppoTluuity  was,  however,  lost,  fur,  before 
^ve  o'clock,  the  ice  came  running  into  the  bay  at  a  rapid  rate. 
The  starboard  bower  anchor  was  let  go,  and  all  hands  were 
turned  out  to  secure  the  ship,  which  was  accomplished,  contrary 
to  the  expectations  of  the  major  part  of  the  crew. 

On  the  2d,  the  bay  was  full  of  ice«  In  the  offing,  the  ice  ap-^ 
peured,  accordingly  as  the  tide  flowed  or  ebbed,  north  or  south. 
By  four  o'clock  p.  m,  the  bay  was  clear  of  ice,  the  wind  blowing 
fresh  from  the  north  to  north-west.  The  carpenter  was  em- 
ployed in  caulking  the  whale  boatj  the  remainder  of  the  crew 
in  picking  oakum. 

At  3  o'clock,  in  the  morning  of  theSrd,  all  hands  were  turned 
out  to  heave  the  ship  over  to  the  north,  as  where  she  then  lay. 
Iter  keel  at  times  touched  the  ground.  At  six  o*clock|  Com- 
mander Ross  w^ent,  with  a  boat's  crew,  to  examine  the  state  of 
llie  ice  in  the  passage;  and,  on  his  return  in  about  two  hours, 
reported,  that  it  was  pretty  clear  of  ice,  but  the  wind  was  dead 
foul  against  them*  Towards  evening,  it  blew  a  tremendous 
gnle  from  the  north,  on  which  the  yards  were  pointed  to  the 
wind,  A  heavy  fall  of  snow  ensued,  which  came  driving  with 
the  wind,  with  such  violence,  that  it  was  impossible  for  the 
Tfien  to  stand  up  against  it.  The  ice  also,  impelled  by  the  wind, 
ftin  rapidly  to  the  southward,  accompaivied  w\VV\  ^ \Q*^t ,  VV\\vSx* 
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at   midnight,  was  calculated  to  instil  the  feeling  of  terror  and 
of  awe  into  the  stoutest  heart. 

The  4tb»  being  Sunday,  the  duty  of  the  day  was  perfarinoda 
usual,  after  which,  Cotnmander  Ross  and  Mr.  Me'Diarmid  wrai 
over  the  hills  for  a  walk,  and  reiurned  at  half  pa&t  §ix,  wilb 
hare  and  fseven  grouse.  Having  the  telescope  with  them,  ibej 
were  able  to  distinguish  the  ice  far  to  the  northward,  deu«eh 
packed,  and  close  in  shore;  and  it  was  similarly  situated  aboi 
the  harbour.  The  day  closed  with  a  heavy  ia\\  of  snow,  ai 
strong  gales  fn)m  the  N.W.by  W.  These  gales  continued  un 
HOOD  on  the  fol towing  day,  when  the  weather  becajne  more  mo- 
derate, but  the  wind  still  hanging  to  the  northward,  which*  a< 
concerned  the  Victory  in  getting  out  of  the  bay,  was  the  moil 
adverse  quarter  from  which  it  could  blow.  A  tide  pole  was8et» 
and  at  high  water  the  rise  was  found  to  be  six  feet. 

On  the  6th,  very  heavy  ice  was  setting  fast  into  the  bay ; 
which  every  hand  was  turned  out  to  secure  the  ship,  Wii 
great  difficulty^  she  was  got  into  the  middle  of  the  harbour. 
where  she  received  the  heaviest  nip  that  had  befallen  her.  durJJi^ 
the  whole  of  the  voyage.  So  great  was  the  pressure,  that  dii 
careened  nearly  keel  out,  and  never  righted  for  several  bcMiri» 
during  which  it  was  apprehended,  every  tnoment,  tbat  di» 
would  fall  on  her  beam  ends.  After  the  most  strenuous  szertioi 
the  ice  being  partially  cleared  away,  she  righted  ;  and  t 
with  the  least  possible  delay,  was  got  to  the  head  of 
bay,  and  moored  to  the  rocks,  and  to  a  berg.  The  rudder 
now  unshipped,  and  every  precaution  takes,  to  prevent  il 
recurrence  of  a  similar  disaster,  on  which  perhaps  the  im\ 
fate  of  the  vessel    depended » 

There  was  now  scarcely  a  night,  tlmt  the  men  turned  into  t 
hammocks,  that  they  did   not  expect  to  be   roused   from 
sleep  ;  ami  in  their  hearts  they  vented  their  impreeations  agai 
the  individual,  by  whose  want  of  skill  and  good  munag^ 
the  ship  was  driven  into  her  present  position ;  nor  did  the  fea 
of  the  men  turn  out  to  be   wholly  ground lessp,  in   rt>»giirfl  to 
provi^iou^,  winch  wei<i  %c:tv<i<;\  ci\xvv>  vW.«vv  vcwCu»i^  sottic  vmrt 
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their  (bod  was  more  fit  far  the  a£fed  nnd  deeteptl  mcinljera  nf  a 
workhouse,  thua  for  a  set  of  men,  ^hoso  8lrenj>;th  w.i^  brought 
to  the  Meverest  trials,  and  which  required  to  be  supp^rtod  by 
every  means,  which  the  most  nutritious  aliment  could  product* 
The  convicts  on  board  the  hulk**,  are,  in  a  certain  degree,  belter 
fed  than  were  the  crew  of  the  Victory,  and  at  a  time,  when 
there  was  in  reality,  no  scarcity  of  provisions.  The  breakfast 
of  the  crew  throughout  the  winter,  was  as  follows,  their  bread 
was  served  out  to  them  once  a  week,  which  consisted  of  two 
loaves,  the  weight  of  which  was  about  7tbs,  these  loiives  were 
cut  into'il  pieces,  aUowing  three  meals  a  day ;  so  that  for  break- 
fast, each  man  had  only  5  ounces  of  bread,  and  rather  better 
than  a  pint  of  cocoa  without  sug-ar ;  and  this  meagre  slipslop 
aliowanee  was  thought  sufficient  to  support  the  strength  of 
a  crew^  who  were  hourly  exposed  to  the  most  arduous  labor,  and 
to  a  continual  fatigue,  which  it  was  scarcely  possible  for  the 
hitman  frame  to  support,  even  under  the  most  stimulating  and 
strengthening  aliment. 

The  breakfast  in  the  cabin  was  rather  of  a  different  character. 
The  officers  had  also,  cocoa  for  breakfast,  but  no  restriction  was 
placed  as  to  the  quantity  of  the  sugar ,  for  the  consurn[jtion  of 
that  article,  for  four  days,  was  on  an  average  nine  pounds.  The 
cocoa  was^  however,  not  br>iled  nor  steamed  with  that,  which 
was  to  be  served  out  to  tlie  ships  company;  for  a  pint  of  tLe 
cabin  cocoa  would  make  a  quart,  in  regard  to  strength,  com* 
pared  to  the  company *s.  They  had,  also,  for  breakfast,  either 
preserved  meats,  or  salt  pork  or  beef;  but  throughout  the  winter 
of  1831,  the  cabin  breuivfast  fare  co  si-t  of  dried  salmon^ 
which,  wtlh  a  tierce  of  salted  salmon,  lasted  nearly  the  whole 
of  the  winter;  and  one  of  the  dried  or  salted  salmon  was  worth 
a  dozen  of  those,  th:it  were  pickled,  and  [lacked  in  casks,  the 
greater  part  of  whicli,  were  quite  rotten ;  but  if  perchance,  now 
and  tlaen,  a  good  one  was  to  be  found,  it  was  immediately  des- 
tined for  the  table  of  the  cabin;  independently, of  which,  there 
was  DO  restriction  placed  upon  the  olficers,  in  regard  to  their 
allowance  of  breadt  the  sup|>ly  being  always  avV^i\\\\\\'fc  \o  vW\x 
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ilie  same  difference  existed  in  regard  to  the  dinners  :  ^liaf 
the  crew,  consisting  of  a  small  q^unntity  «>f  bailey  simmj 
the  j>ortion  of  bread  of  fi,?e  ounces,  formerly  allude 
piece  of  sail  pork  or  beef,  or  preserved  meat,  accoirdi^  as  llii 
day  came,  appomted  for  each  kind  of  meat*  On  those  day^ 
however,  when  fish  was  served  out  to  the  men,  they  ha^  no  mcii^ 
at  all,  on  which  account,  they  frequently  complained,  that  tl|ur 
were  as  hungry  after  their  dinner,  as  they  were  before  it*  T)^ 
following  s  ll»e  manner,  in  whicli  the  barley  broth  was  made; 
and  some  idea  may  then  be  formed  of  the  degree  of  nutritioa- 
which  it  contained;  at  all  events,  a  correct  judgment  tn^fU 
arrived  at,  whether  it  were  sufficient  to  keep  np  the  strenj^th  (* 
the  men,  without  some  oth-er  additional  nutriment.  Three  pints o( 
barley  were  put  into  a  copper,  full  of  snow,  and  as  the  snoi^ 
melted»  a  further  supply  was  put  in,  until  a  sufficiency  of  irat« 
was  obtained.  On  the  water  coming  to  a  boil,  a  piece  of  salf 
beef  or  pork,  about  the  weight  of  four  pounds,  was  put  intQ  it 
and  then  it  was  allowed  to  boil  for  three  or  four  hours  j  or,  t^nt 
the  dinner  hour  of  the  crew,  which  was  12  o^clock.  It  m 
then  served  out  to  every  man^  in  an  equal  proportion^  almost  tq 
a  grain  of  barley,  and  this  meagre,  stinted  fare,  was  for  seven- 
teen menl!  Their  supper  consisted  of  aboat  a  pint  of  cocfs^ 
with  the  aforesaid  portion  of  bread.  In  several  instances,  th< 
men  have  been  known  to  cat  their  weekly  portion  of  bread  in 
two  days;  for  when  the  bread  was  served  out,  it  was  gencrallj 
newy  and  the  men, to  use  the  phrase  in  the  manuscript  before  u^ 
did  not  then  know  when  to  knock  off.  On  the  other  hand,  sooit 
of  them  were  so  desirous  io  husband  their  scanty  allowance 
through  the  week,  that  they  frequently  exposed  their  loaf  latl)!l 
frost,  in  order  that  it  might  get  so  hard,  that  it  could  only  be  ci 
with  the  hand-saw.  ^ 

Before    entering    into   any  comments  on   this  truly  cutp*b)i 
conduct    of   Capt.    Ross    towards    his    men,    from    wbcim   Im 
I   expected  the  strength  of  a  Hercules,  and  the  power  of  a  VolcsJ^ 
il  may  be  curious  to  see  the   opposite  siile  of  the  picttif%JA 
which,    he    himself   forms  the   most    prominent    characterful 
geated  at  the  head  of  his  table  in  the   cabin^  aod  castiog  '1 
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stronamic  eye  upon  the  f«avotiry  dislies,  as  they  were  placed 
re   liim,  by  the  steward.     The  first  course  cooRisted   of  a 

Imon,  fried  and  boiled  ;  shrimp  sauce  was  not  much  relished 
I.  ihe  table,  as  it  g^ave  ri^e  to  some  uopleasant  associations  coll- 
ected with  the  flesh  of  the  heads  of  llliciu  atid  the  bear,  on 
Itich  the  shrimps  were  still  feeding  at  no  isfreat  distance  from 
lem;  the  fish  having  disappeared,  with  the  exception  of  its 
isified  parts,  which  generally  formed  one  of  the  perquisites 
r  old  Tom;  the  Scotch  question  was  generally  put,  by  Capt. 
loss,  of  "  what  is  Latin  for  goose  T'  The  answer  is  always  sup- 

ised  to  be,  a  glass  of  the  best  Farintosh ;  but  in  default  of  that 

spiring  beverage,  an  excellent  substitute  was  found    in  a  dram 

'*♦  my  friend  Booth's  best  cordial" 

The  first  course  being  concluded,  a  salubrious  pause  ensued, 
nd  whilst  yet  the  pungent  flavour  of  the  juniper,  hung  upon 
he  palate  of  the  officers,  tlje  steward  entered,  bearing  before  him 

lureen  nf  hare  soup,  or  in  default  of  the  carcass  of  that  animal 

log  on  board,  the  soup  was  made  of  pease,  of  barley  or  vegeta- 
tes. The  barley  soup,  being  in  comparison  to  that  served  out 
J  the  crew,  as  a  basin  of  arrow  root,  or  tapioca,  to  one  of  water 

mel  or  nettle  broth.  After  the  soup  had  been  properly  amalga- 
mated with  the  salmon,  in  the  intestinal  receptacles  of  Capt. 
^osa,  another  pause  took  place,  preparatory  to  the  introduction 
if  a  still  more  substantial  dish,  which  was  generally  a  pie,  made 
f  preserved  meats,  with  beef  or  pork,  and  preserved  vegetables. 
Slot  with  greater  delight  could  Capt,  Ross  make  an  incision  into 

is  favourite  national  compound  of  liver,  lights,  garlic,  and  oat- 
leal,  yclep'd  a  haggis ;  and  immortalized  by  Burns,  by  the  title  of 

the  chieftain  of  the  pudding  race,"  than  he  evinced,  when  mak- 
ag  the  fir^st  angular  cut  into  the  crust  of  the  savoury  pie.  The 
team,  which  thence  issued  to  regale  his  odorat,  was  to  him  more 
elightful,  Ihan  even  the  steam,  which  is««ued  from  the  funnel 
f  his  engine;  and  brilliant  and  bright  was  the  fire  of  his  eyes, 
irben^  on  lifting  the  farinaceous  covering,  the  internal  contents 
si    upon    bis   vision,    swimming    in    their    highly  seasoned 

ledium  of  Gamblers  piquante  gravy.  Not  yet,  however,  was  the 
epast  complete,  but  as  a  solid  superficial co^ei\i\^\.a  ^\v^  N^XwX^t 
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appeared,  a  baked  plum  pudding,  in  which,  Hhe  fruil  abi 
in  the  tatlo  of  10  to  K  when   coni[iared  to  the  pu 
on  c^^rttLin  holidays  was  aiade  for  the  men,    in  wiitcti  tlie 
appeared  to  be  on  such  bad  terms  with  each  other,  that,  lo 
from  courting  each  otherV  company,  they  seemed  resolied 
shew  themselves   at   the  utmost    poi^sible    distance    frufv^ 
other;  or   they  might  he   compared  to  the  Yisils  of  the  ai 
to    this  world,  very  few  and  far  between. 

Even  the  murkiest  night  has  now  and  then  a  star  to  t)i 
the  obscurily ;  and  there  are  few  minds,  however  dull  and  ii 
which  do  not  now  and  then  exhibit  a  scintillation  of  Inteli 
power*     The  must  grave  and  saturnine  character  can  at 
put  on  a  smile,  and  a  flash  of  wit  may  at  some  particular  perioi 
irradiate  even  the  mind  of  the  dull  and  posing  maiheinaticki. 
From  these  abstract  truths  it  ceases  therefore  to  be 
iif  wonder,  that  a  pun  or  a  jest,  or  a  stroke  of  humour  noir 
then  shot  forth  from  the  grave  and  gloomy  mind  of  Capt  R 
and  at   no  period  was  that  phenomenon   more  Ukety  lo 
than  after  he   had  satisfied  the   cravingt  of  his    appetite, 
proporlitmatG  admixture  of  salmon,  soup,  pie  and    puddinf^. 
is  true,  that  Johnson  has  declared,  that  his  mental  facultj 
never    more  obtuse  than   after  a  good  dinner ;    but    no« 
componere  farva,  which  means  that  the   n^n    is    a  sioipl 
who  compares  great  things  with  small,  or  in  other  wards,  Jr^li 
son  with  Capt.  Ross ;  and  therefore  wliatever  might  havt 
the  case  with  Johnson,  it  certainly  was  not  similarly  cootlitt 
with  Caj>t,  Ross,     Exempli  gratia,  Capt,  Ross  had  jyst 
cated  from  the  slice  of  pudding  on  his  plate,  one  of  the 
of  the  raisins,  when  turning  to  Mr.  Mc'Diarmid,  with  an  air 
great   self-satisfaction,   holding   the    raisin  between    his  dr 
finger  and  his  thumb,  he  inquired,  **  Whom  do  you  think 
now  resemble  V  The  question  waa  a  po^er  to  the  dc}et4>r»  be 
tiitu  there  were  many  things  in  animate  life,  wlioio  bis  wi 
captain  resembled;  but  he  remembered  the  adage«  that  **'t\ 
was  not  to  be  told  at  all  times  f'  ut  all  events,  he  did  not  fbl 
the  example  of  the  sycophant  in  Hamlet*  and  declare,  thai 
W%»  very  like  a  wWVe,  ti\v\v^>^^  \\i  cn\ft  \f»v\£uWr  th 
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^bl  have  heltl  f^ood.     Not  more  anxiouslj  could  that 

'  bigoted  stupidity  and  intellectual  dulnesSp  the  duka 

ier,  await    the  answer  to  one  of  his  sapient  eoniin- 

1  his  toad-eater,  than  the  conninander  of  the  Victory, 

Mr,  McDiarmid  for  his  answer.  To  the  son  of  Elsculaf 

lution  of  the  problem  of  the  quadrature  of  the  circle 

taps  have  been  an  easier  task — "  Do  you  give  it  up  V* 

the    captain.     "  I  could  compare    you,   with  great 

said  Mr,  McDiarmid,  "  to  some  of  the  great  men  of 

iLndeven  of  modern  times;  but  I  fear  I  should  shock 

*known  sense  of  modesty/*     **  Pooh  f  exclaimed  Capt, 

need  not  go  so  far  back  as  Alexander  or  Confucius, 

ambiance:  my  name  is  Jack,  is  it  not?'*    "Certaidy^*^ 

pr.  Mc'Diarmid,     ^  Thenr  said  Capt.  Ross,  "the  re- 

is  two- fold — for  do  I    not  at  this   moment  resemble 

Horner  ?  did  he  not  put  in  hia  thumb,  and  pull  out  a 

have  I  not  done  the  same  ?"    Capt.  Ross  burst  into 

igh,  and  so  did  the  remainder  of  the  officers^ — but,  in 

of  the  two  parties,  there   was  both  a  resemblance  and 

ie:  the  captain     laughed  at  himseir,  and  the  officers 

rbim  I  the  former  laughed  at  his  own  wit,  the  latter 

ishness.     The  poet   ta ureal   of  the  Victory  did    not 

circumstance  to    escape   him^  far,  on  turning  to  his 

find  the  following  written  on  the  7th  of  September, 


The  great  Capt,    Ross, 
Both  haughty  and  cross^ 

Was  eating  hla  puddlog  and  pie^ 
He   put  in   bis  thumb. 
And   pulled   out  a   plum. 
And  said  what  a  creat  fool  am  I. 


perhaps  have  given  to  this  anecdote  a  higher  degr 
^hment  than  its  merits  deserve ;  but  as  the  scene  t 
i  place  in  the   cabin  of  the  Victory^  il  may  stand 
of 

Tlie  femst  orreafoa  ai»d  the  flow  of  tovlf 


ered  the  cabin  banquets  so  delightful 
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H,         Fram  this   erralio  trip  intu  iVie  regioti«  of  F  .^ 

B       the  more  beaten  path    of  sober  reality .  in  wbi 

H.      our  guide  ;  and  where,  if  we  do  at  times  venture  lb  sirav, 

^^^F^  Froii'  j^rave  ta  $ay,  Tfoiii  lively  to  wtrikwrn^  ' 

H       we  are  drawn  back  by  the  genius  of  Hif^i^r^-    t^   a   miifo.iiliirt 
B(      and  rigid  performance  of  our  duty.  ,    ,^ 

Hj  The  dinner  in  the  cabin  of  the  Vtotofy  is  nearty  closed  ;  tod, 

with  the  unnecessary  adjunct  of  a  Siilton  cheese,  the  appet 
all  may  be   said  to  be  appeased.     Seldom^  however*   viu  ^ 
^      table  without  some  game,  animal  or  feathered  ;  for  altboog))  l^ 
men  were  certainly,  in  the  majority  of  ea&es,  allowed  l<o  k«if 
the  game  they  killed,  yet    it  was  very  seldom  that  thev  tM 
obtain  permission  to  leave  the  ship*  to  shoai  on  their  qv^n 
count;  and  when  the  leave  was  obtained*  it  was  generally 
Sunday,  a  day  on  which  Capt.  Parry  would  not  allow  a  gua 
be  fired.     Some  of  the  best    shots,  particularly  Abemethj 
Wall,  were  frequently  sent  on  a  shooting  expedition,  bat  ibe  ffo^ 
duce  was  destined  for  the  table  of  the  cabin;  although  il  ttool 
to  be  supposed,  that  they  produced  to  Capt*  Roks  all  thepijof 
they  killed.     In  one  instance.  Wall  shot  at  one  fire  thr^  r'-^*^' 
out  of  four:  two  of  them  certainly  found  their  way  to   ih^ 
taints  table,  but  one  of  them  was  privately  cooked  for  one  q(0» 
messes;  although  it  was  found  necessary  to  have  it  dre«i^  m 
the  same  day  and  hour  as  Capt.  Ross"*  goose,  from  a  (ear  dl 
the  smell  of  the    bird,  whilst  baking,  would  betray  to  him*  til 
the  men  had  at  times  other  fare  to  live  upon  than  b«rley  bi4fl 
and  eopoa.  1 

The  distinction  in  the  quality  of  the  daily  beverage  betvM 
the  men  and  the  officers,  was  also  not  less  striking.  SmM 
melted    into  water,    is  not  at  anytime  considered  uikjI 

to  health:  it  was,  however,  for  a  considerable  per v>u.  ir>iy  <iiB 
drink,  which  the  crew  of  the  Victory  could  enjoy-  whilil  fl 
officers  in  the  cabin  regaled  themselves  with  wine  twice  m  wflfl 
L  and  the  intervening  days  with  snow  water  al^i — ^b«it  iknA 
■  was  deprived  o^  '\\.%  vvv\\«\q\x%  ^Ste^\»,  ^  a  ^ruportionate  fid 
tily  of  ibe  \>tuducl  ol  ^Sx^NN VA^v^W^A  ek\%\\^^\>s .  ■ 
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Pftrhaps  all  further  coinmeots  are  superfluous  on  this  truly 
impalitic  conduct  ou  the  part  of  Capt.  Ross,  which,  was  in  itself 
one  of  the  causes,  which  alienated  from  him  the  good  will  and 
esteem  of  his  men,  and  rendered  them  actually  ineapablo  uf 
performing  the  duties  of  the  ship,  with  that  energy  and  de- 
spatch, which,  in  some  eases,  was  so  essentially  necessary.  No 
doubt  can  be  entertained,  that  it  became  the  commander  of  a 
ship,  and  particularly  of  one,  under  the  trying  circumstances,  in 
which  the  Victory  was  placed,  to  husband  his  resources,  with 
the  utmost  spirit  of  economy;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  consider- 
ing the  desperate  situation  in  which  Capt.  Ross  found  himself; 
turrounded  by  the  gloomy  prospect  of  passing  another  dreadful 
winter  amongst  the  ice,  with  the  terrible  certainty  attached  to 
it  that  on  the  approach  of  the  milder  season^  he  would  have  to 
kbaudon  his  ship, 


With  the  world  before  himt  where  to  choose 
iri<t  pluce  of  re^t,  and  Providenoe  hU  guide  ; 


it  ought  to  have  been  his  chief  study,  to  have  supported  the 
spirits  of  his  men  by  every  means  in  his  power,  and  not  to  have 
allowed  them  to  droop  from  causes,  which  he  could  so  easily  have 
remedied.  The  fare  of  a  felon,  in  an  English  prion,  was  in 
many  respects  superior  to  that,  which  fell  to  the  lot  of  the 
crew  of  the  Victory  ;  and  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  system  of 
smuggling,  as  the  sailors  termed  it.  of  a  certain  portion  of  the 
tame  and  other  animalsi  particularly  some  parts  of  the  musk 
oxen,  that  were  killed^  it  is  a  question,  wbether  the  strength 
of  the  men,  would  have  been  so  maintained,  as  to  have  enabled 
them  to  perform  the  common  duties  of  the  ship.  Neither  com- 
plaint nor  remonstrance  appeared  to  have  any  effect  upon  tho 
disposition  of  Capt^  Ross;  in  vain  the  men  represented  to  him, 
that  the  fish,  especially  that,  which  was  preserved  in  vinegar^ 

Ewas  not  fit  for  human  consumption  ;  at  all  events,  that  they  could 
hoi  satisfy  their  appetif-  before  they   bad   partaken 

mucb  of  it,  it  oceai  n  some  cases  a  if\ti 

dysentery ;  this   lo  f    met. 


I 
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with  that  attention,  i^bich  it  deserved;  Capl.  Ross  had  chalk«d 
^■ttit  for  himself  a  certain  Hne  of  conduct,  and  although  futuitt*' 
^Hirtumatances  might  lend  to  convince  him,  that  it  was  fouodol 
^Kn  error  and  prejudice,  still  it  was  pereevered  in,  with  a  miMt 
I  unaccountable  apathy,  as  if  self  alone  were  the  pfedominajit 
'  principle,  before  which^  all  other  consideraUona  were  to  be  oomm 
^_^idered  as  amounting  to  a  null.  ..,  t« 

^P  Comparisons  are  said  to  be  odious^  but  in  some  cases  they  af»«>* 
r  productive  of  good  ;  for,  in  many  respects,  they  are  the  f>fuide  ^('i 
;  truth,  or^,  at  all  events,  to  the  belter  representation  of  our  c^nn- 
^^duct  on  certain  points,  when  it  was  either  difficult  to  draw  a 
^P^ositive  line  of  action,  or^  that  the  judgment  itself  was  not  siroopl 
enough  to  determine  the  proper  distinction  between  the  circuni' 
stances,  by  which  that  action  is  to  be  regulated,  and  by  wbick 
the  justness  or  culpability  of  the  act  is  at  once  deckled*  It  is 
true,  that  many  men,  from  a  notion  of  false  pride^  disdain  to* 
follow  in  the  track  of  others,  as  it  is  supposed  that  it  attaches 
to  them  a  littleness  iind  insignificance  of  character^  which,  in  tb# 
opinion  uf  the  world,  are  apt  to  render  a  man  despicable  un6 
contemptible.  Thus,  for  instance,  Capt.  Ross  might  have coiiai*' 
dered  it  as  a  stain  upon  his  general  character,  if  he  had  con- 
descended to  follow  the  example  of  Capt,  Parry;  and  certainly  tbo 
former  could  not  have  been  ignorant  of  the  manner,  in  which  ifaa 
latter  conducted  the  expedition,  of  which  he  had  ike  coDimaod^iii 
re<:rard  to  the  particular  attention,  which  be  paid  to  the  h^allh 
and  comfort  of  his  meu,  as  well  as  the  extreme  liberality,  whieb 
he  always  evinced,  in  seconding  any  pursuit  or  plan,  by  whicli 
their  happiness  could  be  promoted :  nor  could  Capt,  tbom  ht 
ignorant  that  there  were  several  on  board  the  Victory,  who  Itad 
sailed  with  Capt.  Parry^  on  almost  ail  his  expeditioDa«  and 
therefore  it  was  most  natural  for  them  to  institute  a  comparisoQ 
of  the  two  modes  of  treatment  adopted  by  their  former  an^'' 
their  present  commander,  and  the  question  then  becomes  not  of 
difficult  solution,  as  to  which  of  the  two  would  prepond^Mte  in 
the  scale  of  their  estimation. 

There  is,    however,  another  eir€umstaji€e«  which  places  ibt 
^conduct  of  Capt.  Roes,  in  a  still  more  extraordinary  light.     It 


Last    V0YA6K  c»^  CAW*.   R09».  559 

t  f  J  u 

must  \te  admitted,  that  he  had  a  mcist  disheartening  proRpect 
before  him,  and  sufficient  almost  to  harrow  up  the  energies  of 
any  man,  who  is  not  cast  in  the  mould  of  a  Napoteon,  or  a  Marco 
PtAo  It  was  evident  to  all  the  erew,  and  consequently  it  is  not 
be  supposed,  that  Capt.  Ross  was  the  only  person  on  board, 
who  was  ill-infarmed  on  the  subjecl,  that  they  never  should  be 
able  to  get  the  ship  out  of  the  harbour,  in  which  she  then  lay ; 
and  consequently,  that  on  abandoning  the  vessel,  a  great  part  of 
the  provisions,  which  were  of  a  bulky  nature,  must  of  necessity 
he  left  behind.  So  convinced  were  the  crew  of  this  fact,  thai 
in  regard  to  themselves,  they  knew  that  they  should  have  to  leave 
all  their  apparel  behind  them,  and,  therefore,  in  anticipation  of 
that  event,  they  employed  themselves  in  cutting  up  their  clothes, 
to  make  out  of  them  the  best  suit  ttiey  could  for  traveliing;  and 
so  busy  were  the  sailors  in  this  occupation,  that  their  berths 
might  be  compared  to  a  tailor's  shop,  although  they  had  just 
reaMiii  to  complain,  that  a  ffoose  was  seldom  to  be  found  in  them. 

onaistently    with   this   principle,  Capt.   Ross  must    also   have 

oown,  that  in  the  manner,  in  which  they  would  be  obliged  to 
travel,  he  must  necessarily  leave  a  great  part  of  his  provisions  in 
the  ship,  and  this  turned  out  eventually  to  be  the  case.  Then,  as 
the  abandonment  of  the  ship  was  reduced  almost  to  a  certainty, 
the  niggardly  manner,  in  which  the  provisions  were  doled  out, 
which  formed  a  part,  that  wotild  have  to  be  left  behind,  appeared 
t<i  the  crew,  as  an  act  of  perverseness,  which  they  attributed 
to  a  characteristic  infirmity  of  the  individual,  of  which  uofortu^ 
nately  they  were  destined  to  be  the  victims. 

We  speak  it  advised  ly«  that  on  the  return  of  the  crew  to  their 
native  country,  one  of  the  chief  eau'^es  of  their  complaints,  was, 
the  treatment  which  they  received,  in  regard  to  their  fujd.  The 
country  itself,  in  which  they  wLniori^d;  particularly  in  the  year 
1834,  was  by  no  means  destitute  of  those  birds  and  winiaiaU, 
from  which  the  sailors,  had  Ihey  been  permilt 
procured  for  themselves,  an  ample  supply  of  gi 
some  provisions:  grouse  and  hares,  if  noi  io  aei 
were  atill  su  plentiful,  that  a  tolerable   tpor 

ing   home  two  or  three  brace  of  -Tr 
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tho  latter  ;  in  fiict,  in  many  instances,  the  officers  have  bfoti^bl 
borne  four  brace  of  grouse,  and  a  leash  of  hares;  but,  aUhoug^h 
the  game  laws  were  not  actually  introduced  into  the  eoutitry, 
the  whole  of  it  was  a  kind  of  preserve,  jn  which  only  a  fei« 
particular  individuals  were  allowed  to  sport ;  and  if,  now  sac 
then»  leave  were  granted  to  an  unqualified  person,  to  sport  over 
the  manor,  it  was  under  the  restriction,  that,  like  the  hired 
game-keeper,  the  whole  of  the  game,  that  was  killed,  was  to  Ihi 
brought  to  the  individual,  who,  as  the  representative  of  the 
monarch,  that,  by  some  precious  instance  of  good  fortune,  bait 
lately  had  so  valuable  a  territory  annexed  to  his  dominions,  was^ 
until  the  will  of  the  said  motmrch  be  farther  known,  jusiJy 
entitled  to  receive  all  the  produce  of  the  country,  no  matter 
where,  nor  by  whom  it  was  obtained. 

It  was,  perhaps,  no  bad  stroke  of  policy,  on  the  part  of 
Ross,  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  the  poor  benighted  na 
the  belief,  that  the  propriatorship  of  all  the  seals  and  waf 
was  vested  in  him,  and  that  they  were  so  far  underbid  eontroil, 
that  not  one  of  them  could  be  killed,  unless  bis  will  o 
it.  Acting  under  this  false  impression,  the  natives  9om< 
brought  a  seal  to  the  ship,  as  if  it  were  nothing  more,  than  deli< 
vering  up  the  property  to  the  rightful  owner;  and  bj  thai* 
means,  a  regular  supply  of  food  was  obtained  for  the  dogs,  with- 
out which,  it  would  have  been  difficult  to  keep  them  alive^  or  Up 
maintain  thetn  in  such  a  condition,  as  to  enable  them  to  dnw 
the  sledges.  This  vcty  circuro stance  was,  however,  freqtteirtlf 
seized  upon  by  the  crew,  as  the  basis  of  the  cooipariaon 
tween  themselves  and  the  brutes :  for  if  it  could  not  be  expid- 
ed  of  the  latter,  that  they  could  perform  the  labor  imputnl 
upon  them,  if  not  properly  fed,  how  much  less  could  il  be  tt- 
pocted  of  them*  if  they  were  fed  on  such  weak  insipid  fbod^t* 
cocoa  and  barley  broth,  the  nutrition  of  which,  paiticuUrty 
latter,  consisted  in  the  insignificant  quantity  of  glutei],  w 
could  be  extracted  from  three  pints  of  barley,  and  the  j| 
which  could  be  drawn  by  decoction,  from  3  or  4  pouili 
«aited  beef  or  pork.  There  is,  however,  always  a  gremi 
tainty  existing  as  to  the  time,  when  the  consequeDoea  of 


LAST    VOWAGB    OW    CAPT,  RMfl. 


!?6l 


JHCliom    bejin  to  disfilay  Ihenisrives;  and  many  there  are,  *^iio 
.fjils«lv  flaller  themselves^  lliat  because  Uiose  consequences  da 
^tKit I  immediately  shc>w  themsetves,  Ih^y  stand  for  ever  exera[jM 
from  them*     Thus,  Capt.  Ro«s  saw  ncil  any   parttcalar    conse^l 
.  queoces  resulting  immediately  from  the  system  of  diet,  to  which  ■ 
Jiis  mea  were  restricted^  but  a  short  time  wtl  perhaps  sh6w  him^ 
ilbiit  his    calculations  were  buili  on   fulac     principle^i    and  his 
conducts  the  result  of  a  weak  and  partial  judorment, 
.,,  fl  was  nearly  dark,  on  the  evening  uf  the  7th  September,  that 
•a  party  of  Esquimaux^  helono^inf^  to  the  family  of  Tuluark,  came 
IQ  the  ship,  compIainin<T  much   of  the  want  of  provisions,  wliichJ 
appeared  rather  strange  to  the  officer!«i,  when  it  was  well  kno\Tn 
*o  Ihem,  that   their  stow-hutes   were   full   of    fish,  and   perhaps 
better  filled,  than  ever  they  experienced  before,  on  account  of 
ibe  great  number  of  fish,  that  had  been  ^iven  to  them,  on  thoJ 
dtfiereot  fishing  parties,  which  the  men  beiong^ino^  to  the  Victory* 
fjould  not  brino^  away  with  them.     It  appeared,  however,  from 
llie  statement  of  these  people,  that  each  season  has  its  appointed 
kind  of  food,  in  the  same  manner,  a«  disting-uishes  more  favored 
^puntries.    In  the  summer,  they  generally  resort  to  their  stow- 
holes,  when  their  principal  diet  is  fish,  as  the  seals  have  then 
migrated  to  other   quarters;  about   the  month   of   September, 
liewever,  the  seals  begin  to  make  their  appearance,  but  as  yet, 
very  few  had  been  seen.     Three  or  four  had  been  shot  by  the 
officers,  and  by  some  of  the   crew,  particularly  Abernethv  ;  and 
^f  this  circumstance  had  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  natives 
on  their  previous  visits  they  now  presented  themselves  before  f he 
graat  Aagekok  to  pray  his  mterference  with  the  seals,  to  force 
them  to  appear  in  greater  numbers.    They  had  applied  to  their 
own  Angekokj  and  he  had  accordingly,  paid  a  visit  to  the  spirit, 
who,  io  the  tower  regions,  holds  dominiou  over  the  seats,  and  a 
terrible  conflict,  according  to  the  representation  of  the  Angekok, 
l^ad  taken  place  between  them.     In  the  end,  however,  the  great 
spirit  was  obliged   to   succumb  to  his  superior  prow^^,  and   a 
promise  was  given,  that  the  seaU  should  be  set  ut  liherty,    For 
some  reason,  however,  which  they  could   not   exarrtly  divia€^ 
24.  4  c 
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(although   lliey  had  iheir  suspicions  on  the  subject,)  llie^ra 

spirit  had  failed  in  keeping  his  lironiise— the  seals  were  still  bei 

from  visiting  the  upper  world,  find  the  consequence  of  ^^^H 

was,    that    unless  the   spirit  below,  could   by   some   means  1 

brought  to  his  senses,  and  forced  to  forego   his   hold  upon  ll 

8eats,  the  whole  of  the  tribe  would  be  reduced  to  starvatioi 

Under  this  pressing  exigency,  to  whom  could  they  dppljTi'fl 

the  greater  hope  of  averting   so   great  a  calamity,  than  ffll 

mighty  Angekok  on  board  *'  the  great  house/'  as  the  Victoryjl 

termed?  for  they  were  thoroughly   convinced,  that  hehad'v 

his  power,  to  give  the  refractory  spirit  below,  such   a  hNn 

drubbings  that  he  would  be  glad  to  relinqiiish  his  dominiol^^ 

only  over  the  seals,  but  also,  over  all    the  other  animals,  iH 

had  thrown  themselves  under  his  protection.  V 

When  an  individual  has  once  succeeded  in  impressing'fH 

the  mind  of  another,  a  sense  of  his  superior  dignity  and  iwl^M 

ance,  it  becomes  him  to  be   very  circumspect  in  adopttn^S 

line  of  conduct,  by  which,  fie  might  so  far  commit    himsetfn 

to  excite  a  suspicion,  that   his  dignity  and  importance  h^| 

reality,  as  much  substantiality  in  them,  as  the  foam  on  th9l| 

of  the  billow,  or  the  mist  on  the  summit  of  the  mountain.    Il 

hanna    Southcott   succeeded  in  persuading  a   set  of  foals  al 

idiots,  that  she  was  pregnant  with  young  Shiloh.     Mr.  O'Ciflfl 

his  succeeded  in  convincing  the  people  of  Ireland,  that  U^| 

certainly  sent  amongst  them,  by  St*  Paul,  St*  Peter,  or  8(«  Pifl 

to  frighten  my  lords  Althorpe  and  Brougham  into  fits,  wil^| 

power,  that  he  possesses  over  two  millions  of  the  *•  finest  pm 

fed  pisantry''  in  the   world ;  and  Capt.   Ross  has  8ucceL*ded 

convincing  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  thstll 

benefits  which  science  and  navigation  have  derived  from  bii  'H 

voyage,  justly    entitle  him  to    £5000  from  the    public  ||^ 

Now  it  is  not  to  be  supposed,  thai  any  one  of  thistriumvrral^| 

regard  to  the  lirst.mentioned  personage,  the  iricism  be  allowiii 

would   commit  a  single  action,   by  which  their  dupej  ca  ^ 

disabused  of  the  opinion,  which  they  had  formed^  aithougk  I 

certain  suspicions  will  at    imes  intrude  themselves  Mpo«  ■ 
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Bolicey  that,  when  the  voyage  of  Captaio  Ross,  ok  writt€n  by 
himself,  makes  its  appearance^  some  of  the  members  of  theafore- 
aaid  committee  will  look  at  each  other,  with  a  sheepish  stare  of 
wonder  and  astonishment. 

Judging  from  the  foregoiDg  cases,  we  may  be  warranted  in 
drawing  the  conctuBion,  that  Capt.  Ross  would  not  commit  a 
siDgte  action,  which  could  tend  to  alter  the  opinion,  which  the 
oatiTes  had  imbibed,  touching  his  supernatural  powers,  and 
the  consequent  controul,  which  he  held  over  the  animals  in  iheir 
mibmariue  resideneed.  Ho  was,  however,  placed  in  a  very  tick- 
lish situation ;  for^  if  he  proceeded  to  put  his  supernatural  powers 
into  action,  the  chances  were  greatly  against  hiui,  that  one 
additional  seal  would  come  out  of  its  hole,  to  be  run  through  the 
body  by  a  spear^  or  to  have  a  bullet  shot  through  its  headi  and 
then  his  influence,  as  a  mighty  Angekok  was,  like  Wolsey^s 
greatness,  gone  fur  ever.  On  the  other  hand,  if  he  did  not  put 
his  supernatural  powers  into  action,  he  would  appear  in  the  eyes 
o(  the  natives,  a^  the  instrument  of  their  starvation  ;  for,  although 
he  might  not  be  the  immediate  cause,  yet  if  he  had  it  in  his 
power  to  prevent  it,  and  refused  to  do  it,  he  was  directly  an 
accessory  to  all  the  suflerings  they  might  endure*  and  eventually 
perhaps  to  their  rerj  death.  This  is  a  striking  proof  of  the 
great  danger,  which  a  man  runs,  in  taking  upon  himself  a 
character*  which  does  not  belong  to  him»  or  the  duties  of  which 
he  is  unable  to  perform^ 

If  Capt.  Ross  had  confined  himself  in  his  official  capacity,  as 
the  commander  of  the  Victory,  to  the  nautical  affairs  of  his  ship, 
and  to  the  great  object  of  his  expedition,  and  left  Angekokivtj 
to  those,  who  were  deeper  initiated  in  its  mysteries^  it  amounis 
almost  to  a  certainty,  that  he  would  not  have  found  himself  in 
the  strange  dilemma,  in  which  he  was  now  placed.  It  is, 
however,  the  characteristic  of  superior  minds,  to  emancipate 
themselves  from  an  embarrassment,  with  a  certain  tact  and 
readiness,  which  the  ignoble  mind  can  never  reach :  the  dolt 
will  let  an  opportunity  pass,  which  the  individual,  whose  mind 
IS  upon  the   alert,  will    greedily  seize  upon,  and    wlvVcU  \a»^i 
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cliimaiely  b©  tlie  meaos  of  carrying  him  tliroogli  his  Htffletift? 
wi'nh  credit  and  advantage. 

The  natives  were  thoroughly  tionvioced,  ihal  ibe  fs^als  W€ 
under   the   dominion  of  Capt,  Ross  ;  on  the  other    hand,  Caf 
Rose  was  thoroughly  convinced « that  the  conviction  of  the  native 
wa&  decidedly  falfie;  nevertheless,  it  was  politic  in  him,  fbr  * 
cogent  reasons,  to  suffer  them  to  remain  in  their   error,  an^ 
therefore,  he  undertook,  ihat   if  they  would   pay  a  visit    to  ll* 
ship,  after  a  sentk,  he  would  take  care  that  a  seal   should  be  ia 
readioess  for  them.     Fortunately  for  Capt.  Ross,  Iwo  seals  had 
been  brought  to  the  ship,  on  the  preceding  day,  which  wen 
yet  skinned,  and,   therefore,  the  fulfilinent  of   his  promii>;(f  m*^ 
not  depend  upon  the   contingency  of  being   able    to  kill  oom 
indeed,  if  he  had  not  beeti   swayed  by  a  particular    tnoitv«^  ifl 
could  have  given  them  the  seal  at  that  moment^  but  the  drhn 
was  designedly  sought  for^  in  order  to  confirm  the   nativei  H 
their  belief  of  his  supernatural  powers,  and  that  ihc  act)ui8iU^ 
of  a  seal  at  any  time,  depended  merely  upon  his  will.        ^^H 

It  must  not,  however,  be  supposed,  that  the  asj^umpiiollMil 
the  character  of  the  mighty  Artgekok,  on  the  part  of  Capl,  Ro4«fl 
was  intended  merely  to  refer  to  the  dominion  over  the  nmrinfl 
animals;  but  he  found  it  to  be  his  interest,  Ihat  the  mtiicfl 
should  entertain  the  belief  of  his  supernatufal  powers,  as  fl 
was  the  means  of  preventing  many  thefts,  vvhicb  would  otb«<A 
wise  have  been  committed,  on  the  ground  that  tbe  power  wm 
vested  in  him  of  discovering  the  thief,  and  of  forcing  him  M 
the  restitution  of  the  stolen  property,  with  theiinmediate  hiflH 
ion  of  the  punishment  annexed  to  the  commisaion  of  so  hl^^l 
an  offence.  ^^M 

In  regard  to  the  feelings,  which  appeared  at  this  ttibn| 
predominate  in  the  minds  erf  the  officers  and    the  cr.  *  ^ 

could  only  be  distinguished  by  a  general  c»xhibitioa  o»  J 

dency,  and  a  comparative  relaxation  to  those  measures,  whiefl 
had  an  immediate  reference  to  the  object  of  the  expeditl^ 
Their  actions  chiefly  related,  not  so  much  as  by  what  meiM 
they  were  to  proceed  ou  their  voyage,  but  in  what 
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m}mi  lioie  they  would  be  able   to  coiniEieDce   their  return, 
fich    was,    in    itself,  attended    with   a  certainty  of  «Ftiiierin^ 
I  priviilioo,  sufficient  to  appal  the  stoutest  heart,  for,  that  it 
lid  be  accomplished  without  the  sacrifice  of  iife,  was  too  clear 
pjdmit  of  tlie  Btighlest  doubt.     Their  hope  of  salvation  from  a 
^b  of  actual  hunger^  rested  ou  a  very  uncertain  foundation; 
^  although  they   had  left  a  quantity  of  provisions  at  Fury 
)ph,   sulficient  to  maintain  them   fur  a  few  monthe^  yet  tho 
lO^bilivy  wa8  greats  that  the  stores  might  have  been  dis- 
ced by  tlie  natives,  and  carried  away ;  or,  that  if  they  were 
1  on  the  beach,  it  became  a  question  whether  they  would  bo 
ud  in  8uch  a  condition,  that  they  could  be  made  any  use  of, 
prtjcles  of  food.     When  the  stores  were  discovered   on  the 
fch,  in  18*i9,  tht?y  had  been  there  about  four  years,  it  would 
be  until  the  summer  of  I83!l,  that  they  would  be  enabled  to 
ch  the   beach   again;   and   after   an  interval  of  nearly  three 
|rs,    in  addition  to  the  previous  four  years,  it  could  not  be 
^ected  that  the  stores  could  be  found  in  very  good  condition. 
ere   was^  however,   one  circumstance^  which   inspired   them 
jh  the  hope,  that  the  stores  would  still  be  fit  for  consumption, 
that  was,  that  they  had  on  board  the  Victory,  some  of  the 
es,  which  thoy  hud   brought  from  Fury  Beach,  particularly 
rved  meats  and  vegetables,  which  were  nearly  in  as  good 
ition,  as  when  they  were  shipped  in  England ;  and  as   it 
be  expected,  that  they  would  be  deeply  buried  in  the 
W,  from  a  three  years  accumululion  of  it,  little  doubt  then 
Ited,  that  their  condition  would  be  good  and  wholesome, 
^i  became  at  last  a  settled  point  with  the  men,  that  they  had 
Dhed  the  extent  of  their  voyage  to  the  westward,  and  deep 
.    serious  were  the  complaint*,  which  wen^    ii    ;  i   ,'    r.r  the 
kl  want  of  skill  and  judgment,   which  had        ::-   j  ii,Ltd   in 
Mqg  the  Victory  in  so  perilous  and  UDfavMf«ibie  li  tif^?«*nii 
evening  of  the  7th  Septembt  i 
top  of  the    nearest   hill,  and,  on 
e  ice  appeared  to  be  setting  into  n 
ard,  the  sea  was  clear  of  ica  as  fiir  a% 
under  these  etreum%tane«§«  tint  the  t  r« 
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of  Ibeir  siUiatioQ ;  the  propped  before  Iheni  was  g^od  and  c-lieer- 
itig«  but  the  vessel  was  as  firmly  bomid.  as  if  «li€  hftd  lM«ii 
ifedg^d  in  with  irou^  It  vias  eug'^^ted  hj  Cotumnfider  RtMi* 
whether  it  were  not  prnrti cable  to  eiit  a  gtoore  cvr  e&nal  ihtmigK 
the  ice,  sufficiently  iArge  to  allow  of  tbe  paarage  of  tb^  9hif, 
and  it  was  generaUy  believed  on  baard*  that  if  the  oomtmarf 
had  been  vested  in  that  officer » the  experiinent  would  bav^  be» 
tried  j  at  all  events^  that  some  plan  would  havo  been  pal  m 
operation,  by  which  the  Victory  could  have  been  g^oi  ittCi»tM 
open  sea.  The  extraordinary  and  sudden  variation  of  the  wwl 
at  this  time,  was  also  a  great  impediment  to  Qtm  exeentioa  df 
any  scheme,  which  had  for  its  cle^^n  the  liberation  of  tba 
for,  if  it  blew  from  a  favorable  quarter  in  the  moming*, 
evening  it  blew  from  a  wholly  opposite  one,  hangiiig^  also 
to  the  northward,  which,  although  favourable  for  cleaiinf 
bay  of  ice,  was  directly  against  the  sailing  of  the  ship. 

It  was,  however,  evident  to  Commander  Ross,  that  as  fW 
situation  of  the  Victory  was  desperate,  some  means  of  the  mm 
nature  ought  to  be  employed  to  remedy  the  evil ;  but  tbera  im 
always  a  counteracting  power  existing,  to  render  abortive 
plans^  which  he  might  propose,  and  to  throw  those  ob^tacle» 
the  way  of  their  execution,  which  rendered  him  at  last,  ii 
certain  degree,  indifferent  to  their  situation,  anil  car^leas 
the  adoption  of  any  of  the  measures,  which  wer#  al  ticaa^ 
posed,  for  effecting  the  liberation  of  the  ship.  The  vepert 
the  man^  who  had  been  sent  on  the  evening  of  the  f  th, 
considered  to  be  so  favorable,  that  Commander  Rose  detenniaiA 
on  the  following  day,  to  take  a  personal  survey  of  tlie  poiillai 
of  the  ice,  and  if  the  sea  to  the  westward  were  elear  of  kn^  t 
was  his  intention  to  attempt  to  reach  it  in  a  boat»  aad  arftvpH 
once  at  the  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  a  we«tiirfi  pasva^v' 
or  whether^  as  it  had  been  hitherto  conjectured,  tliey  wei»  ll 
reality  entangled  amidst  a  number  of  bays  and  islands,  irkieA 
were  bounded  to  the  westward  by  th©  main  land* 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  8tb^  Commander  Ross,  mfc^ 
panied  by  Mr.  Mc'Diarmid,  set  out  upon  their  expediijoa.  Tbrr 
had  ficatcely  lo^l  sVg\A  ol  \\i^  %\ck^»  >k\^^  voA^voSE^mtdtiilT  roirf 
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the  jftccliviiy  of  which  wat  so  steep,  that  th^j^' 
climb  it,  to  their  great  surprise  they  beheld  at  «om6 
Hwo  of  the  natives^  who  appeared  to  be  busily  employed 
g  a  hole  in  the  snow,  but  for  what  particular  purpose 
d  riot  conjecture*  It  was  generally  believed  on  board 
y,  that  the  natives  had  emigrated  from  that  part  of 
Iry,  they  having  been  last  seen  on  their  way  from  their 
|2oiVcrM7/i;  and,  therefore,  the  cause  of  their  sudden 
ice^  and  in  so  small  a  number,  as  well  as  in  a  quarter 
ere  was  scarcely  any  thing  to  invite  them,  excited 
khe  curiosity  of  the  two  officers,  and  they  resolved  to 
ir  motions,  as  the  result  might  lead  them  to  a  further 
0  of  some  of  the  habits  of  these  semi-savages,  whose 
Aiaracter,  as  the  acquaintance  increased,  by  no  means 
le  estimation  of  those^   who  had  any  dealings  with 

stives  were  seen  to  cut  out  several  large  slabs  of  snow, 
g  penetrated  almost  to  the  ground,  they  were  observed 
something  into  the  hole,  and  then   to  place  the  slabs 

jover  it,  stamping  them  down  with  their  feet,  and  con- 

|iia  process,  until  all  the  slabs  were  replaced,  after 
ving  well  stamped  upon  the  whole,  they  left  the  place, 
their  route  towards  Nichilti, 

a  question  now  between  the  officers,  whether  they 
sten  after  the  natives,  and  ask  from  them  an  explana* 
leir  sudden  visit  to  this  particular  part  of  the  country; 
ler  they  should    allow  them   to  proceed  on  their  way 

iedt  and   then  examine  the  place,  in  which   they   had 
her  some  of  their  food  or  their  treasures.     As  to  any 
acquaintance  with  them,  there  was  Itiil:    in  In   ^aiued 
ted   from  them;  and  were   they  to  Cottt^  know. 

their  motions  having  been  watchedf  lh<iv  ■    _      ^       ^pt 

>ch  measures  as  to  frustrate  the  d* 
on  which  they  had  been  emplo 
id  to  allow  the  natives  to  pursue 

liatioa  of  their   having   been  sech 

Si  m  covey  of  lErouse  roio  al  i  riiort  i 


^"fW 


iifST  fOTAOE  or  eAw;-it<^9«. 


^f  Wc'DisruQW,  who,  very   prcfp^Hy  oi>ii&idi^tfi|p   Uwii    i^bmr  c/ 
^^rous«^   would  he   more  aec^pt^bfo  thaothe^kndwled^  of  |iff* 
'     hft|>8  EtQThe  triTtat  act  eoitiinitted  by' n  Haet^of  i*l8<|ltitll«ul;4ffd 
hm  piB,  on  which  theEsquifnhux  *iM   I  '  '    ^  laM/iatfimi 

of  siiowing  anjr  disposition   to  for i  ^  uitf^HrtMli 

strangers,  they  took  lo  thetf  h*el8,'aiid  rtHV^rtff -with  all  ^  tx 
pedilTon,  ihai  their  cutnlier^orhe  habili 

Having   gained  some  distance,  ihey  si  [r^f 

purpose  of  watching  the  motions  of  ih< 
that  they  were  not  pursued,  they  walked  dltV  ^\ 
and  were  soon  out  of  sight. 

Conmnander  Ross,  being  aware  llial  »i 
was  one  of  the  characteristics  of  these  pe*  ta 

Mc*Diarmid,  that  they  should  defer  visUitig  the    |»tlie»  mhm 
ihif  Esquimaux  had  lately  busied  iheinftelve^f,  until  'J 
to    the   ship ;    for  it  was  not  improbable,    that    the    ! 
might,  from  some  eminence,  be  watching  tlreir  niotin 
strong  was    their    curiosity  excited » to   become  acqti^M^tf  #i 
I  lie  motive  of  the  late  mysterious  conduct  of  the  rtfttii»e9;tl 
they  determined  not  to  commit  any  action,  which,  if  tbi^y  m 
watched,  could  lead  to  the  suspicion  on  tho  part    of  Ui^ 
that  they  had  been  detected  in  their  proceedings. 

The  two  officers  therefore  proceeded  to  fhe  [ilace  of  ihrtru 
tination,  whicb  was  a  high  hill  to  the  south'^ast  of  liie  bay  vhn> 
the  Victory  then  lay.    From  this  eminence  th«y  bad  «n  umnus* 
rupted  view  to  the  westward,  and  also  to  the  north wa^ 
tory  Harbour,  and  particularly  of  that  part  of  it,  <f- 
ilie  shr[>  would  have  to  effect   a  passage,  to  etiatM 
mto  the  open  sea  to  the  westward.    Sad  and  di5li^arteiiiQp4iv> 
ever  was  the  prospect,  which  here  presented  itself  ilie  wbnk^ 
of  the  coast  was  completely  blocked  up  with  ice,  and  at  lite  »* 
trance  of  the  bay,  berg  seemed  to  be  piled  opon  b^r^;  asif  t^^' 
'     had  conspired  to  place  the  greatest  accumulations  of  ice  m  iW 
particular  place  where  they  were  the  least  wished  far.    To  %M 
to  the  gloom  and  misery,  which  this  prospect  held  forth,  lfc#»» 
to  (he  westward  wu^  cotu^letely  clear  of  ice,  atid  the  sky  rftM 
dark  blue  coVoxit,  wV\\e\\  m  ^^^  W\V\i^«%\w4\^Mi!t  tb^  ew** 
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plice  of  open  wa(er.  The  pru«peci  to  CoiuEDander  Ross  wa§ 
pne  of  complete  tantalizatioii — he  could  see  at  a  distance  the 
fcery  object,  which  he  wished  to  reach,  it  was,  com p;i rati vely 
Upi!ukiii^,  almost  within  his  grasp»  and  yet  the  impossibility 
plood  manifest  before  him,  that  he  never  could  arrive  at  the  en- 
■oyment  of  it.  Deeply  in  his  heart  then  did  he  blame  the  in- 
pituated  obstinacy  of  the  individual  who,  in  despite  of  all  advice 
■lod  remonstrunie»  and  in  defiance  of  the  common  principles 
m(  nautical  science,  could  wilfully  throw  away  every  chance  of 
kcceeding  in  the  object  which  he  had  in  view,  and  exposing 
mofie,  wlio  were  under  him,  to  a  series  of  privations  and  suSer- 
■|[g9^  which  could  scarcely  be  paralleled  io  the  most  disastrous 
■foyai^es,  which  are  recorded  in  our  maritime  annals.  With  the 
■mo wl edge  of  the  fact,  that  the  closer  a  shi[i  is  in  shore,  the 
pireater  is  the  danger  of  beinj^  surrounded,  and  eventually  jam- 
pied  up  with  the  ice,  it  appeared  most  unaccountable  to  the 
kajority  on  board,  and  to  no  one  perhaps  more  so  than  to 
■Commander  Ross  himsetC  that  Capt.  Ross  should  have  persisted 
Bn  leepin^  the  Victory  some  times  so  close  in  with  the  land, 
pliat  the  jib-booui  could  have  touched  the  rocks,  when,  by 
pteerin^  a  more  open  course,  a  great  portion  of  the  danger 
larisint(^  from  the  accumulation  of  ice  on  the  shore,  and  par- 
bicuiarly  of  ground  ice,  would  have  been  wholly  avoided. 
1  The  result  of  this  excursion  of  Commander  Ross,  was,  the 
koofirmation,  that  the  Victory,  unless  some  most  extraordinary 
nrcumstances  should  occur,  was  doomed  to  pass  another  win- 
Mr  MAJdst  a  scene  of  desolation,  danger  and  darkness;  it  was 
■bo  evident  to  him,  that  all  chance  of  succesa  in  the  great 
kbjecl  of  their  expedition  was  thrown  away,  not  to  be  again  re-  ^ 
t'  ,-"  1,  for,  on  the  supposition  that  on  the  breaking  up  of 
I'i  I  I  '  in  the  ensuing  spring,  a  passage  to  the  westward  could 
h^  etTected,  it  would  not  be  prudent  to  attempt  it,  and  therebv 
■Uo  the  risk  of  being  bh^        '  for  another  winter,  with 

m  dearth  of  fuel,  and  dejtti.i  -r-n*  -f  >.-7-t^f^    ttpon  the 

Ip^ual  success  of  tlie  ^n 

■Mnpt    to  pass   ancHl"  %H  i 

Karcity  of  fuel»  woul 

h^M— . ^ 


^^iion  must  shudder,  and  for  ^  htch  •catc^ly  m  paraU«l<  •oiiMP 
ftfiund   in  history,  with  the  exc^piitm  of  the  Am^th  of  Sit  Hugl 
Willauj^hby  and  hts  crew,  on  the  eo«st  of  Spiiftborgieik f    .    .^ 
Tht«   melancholy  prospect  tended  in  a  great  tnemsore,  tcfU 
It  wholty  different  direction  to  the  pursuits^  in  which  the  o9^| 
and  parueolarty  Cotnniander  Rons,  had  b^eft   hitherto  OMKi^l 
With  the  knowledge,  that  in  ea^e  of  the  abajidooii»eiit  of  uQ 
ship,  they  should  have  to  leave  behind  them,  M  the  fratti  ^ 
their  scientific  kbors,  it  became  a  matter  of  indifference  to  thsn. 
whether,  as  fkr  as  regarded  the  specimens,  it  w«a   worth  lbs 
trouble  to  extend  their  researches;  and  the  same  arguiftems  bitt 
^nod  in  a  philosophical  point  of  view,  for  it  w^as   not  luM|| 
whether  they  would   he  able  to  take  with  them   anjr  of  wt 
documents,  which  contained  the  result  of  theif  experimeiiUtal 
tihservaiions,  on  the  diflert^nt  f^ubjects  of  natural  history,  ef  i' 
the  f^eo^raphical  or  astroTinmical  phenomena* 
i      It  was  reflections  of  this  nature,  which  occupied  thefniiidc' 
Commander  Ro§s  on  his  return  to  the  ship,  and  he  was  Ibri 
time  so  Icmt  in    thought,  that   he  had  forgotten    the    incidenL 
which  engaged  their  attention  with  the  two  natives,  iumI 
reminded  of  it  by  Mr.  Mc'Diarmid.  they  directed  tbeir 
to   the  spot«     From  ll.e  want  of   proper    in^tt rumen ts,  il  wm, 
however,  found  impracticable  to  penetrate  to  the  depth, 
natives  had  done,  and  a  tremendous  snow  storm  coming 
the  northward,  the  officers  declined  any  further  eiraminatiaati 
that  day,  but  determined  to  take  the  very  first   opportunttf 
returning,  with  proper  assistance,  to  unrnvel  the  my«iefyof 
transaction. 

The   officers  arrived   at  the  ship,  with  eight    g'roosc 

^^  hare;  at  supper  they  related  toCapt.  Ross,  their  <  ' 

^H  the  Esquimaux,  and  the    latter   intmedlHtely  di^t 

^HiiWn  mind,  that  the  natives  had  stolen  somctl 

^■und,  to  prevent  detection,  had  btmed   il  nude 

^^•iiiiphHon   was  perhaps  nearly  as  plausib!*? 

^^  if  thtt  tiiilivon  hud   been  suspected  of  hnr 

^Biimvlnond  Haithe  captain,  that  he  should  &u^^^^^^ 
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properly  inteired  under  th©  snow,  that  he  determined  to  be  one 
t^f  the  party,  in  the  exhumatioa  of  the  buried  aubjectp  and  if 
hin  miiptcionR  should  turn  out  to  be  verified^  then  to  punisti 
the  audacious  Tiglitokes,  with  the  utmost  weight  of  his  reseQir 
meni. 

The  follow! ng^  day  wqs»  however,  very  inauspicious  for  the 
dtftidtertnent  of  the  stoten  property,  as  the  snow  came  down  so 
heavily,  that  the  cabin  was  considered  a  preferable  place,  to 
braving  the  pelting  of  the  elements,  for  the  recovery  perhaps 
cif  a  lump  of  old  iron,  or  a  piece  of  broken  crockery*  There 
waa  also  great  truth  in  the  conclusion,  which  Capt.  Ross  drew  ; 
tliat  if  an  article,  whether  it  be  iron  or  crockery,  be  buried  under 
the  snow  one  day,  it  is  very  natural  to  suppose,  that  it  will  be 
fiiund  there  on  the  morrow,  aud,  therefore,  as  Capt.  Ross  has 
frequently  acknowledged,  that  he  had  never  attempted  the  peru- 
sal of  Young's  Night  Thoughts,  in  which,  with  a  number  of 
other  valuable  truths  and  precepts,  it  is  stated  that^-» 

"  Proorastin&tioa  is  tbe  thief  of  time  ;'* 


he  resolved  to  wait  the  cessation  of  the  snow  atorm,  imd  to 
postpone  that  part  of  his  disco veriea  until  a  more  seasonable 
period. 

If  the  opinion  had  been  previously  impressed  on  the  minds  of 
the  crewj  that  they  were  indisputably  stationed  in  their  winter 
quarters,  it  was  now  reduced  to  a  certainty,  by  the  appearanc 
o(  young  ice  in  the  hay,  which  in  a  single  night  was  almos 
itrong  enough  for  the  dogs  to  run  over;  this  was  a  circumstance 
which  annihilated  every  hope  of  a  speedy  liberation,  for,  in  pro 
portion  as  the  frost  increased  in    intensity,  the  old  ice  became 
more  compact,  and  ouo  time  it  assumed  such  a  solidity,  tliat  tim 
tide  ceased  to  have  any  influence  upon  it,  or  even  the  highe&tl 
wind  to  move  ii  from  ita  station. 

On  the  9th,  the   wind  changed  to  the  south  east,  wilh    fine 
ealm  weather,  it  was  therefore  proposed  by  Ciipt.  Ross,  to  take 
mn  oxcursioA  to  the  place  rendered  memorable,  in  his  opinion ^ 
*  by  the  mysterious  conduct  of  the  two  Ebqvumskux,  \sa\^  viXvfc^^V*^ 


^If^  tlSt  VpYAG^  OF  pAPT,    ROSS.  ^H 

fully  expected  to  recover  Ronio,  property,  which  he  could  f^od 
nize  a»  hh  own,  and  which  had  been  abstracted  froo^  y 

t|i0  iffflitokisk  Tillaioy,  perhaps  of  the    bigamist,  or  one  o(  faf 
wives,  ,  [ 

Not  with  greater  pomp  nor  ceremony  could  the  aceredUe 
agents  set  forth,  to  disembowel  the  ruina  of  HercuUoeum  I 
their  precious  contents,  than  were  exhibited  on  board  ik 
Victory*  on  the  departure  of  Capt.  Ro8s  and  his  party.  I| 
recover  the  stolen  property.  Four  men  preceded  the  oGElcm 
with  spades  and  pickaxes;  a  sledge  drawn  by  four  dogs,  uoi]^ 
the  guidance  of  Mr,  Light,  fnHowod  in  the  rear  of  the  incii 
for  as  it  was  impossible  to  guess  at  the  extent  of  the  robtterrf 
which  had  been  committed  ;  so  it  was  an  act  of  prudenrt  ii 
pro  vide,  that  those  means  should  be  immediately  at  bandt  tbill 
however  great  the  number  of  articles  purloined  might  (4 
they  could  he  instantly  conveyed  to  their  original  destinatioa, 
That  Capt,  Ross  closed  the  procession,  as  the  highest  persoaagf 
amongst  it^  is  so  consistent  with  the  general  rules  of  etiqu^tt^ 
as  not  lo  require  any  particular  notice.  It  however  bappetHSfli 
twice  on  the  route,  that  the  van  guard  travelled  at  loo  qtudp 
a  pace,  and  they  were  ordered  to  halt,  ami  tt>  proceed  itrl 
slower  mte,  until  he  of  the  rear  could  overcome  the  dr 
which  presented  thernselves  at  erery  moment,  to  jnjjj"-u^  u* 
progress,  without  menlinning  the  several  instances  of  groi 
treachery  on  the  part  i»f  the  ice,  which,  although  it  presented 
a  solid  surface,  was  in  many  places  of  too  thin  a  texture  Itf 
endure  the  superincumbency  of  his  frame,  the  consequence  rf 
which  was,  that  a  gun  of  distress  was  often  heard  in  the  rcaf^ 
when,  on  the  proper  attention  being  paid  lo  it,  it  was  generallj 
discovered  that  the  object  firing  it,  was  up  to  his  middle  la^ 
pool  of  water,  to  drag  Hm  from  which,  was  found  to  be  a  tiif^ 
of  far  greater  difficulty,  than  he  had  even  experienced  oa  k# 
introduction  into  it. 

Ii  has  been  generally  the  fate  of  all  travellers,  with  ir 
ception   of  those  engaged    in    the  discovery  of  the  Njritj  ^'1- 
Passage,  to  arrive  sooner  or  later  at  the  place  of  ibeir  de«ltJ»^ 
lion*  evpu  Rubriquis^  who  went  t>n  a  journey  of  di«cov«rrt If 
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liat^  i^rtftln  commercial  relations  with  a  natldn  of  Tartata, 
w'hibh  did  hot  exist  upon  the  earttt,  fancied  that  he  had  succeeded 
Hi  ehterprise,  when  he  found  himself  in  the  middle  of  China  : 
therefore,  notwithstanding^  all  the  lets,  hinderances,  impedl* 
tnenls»  obstacles  and  obstructions,  which  Capt»  Ros$  had  to 
^ufntotint,  in  his  journey  to  the  place,  which  he  had  in  view, 
he  armed  in  safety  at  last,  with  no  other  perceptible  diflereoce 
in  him,  than  about  a  dozen  icicles  depending  from  various  parts 
of  his  g'armenis ;  the  existence  of  which  could  not  be  imputed 
'  any  other  circumstance  than  his  frequent  immersion  in  those 
>oIs  of  water,  which  a  more  cautious  traveller  would  have 
voided. 

The  identical  spot,  where  the  Esquimaux  had  been  at  work, 
Iras  pointed  out,  both  by  Commander  Ross  and  Mr.  Mc'Diar- 
iid,  and  the  men  were  immediately  ordered  to  commence  the 
oration  of  discovering  the  stolen  property,  and  to  which  Capi. 
Ibs6  declared,  that  he  could  establish  au  indisputable  claim 
ending  over  the  hole,  as  the  seamen  shovelled  out  the  snow, 
hfense  was  the  suspense  of  Capt.  Ross,  his  eyes  sparkling  with 
the  vividness  of  expectation,  as  to  the  nature  of  the  precise 
3]ect,  which  the  next  excavation  of  the  spade  would  perhaps 
iroduce.  That  the  object  belonged  to  him,  either  de  jure,  de 
tcto,  or  de  natura,  did  nnl,  in  his  opiiiion^  admit  of  a  doubt: 
B08i  strange  and  extraordinary  were  then  his  feelings,  when 
6ae  o(  the  seamen  drew  from  under  the  last  layer,  the  body  of 
child,  which  had  been  deposited  in  its  sepulchre  of  snow — a 
irer  and  a  boApt  resting  place,  than  the  purchased  earth  o* 
Be  Christian,  Determined,  however,  as  Capt.  Ross  might 
ive  previously  been  to  claim  the  contents  nf  the  grave  as 
his  own,  he  now  felt  it  to  be  an  act  of  the  most  direct  neces- 
Ity  imposed  upon  him,  to  disavow,  in  the  most  positive 
brms,  that  he  had  any  claim  upon  the  object,  which  was  lying 
the  snow  before  him,  or,  that  whilst  living,  it  had  any  claims 
»n  him*  Of  the  latter,  he  stood  exonerated  by  the  unanimous 
pinion  of  all  present;  and  he  secretly  blamed  himself  for 
ivtng  sacrificed  so  much  of  his  valuable  time,  in  the  elucida- 
Jtiri  of  a  mystery,  which,  after  all,  turned  out  to  im  aulhing  mot<i 
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than  tfc^  peffbrmauce  of  the  customary  rites^  which  the  oatltc 
obRerTe  in  ibe  intermenl  of  their  chilclren. 

tti  the  attention,  which  the  K^nSmiiux,  betoo^ng^  lo  %he  eoiU 
try  In  the  vicinity  of  Victory  Harbour,  pay  to  the  dead,  the  dfc 
tinction  ift  most  striking  as  regards  the  aged  and  the  youo^ 
the  former  seldom  have  the  ceremony  of  sepulture  perform**^ 
upon  them,  but  they  are  suffered  to  rot  away  Id  their  desertc 
hut,  as  if,  with  their  last  breath,  all  ties  of  kindred,  of  filiate 
connubial  affection,  were  to  be  broken  for  ever.  To  ihe  yoim^ 
however,  a  little  more  reg-ard  is  paid,  but  it  is^  generally,  tli 
effect  of  maternal  affection.  Instances  are  by  tKi  means  ftft 
amongst  these  uDenlightened  beings,  that  the  son  has  made  urn 
of  the  bones  of  his  father,  for  the  pointing  of  his  spears  aad 
arrows,  whilst,  with  a  careless  and  indifferent  look,  he  has  see^J 
his  dogs  gnawing  the  flesh  from  them.  A  heap  of  snow  is  tbfl 
bed  as  well  as  the  grave  of  these  outcasts  of  the  human  rac9: 
and  to  them  it  is  a  matter  of  indifference,  as  no  light  is  to  dawn 
upon  them  in  another  worlds  under  what  circun^iances  corrupts 
ion  claims  its  tribute. 

Some  degree  of  curiosity  was  excited  amongst  the 
as  they  looked  upon  the  stiffened  corse  of  the  itiT 
divine  the  reason  of  the  natives,  for  bringing  the  chili 
great  a  distance  from  their  dwellings;  and,  perhaps,  altbou^ 
various  conjectures  were  hazarded,  not  one  was,  in  reality,  ihe  inn 
one.  The  question,  however,  which  was  now  agitated,  wai, 
whether  the  infant  was  to  be  re-interred,  or  carried  to  the  slifpv 
as  a  subject  for  the  surgical  skill  of  Mr»  Mc'Dfarmid  :  to  tKi 
credit  of  Capt.  Ross  be  it  said,  he  gave  it  as  his  decided  opini 
that  the  former  course  should  be  adopted,  and  after  a  sfa 
deliberation,  the  corse  was  thrown  into  its  snowy  gra^o. 
snow  was  thrown  upon  it,  with  the  same  hurry  and  indiff^reorff 
as  the  callous  sexton  shovels  the  consecrated  earth  upon  tW 
christian.  Where  is  the  difference?  the  winds  of  heaven 
again  the  du!^t  of  both  ;  but  it  will  be  gathered  together  in  a  pUc 
where  the  mere  form  of  sepulture,  or  the  substance  on  «»hicb 
bead  reposed,  w\\\  ivo\  b^  \.V\^  %\iV\<ect  of  inquiry. 

Ou  the  motmng  ol  \W  \KiNX\,  iJtofc  m\\jA  \^-%:^  V!<i!:%V 


tW 
ttt«^ 
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nor^h-wesiit,  ami  ihe  ice  stalionarj.  T<^  the  great  surpri^te,  ho^rj 
ever,  of  all  on  boarel,  the  ice,  about  four  o'clock  id  the  arternou^^l 
made  a  move,  as  if  it  were  driviog  cut  of  the  bay,  CommaDder 
R066  aod  Mr.  Mcl>larinid  were^  at  this  lime,  abeeitt  from  tlie 
fthip^  on  a  sbooting  excursion  ;  and  therefore,  one  of  the  mej 
ivas  sent  in  the  direelioD^  virbieh  thev  had  taken,  to  $Lppriae|| 
tV^m  of  the  move  of  the  ice,  and  to  hasten  their  return  to  the 
ahip.  Before  the  return,  however,  of  the  shooting  party,  tb^ 
ice  had  become  again  f^taltonary,  und  if  possible,  more  denselj 
packed  than  it  ^vas  before. 

The  1 1th,  was  Sunday,  but  from  some  cause,  that  wa«  not 
explained,  no  service  was  performed.  The  men  amused  them- 
selves in  the  afternoon,  with  skaiting  and  sliding  on  the  new 
ice^  whilst  the  officers  went  on  an  excursion,  in  which  they 
were  very  successful ;  as  they  brought  home  with  ihem,  nine 
grouse  and  two  harea^  one  of  which  weighed  7lbs.  4oz. 

It  might  have  been  supposed,  that  the  fancy  for  monument 
building,  must  by  this  time,  have  nearly  expired :  on  a  sudden, 
however,  it  appeared  to  revive,  and  a  jmrly  were  sent  to  build 
on^,  on  the  highest  hill.  It,  however,  having  been  found,  that 
aaow  was  rather  a  peri$ihable  material  for  tlie  construction  of  a 
monument,  it  was  resolved,  that  in  the  present  instance,  granite 
should  be  substituted  for  it;  Mr.  Li^ht,  and  Mr,  Brunion,  being 
ibe  arcUilects,  to  whom  the  erection  was  entrusted.  By  dint 
of  lubor,  accompanied  with  some  fatigue,  they  succeeded  in 
heaping  one  lump  of  granite  upon  another,  and  liaving,  to  the 
best  of  their  ability,  given  their  building  the  form  of  an  obelisk, 
ihey  christened  it,  the  Victory  Monument;  and  we  doubt  not, 
that  there  are  many,  in  after  ages,  who  will  puzzle  their  heads, 
with  equal  industry,  to  discover,  who  were  the  founders  of  ihe 
monument  on  Vakkee  HUlf  as  we  are  now  employing  ourselves, 
to  discover  the  bands^  that  reared  the  Fyramidn  of  Egypt, 

On  the  13th,  the  wiod  veered  round   to  the  south-weat,  and 
some  hope  was  entertained,  that    if  the   wind  continued  in  thai 
quarter^  the  ice  would  be  driven  out  of  the  bay,  and  the  Victor 
set    at    liberty.     Some  idea,  however,   may  be    formed  of 
sudden  changes,  which   frequently  take  p\ace,  \\i  vW  vi\cv4»  v^ 
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lhi>*»e  high  kUludeR,  by  the  different  quartern,  from  wbicli 
hiew  on  this  day.  In  the  morning,  it  hlew  from  the  nurtfa; 
2  P.li,  it  blew  from  the  «outh-we«t ;  at  4>  from  ibe  ea»t.  and 
5,  from  the  north-north-west,  blowing"  a  very  heairy  gale 

The  gales  from  the  N.N.W  continued  till  the  I4lh.  but 
crew  were  sent  out  on  the  ice^  to  clear  away  the  Utua 
hawsers,  that  were  frozen  in  the  young  ice,  artd  then  laying 
on  the  ioe,  so  as  to  be  all  clear,  in  case  of  the  ship  making 
move.  The  ice-tools  were  also  got  in  readiness ;  for  it  wit 
apprehended  that  if  the  ice  were  not  removed  from  ber  sidif» 
she  might  on  the  first  motion  receive  a  nip,  similar  to  tliatp  wfaleli 
she  experienced  on  her  first  entering  the  bay,  and  wliicb  pbofi 
her  in  the  most  imminent  danger. 

On  the  15th,  three  hands  were  sent  to  the  hills,  to  take  obaer* 
vat  ions  of  the  state  of  the  ice,  and  on  their  return,  they  reiiorteii. 
that  it  was  closely  packed,  far  beyond  the  mouth  of  the  Imx, 
On  their  way  to  the  hills,  they  set  the  ermine  trap,  Imt  it  wm 
more  as  a  matter  of  amusement,  than  from  any  expectation,  tkl 
any  great  profit  or  advantage  could  be  derived  from  the  aktasf 
so  small  an  animal.  The  fur,  however,  being  of  a  very  d^v 
nature,  was  worn  by  the  officers  round  their  necks,  and  a 
stitioua  notion  was  also  attached  to  it,  that  he,  who  wean 
ermine's  skin,  was  never  known  to  die  of  cold. 

Some  apprehensions  were  now  entertained,  that  ibay 
be  obliged  to  kill  the  dogs,  from  the  want  of  food;  no  Esqiii- 
maux  came  to  the  ship,  laden  with  the  seal  and  walrus  tmk 
nor  had  any  seal  been  !=een  for  some  time,  in  that  part  of  tte 
country.  It  was,  however,  on  an  excursion,  which  Abenn^tliy 
took^  on  the  16th,  that  he  saw  several  seals  play  lug  about  i 
patch  of  water,  but  he  could  not  get  within  shot  of  tbera^  M 
account  of  the  fickle  state  of  the  ice.  On  receiving  this  infora»- 
tion  at  the  ship,  the  dingey  was  hauled  out  to  the  place,  wherr 
the  seals  had  been  seen,  and  in  a  short  time,  Commander  Ra« 
isucceeded  in  killing  one  of  them.  Abernethy,  or  the  g'ltraekeefitr. 
as  he  was  called,  also  brought  to  the  »^hip,  twu  h^ires  and 
grouse. 

By  ^hc  19lV\,  tY\fe  vcfe  vi«i%  ^  VcCv;?^,  vXvWs.  SJiewii  ^V^  ,;n^y  (||^ 
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f)«icii?re(l  as  to  be  ioially  frazen  in.     The  young  ice  was  Sj 

ches  thicU,  and  evt^ry  '24  hours  acltlej  to  it«  thickness,     *rh^ 

inly  clmiic©  now,  of  escapin^r  out  nf  thU  bay,  was,  by  cutting  a 


groove  across  it,  in  cast 


should  take  a  turn  cut  of  It. 
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S  line  hope  indeed  was  mlertauied,  that  this  would  be  il»e  ca«Je, 
as,  froiD  a  survey ,  taken  from  a  hill  in  the  immediate  vicinity, 
the  ice  was  seen  op  the  outside,  running  rapidly  to  the  south- 
Ward,  whilst,  at  the  distance  of  about  two  miles  from  the  raoulh 
of  the  bay,  no  ice  whatever  was  to  be  seen,  A  more  unfortu- 
nate situation  for  the  ship,  perhaps  could  not  have  been  selected, 
and  every  day  brought  witli  ii»  the  painfui  conviction,  that  had 
the  Tessel  been  under  the  command  of  a  Parry*  a  very  different 
respect  would  have  presented  itself,  than  that,  which  wa^ 
ow  the  lot  uf  the  crew  of  the  Victory.  A  striking-  proof  of  the 
truth  of  the  foregoing  remarks,  was  exhibited  on  the  20th. 
when  the  wind,  hauling  to  the  south,  Ret  the  ioe  to  the  nortli, 
and  as  the  north-east  point  lay  a  hmg  way  otit.  it  brought  up  a 
large  floe,  which  completely  blocked  U[)  thu  harbour.  Had 
tbi^  unforttmate  circumstance  not  occurred/  it  was  the  general 
opinion,  that  the  ship  would  have  been  got  out  into  clear 
water,  for  the  ice  had  so  completely  gone  off  the  shore,  that  the 
eye  could  not  see  it  in  any  direction.  To  the  fseameuj  who 
are  at  all  times  prone  to  superstition,  it  appeared,  that  this  floe 
of  ice  was  placed  there  by  some  hostile  gent  us »  for  the  solo 
purpose  of  preventing  the  Victory  from  gainin^r  her  liberty. 
It  is>  however,  an  undouhied  fact^  that  to  this  floe  is  in  a  great 
measure  to  be  ascribed,  the  circumstance  of  the  Victory  being 
obliged  to  pass  the  winter  in  her  present  harbour;  and  it  may 
alsio  be  *iaid,  that  this  wa^  the  last  chance,  which  ever  presented 
it^^elf,  of  the  vessel  making  her  escape,  for,  by  the  beginning  , 
nf  October,  the  winter  set  in  with  such  a  severe  intensity,  that  ■ 
all  hope  was  abandoned  of  ever  getting  the  Victory  out  again, 
and  she  was  now  looked  upon  as  another  sacrifice  in  the  search 
of  ao  object^  which,  as  a  geographical  problem*  it  is  desirous 
that  it  should  be  solved,  but  which,  as  offering  any  decided 
advantages  in  a  commercial  point  of  view,  V?t  %c^ieA>j  ^«^^^X^ 
€jf  ihe  pursuit.     In  fad,  tho   dt<irQvenes  ot   Ta^X.  \L«a^^%  'vv^ 


xs. 


i  t 


'878 


•     •    .  ^.  • «    >    i  *  •  • 

LAST    VOYAGB    OF   TAPT. 


ROSS. 


last  voyage,  maybe  considered  as  ratlier  neg-alive  than  pofiittve; 
for  he  certainly  delermined  where  tlie  North  West  Passage  was 
not  to  be  found,  but  Le  has  thrown  very  little  light  as  to  the 
quarter  where  it  is  to  be  founds 

On  this  subject,  it  raay  not  only  be  curious,  but  highly  inte- 
resting, to  take  a  view  of  the  opinions  of  some  very  able  nautical 
nien^  who  were  summoned  before  the  committee  of  the  HooBt 
of  Commons,  particularly  of  the  evidence  of  Capt,  Beaufort* 
who,  although  the  drift  of  the  questions,  that  were  put  to  hiai, 
was  clearly^  discernible,  gave  some  of  bis  answers  in  a  manner, 

C  that  the  friends  of  Capt,  Ross  did  not  expect,  and»  Tvhich  gait 
them  some  reason  to  wish,  that  he  had  not  been  questioned  at 
alL  Capt,  Beaufort  is  asked,  in  the  first  place.  Whether,  in  his 
opinion^  the  expedition  undertaken  by  Capt.  Ross^  had  beei 
productive  of  any  important  advantage  in  matters  of  geography, 
To  which,  he  answers,  That  it  has  added  a  short  but  imporunt 
link  to  our  knowledge  of  the  geography  of  the  northern  extrenai 
of  America, 

I  "  Has  it  been  productive  of  any  important  advantage,  wilii 
respect  to  the  navigation  of  the  Arctic  seas  ?"—*'//  has  onlrf  loU 
U3  where  we  cannot  go,  by  shutting  up  Prince  Regent's  inlet,  but 

I  it  throws  no  further  light  on  the  navigation  of  the  Arctic  sea*." 

I      '*  Do  you  think  the  voyage  would  go   far  towards  the  dewr- 

^  mining  the  geographical  curiosity  T* — '*The  most  interesting 
of  all  the  voyages,  must  have  been  that,  which  showed  the  road 

I  in  through  Lancaster  Sound;  I  think  that  none  of  the  voyages 
can  come  into  competition   with   that,  which  broke  a  passage 

I   through  the  west  side  of  Baffin  s  bay/* 

I        *•  You  allude  to  Capt,  Parry's  first  voyage?" — **  1  do.'* 

I  **  Do  you  consider  that  the  closing  up  of  Prince  Re^<**/* 
inlet  narrows  the  range,  within  which,  a  North  West  Pasage 
raay  be  found,  within  a  short  compass?'* — ^"  ft  only  narrows  il 
by  one  of  the  openings." 

■  "Does  it  not  narrow  the  opening  to  something  above  74ilt<* 
grees  north  latitude  V^'*  There  are  f^everal  openings  from  tfc 
end  of  Lancaster  feounA  ,  V\"\w^^  R^^<ix\Vs  inlet  was  one  of  them, 

by  dosing  that,  Ca^t.  IRowi  W*  isiTci^iTj^^  <m^  A  ^Cwb  ^s^OuiMi 
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means  of   getting  to  the  westward^  but  there  are  three  still 
open,  in  which  success  is  just  as  likely  as  in  the  other.^ 

"Will  you  specify  their  names  ?'* — "One  is,  going  out  by  Ihe 
Wellington  channel  to  the  north-west,  that  is,  going  northward 
of  the  chain  of  islands  discovered  by  Capt.  Phrry,  and  approx- 
imating the  pole;  another,  proceeding  by  Melville  island,  in 
the  same  direction,  that  Capt.  Parry  previously  tried ;  and  the 
third,  would  be  by  getting  to  the  south-west  as  soon  as  the 
vessel  has  passed  the  cape,  which  Capt.  Ross  supposes  to  be 
the  northern  extreme  of  America,  and  then  endeavoring  to  get 
over  to  the  shore,  laid  down  by  Capt.  Franklin  and  Dr.  Rich- 
ardson :  all  those  three  are  still  open  to  future  enterprise/' 

'  "  Do  you  consider  that  the  closing  the  most  southerly  outlet, 
closes  that,  supposed  to  be  the  most  likely  to  be  practicable  ?'' — 
"  No,  for  that  t>  not  the  route  I  should  have  taken,  if  employed 
en  that  service ''' 

Notwithstanding  this  answer,  so  unfavourable  to  the  judg- 
ment of  Capt.  Ross,  the  members  of  the  committee  appeared 
most  anxious  to  obtain  from  Capt.  Beaufort,  an  admission,  that 
Capt.  Ross  was  not  in  error,  when  he  selected  Prince  Regents 
iolet  as  the  most  advisable  route,  for  the  discovery  of  the 
passage.  The  members,  therefore,  shape  their  questions  in  the 
following  manner : 

"Was  the  passage  by  Prince  Regent's  inlet  considered,  before 
this  expedition,  as  one  of  the  most  likely  T — "There  was  always 
a  great  difference  of  opinion  upon  that  subject^  amongst  those; 
who  pursued  the  enquiry." 

"  It  was  one,  which,  if  the  British  government  had  pun;ued 
that  object  of  discovery,  they  might  have  very  probably  directed 
their  attention  to  f — *'  It  is  very  likely,  hut  it  would  have  de^ 
fended  a  good  deal  upon  whom  they  employed,  and  what  was 
•  prevailing  opinion  amongst  those  best  informed.'* 

that  Capt.  Parry's  opinion?" — "  I  reisilly  do  not  recol* 
'*h  conversation  with  him  upon  that  part  of  the 

'he  evidence,  one  of  the 
'/"the   sea  had  been 
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clear  of  ice,  there  would  Have  been  a  great  prababUity  of  find 
ing  81  passage?" — '  Ta  which  Cnpl.  Beaufort  replies,  undoubUdl^,' 
The  circuinslance  of  di8covering  a  sea  clear  of  ice,  in  a  Uli 
lude  of  70  north,  and  longitude  90  west,  must  have  beea  a 
phenomenon,  which  could  only  have  presi'nted  itself  lu  ihe 
im.igination  of  one  of  the  erudite  members  of  CapL  Roas*  com* 
mittee :  at  all  events,  the  whole  evidence  of  Capt.  Beaufttrt 
went  to  prove*  that  the  quantum  of  merit  to  be  awarded  l*# 
Capt.  Ross,  w^hich  was  to  be  an  equipoise  to  the  etim  of  £SOO0l 
was  very  small  indeed  ;  in  fact,  he  strips  from  bis  brow  eoioe 
of  the  very  laurels,  which  Capt.  Ross  had,  in  his  own  erideKic^i 
so  strenuously  labored  to  attach  exclusively  to  himself.  We 
allude  particularly  to  the  great  advantages,  which  the  w 
fisheries  are  supposed  to  have  derived  from  the  discoveries  ofj 
Capt,  Rn"5S,  and  which,  one  of  the  members  estimates  at 
£2.000,000  annually,  although  we  strongly  suspect^  that  tbt 
information  on  that  subjeetp  was  obtained  from  Capt.  Rosa  btm- 
self.  Capt.  Beaufort  \»  asked,  **  To  whom  do  you  attribute  the 
discovery  of  the  whale  fishery  on  the  west  side  of  Baffin's  baiyr 
The  gallant  captain  must  at  this  moment  have  been  laboria;: 
under  the  greatest  stupidity,  not  to  discern  the  drif^  of  the 
question;  for  it  was  expected,  that,  considering  the  object  fi 
which  the  committee  were  assembled,  his  complaisance  woul^ 
have  carried  him  so  far  as  to  announce,  that  he  considered  Cap 
Russ  as  the  discoverer,  although  ii  must  have  appeared  imthcr 
singular  to  him,  that  any  di^^covery,  which  Capt.  Ross  might 
liave  made  in  the  year  1818,  should  be  then  brought  forward 
to  bolster  up  his  claim  for  the  grant  of  £5000,  for  the  great 
talent,  which  he  evinced,  and  the  services,  which  be  bmd  r«a< 
dered  lo  his  country  in  the  year  1830-3,  The  answer*  bowerarj 
which  Capt.  Beauf*trt  gave,  was  directly  contrary  to  the  o 
that  was  desired,  for  he  replied,  "  To  the  several  voyages  that  had 
been  made  there,  but  to  none  in  pariicular.'''  It  was,  howe 
necQgsary,  that  Capt..  Ross  shouhl  be  made  to  have  etomctht 
to  do  with  those  discnveries,  aliliough,  if  the  members  had 
guided  by  any  prudence,  or  if  they  bad  been  in  aoy  dtgm 
acejuainted  witb  tV^e   gi«ai\  exV«>vA  A  >^^  ^^K<a£xi£Tv«^ 
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t{it!'Ro8s  in  his  first  voyaji^e,  they    waulJ   have  carefully  ali* 
uied  from  touching  upon  ihem,  for  fear  of  breaking  their  heads 
^insl  some  of  the  cragged  prominences  of  the  Croker  inountains. 
otising  great,  nor  grand,  however,  was  ever  accomplished  with- 
•tlt  perfleveraDce  ;  and  attliough  ihe  individual  may  be  foiled  in 
ome  of  his  attemptf^j  it  speaks  not  much  for  the  energy  of  his 
'haracteft  if  he  shrink  from  the  further  pursuit  of  his  object,  on  ac- 
ount  of  a  few  obstacles,  which  chance  or  design  may  mischio- 
ously  have  thrown  in  his  way.    Thus  (and  we  mean  it  out  of  the 
urest  spirit  of  cnrnplimeot  to  the  member,  who  undertook  this 
larticular  part  of  the  examination)  it  was  resolved  to  put  such 
uestions  to  Capt.  Beaufort,  from  which  he  could  not  escape,  and  to 
rhich  it  was  scarcely  possible  for  liim  to  give  any  other  answer* 
aan  the  one  which  was  wished  for.     Capt.  Beaufort  having,  in  a 
eneral  way,  spoken  of  the  advantages  derived  to  the  whale 
sheries,  by  the  several  voyages,  which  had  been  made  to  the 
rctic  seas,  he  was  asked,  Which  of  the  voyages  was  first  in 
der? — His  answer  was  considered  as  a  kind  of  climax^  in  favor 
'  the  suppliant,  for  having  answered,  "Capt.  Ross'  certainly," 
e  bowed  and  retired. 
The  man,  whose  name  stands  first  on  the  list  of  bankrupts,  cer- 
inly  enjoys  the  advantage  of  priority,  if  any  advantage  there 
^  in  it;  and  according  to  the  same  process  of  reasoning,  it  was 
ighly  complimentary  to  Capt,  Ross,   and  confirmatory  of  his 
xclufiive  claim  to  £5000,  out  of  the  public  purse,  to  know  that^ 
{though   he  was  acknowledged,  by  so  competent  an  authority 
S  that  of  Capt,  Beaufort,  to  stand  as  the  alpha    in  the   list  of 
ctic  navigators,  he  might  nevertheless   be  the  omega  in  the 
llnion  of  those,  from  whose  pockets   the  £5000  were   to  be 
Lid — in  regard  to   the   extent  of  his   discoveries:,    or   to   the 
^session  of  those  talents,  which  were  requisite  fur  the  accom- 
ishment  of  the  tihjeet,  of  which   he  was  in   pursuit. 
As  the  value  of  all  voyages  is  determined  by  the  extent  of 
le  discoveries,  which  have  been  made  in  relation  to  commerce 
d  to  science,  it  will   prove  not  only  a  matter  of  interest  but 
importance,  to  take  a  general  view  of  the  discoveries^  it^^^V 
ere  made^  during  ihe  la«t  voyage  ot  Capt.  Uo?^%\  yiT^vca^v^^ 
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►  objection  to  the  territofy  heing'  taken  possession  of,  in 

of  his  Britannic  Majesty^  as  Capt.  Rors  only  followed 

iple  of  ftome  former  navigators,  who  have  planted  the 

of  Great  Britain  on  a  barren  rock,  which  haa   never 

Bn  visited,  by  any  of  the  subjects  of  the  said  king",  and 

t,  he  the  said  king;  knows  as  little,  as  he  does  of  his 

icquired   territory  of  Boothia  Felix,    It   is  also  proper 

H.  Ross  should  not  have  let  the  opportunity  slip  him,  of 

just  and  welUmeritcd  compliment  to  his   munificent 

?elix  Booth  Esq,  by  naming^  a  country  after  him,  which, 

in  itself  the  seat  of  barrenness  and  desolalinn,  has  been 

3oothia  Felix,  thoug'h   perhaps  not  upon  the  same  prin- 

the  cognomen  of  Felix  has  been  attached  to  a  part  of 

however,  the  opinion  of  Capt.  Ross,  that  the  discovery 

rulph  of  Boothia,  and  the  continent  and  isthmus  of 
P'Felix,  is  an  object  of  the  highest  importance,  and  that 

one  of  the  principal  features  of  his  expedition.  The 
ll  futures  of  his  first  voyage,  were  the  discovery  of  the 
[•Mountains*  and  some  larg-e  hill^.  covered  with  red  snow, 
leuppnsition,  therefore,  that  the  value  of  the  discoveries 

ro  voyages,  could  be  reduced  to  pounds,  shillings,  and 
Ihey  would  stand  as  follows ' — 


Crolcer  Mountains  •* 
Hills  of   Red  Snow 


£ 
0 
0 


Boothia  Felix     -     -     ^     .    _    0 


d. 
0 
0 
0 


£  0     0     0 


lief  pleasure  of  the  traveller  is    in  his  progress  to  his 

destination;   and  therefore  greatly  is  Capt.  Ross  de- 

>f  commisemtio^          n  i^d  of  progressing  in  t!»e 

of  the  Norther  vhr  aliHged  to  retrace 

firom  Felix  H  tr  fortunate  for 
it   tlie  whole  exi 
■m4  ill  the  extent  otw 
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5.^» 


i objection  to  the  territory  being"  taken  possessifjn  of,  in 
of  bis  Britannic  Majesty,  as  Capt.  Rors  only  followed 

iple  of  ftome  former  navigators,  who  have  planted  the 
of  Great  Britain  on  a  barren  rock,  which  hae    never 

&n  visited,  by  any  of  the  subjects  of  the  said  king",  and 

I,  he  the  said  king  knows  as  little,  as  he  does  of  his 

icquired   territory  of  Boothia  Felix.    It   is  also  proper 

pt,  Rosfi  should  not   have  let  the  opportunity  slip  him,  of 

t^a  just  and  welUmerited  corapliment  to  his    munificent 

•*elix  Booth  Esq.  by  naming  a  country  after  him,  whicb^ 
in  itself  the  seat  of  barrenoeFs  and  desolation,  has  been 
)oothia  Felix,  thoug-h   perhaps  not  upon  the  same  prin- 

the  cognoinen  of  Felix  has  been  attached  to  a  part  of 


however,  the  opinion  of  Capt.  Ross,  that  the  discovery 
rulph  of  Boothia,  and  the  continent  and  isthmus  of 
?dix.  is  an  object  of  the  highest  importance,  and  that 
%s  one  of  the  principal  features  of  his  expedition.  The 
fetal  features  of  his  first  voyage »  were  the  disc<ivery  of  the 
Hftfountains,  and  some  large  hilh.  c^iver^c'd  with  red  snow, 
H^ supposition,  therefore,  that  the  value  of  the  discoveries 
Hwo  voyages,  could  be  reduced  to  pounds,  shillings,  and 
Pthey  would  stand  as  follows  : — 

Ik  ^ 

^m  Crolcer  Mountains  .  *  .  -  0 
■'  Hills  of  Red  Snow  .  .  .  Q 
H'       Boothia   Felix 0 

chief  pleasure  of  the  traveller  is    in  his  progress  to  bis 
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al  the  same  lim<*.  that  there  U  scarcely  one  of  them^  whidi  is 
be  attributed  to  that  iudivtdual»  for  the  whole  of  tbem  ir< 
accomplished  by  Cnmoiander  Ross,  without  wbam,  ibe  enti 
expeditioa  would  scarcely  have  presented  a  single  circumatan 
worthy  of  being  recorded. 

According  to  his  own  statement^  Capt,  Ross  comtneQces  1 
diseoveries  a  few  days  after  leaving  Fury  Beach;  when  bavi 
rouuded  Cape  Gang,  and  keeping  the  wei^lern  sliore  close 
board,  he  ran  down  the  coast  in  a  S.W*  by  VV.  course,  until 
had  pasjted  the  latitude  of  T^""  nortb,  in  longitode  9i^  w« 
A  considerable  inlet  was  here  founds  leading  to  the  westward 
the  examination  of  wViich  occupied  Commander  Ro8S  tvro  daf{ 
It  was  here  that  the  Victory  was  firsl  seriously  obstructed  by  th 
ice,  the  extension  of  which  was  sure  to  take  place^  from  ih 
south  cope  of  the  inlet,  in  a  solid  mass,  round  by  south  an^H 
to  east  north-east.  Owing  to  this  circumstance*  the  shallo^l 
of  ikje  water^  the  rapidity  of  the  tides,  the  tempestuous  w«li| 
the  irregularity  of  the  coasts  and  the  numerous  inlets  and  rovki 
for  which  it  was  remarkable^  the  progress  was  no  less  daogHgH 
than  tedious,  yet  they  succeeded  in  penetrating  below  tki 
latitude  of  70"^  north,  in  longitude  92°  west,  where  the  l»ai 
after  having  carried  them  as  far  east  as  90^,  took  a  direcUia 
decidedly  westerly,  while  the  land  at  the  distance  of  forty  mib 
to  the  southward,  was  seen  trending  east  and  west.  j 

Here  the  expedition  was  arrested  by  an  impenetrable  biffwr 
of  ice,  and  the  ship  was  moored  In  her  first  winter  barlKtf.j 
which  was  called  Felix  Harbour;  the  entire  continent  to t^ I 
south  ward  being  named  **  Boothia,"  as  well  as  the  jithflWiJ 
the  peninsula  to  the  north  and  the  eastern  sea.  Of  the  f^^M 
of  this  ptirt  of  the  expedition,  Capt.  Ross  considers  it  to  *^^ 
been  conclusive^  and  highly  important  to  science  ;  in  wiutn. 
spect,  however,  there  are  not  any  particulars  extant*  IT*  ^^M 
discovery  of  a  barren  tract  of  land,  and  of  seas^  wfaick  ^B 
covered  with  ice  three-fourths  of  the  year,  and  to  wbirk^| 
direct  advantages  whatever  are  attached*  cannot  be  said  (^^4V 
any  value,  mtVet  \\\  ^  national  sense,  or  conducire  to  ib«  p^Jj 
tion    of    iW    \;omm^te^   i>l  Av^  ^Of^xsXx'^ .   Tfeate    coultl  ^  ^M 
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^sa 


silive  objection  to  the  territory  being*  taken   possession  of,  in 

Ihe  name  of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  asCapt.  Ross  only  rollowed 

example  of  nome   former  nav  igatorsp  who  have  planted  the 

tandard  of  Great  Britain  on  a  barren  rock,  which  has    never 

pi  nee  been  visited,  by  any  of  the  subjects  of  the  said  king,  and 

whieht  h©  the  said  king  knows  as  little,  as  he  does  of  his 

aewly   acquired    territory  of  Boothia  Felix,     It   is  also   proper 

Ihat  Capt.  RoRs  should  not   have  let  the  opportunity  hlip  him,  of 

|>aying  a  just  and  well-merited  compliment  to  his    munificent 

iAtron,  Felix  Booth  Esq.  by  naming  a  country  after  him.  which^ 

jgh  in  itself  the  seat  of  barrenness  and  desolation,  has  been 

imed  Boothia  Felix,  though  perhaps  not  upon  the  same  prin- 

Iple,  as  the  cognomen  of  Felix  has  been  attached  to  a  part  of 

IrriibTa. 

If    lis,  however,  the  opinion  of  Capt.  Ross,  that  the  discovery 

the    Gulph    of   Boothia,   and    the   continent    and   isthmus  of 

»thta  Felix,  is  an  object  of  the  highest  importance,  and  that 

formal  one  of  the  principal   features   of  his  expedition.     Th© 

principal  features  of  his  first  voyage,  were  the  discovery  of  the 

[!!roker  Mountains,  and  some  large  hills,  covered  with  red  snow, 

the  supposition,  therefore,  that  the  value  of  the  discoveries 

the  two  voyages,  could  be  reduced  to   pounds,  shillings,  and 

ence,  they  would  stand  as  follows: — 


CroKer  Mountains   - 
Hills  of   Red  Snow 


£ 

3, 
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0 
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0 
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Boothia   Felix     -     -     •     -     -    0 


The  chief  pleasure  of  the  traveller  is    in  his  progress  to  his 

^*^ce  of  destination;   and  therefore  greatly  is  Capt.  Ross  de- 

**'viDg  of  commiseration,  when,    instead  of  progressing  in  the 

^csovery  of  the  North  West  Passage,  he  was  obliged  to  retrace 

steps    from  Felix  Harbour:  but  it  was   rather  fortunate  for 

I,  that   the  whole  extent  of  this  retrograde    moveoaenl  vi^% 

^d  in  ibe  extent  of  four  miles  ^  thereby  s\\e¥i*viv^,  iXv^vSa 
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\%,  wilhout  wbom^  ib^  tnurt 
eBented  a  single  liii  iiiniinngj 

t,  Capt.  Ross  comiD^noM  U 
ig  Fury  Beach;  when  havsHf^ 


al  the  same  lime,   timi  there  is  scarcely  one  of  tbetn,  wbick 
be  attributed  to  that   individual,  for   the  whole   of  them 

Bcomplished  by  Cnoimander  Ross^  without  wbom^  ih^  taura 
expedition  would  scarcely  have  preBented 
worthy  of   being  recorded. 

According  to  his  own  statemeot 
discoveries  a  few  days  after  leaving 

rounded  Cape  Gang,  and  keeping  the  western    shore  ciose 
board,  he  ran  down  the  coast  in  a  S,W,  by  \W  course^  unul 
had    pasf^ed  the   latitude  of  7%^  north,  io  longitude   ^ 
A  considerable  inlet  was  here  found,  leading  to  the  west 
the  examination  of  which  occupied  Commander  RoS9  two  di] 
It  was  here  that  the  Victory  was  first  seriously  obstructed  bj 
ice,  the  extension  of  which    was  sure  to  take  plaee^    from 
HouiU  cope  of  the  inlet,  in  a  solid  mass,  round  by  aoulh  and 
to  east  oorth-east.     Owing  to  this  circumstance,  the  shallowi 
of  the  water,  the  rapidity  of  ihe  tides,  the  tempestuous 
the  irregularity  of  the  coast^  and  the  numerous  ioleta  ttcid  ndk\ 
for  which  it  was  remarkable^  the  progress  was  no  leesd 
than   tedious,    yet   they  succeeded    in    penetrating    bet 
latitude  of  70"^  north,  in   longitude   9^^  menu  where    ihe 
after  having  carried  them  as   far  east  as  90S  took  a  d 
decidedly  wester ly>  while  the  land  at  the  distance  of  forty  nil 
to  the  southward,  was  seen  trending  eat»t  and  west 

Here  the  expedition  was  arrested  by  au  impeuetrable  bai 
of  ice,  and  the  ship  was  moored  in  her  first  winter  ha 
which  was  called  Felix  Harbour;  the  entire  continent  tii 
soutiiward  being  named  '*  Boothia,''  as  well  as  cKe  isti 
the  peninsula  to  the  north  and  the  eastern  sea.  Of  the 
of  this  part  of  the  expedition,  Capt.  Ro&*  considers  it  to  hi»f 
been  conclusive,  and  highly  important  to  science  ;  in  wImI  rr- 
sped,  however^  there  are  not  any  particulars  extmoU  ll»e 
discovery  of  a  barren  tract  of  land,  and  of  cemv^  whteh 
covered  with  ice  three- fourths  of  the  year,  and  lo  wbtrfc 
direct  advantages  whatever  are  attached,  cannot  be  said  t«  Wtf 
auy  value,  either  in  a  national  sense,  or  eoaduei?e  to  ibe  pni0^ 
tion  of  the   commerce   of  the   country.    There    dould  b*  •• 
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!^Sif 


ibjection  to  the  territory  being'  taken  possession  of,  in 
of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  as  Capt.  Ross  only  followed 
iple  of  tome  former  navigators,  who  have  planted  the 
of  Great  Britain  on  a  barren  rock,  which  has  never 
n  visited,  by  any  of  the  subjects  of  the  said  king,  and 
he  the  said  king  knows  as  little,  b»  he  does  of  his 
Hquired  territory  of  Boothia  Felix.  It  is  bI»o  proper 
I.  RoRs  should  not  have  let  the  opportunity  blip  him,  of 
,  just  and  well-merited  compliment  to  his  munificent 
eltx  Booth  Esq.  by  naming  a  country  after  him,  which, 
I  it*;<^lf  the  i^eat  of  barrenness  and  desolation,  has  been 
tKithia  Felix,  though  perhaps  not  upon  the  same  prin- 
the  cognomen  of  Felix  has  been  attached  to  a  part  of 

►however,  the  opinion  of  Capt,  Ross,  that  the  discovery 
ulph  of  Boothia,  and  the  continent  and  isthmus  of 
?^ix,  is  an  object  of  the  highest  importance,  and  that 
one  of  the  principal  features  of  his  expedition.  Th© 
features  of  his  first  voyage »  were  the  discovery  of  the 
lounlains,  and  some  large  hilU.  eiiv4*red  with  red  snow, 
upposition,  therefore,  that  the  value  of  the  discoveries 
ro  voyages,  could  be  reduced  to  pounds,  shillings,  and 
iej  would  stand  as  follows  i — 

£  s.  d, 
Crolcer  Mountains  -  .  -  -  o  0  0 
Hills  of  Red  Snow  ..-000 
Boothia   Felix     ^----000 


£000 


^ief  pleasure  of  the  traveller  is    in  his  progress  to  his 
destinatioti ;   and  therefore  greatly  is  Capt.  Ross  de- 
af commiseration,  when,   instead  of  progressing  in  the 
of  the  North  West  Passage,  he  was  obliged  to  retrace 
from  Felix  Harbour:  but  it  was   rather  fortunate  for 
the  whole  extent  of  this  retrograde    moveca^uv  ^^& 
io  the  extent  of  four  miles;  tViereby  %\\emn^%  >X^^Vvki 
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the    year  1830-1,  he  was  four  miles  farther   from    the    ob^ 

which  he  had  in  view,  than  when  he  took  up  his  winter  qimrte 

in  Felix  Harbour,  in  1819.     Felix  Booth,  esq.  having  served  li 

office  of  Sheriff  for  the  city  of  London,  it  was  highly  ci 

in  Capt.  Ross  to  coramemoralo  the  event,  by  naming  \m>  ^L-c^ 

winter  harbour.   *' SheriCs   Harbour."*     The   extent   of  the  d 

coteries,  from    the  lime    of  entering   Sheriff's   Harbour,"  to  t 

period  of  quitting  it   in  1831,  consisted  in  the  single   one  hkm 

by  Commander  Rons,  that    no  passage  existed    below  the  71 

degree.     It  must,    however,  not  be  omitted   to  metittOD,  ill 

Capt.    Robs   says,  **  That  notwilhstanding^  the  severity  of 

Fiuramer,  we  travelled  across   the  country  to  the  w^est  sea,  by 

i'hnin  of  lakes,   thirty  miles  north   of  the  isihinus,  vihenC 

niander  Ross  succeeded  in  surveying  fifty    miles   more  of 

coast   leading   to  the  north-west,  and  tracing  the  shore  to 

northward  of  the  position  of  ihe  ship/'     By  the  use*  ^  '   ' 

noun   we,  it   miglit    be  supposed,  that  Capt.  Ross    hii 

included  in  those  travelling  parties.     It  i»  certain  that,  on 

occasions,  t^^  did  accompany  the  fatigue  ptirty  from  ihe  J-hip, 

a  certain  distance;  but  trethen  generally  found  it  convenieot 

return  to  the  ship,  j^^gif^g  very  correctly,  that  a  warm  berth 

o«r  cabin,  with  a  comfortable  potation  of  the  ex-sheriff's  corii 

before  «5,  was  preferable  to  running  the  risk  of  the  loss  of 

nose  or  our  feet,  by  the  severity  of  the  frost. 

In  one  of  the  travelling  expeditions  mentioned  by  Capt.  Roi 

his   sole  purpose  was  to  leave  some  provisions  for  Comtnto^ 

Ross,  at  an  appointed    place,  which  being  done,  he  r» 

steps  to    the  ship.     On  the  following  day,  the  weai; 

propitious,  he  extended  his  walk  to  some  distance  from  lh« 

when  on  a  sudden  he  espied   a  group  of  Esquimaujc   «fiW 

^coming  from  the   place,  where  the  provisions    had    been  i»C 

K  sited  :  some   of  thera  making  the  most  extraordinary 

and  appearing  unable  to  walk  in  a  straight  line^  stumbling 

fulling  at  every  step,  which,  according  to  the  judgment  all 

Ross,  could  not  proceed  from  any  other  cause  than  the  fH 

state  of  the  gTOUivi.  '\\v^¥.%t^\tAfl.uK  were  accompanied  l| 

children,  wVio  f^eeme&\o  \s^  ^^t^  ^^>:\s\ii^vw^^  ^vcv^VaW  W 


LAST  VOYAGE  OV   UAPT.  ROSS.  585 

gratification  of  their  appetite,  but  whether  it  was  with  a  slice 
of  seal's   fleshy   or  a  steak  from  the  rump  of  a  musk  ox,  was  at 
that  distance    impossible  to  be  determined.     On  comin^r  up  to 
them,  however,  great  was  the  surprise  of  Capt.  Ross,  and  still 
greater  his   indignation,  when    he  discovered  that  the  ft)od,  of 
which  the  little  urchins  were  partaking,  was  nothing  less  than 
the  biscuits,  which  had  been  deposited   for  the  use  of  Comman- 
der Ross:  and  that  the  cause  of  the  diagonal  motions  of  the 
seniors  of  the  group,  was  not  to  be  ascribed  to  the  slippery  state 
of  the  ground,  but  to  some  copious  potations  of  the  rum,  which 
had  fallen  into  their  hands,  and  of  which  they  had  taken  just  a 
sufficiency  to  put  them  in  the   enjoyment  of  the   great  pleasures 
arising  from   inebriation.     A  deep  scowl   of  displeasure  came 
over   the  countenance  of  Capt.  Ross,  to  which,   however,    the 
natives  paid  not  the  least  attention.    In  vain  did  he  brand  them 
with   the  opprobrious    epithets  of  Tiglitokes,  they   sang    and 
danced;  and,  to   complete  the  sum  of  their    miscondjuct,  the 
women  appeared  determined  to  koonig  the  irritated  captain,  as 
the  surest  means  of  allaying  the  violence  of  his  anger.     This, 
4iowever,  in  his  eyes,  was  an  act  of  insolence,  super-added  to 
their  commission   of  the  theft,  and  the  only  way,  which   was 
left  for  Capt.  Ross,  by  which  he  could  escape  from  the  importu- 
nities of   the  women,  was  to  turn  his  back  upon  them,    and 
regain  the  ship,  with  all  possible  expedition. 

On  bis  arrival  there,  his  first  step  was  to  despatch  a  party  to 
ihe  place  where  the  provisions  had  been  deposited,  taking  with 
them  a  fresh  supply  ;  and,  on  their  arrival  at  the  place,  they 
found  the  ground  strewed  with  various   articles :  the  corks  had 

J  heen  drawn  from  every  CHuister.  which  had  been  filled  with 
nifu,  and  it  was  evident,  that  what  the  natives  could  notdrink, 
t,hey  had  spilt  upon  the  ground.  Some  attempts  had  been  made 
Xo  force  open  the  packages,  which  contained  the  presei^cK* 
meats  ;  but  it  was  a  matter  of  surprise  to  the  seamen,  to^ 
i-hat  the  natives  had  carried  so  little  away  with  them.    It  mig 

~  Jtiave  been   supposed,  that  an  article  like  a  canistor;  ft^ 
itliey  were  known  to  have  given  a  seal,  wouAd   ttdi 
allowed  to  remain  unappropriated ;  and  that 
^.  4  F 
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provisions  were  in  a  state,  as  if  the  natives  did  not  deem 
worthy  of  their  notice.  There  was,  perhaps,  in  this  conduct 
the  Datives,  something  very  nearly  akin  to  the  habits  of  Ul 
brute,  which,  having  satiated  its  appetite,  leaves  the  remaimlfl 
to  putrify  on  tlie  ground  :  or  perhaps  the  effects  of  the  (Spirit 
had  been  so  overpowering,  as  to  deprive  them  of  all  self-poese^ 
sioti;  and  force  them  to  piir«iue  a  line  of  conduct  at  variance  wit 
their  usual  habits.  A  European,  who  has  once  found  his  wa; 
to  the  wine  cask,  generally  repeats  his  visit ;  and  it  was,  tberai 
fore»  strongly  suspected  by  the  seamen,  that  were  they  1^ 
deposit  the  provisions  in  the  same  place,  the  Esquimaux  woull 
again  discover  them,  and  appropriate  them  to  the  same  purpoii 
as  they  had  done  the  former  stock.  They,  therefore,  determinel 
to  conceal  the  provisions  about  a  mile  further  on  the  route^  hf 
which  they  knew  that  Commander  Ross  would  return  to  the  ship 
but  they  had  scarcely  commenced  their  labors,  when  that  offieil 
and  his  party  hove  in  sight :  and  welcome  indeed  was  the  suppll 
of  provisions  to  them,  for  their  slock  was  completely  exhausted, 
nor  had  they  taste<i  any  food  for  nearly  twelve  hours* 

During*  the  latter  part  of  September,  the  wind  blew  from  tilt 
S.W.  to  the  S.SAV.  driving  the  ice  into  the  bay,  as  if  there  Wi» 
no  other  place,  in  which  it  could  accumulate.  On  theSOtb^it 
came  in  with  such  force,  as  to  drive  the  ship  eleven  feet  ntarer 
the  shore.  It  was,  therefore,  necessary  to  moor  her  afre«b; 
and  this  was  done  by  taking  her  chain  cables  on  shore,  ii>d 
giving  them  a  turn  round  a  very  large  rock,  and  then  bsckaJ 
to  an  anchor. 

The  ship  was  no  sooner  securely  moored,  than  a  roan  m* 
sent  on  the  hills,  to  take  a  survey  of  the  ice.  The  report  W9i, 
that  it  was  making  olT  tlie  shore,  and  that  clear  water  wti  ^ 
be  seen  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach  :  to  their  great  morti 
lion,  however*  the  bay  was  completely  choaked  up,  and  a 
seaward  or  south-east  of  the  harbour.  Perhaps  tio  situiti'*' 
could  be  more  galling  to  the  crew  of  a  vessel,  than  thai,* 
which  the  seamen  of  the  Victory  were  now  placed.  Fron 
ship  to  the  open  se«k,  \^\e  CCv%\.^xvQ:ft  was  not  greater  thi» 
miles  at  the  fan\\e%l;  Xye-jotvi^W^Ti^V^^vsR^  A\i»  wntcli 
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seen  directtyinthe  route/ -which  it  was  their  intention  to  take. 
As  the  seamen  termed  it,  a  glorious  run  was  before  them,  and 
they  bound  as  fest,  as  if  wedged  in  with  a  mass  of  molten 
iron» 

On  the  21st,  a  beavj  gale  came  on  from  the  south  by  west, 
and  its  effects  on  the  ice  in  the  bay^  were  watched  with  the 
most  intense  anxiety,  as  being'  the  wind  most  favorable  for 
driving  the  ice  out  of  the  bay  Two  men  were  sent  upon  one 
of  the  hills,  to  watch  the  motion  of  the  ice;  it  was  seen  run- 
ning with  great  rapidity  to  the  north-east,  and  all  clear  along 
the  coast.  At  the  mouth  of  the  bay,  however,  it  was  quite 
stationary,  forming  a  barrier,  which  it  was  impossible  to  break 
through,  and  which  seemed  to  be  placed  there  by  an  adverse 
fiite,  to  thwart  them  in  their  projects. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  22nd,  the  wind  veered  round  to 
the  N.N.  W.,  blowing  fresh.    The  ice  began  to  drive  out  of  the 
bay,  and  to  the  northward.    This  faint  glimpse  of  hope,  however; 
lasted  but  for  a  very  short  time,  and  it  seemed  to  the  anxiuu*^ 
mariners,  as  if  it  had  been  only  done  in  mockery  of  their  expect- 
ations.     For  several  hours,  one  floe  after  the  other  disjoined 
itself  from  the  mass,  and  with  a  loud  crackling  noise,   accord- 
ingly, as  the  huge  bergs  were  impelled  against  each  other,  was 
earried  along  with  the  stream,  forming  altogether  a  grand,  and 
in  a  certain  degree,  an  exhilirating.  scene.     It  is  difficult  for  the 
bmnan  imagination  to  form  an  idea   of  the  grandeur  of  the 
sodden   disruption   of  an   immense  body  of  ice ;  the   gigantic 
masses  coming  into  collision  with  each  other,  with  such  a  de- 
•tractive  force,  that  no  fabric  of  human  art  could  bear  up  against 
^ft.     On  several  occasions,  was  the  ponderous  body  of  the  Victory 
lifted  out  of  the  water,    by  these  floating  masses,   threatening 
^fvery  moment  to  throw  her  upon  her  beam  ends,  as  if  she  were 
110  more  than  a  floating  cork ;  in  one  instance,  the  compressing 
power  of  these  masses  was  so   great,  that  the  Victory  waa 
&r  lifted  up,  that  her  keel  rested  upon  the  ice,  giving  .  hi 
list  to  the  starboard,  that  it  was  expected  every  moment 
>vould  be  capsized. 

^The  22nd  was  the  day,  on  which  the  l\ope«  oS  1^K^^ 
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raised  to  the  highest  pitch.  At  4  o'clock  in  the  morDing 
th*;ir  a^^lotrishmeiit  and  joy,  the  buy  appeared  all  clear  of  icfl 
ixsit  the  work  had  huen  achieved  by  the  poteacy  of  ^oine  pi>w«^ 
ful  magician;  and  ibat  he  had  literally  swept  it  away  by  ih 
effect  uf  his  iDcaalationf)*  The  ice  was  above  a  mile  and  a  half 
shore,  and  at  7  o'clock*  all  hands  were  turned  out  to  cut  a  c&m 
through  the  young  ice ;  impressed  with  the  hope,  that  lb 
period  of  their  emancipalion  liad  arrived.  At  10  o'clock*  how- 
ever,  they  all  relumed  on  board,  on  account  of  the  ice  begiunin 
to  close  in,  but  at  twt^lve,  it  again  made  a  move  outwards,  am 
the  men  wi^re  enabled  to  resume  their  labors.  By  3  o'clock,  ih 
canal  was  tlnished,  and  all  were  now  on  the  tiptoe  of  expects 
tton  fur  the  moment  wtien  the  Victory  was  to  be  loosed  froi 
her  moorings,  and  to  proceed  on  her  voyage*  Towards  iiigli 
the  ice  was  setting  N,  E»  with  variable  winds;  but  slill,  if 
adverse  circumstajices  took  place  in  ibe  night,  the  fluit*?rini 
hope  was  entertained,  that  it  would  be  possible  to  low  the  i^lii 
along  the  canal^  and  gain  the  offing,  where  there  was  nottlM 
slightest    appearuiice  <if  ire 

Early  on  the  morning  r^f  the*23rd,  two  men  were  sent  ovci 
the  hills,  to  s^urvey  the  ^tate  of  the  ice^  and  although  they  re« 
ported  that  it  was  close  packed  in  shore,  yet  that  it  was  (|uit4 
loose  in  the  offing.  All  hand*  were  immediately  put  to  cleariag 
away  the  heavy  ice  from  the  mouth  of  the  canal,  and  the  wW^ 
boat  was  sent  away  to  examine  its  state  in  the  offing.  It  vil 
found,  that  it  was  setting  south-west ;  this,  indeed,  was  a  iervri 
clierk  to  the  fulfilment  of  their  hopes,  and  by  10  o'clock  on 
following  morning,  the  last  blow  was  given  to  the  emancipatiaD 
of  the  Victory — her  doom  was  sealed;  for  the  ice  «et  into  tlM| 
bay,  at  a  most  rapid  rate,  bearing  some  resemblance  to  tk 
mascaret  or  the  bore  of  the  Ganges,  sweeping  e^ery  thing  befoft 
it  witli  an  irresistible  force,  and  before  midday,  the  whole  of  tki 
bay  was  more  densely  choaked^  than  it  had  ever  appeared  ^ 
any  previous  period.  All  hands  were  now  employed  in  - 
the  ship,  as  well  as  the  boats  ihat  were  on  the  young  !  , 
after  a  con&ldetaVA^  dtagree  of  labor,  the  ship  was  got  to  # 
bottoin  of  tbe  <^auaV|  awd^  v\v«i\^  xa^^^  \^v. 
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On  the  24th,  the  ice  again  made  a  move,  as  if  it  would  h^ivit 
le  bay;  but  now,  if  the  navigation  had  bocn  clear,  the  wintl 
ras  directly  adverse  to  them  h?aviiig  the  harl>onr,  as  it  hhfw 
ard  from  the  north,  which,  althou^^h  favorable  for  cloarin^  it 
f  ice,  was  contrary  to  enabling  the  ship,  if  out,  to  clear  the 
torth  east  point  of  the  bay. 

The  clear  water  outside,  was  open  until  nearly  the  mhI  of 
October,  but  in  the  bay,  the  ice  was  a  foot  in  thir:kn(fMH,  arifl 
ivery  hope  was  now  abandoned  of  reaching  Kngland  again  in 
ihe  Victory,  The  ship  was  therefore  properly  ^^jrured,  rn'in;  hh 
a  place  of  residence  fur  the  approaching  winder,  than  with  any 
expectation  of  ever  being  able  to  g^:t  her  Vt  nea  agiin.  Sh<? 
vu  totally  unrigged,  and  every  thin:r,  that  •'.•iul'l  be  tak'm,  was 
ttnied  on  shore,  with  the  exception  of  the  pr-^*.  mi'^ir-  whirh 
were  now  reduced  toaverv  vmall  rju<»r,tiiv  it  hoit,/  a»^';«rr*;iifj«-d 
thai  there  was  not  a  sufficiency  for  ihe  \*j\r..'jr\  *A  lh«;  'r«:w. 
beyo&d  the  en^^ing  May  or  June. 

We  are  now  arrived  di  i\ia\  uji:.'.  wr.frrj  ::  b<:'0'/-':*.  rj';'<:^':;f/ 
to  fpeak  of  th^l  ci^LOvery..  lo  i^r.-ih  ::.«:  ^•'«::-'«;-'.  ::;.;^'.'V;'.'<: 
is  attached:  namely.  iLe  'ii^.-v^ry  of  *.Lf:  \'.^  v. >. *.•.•.  'f  "  ■ 
magnetic  pole,  wh::h,  in  ::.fr  w-ru%  '.f  Ci;.'  ':^.^-^  .-  v ':  ' '  •■  . 
of  all  bis  ciKvTer.e*.  or  ^a'.Zs'rr  ',f  *.:.*:  ':.^^^1•-•  *:•.  '/  ''.'.••  ••  -. .'  '.•  • 
Rots:  for  ii  ETU*".  bt  "j>-ert:..>-  .r-s.".  T»'-r-.  >•>•.<  ^;  ••  ;  . 
diseoTery.  iba*    -irt*  ii.tc*:  c-ir-v-  •:>   ^7>'.  .  •.  '    .    .<    * 

implied,  t ha;  fucL  c :*•::' r"y  "sifi.-  rvt'-  •.     •.*'-.     -. . .  '     •■.     •      .• 
we  are  n  •".  awfc.re  jf  t  ?:-i:  %     -j-.  :.i.-   .j   .—     '.•:".  ■ 
Ron  h!ii:§<'!'.  L  irj:*!.^::   :•!  •. .^    -^  .—,•.•  ^    '.■   • 
*he  coach  w!i*?r       w^tf    :■::".:  -..-   ■    -'r*  i-  : 

mjaliT  a;.fc_:orri    :  ;•    :utt  --i   :,  ■  

■peak ins*  vf  iii«-  r't^:  oj:  »•.*-■-•.■    •.  ■      - 

*uith    tiar-.^cT.-ifc'    !>%    fc  *»     •*■-:■..'   •      '      : 

■rikinff"  fefciur*   Titaj^  ;•  -:ji    ••  .      '.  . 

wtbe  subjftii  iBfc.i'-»"     '-•-  V  :     ■•■■-■«.■ 

Were  we   :u^*!  iih?'     '.".   j:  '«••■- •  -.  ■     - 

Miniated ..  '.'t  tilt  r*» .  un  '»'...• 
''he  ma^D^Li'.  p*.«i^     »*-:.'::.-  ■      .       j- 
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of  the  pole  is  a  problem  still  remainiDg  to  be  solved.  We  fiii- 
ture  to  express  ibis  extraurdiuary  opiuiuii  upon  the  circumstance^ 
that  if  puch  an  imporlant  event  hud  actually  taken  place,  asUi 
discovery  of  the  magnetic  poIe»  it  would  bave  been  a  matter 
such  triumph  and  exultation^  that  the  whole  crew  would  havi 
been  raade  acquainted  with  it,  as  "the  chief  crown  and  glory 
of  the  expedition.  We  have  it,  however,  positively  in  our  pow 
to  affirm,  that  some  of  the  crew  had  never  heard  of  the  discover 
of  the  magnetic  pole,  until  the  supposed  position  of  it  wi 
pointed  out  to  ihern,  by  Coramander  Rors,  in  the  Panorama 
the  expedition  exhibited  in  Leicester  square.  We  have 
this  circumstance  corroborated  by  two  of  the  crew^  one  of 
a  petty  officer;  and  therefore  it  naturally  gave  rise  to  som 
doubts  in  our  mind,  whether  the  discovery  of  the  position 
the  magnetic  pole  was  ever,  in  reality,  accoui| dished  in  this  « 
pedition.  Considerable  information,  however,  on  this  imporUi! 
point,  was  elicited  from  several  individuals,  who  were  exami 
before  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons;  but  it  willlji 
seen  that  the  individual,  to  whom  the  honor  of  the  discover 
belongs,  and  from  whom,  in  consequence,  it  was  to  be  suppotcii 
that  the  greater  portion  of  valuable  information  was  to  bt 
tained,  was  merely  asked  two  or  three  questions  :  whilst,  on 
other  band,  such  questions  were  put  to  Capt,  Ross,  as  wew 
likely  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  the  committee,  that 
himself  was  the  actual  discoverer  of  it. 

We  have  already  taken  all  becoming  notice  of  the  discofffj 
of  Capt*  Ross,  that  the  light  of  a  candle  and  the  buttons  of 
coat  had  an  effect  upon  the  magnet;  and  in  the  course  of  tb( 
inquiry,  he  is  asked — •*  The  position  of  the  magneiic  pole  M 
already  been  determined  by  previous  observation  f*' — **  Ye»i  •j 
previous  observation ;  by  our  own  observation  we  had  d«M*- 
mined  we  were  within  a  very  short  distance,  where  the 
was,  from  the  magnetic  pole.  By  continuing  these  observnUun^ 
we  arrived  at  the  spot/' 

In  explauation   of  this  answer,  it  must  be   observed,  th  ^ 
was  by  an  exceWetvV  d\\^^"\ti^  w^^d^^i,  constructed  by  Jtitics  ■^- 
Cominander  Ross  vias  ^\i\^  Wa  ^^v^iviwife  ^^  it^'iA^^wVNRteJ* 
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Yirecision ;  but  it  was  then  feared,  thc^t  the  real  posit iuu  of  the 
pole  could  only  be  approached  by  a  land  journey,  which  was 
beyond  the  limited  means  of  the  expedition.  These  fears  were, 
however,  dispelled,  by  the  discovery  of  the  western  sea,  men- 
tioned in  our  narrative  of  the  evenls,  which  took  place  in  the 
year  1831*  The  party,  who  were  first  sent  on  the  investigation 
of  this  interesting  subject,  had  with  them  but  a  very  small  supply 
of  instruments,  and  therefore  brought  back  with  them  only  some 
imperfect  indications  of  the  abject,  of  which  they  were  in 
search  ;  but  when  it  appeared,  that  another  winter  must  neces* 
rily  be  passed  in  those  regions,  preparations  were  made  for  a 
ore  accurate  survey:  and  in  May  1831,  a  series  of  observations 
termined,  as  far  as  the  evidence  of  instruments  is  conclusive^ 
e  place  of  the  magnetic  meridian^  and  the  exact  position  of 
e  magnetic  pole. 

Capt   Ross,  on  being  asked  the  exact  longitude  of  the  position 
the  pole,  replied, — **  That  tve  have  not  yet  exactly  determined 
le  point  of  longitude— about  96^.  47^" 

Was  this  answer  founded  on  truth,  or  was  it  ffiven  to  mislead 
le  committee,  for  the  purpose  of  reserving  to  himself  the  full 
planation  of  it,  at  some  future  period ;  or,  it  might  bapfien, 
hat  Commander  Ross  had  not  then  imparted  to  his  uncle,  the 
exact  longitude  ;  for  it  must  have  appeared  open  to  the  meauest 
capacity,  that  if  the  longitude  had  not  been  determined  on 
the  irpot>  it  was  not  probable  that  it  cocild  be  determined  in 
Kngland  :  by  the  same  parity  of  reasoning,  he  might  have  said, 
t.hut  he  had  not  determined  the  latitude  or  longitude  of  Koka- 
iooktook,  but  that  he  would  determine  both  in  his  residence  at 
l^ndon. 

Capt.  Ross  was  next  asked,  •*  Befure  you  reached  the  position 
€>f  the  magnetic  pole,  what  was  the  greatest  variation  of  the 
Compass  ?'* — **  We  were  then  at  a  variation  of  90  degrees 
'^resterly ;  previously  to  that,  we  had  been  180  degrees;  we 
{>B5sed  round  it ;  whichever  way  we  passed  it,  as  we  passed 
J^ound  it,  the  compass  turned  towards  it  horizontally ;  and  when 
e   were  to  the  north  or  south  of  it^   we  turned  a  NatWvWix  vA^ 
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ad  one 


ISO  degrees.    When  we  were  east  or  west,  our  yarimt 
degrees/* 

'*  Did  thai  increase  by  degrees,  or  all  at  once  l^ — **  By  d** 
grees,  as  we  proceeded  round  it;  our  instrumeDts  were  coo- 
strueted  for  ibo  purpose,  delicately  hung  on  hairs.  I  had  OB^ 
instrument  constructed  by  DoHond,  for  the  express  purpoia 
observing  the  diurnal  variation/' 

**  Allhough  Capt.  Parry  never  arrived  at  the  point 
magnetic  pole,  is  it  not  the  case,  that  he  had  ascertatoi 
situation,  by  experiments,  that  ho  had  made  ?*' — "  Certainly  not 
Capt.  Parry  is  as  much  on  the  one  side,  as  Capt.  Franklin  ini 
on  the  other;  and  it  is  an  extraordinary  fact,  the  noean  betwtca 
the  two,  comes  within  a  short  distance  of  the  actual  spot,** 

"  Does  Capt.  Parry  state,  in  any  part  of  his  despatches  to  tin 
Admiralty,  or  his  book,  that  he  discovered  the  magnHis 
pole  ' ' — '*  No,'* 

'*  He  lays  no  claim  to  it?** — ^"  No,  he  only  stated  the  sofh 
posed  situation  of  it,  which  turned  out  to  be  100  miles  erroneous' 

*^  Within  what  area  do  you  conceive  you  have  reduced  lb 
situation  of  it  ?  — "  One  mile.'' 

•'Will  you  Stat©  to  the  committee,  how  near  lo  the  aetml 
position  of  the  magnetic  pole,  in  the  expedition  under  your  ecM^ 
mand,  you*  or  any  observer  attached  to  that  expedittoo,  if- 
proacbed  the  position,  taken  Dy  estimate,  and  not  by  obcerfv 
tion!*' — "The  position  was  taken  by  observation,  by  Commandir 
Ross,  who  reported  to  me,  that  he  had  reached  the  exact  spot: 
this  accorded  with  my  own  observations  at  the  ship,  and  li 
several  other  places,  at  a  short  distance  from  tlio  position 
laid  it  down/' 

•*  Are  the  committee  to  understand,  that  at  several  di 
spots,  that  particular  position  of  the  magnetic  needle,  thai 
look  place,  which  authorizes  you  to  assert,  such  spot  orifMO 
to  be  the  true  position  of  the  magnetic  pole ;  in  other  irordi^ 
did  the  needle  dip  perpendicularly  at  more  than  one  spot,  tail  if 
at  more  than  one  .vhat  was  the  distance  between  aoy  ^ 
and  any  other  V 
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W«  haye  it  not  in  our  power  to4>ecord  the  name  of  the  erudite 
member,  who  put  this  series  of  scientific  questions  to  Capt.  Rocs; 
but  we  have  great  reason  to  believe,  that  he  found  himself  in 
t  he  situation  of  the  worthy  brewer  of  Chiswell-street,  on  the 
qvcasion  of  the  rojal  visit  to  his  brewery,  when  the  inqusitive 
monarch  put  a  whole  set  of  questions  to  him,  consecutively, 
without  waiting  for  an  answer  to  any  one;  on  which,  the 
brewer  became  so  confounded,  that  he  said  to  himself:-— 


— — —  Now  may  I  be  curst, 
Iff  icDOw  which  to  answer  firsu 

Capt.  Ross,  however,  acted  a  more  political  part,  and  therefore 
considered,  that  it  would  be  wholly  satisfactory  to  the  com- 
mittee, if  he  answered  one  of  the  questionH ;  and  therefore  he 
briefly  replied,  ''  The  needle  dips  more  at  the  exact  spot/' 

''  What  was  the  area  ?'' — I  think,  within  a  mile  :  but  all 
these  things  are  going  through  a  committee;  there  is  a  com- 
mittee of  scientific  calculation;  there  is.a  spherical  calculation 
of  scientific  people  on  shore,  which  will  make  the  necessary 
allowances  for  the  spherical  figure  of  the  earth/' 

"  By  tphom,  and  at  what  time,  was  the  name  of  our  most  gra- 
cious sovereign  William  the  Fourth,  fixed  to  that  particular 
spot,  which  you  describe  as  the  true  position  of  the  magnetic 
pole.r 

These  are  plain  simple  questions ;  and  no  doubt  whatever  can 
exist,  that  it  was  in  the  power  of  Capt.  Ross  to  give  a  clear  and 
explicit  answer  to  them.  If  the  name  had  been  affixed  by 
himself,  it  amounts  almost  to  a  certainty,  that  he  would  have 
imparted  the  flattering  information  to  the  committee ;  on  the 
same  principle,  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that,  if  he  had  known 
it,  he  would  have  hesitated  for  a  moment,  to  impart  to  the 
committee,  the  exact  time  when  the  name  was  so  affixed,  ac- 
cording to  the  plain  tenor  of  the  question,  that  was  put  to  him. 
The  answer,  however,  as  given  by  Capt.  Ross,  had  not  the 
slightest  connexion  with  the  questions,  that  were  put  to 
for  h^  answered,  "  It  was  named  after  the  Duke  of  Cb 
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and  on  tbe  Sunday  after  my  arrival,  I  teceiveri  his  maje 
misBion  to  ehange  the  name  to  that  of  King  William/' 

The  coramiltee  were  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  antwer, 
althuui^h  not  the  slightest  information  was  ^iven  to  tbem,  cC 
the  individual,  who  affixed  the  name,  nor  the  time.  wh«i 
the  ceremony  was  performed.  On  thic  subject  we  can  only  sar, 
that  an  opportunity  was  here  afforded  to  Capt.  Ross,  of  doinf 
that  justice  to  a  meritorious  and  highly -talented  individuiil» 
which  he  richly  deserved  from  him,  and  without  whose  serviccf 
his  expedition  would  scarcely  have  one  redeeming  featurt^  Vn 
save  ii  from  contempt  and  oblivion.  We  hesitate  not  to  affirm, 
that  throug^hout  the  whole  of  the  evidence,  as  brought  befoit 
the  committee,  there  was  a  decided  disposition  to  thrust  Cap! 
Ross  forward  as  the  grand  mover,  the  primum  mobile  of  all  tbt 
most  important  transactions,  which  distinguished  the  expedi* 
tion  ;  and  keeping  the  individual  in  the  back  ground,  to  wboa 
the  merit  of  every  discovery  was  due,  and  who  alone  was  ilo» 
serving  of  the  favor  and  gratitude  of  his  country.  That 
evasive  answers,  which  Capt.  Ross  gave,  in  many  instan 
could  not  have  been  satisfactory  to  the  committee,  most  be 
mitted  by  every  individual,  who  has  perused  the  report  of  tht 
evidence;  but  not  in  a  single  instance,  did  any  member  of  the 
com  mil  tee.  on  receiving  an  evasive  answer  to  hia  question, 
from  which,  if  correctly  answered,  some  information 
have  been  derived,  ever  repeat  his  question,  or  call  upon 
Ross  to  give  some  further  explanation  on  the  mibject  then 
his  immediate  examination. 

As  elucidatory  of  the  foregoing  remarks^  we  will  take 
aminatioD  of  Capt.  Beaufort,  hydrographer  to  the  Adminitf, 
in  regard  to  the  discovery  of  the  position  of  the  magnetic  polt; 
and  in  which  the  questions  are  so  couched,  as  if  Commaiidtf 
Ross  had  had  no  concern  whatever  in  the  discovery 

"  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  /Aa/  Caft,  Ross  diitctwni 
or  that  he  approached  the  temporary  position  c^  the  magotut 
pole,  during  the  last  voyage  T' — *'  From  uhcU  he  says,  be  swni 
to  have  been  very  near  it ;  and  liis  observationa  vmy  ms^^ 
agree  with   those  of  Capt.  Franklin  and  Capt.  Parry,  in  iM 
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PiTioan  voyac^es;  they  all  point  to  about  the  same  place,  but  he 
was  miieb  nearer  to  it  than  his  predecessors," 

"  You  consider  that  he  approached  much  nearer  in  it,  thon 
any  of  his  predecessors  T' — "  Ye**,  close  to  it,  I  should  think." 

♦*  Do  you  mean,  that  he  in  person  u|>proached  nearer  to  it,  or, 
that  he  fixed  the  pfjint  with  preater  accuracy,  than  his  prede- 
cessors had  done  V* — *'  I  mean  to  say,  that  either  he,  or  bis 
nephew,  or  both,  from  the  description  they  ^ave  of  their  ob- 
servations, appear  to  have  been  close  to  it/* 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind,  that  Capt.  Ross  admits  in  his  evi- 
dence that  he  himself  was  not  within  40  miles  of  the  position 
of  the  pole. 

The  examination  continues  :  Did  he  fix  the  situation  of  the 
magnetic  pole  with  greater  accuracy,  than  had  been  previously 
done  by  olhersT*— "  I  think  whoever  approached  nearest  to  it, 
may  be  considered  to  have  the  best  claim  to  that  honor  ;  but  there 
can  be  no  specific  i>r  precise  point,  within  a  degree  or  half  a  de- 
cree :  like  the  point  of  a  needle,  its  exact  position  must  be  in* 
Tolved  in  iltiubt,  even  witli  the  most  accurate  observation,  and 
can  be  determined  only  by  observing  the  direction  of  the  nee- 
die,  at  several  different  points  around  it/' 

*'  Do  yoii  conceive  that  the  phenomena  observed  by  Capi. 
Boss,  with  respect  to  the  magnetic  pole,  are  of  any  advantage 
to  science !" — **  Certainly,  as  confirming  the  position  of  the  north 
infte:netic  pole,  and  as  contributing  to  our  little  stock  of  mag- 
petic  knowledge,  which  Hanstein  and  others  are  still  afisiduously 
pursuing." 

The  examination  of  Mr.  Children,  one  of  the  Secretaries  of 
the  Royal  Society,  is  highly  interesting  and  important,  as 
Ikr  as  it  concerns  the  |5>^reat  question  of  the  position  of  the 
magnetic  pole;  and  in  it»  ho  very  properly,  and  with  a 
istrict  regard  to  truth,  places  the  laurels  on  those  brows,  which 
ore  the  mo«»t  deserving  of  wearing  tliem. 

Mr,  Children  is  asked,  "  Are  you  of  opinion,  from  what  you 
know  iif  <  upi.  Uot^'  discoveries  in  the  last  voyage,  that  the 
ex|iediiiim  \ mh  been  productive  of  important  advantages  to 
iK*imH-o  ?" — *  1     tkiok    it    has,    by    Commander     Ross    having 
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eleany  ^^eertatned    Uid  positioD  of   the  north    ma^etic  pli 
1  thick  fnat  them  is  a  lingular  cnincidence    in    the  spot,    whu 
he  ha!>i  determined   by  expert roenU,  to  be  the  tme  positicfi 
the  mngnetic  pole,  and    that   inferred  from   philosophical  cofr 
siderationSt  by  Professi>r  Barlow,     Professor    Barlow    pu^lUhttl 
m  paper  in  the   last    volame  of  the   Pliilosophical    TransadiciM 
on  magnetic  lines  of  equal  variation ;  at  the  eonclDsitm  of  ihit 
paper  he  says,  that,  to   which  I  will  beg    the    attention  of  tin 
committee  :  it  will  perhaps  put  in  a  stronger  li^ht  the  Impartiitft 
of  that  discoveryi  than  any  thing  T  can  ^y.     It  is  a  post««rip(  la 
Mr.  Barlow  8  paper,  on  the    present  situation  of  the  m 
lines  of  equal  variation.     '*  Since  this   paper  was  read,  asd 
jrlohe  and  chart    referred    to  in  this  article  were  drawn^ 
Ross  has  returned  from  his  lung  and  adventuroua  vuyai^e.  Il 
}»e  seen,  by  a  reference  to  the  polar  chart,  that   although  I  nil 
enabled   to  lay  down   the  curves   of  equal  variation,  to  mtAm 
a  few   degrees  of  their  point  of  concurrence,   yet  they  all  itr 
tninated  before  arriving  at  it»  for  want  of  sulEcient  data*    Tte 
are  now  supplied,  and  it  is  very  gratifying  to  me,  as  I  hop  it 
may  be  also  to  Capt.  Ross  and   to  Commander  James    Rom,  to 
find,  that  the   very  spot,  in   which  they  have   found    the 
perpendicular,  that  is,  the  pole  itself,  is  precisely  thai  puinl 
my   globe  and  chart,    in   which  by  supposing   all   the    lines 
meet,  the   several  curves  would    best    preserve   iheir    unity 
character,   both    separately  and    conjointly    as  a  ayttem,**    Tb 
importance  as  it  strikes  me  of  their  coincidence^  is  this^  h 
clearly  of  very  great  importance   to  navigation,    lo  know 
the  variation  of  the  needle  is  in  every  part,  and  the  line«  of 
variatiim   which   Professor  Barlow   has  laid   down,.   wiH  be 
that  respect  extremely  important,  if  they  be  true ;   their 
cidence    with   th»?    actual    observations  of  Coinmaiider  Ji 
*Rdss,  must  necessarily  give  a  great  confidence  in  tliem. 

On  this  part  of  the  evidence  of  Mr,  Children,  wo  nav  k 
allowed  to  say  a  few  words,  as  it  contains  a  discrepattev  aill 
the  evideure  of  Capt.  Ross,  which  called  for  some  minuCe  «• 
pldnatiou,  but  wliich,  it  ivitn  not  thought  proper  by  the  c^t^ 
mittee  to  enter  into.  According  to  the  evidence  of  Mr  CkildiA 
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Hnofcufior  Barlow  wn8  in  possession  of  the  knowledge  of  the  eiaci 
H^at  where  the  magDetic  pale  Is  situated  ;  this,  i^  hiiwever^ 
Hiore  thsD  can  be  said  of  Capt.  Ross  himself,  for,  on  being 
a^ked  by  one  of  the  committee,  to  state  the  point  where  the 
niaornetic  pole  is,  he  answers,  **  That  the  longitude  of  it  has  not 
\et  been  determined,  but  he  supposes  it  to  be  about  96"  47'»  '*  Now 
Hreare  borne  out  in  our  conjecture, by  the  information  transmitted 
Bd  US  by  two  individuals,  who  were  w^th  the  expedition,  that  Capt. 
Btoss  knew  nothing  of  the  position  of  the  magnetic  pole 
Hmtil  his  return  to  Eogland,  when  it  was  communicated  to  him 
^■j  Commander  Rors  ;  it  is  certain  that  the  latter  officer  was  not 
^mx  the  least  iu  the  habit  of  imparting  to  Capt.  Ross  the  result  of 
^Bis  scientific  discoveries ;  and  we  can  assert,  with  the  utmost  con* 
^Blfoiice,  that  Capt.  Ross,  so  far  from  his  being  able  to  state,  that 
^■e  was  within  forty  miles  of  the  magnetic  pole,  was  hardly 
Biritbin  a  hundred  of  it. 

^B   Th«  only  two  individuals,  who  were  on  the  supposed  position 

^■f  the  magnetic  pole,  were  Commander  Ross,  and  Blankey,  the 

^nate  :  the  distance  from  the  ship  being  about  13*Z  miles   to  the 

^■restward,  as  laid   down    in  our  chart.     Tlje    first  experiments, 

^kade  by  Commander  Ross,  to  determine  the  exact  position  of 

Hbo  magnetic  pole,   wtre    made  in   the  spring   of  1H30,  during 

Hhe   sojourn  of  the  Victory  in  Felix  Harbour;  they  were   con- 

Hiuued  from  Sheriff  s   Harbour,  in  1831,  and  finally  from  Victory 

^Barbour,   in  1832  \    but,   whatever    the   respective    discoveries 

^Blight  have  been,  it  is  most  certain  that  they  were  not  commu- 

Hiicated  to  Capt.  Ross,  from  the   impression^  that  existed  in  the 

■bind   of  Commander  Ross,   that   whatever  discoveries  he  made, 

tbey  were  eiclusively  his  own ;  and  that  he  was  not  under  any 

■bligation  to  communicate   them  to    the    commander  of  the  ei- 

^■edition,    of  whom    he   considered    himself  in    regard    to   his 

Htientific  researches,  as  wholly  independent.     That  this  absence 

Hr  all  confidential    intercourse  between   the  two  officers,    must 

liave  been  highly  detrimeutal  to  the  general  design  of  the  ex- 

f>edition,  cannot   fur  a  moment  admit  of  a  doubt.     Whatever 

knight  have   been    the  physical  infirmity  of  Ca^l.  Ro%%«  ^^  ^%\ft 

disable  him  from  taking  those  long  gxcutsVoh^  ytiVo  ^^  c^o'osiVi'^ 
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which  were  nece«*«ary  for  tlje  prosecution  nf  parttctilar  ecientifie 
pur^iits,  yet  he  wfts  by  no  means  incapable  of  a^sUtlllg  a  mort 
able  ami  vigorous  tnciWidaar  with  his  advice  and  eirperie&re« 
on  Some  points,  the  investigation  of  which  misrhl  be  attendtd 
with  the  ^reatett  benefit  to  the  general  design  of  the  expedition. 
But  so  far  from  either  of  them  soliciting  the  assistaoce  of  tht 
oiher,  or  entering  into  any  active  co-operation,  by  which  a  pat* 
ticular  end  might  be  acccirnplifihed,  the  result  of  their  respectin 
scientific  inquiries  was  as  little  known  to  each  other,  as  if  ihij 
had  been  declared  rivals  and  eompeiitora  for  a  prize,  the  atie 
i>f  which  depended  on  the  closest  secresy.  The  eondtiei 
Commander  Ross  was  perhaps  regulated  by  his  mtentioD 
give  to  the  public,  on  his  return,  an  accurate  description  of 
scientific  discoveries,  and  therefore  any  communicattoo  of  thru 
to  another  parly,  might  have  operated  as  an  injury  to  his 
lieation;  it  is  therefore  most  probable  that,  on  the  return  of 
two  ofiioers,  a  coalition  took  place  between  them  ;  and  that 
was  thought  most  advisable  for  both  parties,  to  form  one  wqA, 
embracing  the  discoveries  and  general  infurmation  of  both, 
to  commit  a  mutual  injury,  by  a  separate  and  iodependeiil 
lieation. 

In  regard  to  the  secresy,  that  was  observed  touching'  the 
covery  of  the  magnetic  pole,  it  must  be  allowed,  that  there 
an  essential  difference  in  the  information,  which  Commaoi 
Ross  gave  to  the  committee  of  the  House,  and  thai,  which 
been  transmitted  to  us  by  our  informants  ;  ihe  former  disttDCi 
talis  the  committee,  that  having  discovered  the  poeition  of 
magnetic  pole,  he  conducted  a  party  to  the  apot  ;  the 
informs  us,  that  they  never  heard  of  the  discovery  aotil  tbefp« 
was  actually  pointed  out  to  them  by  Commauder  Ross  biiiiMl(a 
the  panorama,  which  was  exhibited  in  Lei ceeter* square,  h 
thi^  midst  of  this  conflicLing  testimony,  it  is  most  diffictiJt 
say,  to  whom  credence  is  to  he  gtveo ;  we  cannot  attach 
corrupt  motive  to  Commander  Ross  for  the  evtdeoce,  wl 
he  trave,  nor,  on  the  other  hand,  can  we  trace  any  ojnii 
which  our  informants  could  be  actuated  In  declaring  t 
treme   ignorance  of  an  event,  which  forma  the   ntoat    impjrtaoi 
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feature  of  the  expedition,   and  which  alone  perhaps  will  render 
it  memorable  in  the  annaU  of  navigation. 

There  is,  however,  another  subject  connected  with  the  igno- 
rance in  which^the  crew  were  kept  in  regard  to  the  discoveries, 
that  were  made,  which  goes  a  great  way  to  confirm  our  surpi- 
cions,  that  some  of  tlie  events  of  the  voyage  had  a  character 
given  to  them  on  the  return  of  Capt.  Ross  to  England,  which 
did  not  take  place  according   to  the  statements  given  by  that 
officer  to  the  committee   of  the  House  of  Commons.     In    the 
'  official  letter,  which  Capt.  Ross,  wrote  on  board  the  Isabella  of 
Hull,  in  Baffin's  Bay  to  the  honourable  George  Elliot,  secretary  to 
the  Admiralty,  he  says,  "  we  have  however  the  consolation  that 
the    results   of  this  expedition  have   been   conclusive,   and   to 
science  highly  important :    and  may  be  briefly  comprehended 
b  the  following  words ;  the  discovery  of  the  gulph  of  Boothia 
ike  continent  and  isthmus  of  Boothia  Felix ^  and  a  vast  num- 
ber of  islands,  rivers,  lakes,  Ac.'"    In  all  the  voyages,  which 
haTe  come  under  our  perusal,  we  have  generally  found  a  certain 
eeremony  performed  on  taking  possession  of  a  newly  discovered 
'  eountry  in  the  name  of  the  reigning  sovereign,   and  certainly 
it  coald  not  be  supposed  that  so  valuable  an  accession   to  the 
firitish  dominions,  as  a  few  hundred  miles  of  rocks,  and  sterile 
flpround  could  have  taken  place  without  the  necessary  forms  be- 
ing gone  through,  and  the  event  celebrated  with  that  pomp  and 
^^^remony  befitting  so  important  an  occasion.     Requiring  in- 
'oTmation  on  that  point  from  one  of  onr  authorities,   we   were 
^v^forraed  ''that  the  country  of  Boothia  commences  at  Possession 
JE^Iace,  which  was  the  first  land  that  Capt.  Ross  went  on  shore 
^*iter  sailing  above  Garry  Bay,  which  point  terminates   Capt. 
*^«UTy's  furthest  discovery  up  Regent's  Inlet ;  the  south  point 
Garry   Bay   is  about   25  to  30  miles  in  S.  S.  W,  direction 
and  Possession  Place  lies  about  eighteen  miles  in  a  S.  by  W. 
*^i:rection,  so  on  we  go  till  we  get  up  to  Felix  Harbour,  which 
*-     >rerily  believe  it  is  all  called   Boothia,  but  as  to  the  name  of 
4hia,  not  a  man  knew  such  a  name  was  given  until  we  ^^ 
Englandr 
^\fB  have  given  this  part  verbatim,  as  it  stands  in  tb 
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nuscript  before  ut;  and  certaialy  it  muH  be  admitt^t),  Uwl 
are  warranted  ia  drawing  the  conclusion^  that  the  last 
of  Capt,  Ross  has  been  distinguished  by  a  cbaracler,  wlurh  i% 
wholly  torei^n  to  that,  which  has  been  impressed  upon 
previous  voyage  of  discovery,  namely,  that  the  crew  of  the  i 
should  be  kept  in  actual  ignorance  of  the  principal  di»eove 
that  were  made^  until  their  return  to  their  natire  country, 
perhaps,  no  irrational  coujecturej  that  some  suspicioti  was  I 
ing  in  the  breast  of  Capt.  Ross,  that  his  crew  would  have  I 
disponed  to  laugh  at  the  circumstance  of  his  taking  formal  poh 
session  of  a  tract  of  barren  ground,  of  which  Uie  bear  and  I 
have  held  the  fee  simple  from  the  time  they  emigrated 
Eden,  and  therefore  he  took  upon  himself  individuaUv,  as  tkei 
presentative  of  his  Britannic  majesty,  the  distinguished  ol 
annexing  so  valuable  a  territory  to  his  dominions^  not  doub 
but  his  title  would  be  as  good  and  indisputable,  as  if  it 
been  established  in  the  presence  of  a  host  of  witnessea, 

Capt  Ross^  according  to   our  authority,  stands  nearly  tii 
same  predicament    respecting  the  magnetic    pole^    for  in 
manuscript  before  us,  we   read,  "  the  magnetic  pole  wi 
by  Commander  Ross^  both  in  the  first  spring,  and  in  the  i 
vis.  1830^  1831,  but  none  of  us  knew  anything  abami  ii, 
we  came  home  ;  for  instance »  1  knew  nothing  uf  it,  antii  I 
Commander  Ross  at  the   panorama ,  vkhen   ho  told   m«  it 
about  132  miles  to  the  westward  of  the  ship,  which  moct 
inland.    Capt.  Ross  knows  nothing  about  the  maffnetic  paliJ^  I 

During  the  progress  of  this  work,   we  have   bad  the « 
brought   against  us   of  having  wielded  the  satiric  tbcmr 
severely  upon  Capt.  Ross,  and  that  actuated  by  aoa 
partiality,  we  have  withheld  from  him  that  merit,  which 
hare  been  so  much  disposed  to    award  him.     We 
willingness  to  appear  at  any  oar,  which    the  mo8i 
mirers  of  Capt,  Ross  may  select,  and  then  aod  there  tn 
that   we    have  **  nothing  extenuated,   nor   set   dowa   ai^t 
malice;''  but  that  we    have  been   guided  by  a  determined  tp 
to  expose  l\ie  (aeV%»  as  XW^  Wve  been  represented    to  i 
which    have  xes^Av^A  \3k»  liom  ^mv^  q^^wk^^  ^^ii^sa^^i  m^ 
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possibly  exist  for  a  fakifi cation  of  the  principal  circum- 
ri  of  the  voyage,  and  which  were  collected  at  the  tima, 
lit  the  most  distant  Tiew  of  thera  ever  being  submitted  to 
iblic  eye.  Let  it  also  he  considered,  that  Ciipt.  Ross  was 
«t  to  commence  hnstiHties,  by  advertisements  in  the  news- 
s  and  his  circulars,  in  which  he  declared  to  the  public,  that 
Bft)  not  in  possesMon  of  any  antfientic  information  respectinjg^ 
tpedition;  nor  that  any  dncumenls  or  other  vouchers  had 
rnrnished  us,  by  any  individual,  who  had  accompanied  him 
i  expedition.  Sufficient  evidence,  however,  has  been  adduced 
«w  llml  the  public  statement  of  Capt.  Ross  had  uo  foundation 
iver  in  truth :  and  we  candidly  tell  him,  that  we  have  wailed 
Ugly  fnr   the  appearanc**  of  his   publication,   in  order   that 

t|ht  contrast  his  own  statement  of  certain  circumstances^ 
at  of  which   we  are   in  possession,  and  wh^re  the  most 
ed  blame  was  attached  to  him,  by  the  whole  of  his  crew* 
mdertaktng,  it   is  said,  was  a  noble  one :  and,  therefore,  if 
tror  of  judg:ment  now   and  then  exhibited  itself,  it    ought 
o  have  been  visited  by  the  keen    inflictions   of  satire  or   of 
lie,  but  it  should  have   been  softened  down,  on  account  of 
'espect,  which   is  due   to  that  character,  who,  without  any 
Bniotive,  could   brave  the  perils  of  an  arctic  voyage,  and 
B|e  probable   loss   of  his   fortune,   gained  perhaps  in  the 
^ple    service  of   his  country,   from    a   noble  and   laudable 
Mitton  to  advance  the  interests  of  science,  and  the  honor  of 
^ttOD,  to  which  he  belongs.     Far  be  it  from  us,  to  treat  a 
leier  of  that  stamp  with  indignity  or  disrespect:  but,  dis- 
i  at  we  may  be,  to  mele  out  our  applause  and  approbation 
leh  a  character,  wherever  we  may  happen  to  fall  in  with  it, 
lave  stiU   some   right  to  expect  that,  before  a  person  com* 
3es  any  great  undertaking,  he  should  calmly  and  dispassion- 
r  enter  into  a  close  examination  of  his  own  abilities,  and 
■tef  he  can  perform  with  vigor  and  accuracy,  those  duties, 
Imch  the  accomplishment  of  the  great  end,  which  he  has  loi 
r,  must  necessarily  depend.     It  is  an  easy  thing  fur  a  mar^ 
rojeci  some  great   undertaking  t- — a  man  ma^  \sf 
lion  of  the  Red  Sea  wilh  the  Mediterranean-,  a  J 

jmthe  enduing  of  HB  epic   poem  on  the  gXoTloXtt  I 
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aristocracy  to  a  nation ;  and  a  third  may  project  the  Ah 
of  the  North  West  Passage;  but  the  mere  projeel,  wii 
^latent  to  curry  it  into  execution,  is  a  bubble  atiil  a  hnubl 
fa?  from  the  projectors  gaining  the  esteem  and  rei 
their  colemporarie8»  they  frequently  expose  thenisetves  to 
tempt  and  ridicule*  Dr,  Darwin  projected  the  refri^eratim 
liie  tropics,  by  lowing,  perhaps,  the  very  iceberg^s,  thai  sh 
the  way  of  Capt.  Ross'  progress,  lo  the  vicinity  of  the 
Lord  Monboddo*  projected  an  improvement  in  the  dwlii 
stature  of  his  countrymen,  by  the  importation  of  a  few  hunt 
Patagunians  ;  and  we  know  a  certain  bnronet,  who  ptoj 
hfe  boat,  in  which  half  of  the  crew  w^ere  drowned,  the 
first  lime  it  put  to  sea.  It  is  not,  tlierefore,  ihe  mere 
itself,  which  is  deserving  of  the  slightest  consideration  ;  twl 
the  same  parity  of  reasoning,  we  consider^  that  the  indiri 
who  projects  an  expedition  for  the  discovery  of  the  North  Wi 
Passage,  and  attempts  to  carry  it  into  execution,  is  ocdf 
serving  of  our  respect  and  approbation,  in  proporiton  to 
talent  and  ability,  which  he  displays  towards  the  ai 
ment  of  his  design.  If,  how  ever,  it  should  appear,  that  he 
completely  over-rated  his  abilities — that  he  was  totally 
tent  frooi  physical  inSrmily^  to  the  performance  of  those  ^Mm, 

which  his  situation  particularly  imposed  upon  bim that  he  mm 

obliged  lo  be  dependent  upon  the    skill   and    exertions  of  ss- 

other   for  any  discoveries,  that    might   be   made that  a  i^ 

of  corporeal  energy,  and  an  imbecility  of  judgment  mafii 
tliemselves  on  several  occasions,  when  those  properties  wefe 
most   wanted^-then   are   we  entitled  to  wittdioUi   ihe  gii««l 
our  approbation,  and    to  give  to  each  transaction  that  di 
colour,  which  its  culpability  or  its  imprudence  might 
If,  however,  the  expedition  of  Capt.  Ross  had  been 
its  original  character,  as  a  mere  matter  of  private 


•  llii&  eccentric,  bat  most  ieamed  man,  hid  &  gt^t  ftvenUUi  tot  evny  nate  Wlio  mm  tf  *l 
native  stature,  cnterlaiuinp  the  opinion  tliat  every  little  man  ^u  »  i 

lie  of  Ujc  Uuraaa  race.    BciuK  once  rm  s  visit  In  Perthshire,  where  his  t   TilitJii  ^Mi 

^^gucbt,  iL lady  wirt  Uer  two  w»»%  tt\<i  tfclXer  fw  idvaoced  to  nianhooi^  bat  Tcty  tov  Isi 

wore  tnkroiluccU  to  Vim  \  tuvd  t^tttVix^  >^<^t    \«R3fGK.Tiis^  i£&»«)u:,«^  ^^bi^  ^ 

m  tcrtikil  aflti'ttots  vCifX.  *'7{t!\\,TOj  \oi^,  i*A  ■'*\sl\  ^ieJVuV  '^w*.^ 
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should  not  tiave  deemed  ourselves  privileged  to  have  entered 
lb  Mieh  a  mi n ate  discuaMOQ  of  the  various  events  of  the 
Fa^  T  nnr  should  we  have  conmdered  ourselves  entitled  to 
lal  them  with  that  8everit\%  which   has  called   down  upon   us 

resenlnieiil  nf  his  mhnircrs. 
But  allhoug-h   iho   expedition   was   orig'inally  undertaken  en- 

ly  as  an  enterprise  of  a  private  character,  and  the  govern- 
nl  of  the  country  not  called  upon  to  be  reisponsible   for  any  of 

t  liahUilies  incurred,  nor  to  l;ike  any  notice  of  the  jservices  of 

I  mdividuaU engaged  in  it:  yet  it  waf^  no  sooner  terminated, 

n  the  same  government  paitl  £458rf,  to  the  officers  and  men, 
d  £5<)0D,  to  the  individual,  who  had  undertaken  the  expedition 

his  own  risk  and  respaohibility.  The  tolul  loss  of  that  in- 
rMual,  according  to  his  own  statetnent,  was  only  £3000  : 
whole  of  his  loss  was  therefore  made  good  to  liini,  and  an 
ditional  £2000,  as  a  bonus  for  his  services  Capt*  Ross, 
lerefore,  appears  no  louger  before  the  public,  in  hi^  private* 
laraeter :  the  public  have  paid   him    for  his  services,  and  we, 

Ie  of  that  public,  possess  tlie  right  to  examine  and  investi- 
the  merits  of  those  services,  for  wliich  he  fms  been  8o 
innely  teinuncfafed,  and  to  bestow  upon  them  our  appro- 
iton,  or  to  denounce  ihern  as  wholly  undeserving  of  the 
<mey,  which  the  public  have  paid  for  them.  The  actions  of 
ipl.  Ross,  during  the  last  voyage,  have  become  as  much  public 
•^periy*  as  those  of  Parry  were,  when  he  sailed  under  the 
■mediate  sanction,  and  at  the  expence  of  the  government  of 
country,  with  this  diflerence  only,  that  government  agreed 
purchase  the  services  of  Capt.  Parry,  before  any  knowledge 
be  derived,  if  they  would  really  prove  worthy  of  the 
taise;  and  the  services  of  Capt.  Ross  were  purchased  after 
Ul  extent  and  value  of  them  had  been  ascertained. 
m  here  take  this  opportunity  of  sincerely  oo  Hng'  tho 

pry  upon  the  bargain,  which  it  has  made,  ir 
^fiir   itj   by  those  eminent  and  enlighter 
Itople   liuve  delegated  the  right  of  squai 
iy  vhaving  so  g<eat  a  superfluity  of  it)  on 
ka  poi^«;»s  no  i4her  viaiui  upon  \h<^'  iMkXM 
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have,  unfortunately   for  the  country,  aprang  from  Uie  loiiifti 
fovalty.  or  ua  some  visionary  enthusiast,  who  may  have  projc! 
a  plaD  fur  carrying  on  the  afiairs  of  ^vemment  by  the 
uf  f^team. 

From  this  digressiun^   imposed  upon  tis,  in  a  gr^eat 
in  self-defence,  we  return  to  ihe  narrative. 

By  the  beginning  of  November,  the  abandonment  of 
Victory  was  reduced  to  a  certainty;  the  ice  in  the  ba^  ^ 
above  a  foot  in  thickness,  and  the  men  were  for  some 
employed  in  keeping  the  groove  open,  in  case  ihe  ac?e 
part^  fur  on  the  outside  of  the  bay  it  was  all  in  roution; 
far  away  to  the  north,  a  considerable  extent  of  clear  wi 
was  to  be  seen.  The  harbour  itself  was  nearly  surrouncied  wi^ 
very  high  land,  except  at  the  mouth  and  the  head,  where  1 
was  a  very  long;  lake,  and  at  the  further  end  a  high  hill,  B#]h 
this  hill  there  was  anotlier  large  lake,  and  then  a  tract  uf  I 
of  about  a  mile  in  bread  ih,  beyond  which^  another  laae  e^ie 
itself  to  about  the  distance  of  a  mile,  and  to  this  lake  was  | 
the  name  of  Liike  Landau,  out  of  compliment  to  one  of  Eagli 
sweotest  poets,  although  by  her  it  will  not  perhaps  be  ds 
u  compliment  to  connect  her  name  with  an  object  eo  hard 
frozen y  so  cold  and  cheerless ;  at  all  events^  it  is  not 
probable  that  Landnn  Lake  will  ever  again  be  visitiKl 
an  admirer  of  poelic  •^etuus;  and  on  the  other  hand,  it  (i  I 
very  probable,  that  tlie  liydrographers  of  future  times  willM 
sorely  puzzled  to  discover  the  latitude  and  longitude  ill 
Lake  Landtjn  is  to  be  placed. 

A  high  hill  bounds  Lake  Landon  to  the  southwest^  ai 
base  of  which  is  the  salt  water.  The  whole  distance  from 
ship  in  a  ^trai^fhl  line,  bein«r  only  about  three  ciiile«,  wl 
to  take  a  circuitous  route  nf  the  same  land,  lo  the  salt 
Bay  at  the  head  of  Lake  LaodoUi  would  not  be  law  then 
twelve  to  fifteen  ;  in  fact,  the  whole  of  Prince  Re^nt's  InM? 
from  Felix  Harbour  to  Awaiootooak  Bay.  is  distin^niislied  If 
siiiiiM  very  deep  bays,  and  a  very  long  ccmtinuance  of  low  h»i 
and  at  the  furthermost  extremity  is  studded  with  t»la»ik 
was  at  the  head  ot  Av:aloolQoaV  Bo^,  ^^^^v*v\^>s!fe^s5j^|^^.H3 
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passage  might  be  found,  and  it  was  with  this  expectation  that 
Commander  Ross  visited  it  in  1830-1,  but  the  fuet  was  thea 
ascertained,  that  no   passage  existed  in  that  part  of  the  inlet. 

IBy  the  beginning  of  November,  the  watering  of  the  ship 
as  completed^  she  was  stripped  and  unrigged,  and  all  the 
aterials  got  on  shore;  the  anchors  were  fixed  on  shorej  and 
le  cables  put  to  them,  by  which  means  the  chain  led  to 
le  ship  over  the  ice,  a  precaution  that  was  necessary,  in  ease 
»he  could  be  got  out  at  any  time  during  the  winter.  Part  of  the 
housing  was  got  over  the  ship,  but  it  was  soon  blown  away 
again;  it  was,  however,  repaired  without  loss  of  time,  and  by 
the  middle  of  November  it  was  completed ;  the  decks  were 
covered  with  snow,  the  ship  banked  round  and  by  the  beginning 
of  December  the  vessel  may  be  said  to  be  complete  in  her 
winter  trim. 

As    the    abandonment   of   the  vessel   was    determined  upon, 

the  further  preservation  of  the  live  auimals  on  board,  became  a 

matter  of  serious  consideration:  the  number  of  dogs  were  indeed 

reduced   to  a  very  small  number,    as  on  the    last  expedition   of 

Commander  Ross  to  the  bead  of  the  bay,  he  had  been   obliged 

to  shoot  several  of  them  as  food  fur  the  remainder ;  so  greatly 

attached  however   was   he  to   a   dog  named  Tookto,  that  rather 

hao  he  should   be  left  behind,    he  carried  him  part  of  the  way, 

lUt    he    died    from    the    eating   of  some    poison*  as    was    con* 

tured   at  the  lime,  but  it  was  subsequently  discovered,  that 

is  death,  as  well   as  that  uf  almost  all  the  dogs  on  board,  was 

ccasioned   by   licking  the  pipes  belonging  to  the   engine,  the 

isonous  corrosions  of  which,  caused  almost  their  instantaneous 

leath;  the  number   of  dogs,   whilst  the  ship  was  io  Victory 

rbour,  was  reduced  to  two*      Tookanuk  a  bitch,  and  Animjga 

the  Moon)  a  dog:  the  former  had  a   litter  of  pups  in  Victory 

arbour^  two  of  which  were  kept;  bt  '  »  old  dogs  met 

e  same  fate  as  their  companion  »  «vere 

illed,  and  thus  as  far  as  the  Viciun 

ipecies  was  extinct. 

Dreary  and  dismal  was  now  the  a|i| 

loomy  and  dispirited  were  the  inroatci 
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^one  of  attaining   the  great  object  Uiey  had  in  view,  for  m^AA 

■ley   had  endured  eirery  hardship,  and  undergone   a  series  of 

privations,  which,   perhaps,  only  the  heart   of  a    British   bailor 

KOuld  stand  upagain«it.  Nn  exciiement  existed  lo  future  excrtioo^ 

L)d  faint  indeed  wa^^the  hope,  that  they  should  ever  reach  tlieir 

Mative  country  again.     With  the  knowledge  that  the  whaling, 

Bhipa  scarcely  ever  entered   Lancaster  Sound,  they  had   before 

Mhem  the   prospect   of  a  lon^  and  hara*ising  journey,  before  liey 

could   reach  those   quarter*  fretjuented  by   the  whalers ;  at  ihi 

■»ame  time,  that  if  the  provisions  were  not  still   remaining  on 

Vnry  Beach »  a   death  by  actual  starvation  threatened  to  be  their 

h*l.     The  Chrislmas  day  of  1832  pass^ed  ofTf^udly  and   heavily; 

the   thought  of  what    might  be  their  fate,  before  another  Chrisl- 

bnas  canie  round,  forced  itself  upon  their  minds,  in  the  midst  of 

tneir  forced    mirth,   arsd  damped  those   effusions  of  hilarity,  bj 

which,  the   return  of  tlie  Chri<;tmas  season  is  so  generally  clb* 

tinguif>hed.     Their    imagination   carried    them   to    ihetr    boms 

and  friends,  and  to  tho^e.  who  were  dear  to  them  in  their  D&tifS 

land,  they  heard  in  their  fancy  the  jovial  song,  the  roenry  lai^h, 

and  last  of  all  they  heard  the  toast  go  round  to  those,  whowtre 

faraway  on   the  billow,'"  and   whose  return  had   now  becoini 

a  matter  of  serious  and  anxious  doubt.     It  is  true,  that  the  oil- 

tomary  quantity  of  grog  was  given  to    the  crew,    but  it 

drunk  with  that  coldness,  which  comes  over  the  heart,    wben 

the  hope  of  belter  days  is  banished  from  it,   and  all  its  fi&ir 

and  nobler  feelings  stifled    by  the  nrloomy  prospect  of  an  tOh 

certain  future.  It  was,  in  moments  like  these,  that  the  cheeriif 

inspirations  of  a  bold  and  undaunted  commander,  were  waoCiB( 

to  uphold  the  flagging  spirits  of  his  crew,  and  by  a  cool  $U 

energetic  mode  of  action  contribute  to  dispel  the    fears»  whtob. 

under  such  circumstances,  would  naturally  at  times  creep  of« 

the  minds  of  his  men,  and  perhaps  by  degrees  instil  into  tli«» 

such  a  disgust  for  the  service,    on  which  they  ivere 

as  perhaps  finally  to  lead  to  a  positive  abandonment  of 

duty,    and  a    subversion    of  the  discipline    of   the    ^hip. 

spirit,  that    fired  the  actions  of  a  Cook  or  a  Columbus, 

midst  of   their  disheartening  dangers,  was  here  waal 
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master  mind  that  could  grapple  with  the  storm^  and  expose  a 
hardened  front  to  its  overwhelming  power,  was  here  absent; 
the  spirit  of  self  was  predominant,  absorbing  in  itself  those 
g'reat  and  ennobling  feelings,  which  inspire  the  gallant  heart  to 
be  the  first  in  the  race  of  danger,  to  participate  in  every  risk, 
and  to  be  the  last  to  give  himself  up  to  the  mean  and  sickening 
influence  of  despair.  The  seaman,  as  he  kept  his  midnight  watch, 
pacing  the  lonely  deck,  the  silence  of  de^^olation  around  him 
broken  only  at  intervals  by  the  distant  crash  of  the  masses 
of  ice  coming  into  collision  with  each  other — to  him,  in  his  soli- 
tary moments,  came  the  thought,  that  ere  a  few  months  more  were 
over  his  head,  the  noble  structure,  which  had  been  his  habitation 
for  the  three  preceding  years,  would  be  forsaken,  and  gradually 
fall  to  pieces  like  a  wreck  in  a  land  unknown.  The  savage  of 
the  country  perhaps  would  come  and  find  the  cabins  desolate  ; 
the  dreaded  beings,  who  had  ruled  over  them  as  some  mighty 
spirits  to  whom  all  created  life  appeared  to  be  subject,  had,  like 
the  nocturnal  coruscastions  of  their  gloomy  clime,  vanished  on  a 
sadden,  as  if  some  power  mightier  than  themselves  had  swept 
them  from  the  earth,  in  vengeance  of  their  audacity  and  pride. 

It  has  been  said,  that  an  English    sailor  is  not  a  thinking 

being,  that  his  ideas  carry  him  not  higher  than  his  top-gallant 

yard ;  nor   that   his  thoughts    extend     beyond   the  quarter,    to 

which  bis  magnet   points.     It  is  perhaps  well  for   him,  that 

much  truth  lies  in  the   observation ,  but   we  know,  that  there 

were  some  on  board  the  Victory,  who  looked  forward   to  the 

moment  of  her  abandonment*  with  regret   and  grief,  as  if  they 

were  to  be  called  upon  to  bid   farewell  to  a  dear   and  valued 

iriend.     A  sailor  becomes  in  time,  as  attached  to  his  ship,  as  a 

Itudsman  to     his   house — it  has  been   his  home — his  place   of 

•belter — the  scene  perhaps  of  many  a  jovial  hour,  and  the  place 

^^^here  he  has  formed  his   schemes  of  happiness,  when  the  sails 

"■^^re  to  be  furled  on  the  shores  of  his  nativr  proud 

:*"*oment  of  a  sailor's  life,  when,  after  hat  .- 

'ar^  storms,  he  drops  his  anchor  in  the  i 

?^^t,  on  the  other  hand,  in  the  i"'*' 

^   ^reigu  shore,  although 
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difference,  he  may  wave  liis  hat,  and  give  ht?r  l!»ree  pa 
cheers — yet  there  is  still  a  melancholy  feeling  at  the  h 
and  the  eye  will  keep  fixed  upon  her,  uniU  she'  gradu4nr_ 
dwindles  away  to  a  pointy  and  the  next  inoment  she  is  lost' io 
the  sig^ht  for  ever. 

It  was  not  without  some  feelings  akin  to  those^  which  w® 
have  been  describing;  that  the  sailors  of  ihe  Victory  began  the 
operation  of  making  an  excavation  on  land,  for  the  purpose  o 
burying  all  the  iron  and  other  stores  belonging  to  the  Viclorr, 
and  the  avowed  aim  of  this  act  was,  to  prevent  the  articles  from 
falling  into  the  hands  of  the  natives. 

We  cannot  positively  affirm,  that  Capt.  Ross  ever  re,id  the 
fable  of  the  dog  in  the  manger  :  but  it  appears  to  our  capacity, 
as  if  his  conduct,  in  this  instancy  was  a  striking  exemplification 
of  it,  The  iron  and  other  articles,  intended  to  be  buried*  wooldf 
certainly  have  proved  no  trifling  acquisition  to  the  natives^;  and 
as  Capt,  Ross  had  rejected  them  as  wholly  useless  to  himself, 
and,  by  adopting  the  plan  of  burying  them,  had  resigned  all 
further  interest  in  them — where,  we  are  inclif>ed  to  ask. 
would  have  been  the  loss  or  the  injury  to  Capt,  Ross,  if,  instestl 
of  burying  them,  he  had  divided  them  amongst  the  natives,  ami 
thereby  perhaps  have  conferred  a  lasting,  and  it  may  also  be 
added,  the  last  benefit,  which  he,  or  any  other  European,  wotlla 
perhaps  ever  have  it  in  their  power  to  confer  upon  a  race  of 
people,  with  whom  it  is  probable  no  further  communication  wiD 
be  held,  for  ages  and  centuries  to  come.  Upon  the  same  principle, 
Capt.  Ross  buried  the  stores  of  the  Victory,  from  a  fear  a 
their  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  natives,  why  did  he  tun 
altem]Tl  to  bury  the  Victory  also,  or  at  least  to  scuttle  her,  offli 
case  the  water  was  too  shallow  for  that  purpose,  to  set  fire  la  \mt 
for,  to  the  natives,  the  nails  and  timber  of  the  Victory  wouii 
hv  far.  a  more  valuable  prize,  than  all  tlie  articles  which 
destined  to  be  buried,  and  there  to  be  consumed  wHh 
unless  Slime  Paul  Pry  of  one  of  the  tribes  were  to  pop  t»» 
spot,  and  drag  from  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  their 
contentf^*  U  is  not  \o  W  f>\y^^\i^^d  vWt  the  fainff*** 
folwed  in  the  bmu  ol  Cl^^x.^v^^^i  ^^^n. '^^'vmv 
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evisited  by  another  speculator^  in  the  discovery  of  the 
West  Passage,  to  whom  his  hoards  of  buried  iron  would 
ud  as  useful,  as  the  buried  stores  of  the  Fury  had  been  to 
f.  The  conviction,  however,  mu^^t  have  been  strongly 
ssed  on  the  mind  of  Capt.  Ross,  thatj  as  far  as  the  North 
Passas:e  was  concerned,  his  iron  and  other  stores  ran  a 
chance  of  resting  quietly  in  their  grave  until  the  general 
gration  ;  and  therefore  it  becomes  a  diflScult  task  to  divine 
lOtive,  in  acting  upon  such  a  setii&h  principle,  that  because  ; 
Q  articles  had  been  declared  by  liim,  to  be  of  no  further 
to  himself,  he  was  determined  that  they  should  not  be  of 
ightest  value  to  any  other  person, 

i  intention  of  Capt,  Ross  was,  however,  nearly  frustrated, 
^determination,  which  the  earth  evinced  nut  to  receive 
in  and  other  marine  stores  witliin  its  bosom.  The  labor 
aking  the  excavation  was  begun  in  tlie  beginning  of 
ry  1832,  and  severe  indeed  did  it  prove  to  the  men 
>yed  on  it,  in  fact^  it  is  described  as  having  been  the 
trying  and  puioFul  task,  w  hich  they  had  undergone,  during 
hole  of  the  voyage.  Six  or  seven  men,  after  working  at 
ole  with  pickaxes  and  chisels,  for  three  or  four  days, 
not  succeed  in  getting  more  gravel  out  than  would  fill  a 
i  measure.  In  many  instances,  when  the  men  had  left  their 
ftt  the  hole,  on  returning  to  it  in  the  morning,  they  would 
II  their  tools  buried,  and  the  hole  filled  up  with  drift  snow, 
lai  season  of  the  year,  the  daylight  being  of  very  short 
hB,  the  men  were  frequently  obliged  to  leave  off  work, 
Vreturn  to  ihe  ship  before  they  had  even  recovered  their 
B  cleared  the  hole  of  the  snow,  which  had  drifted  into  it, 
K  employment  had  been  one  of  necessity,  or  of  common 
Bicy,  the  men  would  perhaps  have  not  raised  a  murmur 
mt  put  to  it;  but  when  lh*>y  questioned  themselves  as  to 
Hiy  of  their  df»ilv  ex-  >  an  intensity  of  cold  almost 

■  any,  whi*  -n  »  -  ^    'log  the  whole  of  i 

■ige,  for   i  ,„)    pof    nrof^pral 


idemiircattot. 


live 


uiigr^veiAGi:  or  -cArr.  soa0« 


wbeiber,  m  thorn  CA^es,  where  the  bottiKU  of  Ui9  fartDit 
urerftepped,  ibtfj  vrerc  not  authorised  to  refuj^e  their  ual 
mdhereoee  to  the  latter.  Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the 
cold,  to  which  the  men  were  Exposed  in  ihia  useksa  task, 
foUowiog  scale  of  the  weather  for  the  month  of  Jaousry 
when  it  will  be  seen  that  the  frost  was  at  soma  periods iVintp 
nine  degrees  below  the  freezing  point. 
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The  men  were   employed   at  this    excavation,  fcr  nnf^J 
weeks,  wlien  the  discovery  was  at  last  made  by  Cap! 
tliey  had    been   spending  their  slreng*lh  and  labor  i 
in  other  words,  that  he  had  employed  them  on  or 
which  was   not  to  be  accompH^^hed  by  bumnn  itf' 
ion.     Sooner  would    his  men  have  been  u!/ 
valion  in  the  layers  ofwhinstone  of  the  H 
than  they   could  have   succeeded    in  mak 
bound  ground,   on  which  they  had   been   \ 
last  two  months.     The  pickaxes  and  chise: 
in  the  attempt ;  but   6o   determined  was  Cu 
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falaabtc  treasures  should  not  full  into  the  hands  of  the  nativon, 
that  he  ordered  the  who[e  of  them  to  be  takeci  to  the  summit 
ot  one  of  the  neighbouring  hills,  and  there  buried  in  separate 
|l«<ipg,  according'  to  the  size  of  the  holes,  which  the  men  could 
liiake.  It  was,  however,  the  opinion  of  the  whole  of  the  crew, 
that  if  the  Esquimaux  should  ever  chance  to  visit  the  depository 
bf  the  treasures,  little  doubt  cxv»led  but  the  discovery  of  them 
prould  lake  place  t  and,  as  the  last  boon,  perhaps,  which  a  Euro- 
b^ao  will  ever  grant  to  these  poor  benighted  creatures  of  the 
borth,  we  sincerely  hope  that,  in  their  rude -fashioned  way,  they 
taaay  er©  now  have  converted  the  iron  into  their  hunting  spears, 
Und  the  wood  into  the  construction  of  their  sledges. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  18S%,  the  carpenter  w^as 
Employed  in  making  six  sledges,  four  of  large  dimensions^  for 
barrying  the  two  boats,  and  the  other  two  rather  smaller,  for 
the  conveyance  of  provisions.  The  boats  were  the  same  as 
Capt.  Franklin  had  on  his  journey,  and  were  peculiarly  adapted 
Ponr  nuvi gating  amongst  ice  :  it  was  in  fact;  on  these  two  boats, 
that  the  hopes  of  the  crew  depended  of  ever  reaching  their 
llattve  land  again,  and  therefore  they  were  put  in  the  best 
bofi^ible  repair,  which  the  skill  of  the  carpenter  c<mld  accom- 
plish :  they  had  been  buried  in  the  snow  during  the  whole  of 
Ihe  winter,  in  order  to  keep  the  wind  from  renting  them,  and 
bhey  were  now  got  on  board,  for  the  purpose  of  being  caulked 
bud  other vrise  repaired. 

I  In  ihe  beginning  of  January,  James  Dixon,  a  landsman,  died, 
blid  great  was  the  difficulty,  which  the  crew  experienced,  in 
bsaking  his  grave.  They  were  for  a  time  taken  off  from  the 
Imporlant  labor  of  making  the  excavation,  to  dig  his  grave; 
BQI  severe  as  was  the  task,  not  a  murmur  was  beard  amongst 
me  crew,  as  It  was  the  la^t  office,  which  they  would  have  to 
perform  for  one  of  their  companions,  who  had  shared  with  them 
niftir  dangers  and  their  sufferings,  but  who  was  now  to  be  laid 
|a  his  narrow  house,  to  sleep  his  eternal  sleep  in  the  unbroken 
htlence  of  nature's  dreariest  solitude,  U  was  a  week  before 
khe  men  could  penetrate  to  a  depth,  sufficient  to  hold  the  bci4^» 
■md  then  the  labor  was  similar   tc   l\m\  o(  d\g^\B^  ^\  "^  iq^> 


^people  of] 

At  tb«  time  U  kmiiiig  tkc  skip.  Cape  itu«  «ml  la  km  i 
^  YoQ  iDQit  tmke  no  sarvtbaa  joor  ofdittaty 
at  tlHtft  lime  it  is  life  ar  demih  witli  wT  bm  at 
bimieir  pcU  a  mass  of  lafaber  on  iha  aMg<a»  wlbA  «a»  J 
tii#  aliglnail  vae  to  any  om,  aor  perliafia  l«  hiu— It  wmdi 
flM  Mtitre  of  the  yoamej,  which  ha  ha4  Iwfata  kiiaL     H 
ar 


irgaad  amoD^  tfaeoiaalres,  that  if  tnfiaafd  of  p«Ul 
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boat  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  owing  tt>  the  irregularity  uf  the  ice  j 
aDd  t)>e  i^hole   slreng-th  of  ihiru^eii  hands  was  required  to  di 
'one  baat  along  to  a  certain  iUstatiGe,   aad  then    to  return   for 
tTie  otlier  boat,  and  frequently  for  the  sledge  also.     It   is  there* 
fore  diflScult  to  say  what  distance  the  raen  travelled ,  for  although 
the  boats  were  got  between  ibirly  and  forty  miles  in  a  *traig}it 
liDG  from  the  ship>  yet  it  U  Impossible  to  fix  the  number  of  miles 
Dvbieh  they  travelled,    in    their  frequent   trips    from  one    boat 
td  the  other;    and  sometimes  they  were  employed  in  thi«  labor 
during  the  chief  part  of  the  night,  sleeping  in  their  snow  housetj 
with  the  thermometer  sometimes  30"  below  zero.     The  manner 
in  which  the  snow  houses  were  buiUi  was  as  follows:  the  walls 
were  made  of   square  pieces  of  snow,    cut  with  a  cutlass  and 
Spade,  so  that  some  of  the  slabs  were  as  large  as  three  feet  by 
\wo ;  some  larger,  and  some  smaller,  accordingly  as  they  could 
be  cut;   there  were  four  sides  to   the  house,  but  it  was  found 
necessary  to  have  two  houses^  und  they  were  built  close    to- 
gether,  so  that    the   middle    wall  was    the   partition  between 
the  two.     The  walls  were  built  about  five  or  six  feet  high,  on 
which   were  laid  two   boat   oars,  and  a  sail    was  spread   over 
the  top.     Lumps  of  snow  were  put  on  the  sail,  to  keep  it  from 
being  blown  away.     The  bedding  of  the  men,  during  the  first 
|iart  of  the  journey,  was  made  of  deer  skins,  the   lower  part  of 
which,  was  like  a   bag,  coming  a  little  above  the  hip.     The 
other  part  covering  the  head.     Frequently  in  the  morning  has 
thi?  sleeping  dre^s  been  m  stifiened    with  the  frost,  that  rather 
than  bend,  it  would  break*    This  was  in  a  great  measure  attribut- 
ed to  the  brcatlij  which,  imparling  a  certain  degree  of  moisture 
to  the  deer  skin,  rendered  it  liable  to  the  influence  of  the  frost, 
and  in  this  state,  without   the  skin  ever  having  been  thawed, 
the  men  were  obliged  to  put  on  the  dress,  and  to  throw  them- 
selves on  their  bed  of  snow  to  sleep. 

On  the  *Mth,  all  hands  were  turned  out  at  G  a.  m.,  and  after 
breakfast  they  started  back  for  the  boat,  which  had  been  left 
behind  on  the  preceding  day,  at  which  they  arrived  by  10 
oclock,  and  succeeded  in  getting  her  up  to  the  other  hoNsX  ti>j 
^  i>.  M.     They  then  proceeded  to  lake  ottft  ol  ^^wa  \iQ»X»  VcL\^^^?!i^ 
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■«n  ll»e  route,  to  the  diatance  of  about  ihree  miles,  siti»l  ihen  m 
turned  la  the  teuts  or  «oov/  houses  to  sleep,  having  doting  Ita 
ddy  walked  upwards  of  ten  miles;  the  thermometer  at  midnighi 
being  Ti°  helow  zero,  or   54^  below  the  freezin^r  point. 

On  Wednesday  the  *25ih,  all  hands  were  turned  out  &%  usiaf 
at  six,  and  after  breakfast,  proceeded  with  the  boat  to  the  iaad, 
and  returned  for  the  sledge;  and  after  conBJderable  labor  ^ol 
her  to  the  place  where  the  hoal  was,  and  then  proceeded  wiOi 
the  boat  and  sleilge  f<jr  about  three  miles  Here  they  were 
obliged  to  travel  one  mile  with  the  boat,  and  then  return  for  the 
sledge,  and  so  on  alternately  for  the  dislani^^e  of  about  8  miles, 
Four  hands  were  left  to  build  the  snow  huts,  the  reuiainder^ 
were  despatched  to  bring  up  the  second  boat,  which  was  a  mile 
astern. 

It  was  the  belief  of  the  whiile  crew,  that  a  much  longer  tiot 
would  have  been  occupied,  in  getting  the  boats  duWn  tb» 
country,  if  Commander  Ross  had  not  taken  upon  himself  tbi 
management  of  the  business.  On  the  commencenienl  of  thi 
travelling,  Cupt.  Ross  travelled  with  the^n,  or  rather  he  wit 
dragged  or  carried ;  but  as  to  any  assistance  to  the  strength  oi 
the  work,  he  mighty  bo  compared  to  the  kind  hearted  and  cm* 
fiiiderate  qnaker^  whoj  on  seeing  a  pavior  very  bard  at  work» 
kindly  offered  to  assist  him,  by  giving  the  u^ual  grunt,  when* 
ever  the  rammer  was  driven  upon  the  stones.  It  was  the  genertl 
belief,  that  if  Capt.  Ross  and  his  nephew  had  been  upon  gt>oi 
terms  with  each  other,  which  they  never  were  for  a  month  U^ 
gether,  Commander  Ross  would  have  worked  equally  to  any 
in  the  service  ;  nor  would  he  have  required  the  men  to  tow  bl 
home  to  the  snow  hou^,  after  they  had  been  dragging  a  liwtf 
load  during  the  whole  of  the  day  The  presence  of  Capt.  RossilK 
deed  was  not  required  at  all,  for  lie  was  rather  a  drawback  ^pou 
than  a  stimulus  to  the  e;tertions  of  the  men,  and  was  looked  upofi^ 
more  as  a  dead  weight  than  an  acquisition.  To  the  men, 
bore  the  cliaracter  of  the  ass  in  the  team,  who,  insteAil  of  i 
his  strength  to  the  draught,  considered  that  it  would 
more  comroriable  for  him  to  be  dragged  along  b>  the 
and   thus  rendered    himself  a   positive   nuisance,  insteai 
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co*operattng  member.  It  was  considered  hig-li  time  far  Capt, 
R(if(S  to  think  of  travelling*  i^hen  the  final  farewell  was  takott'" 
of  the  fihip  ;  and  indeed  had  he  possessed  dny  regard  for  ihe 
health  and  convenience  of  his  crew,  he  would  not  have  imposed 
upon  them,  the  additional  labor  of  dragging  his  ponderous  frame 
over  hills  of  snow,  and  hummocks  of  ice,  when  their  strength 
had  been  brought  to  a  state  of  almost  complete  exhaustion^  by 
the  daily  fatigue,  which  they  had  to  undergo.  At  this  time  the 
men  were  on  full  allowance^  but  there  were  two  or  three  of 
them,  who  could  not  eat  the  wholo  of  it,  on  account  of  the 
oomplaiDt  in  their  bowels,  from  which  they  never  prtvperly  re- 
covered, and  therefore  they  were  frequently  obliged  to  apply 
tti  Copt.  Ross  for  some  medicine. 

It  was  on  one  of  these  travelling  parties*  that  two  of  the  men 
were  very  ill,  and  they  applied  to  their  captain  for  some  relief, 
btit  his  only  answer  was  in  his  ut^iial  imperious  tone,  '*Go  along 
fihore,  and  see  if  you  cannot  find  some  salt  water,  and  take  a 
good  drink  of  it,  and  if  you  cannot  find  any  water,  swallow  ft 
musket  ball/*  This,  said  one  of  the  poor  fellows,  1  thought 
very  hard  usage >  for  a  man  that  had  been  working  the  whole 
of  the  day,  more  like  a  slave  than  an  English  seaman,  and 
to  be  treated  so  by  his  captain,  an  old  man,  who  now  depended 
entirely  on  the  strength  and  health  of  his  crew,  whether  he 
would  ever  see  his  native  land  again.  Capt.  Ross  wa*^  one  of 
those,  who,  on  the  first  travelling  parties,  could  nut  eat  the 
iivbole  of  his  allowance,  but  rather  than  share  the  surplus  wiih 
bis  men,  he  would  put  it  carefully  into  a  bag,  so  that  by  the 
time  that  the  boats,  provisions,  &c,,  were  all  got  down  to  the 
^me  spot  together,  he  left  his  bag  of  spare  provisions  behind 
him,  when  they  all  returned  to  the  ship  fur  the  last  time. 

It  may  be  rather  interesting  to  lake  a  view  of  the  isolated 
state  of  the  Victory,  at  the  lime  when  slie  was  on  the  eve  of 
being  abandoned,  and  then  compare  the  conduct  of  some  of  the 
invalids,  wiili  ihe  hoasis,  which  they  were  daily  and  hourly 
making,  of  the  great  strength  and  exertion,  which  they  would 
put  Uifili  on  every  occasion  m  wluch  they  would  be  teQ^\t^4, 
In  the  first  place»  /Anthony  Buck  was  bViud  ,  ^ivi  ^X^wv^V^ 


6ie 


LAST    VOYAI5E    OF   CAPT.  HOSt. 


Spirit  ^as  willing  to  undergo  bis  propoTtion  of  ihe  fatigue^ 
h\B  infirmity  in  a  great  measure  prevented  Inro,  Georg^e  Tayh 
had  half  his  foot  frozen  off,  and  tiierefure  became  a  eonti 
pensioner  upon  tlie  exertions  of  his  companions.  Henry  Ayn 
the  cook,  was  an  old  man,  fil  for  the  caboose,  but  unable  to  «i 
any  great  faiigue.  Mr/Thom  was  an  old  man.  clever  and 
in  his  official  capacity,  but  totally  incapable  of  aecotnplUh 
any  hard  work.  Mr.  McDiarmid,  althoogh  a  native  of  ill 
north,  had  by  some  means  acquired  a  few  of  the  habiiisof  li 
Gascon :  for  it  was  his  boast,  that  when  put  to  the  fnal.  I 
would  be  found  in  strength  equal  to  a  Irewer's  dmy-horae.  b 
when  properly  put  to  the  sledge,  he  exhibited  the  power  (f4 
cosiernronger's  knacker.  In  the  rear  of  these  incapable^,  cam 
Capt.  Ross  hims^elf,  the  oldest  of  the  old,  whov»o  boaKt  It 
that  he  could  drag  as  much  as  any  of  the  crew:  and  thankfti 
were  they  that  they  had  such  an  eflficient  individual  a 
them,  who,  although  he  could  not  exactly  put  his  shoul 
the  wheel,  on  any  emergency,  for  the  best  of  all  reasons, 
there  was  not  any  wheel  lo  put  it  to,  yet  vrho,  when  Jmri 
to  a  sledge,  could  show  the  youthful  part  of  the  crew  what 
sexagenarian  could  perform  in  the  way  of  rivalling  a  HercuH 
or  an  Atlas.  On  the  first  travelling  expedition,  the  drawing  po' 
ofCapt,  Ross  were  put  to  the  lest,  hut  the  seamen  soon 
ceived  that  he  had  a  very  peculiar  method  of  dragirtng, 
taking  somewhat  of  the  character  of  the  restive  hor^te^  wH 
instead  of  dragging,  is  obliged  to  be  dragged  along  hy  themli' 
horses.  It  was  natural  for  the  seamen  to  expect,  when  t! 
their  worthy  captain  a|»ply  himself  to  the  traces,  that  tbr 
diminulion  of  the  draught  would  be  experienced,  aa 
additional  hor^e  is  put  to  a  team«  to  drag  a  load  up  a  htll; 
Strang©  to  say,  the  direct  contrary  was  experienced,  i 
by  tho^e,  w  ho  were  in  the  front,  for  it  appc-ured  to  ih* 
.suflilcn,  as  ir  12  or  14  additional  stone  were  placed  en  the 
noi  litnhng,  however,  that  to  be  really  the  case,  thev  dit 
their  attcution  to  discover  the  cause  of  such  an  unr  — 
position  on  their  strength,  when  they  found  out  ti 
heir  laptaiu    had  got  hold  of  the  traces,  yet  it  was  not  fiir< 
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»  of  gif  ing"  his  herculean  strength  to  llio  projectile  pn 
gresa  of  the  load,  that  was  behiod  him,  but  that  his  own  bodf^ 
might  be  carried  more  easily  and  coinfortaoiy,  than  could 
possibly  be  done  by  the  mero  exertion  nf  hiR  own  loeomotivo 
powers  :  the  sum  total  of  all  which  wa«,  that  Capt,  Ross  gave 
xhe  preference  to  being  dragged  along,  rather  than  commit  any 
act  at  the  latter  part  of  the  voyage,  by  iivhich  his  crew  should 
think  that  he  was  an  ass  whatever  he  might  have  done  to  im- 
press that  opinion  upon  their  minds  during  the  former  part  of  it. 
Nevertheless,  it  was  admitted  by  all  the  crew,  that  Capt.  Ro8i 
was  a  very  good  draughtsman,  as  far  as  drawing  the  granite 
mountains  of  Boothia  Felix,  or  the  scenery  of  the  identical  spot 
where  he  discovered  the  position  of  the  magnetic  pole,  was  con* 
cerned  ;  but  that,  when  put  to  the  drawing  of  a  sledge,  he  was 
the  very  type  of  the  old  mule,  which  the  abbe*?s  and  the  nun 
thumped  so  lustily,  in  Sterne's  Sentimental  Journey. 

On  Thursday  ihe  26th,  the  gales  of  wind  were  so  violent,  and 
the  drifts  of  snow  so  thick,  that  no  progress  wfmievcr  could  b© 
made  in  the  journey  :  but  severe  as  was  the  labor,  on  which 
tlve  men  were  employed,  they  all  agreed*  that  ihcy  would  give 
the  preference  to  it,  rather  than  to  the  life,  which  they  led  this 
day,  in  their  snow  houses.  It  was  misery,  in  the  fullest  sense 
of  the  word;  cowring  ma  corner,  they  appeared  like  so  many 
baasts  in  a  den — no  cordial  to  cheer  their  droopin^;'  spirits — no 
fuel  to  invigorate  their  exhausted  frames*  the  tempest  raging 
rnund  their  chilly  habitation  ;  and  if  they  ventured  to  peep  out 
upon  the  white  wide  scene,  which  lay  before  them,  nothing  met 
their  view  but  immense  drifts  of  srtow,  hurried  along  by  thM 
iiipf>tuosity  of  the  blast,  and  threatening  tn  bury  thtm  unda 
iThaii  accumulating  masses.     Whilst  dragging iho  ■ 

vd   the   thought    to  cheer  them,   that  every  utef  I 

ik  brought  them^  perhaps^  nearer  to  their  em««  \ 

ich  a  desolate  region;  but  whilttt  shut  up  iu  th': 
ley  had  scarcely    an  abject  to    dwell  upon  whici 
temporary  gleam    of   happinesj*   "vp-p    iho  d*»tjj 
leir  present  situation, 
Un  Friday  the  17tb»  the  weather  ha^  i 

as.  iK  I 
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ihut  the  Vlctoi'y   i^as  abandoned:  and  Juwri  the  cheeks  of 

of  the  hardy  wealher  beaien   tiiMriners,  a  tear  was  seen  to  ful 

as  they  stood  upon  the  beach,  and  waving  their  hat«,  gave  ibn 

cheerH,   exclaiming  **  Good  bye,  Victory/'     A   glass   of  Bootli 

cordial  bad  been  given  to  each   man,   a  few  niinutea   before  i| 

left    the    vessel  ;    and   the   chvering    thought    that    they   w« 

homeward  boimd,  gave  a  temporary  animation  to  their  spiril 

and  reconciled  them  to  many  a  loss,  with  which  the  abaiu)o| 

ment  of  the  vessel  was  accompanied^  On  leaving  the  ship,  ever 

man  was    allowed  a  blanket^  sewed  up  in  the  shape  of  a  bu| 

Hack,  the  weight  of  which  did  not  exceed  7  U)S. ;  two  abirla^ 

in   wear  at    the   same   lime;  three   pair  of  hose;  two  pair 

drawers,  and  two  pair  of  trowsers^  with  the  jacket  and  waisleai 

in  wear :  so  that  the  whole  weighty  which  a  man    had  oi^ 

stedge,  could  not  exceed  10  lbs.    On  the  other  hand,  the  ffriB 

that  Capt.  Ross  had  on  the  sledge,  was  supposed  to  exceed  9^ 

His  bedding    weighed   nearly  50  lbs.  for    it  was    made  wt  A 

skin  of  the  musk  ox  ;  his  coverlid  wa^^  a  large  wolfs  skin;  Hi 

cloak   a    seal  skin;  his  jacket    was    lined  with  deer  ^in;  lul 

sleeping  boots  were  made  of  bear   s^kin,   the  hairy  part  iufliiiii 

and  two  large  down  pillows,  for  his  head  to  rest  upon.     He  ki 

also  three  cases  and  ftmr  large  ba^^s,  the  contents  of  which  wfri 

never  discovered  by  the  crew  ;  but  frequently  they   have  tsiri 

him,   when    they  have  turned  in,  and   he    thought    they  w«l 

asleep,  repair  slyly  1o  one  of  those  bags,  and  take  from  it  fooij 

kind  of  eatable,    with   which  he  was  wont  to  regale  himself  U 

private,  and  which  some  of  the  crew,  who  watched  bis  tnotiM 

were  disposed  to  include  aoiongst  the  prwaiions^  which  beflll 

the  good  credulous  people  of  England  on  his  return,  that  hnim 

endured  in  common  with  his  men.  -4 

At  the  time  of  leaving  the  ship,  Capt.  Ross  caid  to  his  liH 

"You  must  take  no  more  than  your  ordinary  wearing  appaf^l4| 

ut  this  time  it  is  life  or  death  with  us  ;'^  but  at  Uie  name  tiai%^ 

himself  put  a  mass  of  lumber  on  the  &ledge»  which  was  ^H 

the  slightest  use  to  any  one,  nor  perhaps  to  himself,  cocitidl^| 

the  nature  ot  iVve  ^ouxive^j ,  ^\\\c?ti  V^i  Wd  before  him,     JiUnfl^ 

ineo  argued  aavangs\  v\\em%ftVN^%,  ^%vM  \v»\»iw^  <A  ^^vai|, 
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bold  Upon  deck,  and   making  bags  to  contain  the  bread  and 
biscuit, 

For  some  days  previously  to  leaving  the  ship/Capt.  Ross  was 
bu*iily  employed  burying  some  boxes;  and,  in  order  to  deceive 
the  Esquimaux,  he  placed  at  the  head  and  foot  of  the  lioles, 
si»mc  Esquimaux  skulls,  meaning  thereby  to  denote,  that  some 
pi  .  ^vH  was  buried  there.  Nut  more  solicitous  could  the  miser 
eithibit  himself  about  his  boards  of  buried  gofd,  than  Capt.  Ross 
showed  himself  about  the  contents  of  his  boxes  ;  not  an  indivi- 
dual could  divine  the  motive  of  his  solicitude,  for  to  every  one 
il  appeared  as  a  matter  of  little  moment,  whether  the  treasures, 
which  the  boxes  contained,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Esquimaux, 
teeing  that  not  the  slightest  probability  existed,  of  the  place 
ever  being  vi^sited  again,  the  fact  being  ascertained,  that  it 
was  not  tlie  route  to  the  North  West  Passage  j  and  it  was  cer- 
tain, that  the  country  held  forth  no  other  allure ment  to  induce 
the  mariner  ever  again  to  navigate  its  seas.  A  circumstance, 
however,  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  crew,  on  their  journey 
fifom  the  ship  to  Fury  Beach,  which  excited  some  conjectures  in 
ihevr  minds,  that  they  had  discovered  a  clue  to  the  motive  u( 
Capt,  Ross,  for  burying  so  many  articles,  as  well  as  his  grent 
solicitude  to  keep  them  from  the  iiands  of  the  Esquimaux;  it. 
however,  still  remains,  in  a  certain  degree,  an  unsettled  point, 
and  the  charge  of  extreme  selfishness,  attached  to  Capt.  Ross, 
stands  unrefuted. 

On  the  day  previously  to  the  abandonment  of  the  ship,  the 
crew  were  all  assembled  in  the  cabin,  and  Capt.  Ross  ha- 
rangued them  on  the  arduous  duty,  which  they  had  to  undergo, 
and  the  severe  privations,  which  they  would  have  to  endure. 
ije,  however,  promised  theni  individually,  that  should  they  be 
so  fortunate  as  to  reach  their  native  country,  they  should, 
through  his  influence,  be  placed  in  such  situations,  as  to  ensure 
them  a  comfortable  provi'^ion  for  life,  a^  a  reward  for  their 
services,  and  their  unflinching  steadiness  in  the  hour  of  Iri.il 
and  danger.  The  manner,  in  which  titose  promises  were  ful- 
filled, will  be  hereafter  stated. 

It  was  on  the   I9ih  ^fnv    I *35^ft^^^^|A*^\j^  \Xi   vYii^  wioxviw^^ 
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that  the  VleUxy  wa<i  abaDcloited:  ai^d  Juwd  the  cheeki  i»r  ftotiio 
uf  the  hardy  weather  beaten  inariners,  a  tear  was  seen  to  fali, 
us  they  stood  upon  the  beach,  and  waving*  their  Ii4it«,  gaT«i  ibret 
cheers,  exclaiming^  "  Good  bye,  \  iclory*'  A  ^las^  of  Bciatbi 
cordial  bad  been  given  ta  each  man,  a  few  mioutea  before  be 
left  the  vessel  ;  and  the  chtering  thought  thai  they 
huraeward  bound,  gate  a  temporary  animation  %o  ibetr  f^piri^ 
and  reconciled  them  to  many  a  loss,  with  which  ibe  abaii 
inent  of  the  vessel  was  accompanied*  On  leaving  ibeshtp^ev 
man  wa8  allowed  a  blanket,  sewed  up  in  the  ahape  of  a 
gacki  the  weight  of  which  did  not  exceed  7  tbs. ;  two  ahirts,  I 
in  wear  at  the  same  time;  three  pair  of  hose;  two  pair  of 
drawers,  and  two  pair  of  trowsers,  with  the  jacket  and  «rmtiu«it 
in  wear:  so  llmt  the  whole  weighty  which  a  rnan  had  onlbt 
sledge,  could  not  exceed  10  lbs.  On  the  other  hand^  the  waiffat, 
that  Capt«  Ross  had  on  ibc  sledge,  waa  supposed  to  exceed  dcvt 
His  bedding  weighed  nearly  50  Ibe.  for  it  wae  ntaile  of  tbt 
skin  of  the  musk  ox  ;  hU  coverlid  wa»  a  targe  wolf  *8  skin  ' 
cloak  a  seal  skin;  hia  jacket  was  lined  with  deer  skm.  l»- 
sleeping  boots  were  made  of  bear  i>kin,  the  hairy  part  insidf; 
and  two  large  down  pillows,  for  his  head  to  rest  u|fon.  He  M 
also  three  cases  and  four  large  ba^s,  ihe  contentA  of  wUeb  w§m 
never  discovered  by  tlie  crew  ;  but  frequently  ihey  hare  tait 
him,  when  they  have  turned  in,  and  he  thoug^ht  the?  wttt 
asleep,  repair  slyly  to  one  of  those  bags,  and  lake  froin  it  soms 
kind  of  eatable,  with  which  he  was  wont  to  re^le  fainaelfli 
privaie,  and  which  some  of  the  crew,  who  watched  bia  moiioVk 
were  disposed  to  include  amongst  the  privaltons^  which  be  toU 
the  good  credulous  people  of  England  on  bia  return,  that  hulk 
endured  in  common  with  his  men. 

At  the  time  of  leaving  the  ship,  Capt,  Rosa  aaid  to  hta  sift 
''  You  must  take  no  more  than  your  ordinary  weariug  mppaiel,fit 
at  this  time  it  is  life  or  death  with  us ;"  but  at  U»e  sttme  time.k 
himself  put  a  mass  of  lumber  on  the  sledge,  which  mmm  iMiti' 
the  slightest  use  to  any  one,  nor  perhaps  to  himeelf,  coiisid 
the  nature  ot  the  '^ouTt\e^ .» vi\\\^  \skSi  W^  b&Cure  him.  Nvw  ' 
men  argued  amongst  vYv^Jtas^VN^^,  >?ft^v  vV  \\ii9^^&^  ^  ^cas^w^^ 
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enormous  addiiional  load  of  lumber  upon  the  sledge,  allowing » 
binn,  however,  an  extra  quantity  of  bedding*,    on  account  of  hia 
oi4  dge,  he  had  brought  with  hlin  a  correflponding  load  of  pro- 
Wtion»,  he  would   have  been  able  to  have  given  them  a  greater 
quantity  of  food   per  day;  but  it  was  this  culpable  neglect  on 
llie   part   of  Capt*  Ross,  to     the   coninion    comfort  of  his  men, 
which  alienated  their  esteem  from  him,  and  in  the  end  rendered 
him  so  contemptible  in  their  eyes,  that  had  they  had  their  op- 
lion,  the   first  thing,   that  thpy  would    have   left  behind  them, 
would   have  been   the  captain   himself.     It  is  a  fact,  that  there 
were  brought   down  to  Fury  Beach,  between  30  and  40tbs  of 
cocoa-nut  oil,  ttiat  might  have  been  burnt  for  fuel  in  the  month 
of  June  18:31;  and  whilst  the  men  were  travelling  for  nine  days 
successively^   they   had    nothing    wherewith    to  moisten    their 
mouths,  or  to  drink  with  their  biscuits,  which  was  onlv  half  a 
punod  a  man  per  day»  but  a  handful  of  snow  in  one  hand»  and 
in  the  other  the  biscuit  and  the  preserved  meat,  both  of  which 
were   as    hard  as   a  rock. 

The  crew  had  not  been  away  three  days  from  the  ship,  before 
they  were  put  on  an  allowance  of  two  thirds  of  a  pound  at 
bread  per  day,  and  half  a  pound  of  meat.  The  officers  were 
put  on  the  same  allowance;  but  it  may  be  necessary  to  remark, 
that  on  their  travels  from  the  ship  to  Fury  Beach,  the  crew  were 
divided  into  three  watches,  each  occupying  their  own  tent,  with 
one  of  the  superior  officers  placed  over  them.  One  of  the  in- 
dividuals, who  has  furnished  us  with  the  documents  for  this 
work,  was  attached  to  the  watch  belonging  to  Capt*  Ross,  and 
to  use  his  own  words,  it  w^ould  fill  a  large  volume,  were  be  to 
relate  all  the  mean  and  shabby  ways,  which  he  saw  practiced 
by  that  individual.  The  order  for  the  short  allowance  was 
given  by  Capt.  Ross;  but  to  htm  it  was  of  no  consequence,  for 
he  had  brought  with  him  from  the  ship  a  spare  box  of  provisions, 
independently  of  other  things  wherewith  to  satiate  his  appetite. 
On  several  occasions,  he  repaired  to  his  spare  bag,  and  to  his 
ease  of  cordials,  when  his  men  were  eating  snow,  or  crushing 
beneath  their  teeth  an  icicle,  as  a  refresher  to  ^Vv^\t  t(vs>3^X\^. 
Several  times  has  be  covered  his  head  w\t\\  \v\%  icwjfcV 'ax  ^v©k%    ^ 
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which  was  hiR  bed,  and  eat  his  biscuits  so  that  none  should  i 
or  hear  birn. 

The  crew  were  about  five  days  m  reaching  the  place  whert^ 
the  boats  had  been  left ;  no  time  was  then  lost  la  proceediog 
with  then),  and  they  succeeded  in  dragging  them  eight  miles, 
further;  but  the  travelliug  became  here  so  diflBcult.  >  the  ict 
forming  almost  a  complete  barrier^  that  it  was  determioec! 
to  leave  the  boatfi,  and  proceed  with  the  si  edges,  three  ia 
number,  to  Fury  Beach.  The  place  where  the  boats  were  left, 
wa«  called  Good  Harbour,  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  pro 
visions  was  buried  under  them*  in  case  they  should  have  It 
return  to  them  in  the  following  August  or  September;  fiw  it 
was  running  considerable  hazard  to  proceed  to  Fury  Beach^witli 
the  great  uncertainty  existing,  that  any  provisions,  or  any  tbiog 
else  were  to  be  found  there,  it  being  then  three  years  nince  thi 
Victory  visited   it  last. 

It  was  here  that  Capt,  Ross  mentioned  a  circumstance  to  bis 
men,  which  set  them  all  in  a  state  ol  wonder,  as  not  the  slightest 
whimper  of  it  had  ever  been  heard  before,  nor  could  they  t* 
a  moment  believe^  that  there  was  any  truth  in  the  strange  repoft 
which  he  made«  but  that  it  was  done  to  answer  some  purpose* 
which  they  could  not  at  that  time  discover.  It  may  be  remeni* 
bered,  that  Capt.  Ross  declared,  before  the  committee  of  llMf 
House  of  Commons,  that  he  would  not  have  considered  him^If 
warranted  in  undertaking  the  expedition,  if  he  bad  not  koavs 
that  the  Fury's  stores  were  in  good  preservation,  and  eiilf 
waited  ht^  arrival  to  bo  furmalty  taken  possession  ot  qo^B 
the  name  of  his  Britannic  majesty,  but  of  Capt.  John  Ro(K<,  fPP 
had  every  reason  to  look  upon  them  as  a  far  greater  godsend,  thso 
England  once  received  from  Austria,  in  the  shape  of  jESOOOCA 
one  half  of  which  was  immediately  voted  away»ti» 
reckless  extravagance  of  George  IV.,  in  his  sot-dts 
ments  of  Windsor  cattle. 

By  what  power  of  divination  or  of  witchcraft,  Capt«  Ifl 
had  arrived  at  the  knowledge  of  the  stores  of  the  Fury  li^| 
still  r>n  the  beach  and  in  good  condition,  he  totally  omttcdH 
inipan  the  necessary  information ;  nor  did  any  af  the  fiiml^| 


LAST    VOYAaK    OF   CAPT.    ROSS. 


6M 


think  it  becOfniDg  tn  them,  to  pal  a  quef^tion  to  him  of  such  a 
puzzling  nature,  the  answering  of  which  would  have  confounded 
inn  in  a  greater  degree,  than  any  of  the  two  and  thirty  questions 
^rhich  George  III.  put  in  one  breath,  to  the  wonder-stricken 
brewer  of  Chiswetl-street.  It  was,  however,  perhaps  a  deep 
stroke  of  policy  on  the  part  of  Capt.  Ross^  to  hold  out  the 
flattering  and  cheering  picture  to  his  crew^  that  no  danger 
^whatever  tfxisted  of  them  being  starved  to  death;  .'ilthou^^h  he 
could  not  answer  for  them  not  being  frozen  to  deaths  for  so  long 
as  the  certainty  existed,  of  the  Fury's  stijres  being  on  the  beach, 
the  certainty  also  existed,  if  they  did  not  in  reality  succeed 
in  dining  with  the  governor  of  Kamschatka,  that  one  of  the 
^eatest  evils,  which  a  sailor  dreads,  namely,  that  of  being  put 
on  short  allowance,  could  not  possibly  take  place  during  their 
present  voyage.  How  great,  therefore,  was  the  astonishment 
of  the  crew,  when  Capt.  Ross  now  informed  them,  that  when 
he  was  at  Wiodford,  on  the  eastern  coast  of  Baffin'^  Bay,  in 
1819,  he  had  written  a  letter  to  Mr,  Booth,  instructing  him  to 
fit  out  the  John,  with  the  least  possible  delay,  and  to  despatch 
her  direct  to  Fury  Beach,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  bringing  away 
the  remaining  stores  of  the  Fury, 

The  only  reason,  which  Capt.  Ross  had  given  to  his  men,  for 
directing  his  course  towards  Fury  Beach,  was  the  hope,  that 
be  should  there  find  such  a  stock  of  provisions,  as  would  ensure 
them  from  ail  risk  of  actual  want;  and  it  may  be  truly  said, 
that  it  was  a  hope,  of  which  no  wise  or  politic  commander 
would  have  wantonly  robbed  his  men*  under  the  severe  and 
trying  circumstances,  in  which  they  were  then  placed.  It  was 
their  daily  habit  to  cheer  one  anotlier  with  the  pmspect,  that  aU 
though  they  were  then  on  short  allowance,  a  few  days  morifl 
would  bring  them  to  Fury  Beach,  where  plenty  was  supposed 
to  await  then),  and  where  they  expected  to  be  placed  under  no 
restriction  whatever^  as  to  the  quantity^  which  it  might  be 
their  pleasure  to  otmsume.  A  faint  glimpse  was,  however,  ob* 
tained  inio  this  exLraordinarv  conduct  on  the  part  of  Capt.  Rohs, 
from  the  extreme  anxiety,  which  he  evinced  not  to  l<5^Nfe  V\\% 
boats  behind  bim;  for,  as  their  ullimale  e^ciip^  Ucim  Ccvf^  ^^MCkVif 
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depended  upon  the  boaU,  and  as  ihe  prolMibilitjr 
tbe  Futv'b  boau  might  either  be  washed  off  the  beAch,  or 
yielded  ta  the  rtg:orou8  influence  of  the  weathec,  !t  bei 
matter  of  do  small  importance  to  keep  poese&sioo  of  the 
livhich  they  had  brought  away  from  the  Victory  ;  aiid  tbei 
Capt,  RosB  was  reduced  to  the  desperate  expedient  of  in?i 
some  fictitious  tale,  which  should  lead  his  crew  to  beltei^e,  llii< 
tbe  etores  of  the  Fury  would  not  be  found  on  the  b««cb,  fii 
which  reason  it  was  supposed,  that  they  would  redouble  ibeif 
exeKions  to  take  tbe  Victory^s  boats  along  with  them.  In  tbil 
retpect,  however,  the  calculations  o(  Capt,  Rose  turned  out  tt 
be  false:  for,  greatly  as  the  men  might  be  di!tpo<ied  to  draf  tbi 
boats  along  with  theni^  it  was  found  not  to  be  within  theeoai^ 
pass  of  possibility  ;  and  all,  therefore,  which  Capt.  Ro«a  gaiftil 
by  bis  manoeuvre .  was,  that  he  had  damped  the  Rptrita  af  Uf 
men,  and  laid  himself  open  lo  the  imputation  of  having  ad 
a  line  uf  conduct,  at  once  senseless,  selfish,  and  mhuma 

For  the  first  three  days,  after  leaving  the  place  wb#r» 
boats  were  abandoned,  the  travelling  was  exceedingly  bad,  tnd 
put  the  strength  of  the  men  to  ihe  utmost  stretch.  Capt 
was  now  found  to  be^  in  the  ejipressive  language  of  the 
a  feather-bed  traveller ;  and  although  the  men  grumMed  mt  it' 
dragging  along  the  lame,  the  blind,  and  the  halt,  yet  they  C9- 
pected  that  some  part  of  the  boastings  of  Capt,  Rosb  wceM  li 
verified,  and  that  he  would  employ  whatever  strength  be  hadtii 
the  dragging  of  the  sledges,  and  animate  his  men,  by  tit  it' 
ample  of  an  active  participation  of  their  labor,  and  a 
resoLutioa  to  share  with  them  the  slavery  of  their  l«A. 
reverse  was,  however,  the  case,  fur  Capt*  Roas  generalfr 
himself  as  an  inside  passenger  of  tbe  most  eommodiM^ 
the  sledges,  taking  ever  and  anon  a  stimulatmg  refreallii 
his  provision  bag,  and  enjoying  the  cold  sublimity  oTtli* 
around  him,  with  all  tbe  coolness  of  the  mo6t  ai 
stoic. 

travelling  they  arrived 


days 


par 


try,  where  the  land  was  very  low  and  swampy,  4 
they  made^  was  slow   and  limited ;  under   tb 
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it  was  ccinsidereil  politic  to  seud  a  party  in  advance  to  Fury 
Beach*  for   the  purpose  of  ascertainiDg  the  state  of  the    pro* 

lions;  and  after  having  made  a  full  examination  of  ihem, 
iey  were  to  return  to  the  main  body,  who  were  still  to  keep 
on  pursuing;  their  course,  with  all  the  expedition,  which  the  pe- 
culiar situation  of  the  country  would  admit  of. 

Coramander  Ross  was  always  the  foremost  in  an  expedition 
of  this  kind  ;  and,  accompanied  by  Abernethy  and  Park,  he 
set  off  in  a  light  trunibogan  (a  smai!  kind  of  sledge,)  with  the 
hearty  wishes  of  the  whole  crew  for  his  success,  who  gave  him 
three  cheers^  as  he  parted  from  them^  and  before  night-fall  hts 
was  out  of  sight. 

Heavily  and  slowly  now  moved  on  the  main  body— ^the 
niaster  spirit  had  left  them,  whieh  animated  them  through  their 
arduous  undertaking — that  cheered  ihem  in  tlie  hour  of  ex- 
haustion and  fatigue — that  participated  in  tlieir  toils,  and 
fitood  the  foremost  in  their  dangers.  The  sufferings,  which  the 
men  now  endured,  were  excessive,  and  principally  occasioned  by 
ihe  want  of  water,  not  a  drop  of  which  was  to  be  obtained  ;  the 
only  moiBture^  which  the  men  had  to  their  mouths,  being  ob- 
tained from  snow  or  icicles,  which,  in  the  moment  of  their 
|okes,  they  called  Ross*  barley  sugar.  At  the  close  of  their 
day's  journey,  it  was  a  disheartening  thought  to  them,  that  not 
a  drop  of  water  was  to  be  obtained  to  their  meal,  which  con- 
sisted of  hard  bread  and  meat,  some  of  which  was  salted,  which 
tended  to  aggravate  the  evil,  by  increasing  their  thirst*  But 
to  the  men  it  appeared  an  act  of  direct  cruelty,  on  the  part  of 
Capt.  Ross,  that  he  liad  it  in  his  power  to  put  an  end  to  the 
severe  privations,  under  which  they  were  suflering ;  for  he  had 
a  large  quantity  of  cocoa-out  oil  on  the  sledges,  which  was  the 
be«t  material  for  fuel,  as  their  fire-places  were  made  like 
lamps,  and  a  very  little  trouble  would  have  been  requtrea  to 
invert  a  quantity  of  snow  into  w^ater,  sufficient  for  the  wants 

•Hi*  whole  of  the  crew  ;  but,  strange  to  say,  even    this  trifling 
necessities  of  the  men,  was    denied  th€fm»  for 
transporting^  »  ouanlUy  of  his    coooa-ntit 
nak  -xV  \o  xWVfe^VXv  %xi.^. 
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comfort  qf  bis  suflTering  crew.  There  was  also  u  Urge  quaninT 
tjf  cocoa,  but  there  was  oot  a  sufficiency  of  sugar  lo  U&l  ihem  ta 
the  Beach. 

We  will,  however^  contrast  the  report  of  those  proceediags, 
as  transmitted  to  us  by  three  of  the  crew,  all  of  whom  agree  in 
every  particular  as  it  is  set  down  io  our  narrative,  with  the 
evidence,  which  Capt*  Ross  gave  to  the  committee  of  the  House 
of  Commons  ;  and  the  only  comment,  which  we  shall  at  present 
make,  is,  that  either  Capt  Ross  or  his  crew  dt^part  egregi- 
ously  from  the  truth,  But  we  have  before  us,  three  separate 
ccounts  of  the  journey  from  the  Victory  to  Fury  Beach,  and 
they  all  coincide  in  their  description  of  the  severe  sufferings, 
which  they  underwent,  on  account  of  the  want  of  water*  We 
al«o  solicit  attention  to  the  extreme  sapience,  by  which  some  of 
the  questions  are  distinguished,  preservingj  at  the  same  limeys 
becoming  silence  as  to  the  drifts  which  so  clearly  shows  itself 
during  the  whale  of  the  examination. 

The  77tb  question  is — **  When  did  you  abandon   yout  ahipf 
n  29th  May,  1831.     And  you  proceeded  on  foot  northward  CD 
Fury  Beach  !''—'*  Yes." 

*'  Did  you  undergo  any  very  great  degree  of  suffering,  iu  the 
course  of  your  journey  to  Fury  Beach  V* — '*  fVe  did  ;  we  had 
to  carry  our  provisions,  our  fuel,  the  sick>  out  tents*  and  tp«' 
ciinens." 
^_  "  For  what  distance  V'—**  Near  300  miles/' 
^0  "  Over  mow,  or  what  surface  V — *'  Over  ice  and  snow,  and 
I  sometimes  over  land  covered  with  snow  :  we  suffered  mosi  far 
I  want  of  water,  having  to  melt  the  snow  before  we  could  get  a 
^^Irop  to  drink.'* 

^f    **  To  what   was  your  beverage  latterly  confined  i"-^'*  iVaiif 
entirely  and  lime  juice/* 

"  Did  you  suffer  very  much  from  cold  during  your  Journey  f 
— **  Yes,  we  all  suffered  very  much  from  it/' 

This  question  must  h^ve   appeared  excessively  singular  to 
Capt.  Ross,  after  be  had  informed  the  committee,  that  the  coM 
experienced  on  the  journey,  was  sometimes  32«  below  zero,  or 
61^^  below  the  freezing  \vo\nV<i^  F^btenheit, 
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'*  Cctuld  your  men  have  undertaken  the  jbiitney  100  mile» 
further  ?'' — "  Cerlainlv  not;  they  were  quite  exhausted  ivhen  we 
arrived  at  Fury  Beach  ;  we  had  our  last  day's  provisions.'* 

"  I  think  you  said,  you  had  nothing  else  to  drink  but  water  ; 
during  how  long  was  that  V* — **  Fifteen  months." 

"  You  had  cocoa  to  drink  ?" — "  ^e  had  cocoa  and  burnt 
pease  all  the  time.'' 

It  must  be  observed,  that  the  men  acknowledged  that  there 
was  plenty  of  cocoa,  but  that  it  was  withheld  from  them  on  ac- 
count of  the  want  of  water,  at  the  san.e  time  that  there  was  no 
lack  of  fuel,  wherewith  to  melt  the  snow. 

"  There  was  no  time  when  you  had  nothing  but  water  ?" 

Capt.  Ross  here  evades  the  question,  in  the  most  artful  man- 
ner, by  answering, — "  The  water  we  had  to  get,  by  melting  the 
snow  ;  we  had  to  carry  our  fuel  to  melt  the  water."  This  was  in 
reality,  no  answer  to  the  question  proposed  to  him;  for  there  is 
a  very  essential  difference  between  telling  the  committee,  that 
there  was  a  time  when  they  had  nothing  but  water,  and  not 
even  that,  and  telling  them,  what  he  had  told  them  before,  that 
the  water  was  to  be  got  from  the  melting  of  the  snow,  for  which 
purpose  they  carried  the  fuel  along  with  them. 

It  is  these  evasions,  these  direct  and  positive  contradictions, 
aseompared  with  the  information  transmitted  from  other  quarters, 
that  incline  us  to  throw  so  much  discredit  upon  the  evidence 
of  Capt.  Ross.  It  was  not  indeed  t6  be  expected  that  Capt. 
Ross  would,  in  any  of  his  answers,  so  commit  himself  as  to  give 
rise  to  an  extended  examination  of  any  particular  circumstances-: 
and  he  also  knew  well,  (hat  there  was  not  Jeinother  individual, 
to  be  called  before  the  committee,  who  had  been  on  the  ex- 
pedition, excepting  Commander'Ross,  and  his  evidence  had  no 
immediate  reference  to  those  ipinutiae  of  the  voyage,  on  which 
Capt.  Ross  was  questioned,  jt^  was,  however,  rather  fortunate 
for  the  latter  indivimial,  tha^F  tne  committee,  in  the  qdestioninfl^ 
of  Commander  R&m^  confined  themselves  to  such  points,  trl 
did  not  immedia^^y  bear  on  tlie  conduct  of  Capt.  Ross  to 
bis  men  :  for,  in  general,  when  they  did  venture  lipon  ^ 
direct  contradiction'MSi  certain  to  ensue. 
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Thus  one  af  the  committee,  after  havii)^  [nA  n  Tew  tiiiiiii. 
portaBt  queRfions  to  Capt.  Ross,  respecting  the  proceediDgs  cm 
their  journey  to,  and  ou  tlieir  arrival  at  Fury  Beach,  proceeds 
to  ask: — "I  need  not  ask  you,  whether  ali  this  period  wa« 
(not)  one  of  the  greatest  mental  anxiety  to  you  P — "  It  eertainly 
was ;  and  the  greatest  difficulty  I  had  was,  in  preserving  its- 
cipline  among  (he  menV* 

We  will  contrast  this  evidence  with  that  of  Commander  Ro«i« 
to  whom  the  following  question  is  put: — "The  preservatidfi 
of  discipline  was  perhaps  a  circumstance  most  necessary,  oa 
such  trying  occasions,  for  the  preservation  of  the  live*  of  alt 
parties  concerned:  some  cases  of  insubordination  mi^ht  have 
arisen  probably  ?'' — "  There  were  trijiing  circumstances  of  h* 
subordination^but  very  trifling*^ 

'*  Did  not  Capt,  Ross  himself ,  on  all  those  occasions,  ettrt 
a  controlling  power  T — '*  They  seldom  went  to  Capt,  Rom, 
they  fTPneraHy  came  to  me/' 

*'  Do  you  not  recollect  any  case,  in  wbiefa  Capt.  Ross  exeH4kd 

his  controlling  power,  under  rather  trying  circumstances!** ^^  I 

remember  one  occasion,  after  we  had  abandoned  our  ship,  to 
which  Capt.  Ross  did  exert  hb  controlling  power^  but  it  woi 
only  on  one  occasion."' 

"Was  not  very  prompt  decision  necessary  on  that  oceasioor 
— "  Yea»  certainly/' 

"  State  what  Capt,  Ross  did  upon   that  occasion  ?" — •«  /  %e.^ 
not  present   upon  the   occasion^  and  only  fieard   of  if ;   /  a 
not  aware  of  the  circumstances^*'  ■ 

We  shall  be  able  very  shortly  to  state  this  particular  oc^ 
sion  :  but,  in  the  interim,  it  is  impossible  to  read  this  part  ol 
the  evidence,  without  being  forcibly  struck,  in  the  first  pUcv. 
with  the  contradictory  evidence  ot  the  two  uBScers ;  8ecotidIy« 
with  the  private  knowledge,  which  some  of  the  members  of  the 
I'tiuunittee  possessed  of  particular  occurrences  of  the  voya^ti 
and  thirdly  with  the  adroit  manner,  in  which  Commander  Rom 
et^capes  out  of  the  noose,  in  which  he  ran  the  greatei^t  risk  1/ 
being*  caught. 
It  is  must    cetiavn  iW\  \v«  ^^%  t^qx^x^^viX  «iow  ^^  ^«3«m| 
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r  it  took  place  in  CapU  Ro8§'  tent ;  but  we  may  be  allowed  to 
ipress  our  doubt  of  Commander  Ross  being  ig'norant  of  the 
trcutnstances,  when  they  were  well  known  to  the  whole  of  the 
w  :  but  we  nhall  perhaps  be  able  to  show,  that  the  circum- 
lances,  which  gave  rise  to  the  solitary  exercise  of  Capt.  Ross* 
ontrollin^  power,  were  not  greatly  to  his  credit,  and  therefore 
ie  professed  ignorance  of  Commander  Ross  was  perhaps  oi- 
ti^ablein  him. 
To  return  to  the  narrative.  Commander  Ross  had  been  ab- 
nt  11  days  from  the  main  body,  and  the  greatest  anxiety  now 
^gan  irO  be  felt  for  his  return.  The  stock  of  provisions  was 
H»arly  exhauf^ted,  and  if  no  good  tidings  were  received  from 
Commander  Ross,  in  a  few  dayR,  the  greatest  fear  was  enter- 
ained,  that  they  would  be  obliged  to  retrace  their  steps  to  the 
luce  where  they  had  left  the  boats^  if  it  were  only  to  take 
dvanlage  of  the  provisioDSy  which  were  buried  under  them. 
)ften  were  the  men  tantalized  with  the  sight  of  ducks  and  other 
quatie  fowls,  which  came  within  gun-shot  of  them;  but  had 
hey  killed  them,  no  use  could  be  made  of  them  as  an  article  of 
bod,  from  the  want  of  fuel  to  dress  them.  At  the  latter  end 
f  the  journey,  however,  a  few  were  killed^  and  carried  to  Fury 
leach,  where  they  formed  a  most  dainty  meal  for  the  officers. 

It  was  on  the  24th  June,  whilst  the  main  body  were  travelling 
n  the  ice,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  land,  that,  on  casting 
heir  eyes  a  little  to  the  north-west,  they  espied  Commander 
loss,  and  hk  fledge,  drawn  by  his  two  companions,  with  the 
ilk  union  jack  flying  on  a  boarding  pike,  denoting  thereby 
hat  the  stores  were  safe  on  Fury  Beach.  It  would  be  a  diSicult 
sk  to  describe  the  joy  and  exultation,  which  pervaded  the 
hole  of  the  crew,  on  the  receipt  of  this  glorious  intelligence, 
or  the  two  parties  immediately  proceeded  towards  each  other, 
fvhen  Commander  Ross  imparted  the  additional  pleasing  intel> 
igence,  that  the  boats  of  the  Fury  were  still  on  the  beach, 
Ithough  they  had  been  washed  off,  but  had  been  fortunately 
prashed  on  shore  again.  The  distance  to  Fury  Beach,  from 
irhere  Commander  Ross  fell  in  with  the  mam  bc^^ ,  ^^%  <iv\^ 
'oar  days  journey ,  and  on    the  foVluwing  iWy  W  xi^i^^xV^'^*'^^^ 
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they   would  faU   in  with  a    monument,  from    which  tlie 
could  be  distinctly  sean.     AUhough  it  was  the  rooDlb  of  Jui 
Commander  Ross  had   experienced  some   very  severe  wea^ 
the  thermometer    standing  in  the   sun  at  noon-day,  sometimfs 
40^  and  at  others  10^  above  zero,  and  in  the  night  IQP  below. 

On  Commander  Ross  first  starting  for  Fury  Beach^  he  and  bi( 
companions  were  on  the  same  allowance  as  the  mea*  who  com^ 
posed  the  main  body  :  but,  on  their  arrival  at  Ihe  heach,  Umjt 
were  not  limited  as  to  their  provisions;  and  on  the  two  partMi 
meeting,  they  had  with  them  40  lbs.  of  bread,  and  tba  taim 
weight  of  preserved  meats,  which  they  shared  amongst  tbwr 
messmates,  who^  hunger  was  so  great,  that,  to  use  tbeir  ovt 
phraseology,  they  could  have  devoured  the  flippers  of  a  seal. 

For  the  first  day  or  two  after  the  arrival  of  Commander  EEm^ 
the  crew  were  put  un  full  allowance,  but  then  it  was  alterwtf^ 
unexpectedly  reduced  to  the  former  quantity. 

During  the  previous  part  of  their  journey,  they  had  pleolr 
cocoa,  tea,  and  sugar  on  the  sledges;  but  then  it  was  verj  a* 
gaciousty  observed   hy  Capt.  Ross,  that  an    infusion    of  nettlicr 
could  be    made,  without  the  assistance  of  water,  and  therrf:f* 
the  articles  remaiDed  in  their  packages  untouched  :  the  quantn/ 
of  tea  amounted  to    16  lb».  and  the  cocoa  to   treble  that  quu* 
tity.     The  crew  had  now  succeeded  io  obtaining  a  little  wiler; 
and  as  the  guod  reus  had  been  brought,  that  the  i^tores  pf  tlw 
Fury  v»ere  in  good  condition,  it  was  expected,  that  Capt.  Rm 
would  have  shown  some  relaxation  in  the  severity  of  hia  coadoct 
and  have  given  to  the  men  some  additional  nourishment,  cor  ^ 
in;^  the  unparalleled  fatigue,  which  they  had  lately  underg    ' 
but  not  the  slightest  change  t<mk  place  in  his  conduct,  whid 
appeared  to  be  regulated  but  hy  one  principle,  and  that  wai  lb 
love  of  self.    The  men  at  thl.s  time  had  only  two  meals  a  day,  W 
those  on  a  limited  allowance:  it  was  then   natural    to  leuftf"^ 
that  the  thought  would    have   entered  into  the    mtod  of  < 
considerate  commander,  that  if  he  exacted  duty  and  obe^i 
from  his  men,  they  had  a  right  to  expect  that   h©  would  f^«^ 
form  his  duty  \ov«ai\<Xs  \\\^iwv;  *\vft  ^\\wc\^jal  ^art   of  which  tbii 
wa«i,    that   i\\e  raou   ?\vo\x\A  W\^  N>cvia\  ti<^v\V\^\vc^^\  ^\;»arbiM^ 
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13  them>  which  might  be  nccosfiary  to  uphold  the  strength, 
rhich  ihey  were  eontmually  called  upon  to  exercise,  and  on 
phich  the  very  existence  of  himself  and  the  whole  of  the  crew 
epended.  The  continual  cry  of  Capt.  Ros8  to  his  men,  was. 
It  is  life  or  death  with  us»  therefore  haul  away."  But  how 
rn9  the  foniKr  ti)  be  susrained,  or  the  latter  averted,  if  the 
eutiimua  means  uf  t^ubsistence  were  withheld,  and  at  a  time 
wlien  no  occasion  existed  for  such  a  rigid  system  of  economy: 
for,  if  Capt.  Ross  had  not  commiilcd  another  egregious  blunder. 
ley  were  then  only  four  days  journey  from  the  place,  where  an 
pie  supply  of  provisions  of  every  kind  awaited  them,  and 
ich,  consequently,  would  have  authorized  the  most  prudent 
i>mroander  to  make  the  roost  liberal  use  of  the  proTisions, 
hich  were  then  in  his  possession. 

It  was,  however,  the  opinion  of  the  whole  of  the  crew,  that  it 
as  the  desire  of  Capt.  Ross  to  carry  his  stock  of  cocoa-nut  oil 
England,  as  well  as  some  other  things,  wliich  he  had  brought  m 
th  him  from  the  ship,  but  whieb,   in  the  eyes  of  the    sailors,  ■ 
ere  only  like  so  much  ballast  or  useless  lumber.  I 

After  experiencing  considerable  fatigue,  the  party  arrived  at 
ession  Place,  of  which,  in  the  year  1829.  Capt»  Ross,  Com- 
ifider  Ross,  Mr.  Mc'Diarmid.  and  Mr.  Thorn,  had  taken 
irxnal  possession  ;  and  since  that  important  act  had  taken 
lace,  no  one  had  been  so  bohl  or  presumptuous  as  to  dispute  the 
overeigniy  with  them.  To  the  riorlhward  of  that  place,  there  is 
deep  bay,  called  Garry  Bay  ;  lo  the  southward  of  which,  a  long 
loinl  runs  to  the  eastward^  called  Garry  Point,  so  named  by 
Jftpt.  Parry,  out  of  respect  to  t>ne  of  his  esteemed  friends,  Ni- 
holas  Garry,  e«f|  The  distance  from  the  south  point  of  Garry 
y  to  the  opposite  side,  is  about  30  miles,  and  the  bay  itself, 
length,  is  nearly  the  name  distance.  Instead,  however,  of 
haping  his  course  direct  for  Fury  Beach,  Capt.  Ross  determined 
travel  round  the  Bay,  with  alt  the  three  sledges:  thus  iin- 
ing  on  the  men  an  additional  and  useless  labor,  which,  in 
*eir  then  exhausted  state,  they  were  very  incompetent  lo  en^ 
ore.  The  travelling  round  this  bay,  was  teptesetvi\^\  Vo\j»  ^v> 
t  fatiguing-  and  irksome ^  which  bad  been  ^\^<iT\^v\cfe^  %w^ 
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their  departure    from  the  ship.     The   land  was  so  high  on 
other  side,  that  the   meo,  after   walking  several    miles, 
scarcely    perceive    any   difference    in   the  distance  ;  and 
mander  Ross  himself,  with  the  aid  of  his   telescope,  fancied 
Ihey  were  all  under  the  influence  of  some  northern  wizud; 
although  it  was  evident  to  him^  tliat  all  the  locomatiTe  posi 
of  the  party  were  in  full  action,  yet  they  still  appeared  lo 
DO   progress ;  but    on  the  contrary,  the  objects    at    a  A\ 
seemed  to  recede  from  them,  in  proportion  as  tbejcame 
to  them,     Capt.  Ross   indeed  felt  not  the  inconvenience  of 
delay  in  reaching  Fury  Beach!  for,  muffled  up  in  his  trarellii 
dress,    he  very   comfortably  reclined  in   his    sledge^  iositUii 
fresh    spirits   into    his  eachausted  men,  by  the  animating  crj 
"  Haul  away,  lads,  it   is    life   or  death  with  ua/'     An 
however,  happened    to  Capt.  Ross,  which  certainty  had  a 
dency  to   reduce  his  spiritSt   and  to  give  an  additional 
to  a  temper,  at  no  times  of  the  most  amiable   or  placid 
Whether  it    \^ere   owing   to    his  clumsiness   or   his 
cannot  now  be  decided,  hut  on  visiting  one  of  his   ebesis, 
contents  of  which   were   well  known  to  the  crew,  he  moit 
fortunately  broke  one  of  the  bottles,  out   of  wtiich  burst  b 
unbroken  stream,  the  juniper  extract,  which  had  flowed  thrcsfk 
the  alembic  of  the  Whitechapel  distillery,  and  which  be  Klllt 
thought  was  doomed  "  to  waste  its  spirit  on    the  desert  air.'* 
But  Yiappy  ladced  is  the  man,  who  has  a  remedy  at  haodfaf 
any  calamiiy,  which  may  befal  him  ;  and  in  this  respect  gm^ 
indeed  was  the  happiness  of  Capt,  Ross,  for  in  close  eontiguiiir 
with  the  aforesaid  chest,  stood  a  little  green  box,  known  by  tli* 
si^niticant  litte  of  hie  provender  box*     Potent  indeed  wets  ms» 
of  the  contents  thereof,  and  frequent  visitations  were  made  ibcft- 
to  ;  for  in    a  corner  stood   a   square   green   bottle  of  portly  4»> 
nieiBioDK^  which,  on  the  depatmre  from  the  ship,  was  filled  will 
cherry  bounce,  and,  as  a  j^ubstitute  for  the  juniper   ejctracl,  i^ 
fault   whatever  was  to  be  found  with  it.     To  it,  tberefioft*  ^ 
Capt.  R(»ss  apply,  to  console  him  for  the  loss,  wbleh   he   M 
experienced;  and   as  he  had    been  taught  by  his  doaiias. 
a  thing,  thai  U  ut^co^et^bl^'  lost,  cannot  possibly  be  recorti 
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he  summoned  all  the  philosophy,  of  which  he  was  in  possossioi), 
to  his  aid,  and  by  degrees  the  deep  scowl  of  chagrin  vanished 
from  his  intelligent  countenance. 

After  travelling  three  or  four  days,  the  party  reached  the 
other  side  of  the  bay,  and  in  a  few  days  afterwards  they  arrived 
at  Fury  Beach.  On  their  route  from  Garry  Bay,  the  following 
acts  were  done  by  deputy  for  Capt*  Ross  : — one  hare,  two  ducks, 
and  three  geese  killed,  and  parturiunt  monies,  one  mouse  was 
caught  i !  These  acts  were  all  put  down  to  the  name  of  Capt. 
Ross;  but  we,  in  this  instance,  did  not  perform  one  of  them, 
for  they  were  done  by  some  of  the  crew  ;  nevertheless  the  articles 
80  obtained,  were  added  to  the  provender  box  of  Capt.  Ross, 
and  formed  some  good  substantial  meals  on  the  arrival  at  Fury 
Beach. 

On  travelling  along  the  coast  to  Fury  Beach,  which  is  called 
North  Somerset,  a  party  went  to  the  highest  hill,  and  there 
found  some  cockle  shells  in  a  state  of  petrifaction. 

1  he  arrival  at  Fury  Beach  took  place  on  the  first  of  July,  having 
been  thirty-one  days  coming  from  the  ship,  the  distance  in  a 
straight  line  being  about  180  miles,  but  that  which  was  tra- 
velled could  not  have  been  less  than  250;  a  considerable  ad- 
dition being  made  to  it,  on  account  of  the  injudicious  conduct 
of  Capt.  Ross,  in  taking  the  sledges. round  Garry  Bay,  instead 
of  shaping  his  course  direct  for  Fury  Beach.  It  must,  however, 
be  remembered,  that  the  travelling  commenced  about  the  17th 
of  April,  and  that  the  crew  were  occupied  until  the  22d  of  May, 
in  getting  the  boats  down  the  country. 

The  joy,  which  the  crew  evinced,  on  being  safely  landed  on 
Fury  Beach,  may  be  easier  conceived  than  described  :  their 
hearts,  they  said,  were  as  light  as  a  feather;  nor  could  thov, 
comparatively  speaking,  have  felt  much  happier,  had  they  sot 
their  foot  on  their    own  '      1.     It  might  also  have   been 

supposed,  that  the  tatttM  'lichCapt.  Ross  niiust 

have   felt,  in  seeio}  f  rescued  from  a 

most  desperate  sit  * '      some 

feeling  and  sympatl 
eome  every  danger 
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IC& :**  and  furtber.  that  "^  he  uouU  kmwtfaU 
tet/**  to  bafe  withheld  from  those  yct] 
eamiiiofi  DaoruHmeDt,  to  wblch  tbej  we 
ooght  to  liaTe  been  diitributed  wilhtbe 
•ideriiig^  the  luperfluiiy  by  which  be  w 
eibftiisled  ttate  m  which  his  men  appeared  beifare  kim. 

Oo  the  ftrrival  of  the  men  at  Fury  Beach,  there  were  km 

9  Itm,  of  bread  retnainiiig :  each  man  bad  hif  owtt 

bttl  aome   were    entirely  empty,  and  in   others  e 

portioa  watf   left.     It  was  just  luncheon  time  wbea  the  fmm 

landed ;  but  although  behind   them  were   proTisiiPiis  ef  wm^ 

ki4id,  CayL  Rota  would  not  allow  a  bisctiit  oor  any  other  Itiad 

of  provUioQt  to   be  touched,  although  the  ropo  were  litecmllf  iai 

a  state  of  positive  hunger.     The  crew  were  divified 

'  parties  or  watches;  one  under  the  command  of  Capt*  R 

Ift'^eond  under  that  of  Commander   Ross,  aad  the    third 

I  Mr.  Thorn,  the  purser.     Each  parly  resided  in    a  sepaiaie 

[Which  was  pitched  immediately  on  reaching  the  shore; 

[loccasioo  oow  occurred,  alluded  to   in  the   erideoce   giree 

Commander  Ross,  before  the    commluee  of  the  Hcmse  of  C 

mons,  in  which  a    spirit  of   insubordination   manifested 

but  which  Cttpt-  Ross  brought  down  upon  himself,  by  his 

and  illiberal  conduct,  which  are  epithets  of  complete   inilitiinigi 

in  comparison  to  those,  which  we  should  have  used,  bad  waflt 

lowed  the  manuscripts,  now  before  us. 

The  tents  were  all  pitched  ;  the  crew  found  thetnselres 
paratively  comfortably   housed;    and  those   in   the  teats  wiA 
Commander  Ross  and  Mr.  Thorn,  were  happily  busy  in  sttii' 
[fying  their   appetite   with   the   beU  provisions^  which  at  ilii* 
[moment  cnuld    be  procured.     The  messmates  of  the  lent«  imdir 
the  command  of  Capt.  Ross,  were  looking  forward   to  tbs  iVp' 
•  ply  of   provisions,    which  would    be  distributed  to  '^ 
'perhaps    a  glass    of  grog,  as  a  reward  fur  their  stea 
fidelity   to  their  duty ;  when  Capt.  Ross  coolly  tolil   t* 
wait  until  the  morning,   and   in  the  mean   time    to 
remainder  of  their  bread*     A  conduct  like  this 
what  the  men  had  atVgUltQ  expect,  natoral 
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State,  'which,  perhaps,  mifi-ht  with  («nme  semblance  of  tmth,  bo 
stigmatized  at  one  of  insuljordi nation  ;  but  we  question  much, 
whether,  if  the  men  under  such  cireumsianres.  hurl  proceeded 
to  break  open  the  first  chesft  of  provisions,  which  they  could 
come  at,  ihey  would  have  been  declared  guilty  of  a  breach  of 
discipline,  by  a  jury,  even  of  Capt.  Ross*  own  picking.  Thomas, 
the  carpenter,  was  one  of  the  men  belonging  to  Capt,  Ross' 
tent ;  ,and  so  great  was  the  value,  which  he  placed  upon 
the  services  of  this  man,  that  it  was  tlie  general  opinion  of 
the  wliole  crew,  that  he  would  rather  part  with  any  three  of 
them,  than  with  hira.  Knowingr,  therefore,  the  influence,  which 
he  possessed  over  Capt,  Ross,  he  made  no  hesitation  to  speak  to 
him  in  a  bold  and  peremptory  tone,  declaring,  that  it  was  most 
scandalous  and  shameful  conduct  in  him  to  keep  his  men  in  such 
a  state  of  starvation,  when  it  was  expected  by  all,  that  after  their 
arrival  at  Fury  Beach,  ihey  should  have  every  Jiuurishment, 
which  the  stores  of  the  Fury  would  permit  of;  "  You  might 
just  as  well,"  said  Thomas,  "hang  up  a  biscuit,  and  let  us  all 
look  at  it,  as  keep  us  in  a  state  nf  the  greatest  hungefi  with 
plenty  of  provisions  around  us  "  This  was  a  kind  of  language, 
to  which  the  autocrat  of  the  Victory  had  not  been  accustomed, 
and  to  hira  it  smacked  so  much  of  diareepect  and  insubordina- 
tion, that  the  pride  of  a  captain  of  the  royal  navy  of  Great 
Britain  was  aroused,  and  he  began  to  talk  of  the  duty  and  obe- 
dience, which  a  sailor  owes  to  his  commanding  officer,  and  the 
consequences,  which  always  follow  from  a  breach  of  discipline. 
Thonnas  perfectly  coincided  with  every  thing,  which  his  com- 
mander had  said:  but,  on  the  other  hand,  he  maintained,  that 
they  had  in  every  respect  performed  their  duty  towards  himi 
and  therefore  they  were  not  to  be  kept  in  a  state  of  starvation, 
iwhen  they  were  surrounded  with  provisions  of  every  kind,  suf- 
ficient to  support  them  for  a  twelvemonth* 

The  members  of  the    committee  of  the  House  of  Commonit, 
tf«d  anxious   to  elicit  from  Commander  Ross,  the  exact 
Haptp  Ross  behaved    on   thi?i  occasion,  and 
in    which  'd    his  controlling 
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conlrary*  ihe  roenj  by  their   bold  and  deVermined    mnnnor*  tx* 
erted  their  controlling  power  over  him  ;  and,  with  ccmsideraHoj 
reluctance,    he  drew    from    his  provision  bap:    »oine    pnrk  nm 
bread,  which   were  distributed  amonj^st  the  xnsuhordinateA ; 
he  would  !iot  allow  them  either  fresh  meat,  lime  jniee  or  cocwa,^ 
During,  however,  almost  the  whole  of  the   nighi,   the  raeo,  t 
Cupt.  Ro*^s*  tent,  were  eating  bread  and  sugar  in  their  blanket 
with  tlieir  head   covered  over,  so  that  "  the  d — d  b — e^'sboul 
uol  hear  their  mouths  a  wag-ging/' 

In  a  very  short  time  every  thing  assumed  a  reo^ular  course  nt 
aeliun.     The  men  were   allowed  three  meals   a  day,    indepen^ 
den tly  of  cocoa  and   lime  juice:  in  fact,  not  a  complaint   wai 
heard  from  any  of  them,  on  account  of  a  shortness  of  pruvisieos. 
Tlie  first  employment  of  the  crew  was»  in  ^etting^  iit  order  the 
Jiails,  ppars   and  cordage,  which  were  on  the  beach;  the  hoati    ■ 
were  hauled  up,  for  the  carpenter  to  repair;  Mr. Thorn  and  soumS 
of  the  crew  were  employed   in   separating  the  presterved  me«tj" 
from    the    soups  and    vegetables;  and   Capt.  Ru^s,  with   sovtm 
others  of  the   crew,  were  laying  some  of  the   heaviest   of  ibe 
$pars,  fur  the  purpose    of  constructing  a  temporary  bouse ; 
topsails  and  courses  being  used  as  the  covering.     In  ohouieis 
or  ten  days,  a  house  was  built  30  feet  long,  and  16  feet 
The   position  of  the  house  was,  aa  near  as  it  could  be,  N.NJ 
and  S.S.W- the  door  fronting  to   the   eastward.     The  interiar 
Was  divided,    leaving  a    place  for  the  officers,  which   consisted 
of  a  bed-place  for  each  oflScer,  and  a  mess-berth  :  and  a«  6ooaat_i 
the  house  was  finished,  it  was  regularly  taken  posse^aion  of  bffl 
the  respective  crews.     It    must  be  remarked,  that  eaclt  crew  bid 
to   fit  out  their  own  l»oat ;  by  whicli  it  becuiue  a    trial  of 
latlon  amongst  them,  as^  to  %vhieh  boat  should  be  first  got  teaif 
for  sea. 

It  was   on  tl»e  23)  uf  July,  that  the  ice   made  a  move  on  FuryJ 
Beach,  and   by  the   27th,  a    fair  prospect   prcj^nted    iic«{f, 
getting  down    the  inlet,   having  clear   water  as   tar  as  llie  < 
could  reach  *  this  opportuitity,  however,  could  not  be  embncHliJ 
on  account  of  the  boats  not  being  finished  ;  or,  arcc^    ' 
version  of  one  ot  owx  «kV3i^\\Q\\v\^%  C^\it*  Ros*   bad  v,. ,. 
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thai  he  would  leave  Fury  Beach  on  the  Ist  of  August,  it  being  J 
gome  day,  that  he  wished  particularly  to  commemorate :  but^ 
when  that  day  arrived,  the  ice  was  all  closed;  still  Capt,  Ross 
coDtinued  to  persist  io  his  resolution,  although  the  only  prospect 
of  success,  which  preseuled  itself^  was  a  little  clear  water  just 
io  shore,  being  ignorant,  at  the  same  time,  where  an  outlet  into 
the  open  sea  was  to  be  obtained.  Each  boat  had  sir  weeka 
provisions  on  board :  and  that,  in  which  was  Capt.  Ross,  was  as 
deeply  laden  as  a  sand  barge^  with  the  risk  of  crossing  Prince 
RegenVs  Inlet,  which  is  40  miles  across. 

With  three  cheers  the  men  took  their  departure  from  Fury 
Beach;  and  by  dint  of  hard  labor  for  nine  hourSj  shoving  the 
boatsalong  with  boarding  pikes,  boat  hooks,  &c.  they  succeeded 
in  getting  about  Ove  mites,  and  then  had  to  unload  all  the  three 
boats  and  haul  them  on  the  ice,  some  distance  towards  the 
shore.  The  phice,  where  they  pitched  their  tents,  on  this  day, 
was  the  f^amo  where  the  Fury  got  her  squeeze,  and  the  Hecia 
was  on  shore. 

On  the  following  day,  they  resimaed  their  voyage,  and 
wherever  them  was  any  opening,  they  in  general  took  the  be- 
nefit of  it;  but  severe  indeed  was  the  labor  in  loading  and  un* 
loading  the  boats  every  time:  and,  in  some  instances,  after 
launching  the  buats,  their  progress  has  not  been  greater  than 
forty  yards,  and  then  they  had  to  haul  the  boats  over  very  irre* 
gular  ice. 

It  was  not  until  the  17th  of  August,  that  they  reached  Cas- 
cade Beach*  so  called  from  a  strong  stream  of  water,  that 
runs  into  the  sea,  a  distance  only  of  about  16  miles  from 
Fury  Beach.  Here  the  ice  was  uncommonly  heavy,  with  a 
itrong  pressure,  and  running  outside  like  a  bore,*  They  were 
obliged  to  remain  hero  for  some  days,  the  stock  of  provisions 
fast  decreasing,  and  the  men  put  on  three-fourths  allowance. 
Till  the  23Td  the  ice  was  quite  stationary,  when,  on  a  sudden, 
the  wind    came  on   to    blow  from    the    northward,    and     the 


*  The  V^te  en:  Maicarvt  U  mn  ftppollftlioii  given  to  Hm  nukins  in  of  the  tide  ta  Uie  Imtui  fttid 
<^tDe:tH,  which   caraci  wiUi  foch  indeacnbiible    rloteoee,  a»  to  •odaofer   the   ImiiKji   flliirb 
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weslwarJ,  and  drove  the  ice  off  to  the  southward^  from  which, 
to  all  appearances  there  was  clear  water  for  a  boat  to  pr^ct^d 
to  Fury  Beach,  for  a  fresh  supply  of  provisions*  It  was  agreed 
that  the  niost  able-bodied  men  should  be  picked  out,  for  iU 
purpose  of  making  a  good  boat's  crewj  and  attempt  tu  reaich 
Fury  Beach.  Accordingly  seven  of  the  ablest  men  set  off  Ida 
boat»and,  having  a  fair  wind,  they  got  to  the  Beach  in  less  timo 
three  hours.  On  their  return »  however,  they  were  detained  very 
much  by  the  ice,  nor  with  the  utmost  exertion  could  they  teack 
the  place  where  the  other  boats  were,  by  two  iniles  :  they  waiti 
therefore,  obliged  to  get  the  boat  on  shore  under  shelter,  as  ilia 
ice  pressed  iti  with  such  an  overpowering  force,  as  to  render  all 
navigation  wholly  impossible.  From  this  place  a  meisei^ 
(J,  Park)  was  despatched  to  Capt.  Ross,  informing  him  of  tlv 
arrival  of  the  boat,  and  requiring  his  orders  as  to  their  foliira 
proceedings,  which  were,  that  all  hands  were  to  hasten  to  Uk 
place  where  the  boat  was,  and  bring  the  provisions  to  Cai>cadt 
Beach.  It  was  nut  until  the  spring  tides  set  in,  that  any  pro- 
Rpect  presented  itself  of  getting  the  boat,  that  had  been  to  Fi 
Beach,  up  to  Cascade  Beach,  and  then  it  wag  obliged  to 
tracked  inside  the  heavy  bergs,  which  were  lying  aground* 

During  the  time,  tliat  they  remained  at  Cascade  Beach,  whi 
was  nearly  a  month,  the  crew  were,  in  general,  on  the  look 
for  an  addition  to  tbeir  allowaucc  of  provisions,  in  the  shape 
a  hare  or  a  duck,  or,  by  way  of  novelty,  even  of  a  fox  ;  but  evci 
the  very  animals  appeared  to  shun  a  pluce,  which  searoed  to  be 
usurped  by  desolation  atones  and  where  she  reigned  in  all  ber 
Ijorrors  in  undisturbed  sovereignty.  Seldom  did  the  sportsmaa 
penetrate  into  the  country  where  the  Victory  was  abandoned* 
without  being  rewarded  for  his  exertions,  by  an  abuiidaj>c«  of 
game  and  other  indigenous  birds ;  but  a  whole  day  tni^ht  bt 
spent  in  the  vicinity  of  Cascade  Beach,  without  bagging  asiog 
bird.  The  chief  motive  of  the  men.  in  traversing  the  hillt, 
to  look  out  for  clear  water,  and  they  frequently  atuused  i\ 
selves  with  building  up  monuments  of  stones,  which,  until 
roded  by  time,  will  stand  as  the  only  and  last  memorial  of  li 
country  having  been  visitsd  by  human  beings,  who  first  broke 


ilie  silence  of  its  solitude^  and  stood  on  the  sutnmit  of  its  hilU^, 
ad  if  they  were  the  last  remnants  of  humanity. 

During  one  of  these  excursions,  as  Mr.  Light  was  travellings 
over  a  very  hig'h  hill,  for  the  purpose  of  tracing  the  heavy  stream 
of  water,  from  which  the  name  of  Cascade  BeacTi  originated^ 
and  the  fall  of  which  was  estimated  at  not  less  than  nearly  400 
feet,  he  was  surpassed  at  a  specimen  of  live  cockle  in  its  most 
perfect  shape.  The  whole  of  the  land  in  this  part  of  the  country 
H,  however,  nearly  the  same  as  in  the  vicinity  of  Port  Bowen, 
in  regard  to  mineral,  with  the  exception,  that  at  the  latter  place 
a  greater  quantity  of  agate  and  madrepore  was  found,  but  no 
eockles.  North  Somerset  is  the  name  of  the  mouniains,  from 
Ihe  south  point  of  Fury  Beach  down  to  the  extreme  north  point 
of  Regent's  Inlet.  On  the  top  of  these  cnoimtains,  there  are  a 
great  many  petriBed  worms,  shelUfi^h,  &c. ;  a  piece  of  the  horn 
of  a  rein-deer,  as  well  as  a  piece  of  wood,  in  a  petrified  state, 
were  also  picked  up;  the  latter  was  about  an  inch  in  circum- 
ference. 

Here  might  the  geologist  and  the  antedeluvian  stand  and 
meditate,  and  wonder  by  what  convulsion  of  nature^  the  remains 
of  creatures  of  more  temperate  climt?s  should  be  found  imbedded 
in  the  rocks  of  a  country,  which  may  almost  be  consideri-*d  as 
%he  boundary  of  animal   life,  and  where  their  species  could  not 

Ekssibly  ^xhl   amidst  the  destructive   influence  of  its  rigorous 

imato.  By  what  powerful  a;xent,  acting  in  the  far-guna 
lapse  of  ages,  was  the  piece  of  wood,  which  was  found  petrified 
in  the  mountains  of  North  Somerset^  carried  to  the  place  where 
it  was  found,  at  the  distance,  perhaps,  of  many  thousand  miles 
from  the  place  of  its  growth.  The  disbeliever  of  sacreJ  writ 
rnay  here  find  something  to  ponder  upon,  and  a  glimpse  of  that 
light  may  shoot  across  his  darkened  soul,  which  guides  the  true 
believer  to  discover,  in  those  little  things,  iho  mighty  hand  of 
the  Lord,  and  to  trace  in  them  the  proofs  of  the  great  and  won- 
derful deeds,  by  which  ho  has  manifested  his  power  tu  the  sous 
of  men. 

Truly  has  it  been  said,  that  there  is  no  picking  up  a  pei^le 
the  brook -side,  but  we  find  all  nature  in  connexion  wlvK  *\t. 
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^Infiignificant  as  might    appear  the  pet  ri  fact  inns,  wl 
dering   seamen  of  the  Victory  picked  up  on  the  mii...  ♦* 

sterile  and  desolate  country, they  are,iievertb9le68,  the  f. 
of  a  mighty  whole.  The  philosophical  4)b8enrer  will  mmm$A  m 
his  inquiries,  from  the  pebble  to  the  rock  ;  from  the  rock  to  tli* 
mouDtain  range,  from  the  mountain  range  to  the  ••  gr^at  gUAit 
itself"  from  the  globe  to  the  system,  with  all  its  rolling oHm 
from  the  system  to  the  visible  heavens  "  powdered  wilh  ftars^ 
from  the  visble  heavens  to  the  invisible  and  couoilefls  tis?rtiii* 
of  suns,  systems,  and  erratic  orbs,  that  are  contained  its  iliijiiilafcip 
space,  and  from  those  to  the  contemplation  of  space,  111119^  and 
eternity. 


'  The  whole  up  tracing  from  the  dreary  votd^ 
The  chain  of  oaute^t  and  effe«i§  to  Hin; 
The  world  producing  essence,  who  alone 
Po.<i9e9!Ees  being. ' 


It  being  the  determination  of  Mr.  Light  to  trace  Ctt5c.\ 
River,  if  possible,  to  its  source,  he  walked  alon^  the  banks  of 
for  a  considerable  distance,  until  his  progress  was  abstnictcd  bv t 
heavy  patch  of  snow,  which  hung  over  the  river  from  l«»k  to 
bauk.  This  he  walked  over  for  nearly  a  mlle^  when  he  rot 
down  at  the  further  end,  and  went  for  some  distance  under  tW 
Rnow,  until  he  was  nearly  wet  through,  when  he  reliQ^sM 
all  further  search.  He  was  induced  to  pro«ecole  his  research, 
from  the  hope,  that  the  river  might  lead  him  to  a  lake,  in  whicfc 
some  6hh  might  bo  caught,  but  the  task  occupied  him  ft  gtmim 
time  than  he  could  be  spared  from  his  duties  at  head  qotrHfi. 
On  his  return  to  the  boats^  he  descended  into  a  %'aney;  wbife  4* 
picked  a  number  of  cockle-shells  out  of  the  rocks;  aad 
arrival  at  the  boats,  he  mentioned  the  circumstance  lo  Caj 
RosB|  who  determined  to  visit  the  place  in  person,  for  Uie 
po^e  of  obtaining  some  good  specimens  nf  the  pelrifi 
The  valley,  in  which  they  were  to  be  obtained,  was  at  a 
derable  elevation,  and  it  was  a  taflk  of  no  little  ma^itudtff' 
Capt,  Rosa  10  undertake,  considering  his  extraordinarj  fibe«it; 
which,  by  the  sailors,  was  compared  to  that  of  Ittieiu,  who  4t 
JQ  the  vicluily  of  FeWx  H«^tli<jut,  and  whose    fat 
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firet?  inches  io  thickness.     The  travelling  was  also  excessively 

bad,  and  required  no  little  agility  on  the  part  of  the  traveller,  to 

prevent  him  from  slipping  into  the  pools  and  chasms^  w^hich 

presented  thenaselves  at  almost  every  step,  and  which  certainly 

could  not  be  cleared  by  any  saltatory  motion,  which  the  captain 

might  be   inclined   to  make^  or  which   his  corpulency  vtrould 

permit  him  to  accomplish.     It  was  considered  a  wonderful  feat 

of  engineering  skill,  to  get  the  figure  of  the  Duke  of  York  to 

the  top  of  the   column,  which,  if  the  English   people  had  any 

I  virtue  or  spirit  in  them,  they  would   pull  down  again;   and  the 

Bpdividual,  who  attempted  to  get  Capt*  Ross  up  to  the  Cockle- 

abell  valley,  discovered  that  he  had  undertaken  a  job,  for  want 

of  ropes  and  pullies,  which  threatened  to  be  attended  with  as 

little  success  as  the  discovery  of  the  great  object,  of  which  they 

Biad  been   in  search*     By  great  exertion,  however,  exercised^  in 

Mulling,  pushing,  and  dragfifing,  he   ultimately  arrived  at  the 

™ralley,  and  obtained  some  very  fine  specimens  of  ihe  petrifac- 

.tions*     From  the  summit  of  an  adjoining  hilt,  Capt.  Ross  liad  a 

fccry  clear  view  with  his  telescope ;  and,  to  the  northward,  he 

Haw   a    vast  expanse  of  clear  water,  which  determined    him  lo 

fasten  his  return  to  the  boats,  and  to  lose  no  further  time  in  the 

prosecution  of  his  voyage.     They  descended  by  a  place,  called' 

Boot  Bight,  so  aamed  on  account  of  a  fox   running  away  with 

a  boot  belonging  to  the  cook. 

The  whole  of  the  game  shot  during  the  stay  of  the  party  at 
Bpascade  Beach,  was  three  hares,  two  of  which  were  killed  by 
■fr.  Light,  on  the  mountains,  and  the  other  was  shot  by  Mr* 
Blc^Diarmid.  There  was  therefore  a  hare  to  each  boat,  of  which 
k  sea  pie  was  made,  much  to  the  gratification  of  the  crew,  who» 
B^r  some  time,  had  not  tasted  a  morsel  of  fre^h  meat,  Aber- 
nethy  shot  some  dovekies,  a  bird,  which  is  very  numerous  in 
^bat  part  of  the  country,  having  its  residence  in  the  crevices  of 
Hie  rcKks.  The  unuul  weight  of  the  bird  is  about  VI  oz,  :  they 
Bre  far  more  numerous  to  the  northward,  but.  owing  to  the  long 
Hletention  of  the  parly  at  Cascade  Btfich,  they  had  nearly  all 
■Sown  further  to  the  southward. 
A  By  the  time  thai  Capt.  Ross   and  the  steward  ^iA^%4^\  ^^n% 
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boattty  the  ice  was  making  off  from  the  shore,  so  that  ottlers  wrie 
given  to  nmko  a  move,  iishen  tlie  boats  were  got  down  as  fm 
as  Boot  Bighti  when  a  party  wewt  od  one  of  the  hillB,  to  l&ke  u 
survey  of  the  stale  of  tUe  ice  \  but  there  mras  a  supiDeness^  at  ifae 
iime,  in  the  conduct  of  Capt*  Ross,  which  excited  the  asionitb. 
mcnt  of  the  whole  of  the  crew,  and  led  them  to  believe  ihaLou 
di«(position  existed  on  bis  part^  to  take  advaotage  of  ajiy  Carot* 
able  occurrence,  that  might  present  iUekf.  At  this  tima  ibaw 
was  a  very  6ne  opening,  but  Capt.  Ross  did  not  seem  WiUing  lo 
embrace  it,  until  every  one  of  the  crew  cried  out,  that  it  uss 
shameful  to  see  such  an  opening,  and  tu  let  it  pass,  wilhoat 
taking  the  advantage  of  it. 

After  some  time  was  spent  in  unprofitable  procrastinaiioa,  a 
move  was  made  from  Boot  Bight,  and  they  got  down  on  tke 
other  side  of  Batty  Bay;  but,  in  the  crossing  of  that  l»y»a 
strong  breeze  sprung  up»  from  which,  Capt,  Rosa*  boat,  6a 
account  of  its  being  so  heavily  laden,  and  at  the  same  tiioi 
carrying  so  much  sail,  took  the  sea  in  at  such  a  rate,  that  Hms 
reported  by  Thomas,  the  carpenter,  that  the  boat  was  half  Ml 
of  water  ;  and  at  the  same  time  that  it  was  so  lumbered  op,  that 
it  was  not  possible  to  bail  her  out.  The  foresail  was  bauled 
down,  which  eased  her  a  Itttle,  and  a  place  was  made,  both  bm 
and  aft,  for  the  purpose  of  bailing,  the  water  being  up  to  the 
knees*  The  other  two  boats  hove  to,  and  when  all  was  right 
in  Capt,  Ross*  boat*  they  ran  in  for  some  low  land,  that  was  teen 
to  the  southward  ;  but  it  coming  on  to  be  very  dark  and  dismal, 
and  the  wind  blowing  tremendously  hard,  they  landed  eo  a 
beach,  and  pitched  their  tents,  leaving  the  boats  at  anchor. 

On  the  foUowing  morning,  some  of  the  lumber  was  got  ot 
Capt.  Ross*  boat,  viss,  some  spare  shot,  fifty  fathom  of  whale  lliMt 
that  had  been  used  for  a  cable,  and  a  cask  of  tamarinds.  This, 
however,  did  not  make  much  difference  in  the  draught  of  the 
boat  in  the  water :  and  it  was  expected  by  the  crew,  thai  Capl* 
Ross  would  leave  behind  him  some  large  chests ,  the  weight  eC 
ooe  of  which,  was  not  less  than  six  or  seven  hundred  weigh! ; 
as  well  as  anolhet  cWsVA^^^^  ^^^  «ii^«i  ^csti^Ocv^^cnxvcLiQin^iBh 
neral  specimens,  aV^o,  fltcax^^ivW  a  vsi^X  ^^^v.^^i^syyi^w^ 
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utTior  small  boxes  and  hngs,  all  beTong^in^  to  Capt^  Ross,  and 
tbe  contents  of  which  were  not  known  to  any  one.  As  a  proof, 
however,  of  the  strict  attention,  which  he  paid  to  the  graiifi- 
eation  of  his  appetite,  the  following  were  the  contents  of  the 
lar^e  chest  packed  up  by  himself,  and  soldered  in  canisters  : — 
two  canisters  of  boiled  beef,  two  of  roast  beef,  two  of  collared 
beef,  two  of  seasoned  beef,  two  of  veal,  two  of  mutton,  two  of 
carrots,  two  of  parsneps,  two  of  soup,  two  of  carrots  and  ^ravy, 
two  of  flour^  two  of  cocoa,  four  of  biscuit ;  two,  of  the  biscuit 
made  in  the  Victory,  and  two,  that  had  been  on  Fury  Beach, 
with  bread  and  many  other  things.  It  was  the  crew  coming 
to  the  knowledge  of  circumstances  of  this  kind,  which  excited 
so  much  ill  blood  between  them  and  their  commander;  ai»d 
who,  as  they  had  been  frequently  told  by  him,  that  it  was  life 
or  death  with  them,  ought  to  have  loaded  his  boat  with  other 
things,  than  mineral  specimens  or  carpenter's  tools,  of  which 
there  was  already  an  ample  supply  in  the  regular  carpenter's 
chest. 

The  beach  where  they  now  were,  was  called  Tamarind  Beach, 
on  account  of  a  cask  of  Tamarinds,  that  was  left  there.  It 
was  early  in  the  morning,  that  they  took  their  departure  from 
this  place,  and  tho  same  nig^ht  arrived  at  Monument  Beach, 
which  is  the  extreme  north-east  point  of  the  inlet.  This  place 
was  so  called  on  account  of  some  of  the  crew  building  a  large 
monument,  which,  like  the  rest  of  them,  T\ins  the  risk  of  never 
being  seen  again.  On  their  arrival  there,  some  of  the  crew 
went  on  a  very  high  hill,  with  the  telescope,  to  take  a  survey  of 
tbe  ice,  but  it  was  quite  stationary  in  the  direction,  in  which 
it  was  their  intention  to  shape  their  course.  They  were  every 
day  anxiously  looking  out  for  a  passage  across  the  inlet ;  but  it 
was  the  opinion  of  Capt.  Ross,  that  the  Ice  never  broke  up  that 
year  in  Lancaster  Sound,  although,  in  that  respect,  the  majority 
of  the  crew  did  not  coincide  with  him.  It  was,  however,  iheir 
general  opinion,  that  Commander  Ross  would  have  found  his 
way  over :  and  during  their  stay  at  Monument  Beach,  it  w^as 
proposed,  that  he  should  take  a  cerla\w  cYa^tk\\\^  ^K  ^\<a%\^>»w^ 
nat    of  estcb  boat,  and    ihat  he  aud  iW  et^w    feV*;iMN^  \w«&l»  >i^ 
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aiteiupt  iQ  obtaia  a  passage  over  the  ice.  Commander 
expressed  his  willmgoess  to  try  the  hazardous  expenmeiitp 
a  decided  objection  was  raised  to  it  by  Capi.  Rosa,  %%ha  firli  aa 
great  inclination  to  share  in  the  hazard  flf  the  ^nterpriaei  •ik%> 
on  the  oitier  hand«  to  ^ee  himself  almost  alone  in  a  desolati)  ^ 
and  inhospitable  country,  with  no  other  chance  of  e^capijif 
from  starvation,  than  making  his  Way  back  to  Fury  Beach,  aod 
there  making  hinDsetfas  comfortable^  during  a  loxijg  apd  tediiHii 
winter,  as  the  resources  of  his  own  mind  would  allow  bio* 
AH  hop©  was  now  abandoned  of  getting  across  the  sound ;  bm 
pieviously  to  taking  a  final  departure  from  Mooument  Beaeli, 
it  was  determined  to  take  another  survey  of  the  state  of  the  ioe» 
and  a  party  was  accordingly  Bent  to  the  summit  of  a  very  higfc 
mountain  on  the  promontory,  from  which  a  view  could  be  ob* 
tained  of  Prince  RegenCs  Inlet,  Barrow's  Strait,  and  Lancaster 
Sound ;  but,  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  an  impenetrable 
mass  of  ice  presented  itself,  forming  a  barrier  to  all  further 
progress  in  that  quarter^  which  it  was  in  vain  to  aitenipi  lA 
overcome, 

The  anxiety  and  suspense,  which  now  weighed  upon  everjr 
mind,  may  be  easier  imagined  than  described ;  the  young  ice 
had  already  assumed  an  alarming  thickness^  and  the  frost  of  one 
night  might  so  block  up  the  passage  to  the  southward,  that  area 
the  return  to  Fury  Beach  would  be  found  impracticable. 

During  the  stay  at  Monument  Beach,  which  may  be  coQii 
dered  a  part  of  Leopold  South  Island,  in  about  the  latitude  4 
73^  56^,  and  longitude  9(P  west,  some  slight  symptoms  of  Iba 
ficurvy  displayed  themselves,  and  the  men  were,  tbere(iira» 
allowed  to  take  daily  excursions  on  shore^  during  which  they 
killed  six  foxes^  all  of  which  were  eaten  by  the  crew,  Twn 
hares  were  seen,  but  they  were  beyond  the  reach  of  ibe  gmL 
The  foxes,  as  well  as  the  hares,  were  all  white.  The  Auron 
Borealis  was  visible  almost  every  night,  which  enablod  thea^ 
on  some  occasions,  to  extend  their  journeys^  which  would  mi 
have  been  practicable  amidst  the  Cimmerian  darkness  of  il«e 
northern  latitudes.  The  view,  which  the  crew  had  from  iW 
f*romontory   ot   V^o^aVA  Souvh  Ulandf  i«  r<fpreseuied  tg  half 
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been  desoUtion  in  iu  uUermost  extreme,  A  dead  and  disheart- 
ening silence  reigned  around  ihera,  broken  at  intervals  nniy  by 
the  sound  of  their  own  voices^  or  the  deep  howl  of  the  solitary 
bear,  prowHn«f  on  the  ice  in  quest  of  its  prey.  The  philoso- 
phic mind  might  have  employed  itself  with  the  speculation  of 
the  use  or  necessity  of  such  a  vast  portion  of  the  globe  being* 
rendered  unserviceable  for  the  maintenance  of  human  or  animal 
life,  whilst  the  solitary  outcasts  of  nature,  which  inhabit  it, appear 
as  if  placed  on  ihe  verge  of  the  dominion  of  creation,  to  mark  the 
boundary  to  which  the  plastic  power  of  nature  can  extend.  It 
was  altogether  a  scene  by  no  means  calculated  to  raise  the 
desponding  spirits  of  the  crew,  for  the  prospect  was  before 
them,  that  the  snow  would  be  their  death-bed,  and  their  bones 
left  bleaching  in  the  northern  blast,  until  consumed,  perhaps^  by 
the  iaHuence  of  a  hundred  winters — their  dust  wide  scattered  by 
all  the  winds  of  heaven,  and  lost  in  the  unfathomable  abyss  of 
annihilation. 

It  was  not  until  the  23d  of  September,  that  they  took  their 
departure  from  Monun^ent  Beach,  when  tbey  made  a  move  out 
to  the  eastward,  and  bored  the  boats  into  the  young  ice;  but  it 
was  not  without  the  greatest  difficulty  that  they  got  them  out 
again,  as  the  young  ice  had  become  so  thick*  This,  however, 
may  be  considered  to  have  been  an  attempt  to  reach  the  oppo- 
site  shore,  which  was  a  distance  of  about  forty -five  miles, 
but  it  was  that  almost  of  the  drowning  man,  who  clings  to  the 
most  fragile  object^  as  the  only  remaining  hope  of  existence. 
In  this  instance,  however,  fortune  favored  them,  for  they 
fEucceeded  in  getting  back  to  Monument  Beach ;  where,  as  the 
season  was  far  advancing,  and  the  provisions  nearly  exhausted, 
the  men  being  put  upon  little  more  than  two^thirds  of  a  pound 
of  bread  and  meat  per  day,  they  remained  no  longer  than  the 
first  opportunity  presented  itself  of  finding  their  way  back  to 
Fury  Beach,  Fortunately  a  wind  sprung  up  from  the  north- 
ward to  clear  the  inlet  to  the  southward,  and  the  journey  was 
begun,  although  under  the  most  discouraging  circumstaivee^. 
The  young  ice  was  making  so  rap\A\y,  v\v«kX  ^Xv«i  tEw^iW  ^'a.x^ 
ffbhfired  to  keeQ  the  boats  in  a  roUiiig  muVvot\,  \o  i^tei\e\\V  \V  ^\o' 
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cloaifig  in  upon  them,  and  Hternlly  cUokiiig  tbem  op*  Ai 
time,  ihe  men  had  no  other  clolhing  than  what  ihey  stood 
ri^bt  in,  their  whole  covering  at  night  consisting  of  a 
made  in  the  ehape  of  a  sack,  into  which  they  crawled,  and  ikeo 
drew  the  open  euds  over  their  faces.  The  chief  object  of  makiiig 
theiie  bags  was,  that  they  could  not  get  out  their  feet  to  be  frvSM 
The  method,  in  which  the  men  frequently  slept^  wa^t  « 
follows: — ^Three  trenches  were  dug  iu  the  snow,  each  oapoitte 
of  holding'  seven  men,  a  covering  of  canvasa  was  thrown  otw 
the  trenches,  and  a  layer  of  snow  over  the  canvass  :  they  Him 
got  into  their  bags  or  blankets,  and  huddled  close  together  tm 
the  benefit  of  the  reciprocal  heat*  There  was  an  oSicer  in  e«eii 
trench,  viz,  Capl,  Ros8,  Commander  Ross,  and  Mr.  Thoro,  Tbt 
blankets  of  the  officers  were  lined  with  skin  ;  but  it  is  scartielf 
possible  to  form  an  idea  of  the  misery  and  wretchedness,  wbkk 
the  men  endured  in  their  terrible  dormitories;  the  froien  tnvv 
was  their  bed  beneath,  and  the  cold,  to  which  they  werecxpo^f 
was,  at  one  time,  S*l^  t#clow  zero,  or  64**  below  the  iVeeatng' 
point  of  Fahrenheit ;  after  encountering  many  hniri^feadtk 
escapes,  from  the  treacherous  state  of  the  ice,  tbey  soocMiUd  ift 
getting  eighteen  miles  to  the  southward,  and  were  theii  oUiftd 
to  haul  the  boats  on  t^hore,  on  account  ai  the  young  ice  tnikp^ 
so  rapidly,  and  the  consei^uent  danger  incurred  of  haTtng  ^ 
frozen  io.  They  remaiued  in  this  place  for  two  days^  rluring  \ 
time  they  shot  two  foxes,  which  were  eaten  by  Iho  crew«ai^ 
as  an  old  rook  that  was  shot:  in  fact,  although  it  could  noil 
literally  said  that  it  was  all  fish^  that  came  to  their  net,  yet  tbff 
shot  whatever  came  within  their  reach  ;  and  that  which,  in  tbtf 
own  country,  would  have  been  rejected  with  disgusli  wm%i 
their  present  circumstances,  conslderod  a^  a  dainty  tuoraal* 
On  the  ice  opening  a  little,  some  further  progress  mm  ts 
and,  alter  being  exposed  to  the  most  imminent  daoger# 
6ucc6eded  in  reaching  Batty  Biiy,  which  was  on  the  Ift  of ^ 
bar*  Here  their  progress  was  ciniipletely  impeded  by  xhi^] 
he,  and  it  waa  Wic&d,vl\«Ll  all  further  hope  of  reaching  Fl 
fieach  by  tl^e.  boaV^,  vcvu^V  W  ^^WwC^^iNVkfe^,  \vv  ^\^  situation 
Were  obligiiiA  \.o  \u^v:\v  vW\t  v^x^v^  '^wxV^  \^>\^\> 
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reach  the  shore,  the  distaDce  b^in^  about  two  milos.  Tho  col4 
was  htre  so  esccessiye,  that  oae  of  the  men  lost  the  tops  of  hh 
fiog'erSi  and  there  was  scarcely  one*  who  was  not  froBt-hilten  in 
loQie  part  of  his  extremitios.  The  name  of  the  man  was  Barney 
Lachy,  and  the  accident  was  occasioned  by  his  rolling  an  empty 
bread  cask  on  shore,  having  no  mittens  on  at  the  time.  During 
tb^  night,  that  they  slept  on  the  ice,  they  had  scarcely  fuel 
enough  to  nieh  a  little  of  it  for  the  purpose  of  maktn>T  some  cocoa, 
lar  which  reason  they  were  obliged  to  burn  the  Hme«»juice  cask, 
and  commenced  cuttiug  up  the  boat  s  cable  as  a  part  of  their 
fuel. 

Under  these  adverse  circumstances^  a  consultation  was  held 
let  ween  Capt,  and  Commander  Ross^  as  to  the  steps^  which 
buuld  be  taken  with  the  boats,  as  well  as  the  measures,  which 
re  re  to  be  adopted,  to  secure  their  return  to  Fury  Beach.  It 
WB.9  agreed  that,  considering  the  rapid  growth  of  the  young  ioe, 
^nd  the  impossibility  of  reaching  Fury  Beach  in  the  boats,  that 
o  time  should  be  lost  in  the  unloading  of  them,  and  then  hauling 
Jiem  over  tho  ice  on  shore,  where  they  might  remain  housed 
^5rer.  until  tho  breaking  up  of  the  ice,  when  they  would  be  able 
(^  make  another  attempt  to  reach  the  seas  frequented  by  the 
baUng  ship^. 

The  task  of  unloading  the  boats  was  commenced;  and  when  it 

eonsidered,  that  every  article  was  obliged  to  be  carried  over 

0  ice  separately,  to  a  distance  of  above  two  mile^,  and  some 

I*  tl'e  articles  of  a  very  heavy  and  cumbersome  kind,  an   idea 

then  be  formed  of  the  labor,  which  the  men  had  to  undergo, 

ised  during  the   whole  of  the  time^  to  an  intensity  of  cold, 

it  was  thought  scarcely  possible  for  the  human  constitu- 

la  endure* 

ims  oo  the  morning  of  the  2iid  of  October,  that  they  com- 
ii'nrnj  Imiiti^S  ^''^  ii'^aii^  on  shore,  all  the  hands  being  put  to 
-^  itiiculty  thoy  had  succeeded  in  drugging 

to  ico   ffuddp  way  under  her, 

he  were  •♦     Every   en- 

they  hauled 
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pected  that  dftrkness  would  close  id  upon  ihem,  befiira  ibdjr  IibiI 
got  her  clear,  by  which  considerable  risk  was  ruDp  of  ever  beio^ 
able  to  extricate  her,  as,  by  the  followmg  morning,  she  might 
be  so  frozen  in,  as  to  render  it  impossible  to  move  her*  Uodic 
this  dilemma,  the  expedient  was  adopted,  of  putting  a  boat*| 
mast  under  her  bowsr  and  the  seamen  haviog  declared^  that  il 
tms  life  or  death  with  her,  (a  cant  phrase,  which  they  used  ai 
all  occasions  of  a  desperate  nature,  in  mockery  of  their 
iiiander«)  they  applied  their  whole  strength,  and  with 
jerk  brought  her  upon  the  ice.  They  had  not  proceeded 
wlien  the  boat  again  broke  iu,  but,  by  adopting  the  prai 
plan,  she  was  got  out:  and  the  ice  becomiug  stronger  as 
approached  the  shore,  they  at  last  succeeded  in  landing  bet, 
placed  her  about  30  feet  above-high  water  mark.  They  tl 
returned  for  the  other  two  boats,  experiencing  the  same  d 
culties  and  accidents  in  their  transportation  to  the  beach ;  but, 
as  the  safety  of  the  boats  was  now  secured,  the  dangers,  whkk 
they  had  undergone  were  forgotten.  The  crews  of  Co: 
Ross  and  Mr.  Thorn,  slept  that  night  in  the  boats:  but  Cafit 
Ross,  not  relishing  so  cold  a  berth,  had  his  tent  pitched  im  lb 
beacb/where,  with  a  fire  in  his  stove,  he, enjoyed  the  comfbitii' 
a  sound  repose. 

Ou  the   following  morning,  all  was  bustle  to  fetch  awtj  ^ 
things,  which  were  still   remaining  on  the  ice  ;   and  bod  nntj 
the  murmurs  of  the    crew,  on  seeing  the    rubbish,  with  wl 
Capt.  Ross'  boat  was  laden,  a  great  part  of  which,  had  it 
burned  on  Yakkee  11111^  or  thrown  as  playthings  for  the  w 
instead  of  subjecting  the  men  to  drag  them  frnm  place  tap' 
would  have  been  only  commensurate  with  their  intrinsic 
aiul  have   impressed  upon  the  minds  of  the   men,  BOtm 
conviction,  ihat  all    sense  offeeling  for  their  situatioii,  wii 
obliterated  from  his  breast. 

There  beitiir  no  prospect  of  conveying  the  tin 
the  boats,  lu  Fury  Beacti,  Capt.  Ross  issued    hi:  .,;„  i^  lo 
mas,  the  carpenter,  to  break  up    three  of   the  bread  CAlfo 
make  from  them  some  sledges,  as  the  vehicles   for  the 
atiou  of  the  siUiteft,  t^t^Vm^tv'^,  %wi,  \.vi  Fucv  Beach. 
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lime  that  the  carpenter  was  thus  employed ^  the  crow  were  busy 
in  housing  over  the  boats,  and  rendering  thorn  secure^  until  the 
following  year,  which  was  effected,  by  fastening  them  with  their 
own  anchors,  and  piling  stones  and   other  heavy  articles  over 

hthero,  and  then  covering  tlie  whole  with  a  layei  of  snow* 
i  It  was  on  the  4lh  of  October,  that  they  took  their  departure 
from  Batty  Bay,  having  a  distance  of  36  miles  to  travel  to  Fury 
Beach  :  it  being  rendered  greater,  on  account  of  having  to  go 
round  two  bights,  where  the  travelling  was  attended  with  the 
greatest  difficulty,  on  account  of  the  hummocks  of  ice^  which 
Were  so  numerous^  that  it  was  like  drawing  the  sledges  through 
a  labyrinth:  and  frequently  the  passage  appeared  to  be  so  com- 
pletely blocked  up,  that  the  only  way  of  iiiaking  any  progress 
was,  by  breaking  through  them,  which  would  have  occupied 
several  days  in  the  accomplishment. 

Previously  to  leaving  Batty  Bay,  2  lbs.  10  ozs.  of  biscuit 
were  served  out  to  each  man,  and  this  scanty  allowance  was  to 
last  them  until  their  arrival  at  Fury  Beaeh^  however  severe  and 
tempestuous  the  weatlier  might  bo,  and  however  long  they  might 
be  detained  on  their  journey.  They  had  not  travelled  more 
than  two  miles,  before  they  were  obliged  to  unlnad  the  sledges, 
in  order  to  render  them  lighter^  as  the  road  was  not  passable  fo« 
them,  in  the  loaded  state,  in  which  they  left  Batty  Bay,  The 
things^  that  were  taken  out  of  the  sledges,  were  left  on  the  beach, 
with  the  ulterior  view  of  fetching  them  from  Fury  Beach.  During 
the  time,  that  the  sledges  were  unloaaing  and  repairing,  (he  lenU 
were  pitched  oo  shore,  and  the  crew  remained  in  them  for  the 
flight.  Early  on  the  following  morning  I  hey  proceeded  on  their 
journey^  leaving  behind  them  two  chests,  containing  instruments, 
documents^  &c,  one  tent,  and  several  other  articles,  On  that 
day  they  advanced  only  10  miles,  and  again  pitched  their  tents, 
and  the  men,  worn  with  fatigue  and  hunger,  consumed  their 
miserable  atlowancei  with  not  a  drop  of  any  liquid  to  moisten 
it,  except  a  I'  r  :        which  they  put  into   their  mouths  to 

It.     On  '^  tff^f  l*^3iving  Baf'v  Kfty    fhey  urrived 

Fury  I  n  tljMir  u  foxes  had 

en  poee '  I  ^  cwwv^^ 
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as  soon  as  the  rightful  owners  presented  themselves.  OnaniTing 
at  the  house,  Capt.  Ross  stationed  himself  at  the  door,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  harangue  his  crew,  the  chief  topics  of  which  have 
been  transmitted  to  us,  although  it  has  been  omitted  to  state  the 
degree  of  influence,  which,  like  the  speeches  of  other  great  mea^ 
it  had  upon  the  funds  of  the  country.  The  first  topic  was^  his 
sincere  congratulations  to  his  crew,  on  their  return  to  and  safi^ 
arrival  at  Fury  Beach,  which,  be  was  convinced,  they  wituld 
ascribe  to  its  only  true  and  genuine  cause,  which  was,  the  ejcira- 
ordinary  talent  and  skililjIne.SK,  which  he  had  evinced  oo  every 
occasion^  in  which  they  could  be  called  into  action — the  prompt 
and  ready  personal  assistance,  which  he  had  granted  in  the  alle* 
viation  of  the  great  fatigue  and  labor,  which  they  had  lately  un- 
dergone— the  parental  care,  which  he  had,  on  every  opporiunitj, 
jihown  for  the  preservaiion  of  their  health,  and  the  pronaotion  of 
their  personal  comforts — ^and,  lastly,  the  extraordinary  and  unex- 
ampled instances  of  self-denial^  which  he  had  exhibited  oil 
various  occasions,  and  which  he  had^  no  doubt,  would  remain 
for  ever  impressed  upon  their  recollection^  as  the  proudest  and 
noblest  traits  of  his  character. 

It  was  with  the  greatest  satisfaction,  that  he  announced  to 
them,  that  he  continued  to  receive  from  all  the  tribes  of  the 
country,  with  whom  he  had  entered  into  an  alliance,  the  assu« 
ranee  of  the  continuance  of  their  friendly  disposition;  mnd  that, 
although  on  the  other  hand,  he  regretted  to  inform  them^  that 
the  great  question  of  the  discovery  of  the  North  West  Passage, 
in  the  pursuit  of  which  they  had  so  nobly  and  gallantly  spent 
the  last  three  years  of  their  life,  was  just  in  the  same  state  of 
uncerlaitity,  as  when  he  ordered  his  steam  to  be  got  up  at 
Woolwiih,  yet  still  it  would  be  the  crown  and  glory  of  their 
life,  to  say,  that  they  had  shared  in  the  attempt,  of  which  the 
monuments  and  other  vuluables,  which  they  had  left  behind 
themj  would  be  an  irrefragable  and  everlasting  proof. 

It  was  also  a  source  of  great  satisfaction  to  him,  to  inform  tbeoi, 
that  no  immediate  prospect  presented  itself  of  a  death  of  atarvaijoii 
by  hunger,  although  he  considered  it  but  proper  in  him  i 
pare  them  for  such  au  eveuVj'sXvouV^vW^j  vkQt  sucet'Oi!  in  ttw* 


i 
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of  the  following  year*  in  galling  on  board  a  whaler;  he,  however, 
made  no  doubt,  that  if  such  shuuld  be  their  fate  to  be  starved  to 
deaths  ihey  would  meet  it  with  that  calmness  and  resignation, 
vhich  had  hitherto  distinguished  them,  since  they  were  under 
his  command  ;  and  he  should  he  ashamed  of  himself  ,  if  the  same 
fate  threatened  to  befal  him,  if  he  did  not  exhibit  that  high  for* 
titude  and  enerofv  of  cliaracter,  which  they  had  seen  so  strikinj^lr 
displayed  him,  during  the  Iryiiig  scenes,  through  which  they  had 
beea  lately  destined  to  pass. 

He  %vas  huppy  to  lufonn  them,  thnt  an  estimate  of  the  ways 
and  means  bad  been  hiid  before  him,  and  that,  provided  they 
kept  iheir  appetites  within  proper  boimds,  of  which  he  professed 
his  willingneiis  to  set  the  examplei  a  sufficiency  of  provisions  was 
on  hand  tosujjjiort  them  through  Ihe  winter;  anticipating,  at  the 
same  time,  that  the  benefit  of  fresh  meat  would  be  frequently 
obtaioed  from  the  indigenous  animals,  particularly  the  foxes,  of 
which  he  gave  them  liberty  to  shoot  as  many  as  came  within  the 
range  of  their  guns.  It  was  also  gratifying  to  him,  to  tell  ihem 
that  the  stock  of  spirits  was  exhausted,  with  the  exception  of  a 
small  quantity,  which  he  reserved  for  medicinal  purposes ;  he 
having  arrived  at  the  conviction,  from  personal  experience,  thai 
the  use  of  spirits  is  attcndi'd  with  the  most  injurious  effects,  and 
that  he  is  disposed  to  iittribute  the  general  good  health,  which  the 
crew  have  lately  enjoyed,  to  no  other  cause  than  an  abstinence 
from  the  use  of  spirits 

As  illustrative  oF  this  [)art  of  the  speech  of  Capt.  Ross,  we  may 
be  allowed  a  parentlietical  licence,  and  quote  the  71st,  7'id,  and 
73d  questions,  which  were  put  to  him  by  the  committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons* 

71st.  "  During  how  much  of  the  latter  part  of  the  voyage  were 
you  (?)    without  spirits?" — *'  Fifteen  months*" 

72d.  *'  Do  you  attribute  to  the  absence  of  spirits  any  portion 
of  the  health,  which  you  latterly  enjoyed  a^  a  crew."—**  I  cer* 
tainly  do/' 

73d.  **  Had  tirere  been  an  abundant  supply  of  spirits^  and  they 
ha<l  been  taken  freely,  do  yau  consider  your  health  would  havi 
been  so  good  I" — "  I  do  not  think  it  ^o\iV4;* 


( 
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Wft  leavT  iWis  part  of  the  evidence  wtihout  anj  riirther  com- 
ti)ent,  ihan  that  it  appears  most  strange,  and  almost  inestpltcable 
la  our  vulgar  capacity,  that,  what  was  bad  for  the  men,  should 
he  good  for  the  master;  at  all  events,  there  is  no  existing  proryf, 
that  the  health  of  the  latter  ever  suffered  from  (be  periodical 
visitations  to  a  square  glass  vessel,  deposited  in  a  corner  of  one 
/)f  the  chests,  ii4iich  the  former  had  to  drag  over  the  hummot^ks 
of  ice,  the  contents  of  which,  however,  were  refused  thiftn,  eri^^  ^ 
in  the  character  of  a  medicine.  ^Hj 

The  last  topic,  of  that  most  senseless  arrangement  of  EnglHJi^^ 
words  in  a  state  of  juxta-position,  cotnmonly  known   by  the  title 
of  a  King's   Speech,  is  generally  the  most  important  ;  and  as 
Capt.  Ross  couldj  with  the  greatest  propriety,  exct aim  in  the  sup- 
posed language  of  Alexander  Selkirk — 

•*1  am  monarch  of  all  I  survey  j 
My  righi  there  are  none  to  dispute  '* 

it  may  be  naturally  supposed,  that  the  last  topic  of  hi«  ^p€ecb 
partook  of  the  royal  character;  and  certainly  to  tlie  men,  who, 
pro  tempore^  might  be  considered  as  the  subjects  of  the  viceio? 
of  Boothia,  the  last  topic  of  his  speech  was  the  most  tmportaal* 
as  it  embraced  the  imperative  restriction,  that,  although  »n 
abirnilance  of  provisions  of  all  sorts  v^ere  on  the  beach,  not  a  man 
n.^sto  d;ire  to  touch  a  single  article,  until  it  was  distributed  to 
him  in  the  regular  manner,  however  keen  his  appetite  or  com- 
manding as  the  voice  of  nature  might  be,  that  it  should  b« 
satisfied.  In  return  for  their  obedience  in  this  point*  it  wai 
promised  that  they  should  be  put  immediately  on  full  allow- 
ance, and  should  continue  so,  as  lung  as  the  stock  of  provisioiii 
would  isanction  the  advance.  To  the  seamen  these  were,  indetfd* 
*'  jovfid  tidings  in  the  desert;"  and  although  we  ha%*e  no  autb<^ 
riiy  for  stating,  that  an  address  was  voted  by  the  men  to  Capl. 
Ross,  thanking  him  for  his  most  gracious  speech,  and  prQmbiiif 
to  take  the  subjects  of  It  into  their  immediate  considormtion  ;  jii*l» 
with  comparatively  merry  and  lightsome  i»earts,  they  entered  iJbt 
house,  and,  whilst  the  stove  was  lixing  by  the  engineer*  llity 
amused  themselves  with  eating  bread  and  sugar,  which  no  scliool* 
boK  could  have  eaten  \\\v\v  ^x^^vc\  x^\\^^i\xv^wb^^Vi'a^Uie  thift 
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was  Gxed,  and  ihe  fire  threw  itsenlirenin^  bLize  over  their  chilly 
habit.ition,  then,  with  the  sincerest  thanks  lo  Him,  who  fed  Elijah 
in  the  desert,  they  prepared  to  mi^ke  their  evening  nneal,  wliich 
consisted  of  dumplin^^s  and  pea-soup,  although,  perhaps,  not  com* 
pounded  exactly  according  to  the  recipes  of  Dr,  Kitchener  or 
Mrs.  Glasse ;  after  which,  they  ttirned  into  their  blankets,  and 
their  rest  was  doubtless  as  sound  fts  that  of  those^  who  were  reposino; 
on  their  beds  of  down,  and  under  their  canopies  of  costly  silks. 

On  the  fidlovving-  morning,  the  wind  came  round,  blowinnf  tre- 
mendously hard,  contintiin*^  with  undiminished  violence  until  the 
ISlth.  During  the  interval  of  the  5th  to  the  l3th,  the  men  were 
employed  in  repairing'  the  house,  and  building  a  snow  wall  round 
ttt  about  nine  feet  thick,  In  the  erection  of  this  wall,  however 
considerable  inconvenience  was  felt  from  the  \vant  of  water,  as 
they  could  not  afford  to  waste  their  fuel  in  the  melting  of  the 
snow;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  it  was  found  impracticable  to  build 
the  wall  in  a  solid  manner  without  water,  which,  being  inimedi* 
ately  frozen  on  its  application,  served  the  purpose  of  mortar  in 
the  adhesion  of  the  slabs  of  snow,  and  also  closed  up  any  inter-p 
stices,  which  might  be  left,  through  which  the  exterior  atmosphere 
4:!ouId  penetrate.  In  tliisdi  lemmas  they  had  no  other  alternative^ 
than  to  have  recourse  to  their  own  urine,  for  the  preservation  of 
which,  a  cask  was  kept  iu  the  house^and  with  this  liquid  the  wall 
was  completed. 

The  engineer  was  now  set  to  work  to  build  an  oven  for  baking 
hread,  there  being  an  ample  supply  of  flour  amongst  the  Fury's 
stores,  and  the  stock  of  biscuit,  which  they  brought  from  the  Vic- 
tory being  nearly  exhausted. 

Preparations  were  now  made  for  the  equipment  of  a  trivelling 
party,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the  things  away,  which  had 
been  left  at  the  first  station,  about  four  miles  from  Batty  Bay. 
Fourteen  men  were  all,  that  could  be  spared  from  the  crew,  the 
remainder  being  disabled  by  illness,  partly  arising  from  the 
scurvy,  and  partly  from  the  loss  of  the  use  of  their  limbs  by  the 
intensity  of  the  frost. 

Although  the  men  had  weathered  three  winters,  with  the  ther- 
mometer sometimes  at  50^  below  lero^  yet  they  unanimously  de* 
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dared,  flml  lliey  never  Mi  ll>e  cold  so  sevorely  as  on  Ihis  exfe 
tion  lo  Batty  Bay,  The  tbermometer,  indeed,  wzs  only 
10°  below  zero,  but  tbe  men  attribtitcd  (be  excessive  cold,  wbi 
thev  felt,  to  ihe  difference  in  their  cloililn^,  whicb  was  any  tfci 
but  calculated  to  protect  them  from  tbe  influence  oflhe  fro^t;  aoii 
nig;ht,  their  housinjj^  i^as  so  bad,  as  scarcely  to  deserfe  the  name 
of  a  covering'.  One  night,  whilst  they  were  10  miles  from  Bai 
Bay ,'their  tent  was  entirely  blown  away,  and  Ihe  snow-drifl  at 
time  so  heavy  and  piercing,  as  almost  to  cut  tbem  in  two*  Wl 
the  accident  happened^  the  men  were  all  asleep,  rolled  up  it 
their  sacks;  and,  on  suddenly  awakenin*^,  their  feelings  an 
scarcely  be  described,  when  they  found  themselves  nearly  covetti 
with  heavy  drifts  of  snow,  and  the  wind  driving  it  ag'aiost  iKetii. 
with  a  fury  scarcely  to  be  resisted. 

Six  days  were  occupied  in  the  transportation  of  the  thiii«^ 
on  the  18th,  they  j2:ot  hack  to  the    beach,  and  happy  were  ihi 
to  lind  themselves  once  ag-aio  in  their  snow  houee*      So  cocnpi^ 
ralive  is  the   happiness  of  man,  that  that,  which,  at  one  period, 
is  regarded  with   indifference  and  contempt,  as  being  incapiUe 
of  adminislertng  in  the  smallest  desree  to  our  personal  comt^fU 
is    found,  at   a  future   time,  to  be  possessed    of    some  e: 
dinary  advantages,  and   from  which  a  positive    degree  ofliaj 
ness  is   lo  be  derived.     An    individual,  properly  to   appj 
the  benefits  of  fortune,   ought   previously  to  have  been  fami 
with  nnsfortuDe:  and  a  man,  who,  sleeping  under  a  tent,  iai 
74th    degree  of  north   laliiude,   suddenly  awakens,   and  Irnds 
blown  away,  with  an  arctic  snow  storm  driving  in  his  face«  fct 
himself  in  a  state  of  comparative  comfort,  when  he    is  bomcrf 
between   four  walls   of  snow,  with  a  cheerful  firej   throwioir  * 
genial  heat  around  him,  and  the  cauldron  bubbling'   H'ilb  the 
riuaceous  meaL 

Hie  most  valuable  acquisition  obtained  by    the  crow,   by  il 
transportaliou   of  the  stores  from  Batty   Bny.   was^    one   of 
6Li)ves,  which  had  been  brought  from  the  Victory,     There 
originally,  three  stoves,  one  lo    each  boat:  one    nf  tbem 
brought  away,  yi\\eci\\v%^*  VciviV  >Xn^\\  ^^^tiW^wti  (t«nn  Ratty  BiV 
the  crew  b«id  ^o^  Vitov\^V\\  -^isiixW^ -^\n^  ^.v^  >\vvv^^^^>^,^ 
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at8,  at  the  place  just  mentioned.     There  was  now  a  stove 

I  oflicers^  room  or  cabio^  as  it  was  called,  and  one  for  the 
of  the  seamen  ;  and  there  being  no  scarcity  of  funnelling, 
igineer  was  set  to  work  so  to  distribute  the  funnels,  that 
irm  air  might  be  diffused  through  every  part  of  the  house. 
withstanding,  however,  this  arrai»geraent,  the  men  coin- 
d  most  bitterly  of  the  cold,  which  tliey  had  to  endure — ^ono 
aot  being  adequate  to  impart  a  sufficient  heat  for  16  men, 
L  they  could  all  enjoy  the  benefit  of  it  at  the  same  time, 
were  only  four  persons  to  the  Rtove  in  the  officers*  berth  : 
Ross,  Commander  Ross,  Mr,  Thorn,  and  Mr,  Mc'Diarniid. 
old  w^as  at  times  so  intense  in  the  seamen's  berths  that  they 
not  rest  in  their  blankets,  but  were  obliged  to  walk  about 
hole  of  the  night,  to  keep  life  within  ihem.  During  the 
e  of  the  day,  that  the  cooking  was  carried  on,  (fur  nothing* 
llowed  to  be  cooked  in  the  officers^  house,)  the  temperature 
I  sailors'  berth  was  seldom  liigher  than  20  or  'i5  above 
ind  at  niglit  it  has  been  known  to  be  30  below  it.  Every 
if  water,  that  was  used,  was  obtained  from  melted  snow, 
■  .however,  could  only  he  gathered  in  calm  weather,  for 
len  found  it  impossible  to  willistand  the  severity  of  the 
when  the  wind  was  even  moderately  strong  :  but,onlhosa 
and  many  tltere  were^  that  it  blew  a  gale,  there  was  no 
hing,  as  the  sailors  termed  it,  of  projecting  their  noses  out 

dtior,  for  fear  of  returning  with  the  miijor  part  of  it  cut  oC\ 
add  to  their  desolate  condition,  the  sun  was  now  aboiit 
ive  tbem  ;  and  the    dismal  prospect  presented    itself,    ul 

moQthe(  of  utter  darkness,  with  the  exception,  now  and 
of  the   flitting  coruscations  of  the  aurora    borealisj  which 

i»d  the  density  of  the  after  darkness. 


The  mn,  though 
Sbora  of  litJi  glory,  through  the  tirear  prnfouniJ, 

'  f  fucrre 
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That  yields  ofta^iie,  the  pntplemneof  eve. 
Lo!  now  be  (^unqtiera,  no^w  stibdue^  Avliiley 
Awhile  Bubduiogf  the  departed  niisl 
Yield  I  to  a  brigKler  beam. 


One  of  the  (irst  plans,  that  was  put  in  operatioQ,  waj.  the 
fittiDg-  up  of  some  bed  places  for  the  crew,  of  which  eight  mert 
to  bo  made,  four  on  each  side  of  the  house,  and  each  sufficientlr 
capacious  to  hold  two  persons;  when  these  were  finished, 
the  carpenter  was  employed  in  constructing  some  cot  ffmoMf, 
whilst  the  crew  busied  themselves  in  the  makings  of  soine  nmH 
ur  quills  to  cover  them,  one  for  each  bed-plate;  and  they  now 
enjoyed  the  comparative  comfurt  of  a  wooden  bedstead,  to  ooe 
of  frozen  snow . 

The  last  time,  that  the  sun  was  visible,  was  on  the  14tb  No- 
vember, on  which  day  the  thermometer  stood  at  32.^  below  IH^J 
or  64°  below  the  freezing  point  of  Fahrenheit.  !^^| 

By  the  Ist  of  December,  the  house  began  to  assmne  tbe  tp  ' 
pearance  of  a  regular  establishment : — the  bed -places  were  ©•»• 
pleied  ;  the  oven^  which  the  engineer  had  made  of  tbe  coffm 
belonging  to  the  Fury,  and  constructed  on  Slater's  principl 
was  put  up;  a  mess  table  was  run  along  the  middle  part  of 
house;  four  bed -places  were  made  for  the  officers^  and  a 
in  llje  middle  part,  so  that  from  the  officer's  mess  benh»  each  doflf 
opened  to  their  respective  cabin.  The  stove  was  placed  it 
the  front  of  the  table,  the  funnelling  was  carried  under  it,  and 
thence  to  the  outside  of  the  house.  Two  out-houses  were  boiU 
on  ihe  outside  of  the  house  :  one  for  the  reception  of  lumber  ;aBd 
the  olher  as  a  snow-house^  which  was  regularly  filled  with  soon, 
whenever  the  weather  would  permit* 

The  general  slate  of  the  health  of  the  crew,  was,  at  this  ti«r. 
by  no  means  of  a  favorable  nature.  John  Wood ;  Adtbiiaj 
Buck^  the  blind  man,  and  Thomas,  were  very  ill  of  the 
Henry  Ayre,  the  cook,  affected  with  the  rheumatism; 
Lachey,  v^ith  the  loss  of  the  tops  of  two  of  his  fingers,  liat 
been  frost-bitten  at  Batty  Bay ;  and  the  last  on  tha  Im, 
poor  George  Taylor^  who  was  again  frost-bitten  in  trmvi 
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Batty  Bay  to  Fury  Beach,  out  who.  nevenhelefsis,  contrived 
to  hohhie  along*  on  his  stump,  receiving  from  his  comrades, 
every  assistance,  which  it  was  in  their  power  to  bestow. 

Ji  is  with  great  reluctance,  that  we  enter  upon  the  relation 
nfsjme  particulars  respectinj^  Taylor,  which,  we  sincerely  hope, 
for  the  sake  of  hurnanity,  and  the  personal  character  of  Capt. 
Ross,  are  not  founded  on  truth.     Our  authority  is  in  eiistence^ 
and  we  give  the  statement  upon  the  credit  of  his  veracity,  and 
the  great  improbability  of  a  charge  of  so  serious  a  nature,  being 
the  result  of  invention,  dictated  by  malice  or  ill-will.     We  are 
perfectly  aware  of  the  strong  prejudice,  which  existed  In  the 
minds  of  the  majority  of  the  crew  against  their  commander, 
and    that    ihey    were,  consequently,  disposed    to    attach   to  his 
actions  the  must  isini'^ter  motives,  and   to  view  his  general  con- 
duct througli  the    distorted    medium   of  an   inveterate   dislike. 
EBut  severe  as  we  may  be  represented  to  have  been,  in  our  stric- 
lures  on  certain  parts  of  the  private  and    professional  character 
of  Capt.  Ross,  as  far  as  relates  to  his  conduct  during  bis  last 
Voyage,  we  have   still,  very  frequently,  only  given  the  outline 
of  the  transact  ion,  refraining    in  the  spirit  of  mercy  and  com- 
passion, from  filling   it  up  with  those  dark  shades,  which  were 
ready  at  our  hand,  and  which  were  presented  to  us  by  the  indi- 
viduals themselves    who  were  the  victims,  and  who  could  not 
be  actuated,  by  any  motive  of  interest,  to  exaggerate  the  cir- 
cumstances, nor  to  impose  upon  us  with  their  fabrications*    With 
the  knowledge,  however,  of   the  propensity,  which  appears  to 
he  inherent  in  the  human  character,  of  attaching  a  degree  of  cri- 
minality to  the  actions  of  another,  in  proportion  to  the  prejudice, 
which  has  been  imbibed  against  him,  we  should  have  felt  disposed 
to  have  looked  upon  some  parts  of  our  information,  with  an  eye 
of  suspicion,  had  they  reached  us  upon  the  authority  of  a  single 
individual  ;  but  when  the  same  information  comes  to  us,  corro- 
borated by  the  authority  of  others,  we  cannot  refuse  our  belief 
to  ity  nor  consent  to  its  omission,  from  a  false  sense  of  delicacy 
towards  the  feelings  of  the  individual,  by  whom  the  act  was 
^^perpetrated,  and  who    ought  to   be   branded  with  everlasting 
^^nfamy,  if  the  crime  can  be  brought  home  to  him,     \K<&V^%^^ 
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in  ciur  proo:reRft  through  thi«  vrork,  ojtftmin^d  t?  e  oonrltict ' 
<  *ft|it.  Ross,  ahstruetetlly,  a<  the  Ccxnmanrjer  of  the  Victory,  and, 
us  an  iodiviiiual,  who  had  taken  upon  himself  the  ardlioiis  task 
of  the  di5coT?ery  of  the  North  West  Passage ;  we  hate  never 
trespassed  beyond  ihos**  two  Telaiions^  nor  ventured  upon  a  din* 
iiuisition  of  any  part  of  his  previous  conduct,  which  had  not  m 
vdimediate  reference  to  the  subject  under  our  immediate  iHscitf- 
^ion,  That  he  was  able,  in  the  mere  character  of  «  mariner.  Id 
i;ik©  upon  himself  the  command  uf  the  expedition,  we  diettU 
f  lullify  ourselves,  were  we  to  deny  it  ;  but  that  there  wer#  mt* 
tikia  tfMts  in  his  character,  which  wholly  unfitted  him  far^ 
■  important  and  responsible  an  ofBce,  is  a  fact,  which  was  prored 
111  eYery  stage  of  the  expedition,  and  which,  even  if  the  appetr* 
ances  had  been  favorable,  would  have  gone  a  great  wav  to  fruf- 
irate  the  object,  which  it  waa  his  endeavour  to  attain.  Tlie 
circumstance,  however,  which  we  are  now  going  to  relate,  faai 
no  reference  to  his  professional  character,  it  concerns  him  att 
ntan;  and  for  the  sake  i)f  the  character  of  the  species,  to  whiel 
he  belongs,  for  the  sake  of  his  own  character,  aa  holding  a  higl 
rank  in  his  majesty's  navy,  and  in  respect  for  the  station,  wiiieii 
he  holds  m  society,  we  sincerely  hope,  that  he  will  h^  able  to 
refute  the  charge,  which  hia  crew  have  brought  against  hiSD, 
and,  we  are  certain,  that  he  ought  to  be  grateful  to  us  for  tha 
opportunity,  which  we  now  afford  him,  of  washing*  off  a  dark 
and  damning  spot  from  his  character,  which,  at  present,  dkogs 
to  it,  like  blood  on  the  hands  of  the  murderer 

The  circumstances,  under  which  George  Taylor  had  his  fiitft 
60  frost-bitten,  as  to  render  amputation  necessary,  has  be«o 
already  rt-lated,  and  the  burden,  which  he  became^  in  contt* 
quence,  upon  the  labor  of  the  crew,  after  the  Victory  had  btoi 
abandoned.  On  the  journey  from  Fury  Beach  to  Batty  Bct« 
|toor  Taylor  was  in  one  of  the  boat^^,  what  the  lumber  of  Caiit. 
Ross  was  in  the  second,  and  Ca[jt,  Ross  himself  in  the  tllini^ 
<— a  dead  weight  upon  the  efficient  part  of  the  fSfew.  Wben 
it  was  found  necessary  to  abandon  the  bouts,  and  to  make  Ik* 
best  of  their  way  back  to  Fury  Beach  on  foot,  the  case  of  Tavlor 
became  one  ot  s^tVou«  eo\\%vd^tution.     The  distance  from  Rattt 
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Buy  to  Fury  Beach  was  about  34  mileg;  but  the  circuitous  route, 
which  they   had  to   lake,  increased  the  distance  to   about  40, 
The  sledgea  were  made  for  the  transi^ortation  of  some  of  the 
immediate  requisites,  but  not  of  sufficient  strength  to  bear  the 
weig^ht  <»f  a   man,  in  addition  to  the  necessary  cargo.     Under 
these  circumstances^  the  conveyance  of  Taylari  by  means  of  the 
slodges,  was  considered  a«i  next  to  impracticable;  and«  there- 
fore, the  question  was  raised,  whether  it  were  possible  for  him 
to  hobble  on  hie  stump,  and,  if  that  could  nr>t  be  accomplished, 
in  what  manner  was  he  lo  be  got  to  Kury  Beach  ?     The  whole  of 
the  crew  proffered  their  aid  towards  rendering  the  conveyance 
n(  him  as  easy  as  possible;  but  a  very  different  plan  was  sug- 
gested by  Capt.  Ross«   and   that  was,  to  have  the  poor  fellow 
behind  them  /  !  !     If  this  horrid  suggestion  ho  founded  in  truth, 
Capt.  Ross  must,  at  the  time,  have  been  under  the  dominion  of 
some  fiend  of  hell,  for  from  no  other  source  could  such  an  infernal 
idea  have  been  poured  into  his  mind.     The  blood  chills  along 
our  veins,  when  we  contemplate  the  dreadful  sufferings,  which  a 
human   being  must  undergo  in   such   a    situation,  before  death 
would  kindly  interpose  to  put  an  end  to  his  agony.     An  act  like 
this  might  have  been  contemplated  by  a  Nero  oraDomitian  ;  hut 
that  a  christian,  in  the  l9th  century,  should  have  exhibited  such 
an  instance  of  deliberate  cruelty,  staggers  our  belief,  and  im> 
poses  upon  us  the  task,  which  we  willingly  undertakp,  of  giving 
Capt.  Ross  an  opportunity  of  contradicting  it*     The  words  of 
our  informant,  are  as  follows,  "  It  \va^  at  leaving  the  boats  fa( 
Batty  Bay  J,  where  Capt.  Ross  wanted  to  have  George  Taylor 
k'hind  ;  the  man  who  had  lost  half  his  footT     Discrediting  this 
s^tatement  altogether,  we  made  application   to   another  indivi^ 
dual,  who  was  on  the  expedition,  and  from  him  we  received  a 
verbal  confirmation  of  it.     There  are  few  acts,  which  will  bear 
parallel  with  it,  in  the  whole  range  of  the  crimes,  which,  from 
Hhe  murder  of  Abel,  have  stamped  the  human  race  with  igno- 
rainy.     Instances,  indeed,  are    on   record,  of  brutish  captains 
leaving  their  men  on  uninhabited  islands,  and  the  vengeance  of 
ofiended  humanity  has  in  time  overtaken  them;  but  steeled  in 
hundred  fold  cruelly  m\x^X  be   ih  it   individual,  who.  because  «k 
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rirlhy  man  liad  hpon  jnaimecl  in  his  Rervice,  and  had  becon 
hurliieu  upon  Ujo  pcrsMnal  lah(»r  of  his  rne^rsmates,  was  Ut  be 
oomed  10  suffer  one  of  ilie  most  harrid  deaths,  which  the  human 
inaginalion  iti  its  uuimsit  stretch  couid  devise.  But  that  Ca|Jl. 
Ross  was  tliis  maii^  we  cannot,  under  any  circumsiaoees,  brin^ 
ourselveH  lo  belle ve^tluil  lie  could  for  a  moment  entertain  i-vefi 
the  lhou«:'hl  of  abandoning^  a  helpless  cripple  in  a  desolate 
ccmnlry,  where  imt  the  slighlesi  prospect  presented  itself  of  an 
escapp,  U  so  revoltiu^  to  every  idea,  which  we  have  formed  til 
cmr  niiiids  of  a  humnn  beiug^,  who,  the  same  moment^  was  per- 
Itaps  raising  hi(»  hands  to  heaven  in  prayer,  for  his  deliverance 
from  the  troubles,  by  which  he- was  assailed,  and  who  was  in- 
voking that  God,  who,  according  to  his  own  words,  had  guided 
and  directed  all  his  steps,  and  who  had  provided  eBeetual  mean« 
his  preservation ;  we  repeat  it,  tliat  a  man,  who  could  aecoiu- 
plish  such  a  diabolical  act,  as  the  one  we  have  been  describiag, 
roust  be  stricken  to  the  earth  with  shame  and  confusion,  whea 
he  looks  to  that  God,  without  whose  knowledge  not  a  sparrow 
falleth  to  the  ground.  ^H 

We  shall  pass  over  ibis  subject  without  any  further  commei^P 
our  motive  in   the  dicussing  of  it  has  not  been  to  impute  the 
commission  of  so  barbarous  an  act  to  Capt.  Ross,  but  to  give 
him  an  opportunity  of  purify  if  »g  his  character  from  a  stigma, 
which  will  otherwise  cliug  to  bis  name  for  ever,  and  porge  it 

hfroni  that  odium,  with  which  it  is  at  present  mentioned,  in  lUi»e 
quarters  where  his  actions^  during  the  whole  of  the  expeditioii, 
have  been  so  freely  canvassed. 

The  chief  employment  of  the  men,  during  the  whole  of  the  will* 
ter,  was  patching,  mending,  and  covering  their  wearing  apptret 
with  canvass,  for,  in  regard  to  cloihing,  their  prospect  was  of  the 
most  discouraging  kind.  The  indigenous  animals  were  btit 
few,  from  which  they  could  obtain  any  skins,  as  the  foiti 
f^eemed  to  possess  the  sovereignty  of  the  country,  with  now  and 
ihen  a  wolf  or  a  boar  as  an  occasional  visitor.  The  stodi  nf 
skins  and  cluthing,  whiL-h  Capt.  Ross  had  been  near]  " 
years  in  colleetiog,  and  which  were  at  one  time  auBn  , 
equip  the  crew  u^  a  matvof  war  of  74  guns,  were  alt  left  in  lUtf 
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Hour-tubs  in  tlie  tiuld  of  the  Victory  :  and  therefore,  as  the 
^ninlry,  unlike  that  iu  the  vicinity  of  Victory  Harbour,  fur- 
nished few  or  no  animals,  from  which  a  supply  of  fikins  could 
Oe  ttblained  for  the  manufacture  of  clothing,  the  crew  were 
inder  the  necessity  of  patching  up  their  clothes  in  the  strongest 
nanner  pos^^ible,  as  not  one  of  them  had  a  single  dress  but  what 
||e  had  in  wear,  and  the  uncertainty  before  them,  of  how  long 
llie  time  would  be  before  they  could  equip  themselves  afresh, 
pn  this  fsubjecl  wC^shuU  have  some  curious  information  to  give, 
ivhen  we  cumo  to  describe  the  manner,  in  which  Capt.  Ross 
liistributed  the  money,  which  the  Liords  of  the  Admiralty  ad- 
liinced  for  the  payment  of  the  wtJi^M'^f  the  men. 

When  the  Fury  was  ab;indone3;  she  had  on  board  a  consi-i 
jlerahle  quanlhy  of  canvass,  interwoven  with  worsted,  which 
Iras  intended  fur  her  housing  in  the  winter.  At  the  lime  when 
fhe  provisions,  stores^  &c.  of  the  Fury  were  put  on  the  beach,  in 
1825,  ihe  canvass  was  spread  upon  it,  for  the  purpose  of  eon- 
^iniqg  the  conls;  and  during  the  lime  that  the  crew  of  the 
Victory  wintered  there,  every  one  of  them  was  anxious  to  obtain 
|ome  of  this  canvass,  which,  with  the  exception  of  the  provi- 
lions,  was,  in  the  opinion  of  the  suihjrs,  the  best  friend  they 
had   met  with  in  that  part  of  the  enuntry. 

I  The  principal  use,  to  which  the  sailors  applied  the  canvass^ 
i|vafi,  first  to  draw  out  the  worsted  threads,  then  tying  ihem  to- 
gether with  a  weaver's  knot,  and  having  obtained  a  sufficient 
uuuntily,  they  proceeded  to  make  a  needle,  of  the  workmanship 
bf  which  the  needle-ruakers  of  WhitechapsI  could  not  possibly 
Ibe  jealous,  and  then  with  the  worsted  they  made  some  gloves 
a  nil  mittens.  Commander  Kosts  had  four  needles  made,  where- 
■rslK  he  employed  himself  in  footing  and  darning  his  own 
itockings,  as  well  as  making  for  himself  some  muffetees* 
pwing,  however,  to  the  indisposition  of  Thomas,  the  carpenter, 
loosiderabie  difficulty  was  experienced  in  removing  the  things^ 
pr  the  purpose   of;:  m   ih^  «mvft«t-     ►♦d  Shreevc,  who 

mu^  I  he  carpenter's  *  **  fitting 

Ip  <if  the  interior  of  .re, 

|g|ie  i'liiff  employ tn*''  ^^_    ^^^^^^^^_ 


flooring  of  llie  limise  ;  the  ReamPti's  bf*rlh  being  floored  will 
ihe  slaves  of  the  empty  casks,  which  were  very  pleDtiful  on  \h 
hetkcht  and  the  ofBcers*  berth,  with  pUtiks. 

An  attempt  was  at  this  time  made  by  the  steward,  to  make 
pack  of  cards  from  the  tin  of  the  canisters,  from  whicii  ihe  pre 
f^erved meats  had  been  taken,  but  they  were  found  to  scratch  tod 
much  ;  which  put  his  ingenuity  to  the  test,  to  discover  aome  other 
method   of  aceomplisihing  his  task.     He  therefore  took  ooe  of 
llie  pickaxes,   and  dug   out  of  the  ice  and   snow,    two  boxes  of 
candles,  for  the  mere  purpose  of  obtaining'  the  paper»  in  wkidi 
they  were  wrapped,  which  bein*^  cut  into  pieces  of  the  iibi|>» 
of  cards,  were  pasted  together  until  they  attained  the  nec^sary 
thickness.     The  engineer  then  made  four  moulds,  reprcsentto^ 
Clubs,  Spades.  Diamonds,  and  Hearts.     They  were,   bowevfr« 
all   of  one  colour,  namely  black  ;    but,    nevertheless,  the  snilori 
contrived  to   be^ifijile  away  many  a  wearisome   hour  at  crtbbaf9 
or  put.     Thomas,   the  carpenter,  made   a   board   and   a   bH  of 
chess  men  for  the  use  of  the  cabin ;  but  Capt.  Rogs  having  bf^n 
himself  so  often  checked  in  reality,  during  the  voyage,  soongrf* 
tired  of  being  cheeked  in  sport  :    and  the  kings  and  queens  Aoii 
bishops  of  Fury  Beach    met  with  a   fate,   which,  if  ii  could  b 
visited  upon    some  of  the  kings,  queens,  and  bishops  of  ctruw 
other  countries,  it  would  be  conferring  an   inestimable  bles^m;' 
upon  those,  who  have  to   contribute  the  greater  portion  of  tbeii 
hard-earned  wages  for  the  support  of  the  useless  pump,  tbe  ef 
travuganee,  and  the  vices  of  royalty  and  episcopacy. 

During  the  winter,  a  considerable  number  of  foxes  mtrt 
killed  ;  indeed  there  were  not  four  Sundays  througbuol  iW 
winter,  that  the  officers  had  not  a  roasted  fox  on  their  tjible  iu 
dinner.  On  Christmas-day,  there  were  four  foxes  baked  in  ihi 
oven,  for  the  dirmer  of  the  officers  and  men.  Bat,  tnste^d  ^ 
Booth's  cordial,  or  Barclay  s  entire,  they  were  obliged  to  b 
satisfied  with  lime  juice ;  this  however  refera  uoly  to  tha  nik 
ineir^  berth,  for  the  snow  not  being  of  a  tranapareDt  oati 
«<eamen  could  not  discern  the  proceedings,  that  were  | 
[te  the  officers*  berth;  but,  from  certain  cfHuvia,  tbai 
mcutis  pcnctrMed  through  thr*  porosity  of  tbe  3$iioW|  a 
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waft  fnritiGd,  that  lime  juice  was  not  ihe  only  bevcrajire,  wiih 
which  the  ofScers  regaled  tliemsel«/es.  Wilb  some  difficulty 
a  plum -pudding  was  concocted ;  but  the  plums  were  in  very 
bad  condition^  it  taking  all  the  crew  a  whole  daji  to  piok 
out  a  sufficieacy  to  make  two  puddings,  one  boiled,  the  other 
baked* 

The  new  year  1833  came  in  with  strong  norlherly  gale«,  and 
heavy  drift,  which  confined  the  men  to  the  house,  and  prolruried 
the  recovery  of  the  »ick»  The  duty  imposed  ypt>n  the  men  wji*« 
very  trifling;  they  were  obliged  to  take  exercise  whenever  the 
weather  would  permit  them,  and  their  principal  labor  consisted 
in  carrying  snow  to  the  houRe,  fitted  up  as  its  receptacle. 

On  the  2d  of  February,  they   experienced  the  indescribahlo 

itisfaction  of  again  beholding  the   sun,  which,  like  a  coy  and 

aodeist  virgin,  just  showed  them  a  glimpse  of  its  benuty^  and 

'tibeii  retired.     The  period   of  the  absence  of  Ihe  sun  was  eighty 

days;  and  the  feelings  of  the  men,  when  they  first  caught  a  view 

of  its  upper  limb,  can  only  be  compared  to  those  of  the  Peru- 

vians»  who  fall  down  and  warship  it  as  their  Gi id  ;  it  was  to  them 

\e   harbinger    of  brighter    days,  and    the  light,  perhaps,  that 

ras  to   guide    them  on    their   perilous  journey  to  their   native 

!>witry. 

On  the  7th  of  February,  to  the  astonishment  of  the  whole 
rew,  two  rein-deer    made  their  appearance,  at  some  distance 
rorii  the  beach.     Such  a  circumstance  was  never  known  to  occur 
before  the  latter  end  of  March,  or  the  beginning  of  April ;    hut  lo 
convinced  that  they  were  actually  rein-deer,  ComnranderRos?? 
id  Abernethy  went  after  them;   the  duration  of  the  dayligll 
ms  however  so  very  short,  that  they  were  snon  obliged  to  giv<T 
the  chace.  hut  not  till  they  had  ascertained  the  point,  by  the 
irks  of  their  feet  in    the  *now,  that  the  animals,   which  they 

peen*  were  in  reality  r^Mtt-deer* 
On  the  8ili   of  Ftbruary.  <  c^^'^enter. 

parted  'this   life,  to  th^ 
(rhom  hU  services,  in  the  wj 
owever,  left  an  abFc  substit 
^  ^>«8  uf  a  man  ,al  thlg 
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qnonce,  and  efipecially  one  whose  skill,  as  a  ship  carpenter. 
iiniverBally  acknowledged »  He  appeared,  however,  to  huTediwI 
without  the  slightest  impresBion  of  religion  on  bU  miiid ;  tnii 
although  he  had  a  wife  and  x;hi1d  in  England,  he  neTsr  meo* 

■ioned  their  name,  nor  even  sent  them  a  dying  request.    The  da^ 
ifier   hts  death,  he  was   »ewed  up  in  his  blanket,  and  put  iDi') 
nne  of  the  snow  houses,  but,  before  he  was  removed  from  his  b^ 
place,  he  was  as  hard  as  a  rock.     He  remained  in  the  maw  boo^ 
for  nine  days,  before  he   could  be   buried  ;  the    weather  being 
BO  severe,  that  the  men  could  not  dig  his  grave,     Kven  afwr« 
^■nbor  of  ten  days,  his  grave  was  not  above  a  foot  deep ;  and  <m 
the  16th  he  was  buried,  the  wliole   of  the  crew,  that  wef6  tbk 
fc^llowing  the  corpse,  Capt.  Ross  leading  the  funeral  prooestoB. 
Whilst  reading  the  burial  service,  he  bad  his  spectacles  oo^bA 
H(bis  breath  got  on  the  glasses,  and  becoming  immediately  fromri 
prevented    him    from    reading   the    remainder.      He,    howffftr. 
managed,  after  making  a  few  blunders^  to  finish  the  semet,snd 
the  corpse  was  covered  over  with  the  gravel  of  the  beach,   i 
monument  was  built  on  the  top  of  his  grave,  with  a  piece  of 
wood    in   the  middle,  and  a  small   plate  of  copper  nailed  to  it. 
with  his  nttme»age,  and  trade,  engraved  upon   it,  according  to 
the  best  manner  of  the  engineer.     No  epitaph  was  attached  to 
H  it«  as  that  particular  art  of  lying   had  not  at  that  time  beeofl 
troduced  into  the  country,  where  Fury  Beach  was:  situated.  V 
The  crew  were  now  reduced  to    twenty,  and  they  were  ■ 
daily  expectation  of  losing  Buck  and  Wood,  whose  constilutiM 
were  unable  to  endure  the  continual  fatigue  and  hardship!, H 
which  they  had  lately  been  exposed,  and  which  had  beea  oih 
^^^ trying  and  severe,  than  had  ever  been  experienced  at  ^nyjlfl 
^fttious  {lart  of  the  voyage.  H 

^^  l>uring  the  lime,  that  the  sun  was  above  the  horizon,  irU^| 
during  the  month  of  February,  was  not  above  an  hour.  ^B 
^^  Cff^w  were  obliged  to  take  their  regular  exercise  wbeif^H 
^Bib«  weather  would  permit;  but  when  adverse,  tbej  ah^  H 
^Hhv*nim>lvo(£  in  various  romping  games  inside  the  houae^  ^| 

^BhivY  miinaged  to  keep  their  blood  in  active  circf  ^^H 

^nlim  VVmn  vV\^\  \\  V^wd^  to  check  the  growth  ^^H 
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whidt  had  ihowh  itself  in  several  caaea,  in  rather  an  alarming 
d«^fee,  flind  which,  in  feet/ had  proved  the  ^^th  of  Chimham 
Tliomaa.  *  i 

'  A«  the  day-light  increased,  the  oticers  and'some  of  the  crew 
Went  on  a  shooting  esqpedition,  and,  on  one  occasion,  they  shot 
two  hears^  and  saw  a  wolf,  at  which  they  fired,  and  severelj 
wounded  him,  but  he  contrived  to  make  his  escape.  Com- 
mander Ross  followed  him,  hj  the  track  of  his  blood,  a  consi« 
derable  distance,  but  the  daj-light  closed  upon  him,  and  he 
was  obliged  to  relinquish  the  pursuit.  It  was  on  one  of  those 
occasions,  that  the  crew  were  threatened  with  one  of  the  greatest 
calamities,  which,  under  their  present  circumstances,  could  pos- 
sibtj  have  befallen  them,  and  which  would  inevitably  have 
plunged  the  whole  of  them  into  a  state  of  the  deepest  despair 
and  disconsolation.  The  calamity  was  no  other  than  the  death 
of  Capt.  Ross  himself,  which  was  likely  to  have  ensued  from 
the  rather  too  ofircible  embraces  of  a  bear,  which  had  been  at- 
tracted to  the  place  where  he  was  reposing,  by  seme  particular 
odour  grateful  lo  his  olfactory  sense. 

The  weather  being  propitious.  Commander  Ross,  with  a 
chosen  party,  set  out  on  a  hunting  expedition,  one  aim  of  which, 
was,  to  obtain  possession  of  the  body  of  the  wolf,  which  had  been 
so  seriously  wounded  on  a  former  day,  and  which  it  was  not 
thought  possible  that  he  could  survive  the  wound.  During  their 
absence  Capt.  Ross,  for  the  purpose  of  communing  with  him- 
self on  the  difEculties  of  his  present  situation,  and  at  the  same 
time  luxuriating  in  imagination  on  the  honors  that  would  be 
paid  to  him,  should  he  succeed  in  reaching  the  shores  of  Eng- 
land, determined  to  compose  himself  on  his  bed  of  skins,  whilst 
his  head  reposed  in  soothing  softness  on  his  downy  pillows. 

We  believe  that  Capt.  Ross  may,  at  one  period  of  his  life, 

have  read  Tristram  Shandy,  in  which    it  is  stated,  upon  the 

authority  of  Mr.  Shandy  himself,  that  man  cogitates  upon  soii.e 

'*cts,  better  in  a  horizant'  *  '  "^  than  in  any  other  ;  and 

i^s  it  may  be  ration  i,  that  Capt.  Ross  had. 
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in  that  position,  in  which  the  cogitating  powert  are  most  sac« 
cessfuUy  and  efficaciously  called  into  action^  Silence  is  one  of 
the  great  nurses  of  thought,  and  for  a  time  the  hum  of  busy 
man  had  ceased  around  him  :  and  if  he  could  have  found  any 
pleasure  in  the  thought,  he  might  have  fancied  himself  another 
Alexander  Selkirk — or  the  last  man  of  creation — or  even  the 
wandering  Jew,  on  whom  the  eternal  curse  had  been  pronounced, 
that  he  should  ^' walk  on'*  for  ever;  and  that,  by  some  mis- 
chance or  act  of  ignorance^  he  had  extended  his  walk  as  far  at 
Fury  Beach,  although  he  perhaps  could  not  there  find  any 
human  happiness  to  blight  with  his  pestiferous  breath.  Not 
more  intensely  was  Newton  absorbed  in  thought,  when  the 
apple  fell,  and  the  power  of  gravitation  stood  revealed  to  him, 
than  was  Capt.  Ross,  in  his  recumbent  posture,  pondering, 
perhaps,  on  the  treasures,  which  he  bad  left  behind  him,  in  the 
vicinity  of  Victory  Harbour,  or  on  the  exact  degree  of  longitude, 
in  which  he  was  to  inform  the  Royal  Society  of  London,  thai 
he  had  discovered  the  position  of  the  magnetic  pole:  when  lol 
— an  unearthly  sound  struck  upon  his  startled  ears«  which  to  his 
senses  appeared  as  if  it  came  from  some  object  above  him : 
but  whether  it  was  a  benignant  spirit  of  heaven »  that  had 
alighted  from  a  sun -beam,  to  wbi.^per  strength  and  consolation 
to  him  in  the  darkness  of  his  desolation;  or  whether  it  wasilie 
dread  spirit  of  futurity >  that  had  come  with  the  book  of  fate,  to 
exhibit  to  him  the  page,  on  which  Fame  had  inscribed  his  nanv 
in  indelible  characters,  as  one  of  the  great  ones  of  the  earth, 
on  whom  immortality  was  to  be  bestowed — are  momentous 
questions,  which  no  one  will  be  disposed  to  impute  stupidity  to 
Capt.  Roj?8»  on  account  of  his  incapability  to  solve  them.  The 
noise,  however,  increased,  and  the  sound  of  footsteps  v^as  dis^ 
tinctly  heard,  slow,  stately,  and  solemn,  and  with  a  heavinets, 
OS  if  some  dreadful  incubus  were  prowling  on  the  roof,  nilh  a 
determination  to  work  a  passng^e  through  it,  by  ihi?  mcrv 
pressure  of  his  ponderous  frame.  With  knitted  brow  and 
agitated  frame — with  hair  erect  as  that  of  the  craokcd-harlc 
tyrant,  when  awakening  suddenly  from  his  sleep,  in  wliit 
had  «i>en  the  gho^la  ^^^  vV^  vnwi^^T«A  *\»\Wift^t%  him — to  uia 


Capl.  R08S  raise  himself  from  his  couch,  in  droad  expectation 
of  the  horrid  apparition,  that  was  in  a  short  time  to  burst  upoa 
his  alarmed  vision.  Summoning  all  the  fortitude  inherentin  his 
nature,  in  a  deep  and  sepulchral  voice^  he  demanded  to  know 
the  name»  condition*  and  more  than  all,  the  intent  of  the  base 
disturber  of  his  refreshing"  slumber.  Again  he  called — ^again 
^nd  again— but  no  satisfactory  answer  met  his  ears*  Strongly 
was  now  the  conviction  impressed  upon  his  mind,  that  the  vi- 
sitant above  him,  could  not  be  of  human  shape-^but  what  other 
fhape  to  give  it,  celestiai  or  infernal,  maritime  or  terrestrial^ 
biped  or  quadruped  or  muUipede,  set  alt  his  reasoning  powers 
at  defiance. 

Suspense  to  some  minds  is  a  species  of  insufferable  torture : 
for  to  them  'tis  better  to  know  the  worst,  than  to  live  under 
the  dominion  of  an  alarmed  imagination,  which  converts  the 
flitting  shadow  into  substantiality,  and  in  the  sullen  moan  of 
the  wind,  hears  the  groans  of  the  dying.  Impelled  by  the  spirit 
of  desperation,  Capt.  Ross  sprang  from  his  couch,  and  standing 
erect  in  the  noble  attitude  of  defiance^  raising  his  eves  to  the 
roof,  he  exclaimed^ 

F  No  answer  was  returned  to  the  solemn  invocation  ;  whilst,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  mysterious  visitant  continued  to  step 
heavily  along  the  roof;  and  once  a  sound  came  upon  the  ears  of 
the  astonished  tenant  of  the  house,  as  if  it  were  the  snuffing 
from  the  nostrils  of  some  tremendous  animal,  who  might  per- 
adventure  have  scented  the  contents  of  his  provision  bag.  Resolved 
not  to  be  kept  in  the  agony  of  suspense  any  longer,  Capt.  Ross 
roared  out* — *'  Avast!  you  there  above,  by  G — d,  but  you  will  bo 
through  the  roof,** — Even  this  short  intelligible  application 
as  unattended  to;  when,  prompted  by  ''  the  sweet  tittle 
lerubi  who  sits  up  lake  care  of  the  life  o( poor  Jack,** 

Capt.  Roi»4  »  kind  of  loop-hdk»  in  ihewall, 

vrhtcb  wn  M  nf  light— r^T  -'-^y-  v^ 


What  dost  (hoij  there,  thou  miJntght  ha^  above. 
Thus  to  break  la  upon  my  peaoeful  rest. 


I 
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norinoiis  bear,  who  had  selected  him  as  the  victim  to  be 
hugged  ta  deaths  wUhin  Ins  sha^fgy  paws.  Deliberation  were 
now  tantamount  to  a  certain  death,  and  not  one  by  any  means, 
which  an  officer  of  his  Britannic  Majesty's  navy  much  less  Capl, 
Koss  would  wish  to  die.  With  a  noble  presence  of  mind,  cba- 
acteristic  of  the  genuine  hero  in  the  hour  of  danger,  Capt.  Ross 
seized  a  headed  musket,  which  a  kltul  and  providential  destiny  had 
ju%l  placed  wilbin  liis*  reach,  and  levellitigit  at  the  monster,  lodged 
the  buliel  in  some  part  of  his  ursiuine  carcass.  It  was  a  reception, 
which  the  animal  had  not  been  accustomed  to  meet  irith  in  his 
j)»tive  country,  and  not  wishing  for  a  repetition  of  it,  he  betook 
himself  off,  as  fast  as  his  wound  wimld  allow  him» 

The  historian  of  the  Life  of  Nelson  dwells  with  compatriot 

ride  on  the  battles  of  ll»e  Nile  and  of  Trafalgar,  and  we,  as  the» 

islorian  of  the  motit  memorable  years  of  the  life  of  Capt,  Ross, 

are,  on  the  same  principle,  animated  by  the  desire  to  delineate, 

in  the  most  glowing  colours^  those  events  which  may  be  cnn«i* 

dered  as  the  greatest  of  his   achievemeols,  and  on   which   he 

'uunds   his  claim  to  the  respect  and    gratitude  of  an  admiring 

oslerity. 

Many  days,  however^  had  not  elapsed  berore,  perhaps,  this 
very  bruia  paid  the  forfeit  of  his  audacious  attack  on  the  persoa 
t>f  Capt.  Ross,  for  not  only  himself,  but  another  of  his  tribe,  fell 
ictima  to  the  unerring  shots  of  the  steward  and  Abernethy. 
ne  of  the  bears  was  skinned  and  quartered,  and  his  ilesh  hung 
p  on  a  triangle,  as  a  decoy  for  otlier  bears-,  the  other  bear  was 
also  sUinned,  whilst  he  was  yet  warm,  and  the  sailors  hit  U(K^^ 
tlie  stratagem  of  taking  the  carcass  down  to  the  beach,  and  tbij^f 
placing  him  on  his  alUfours,  which  waseasily  accomplished,  as.  itt 
half  an  lii>ur»  he  wub  as  hard  as  niarble.  A  piece  of  iron  hoof 
was  stuck  iulo  him  for  a  tail,  and  at  a  distance  he  appeared 
exactly  as  when  he  was  alive.  The  carcass  was  not  long^  thtfSv 
h^kifore  it  WHS  visited  by  another  of  the  same  species*  who  began 
^Humedjately  to  gratify  his  appetite  with  the  flesh  of  Ins  kmiM^r 
^^mpanion,  hi  his  eagerness,  however,  to  gorge  liirnself  with 
^Be  abundant  mea\,  \V\at  Nvas  before  him,  he  capsized  the  (tomem 
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i«u  liiai,  made  him  betake  himself  to  the  ice,  but  he  had  not  pro- 
ceeded above  fifty  yards,  when  he  staggered  and  fell.  A  sledge 
was  immediately  got  out,  and  he  was  brought  to  the  house. 
This  was  the  third  bear,  which  had  been  killed  in  two  days,  their 
skins  proving  highly  acceptable,  as  articles  of  clothing  and  bed- 
ding. In  the  gall  of  the  latter  bear,  a  substance  was  found  as 
hard  as  a  stone  ;  he  had  also  been  in  conflict  with  another  bear, 
as  he  was  very  severely  wounded  in  the  thigh. 

Early  in  the  month  of  March,  they  saw  the  first  dovekey, 
which  was  shot.  It  was  swimming  about  in  a  little  pool  of 
water  left  by  the  tide,  and  was  considerably  whiter  than  they 
are  generally  found  to  be.  This  was,  however,  attributed  to  itb 
age,  it  being  evidently  a  very  old  bird.  These  birds  generally 
make  their  appearance  about  the  beginning  of  May,  and  some- 
times they  are  as  late  as  the  beginning  of  June;  it  was,  there 
fore,  considered  to  be  a  very  rare  thing  to  see  one  as  early  a^ 
the  month  of  March,  and  the  sailors  thence  drew  the  favorable 
omen,  that  the  approaching  season  would  be  comparatively 
mild  and  temperate.  Two  or  three  hares  were  shot  about  the 
same  time,  but  they  were  kept  fjr  the  use  of  the  sick,  and 
issued  to  them  in  small  proportions,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
a  mess. 

The  allowance  of  provisions,  that  the  men  had  on  Fury 
Beach,  was  nothing  more  than  preserved  meats  and  lime  juice, 
which,  as  an  antiscorbutic,  was  certainly  highly  beneficial,  but, 
as  a  general  beverage,  was  rather  of  a  weakening  nature. 
Amongst  the  preserved  meats,  there  was  a  considerable  quantity 
of  veal,  which  was  the  only  meat,  that  the  crew  did  not  like. 
Of  this  meat,  every  man  was  allowed  a  pound  for  his  week's 
consumption,  but  before  it  was  distributed,  the  jelly  and  the  fat, 
that  were  on  the  canisters,  were  taken  o£P  for  the  use  of  the  sick : 
half  a  pound  was  distributed  on  Thursday,  and  half*a  pound  on 
Sunday,  but  it  was  literally  as  dry  as  a  horn,  and  not  a  morsel 
of  salt  wherewith  to  season  it.  The  officers  had  their  choice 
of  the  different  meats,  as  well  as  meat  every  morning  on  the 
breakfast  table.  About  16  lbs.  of  tea  were  brought  from  the 
^hip>  for  the  use  of  the  sick,   but  the  offiee\%   \x^^<\  'v\.  %s^\^ 
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ni^hi  in  the  cabin   for  tea,  the  crew  regaling  themseWes  wilk 
coffee  made  of  peas. 

In  the  beginning  of  April,  preparations  were  made  for  tn- 
veiling  :  the  first  thing  being  done  was,  to  get  some  of  the  hrtiti 
ca^ks  up  to  the  house,  for  the  purpose  of  packing  the  bread,  for, 
unfortunately,  there  was  a  great  quantity  of  bad  bread  ati30Ds:<i 
the  Fury^s  stores*  Each  cask  was  emptied  on  a  sai!,  and  the 
cask  burned  out,  and  the  picked  bread  put  into  it.  Then  lE 
the  provisions  were  coUccied,  that  were  intended  tobecarrieil 
down  to  Bully  Bay: — they  consisted  of  *ZSO0  lbs.  of  bread  k 
casks,  and  60  lbs.  in  a  bag»  1400  lbs*  of  preserved  meats,  SO 
lbs,  of  sugar,  190  lbs,  of  cocoa,  50  lbs.  of  pea  cofl'ee,  4  cwt  m 
nearly  half  a  ton  of  coals,  20  gallons  of  lime  juice,  independenltf 
of  the  weight  of  all  the  casks  and  other  articles,  alt  of  fihicfc. 
upon  a  close  calculation,  amounted  to  seven  tons,  w!  '  '  ' 
t'»  be  dragged  down  to  Batty  Bay,  a  distance  of  32  m 
hummocks  of  ice,  and  hilU  of  snow.  It  was  computed,  thai  tb 
above  quantity  would  make  fourteen  sledge  loads,  but  Uwn 
were  only  thirteen  working  hands^  sufficient  only  to  man  iwu 
sledges ;  so  that  it  was  found  practicable  ouly  to  take  im 
sledgeti  at  a  time,  to  the  distance  of  about  8  miles,  and  ih«D  tn 
return  with  the  empty  ones.  On  the  following  day,  a  sini'lu 
trip  was  taken,  it  the  weather  permitted,  thus  nmkiog  a  di* 
lance  of  56  miles,  which  the  men  had  to  travel^  and  vet  ttief 
could  only  say,  that  they  were  eight  miles  on  their  rtioie 
The  chief  part  of  the  duty  in  April,  May,  and  the  befriauL] 
of  June,  was  the  ^transportation  of  the  provisions  in  Patti 
Bay. 

Considerable  anxiety  was  felt  as  to  the  conditiotif  to  wliKi 
the  boats  would  be  found  at  Batty  Bay,  as  on  them  they  df* 
pended  for  their  deliverance  from  the  inhospitable  regioof,  ta 
which  they  had  existed  for  the  last  four  years;  and 
wm  thought  advisable  to  send  a  party  forward  to  tlia  bav.  '<»" 
ascertain  the  condition  of  the  beats,  before  the  whole  of  tk 
provisions  were  removed  from  Fury  Beach.  AceordiiigiT,  t 
party  set  out,  and  on  thoir  arrival  at  Batty  Bay,  ihey  mm 
rejoiced  to  ftnd>  vV\al\\v«s  \i<^^\.*  N>w!s\asfc\N«si  \«A'w?K  * 
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rially  from  their  exposure  lo  the  rigour  of  the  climate,  but 
that  in  regard  to  their  provisious^  they  were  found  to  have  been 
chiefly  consumed  by  the  foxes.  In  fact,  to  all  appearance,  ih^s 
animals  had  selected  the  boats  as  their  winter  quarters,  making' 
free  with  every  article  wherewith  they  could  satisfy  their  hunger. 
The  pork  and  beef  were  nearly  all  consumed,  and  by  way  of  a 
raccedaneum,  they  had  eaten  the  lops  of  the  steward's  sea 
boots,  as  well  as  the  leather  ofTthethowl  pins,  and  almost  the 
whole  of  the  tarpaulins^  in  fact,  nothing  appeared  to  have  come 
aint<?s  to  their  rapacious  appetites. 

On  one  occasion^  one  of  these  audacious  animals  actually 
came  into  the  tent,  when  the  men  were  supposed  to  he  asleep, 
and  made  a  snap  at  the  flame  of  the  candle,  by  which  he  singe 
his  whiskers,  which  induced  him  to  take  his  departure  ici 
recover  himself  from  the  mistake,  which  he  had  made.  In  a 
short  time  he  again  made  his  appearance,  and  one  of  the  men 
attentively  watched  his  motions.  For  a  short  time  he  took  a 
survey  of  the  different  objects  around  Lim,  when  oh  a  sudden, 
he  pounced  upon  a  south  wester  cap,  belonging  to  the  engineer; 
and  although  the  person,  who  was  watching  him,  throw  a 
wooden  candlestick  at  him,  with  the  hope  of  arresting  his  pro- 
gress, he  got  clear  off  with  it. 

The  whole  of  the  things  were,  after  great  labor  and  fatigue, 

it  down  to  Ratty  Bay^aod  placed  alongside  of  the  boals ;  they 
re  then  covered  over  with  the   boats*  sails,  and  the  beach  u\ 
Batty  Bay  had  now  the  appearance  of  a  second  Fury  Beach 
Having  now  secured  the  provisions,  as  well  as  possible,  from  the* 
depredations  f*f  the  foxes,   the   crew   returned   to   Fury  Beach, 
where    they  found  Wood,  Buck,  and  Ay  re  extremely  ill,  and 
wholly  unable  to  bear  the  fatigue  of  travelling,  without  being 
carried.     On  this  account,  and  influenced  by  the  hope»  that  a. 
change  might  take  place  in  ihe  health  of  the  men,  Capt.  Ross, 
proposed  that  their  departure  from  Fury  Beach  should  be  deferred* 
for  a  few  days,  and»  in  the  interim,  that  a  party  should  be*^  sent; 
to  Garry  Bay,  where  ihe  ducks  were  known  to  resort  in  greit 
numbers,  and  endeavor  to  obtain  a  supply  of  fresh'   food  for  the 
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rrew.  Accordingly  Commander  Ro8«,  with  a  parlj.  set  «■ 
am*  ihey  were  absenl  about  five  days.  They  found  the  binli 
be  very  shy,  bringin:?  home  only  ^0  kin^  and  qi>een  ducks; 
Uie  other  hand^  however,  the  dovekeys  were  very  Damera 
which  furnished  the  crew  with  some  good  materiaU  for  sea  pit 
ftc*  and  which  proved  a  relishing  meal,  after  the  diet  towl 
they  had  been  accustomed. 

It  was  on  the  29lh  of  June,  that  the  crew  returned  frora 
Bay.  and  during  the  interval  to  their  final  departure,  tbey 
employed  in  junking  up  the  cable,  gathering  ail  the  c«il 
repairing  the  house,  and  placing  every  thing-  in  such  a  i 
position,  that  it  might  be  readily  got  at,  in  case  they  shouM 
obliged  to  return,  and  pass  another  winter  in  their  eomfoitti 
dwollinfT^.  They  left  as  muth  coal  upon  the  beach  as  woalt! 
another  winter;  there  were  also  'M  casks  of  flour,  each  weifhi«j( 
504  lbs.,  and  12  casks  of  a36  lbs.;  11  casks  of  sugmn  «^ 
weighing  372  lbs. ;  a  few  kegs  of  lime  juice,  and  a  lar^ 
tity  of  parsnips,  carrots^  soups^  &e.,  but  there  was  not  a 
canister  of  meat  left. 

The  engineer  was  also  busily  employed  in  making  tbfli 
stoves  for  the  boats,  on  a  different  plan  than  those  of  the  FttfJ/ 
the  view  of  economising  the  fuel,  and  decreasing  the  amoU 
their  weight.  The  stoves  of  the  Fury  weighed,  on  an  ardi 
80  lbs.;  whereas  those,  which  the  engineer  now  constructed^ 
not  weigh  more  than  22  lbs.  The  engineer  also  made  fli 
other  things,  which  were  necessary  for  the  boats«  portiei 
cutting  up  some  of  the  Fury's  ice  saws,  fur  the  purpose  ^ifd 
the  bottom  of  the  sledges.  Previously  to  the  departure  frcmif 
Beach,  the  carpenters  were  employed  in  preparing  t' 
for  the  conveyance  of  the  sick  men  down  ♦'?  Batty  .  ._, ,  _ 
sledges  were  fitted  with  four  uprights,  and  a  canvass  bmiM 
out  to  each  corner,  on  which  the  men  were  laid*  riding  m^ 
manner,  as  if  they  were  laid  in  m  cot,  the  wholc^of  ^J^M 
Bally  Bay.  •'  ^^ 

The  final  departure  from  Fury  Beach  took  place 
July,  and  it  was  not  until  the  I8th,  thai  they  ar  i 
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Bay,  where  a  tent  was  immediately  pitched  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  sick  and  the  fiurgeoDi  as  well  as  for  Curtis,  the  cook, 
to  prepare  their  victuals,  and  atteud  upon  them. 

The  spTiug-tides  took  place  on  the  19lh,  when  the  ice,  on 
which  they  had  travelled  the  day  before,  was  all  smashed  up, 
and  driveu  mountains  high,  whilst  the  main  body  of  the  ice  was 
setting  rapidly  to  the  northward,  which  excited  some  strong 
hope,  that  their  liberation  was  near  at  hand, 

A  regular  distribution  of  the  provisions,  that  were  at  Batty 
iaVj  was  made  amongst  the  three  boats,  so  that  no  complaint 
Bould  be  made,  as  to  a  larger  supply  being  given  to  one  boat 
^an  to  another  ;  even  the  coals  were  roeasured  out  by  a  bouilie 
mister,  by  which  an  ample  supply  of  fuel  was  given  to  each 
boat.  On  their  passage  from  Fury  Beach  to  Batty  Bay,  they 
sll  in  with  a  colony,  or,  to  use  the  phraseology  of  the  sailors,  a 
:)kery  of  kittewakes,  of  which  they  killed  a  considerable 
^lumber ;  but  the  most  valuable  treasure,  which  they  foundt 
ras  a  bank  of  very  fine  sorrel,  of  which  they  gathered  a  consi* 
lerable  quantity,  and  which  proved  a  most  efficacious  restorative 
the  health  of  the  sick.  A  visible  improvement  took  place  in 
both  Buck  and  Wood,  the  latter  approaching  fast  to  convales- 
cence, but  the  former  was  so  aflBicted  with  fits,  that  his  ultimate 
ftcovery  was  for  some  time  deemed  hopeless.  In  24  hours  he  had 
ihirty-two  fits^  succeeding  each  other  about  every  quarter  of  an 
JUT,  two  of  the  crew  being  appointed  constantly  to  watch  over 
liro.  He  was,  however,  in  a  great  measure,  cured  of  them,  by 
adopting  the  process,  as  soon  as  his  eyes  began  to  twinkle,  and 
his  forehead  to  turn  red,  of  applying  a  wet  cloth  to  his  forehead 
^nrbich  stopped  the  progress  of  the  fit,  and  in  time  he  was  com- 
pletely cured* 

The  ice  in  Batty  Bay  now  began    to  be,  what   the    sailors 
termed  honey-comby,  or,  in   other  words   rotten^  with  a  great 
l^any  holes  in  it,  and  the  outside  began  to  go  regularly  up  i 
down  with   the  tide  ;  from  which  it  is  evident,  that  with 
approaching  spring  tides,  an  endeavor  would  be  inAiIt«  la  drag 
the    boats,  or  to  track    them   inside    of  the  land    ioe  ' 
treme  point  of  Baity  Bay,  a   dislanc^ 
^&  ^  ^ = 
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however,  could  not  he  acconapUsbed  without  it  conside 
degree  of  trouble^  for  the  Brst  difficult  part  of  the  task  was,  to 
cut  away  with  the  axes  all  the  ice,  that  obstructed  their  passagi^. 
as  well  as  some  pieces  of  flat  ice,  that  were  long'er  than  the 
bo&t ;  in  liiiej  they  had  to  dig  a  g^roove  for  the  keel  of  the  boat, 
&s  some  fear  was  entertained^  that  the  boats  would  not  float. 
The  ice  was  for  some  time  stationary  in  the  bay  ;  but  it  was  the 
intention  of  Capt.  Ross,  after  he  had  got  the  boats  down^  to 
shift  the  tents  down  to  thetn,  but  this  was  in  a  certain  degrecr 
found  to  be  impraeticiible*  on  account  of  the  hifi^h  land,  whicli 
was  almost  perpendicular,  and  the  tide  overflowing'  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  beach  to  the  base  of  ths  rising  ground.  As  the 
tents  could  not  be  pitched  on  the  beach^  they  were  moTed 
about  half  a  mile  lower  down  the  bay,  a  man  keeping  watch 
during  the  whole  of  the  night,  at  his  boat,  until  the  tide 
left  her,  and  she  had  grounded. 

There  are  certain  passions,  which  cling  to  indiv^idnal  eht* 
racters,  and  break  forth  on  every  opportunity,  which  presenli 
itself,  no  matter  what  the  circumstances  may  be^  in  which  the 
person  may  be  placed,  or  whether  the  lime  and  eMSOO  aft 
proper,  in  which  a  display  of  them  should  be  eMbibiti^ 
Amongst  those  passions,  the  love  of  fame  is  one  of  the  stti 
for  it  appears  to  be  an  inmate  of  every  breast,  esrfaib 
itself  only  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  accordingly  as  ih« 
of  ambition  is  dominant  in  the  character* 

The  roads  to  fame  are,  however^  as  diversified  and  distlmrt 
in  their  goodness  and  badness,  as  the  innate  disposiiioo  d 
man  will  permit  them;  and  whilst  some  attempt  to  gain  llicir 
aims  by  noble  and  honorable  means,  others  seek  for  it  in  iiAmj 
and  ignominy  : — a  Howard  sought  his  fame  in  acts  of  pbllaiH 
thropy ;  George  IV .  obtained  his  fame  by  his  acts  of  debmiicbtf^ 
and  voluptuousness;  Lord  Byron  earned  the  fame  of  an  honor- 
able  man  by  a  regular  payment  of  all  his  debts,  and  a  moooiDCVl 
was  refused  him;  the  Duke  of  York  earned  the  fame  of  a  dit- 
honorable  man  by  never  paying  his  debts  at  all,  and  Wb  it 
perched  on  the  highest  monument,  which  the  folly  of  bi« 
country  men  cou\d  ex^tl  Ikii  \\\m ,  ^^.^vXook  earued  hia  fiuDi^ 
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by  enlarging  the  boundaries  of  the  habitable  and  inhabited 
world ;  Capt.  Ross  has  established  his  fame,  by  the  disooTery  of 
the  conliaent  of  Boothia,  and  the  monuments,  which  he  there 
erected,  to  celebrate  the  great  achievement.  Whether  the 
future  wanderer  in  those  climes,  will  discover  those  monuments^ 
is  one  of  the  secrets,  which  it  must  be  left  to  futurity  to  dis- 
close ;  but  it  was  natural  to  suppose,  that  during  the  temporary 
sojourn  of  Capt.  Ross  in  the  vicinity  of  Batty  Bay,  other  subjects 
of  a  nature  more  momentous  and  important,  than  monument 
building,  would  have  engrossed  his  active  and  comprehensive 
mnd.  . 

But  a  reverse  of  fortune,  as  is  generally  the  case,  had  not 
with  him  elBected  any  change  in  his  ruling  passions ;  for,  during 
the  leisure  hours  of  the  men,  when  a  considerate  eommander 
would  have  embraced  the  opportunity,  which  presented  itself 
of  enabling  them  to  recover  their  strength,  by  rest  and  relaxation, 
he,  on  the  contrary,  despatched  them  to  the  hills,  on  which  to 
erect  his  monuments,  and  thereon  to  affix  his  name,  which  the 
winds  of  heaven  will  blow  upon,  and  the  storms  of  heaven  beat 
against,  until,  in  the  lapse  of  time,  not  a  vestige  will  be  left  to 
tell  to  after  ages,  the  name  of  him  by  whose  command  they  were 
erected.  As  objects,  which  might  in  a  certain  degree  be  ne- 
cessary for  the  prosecution  of  the  surveys,  which  Commander 
Rose  instituted  in  their  winter  harbours,  the  monuments,  which 
vfere  there  erected,  might  be  considered  as  not  wholly  use- 
less; but  to  employ  his  men  in  the  building  of  monuments, 
when  they  were  literally  worn  down  with  fatigue,  and  the 
inclemency  of  the  climate,  betokens  such  a  want  of  all  consider- 
ation and  common  feeling,  that  no  wonder  need  be  excited  at 
the  disrespectful  terms,  in  which  the  crew  speak  of  him,  nor 
the  culpable  charges,  which  they  have  brought  against  him. 

Whilst  the  men  were  employed  building  the  monuments, 
Capt.  Ross  had  set  the  engineer  to  work  t6  cut  out  a  tin 
Weather-cock,  which  was  fixed  on  the  top  of  a  boat's  oar  ;  giving 
directions  to  the  steward  to  ascend  one  of  the  highest  hills, 
aiid  to  stiek  it  on  the  top,  building  a  heap  of  stones  around  it^ 
to  orovent  its  being  blown  away.    The  avowed  \i\xt\>w^^  ol  >Xw>& 
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weather-cock  waB»  to  see  how  the  wind  blew  on  the  top  of  the 
hill,  as,  according  to  the  opinion  of  Capt.  Ross,  a  true  judgment 
of  it  could  not  be  formed  on  the  beach ;  and  by  the  use  of  the 
•telescope,  the  exact  point  could  be  determined,  whenever  the 
weather-cock  was  visible,  which,  unluckily  for  the  projector, 
was  not  always  the  case. 

During  the  time  that  they  lay  in  Batty  Bay,  the  carpenters 
were  busily  employed  in  caulking  and  raising  the  boats  ten 
inches  fore  and  aft,  but  in  midships  they  were  canvassed  and 
laced.  A  great  number  of  dovekies  were  shot,  for  they  were 
80  numerous,  that  two  of  the  crew  were  only  absent  from  ihn 
tents  two  hours,  and  brought  home  fifty*  It  must,  however,  be 
observed,  that  as  long  as  there  were  any  dovekies  to  be  badi 
the  men  were  not  allowed  any  preserved  meats,  giving  ihem 
instead,  a  dovekey  or  a  dovekey  and  a  half.  The  allowance  of 
preserved  meats  was  four  lbs.  per  day,  amongst  six,  and  to 
each  man  a  pound  of  breads  which  by  the  men  was  considered  , 
a  very  fair  allowance. 

A  considerable  number  of  foxes  were  shot;  but  although 
at  Fury  Beach  they  felt  no  objection  to  partake  of  a  leg  of 
reynard's  body,  they  now  turned  up  their  noses  at  it,  for  it 
best  it  was  but  carrion,  and  not  to  be  put  in  competition  with- 
the  sweet  v%boIesome  flesh  of  the  dovekies.  Several  bears  wert 
a  I  NO  seen,  and  that  was  all,  for  they  kept  at  too  great  a  dif* 
tauce  for  the  bullet  to  reach  them* 

Not  a  day  elapsed  that  a  man  was  not  sent  up  to  the  sunuaU 
of  the  weather-cock  mountain,  to  take  a  survey  of  the  coQditiaa 
of  the  ice,  hoping  to  see  clear  water  to  the  north-east ;  bot 
although  large  patches  of  water  were  seen,  yet  it  was  hy  oo 
means  in  a  state  fur  the  navigation  of  such  frail  ves^^s,  fai 
which  they  would  be  obliged  to  embark,  and  to  which,  if  ai^ 
accident  happened,  their  situation  would  be  the  very  extreoM 
of  misery  and  hopelessness. 

Batty  Bay  lies  about  St  mites  north-east  of  f *ury  Beaeb«  isJ 
about  44  from  Monument  Beach,  whieii  is  about  two  miles  aD^ 
li  half  from  Leopold  s  Island.  A  party  was  sent  over  lo  ^ 
opposite  side  ot  iVi^  Wj^  \q\  VW  ^wk^oso  of  building  «ii>cefl 
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in^nl  on  the  highest  hill,  so  that  there  was  one  oo  the  oorllierD- 
most  point,  and  another  on  the  southernnMist,  with  several 
otherst  that  Commander  Ross  had  erected  as  marks  to  take  the 
angles.  That  officer  had  just  completed  the  sarfejof  the  baj« 
when  the  ice  broke  up. 

It  was  generally  supposed,  when  the  ice  began  to  make  a 
move  in  the  bay,  that  it  would  have  been  better  if  the  boats 
had  stopped  up  the  bay,  but,  fortunately,  it  proved  that  the  ice 
made  off  in  that  quarter,  before  it  did  along  the  sea-shore,  from 
which  circumstance,  they  had  the  good  fortune,  at  low  water, 
lo  haul  their  boats,  one  after  the  other^  down  to  the  place  from 
which  they  had  brought  them. 

It  was  on  the  1 4th  of  August,  that  the  wind  came  round  to 
the  westward,  which  liberated  them  in  a  very  short  time,  and  with 
a  very  little  trouble,  they  succeeded  in  reaching  Monument  Beacbf 
when  Abernethy  was  sent  up  with  a  telescope,  on  the  highest 
mountain,  to  observe  the  situation  of  the  ice.     He  was  absent 
jibout    two   hours,   when  he  returned    with   the  joyful  inlelli- 
l^ence,  that  it  was  clear  water  right  across  the  inlet.     This  in- 
formation  readied  them  about  four  o^clock   in   the  afternoon, 
when  they  immediately  went  to  supper,  after  which  Commander 
Hoss  and  Abernethy  returned  to  the  top  of  the  mountain.    They 
rere  absent  about  six  hours,  not  reaching  the  boats  again  until 
udnight ;  but  their  information  was  of  so  encouraging  a  nature^ 
regard  to  the  clearness  of  the   water,  that  tlie  boats  were 
immediately   launched,  and  they  took  their  departure  with  a 
ight  air  from  the  west.     The  distance  from   Monument  Beach 
the  opposite  shore,  is  about  45  miles,  but,  before  half  the  dig- 
laDce  was  accomplished,  the  wind  veered  round  to  the  south- 
rard^  en  which  the  crew,  in  Capt.  Ross*  boat,  laid   their  oars 
I,  and  hoisted  a  bag  and  an  empty  .  -  to  their  mast  head, 

a  signal  for  extra  allowance,  wh 
Without  any  occurrence  worthy  ol 
\xe  other  side  of  Admiralty  Inlet,  r 
jiaviDg  traversed  a  distance  ' '"    ' 

Early    on  the  following   r 
ifctceeded  about  40  nail 


mediately  granted. 

ted,  they  reached 

*h)  their  tents, 

ny  and 
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a  nutnher  of  bays,  apparently  clear  frotn  the  srwelL  Here  cH 
femained  during  the  whole  of  the  night,  and  the  next  inorf^| 
a  breeze  sprung  up  from  the  eastward,  with  thick,  hazy  weadH 
The  boats  were  got  out  from  amongst  the  bays,  and  proeiB^^I 
in  search  of  a  better  place,  when  they  fortunately  arfifH^| 
a  river,  which  was  deep  enough  for  the  boats  to  float  in.  i^H 
tents  were  pitched,  and  the  wind  being  fDul,  with  tlitck  |^| 
iber,  they  took  the  opportunity  of  overhauling  their  hoat%^| 
making  those  repairs,  which  were  necessary.  They  remd^| 
here  for  about  five  days,  congratulating  themselves  on  tb&^H 
harbour,  in  which  they  now  were,  for  had  they  not  got  ^M 
boats  into  the  river,  thore  is  very  little  doubt  but  they  ird^| 
have  been  smashed  to  pieces,  as  the  sea  threw  up  the  ice-berg^f 
large  as  a  good-sized  house,  and  with  a  violence,  which  9card^| 
a  ship  would  have  been  able  to  withstand,  much  less  the  f^M 
fragile  boats,  in  which  tliey  were  now  embarked.  H 

On  Sunday  the  26th,  the    weather  becoming  more  modef^l 
and  the  swell  having  subsided,  it  was  determined  to  prneeedfl 
the  voyage,  but,  it  being  then  low  water,  considerable  diffienH 
was  experienced  in  launching  the  boats,  on  account  of  the  l»^| 
mocks  of  ice,  which  were  left  by  the  tide  on  the   beaofa.    ijP 
dint  of  rowing  and  sailing,  they  succeeded  in  getting  about  W 
miles  on  the  other  side  of  Navy  Board  Inlet,  and  they  wouM 
have  been  able  to   proceed  further,  had  not  Capt.  Ros^'  ^ 
proved  so  leaky,  that  they  were  obliged  to  put  on  shore,  i-r 
purpose  of  pitching  the  boat,  and  stopping  the  leaks*    Th«  Anft 
presented  a  greater  appearance  of  fertility,  than  was  obteffiiH 
about  Fury  Beach,  and  the  frequent   tracks  ^^  rcin•T^    -  *  '^P 
I       and  other  animals,  led  them  to  believe  that  an  ampl  ^ 

^H  provisions  could   be  found,  should  they  be  obliged 
^^  there  for  any  considerable  length  of  time.     At  midnt^^  I  ;0 

low  water,  the  boat  was  overhauled,  but  the  leak  ci-  .  ^S 
found.  At  day-break,  all  hands  turned  out  to  boil  soisir  <  .»cfl 
when  the  cook  was  sent  with  the  telescope  to  take  a  ^urvei  fl 
ice,  when  he  saw  something  like  a  ship,  but  could  d  ■ 

make  her  out;  he  immediately  called  Commandor  ::. .  M 
WHS  tuore  accufiX^med  lo  the  glass^  and   he  distinctly  H 
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}  a  ship.     All  hands  were  immediaiely  turned  out ;  the 
re  launched,  during  which  Capt.  Ross  was  busy  in  letting 
ntity  of  damp  powder,  firing  off  a  rocket,  and  making 
ossible  signal  within  his  power,  but  the  ship  was  too 
take  any  notice  of  them.     The  whole  of  the  proTisions^ 
er  articles,  were  got  into  the  boats,  and,  with  three 
he  crew  hauled  away  towards  the  ship^.     It  was  at  five 
in  the  morning,  when  the  boats  left  the  beach,  and  every 
seemed  to  be  animated  with  fresh   strength,  as  they 
way,  for  now  it  was  in  reality  life  or  death  with  them. 
Id  this  opportunity  escape  them,  they  might  be  obliged 
3e  their  steps,  and  pass  another  miserable  winter  at 
ach.    It  was  between  twelve  and  one,  when,  to  their 
sible  joy,  they  saw  a  boat  making  towards  them,  and,  in 
irae,  it  came  alongside.     Capt.  Ross  asked  the  persons 
I,  what  ship  it  was  that  was  in  sight,  when  he  answered, 
vas  the  Isabella  of  Hull,  the  very  same  ship,  which  Capt. 
nmanded  on  his  first  voyage  of  discovery.     Capt.  Ross 
d,  I  am  Capt.  Ross,  but  the  man  in  the  boat  could  hardly 
it  last  he  said.  Are  you,  indeed,  Capt.  Ross?     He  then 
1  the  Captain,  that  he  was  given  up  by  every  body, 
'as  scarcely  a  nian,  that  could  refrain  from  shedding  a 
*  now  every  feeling  was  absorbed  in  the  exhilarating 
,  that  their  sufferings  were  nearly  at  a  close,  and  their 
o  their  natire  country  scarcely  a  matter  of  doubt«    The 
the  ship,  who  was  in  the  boat,  hauled  away  to  the  vessel* 
purpose  of  informing  the  captain,  whilst  the  boats  of 
OSS  pulled  away  towards  her;  cheering  each  other  as  their 
ibed  into  the  water,  and  each  striving  which  should  be 
most  in  the  chace.    On  the  boats  arriving  near  the  ^hip, 
nrvgave  them  three  hearty  cheers,  which  were  returned 
spews  in  the  boats,  and  on  arriving  alongside,  the  view  of 
faces,  which  they  bad  not  seen  for  four  years  and  a 
impression  upon  ^ne  of  the  now  joyous  crew 

^hicb  it  we  le  to  describe.    They 

«ard  iik«  ery  one  hastening  to 

even  m  \o  i^ia^wi  v\x  ^^ 
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out  to  t>o  a  ship.  All  hands  were  immediately  turned  out ;  the 
facmts  were  launched,  during  which  Capt.  Ross  was  busy  in  letting^ 
off  ft  quantity  of  damp  powder,  firing  off  a  rocket,  and  making 
every  jiossible  signal  within  bis  power,  but  the  ship  was  too 
iar  off  to  take  any  notice  of  them.     The  whole  of  the  provisions, 

I  Bid   other  articles,  were  got  into  the  boats,  and,  with  three 
■leersp  the  crew  hauled  away  towards  the  ship.     It  was  at  five 
■clock  in  the  morning«  when  the  boats  left  the  beach,  and  every 
■uscle  seemed  to  be  animated  with   fresh    strength,  as  they 
pulled  away,  for  now  it  was  in  reality  life  or  death  with  them, 
for  should  this  opportunity  escape  them,  they  might  be  obliged 
to  retrace  their  steps,  and    pass  another  miserable  winter   at 
Fury  Beach*     It  was  between  twelve  and  one,  when,  to  their 
inexpressible  joy^  they  saw  a  boat  making  towards  them,  and,  in 
a  short  time,  it  came  alongside.     Capt.  Ross  asked  the  persons 
on  board,  what  ship  it  was  that  was  in  sight,  when  he  answered, 
that  it  was  the  Isabella  of  Hull,  the  very  same  ship,  which  Capt. 
Ross  commanded  on  his  first  voyage  of  discovery-     Capt-  Ross 
then  said,  I  am  Capt.  Ross,  but  the  man  in  the  boat  could  hardly 
speak,  at  last  he  said,  Are  you,  indeed,  Capt.  Ross?     He  then 
informed  the  Captain,  that  he  was  given   up   by  every  body* 
There  was  scarcely  a  man,  that  could  refrain  from  shedding  a 
tear,  for  now  every  feeling  was  absorbed  in  the  exhilarating 
thought,  that  their  sufferings  were  nearly  at  a  close,  and  their 
turn  to  their  native  country  scarcely  a  matter  of  doubt.    The 
ate  of  the  ship,  who  was  \n  the  boat,  hauled  away  to  the  vessel, 
r  the  purpose  of  informing  the  captain,  whilst  the   boats  of 
apt.  Ross  pulled  away  towards  her,  cheering  each  otiier  as  their 
rs  dashed  into  tfie  wuter,  and  each  striving  which  should  bo 
e  foremost  in  the  chace.    On  the  boats  arriving  near  the  ship, 
e  crew  gave  them  three  hearty  cheers,  wliich  were  returned 
lUe  crews  in  the  boats,  and  on  arriving  alongside,  the  view  of 
set  of  new  faces,  which  they  had  not  seen  for  four  years  and  a 
f,  mmde  an  impression  upon  every  one  of  the  now  joyous  crew 
the  Victory,  which  it  were  impossible  to  describe.    They 
ere  received  on  board  like  brothers,  every  one  hastening  to 
«ir  assistance,  and  not  even  allowing  them  to  t^m^vu  \u  ^^ 
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boats  for  the  purpose  of  unloading^  them,  but  all  (he  crevr  were 
taken  betow,  when  such  fare  was  set  before  llieu)^  as  they  bad 
never  partaken  of  for  the  three  preceding^  years ;  at  the  «iine 
lime  that  orders  were  glreo  hy  Capt,  Humphreys^  of  the  Isabella, 
that  clean  Imen  should  be  distributed  to  the  whole  of  the  crew, 
in  factf  ever7  endeavor  was  made  to  render  them  ererr  comfort,^ 
which  their  peculiar  situation  demanded. 

During  the  progress  of  Capt.  Ross'  boats  to  the  Isabella^  ther 
saw  another  ship,  which  was  the  William  Lee,  Capt,  Parker,  and 
when  Capt.  Humphreys  saw  the  boats,  he  took  them  for  ih« 
boats  of  the  William  Lee,,  or  he  would  immediately  have  hore 
his  ship  to;  and,  indeed,  the  fact  of  the  report  of  Capt.  Hum- 
phreys goes  a  great  way  to  invalidate  the  statement  of  CapL 
Ross  before  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  wherein 
he  states,  that  Cnpt.  Humplireys  took  the  course,  which  be  did, 
^ip  Lancaster  Sound,  for  the  purpose  of  finding  out  the  konea  cf 
Capt,  Ross  and  his  crew^  as  he  did  not  expect  to  find,  them  alfw. 
Capt.  Ross  only  believed  thai  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  finding 
out  what  had  become  of  kirn,  that  Capt.  Humphreys  directed  kis 
course  for  Lancaster  Sound.  Now  this  statement  is  at  direct 
variance  with  all  probability.  It  was  not  likely*  that  Cipt. 
Humphreys  would  find  the  bones  of  Capt,  Ross  floating  towards 
him  on  an  iceberg,  followed  in  succession  by  a  number  of  other 
little  icebergs^  bearing  the  bones  of  the  remaining  part  «f  tt^ 
crew.  Where  then  was  Capt.  Humphreys  to  look  for  them! 
They  could  only  be  found  by  penetrating  into  the  interior  of  tba 
country,  and  this  step  was  not  likely  to  be  taken  by  the  coed- 
mander  of  a  whaling  ship,  who  certainly  had  other  fish  to  %» 
than  hunting  at  random  over  an  immense  tract  of  coun1rv,wtiie^ 
did  not  offer  him  a  single  resource,  on  which  he,  or  the  peno^ 
accompanying  him,  could  have  subsist^^d  for  a  day.  Indeed,  t^ 
members  of  the  committee  were  themselves  so  struck  with 
improbability  of  the  step  reported  to  have  been  taken  by 
Humphreys,  that  one  of  them  asked  Capt«  Roas— ^*'Ii  ill 
crew  ofa  whaler  would  do  that?  To  wbi**' 
**  That  he  did  it  by  means  of  telli 
whales  there*'    He^VxQ^^N^x,- 
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the  object  of  Capt.  Humphreys,  in  penetrating  up  Lancaster 
Sound,  had  no  reference  whatever  to  the  bones  of  Capt.  Ross, 
for  although  Cobbett  might  have  been  convinced  that  the  bones, 
which  he  was  taking  out  of  the  ground,  were  in  reality  those  of 
Thomas  Paine,  yet,  if  Capt.  Humphreys  had  taken  an  inland 
excursion,  and  been  so  fortunate  as  to  fall  in  with  a  heap  of 
bones,  we  know  not  by  what  distinctive  marks  he  could  have 
determined,  that  they  were  the  genuine  bones  of  Capt.  Ross,  and 
perhaps  not  being  well  versed  in  comparative  anatomy,  it  is 
not  improbable  that  he  might  have  brought  home  the  bones  of  a 
bear,  and  they  might  have  been  decently  interred  in  conse- 
crated ground,  as  the  valuable  remains  of  a  bona  fide  genuine 
christian. 

In  confirmation  of  the  opinion,  which  we  have  just  expressed, 
it  transpired  that  the  Isabella  and  the  William  Lee  had  been-  v\ 
company  almost  during  the  whole  of  the  season,  and  been 
as  high  as  Neal  Harbour,  which  is  four  miles  further  than  Port 
Bowen,  where  Capt.  Parry  wintered  in  the  Hecla  and  Fury.  It 
was  also  certain,  that  they  had  been  attracted  thither  by  the 
whales,  of  which  they  caught  a  considerable  number,  and  not  in 
a  joint  excursion  in  search  of  the  bones  of  Capt.  Ro90» 

The  distance,  which  the  boats  travelled  from  Fury  Beach  to 
where  the  crew  were  picked  up  by  the  Isabella,  was  between  500 
and  600  miles.  They  had  now,  as  the  crew  termed  it,  a  ship 
once  more  under  their  feet,  and,  thanks  to  the  Almighty,  the 
hope  of  once  more  seeing  their  native  country. 

It  was  on  the  2d  of  September,  that  the  Isabella,  on  account 

of  the  thickness  of  the  weather,  ran  into  the  ice,  and  got  beset 

on  Isabella  bank,  during  which  time  several  ships  were  seen 

passing  to  the  northward.    They  were  here  beset  for  12  days, 

and  it  was  ovdng  to  the  greatest  good  fortune  that  they  were  not 

nipped  in  two  by  a  heavy  pressure,  setting  the  Isabella  down  on 

ny  large  piece  of  ice,  which  was  aground  in  70  or  80  fathonjs 

the  size  of  this  piMCi  of  ice  is  represented  to  have  been 

*Custo]  London.    The  pressure,  how. 

>e  berg,  and  she  drifted  with 

r  berg,  which  v'l;^^  w^^6x^x 
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the  ^Jear  ivater,  for  which  reason  a  heavy  swell  came  under  the  »ce, 
which  occasioned  the  ship  to  knock  against  the  herg.  The 
wind  fortunately  happened  to  shift,  so  that,  with  considerable^ 
trouble  aud  danger,  they  got  into  clear  water,  but,  before  ihh 
could  be  accomplished,  the  darkocss  was  so  great,  that  the  main- 
mast could  not  be  seen  from  the  quarter-deck,  on  which  account 
ihey  were  obliged  to  find  their  way  through  the  large  bergs,  a  _ 
tlie  best  way  they  could.  ^^M 

Id  the  morning  they  were  happy  to  find  tbeni^elves  in  dtSr 
water,  and  in  a  few  days  they  arrived  at  the  place  where  th^ 
Greenland  whalers  generally  fish,  and  fell  in  with  about  thirty 
vessels,  the  captains  of  which  no  sooner  heard  that  Capt.  Roti 
was  on  board  the  Isabella,  than  they  all  sent  something  u 
presents,  for  the  benefit  of  himself  and  his  crew,  consisting  of 
bottled  porter,  wine,  hams,  two  casks  of  ale,  several  busbeU  o( 
potatos^  and  several  other  things,  which  ihey  no  doubt  con- 
sidered would  be  nourishing  and  strengthenings  after  being  lo 
long  inured  to  their  meagre  fare.  But  io  this  respect,  the  crtw 
institute  a  heavy  and  serious  charge  against  Capt.  Ross,  by  i^- 
daring  that  of  all  those  good  things,  which  were  intended  for 
their  benefit,  not  so  much  as  a  &ingle  potato  was  given  to  Any 
of  the  crew,  not  even  to  the  sick,  of  whom  they  bad  still  three 
on  the  list.  Capt.  Humphreys  sent  three  bottles  of  wine»  aod 
that  was  the  whole,  which  the  crew  received  until  their  aninl 
at  the  Orkneys, 

The  Isabella  remained  in  company  with  thoae  ahtps,  natil 
the  latter  end  of  September,  when  they  took  their  departure 
from  Malemauk  Head,  and  in  about  eleven  daya  ^rrivod  tt 
Stromness,  where  the  erew  had  the  enjoyment  of  a  fresh  mem, 
Capt.  Ross  having  fallen  in  with  a  kind  and  benevolent  coufl- 
try  man,  who  made  him  a  present  of  two  pecks  pf  turnips  1  two 
pecks  of  potatos  1 1  and  two  pounds  of  butter  111  to  be  diitri* 
buted  amongst  sixteen  men ;  and  this  was  the  fresh  mett,  thsl 
Capt,  Ross  allowed  bis  men,  who  had  been  four  years  §s4 
five  months  from  England — who,  to  use  hia  own  words^  hiJ 
titood  by  him,  under  the  most  appalling  prosptcts,  with  a  oam* 
•tancy,  which  ueNe\   v?^^  i^^^^ik,  ^ud  to    whose  fidelity  aai 


obedience  he  owed  so  much :  tbe  question  thence  arises,  tcj 
quote  his  own  words  a^ain,  whether  "  he  ought  not  to  have 
been  ashamed  of  himself/^  in  deserting  those  very  men,  wlien 
he  was  placed  in  a  situation,  where  he  no  longer  stood  In  need 
of  their  services? 

In  relating  the  subsequent  parts  of  this  memorable  voyage,  we 
bave  now  only  to  refer  to  those  circumstances,  which  immediately 
concern  Capt.  Ross,  in  regard  to  the  treatment  of  his  men,  and 
in  which  seme  charges  will  be  brought  forward,  which,  if  not 
publicly  and  authentically  refuted,  will  cling  to  him  forever, 
as  a  black  spot  upon  hif*  character.  The  opportunity  is  afforded 
him  of  rebutting  the  charges,  which  are  brought  again&t  him; 
and  considering  the  rank,  which  he  holds  in  society,  as  a  gen- 
tleman^ and  an  officer  in  the  noblest  service  of  the  world, 
we  look  forward  with  great  anxiety  to  his  refutation,  which 
will  of  course  cover  those,  who  have  so  wantonly  and  raaliciously 
roaligned  his  character,  with  the  scorn  and  reprobation  of  every 
L^fue  lover  of  genuine  merit. 

^H  According  to  our  informant,  it  was  fortunate  for  the  crew, 
^^piat  some  of  them  were  still  possessed  of  a  little  money,  or  other- 
^^pise  they  would  not  have  had  a  fresh  mess  so  soon  as  they 
^Hlid  :  for  during  the  whole  of  the  fortnight  previously  to  their 
^^^rival  at  Stromness,  they  had  neither  tea,  nor  cocoa,  nor  sugar, 
Th©  steward  having  a  sovereign  in  his  possession,  divided  it 
between  Buck,  Curtis,  and  Park,  giving  to  each  five  shillings, 
and  reserving  five  shiUings  for  himself;  with  this  money  they 
laid  in  a  stock  of  tea,  sugar,  and  potatos,  to  carry  them  to 
Hull ;  but  Capt.  Ross  gave  them  not  a  farthing,  nor,  to  use 
their  own  term,  not  ^o  much  as  a  fresh  herring  to  help  them  on 
^leir  way  homewards, 

W  We  consider  ourselves  bound  to  notice  an  unpleasant  circum- 
siancCj  which  happened  on  board  the  Isabella,  between  Capt. 
H  ~   tKe  officers  of  the  VictOfyf  which  in  the  end 

H  rties  into  p  nfllct,  and   Capt* 

I  iirn  e  aelonging   to  the 

B  nis^lemeanour. 
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It  was  ih^  subject  of  general  censure  on  bosirdthe  ship,  «|  db 
specimen  of  inj]^ralitude,  which  thg  ofBcers  of  the  Victory 
evinced,  after  the  treatment,  which  they  had  received.  Tl»e 
cause  of  this  disagreement  did  not  exactly  transpire,  but 
it  was  supposed  to  have  origiQated  in  some  old  gnidg9» 
which  had  taken  place,  whilst  they  were  coming  dowts  Laii^ 
caster  Sound. 

Capt.  Humphreys  laid  in  a  stock  of  fresh  beef  at  Strocnness^ 
but  none  either  for  his  own  crew  or  the  crew  of  the  Viciofy,  br 
which  the  men  of  the  latter  were  reduced  to  their  own  resoarriSL 
They  departed  from  Stromness,  and,  on  coming  in  sight  of  tbs 
Highlands  of  Scotland,  the  men  experienced  those  pleasant  fcel* 
ings,  which  the  approach  towards  home  is  certain  to  imprev 
upon  the  heart,  and  more  especially  in  the  present  instance^  wbtti 
the  hope  had  once  deserted  them  of  ever  reaching  a«^atn  th*fir 
native  country,  and  when  after  the  hardships,  which  tbev  hul 
endured,  that  country  would  be  doubly  dear  to  ihein. 

We  must  now  advert  to  some  circumstances  relative  lu  luu 
latter  part  of  the  voyage,  which  will  at  once  fix  the  value, 
which'  the  British  public  ought  to  award  to  it,  and  for  which 
nearly  £10,000  of  their  money  have  been  paid.  In  the  letter, 
which  Capt.  Ross  writes  from  on  board  the  Isabella*  ia  BaficiV 
Bay,  to  the  Honorable  George  Elliotti  secretary  to  the  Ad 
mSralty^  after  enumerating  the  principal  features  of  bis  eips- 
dition,  he  concludes  with  the  expression  nf  his  consotatioa. 
that  the  result  of  his  voyage  has  been  highly  importiLai  to 
science;  those  results  being  comprehended  in  the  discovery 
the  Gulph  of  Boothia;  the  coDtinent  and  isthmos  of  BoolUa 
F**lfx,  a  %'a!^t  number  of  lakes,  islands,  and  rivers  ;  the  titi<' 
esfahlishmeui,  that  the  norlh*easl  point  of  America  e.\. 
ihe  74ih  degree  of  north  latitude,  and  the  crown  and  fflory  of 
them  all,  the  placing  the  illustrious  name  of  our  most  giii^ 
sovereign  on  the  true  position  of  the  magnetic  pole. 

The  above  discoveries  are,  therefore,  according  to  Capi.  UtM 

ownsliowiag,  the  principal  and  most  important  of  hisexpfulr 

and  we  have  never  hesitated,  whenever  an  opportunity  pntsontarf 

Jtself  uf  expatidUrv^  ou\W\^  ^t^^Vvn^^citv^^c€,atid  iboeon 
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ihtim,  which  Capt.  Ross  himself  possessed^  upon  the  liberality 
)f  the  British  people.  It,  however,  appears  that  Capt.  Ross^  in 
lis  letter  to  Capt.  Elliott,  had  modestly  withheld  the  full  extent 
>f  his  discoveries^  and  that,  but  for  his  examination  before  the 
committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  the  public  would  never 
have  been  made  acquainted  with  the  important  circumstance, 
that  the  expedition  had  been  distinguished  by  any  other  disco- 
veries, than  those  mentioned  in  the  letter  to  Capt.  Elliott. 

On  this  subject  we  must  first  remark,  that  we  are  not  cogni- 
zant with  any  surveys,  which  Capt.  Ross  made  of  the  harbours 
and  creeks  of  Laucaster  Sound,  on  his  outward  passage,  his  sole 
aim  being  to  push  on  to  the  westward,  as  the  breeding  places  of 
the  whales,  and  the  harbours,  in  which  ships  could  repair,  were 
then  subjects  of  minor  importance,  and  not  deemed  deserving  of 
his  attention.  After  Capt.  Ross  had  been  received  on  board  the 
Isabella,  we  know  that  he  went  on  shore  for  a  day  in  Possession 
Bay,  which  is  almost  the  north-easterly  point  of  Lancaster 
Sound,  but  he  was  not  then  fn  a  quarter  to  take  a  survey  of  the 
harbours  and  creeks  of  Laucastoi  Sound  ;  nor  would  Capt.  Hum- 
phreys have  endangered  his  insurance,  and  sacrificed  the  interests 
of  the  owners  of  his  ship,  by  altering  its  destination,  merely  fur 
the  purpose  of  enabling  Capt*  Ross  to  take  a  survey  of  the 
breeding  places  of  the  whales. 

The  159th  question  of  the  committee  runs  thus  :-^'<  Your 
answers  have  hitherto  referred  to  the  commercial  advantages 
derived  from  your  first  expedition?" — **  Yes." 

^*  Can  you  state  any,  that  you  conceive  to  be  derived  from  the 
second  expedition?" — "  I  have  surveyed  several  of  the  harbours, 
which  ships  receiving  damage  might  go  into  to  repair,  and  also 
the  places  where  the  whales  resort  to  breed.  I  have  re-surveyed 
and  fully  determined  the  whole  of  the  fishery,  by  actual  difiereuee 
of  longitude." 

On  this  answer  we  shall  make  one  remark^  €n  fas94nif  XhsLt 
from  the  time  of  the  Victory  entering  Jj 
till  her  abandonment  in  188%  tllf 
Commander  Ross,  and  we  are  ] 
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that  cao  be  attributed  to  Capt.  Ross,  after  his  reception  on  boar4 
the  Isabella. 

The  comroittee  prooeed  to  ask  Capt*  Ross — "  What  portioi 
of  those  surveys  were  made^  after  you  were  in  the  habellml^ 
— -"  I  surveyed  the  coast,  which  we  had  previously  not  liillf 
surveyed,  the  coast  of  the  fishery/' 

"  Of  the  surveys  advantag-eous  to  commerce^  which  yoy  oiadtf  ■ 
were  the  principal  part  made  before  you  Joined  ike  IsaMlB^40^^ 
8ub$equently  f*''^**  Some  before^  and  some  after  I  joined  tlit~ 
Isabella;' 

'  Which  do  you  consider  of  most  ooDsequence  f** — '*  Thm 
after  I  joined  the  Isabella,** 

*'  Did  you  explore  any  of  (hose  harbours^  which  you  ha?« 
stated^  ships  might  go  into  to  repair  in  the  event  of  accidenu  to 
ships,  after  you  joined  the  Isabella  P — **  Yes.** 

"  And  auy  of  those  creeks^  where  the  whdes  breeds  after  ytxi 
joined  the  Isabella  V'^-**  Yes/' 

Here^  then,  we  have  the  positive  admission,  extracted  from 
raouth  of  Capt.  Ross  himself,  that  the  most  important  disco 
of  his  expedition  were  made  at  a  time,  when  his  expeditioii  idaj 
be  said  to  have  closed,  and  that  it  is  chiefly  on  those  discoverteir^ 
that  he  calls  upon  the  country  to  reward  him  with  £5000;  • 
the  same  time  that  he  tells  the  committee^  that  he  withhaldl 
those  discoveries  from  the  public,  because  such  disclosure  w< 
prove  injurious  to  his  publication.     It  is,  however,  to  be  remarked, 
that,  iu  his  letter  to  Capt.  Elliott,  he  makes  not  the  alighlcft 
mention  of  these  discoveries^  which  he  affirms  to  be  the  mott 
important  of  his  expedition,  and  which,  had  they  in  reality  botn 
effected,  it  were  natural  to  suppose*  that  he  would  not  have  ki 
such  an  opportunity  escape  him,  of  informing  the  British  piibBe 
and  the  scientific  world  in  general,  of  the  important  advan 
which  had  resulted  from  his  four  years'  residence  in  the  A 
seas.     As,  however,  according  to  the  admission  of  Cap*    ^ 
the  discoveries,  which  he  made  subsequently  to  his  joii. 
Isabella,  are,  in  his  opinion,  the  most  important  of  hia  voya^ 
have  only  to  enter  into  an  examination  of  the  particiiliir  potfl'^ 


J 
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in  which  tlie  importance  of  his  last  discoveries  depend,  to  arrive 
at  some  knowledge  of  the  degree  of  importance,  which  ought  to 
be  attached  to  tho^e,  which  were  niade  anterior  to  his  reception 
on  board  the  Isabella.     From  the  concurrent  testimony  of  the 
creW)  however^  there   wa^  not  a  single  discovery  made  after 
joining  the  Isabella,  which  is  worthy  of  being  characterised  as 
of  the  least  importance;  if,  therefore,  that  statement  be  correct, 
and  the  degree  of  importance  of  the  early  discoveries,  whilst  on 
board  the  Victory,  is  to   be  regulated  by  the  standard  of  the 
importance,  which  is  affixed  to  the   discoveries  on  board  the 
Isabella^  we  arrive  at  once  at  the  value,  which  we  ought  to  attach 
to  those  discoveries,  of  which  Capt.  Ross  speakt^i  in  such  lauda- 
tory terms,  in  his  letter  to  Capt,  Elliott.     If,  then,  the  ultimate 
discoveries  on  board  the  Isabella,  turn  out  to  be  of  no  real  value 
nor  importance,  and  yet  are  considered  by  Capt.  Ross  himi^elf 
to  be  of  greater  consequence  than  any  which  had  been  previously 
made,  we  consider  ourselves  fully  warranted  in  denouncing  the 
whole  of  the  discoveries  as  comparatively  of  no  value  at  all,  and 
that  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  in  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  grant  of  £5000  to  Capt*  Ros8>  could  not  have 
been  actuated  by  any  sense  of  the  services,  which  had  been  ren- 
dered by  Capt.  Ross,  but   as  the   easiest  and   most  expeditious  * 
method  of  assisting  him  out  of  the  embarrassments,  which  his 
unsuccessful  expedition  had  brought  upon  him. 
^^P    After  a  passage  of  two  days  and  a  half  from  Stromness,  the 
jtsabella  arrived  and  cast  anchor  in  the  Humber,  and  the  crew  of 
the  Victory,  on  hearing  that  it  was  ihe  intention  of  Capt.  Ross 
to  proceed  to  Hull   on   the  following  morning,  by  one  of  the 
steam  boats,  and  being  themselves  wholly  destitute  of  money  to 
defray  their  expenses  to  London,  they  determined  to  make  an 
application  to  Capt.  Ross,  for  some  pecuniary  assistance,  and 
accordingly  they  sent  Mr.  Light  into  the  cabin,  to  inform  him 
that   his   crew   were   desirous  to  speak   to  him*     Capt*  Ross 
immediately  came  on  deckj  and  in  a  gruff,  surly  tone,  he  ex- 
claimed— *'  Well,  and  what  do  you  want  V    They  then  informed 
him,  that  they  heard  it  was  his  intention  to  leave  them  in  the 
morning,  and  requested  the  advance  of  a  little  money  to  enable 
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them  to  reach  London.  It  might  he  supposed,  tli^i  tki 
coDsiderale  request  would  have  been  complied  with  wttliAut 
a  rourmiir,  but,  at  first,  he  evaded  it,  by  tellings  them  ibil  m 
had  no  money.  This  statement,  however,  the  crew  keew 
well  not  to  be  founded  on  truth,  for  it  was  known  by  all  of 
them,  that  be  had  a  considerable  gum  in  ^old  in  his  poBsession. 
The  men»  however^  continuing^  to  press  their  request,  and  de- 
claring their  total  inability  to  reach  London  without  a  slig^ 
advance  of  money,  Capt*  Ross  at  last  consented  to  allow  tie: 
two  pounds  a  man. 

It  was  about  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  that  the  Gasetlcj 
steam  boat  came  past  the  Isabella,  when  Capt.  Ross,  his  nephtWi 
Mr,  Thom,  and  Mr,  Me*Diarmid,  went  on  board,  and  proceede 
towards  Hull.     The  crew^  however,  did  not  go  up   until  l 
following  morning,  which  was  a  great  disappointment  to  tbrm 
for  just  as  they  got  within  sight  of  the  town,  the  liondoo  stein 
boat  shoved  off  from  her  moorings^  whilst  they  could  see  llie 
whole  of  the  water-side  lined  with   people   m  expectation  ofj 
seeing  them  land.     The  steam  boat,  however,  came  aloD«^de/ 
and  the  master  said,  that  he  wanted  fuurtoen  of  the  crew  ol 
Capt,  Ross  (one  of  them,  Blankey,  having  been  left  on  board  tbt 
North  Pole,  a  Greenland  ship^  lo  assist  in  navigating'  ber  home, 
and  George  Taylor  remaining  on  board  llie  Isabella^  it  b«ta|^ 
his  determination  to  proceed  to  Liverpool).     On  loarin<r  ijie 
Isabellai  the  respective  crews  gave  each  other  thrt*e  he  "    or*. 

and  happy  were  the  men  of  the  Victory*  when  they  T  .  :  .tfCD^ 
selves  emancipated  from  the  control  of  their  commander,  and  tha 
prospect  of  reaching  tlieir  friends  and  home  in  48  hours.  Capul 
Ross  delivered  to  the  steward  of  the  steam  boat  two  pounds  fdj 
each  man,  allowing  them  their  passage  free,  bat  whatever  dm 
visions  tliey  partook  of,  was  at  their  own  expense.  ^| 

It  was  on  Sunday  night,  that  they  arrived  at  DeptforJ,  haiS 
been  exactly  four  years  and  five  months  absent  fror-  ^  ^^m 
They   were  ordered  by  Capt,  Ross  to  attend  at  i^y  rfl 

on  the  following  Tuesday,  but  they  could  not  receq^aoy  lidic^ 
of  their  pay.     It  was  not  until  the  latter  end  of  O  '   ' 
crew  were  mfotmcdlWi  VV\^  IjtiicdsQf  tlie  Admiral 
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1,  sum  of  money  to  Capt,  Ross,  fur  the  payment  of  tlieir  wages, 
and  they  were  r.ccordingly  ordered  to  attend  at  the  office  of  Mr, 
Copeland,  Navy  Agent,  Surrey  Street,  Strand.  We  helie\e 
Abernethy  was  the  first  man,  who  was  paid,  and,  on  his  coming 
out  of  tlie  pay-room,  he  declared  that  he  was  paid  £150  short; 
the  engineer  was  next  paid,  and  he  said  that  he  was  above  £*iOO 
short;  in  tact,  there  was  not  a  single  man  of  the  crew,  who  was 
not  paid  minus  £50  of  the  sum  actually  due  to  him*  Tiiis  was 
considered  by  Thorn  as  a  great  hardship,  when  it  ought  to  have 
been  taken  into  the  account,  that  they  had  been  nearly  three 
years  on  short  allowance,  for  which  no  remuneration  was  to  be 
g^iven  to  them.  Independently  of  this  subtraction  from  their  just 
demand,  there  was  scarcely  a  man,  into  whose   hands  a  bill  for 

ps  and  tobacco  was  not  pot,  in  some  instances,  amount- 
ng  from  £15  to  £20,  at  the  same  time,  that  they  had  to  leave 
behind  them  all  titeir  clothes  and  bedding.  The  £2  advanced  to 
•^ach  man  at  Hull  were  also  deducted.  The  whole  amount,  which 
Capt,  Ross  deducted  frotn  the  sum  advanced  to  him  by  the  Lords 
of  the  Admiralty,  for  the  pajmetU  of  his  men,  was  £240,  but  they 
maintained  that  that  sum  bad  no  right  to  find  its  way  into  his  own 
pockets,  for  Capt.  Ross  if  as  not  empowered  by  those,  who  ad-* 
vanced  the  money,  to  stop  from  the  men  any  demand,  which  he 

tghi  liave   upon  them,  for  slops,  &c,,  and  nhich,  under  their 

culiar  circumstances,  sliould  not  have  been  made  at  all. 

It  h,  perhaps,  not  a  difficult  task,  to  point  out  the  quarter  from 
which  the  information  was  issued  to  the  public,  that  the  whole  of 
the  crew  of  the  Victory  had  had  tfjeir  wages  paid  to  the  full 
amount,  and  thai  every  individual  had  been  provided  with  a 
situation,  by  which  a  competency  was  insured  htm  for  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  The  crew,  however,  felt  so  indignant  at 
the  false  representations,  which  were  continually  inserted  in  the 
papers,  every  statement  of  wbicli  led  the  public  to  believe*  that 
Capt.  Ross  on  bis  return,  bad  behave<i  to  his  men  in  the  most 
liberal  and  linfioraTilr*   iuzinMB^i^^^Mm|^^n||t^4|  |o  \ny  ^ 

r^^^^^^^^^^^g  gome 
which  has  a  \^^^^K4  papcr^   ret  j  i  1  to 

ifiserl  thetfi«     i  in;  n/r  ^^^^^ 

29. 
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iS  the  Mornino^  Herald,  has  been  transmitted  to  us,  and  its  con* 
tents  are  an  echo  of  the  universal  opinion  of  the  nrew,  at  the 
same  time,  that  they  do  not  place  the  character  of  Capt.  Ross  fn 
the  fairest  li^ht.  The  Insertion  of  the  letter  was  refused  by  the 
Editor  of  the  Morningf  Herald,  but  on  what  grounds,  the  writer  of 
the  letter  was  never  informed. 

[To  the  Editor  of  live  Mornwg  Herald.] 

"Knowing  that  the  columns  of  your  valuable  Journal  art 
always  open  to  the  cause  of  the  aggrieved,  I  beg  to  trouble 
you  with  these  lines,  on  behalf  of  myself  and  the  rest  of  the 
crew,  who  sailed  with  Capt.  Ross,  on  his  late  expedition.  The 
agreement  between  ourselves  and  the  captain,  was  precisely 
the  same  as  on  former  expeditions,  namely,  an  able*bodie4 
seaman  was  to  receive  £3.  4s.  per  month;  a  petty  officer, 
£3. 15s. ;  and  as  there  were  two  mates  and  two  carpenters, 
they  were  to  have  £8.  per  month.  The  agreement  with  tbe 
crews  of  the  Hecla  and  Fury  was  also  the  same ;  and  in  case 
there  should  be  any  short  allowance  of  provisions,  the  same  was 
afterwards  to  be  made  up  to  them. 

"  The  real  truth,  however,  is,  that  after  having  been  out  hi 
months,  we  received  the  suras  of  £110*  15s. — £150.  and  £020, 
instead  oi  £,\S%.  8s.-^£2ia  15s.  and  £456.  and  we  were  kept 
the  whole  of  the  first  three  years  on  short  allowance  of  provi- 
sions :  those  in  the  cabin  having  as  much  as  thej  cooM  lay 
their  sidfes  to  ;  two^thirds  of  the  time  we  had  no  grog,  whilst 
it  was  on  the  cabin  table  every  night,  and  yet  Capt.  Roes  has 
represented  himself  as  having  undergone  the  same  privrntloet 
as  his  crew.  As  another  specimen  of  the  captain^s  humanity 
and  justice,  he  told  us  at  the  time  we  received  the  money  paid 
to  us  by  Government,  that  whether  we  considered  it  our  pay  or 
not,  we  might  take  it,  or  Ieave>  and  think  ourselves  d — d  welt 
off.  making  us  at  the  same  time  sign  a  receipt,  certifying  ia  the 
Admiralty^  that  we  were  satisfied, 

**  I  have  troubled  you.  Sir,  with  the  above  statement,  which 
might   oe  much  \ev\^\V\etvtd^  submitting  to  the  public,  thro 
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Tdar  Juuraaly  whether  oi  not,,  as  Go^ernmeDt  are  about  re- 
v^wardiDg  Capt.  Ross  /or  his  services,  some  compensation  ought 
not  to  be  made  to  myself  and  brother  sailors,  for  the  loss  we 
have  sustained  in  the  breach  of  the  engagement  made  with  us» 
after  having  undergone  the  perilous  hardships,  to  which  we 
were  exposed^and  during  which  we  were  so  unfairlyi  treated. 

"  I  am,  Sir, 

Your  humble  servant, 

Barney  Lackey, 
His  -f  mark/ 

Previously  to  entering  into  any  disquisition  of  the  conduct  cf 
Capt.  Ross  towards  his  men,  as  contrasted  with  the  character, 
which  he  gives  of  them  in  his  Letter  to  Mr.  Barrow,  it  may  be 
necessary  to  mention  a  few  circumstances,  in  which  the  crew 
considered  themselves  treated  by  Capt.  Ross  with  the  most 
marked  display  of  inhumanity  and  injustice. 

Shortly  after  the  arrival  of  the  crew,  subscriptions  were  set 
on  foot  in  several  places,  purporting  to  be  for  the  benefit  of 
Capt.  Ross  and  his  crew.  Now,  whether  the  feelings  of  Capt. 
Ross  were  of  so  sensitive  and  delicate  a  nature,  as  to  be  wounded 
with  the  idea  of  receiving  a  sum  of  money  raised  by  subscrip- 
tion, or  whether  he  considered  that  having  received  nearly 
£10,000  from  the  public  purse,  the  crimes  of  avarice  and 
extortion  might  be  imputed  to  him,  were  he  to  receive  any  do- 
nations from  private  individuals,  are  questions,  which  we  will 
not  now  stop  to  discuss :  but  the  tad  is  established,  Jhat  he  no 
sooner  heard  of  the  subscription,  that  was  set  on  foot  in  Ply- 
mouth, for  the  benefit  of  himself  and  crew,  than,  in  a  fit  of  noble 
..^IsinlSerestedness,  he  took  the  most  efficient  method  of  putting 
to  its  further  progress,  although  it  was  the  opinion  of 
that  if  his  own  sense  of  delicacy  prompted  him  to 
-^A  the  subscription^  he  might  have  confined  the 
If  was  concerned,  leaving  it  to  pro- 
I  crew,  who  might  thereby  have 
*ie  loss,  which  they  had  susiuiucd 
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At  the  lime  that  Capt.  Ross  put  an  end  to  the  subscriptioD, 
the  amount  in    hand  %vas  £150,  which  was  paid  over  to  Capf, 
/loss,  and  an   opportunity  now  presented    itself  of  showing  hie 
gratitude  to  a  set  of  men,  whostf  constancy  was  nen€T  shaken 
tinder   the  most  appalling  prospects,  and  to  whose  fidelity  ani 
obedience    he  owed  so    much,  and    on  account  of  which  he  ex- 
pressed himself  very  properly,  when  he  declared,  that  he  should 
be  ashamed  of  himself,  if  he  could  for  a  moment  entertain  a 
thought  of  any  subterfuge^  whereby  he  might  evade  the  payment 
of  tlietr  well-earned  wages.     It    was,   however,  a   very  natural 
conjecture  on  the  part   of  the  crew,  that  the   £150  would  be 
divided  amongst  them;  for,  in  their  opinion,  as  it    was  rained 
expressly  for  them,  it  would  be  a  dereliction  of  every  princtplt 
iif  integrity  and  feir  dealing,  to  appropriate  it  to  any  purpose, 
than  what  it  was  originally  intended  for.     Great,  however,  wn 
their  surprise^  when  ihey  heard  that  £50  was  to  be  given  ta 
Buck,  the    man,  whn   had   lost  his  sight  by  the  frequency  of 
liis  fits,   brought  on  by  eating  the  food   boiled  in    the   cupper 
essels;  and  the  remaining  £lOO  waste  be  given  to  H.  Thomas, 
the  father  of  Chimham  Thomas,  who  died  at  Fury  Beach,  aod 
who  was  a  superannuated  mechanic  of  one   of    his    majesty^ 
dock  yards.     In  regard,  however,   to    the  £50  to  Buck,  it  wai 
subsequently  ascertained   by   a   letter    received  from    him,  ami 
directed  to  Mr.  Light,  the   steward,  that  the  whole  sum,  which 
he  received  from  the  subscription,  was  £4.  4s,  lOd-  and  thi«,  ■• 
Buck   exoresses  htmsftlf,  ''  is   atl^  that  I  have    got  for  my  mA 
misfortuA,  and  I  must  apply  to  my  pariah  if  I  want  any  redretf» 
as  I  am   now  wholly  dependent  on  my  poor  mother,  who  earoi 
her  livelihood  at  the  wash  tub," 

In    regard  to    the    remaining   £lOO,  the  crew  very  properly 
pdesired  to  know  what  right  the  father  of  Chimham  Thomas  hiii 
to  lhi>  money  ;  and  on  what  grounds  Capt,  Ross  had  presumid 
to   appropriiUe  it  to   a  different  purpose,   than   the   individuftt 
Nvho    had    subscribed   the  money,  intended  that  it   should  ' 
The  men  declared,  that  if  the  £100  had  been  given  to  Ge* 
Taylor,  who  bad  been    rendered  a  cripple  for  life,  lbert> 
not    one,    \\\\^\    wouViV  V\^N<i  i^\%fc^  la.  dissentient    voice 
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grant  1  but  to  bestow  it  upon  a  total  stranger,  who  possessecl 
not  the  slightest  claim  to  a  farthing  of  it,  raised  in  the  breast 
of  every  one  of  the  erew^a  spirit  of  indignation,  which  broke 
forth  on  every  occasion,  to  the  great  cletrirnent  of  the  cha- 
racter of  Capt.  Ross,  and  ultimately  led  to  the  exposure  of 
many  circurastinces,  which  would  otherwise  have  sunk  into 
oblivion. 

It  must,  however,  be  stated  in  addition^  that  no  real  statement 
was  ever  given  by  Capt.  Ross,  of  the  manner,  in  which  the 
£150  were  appropriated  ;  and  that,  according  to  the  opinion  of 
the  crew,  a  very  small  portion  of  the  money  found  its  way  into 
ihe  pockets  of  the  parties,  who  were  supposed  to  have  received 
the  whole  of  it. 

It  was,  however,  not  only  the  deductions  from  iheir  wages, 
that  the  men  had  to  complain  of,  but  it  was  also  the  infraction 
of  the  promises,  which  Capt*  Ross  made  to  them,  previoubly  lo 
the    abandonment  of  the  Viclory,    when  he  called    them   into 
the  cabin,  and  harangued  them  on  the  severe  and  arduous  trials, 
which  awaited  them,  and  that  they  were  henceforth  to  consider 
that  it  was  either  life  or  death  with  them  ;  lo  encourage  them, 
however,   in  the  accompUshment  of  the  task,  which  was  before 
them,  Capt.  Ross  promised,  that  should  they  be  so  fortunate  as 
to  reach  England,  such  situations  should  be  procured  for  each 
of  them^  through  his  immediate  interest,  as  should  insure  them 
a  comfortable    independence  for  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 
To  Mr.  Light,  the  steward,  he  promised  a  place  in  the  Customs 
or  Excise,  but,  on  the  return  to  England,  the  promise  w*  never 
attended  to.     Mr  Light  had  been  two  voyages  with  Capt*  Parry, 
and  the  duties,  which  lie  lind  to  perform  on  board  the  Victory, 
were  of  a  very  responsible  character,  independently  of  the  great 
fatigue,  which,  in  several  instances,    was   imposed   upon  him. 
In  the   first  place,  he  hdd  the  charge   of,  and  the  issuing  of  all 
the  provisions;  in  the  &i*>cond,  he  had  to  make  all  the  pies  and 
puddings,  and  the  bread   for  the  use  of  the  cabin;  and,  in  the 
third  place,  he  had  to  wash,  starch*  and  iron   for  all  the  officers, 
and  for  the  last  year,   without  that  mo%l  \ivfiA»^«i\i«aXA^  \>i\  vXv 
requisites  to  his  Jauiidry,  namely,  «oa\\*,  Wv  aiVXiQXSkJ^x  VNx^  -^v^^ 
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poor  man,  for  the  reasaiii  that  he  brought  his  blindnesft  tipm 
himselt  Capt,  Ihtss  was  not  ig^noraut,  that  the  cause  of  the 
fitSt  with  which  Buck  was  afflicted,  as  well  as  several  othera  of 
the  crew,  was,  by  Mr.  Mc'Diarmid  attributed  solely  to  the  fi§h 
being  cooked  in  copper  vessels,  without  the  customary  preeao* 
lion  of  having  them  previously  tinned  ;  and,  therefore,  that  llwi 
complaints  of  ihe  men  were  not  groundless;  uor  the  effects  of 
a  captious  or  a  discontented  disposition. 

John  Wood,  David  Woodland  Robert  Sbreeve  were  all  pro- 
mised by  Capt,  Ross,  to  be  provided  with  a  situation  under  go- 
vernment, but  iu  these  cases  as  in  alL  the  rest,  the  promise  wu 
not  fulfil  led. 

Richard  Wall  applied  to  be  received  into  the  police  at  WooU 
wich,  and  obtained  the  siiuation. 

Barney  Lachey  made  an  apptication  for  the  preventiTe  set- 
vice,  and  succeedefK 

John  Pack  and  Joseph  Curtis  applied  for  gunners'  warrantf* 
and  are  now  on  board  H.  M.  ship  Excellent^  under  instructioDi. 
From  the  foregoing  statement^  it  is  evident  that  the  com* 
mittee  of  the  House  of  Commons  were  in  an  error  when  thty 
reported,  that  *'  the  men  had  received  double  full  pay  until  they 
finally  abandoned  their  ship,  and  full  pay  after  that  until  iMt 
arrival  in  England ;  and  that  they  have  besides  been  emflo^ti 
in  eligible  situations  in  the  dock  yards,  or  placed  in  cthitB,  ikat 
will  lead  to  promotionJ^ 

lo^regard  to  the  reward  bestowed  upon  the  officers,  a  teUt* 
ence  to  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  House  of  CommoDib 
contained  in  the  Appendix,  will  show  its  extent ;  and  to  G^^l 
mander  now  Capt.  Ross»  there  is  no  reward  too  great,  wHB 
the  country  can  bestow  upon  him,  for  wliaiever  discoveriti  in 
geography  or  nautical  science  were  made  during  the  voyage* 
to  him  and  to  him  only  is  the  merit  due. 

To  Felix  Booth,  esq,  the  munificent  patron  of  the  expecliiiw* 
the  King  has  been  pleased  to  grant  the  dignity  of  a  burudttf 
and  his  name  will  for  ever  stand  enrolled  as  one  of  the  mo^ 
noble  and  disinterested  supporters  of  the  glory  of  his  eoanVf^ 
and  tlie  advanceiiieuv  olija.u\;v<;i%V^'v^^isft^ 
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Bngtith. 


Btquimaux. 


Air  or  weather,  aUo\e«.. 

SkyorHeavin  .  /Seila. 
In  the  open  air  •    •  fteilamie. 
Afraid,  he  is   •     •    Erksee,  Erkseewoke, 
Alive,  be  is  .    .     ,    Innouow-oke. 
Alone  or  by  one^sself  Kee-su-mu, 
And,  or  also  .    .    ,  Loo. 
Angry    .     .    .    .    ,    Erk-sissu-yak-poke. 
Arrived,  or  come.    •  Tik-kit-poke. 

Arrow Kakleoke. 

Aunt ......  Atta. 

Aurora   boreal  is     .    Arksak. 
Awaken,  he  does  •    .  Toopakpoke. 
Away,  or  aiar  off    .    Ow-a-nu. 
Away,  he  is    .     .     .  Ow-a-nut-poke, 
Ale  ••.*••    Oo«lu-Biow. 


Baek  of  a  man     •     .  Kee-a-tnka. 
fiack  of  a  U'halel    Arru-ang-a. 
or  Seal      •    .     •/  Kool-lung-a. 
Ball  itU  /  Mamaite-pok. 

isaii,itis    •    .     -j  Mama-ln-mut. 

Bag,  or  Pocket  .  _  •  Ikpemk. 
Band,for  a  woman**  ^ 


»nd,forawoman*sl   To-glne-ga. 
Barlt,  he  does   '  .*  .  Killo-mo-ak-poke, 
Bear /      " 


Nannokcs. 

Ninnooke* 

Beads ^.  Ho-now-yak. 

Beard Oo-mitka 

Beat,  he  does  •     .     .  Tig-Uk-pukna. 
Bend,  it  does     .     •     Ning-oo-oke. 
Belly  of  a  Man  .     .  Weijuk. 
Belly  of  a  Woman  .    Neidiik. 

Belly  of  a  Whale  1  ^ 

;^  or  Seal    .     .     ./    **•"*' 

Big  with  yotmg^sbe  is  Sing-ei-woluu 

Bird Ting-mn-ya. 

Gloved    .... 

»l«e,hedoes  .  .{ 
Black  or  dark,  it  is 

^«ed,  itdoe«.  f 
Blood,  ...  *^ 
5Jow,  he  d^,*  . 


EnglUk, 


Btquimaug, 


1  Bow,  for  shooting  .  Pit-see-ku. 
Bow.heihoouwitha  Pitiukiuk. 

Bring Persuuiarsigll. 

Bow-case  ....    Pitteek-seek-iak. 
Bowl  of  Wood    .    .  Poo-oo-tuk. 

Box Illee-wo-ak. 

Braces  for  children  Hwee-te-u-la. 

Bracelet Seap-pang-a. 

Brains ,    •    .    •    •    Karretak. 
RrA.ir  /  Now-ik-poke 

ureak  •  •    •    •    ,|^  Keek-to-ak  pone. 

Bread 8hf-ga*tak. 

Bread  dust    .    •    •    Ka-nib-root. 
Breast  of  a  Woman  Oo-ee-ag-nig. 
Breast- bone    .    .    .  Toonek-u  a. 
Breeches  ....   Kakleek. 
Breeches,  he  pats  on  Kakleek-poke. 

"'Sk^r'.  "}•*-«""•• 

Bristles Oorofa. 

Brother  .    .    .    ./  Kattanuwilu  snlgi 

I  Anninga. 
Brown,  it  is    .    .    ,  Kae.yok«.iok#. 
Byandbje    .    .    .   Oo-woi.>a^,riw, 
Buoy,  made  of  so  \  ,|^_^  ^^,  ,_- 

inflatedSealskia/  ••^•'•^"^  <«• 
Buuon.     .    •    •    •  Icbe-ru-yuk, 
Butterfly,  a  .    •    «    Takkee.Ilkkstf.is. 

C. 

Calsi,  it  is    •    •    «  JUuung  nak  ^tokt 

Canoe lUi.yak, 

Canotf  he  paddles  a  lUi-yafc  (o-poke. 
Cap  or  Hood  .    .    .  H^it^itk, 
Clia«,.^ins...p  J  oo  ya.«u  ga. 

Kuttuk. 


^}<>^  a«  a  Whale 
"oa^waln,  name 

Book/    •    •    • 
Boot      •    •    •    • 
*^    •    •    •    • 

Z^  ^  PttU  OB. 


• 

} 


fi*^J!*'*  •    •    •     •     • 


KerO-loke-poke. 

Mlkkeik  poke. 

Ker^-BOk. 

A-oo-oak-poke. 

A-ook'poke. 

A-oo*nak. 

So-l>loo.^J(-tokebfMike 

Poo-ee-woke. 

Kow- look-poke* 

IS'Mi-iiak. 

J  kko-a-lak-pofcc 

Heow^nik, 

TiUerow-yak. 

KmiBii««a-pokc» 


Mclu^'ltt-fa. 


r  rioiuUk, 

'l  f>o-l'x;  a^gs. 
«    Ow.w«4r  wink. 


Cneek  •   •    .    . 

Chew,  be  does 
CUy«  slate    .    , 
CUnefa,fais«st.  ^ 

Cloud fif^  ^i^  «  M, 

Coal     ,     .      ,       m      0      ,   hlLILB  «. 

CoU iCXmi 

Comb |Jia-A*nk, 

Comebtfe    .    .    .    ka  ls#  *^«^  #«• 
Come,  (rommanding;  lUUiarid. 
CoaMr,bedocs.   .    .  K^Mra. 
Cx>BBe  dowB  .    ,    ,    Ka  »M^0f4 
Come,  orfooo  ,    ,  Ittuk^ 
Come,  ^ksiU    ,   ,    luAik^eeflg 


Co0)«sor* 


Aaig.444t4»ft 


^Copper |i|^.»M#  V«i»i 
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Cry»  1i«  does 
of  rouflk  on  liorn  > 


.  Kei-a.iroki>. 


'="?,°i..^"iiT^!)  Ko-yu-lok. 


Sowe-ak-poke. 
Cn^Dedoes     •    ,i    Sowe-roke-poke« 
PIUuik.loke*pokc* 


■{ 


a 


Dano«,  he  does 
Dark  .  .  .  , 
Dark^  it  is  *  . 
Dart,  for  birds 
Daugliter  .  . 
Di*ad,  he  ia  • 
Dirt  •    *    •    . 


Dirty,  he  is  . 


Momek  poke. 
Tak. 

Tak-poke, 
Noo-on-ee. 
PaiiDuga  Pannn. 
Tokoo-woke. 
Ippuk. 
Ippuk  poke. 
Oo-in-jra. 
Deer Took  to. 

Dive,  he  doe* .      |  MT°^^' 

'  (.   At-Kak*poke. 
Deer*s  horo     ♦     »     ,  Nagauuk, 
Dive, it  does  like  a  7    *     »     »,      u„ 
seal      .    .     .      j  Ag-look-poke. 

Hog Mikkee, 

Dream,  he  does  *    •    Senile,  toomowoke. 
Dress  victuals      *     .  Koo-lip  Siitk-poki^. 

Dress  with  dot  lies  (  An-no-ak-poke, 
t^  hap-put-poke. 

moutii  .    .    .     i  J         ° 


Drill,  a  bn? 
Drill,  bnw  of    .    , 
Drill,  he  doet.     , 
Drink,  he  does   , 
Drinking  cup  ,     . 
Drop,  it  does 
tirum      .... 
Drunk,  he  is .    * 
l>ry,  it  is   .    ,    , 
Diick  King  J  name 

of  a  Bird    .    , 
Duck  Eider,  Dame 

of  a  Bira  .    .     . 


ik-koo-tak. 

Kei-woot, 

Ik-koo-tok-pfrtte, 

Imrauk'poke. 

Im-moojiohuik. 

Ippu-woke. 

Kpilia-ow-tik. 

Tftkoo-yak-pnke- 

Pan-Dik-poke. 

Mit-tiek. 


f  Am-inoif-iigiioke, 

Duck,  Long  Tail,  3    ^^   , 

name  of  a  Bird   f  Al-dtggu-onio, 
Dust Oke-oke. 


^E^ 


Eye,  he  has  an  in-  I   iu„.„.p^|,e 

flamed,     •    .     .J  '^ 

Eye- lash  ... 

Eye-brow  .    , 


Ku-maTei-yak. 

Ka-bloot*ku, 


Faoe  •    •    •    •    *  < 

Fall,  it  does  ,    *  i 

Fall,  the  tide  does 

Far  off 

Far  off,  he  la    . 
Vnt^  he  is     »    .    . 

Fat 

Father 

Father  or  mother    i 

in   law  .    .    .    .  I 

Fawn    ,    , 


if f    Mee-u-tee-fa. 

')    He-u-ting-a. 

^8^ -  Nee-yuk. 

Kaat,  to  the.  ,     ,     .    Nie-}uk-mu. 

Eat TamoQ-a-^oke. 

Epff  /   Mannig,(plitral  Man. 

^^ \       nian.) 

Eight /  Ping^a-hu-at. 

\   iCit-tuk-lu-moot* 
Esquimaux    ,    .    .    Immut-plue. 
Esquimaux,  whcnl   Sead-ler-mi^o. 

strangers.     .     ,J 

El*»ow Ikko-auga. 

Ermine     .    *    .    .    T^r-ru-ya. 
E«rc3peanCsubstan-j  Kabloona. 

|fopca n,  (adj eo  t  i  v e)  Kabloo -t\aV A&. 


Feather    • 

Female  nf  any  anl 
Fern  *     . 

Fill     . 


Finger 
Fire  . 

Fish    . 


miH 


Fish-hook  .  .  ,  . 
Five  .  ...  ,  . 
Flesh  ,.,... 
Flipper  (fore)  .  , 
Flipper  (hind)  .  . 
Foetus  of  a  Seal,  &e. 
Foggy,    it  is    ,     •     . 

Food 

Foot  of  a  nau  orl 
animal      .     .     .J 
Foot'print  ,    .    ,    . 
Forehead  .... 
Fork,  a  .     .     .    , 

Four 

Fresh  .    . 
Fox  .    .     - 
Frost  bite  »     . 
Frost  bitten .    ,     ♦ 
Froien    .    ,    .    .    . 
Full,  he  is  .    .    . 


Ke-nar«ra. 

Ke-niak, 

E-ii-k.'!-poke, 

£-u-kak'poke. 
.  Tlng-ing-oo-oke. 

Ow-a-ntMf. 
.  Ow'^a-aut-poke. 

Oo -i  n  *  n  i  k- tco*  wokiu 
.  Oksumik. 

Attata. 

Sakkee. 

♦  Noke-wa* 
Shoolok,      (plural 

Shoolooa.) 
Arngna. 
Oo-U'beit. 
Arree   yakorag-|i 

jammee. 
Tik-kuk. 
Ikkooma. 
Ekkalook. 
Ek'ka-loo. 
Kakleoka, 
Ted-lu*ma, 
Neirkee. 
Talla-roo-ee, 
Sikkoo-ee. 
Ib-lei-ow. 
Tuk-siuk-poke. 
Ta-raoo-«. 
Itte-kerk, 
Itte-kelk-ka. 
Too- ma. 
Ka-Qw-ga. 
Kap-po(i-lo0l. 
Silta•ma^ 
Tea-^uk. 
Teffti-una-ArU 
Kir-kee. 
Kir-kee-poke. 
Kir-kee-woke. 
AJceio-toke-pok*. 


GaKers  .    . 
I  Glutton     .    . 
t  Give  .    .    . 
♦  Gloves  ,    .    . 
*Go     .    •    * 

Go  away   .    * 

Go  to  the  huts 

Go,  shall   1  . 

ConefarAway.beisj 

Grandmother  . 
Grase,  as  a  deer 


\  ^\^»X  mwv^j 


i 


Nabloo*1u'ta.     _ 

Kakawrlk-roikkee, 

Pilletay. 

Adei-eidiet, 

Aanee*altee. 

Ei-liarei* 

Ei*liaret*egla 

Anmil-yangm* 

Mamuk-poke* 

Mamul^mut. 

Io*ro*t8, 

Nuni  lek.poka 

Oonok-toot, 
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6r66ii     •         •    •    • 

Grey 

Grow,  it  doe»a8a> 
plant  •  •  •  .3 
Growl,  he  does.  • 
Gull,  (Glaucous.) 
Gull,  (Silvery.)  .  . 
Gull,  (Sabine.)  •  • 
Gums  of  a  man  •    • 

Gun     .    •    •    •    *{ 


PooBg-ook. 
Kei-er-ra. 

Now-oke. 

Kattee-mak-poke» 

Now-idioke. 

Now-ya. 

Erweit-yuggu-arkoo. 

lt»keek-ka. 

Yukkoke-keda-uke. 

He-ek-koke-lei-gu. 


Hair 

Hair  of  fur    .    . 

Hand  .    •     •         , 

Hare  .         •    •     • 
Harness  for  dogs 

He 

H. 

(Nusti-ak-kai 
Nuyak-ka. 

.  Mitko. 
f  I-yute«ka. 
I   Addu»yut-ka. 

.  Oaka-lik. 
.    Annoo. 
r  Oma. 
)  Oo-na. 
I  Ne-a-koke. 
1^  Ne-a-ko-a. 

,  To-ohia-wat. 


Instruments  of  bonti^ 

for   disoovering  S-Keip-kut-tuk. 

seals  under  ice  J 
Instrument  used  by") 

women  for  making  SEe^iMe-n.  , 

holes  •  •    •    *    •) 
Intestines    of   an  1  Innia-look« 

animal  •    .    •  .j  Innia-loo. 

Iron Sowik. 

Iron-stone.    •    •    •   Kal-loog-nuk. 
Ivory Tow-wa. 


J. 

>  Cappu-tegga. 


f  Attuga; 


Head.    •    .    • 

Hear,  he  does  • 

Heart Omut. 

Heavy,  it  is    .     .    .  Oko-ma-it-pok«» 
Heel  ••....  Kini-mu-ga, 

r  Manu. 
M*.-*.  J  Meiya. 

Here  .    .     •    •    .i  Mowng-a. 

LOoa. 
High,  tall.or large,  f  Ane-e-woke. 

he  or  it  IS  .     .    .  \ 
High,  the  land  is    .  Noon^ang-i-woke. 
High,  astheS*in    .    Powna. 

Hole Poo-ioo-a, 

Hola  in  a  canoe    .    Pa-kiut. 
Hood   of  a  jacket  \  Nei-seak. 

or  cap .    .    .    .j   Nei-ke-a-ga. 
He  puts  on  his  hooJ  Nei-seak- poke. 
He  puis  off  his  hood  Nei-se-ek-poke. 
Hop,  he  does  .    .    .  Nannu-yak-poke, 
Horns  of  a  Rein-deer  Nag  gi-o. 
Hot  or  warm  .    .     .  Okko. 
House, make.     .    .    Igloog-a-tuga. 

How Kanno^ 

T*  •  f  Kapsu. 

How  many  .    .      |  Kapsunu. 

How   do    you  do,!   Kanow-ing-pissu. 

answer  uncertain  j   Kanno-sing-ilia-goo* 


Jaoket  (upper) 

Jacket  (under)     ,-    .^^ 

^  '       \  Attu-ge-ga. 

Jacket,  be  puts  on  his  Attu-ge-woke 

Joint  of  an.  animal  Nab-goo-ang-a. 

Just  now,  used  for^ 

past  and  future,  S-  Oo-it-tia. 

also  for  wait     •J 

•"»'  - { ?x'r 

K. 

Kidney Tak-to. 

Kill,  he  does    .    .    To-koo-poke. 

Kiss Koonig. 

Knee Sit-ko-a. 


Knife,  a  man's  . 
Knife,  (other)  . 
Knife,  a  clasp  . 
Knife,  a  woman*s 
Knot,  he  ties  .  . 
Knot,  he  unties  . 

I  Know,  1  do  uou    . 


Hummock  of  ice 
Hungry,  he  is 

Husband.     . 

Hut  or  house  , 
Hut,  he  is  at  the 


fee     . 

Iceberg  , 
Indians  • 
lalet,  an 


Ma-nu-lia. 

Nei-lik-poke. 

Ka-lik-poke. 

Oo-u-gu. 

Oo-ing-u. 

Oo-u-  ma, 

Ig-loo. 

Ig-loo-mik-poke. 


,  Sikkoo, 

Piud-loo-yak. 
,  Eirt-kei-lu. 
.  Kang-ek-loo. 


Panna. 

Pillia-wow-yak. 
.  Gkoo-tak-toke. 

Oo-loo. 
.  Kei-luk-poke, 

E-yu-nug-poke. 
(■  Nelloo-ooanga. 
1^  Nelloo-ooangana. 

L. 

,  Kood-le-ook. 


■}■ 


Lamp  of  stone 
Lamp     trimmer 
sometimes   of 
asbestos  «. 
liarop  black 
Land  or  country 
Laugh,  he  does  . 
Laying  a  thing  down 
Large.   .    •     . 
Lead,  (metal)     . 

Leather  dressed 

Leg  of  a  man  be- 1 
low  the  knee    .  j 

Leg  above  the  thigh  Koke-to-kak. 

r^g  of  a  quadrup-\  No.yoong. 
ed  below  the  knee  j 

Lend,  he  does     .    .  Allookepoke, 

Lie Shagloo. 

Lie,  yoH  tell  .     .     .  Shagloo-ik-pootl . 

Lick,  hedoes    .     .    Allook-toke. 

Lick  it  Timper.) .     .  Alloopa, 
iLichenio!    three^    Ka-a-y.w-lik. 


Tatko. 

,  Pa-oa 

Noona. 
,  Igla-poke. 

E-lu-wa. 
,  Hung-u-wok. 

Akkil-le-rook. 
.  Kei-ak-tok. 

Kun-na-ra* 


ichen^  of 


'\t 


im 
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Light  Qoi  dark   .  i 

Light,  not  heavy  . 
Lightning  .  ,  • 
Lights  of  urn  animal  • 
Like  ihU,  or  in  > 
this  loariDer.  ,} 
Like,  it  is  .  *  * 
Linif'stoDe      .     .    . 

Line  of  thong  .     .  / 

Line  platted  of  sinew 
Li|i,  upper      .    .    . 

Lip,  lower  •    .    ,  J 

Listen,  he  does   .     . 

Little 

Tittle,  he  or  it  is     , 
Liver  of  an  animal 
Long  time  ago 
Look  ing-^1  ass     .    . 
Look,  be  does  •    « 
liouse    •    .    .    .    . 


Ko^^nak-voke. 
Ka-o-mak-poke, 

Okit-tU'Oak. 
tCad-loome.  Ikkooma. 
Akkeia-goa, 

liR-muD-like. 

Immunik-tike. 

Kakote*tung-o*a* 

Allek, 

Aklunak, 

Pel)  era. 

Kakku-«re*a>gs. 

Kaklo-ga. 

Ka-kloo-ak« 

Na-luk-poke. 

Mlkkee, 

Mikk«e-poke« 

Ting-o-a. 

Al-ra-niu 

Tak-hak'toot 

Keu^mik-poke. 

iLOo-muk. 


M. 


Make  faoes,  he  doe* 
Male  of  any  animal 
Mark,  a 

Marmot   -     .    ♦    ./ 

Marrow  .    *     .    .    . 
Marrow  spoon    ,    , 
Meh,  it  does    .    ,    . 

Mica 

Milk, 

Miiren,     .     ,     . 
Moon,  the  .    ,     .     » 
Moon,  her  name     * 
Moon  i^  full    ,     ,     , 
Moon    is    in   her  1 
second  quarter    i 
Moon  shines  ,    , 
Morning    .    .    . 

Ma^s 

Mother,  -  ,  , 
Mountain  .  .  « 
Mouse  ,  »  ,  , 
Moitth  *  .  <  , 
Musk  Oa  ,  ,  , 
Musk  Os's  born  . 
More    .... 


Ikko-yuk-poke. 
Ang-oot, 
tn-nik. 
Ikkiek. 
Sik-sik. 
Pattek. 
Pattek-nenk. 
Kor»^«iii)k-poke. 
Kei-bli»-ke-n. 
Immook. 
Poo-a-loolu 
An-ntnga. 
Tat-kuk* 
,  N'ak'koke-poke. 

Hood-  le  ^r  oke-po  k  e. 

Kow-mal-luk-poke* 
Oo-blak. 
,  Man-nik* 
A-ma-roa* 
Kiag-nak. 
How-in-yuk. 
Kan-na-ra. 
Oonung-miik» 
Ki-uot-iuk-ank 
A^na-ne. 


t 


Nailof  aflneerorioe  Koo-kti* 
Nail  of   l^ory    ior^ 

stopping  wound*  I  Too-poo-ta, 

in  seals,  &c,    J 

Name Atka-dual-at-lik, 

Name,  what  is  yours  Kii-wit, 
Name,  what  is  his.    Ku-wow-na, 

Nsrwha! Keina-loo-a* 

A'eck  or  throat  .    ,    Toke-loo-^a. 
Needle   ,    ,    *    ,    *  MUU6k«. 

•dj«  c&m  ,    .    *    \lteTftk. 


Nephew  or  Niece 
Nest  of  birds  .  . 
Net  over  the  lamp 
Night.    ,    .    .    . 

Nine    <    ♦     .    .    ^ 


No 


North, 
blow 
North-east 

No«e    . 

Nostril 
Now 


Oil,  blubber 
Old,  he   is 


Oyu-oga. 

Oo-bloO'it, 

Itinclat. 

Oo*»!©OHi. 

Siira*ttiaf, 

Mikkee'lik*ka*ftt^l^ 
Nakka* 
^  Na-a, 
Negative  wilb  verbs  Ilia. 

No  more.    ,    .    .1  1"J^'^^ 

Nod,  he  does  .    .  J  Pooii«-<ik-poke- 

(  Aog-ek'pokp« 
North      .....  Kan-nung-nak. 
North,  to  the     .     .     Kan-nung-OttH 
~  >rth,    the   wind  1  .r 

blow,  from  .    .  S  •""•"""S-"' 

•  Akkood-loonai 
C    Keei-nak, 
\   Kmg-ara. 

*  Panga* 
Manga-roang-ang. 

O. 

.  O-ktt-a^or. 
.    Il-tooi-koo-ak'pokr, 
One    .    •    .    .    .    .  At-tow-5ulk. 
Oi^en  the  door  he  1  Muk-pik-poke, 

does     .     .    .     .  j 
Ornamental    band ' 

lor  the   Esqui-  V  Mat-kud-yti*trk«^ 

mauiL  men    ,    .J 
Ornamental    brass ^ 

or  copper,  worn  [  Kow^wOOt. 

on  the  lorehead  | 

by  the  women    ,  J 

Overset King-noo-wo 

Owl  .,.♦..    Ook-pio-quak, 

P. 

Paddle Pa-oo-tik. 

Pimple.    ,    .    .    ,     Kang«riDg>fCUi 

Pin,  a Tut»-poo*tow- 

Plant,   a   .     .    .     .     Nnona, 

Plant,  I  do  r    .     .     .  f'eileray-oonga 

Plover,  (golden  .     .     Toodlu-arioo. 

Pluck  off,  he  does    .  F  -  -  ■  '  ^  '>okc. 

Plug,  cork  or  stopper  3 

Plug  or  stop  he  does  f.  a. 

Pocket  or  bag     »     .     Ikprtritik. 

Poppy     .     ,     ,     ,     .  Osuke. 

Pot  for  cooking .         '       " 

Pot«  stone  .    .     ' 

l'«U.he,io*,  .       {ii-i-^- 

Pull  one's  hair  he  T 
does      .    . 

Push,  be  does  , 

Pyrites,  iron  » 


any 


*  1  No»yak'to*|** 

•J  N\H-pak*|^ 
I  A-^HW-uk- 
.  (nneiik* 

\  Too-i 


t  flnger 


Mak-kook-poke. 
Too-loo-ak. 
l^ik'ke-uk. 
A-oo-pa-look-poke, 
Nii-tat-ko-a. 
Toole  ID  uk* 
Ti-mun-Da, 
Ti-mun. 

I  kk  1 1 1' k  r>iti  eo  -  larro, 
Hii-a-nuk -pa-look- 
poke. 

^     >  Oo-ling-oo-oke, 

|uft«    .  Koo-^i4-9ulc 
^H  .    Ak«eu-ka-a-woke. 
^V»    ,  Maonuluit. 
m    •    •    Aog-nialo-ik-poke. 
I  ♦    .     .  Al-iar-tuk-poke. 
neck  ,    Nak-su-auga. 
I  ,     *    .  Akpa-yuhe-pok. 
Mwaler  Koonook-poke, 
.     ^     ♦  Suka-woke. 

R.    Su-keit-poke. 
,  Akook-poke» 


prater,  1 

•  *    • 
«    *    • 

*  •    * 

m        *       * 

toes.    * 


aised  . 
if  the    * 
lirsionl 

on    .3 


.  Ik-a-loo. 


J 


r 

leyeft 

Ee«*    4 


Tarriake. 

Seoakat. 

Siggu-aru-arioo. 

Toolee-arioo, 

Kibloo. 

Oo'loO'ak-poke« 

Kakud-Unx-nuk, 

Kiblei-uw-tik, 

Seak-poke. 

Koo-mik-poke. 
Oguke. 
Neileek, 
Kairolik. 

ibiuo^. 

Nei  tick- poke. 

Ma-ttie-pok, 

Ag-loo, 

Madlerfike 

Argwinrok-towa* 

Tikkeeinool, 

M]k-liek-poi«e. 

Mcrk-iiek-pokr. 

Ki-^  -liioi-juk.piife 
f>omi..k. 
ijouii..  Mil. 

II' 


Siok,  be  u  .    .    •    .  AtiniJ-ak>pokt» 

Slghy  be  does    ,    «    Annek-seak-poke* 
Silver  or  tio  ,     •    .  Iroroot. 
Sinew    .     ,    .    •    «    £-wttl-loo. 
J*i*  down    .     .     *     .  Jn-git-pooU 
Sister  *     .    ,     .    .    Kottangooiu  Nei^a* 
Sister-in-law   .    *    •  Okoo-arra.  [ja. 

Six  «    .    •    «     *    .    Argweiirak. 
Sing,  he  does  .    ^    .  |inii»eik-poke. 
Skin    ....  \  I  ^mig. 

Skin  of  walrus    •    -  Ka*ow. 
Skinof  a  giike  ,    ,     Kci-siik, 
Skin  of  a  whale  .    .  Mak-tiik. 
SkJDVeflflelspIa<?edl    *^  „^^  ^^  ^ 

under  a  lamp     .J  ' 

Skin  virsselei, small  t  Kei-ning-rak. 

buckets    .     .     .(^  Kat-tak. 
Skin  of  deer,  made  f  l-»:^sv 

in.o  a  blanket    J  ^^'^'^' 
Skip  a  rope^he  does  /  Kail u^wuk-tak- poke. 
^        "^  '  \  Arnow-yak-toke, 

Sky      .     .     .     ,     .|  ^^^^ 

Sledg<»,  0    .     ,    .     ,  Ka*moo-(ik, 
Sledgei  be  draws  a  •    Kamnoksie-errapoke. 

Sleep Sen  Ik. 

Sleepy  be  does  .    •    Sent k -poke. 
Slidedownltfhedoes  Sittoo-woke. 
Slint;  for  stone    ,     .  Illur. 
Smoke,  also  fog  ,    .    Isaulc. 

Smoke,  he  does      I  ^^^^^'P^^^^  , 

•  J    Fe-u-oke*poke, 
Smooth    ,     *     .    •       Mannura, 
Snare  for  birds  .     .    Nfi-yak. 
Sneeite,  jou  do    ,    «  Ta-geo-poottk. 
Snore^  be  does  .     .    Ku-moo  e-voke. 
Snow  ,.*.,,  Appoo, 
Snow^  it  does    ,     .    Kan>ne-ijk-poke. 
StfQW,  there  is  some  Natty-roo-ik-poke, 
Snow  goose    •    ,    •  Kang-ook. 
Sdow  btiniiDg    .     ,    Kapenno-aua^u* 
Son     ,    ,     .     «    ,  f   Eerning  a. 
or  \  Eer-nu  ra. 

She  bears  a      .    .    •  Eernawoke* 
Sore,  it  is     .    .    J  A-angHii»it. 

'  1^  A- a^  poke. 

Sorrel     .     ,    *    •    .  Kong-o-lek. 

Soup Ka-)'0. 

South P  a^-ung-nak. 

South,  to  the .    *    ,    ringiing-na-rau. 
Houth-west  ,    .    ,     ,  Oo-otnarit, 
Spade  for  SQOw  .     .    Poo-alleTaj* 
Spear.     .....  Kiruk. 

Hpear  for  small  seal  Oonak, 

fmraatiuoih  >».wci. 

>«€  itotm  .  '^uk-tf(jko« 
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Squar^i  it  14  -     •     . 
SijuiDi*  he  does  .    * 
Stab,  he  doe^  .     .     * 

Star 

StAr-A,^h 

Stand  up    ...     » 
Steal,  he  doei  .    •    • 

StoDe    

Stone  for  sharping  . 
Straps  used  by  wo- "J 

roenforcarryiag  > 

their  children    .J 
Strike,  he  does  .    . 
String  of  a  bow  ,    . 
Suokat  the  breaat^^ 

he  does    ,     .     . J 
Suckle  %  child  she  I 

doe*  ,  •  ,  .) 
Sun, the  .  .  .  « 
Sun^  Us  name .  .  . 
Suh  rifles  »  .  .  • 
Sitti  §eu  ,  .  ,  . 
Stimmer  ,  .  ,  , 
Slimmer,  in  the  .  . 
SwalloWf   pipe  of) 

an  aniinal     •    ./ 

Swan 

Sweaty  he  does  .  . 
Swirt^  he  does .  \ 
Surpriaed  he  is    ,    . 


Kit-parrik-poke. 

Nak-koo-woke* 

Kappu-woke. 

Oo-bloiM'tak* 

Addi!-yug?u-yu-«-ye. 

Nekko'iglua. 

Tiglik-poke. 

Oo-yar-ra* 

Ar-ru-yak, 

Kokeo-mowtlk. 

Toke-p«* 

No-ak*tB, 

Amu  m  a- 1  ak  -  poke* 

MiUu*bak-poke. 

Ama-mook-poke. 

NeUya. 

Suk'ke-nuke 

Ne-ive-woke, 

Nippe-woke. 

Ow-yak. 

OW'ya-mee. 

Iggu-ung. 

Ko-guke. 
Ow-midia-poke, 
I  mmaroke-poke. 
Nailoke-poke, 
NaODiriik-poke, 


Tallf  he  i«  .    .     >    .  Ang-e-woke. 

Tiilk,  he  does,     A  !?J"? -*""?■  P''^^' 
J   Okak-poke. 

Tail  of  a  quadruped  Panu-voonga* 

TBilofttwbaleorl   geak-puk. 

Real,  «cc»  J  '^ 

Take,  also  used  for>    *„  .^ 

a  drop .     .     .     .  j       "  o"' 
Tattooing   *    -     .*.  Ka-ku-na* 
Tear^  he  does    .     .    AUik-poke. 
I'*'^    •••'.,.  Ee-kit-poke, 

Tent Too-pi  k. 

Tent-pvle    .    .     .    ,  Kon-na* 
That    .    ,    ,     ,       f  Oo-na, 

'  (^  Tam-na* 
There.         .    .       f  Ta-ma-nu. 
Y   Ta-mir-ya. 
Thief,     »     .    .    ,  \  Tiglig-toke. 
Thimble    ,     .    .     .    Tekkiek. 

Thin,  he  u.    .    4  l^«fpo|je. 
'                       \  Sead-muk. 
Those     .    .    *    '     .  Mak-ko-a. 
Thr(?ad  a  needle    ,    Noo-wee-w  ke. 
Throat Toop-koo-ee-id-yuk 

'^^doZ  **  "^**'**  ^^  I  Akl€-ak-[>oke. 
Throw  a  stone     .     *  x\fe-lo-ee*ak>poke. 
Throwing  a  Slick    .    Noke-shak. 

Three Piog-a-huke. 

Tbumb l^nO'blcyQ-^iu 

Thunder,  U  doe«  .    •  KadAttV^tiV. 


To»  and,  or  alao  ,     • 
To-day  .     *     •     .     • 
Toe,  great  ,     ,     *     . 
Toe^  second  ,     .     . 
Toe^  third  .     ,     <     . 
Toe,  fourth  .     •     . 
To  morrow ;    ,    .     . 
To-morrow,the  day  \ 
after    ,    *    .     ,/ 
Too   little  .    *    .    • 
Tongue      -    •    ,    . 

Tooth 

Touch,  he  does  »    * 
Tickle,  be  does   .    . 
Tree,  a      *    .    .    . 
Triangular,  it  is  .    . 
Trim  a  lamp  she  does 
Turnstone,  (a  bird)  . 

Two    ,    .    .     .      I 


Loo. 

Oo-bl 

Put-oo-ga. 

Tikku-u-Ti 

Kei^iuk-kieraL 

Mikkee-lierak. 

Akkagoo, 

Akkagoo-ooDg-fr 

Akkagoo-oong-t^ 

Ir-kit.ko-a*      [i 

Okkara, 

Ke-u-tut-ka. 

Ak-toke'pa* 

KocKu>nn| 

Na-pak-t 

Noo-loo 

Tat-kuit 

Tallig^wi 

Madlerake. 

Ardlik. 


e-pa^^ 
nitgi^^l 

-toT^H 

wu-MP 


U. 


Unicorn Ken-na4i]-fs, 

Unicorn's  horn  .     »    Nn-lu-va-ga. 

Uncle Anga. 

Uq clinch  his  fist    .    Saw^wat-pokfii 

U:«,re„.  he  doe.  }  ^^^^J^^, 


Unplug,  he  does . 
Upside  down,  it  is 


Noo-ahook  pi 
Kood^yuag 


Valley  or  low  land  Nak^eak. 
Very,  or   extremely  Loo-ku-ao, 


W. 


Wait  .  •  .  . 
Walk,  he  does 
Walk,  fast .  . 
Walk*  aloPly 
Walrus 


Walrus,  he  is  gone\ 
to  kill  a  .    ♦    .  J 
Wart,  a  .    .     -     .     - 
Warm  ,     •     .     ,     . 
Water     ,    .     .     .     , 
Water  in,  or  on  the 
Waferfall    .     ,     .     . 
We  or  our    . 
Weed,  sea  (tangle)    , 
Weed,  another  kind 
Well,  he  is     *    .    . 
West     ,     .    ,     .     . 

West,  to  the    .    .  I 

Wind  blows  from    * 

Wet,  it  i 

IVhiile 

Whale,  bone  of    *\ 


Oo-it-tia 

Pe-huke-pokt. 
Otuk-tak*poke. 
Pe-hu-ei«ak  \ 
Eiu-ek. 

Ei-u-ek-poke^ 

ImmuL 

Im-mjkH 

Kog-ln-i 

Oo  a-gool. 

Kitko-a. 

Mu-ntau 

Nappawoke. 

Oooag.i 
Koe  »t'tt>  f 
Akk0>»l«^ 

iiooit*- 
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What  . 


.•f 


Where 

Where  of  a  distant  1 

plaoe  .  -  .  ./ 
Whet  a  knife  he  does 
Whine  or  ory^he  does 

Whip  a 

W^hipy  he  does  •    . 
Whisper      .    .    .    • 
Whistle,  he  does   . 
White  or  any  light  1 

ooiour  •    •    •    .  f 

Who    ....•> 

MThose  is  that . 
Wkosa 

Wife  .    .    .    .    .1 


Willow,     (plant) 
flower  made 
of  for  tinder 

Wind      .    . 

Wind  blows  fireth 

Wind^hsrd     .    . 


nt)  r 


8n-na* 

Sama. 

Su-mig. 

Nem-moot. 

Nem-moo-ma* 

ArrealL-poke. 

Kei-ya-woke. 

Ippu-ru-a-tuk. 

Ippu-ra-e-oke-poke. 

Issu  be-yuke-poke. 

Oo-in-ya-to-poke. 

Kow-dlook-poke. 

Ke-na. 

Pe-na. 

Kena-oona. 

Ke-a. 

Noo-la-a. 

Noo-lu-ang-a. 

Hu-froo-tik. 

J  A-noo-nee. 
Pik-setk-poke, 
» Anno-kluk-poke. 


I  Wind-pipe      •    •    . 
Window    .    .    •    • 
Wink,  he  does  .    . 

Winter 

Wolf 

Wolverene  .  •  • 
Woman  or  femaJel 
generally  •    .    .  J 

Wood 

Wood  grows  •    •    . 

Wrist I 

Write  or   draw    . 


Toeh-Ioo-a. 

Ig-ffuMak. 

Siiukoo-niuk.poke. 

Okeoke. 

Amaroke. 

Kablee-arioo. 

Arng-na« 

Kei-yur. 

Kei-yii-kak-poke. 

Al-yow-lu-ga 

Adu-yow-se-ga. 

Tittee-rak-poke. 


Y. 

Yawn  he  does    •.  •  £iteow-yuk-pa-poke» 

Yes Ap. 

Yesterday   .    •    .    .  Ik-poke-yuk. 
Yesterday,  the  day^ 
.    before,  used  also  >  Ik-poke-ku-a-nn. 
'    for  som«  t  ime  ago  J 

You    (singular)    •{  {f;J^/; 

You   (plural)  .    •     ,  Ulipsee. 
Young,  he  is    •    •   Mak-koke-poke. 
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OFFICIAL    AND    OTHER    PAPERS. 

THE  SELECT  COMMITTEE  appointed  to  enquire  into  ihi 
circumstances  of  the  Expedition  to  the  Arctic  Seas,  com- 
manded by  Captain  John  Ross,  of  the  Royal  Navy^  tsith  d 
view  to  ascertain  wliether  any  and  what  Reward  may  be  rfw 
for  tlt£  Services  rendered  on  tAai  occasion,  and  to  report  their 
Observations  thereupon  to  The  House;  together  twYA  Ifc 
Minutes  of  Evidence  taken  before  them: — Have  eiiquired  into 
the  matters  referred  to  them,  and  agreed  to  the  foUowing 
REPORT 


I  Your  Commitlee  have  not  felt  themseiveR  either  calleJ  upoo 
by  iheir  order  of  reference  or  competent  lo  give  an  opinion  on 
the  precise  merits  or  extent  of  the  discoveries  made  during  the 
expedition  commanded  by  Capt,  John  Ross,  whether  in  a  geo* 
graphical  or  scientific  point  of  view  ;  they  have  therefore  coo* 
6ned  themselves  to  such  a  general  investigation  into  the  facts, 
as  may  suffice  for  a  decision  on  the  main  question  cooimitied  to 
their  hands^  whether  any  reward  ehoutd  be  allotted  from  thft 
public  purse,  and  to  whom  that  reward  is  due. 

In  the  course  of  this  inquiry  they  fiod  that,  in  the  year 
Capt.  Ross,  stimulated  by  the  desire  of  securing  to  this  oo 
the  honour  of  settling  the  long-agitated  question  of  ft  North 
West  Passage^  proposed  first  to  his  majesty  *8  govern  moot,  and. 
on  their  declining  to  undertake  it^  to  his  friend»  Mr.  Felil 
Booth,  to  fit  out  an  expedition  for  that  purpose :  that  to  tte 
following  year  Mr,  Booth,  finding  that  the  Act,  by  which  a  Pai- 
liamentary  reward  was  held  out  for  the  discovery  of  a  Nortb 
West  Passage,  had  been  repealed,  and  that  no  auspicion 
interested  motives  could  any  longer  rest  upon  the  undertjik 
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**  having  no  other  object  in  view  than  the  advaneement  of  the 
honour  of  his  country,  and  the  interests  of  science^  and  to 
gratify  the  feelings  of  a  friend,"  immediately  agreed  to  Capt. 
Ross'  proposition,  on  condition  that  bis  connexion  with  the  en- 
terprize  should  not  be  made  known :  that  accordingly,  with 
the  exception  of  about  two  thousand  pounds  expended  by  Capt. 
Ross^  Mr.  Booth  did  actually  bear  all  the  charges  of  the  expe- 
dition, to  the  amount  of  between  seventeen  and  eighteen  thou- 
sand pounds:  that  Capt.  Ross,  being  left  by  Mr.  Booth  nt 
liberty  to  choose  whom  he  pleased  to  accompany  him,  roccivod 
gratuitous  offers  of  zealous  service  and  assistance,  in  any  i-a- 
pacity^  from  those  distingulshJa  officers,  Captains  Back  and 
Hoppner,  offers  equally  creditable  to  Capt.  Ross  and  to  the 
spirit  of  those,  who  made  them;  but  finally  selected  his  nephew, 
Commander  James  Clark  Ross,  a  young  officer  of  distinguinhed 
scientific  attainments,  who  had  been  employed  in  every  previous 
expedition  to  the  Arctic  seas;  and  baring  engaged  Mr.  Thorn 
is  purser,  who,  as  well  as  Commander  Ross,  agri'od  to  go 
without  pay,  and  Mr.  Mc'Diarmid  as  surgeon,  together  with  a 
crew  of  nineteen  men^  sailed  from  England  in  May  iH'ltl;  ihiit 
in  spite  of  the  mutiny  of  the  crew  of  a  whaler,  which  had  been 
engaged  to  accompany  them  with  provisions,  Capt,  Rosi  per« 
severed,  in  reliance  on  finding  the  supplies,  which  had  boeu 
landed  by  the  Fury,  on  Fury  Beach,  and  then  entered  upon  a 
course  of  sufferings,  of  dangers  and  dtscoTeries.  fola  summary 
of  which  your  committee  would  refer  the  Ilou^e  to  tliii  fol- 
lowing Letter  addressed  by  him  to  the  secratary  of  thu  Uoord  of 
Admiralty. 


Copy  of  a  Leiter  from  Captain  Ross  t^  Captarn   the  flonaiirtibli 

I     Gkorcc  Elliot*  C.B.;  dated  on  board  the  Utballa  of  Hull 
Eaffif]'&  Bay,  September  1B8S. 
re 


On  board  ibe  Isabsllaof  Hull,  Damn't 
Sir*  Septsmbor  1680. 

Knowing  how  deeply  my  Lord*  Commisttonsrs  of  tbs  Ai 
ire  interested  in  the  advanoement  of  natural  luhowlodgs^  and  p 
^rJy  in  the  improvement  ^f  geograpb j,  I  lmi«»  Vo  «iA4\tKi\T^V  ^^ 

30*  .  ix 
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Iheinformatiouortheir  Lordships,  that  the  expediUoo»  the  mala  object 
of  which  was  to  solve  if  possible  the  question  of  a  North  West  Pasaagv 
from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  OceaDi  particularly  by  Prince  Reg^ot'a 
loleti  and  which  sailed  rrom  England  in  May  1999,  notwithstandioi 
the  loss  of  the  lore  mast,  and  other  untoward  circumstances,  which 
obliged  the  vessel  to  refit  in  Greenland,  reached  the  beach  on  which 
his  Majesty's  late  ship  Fury's  stores  were  landed,  on  ISth  August 

We  found  the  boats,  provisions,  &c.  in  excellent  condition^  but  bo 
vestig-a  of  the  wreck*    Alter  completing  in  fuel  and  other  necessaries^ 
we  sailed  on  the  I4th*  and  on  the  following  morning'  rounded  Cape 
Gangp  where  our  new  discoveries  commenced,  and  keeping  the  west- 
ern shore  close  on  board,  ran  dowii  the  coast  in  a  S,W.  by  S.  course. 
in  from  ten  to  twenty  fathoms,  until  we  had  passed  the  latitude  of  7^ 
north,  in  longitude  94°  west ;  here  we  found  a  considerable  inlet  lei^ 
ing  to  the  westward,  the  examination  of  which  occupied  two  days ;  it 
this  place  we  were  drst  seriously  obstructed  by  ice,  which  was  now 
sure  to  extend,  from  the  south  cape  of  the  inlet,  in  a  solid  mass,  roosd 
by  south  and  east  to  E.N.E.  Owing  to  this  circumstance,  theshsllnf- 
ness  of  the  water,  the  rapidity  of  the  tides*  the  tempestuous  westbeff 
the  irregularity  of  the  coast,  and  the  numerous  inlets  and  rocb,  ^ 
which  it  is  remarkable,  our  progress  was  no  less  dangerous  thao)^ 
dious,  yet  we  succeeded  in  penetrating  below  the  latitude  oflO'aortb 
in  loDgitude93' west,  where  the  land,  after  having  carried  us  ai  ftro^ 
ai  90%  took  a  decided  westerly  direction,  while  land  &i  the  diitastti^ 
forty  miles  to  southward,  was  seen  trending  east  and  west*    Ati^ 
extreme  poii|t  our  progress  was  arrested  on  1st  October  by  aa  lop^ 
netrable  barrier  of  ice.     We,  however,  found  an  excellent  wiolrt 
port,  which  we  named  Felix  Harbour. 

Early  in  January  ISdO,  we  had  the  good  fortune  to  establish  t  fHii^ 
intercourse  with  a  most  interesting  association  of  natives,  wbos  Mj 
insulated  by  nature,  and  never  before  communicated  with 
from  them  we  gradually  obtained  the  important  ioforOMUioo^ 
had  already  »een  the  eoutinent  of  America,  that,  about  forty  » 
the  south-west  there  were  two  great  seas,  one  to  the  west,wli'(^ 
divided  from  that  to  the  east  by  a  narrow  strait  or  neck  of  liai 
Terification  of  this  intelligeocu  either  way,  on  which  our  firtitt*' 
tions  so  materially  depended,  devolved  on  Commander  Ro9t^ 
lunteered  \\\\%  y^\yi\^%w\^  in  April,  accompanied  by  o«i«o(tftt 
and  guided  bj  V^^^t^^^^  T^^>jo*^%,\\a^^^^d 


that  the  north  land  was  connected  to  the  suuthp  by  two  ridges  of  high 
Jand^  15  miles  in  breadth  ;  but  taking  into  account  a  chain  of  fresh 
water  lakes,  which  occupied  the  vallies  betweeo*  the  dry  land,  which 
actually  separated  the  two  oceans*  is  only  five  miles*  This  extraordi- 
Bary  isthmus  was  subsequently  visited  by  myself,  when  Commander 
Ross  proceeded  minutely  to  surrey  the  sea  coast  to  the  southward  of 
the  isthmus  leading  to  the  westward,  which  he  succeeded  in  tracing 
^to  the  99th  degree,  or  to  150  miles  of  Cape  Turnaj^rain,  of  Franklin,  to 
which  point  the  ]and^  after  leading  him  into  the  70th  degree  of  north 
latitude,  trended  directly  ;  during  the  same  journey  he  also  surveyed 
30  mites  of  the  adjacent  coast,  or  that  to  the  north  of  the  Isthmus 
wbicb^  by  also  taking  a  westerly  direction*  formed  the  termination  of 
the  western  sea  into  a  gulph.  The  rest  of  this  season  was  employed 
in  tracing  the  sea  coast  south  of  the  isthmus*  leading  to  the  eastward, 
which  was  done  so  as  to  leave  no  doubt  that  it  joined,  as  the  natives 
had  previously  informed  us^  to  Ackullee,  and  the  land  forming  Repulse 
Bay.  It  was  also  determined  that  there  was  no  passage  to  the  west- 
ward for  30  miles  to  the  northward  of  our  position. 

This  summer,  like  that  of  1818,  was  beautifully  fine,  but  extremely 
unfavourable  for  navigation,  and  our  object  being  now  to  try  a  wore 
northern  latitude,  we  waited  with  anxiety  for  the  disruption  of  the 
ice,  but  in  vain,  and  our  utmost  endeavours  did  not  succeed  in  retracing 
our  steps  more  than  four  miles,  and  it  was  not  until  the  middle  of  No- 
vember, that  we  succeeded  in  cutting  the  vessel  into  a  place  of  seco* 
rity,  which  we  named  **  Sheri (Fa  Harbonr/'  1  may  here  mention^ 
that  we  named  the  newly-discovered  continent,  to  the  southward^ 
"  Boothia/'  as  also  the  isthmus,  the  peninsula  to  the  north,  and  the 
eastern  sea,  after  my  worthy  friend  Felix  Booth,  esquire,  the  truly 
patriotic  citizen  of  London,  who,  in  the  most  di  ski  teres  ted  manner^ 
enabled  me  to  equip  this  expedition  in  a  superior  style. 

The  last  winter  was  in  temperature  nearly  equal  to  the  m^anf  of 
^faal  had  been  experienced  on  the  four  preceding  voyages  ;  but  th9 
inters  of  1830  and  1S31  set  in  with  a  degree  of  violence  hitherto  be- 
ind  record,  the  thermometer  sank  to  91'  below  the  freezing  poinla 
id  the  average  of  the  year  was  10*  below  the  preceding;  but  not* 
(Uhstandiug  the  severity  of  the  summer,  we  travelled  across  the 
luntry  to  the  West  Sea,  by  a  chain  of  lakes,  90  miles  north  of  the 
Ihmus,  when  Commander  Ross  succeeded  in  surveying  5(imil4 
ist  leading  to  the  N.W.,  and,  b^  Vt%^i\t\^  V\i^  i?^f 
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northWftrd  of  our  position,  it  was  also  fully  proved  that  there  could  he 
no  passage  below  the  7 1st  degree. 
^^m  This  autuniQ  we  succeeded  in  ^etting^  the  vessel  only  14  miles  to  the 
^^ortfaward,  and  as  we  had  not  doubled  the  Eastern  Cape,  all  hopes  of 
^Mtvin^  the  ship  was  at  an  end,  and  put  quite  beyond  possibility^  by  an- 
other very  severe  winter,  and  having:  only  provisions  to  last  us  to  Ist 
June  1832,  dispositions  were  accordingly  made  to  heave  the  ship  io 
her  present  port,  which  (after  her)  was  named  "  Victory  Harbour/* 
Provisions  and  fuel  being  carried  forward  in  the  spring,  we  left  the 
ship  on  29th  May  1833,  for  Fury  Beach,  being  the  onty  chance  left  of 
saving  our  lives;  owing  to  the  very  rugged  nature  of  the  ice,  we  were 
obliged  to  keep  either  upon  or  close  to  the  land,  making  the  circuit  of 
every  bay,  thus  increasing  our  distance  of  200  miles  by  nearly  one  half« 
and  it  was  not  until  the  1st  of  July  that  we  reached  the  beach,  coon* 
pletely  exhausted  by  hunger  and  fatigue, 

A  hut  was  speedily  constructed,  and  the  boatSi  three  of  whieh  hid 
been  washed  oft  the  beach,  bat  providentially  driven  on  shore  agaiOf 
were  repaired  during  this  month  ;  but  the  unusual  heavy  appearance 
of  the  ice  afforded  us  no  cheering  prospect  until  1st  August,  when  in 
three  boats  we  reached  the  ill-fated  spot  where  the  Fury  was  firft 
driven  on  shore^  and  it  was  not  until  the  1st  September  we  reached 
Leopold  South  Island,  now  established  to  be  the  N.E.  point  of  Ame- 
rica, in  lat.  IS'  56*  and  long*  90*  west.  From  the  summit  of  the  lofty 
mountain  on  the  promontory  we  could  see  Prince  Regent^s  Inlet,  Bar* 
row's  Strait,  and  Lancaster  Sound,  which  presented  one  impenetrable 
mass  of  ice»  just  as  1  had  seen  it  in  1818;  here  we  remained  in  a  state 
of  aniciety  and  suspense,  which  may  be  easier  imagined  than  described* 
All  our  attempts  to  push  through  were  vain;  at  length,  being  forced 
by  want  of  provisions  and  the  approach  of  a  most  severe  winter  te 
return  to  Fury  Beach,  where  alone  there  remained  wherewith  1^ 
sustain  life;  there  we  arrived  on  Tth  of  October,  after  a  most  fatfgtiinf 
and  laborious  march,  having  been  obliged  to  leave  our  boats  at  Batty 
Bay.  Our  habitation,  which  consisted  in  a  frame  of  spars,  Sd  feel  by 
16,  covered  with  canvass,  was  during  the  month  of  November  iocloiedi 
and  the  roof  covered  with  snow  from  four  to  seven  feet  thick,  which 
being  saturated  with  water  when  the  temperature  was  15*  below  xero, 
immediately  took  the  consistency  of  ice,  and  thus  we  actually  becaoMi 
the  inhabitants  of  an  kf^betg  during  one  of  the  most  severe  wiolait 
hitherto  recorded;  o^f  i>iRet\tv%%,  %^^v«i^\ft^  ^^  'want  of  beddfi^i 
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clothing*,  and  animal  food,  need  not  be  dwelt  upon.  Mr.  C,  Thomas, 
the  carpenter,  was  the  only  man  who  perished  at  this  beach,  but  three 
others^  besides  one  who  had  lost  his  foot,  were  reduced  to  the  last 
^tage  of  debility,  and  only  13  of  onr  number  were  able  to  carry  provi- 
sions in  seven  journies  of  63  miles  each  to  Batty  Bay.  We  left  Fury 
fieach  on  8th  July, carrying'  with  us  three  sick  men,  who  were  unable 
to  walk,  and  in  six  days  we  reached  the  boats,  where  the  sick  daily  re- 
covered. Although  the  spring  was  mild,  it  was  not  until  the  16th  Au- 
g'ust  that  we  had  any  cheerin»  prospect,  a  gale  from  the  westward 
Laving  opened  a  lane  of  water  along  shore ;  in  two  days  we  reached 
our  former  position^  and  from  the  mountain  we  had  the  satisfaction  of 
seeing  clear  water  almost  directly  across- Prince  Regent's  Jnlet,  which 
-we  crossed  on  ibe  17 th,  and  took  shelter  from  a  storm  13  miles  to  the 
eastward  of  Cape  York,  Next  day,  when  the  gale  abated,  we  crossed 
Admiralty  Inlet,  and  were  detained  six  days  on  the  coast  by  a  strong 
iiorth*east  wind.  On  the  35th  we  crossed  Navy  Board  Inlet,  and  on 
the  following  morning,  to  our  inexpressible  joy,  we  descried  a  ship  in 
the  offing  becalmed,  which  proved  to  be  the  Isabella  of  Hull,  the  same 
^hip,  which  i  commanded  in  1818;  at  noon  we  reached  her,  when  her 
eolerprisiog  commander,  who  had  in  vain  searched  for  us  in  Prince 
He^eot's  inlet,  after  giving  ua  three  cheers,  received  us  with  every 
demonstration  of  kindness  and  hospitality  which  humanity  could  dic- 
tate. I  ought  to  mention,  also,  that  Mr.  Humphries,  by  landing  mo 
at  Possession  Bay,  and  subsequently  on  the  west  coast  of  Baffin's  Bay, 

alTorded  me  an  excellent  opportunity  of  concluding  my  survey,  and  of 
verify  ing  my  former  chart  of  that  coast, 

1  now  have  the  pleasing  duty  of  calling  the  attention  of  their  Lord- 
ships to  the  merits  of  Commander  Ross,  who  was  seeoad  in  the  direc- 
tion of  this  Expedition.  The  labours  of  this  officer,  who  had  the  de^ 
partments  of  Astronomy,  Natural  History,  and  Surveyings  will  speak 
for  themselves  in  language  beyond  the  ability  of  my  pen,  but  they  will 
l>e  duly  appreciated  by  their  Lordships  and  the  learned  bodies^  of 
"which  he  Is  a  member,  and  who  are  already  well  acquainted  with  hii^ 
acquirements. 

My  steady  and  faithful  friend,  Mr,  William  Thorn,  of  the  Royal  Na 

who  was  with  me  in  the  Isabella,  besides  his  duty  as  third  in  command! 

took  charge  of  the  Meteorological  Journal ;  the  distribution  and  oc 
'  nomy  of  provisional  and  to  his  judicious  plans  and  suggestions  roust  1 
Itributed  the  uncommon  degree  of  health  wVikte  omt  ci^n^i 
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and  as  two  out  of  the  three,  who  died  the  tonr  and  a  \m\(  y6ari,  wiCi 
cut  ofT early  in  the  voyage  by  diseases  not  peculiar  to  the  climate,  ou^ 
cue  man  can  be  said  to  have  perished, 

Mr.  Mc'Diarmid,  the  surgeoo^i^ho  had  been  several  voyagea  to 
regrioDs^  did  justice  to  the  high  recommendation  I  received  of  him 
was  successful  in  every  amputation  and  operation  which  be  performel 
and  w^onderfully  so  in  his  treatment  of  the  sick  ;  and  I  have  no  hesit« 
lion  in  adding^  that  he  would  be  an  ornament  to  his  Majesty's  sernet 

Commander  Ross»  Mr.  Thorn,  and  myself,  have  indeed,  been  ^enrioj 
without  pay\  but*  in  common  with  the  crew»  have  lost  our  all,  whii 
1  reg^ret  the  more,  because  it  puts  it  totally  out  of  my  power  id# 
quately  to  remunerate  my  fellow-sufferers,  whose  case  1  cannot  h4 
recommend  for  their  Lordships'  consideration. 

We  have,  however*  the  consiolation  that  the  results  of  this  Expedi- 
tion have  been  conclusive,  and  to  science  highly  important;  and  oaf 
be  briefly  comprehended  in  the  following  words  :  the  discovery  ofttar 
Gulph  of  Boothia,  the  continent  and  isthmus  ofBooibia  Felix*  ud 
vast  number  of  islands,  rivers,  and  lakes :  the  undeniable  establishmcnif 
that  the  N*E«  point  of  America  extends  to  the  74th  degree  of  DOrtb 
latitude.  Valuable  observations  of  every  kind,  but  particularly  oo  tin 
magnet,  and  to  crown  a  IK  we  have  bad  the  honour  of  placing  Iht  ill*" 
trious  name  of  our  most  gracious  sovereign,  William  the  Fourth,  ootk 
true  position  of  the  Magnetic  Pole. 

1  cannot  conclude  this  Letter,  Sir,  without  acknowledging  the  il 
portant  advantages  we  obtained  from  the  valuable  p  lib  I  i  cat! 
Edward  Parry  and  Sir  John  Franklin,  and  the  communicat 
made  to  us  by  thtise  distinguished  ol&cers  before  our  departure  (r«> 
Knglaiid, 

But  the  glory  of  this  enterprise  is  entirely  dua  to  Him,  wbo«e  (linn 
favour  has  been  most  especially  manifested  towards  tta,  wbo^'uWi^ 
and  directed  all  our  steps,  who  mercifully  provided  effectual  meinsf^ 
our  preservation,  and  who,  even  after  the  devices  aud  inveai 
man  had  utterly  failedi  crowned  our  humble  endeavours  with 
Buccesa 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c, 

John  H^M, 

Csptaio  JL 

Your  tomm\Ue«  have  found  the  statements  contained 
above  Xj^IUt   C0Ti?itvcv^^iA'§.W  i8L'^>}^^>i  Wve  been  « 
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the  evidence*  which  has  appeared  before  them  ;  and^  Aupported 
by  the  opioians  of  Capt.  Beaufort^  hydrographer  to  the  Admi- 
ralty, of  Mr.  ChildreD,  one  of  the  secretaries  of  the  Royal^ 
Society,  and  of  Profesnor  Barlow,  who  has  made  the  magnetic 
rariations  his  partieulat  study,  they  see  oo  reason  to  doubt  that 
Capt.  Ross  nearly  approached,  and  that  Commander  Ross  ac- 
tually reached  the  magnetic  pole* 

The  importance,  espetrially  to  a  maritime  nation,  of  this 
discovery,  and  of  the  observations  connected  with  magnetic 
•eience,  arising  thereout,  is  most  highly  estimated  by  the  scien- 
tific witnesses,  who  have  been  examined,  and  it  is  further 
attested  by  the  zeal,  with  which  this  branch  of  science  has  been 
of  late  pursued  by  eminent  men  in  every  country,  and  by  the 
expense,  which  several  foreign  governments  have  of  late  years 
Incurred  for  the  same  object. 

Under  these  circumstances  your  committee  can  have  no 
hesitation  in  reporting,  that  a  great  public  service  has  been 
performed.  Independently  of  the  demonstration,  that  one  pas- 
mge,  which  had  been  considered  by  preceding  navigators  to  be 
one  of  the  moat  likely  to  lead  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific 
Ocean,  does  not  exist,  thus  narrowing  the  field  for  future  expe- 
ditions, if  Hich  should  ever  be  undertaken  ;  independently  of 
the  addition  of  between  sijc  and  seven  hundred  miles  of  coast  to 
cur  geographical  knowledge,  and  of  the  valuable  additions  to 
magnetic  science  and  meteorology,  which  this  expedition  will 
supply,  your  committee  cannot  overlook  the  poblic  service, 
which  is  rendered  to  a  maritime  country,  especially  in  time  of 
peace,  by  deeds  of  daring  enterprize  and  patient  endurance  of 
hardship,  which  excite  the  public  sympathy,  and  enlist  the 
general  feeling  in  favour  of  maritime  adventure.  Of  this  retsult 
they  have  strong  evidence  in  the  national  subscription,  which 
furnished  the  funds  for  the  expedition  of  Capt.  Back,  in  search  at 
Capt,  Ross  and  his  gallant  parly,  to  which  the  Government  also 
contributed  two  thousand  pounds. 

To  the  importance  of  these  considerations^  your  commt 
^to^e  happy  to  have  to  report  that  his  majesty's  governmenl 
^Bot  been  insensible.     Although  Capt*  RoW  ex^eA\Vv^tiv«wk 
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dertaken  entirely  on  private  risk,  and  the  Board  ofAdmtrmUf 
could  not  therefore  he  held  responsible  for  an;  Habilities  in- 
curred, or  be  callea  upon  in  strictness  to  notice  m  any  way  thi 
rvices  of  the  individualH  engaged  in  it,  yet,  a»  far  as  tht 
power  of  the  Admiralty  extends,  none  of  these  senricet  baa  gone 
unnoticed  or  unrewarded.  It  appears  from  a  menQoraodum  de- 
livered in  to  your  committee  by  the  Admiralty,  that  ••all  tke 
men  have  received  double  full  pay  until  they  finally  abaodoodl 
their  ship,  and  full  pay  after  that  until  their  arrival  tnEngUDtl, 
amounting  to  the  gross  sum  of  £4,580;  that  they  have  besid<^s^ 
been  employed  in  eligible  iiituations  in  the  dock  yards,  or  placed  | 
in  others  that  will  lead  to  promotion;''  that  Mr*  Abernethy,  the 
gunner;  **  has  been  promoted,  and  appointed  to  the  Seringa* 
patam;''  that  Mr*  Thorn,  purser,  "has  been  appointed  lo  the 
lucrative  situation  of  purser  of  the  Canopus.  of  84  guns;*'  that 
Mr.  McDiarmid,  the  medical  oiEcer  of  the  expedition^  ''hai 
been  appointed  assistant- surgeon  of  the  navy,  and  when  quali* 
fied  to  pass  his  examination,  will  he  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
surgeon  {*  that  Commander  Ross,  to  whom  it  appears  that  the 
greater  part  of  the  scientific  results  of  the  expedition  are  dtat, 
**  has  been  placed  on  full  pay,  and  appointed  commander  of 
the  Victory  for  twelve  months^  that  he  mar/  by  that  leogth  af 
service  be  enabled  to  receive  the  rank  of  pest  captaio,  which  it 
by  a  special  minute  of  the  Admiralty  ensured  to  him  at  the 
expiration  of  that  time;*'  and  that  Capt,  John  Humphrevf,  of 
the  Isabella,  to  whose  persevering  humanity  alone  Capt,  RO0 
and  his  party,  under  Providence,  in  all  probability  owe  their 
lives,  has  received  that  remuneration  for  the  expense  of  bfiiigiikg 
them  home,  which»  upon  consideration,  has  been  thought  pfoper 
by  the  Admiralty,  and  which  appears  to  your  committee  to  be 
a  reasonable  compensation*  Capt,  Ross  alone^  the  coraniander 
of  the  expeditio!!,  who  had  the  anxious  and  painful  responti- 
bility  of  the  health  and  discipline  of  the  party  for  above  frntr 
years,  under  circumstances  of  unparalleled  difficulty  and  bard 
ship,  and  who  bad  the  merit  of  maintaining  both  bealtli  aed 
discipline  in  a  remarkable  degree^  (for  only  one  man  in  twenty 
three  waa  lost  m   cc»ii^ec^VLet\ee  of  the  expedition)  is,   owinr  to] 
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his  rank,  not  in  a  siluation  to  receive  any  reward  from  the  Ad- 
miraliy  in  the  way  of  promotion.  Having  incurred  e^rpenses 
and  losses  to  the  amount  of  nearly  three  thousand  pounds,  oMA 
received  no  more  than  the  half  pay^  which  had  accumulated 
during  the  expedition,  he  remains  with  the  same  rank  with 
which  he  went  out*  Under  these  circumstances^  and  looking 
to  the  advantages  to  science  and  the  honour  to  his  country, 
which  have  resulted  from  the  expedition  under  his  command  ; 
looking  to  the  expense  which  the  country  has  been  willing  to 
incur  on  former  occasions  for  similar  expeditions^  and  to  the 
rewards^  which  it  has  voted  even  for  less  important  and  honour- 
able objects,  your  committee  hope  they  are  not  transgressing  the 

^unds  of  a   due   regard  to  public  economy^  in  recommending 

lat  a  sum  of  five  thousand  pounds  be  voted  to  Captain  John 
Ross. 

To  Mr*  Felix  Booth,  to  whose  modest  public  spirit  and  rare 
munificence  this  expedition  is  entirely  due,  your  committee  re- 
gret that  they  have  it  not  in  their  power  to  propose  some  fit 
token  of  public  acknowledgment ;  hut  they  cannot  forbear  offer- 
ing the  tribute  of  their  admiration  and  respect. 

The  case  of  a  poor  man  afflicted  with  blind nes  in  consequence 
of  the  expedition,  has  been  brought  before  the  notice  of  your 
committee  by  a  member  of  the  House  ;  and  your  committee  beg 
to  recommend  it  to  such  consideration,  as  to  his  Majesty  a  Go- 
Ternment,  after  due  investigation  of  the  facts,  may  seem  fit 

Jlprtl  1834*  
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain   John  KosSi  r*  k.  to  Captain 
Honourable  George  Elliot,  C.  B.  dated  S^d  October,  1833. 
Sir,  Portland  Hotel,  22d  October,  18S3. 

The  expedition  from  which  I  am  now  returued,  bufing  been  under- 
taken in  1829,  at  my  own  expense,  I  necessarily  came  under  certain 
engagements  with  the  crew,  which,  according  to  my  expectation  «t  the 
time,  mi^ht  be  likely  to  terminate  in  fifteen  months,  and  in  that  cute  I 
should  have  been  enabled  to  fulfil  those  engagements;  but  as  the  ab^ 
sence  of  the  men  has  been  protracted  to  four  yean  and  a  half,  the  cUimi 
upon  roe  have  greatly  increased,  while,  by  the  loss  of  lay  ?t»»el  the 
means  of  discharging  them  haa  been  much  dvvtkWv^^^ 
^    30.      ^  4y 
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Iq  veuturing  to  rec^ue&t  you  will  aubmh  my  case  to  the  Lords  Com- 
iniwioners  of  the  Admiralty » I  feel  assured  that  the  public  nature  of 
t^ttndertaklng«  and  the  unparalleled  aufferingp  which  have  attended 
il^Ul  brmg  their  lordbhipn  to  the  consideration  of  the  circumstance*  I 
bai'e  fttated,  with  every  dUposition  to  afford  me  the  means  of  discharging 
obligations  of  soaacred  a  character, 

Uh  true  that  according  to  law,  the  men  may  no*  be  able  to  compel 
tlie  payimint  of  their  wa^ea  after  October^  1831,  when  all  hopea  of  saving 
tlie  vessel  led  to  her  abandotiment,  but  a  aenae  of  what  i^  due  to  my 
character  as  an  officer  of  the  navy«  and  a  feeling  of  what  h  due  to  the 
m<?n,  whose  constancy  was  never  shaken  under  the  most  appalling  pros* 
pecl^  and  to  who^  fidelity  and  obedience  I  owe  so  much,  I  ahonld  be 
ashamed  of  my  self  if  I  could  for  a  moment  entertain  a  thought  of  any 
fiubterfu^re,  whereby  I  might  evade  the  payment  of  their  wdl«<*rned 
wage^;  1  am  anxious,  however,  with  my  slender  meani»  to  appeal  t» 
their  lordslaps  in  the  first  inatauce,  in  the  confident  persuasion,  that  as 
undertaking  so  entirely  of  a  naval  nature,  will  receive  their  countenance 
and  support^  and  that«  under  their  lordships'  recommendation,  hti 
Majesty's  gcPernment  will  be  pleased  to  consider  the  voyage  as  so  en« 
t'lrely  directed  to  public  objects,  as  fairly  to  claim,  under  the  circurn- 
atsiiGes  1  have  described,  that  the  payment  of  the  officers  and  meo 
should  become  a  public  charge. 

As  the  men  have  most  of  them  arrived  in  town,  and  wait  the  adjust^ 
ment  of  their  cUims,  I  need  scarcely  add,  that  it  is  very  desirable  thsi 
I  should,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  receive  Bu  intimation  of  thrrr 

rdships'  deiubion  upon  this  application* 

1  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant* 
(Signed)  John  Hoss, 

Captam  of  the  Royal  Navy, 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  BABftow  io  Captain  Jotl!i  RoFS,  R.>. 

dated  Admiralty,  25th  October,  1833» 

^^r*  Admiralty,  25lb  October,  I83S/ 

I  have  received  and   laid   before  my   Lords  Commissioners  of 

Admiralty  your  Letter,  dated  on  board  the  I*abella,of  Hall,  in  BaSn^ 

JJiiyt  fn  September  lasl,  and  1  am  commanded  to  express  their  lorf- 

fbins'  t»atisfact)o&  at  iW  t>tON\^«.tHSA^  ^^Xvifix^HkC^  of  yourself  and 
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lanions  from  a  perilaua  situation,  uneqimlled  in  tbe  rccordftof  oavigaiion« 
id  iheir  congralulntious  at  your  safe  returD. 
I  am,  8cc* 

(Signed)        John  Barrmt, 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  John  Rosa.  R,  N.  to  Mr.  B.iruow, 
dated^2eth  October,  1833, 

Sir,  Portland  Hotel,  26ih  October,  1833. 

con&equeDce  of  a  verbal  conimtioicaiion  with  Sir  Thomas  Hardy^ 

lave  thehoDOur  to  transmit,  for  the  consideration  of  the  Lords  Com- 

issioners  of  the  Admiralty,  a  li^^t  of  the  officers  and  men  employed  on 

late  Expedition  to  the  Arctic  Seas,  showing'  the  pay  dtie  to  eaehi. 

the  principle  that  1  shonid  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  act  upon  towards 

"fhr-v-   »-nd  the  discharg-e  of  those  claims  rested  with  myself,  instead  of 

ken  tip  by  their  Lordships>  on  the  g^rounds  of  the  public  oa- 

re  of  the  service  to  which  the  object  of  the  Expedition  was  directed  ; 

id  I  have  reason  to  know  that  the  officers  and  men  will  consider 

bemielves  fully  recompensed  by  the  propesed  scale  of  pay. 

I  trust  I  may  be  allowed  to  take  this  opportunity  to  express  for  my- 
elf  and  for  every  person  under  my  command,  the  deep  sense  we  have 
©f  the  kind  protection  so  cheerfully  extended  to  us  by  their  Lordships* 
i  am,  &c. 

(Signed)         John  Rosst 

Captain,  Royal  Navy. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Harrow  to  Captain  John  Koaa,  R.  X. 
dated  26th  October*  1833, 
Sir,  Admiralty,  October  S9th.  1833, 

1  have  received  and  laid  before  my  Lords  Commissionerji  of  the  Ad* 
Ritralty  your  Letter  of  the  86th  instant,  transmittiog^  a  lift  of  the  officer* 
and  men  employed  in  your  late  Expedition  to  the  Arctic  Seas,  show- 
ing the  amount  of  pay  due  to  each,  according  to  the  scale  by  which 
you  would  have  felt  yourself  bound  to  remunerate  them  for  their  ser* 
vices,  and  1  am  commanded  by  their  Lordships  to  acquaint  you,  in 
reply,  that  although  these  men  have  no  claim  on  his  Majesty's  Govern- 
roent,  inasmuch  as  the  expedition  was  not  sent  out  by  the  Board 
Adminilty,  yet  in  consideration  of  iti  having  been  undertaken  for  Iht 
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benefit  of  tciencei  of  the  saffering*  theM  men  have  undergone^  the  periU 
out  situation  in  which  thejr  were  placed  for  so  long  protracted  a  periodi 
and  their  uniform  good  conduct  undtor  circumstances  the  most  trying  to 
which  British  seamen  were  perhaps  erer  exposed;  and* their  Lordships 
being  moreover  satisfied  of  your  utter  inability  to  fulfil  the  engagemeots 
entered  into  by  you,  and  of  the  destitute  state  in  which  these  people 
have  prdvidenlially  arrived  in  their  native  ^untry»  have  been  induced, 
under  such  peculiar  circumstances,  from  a  feeling  of  humanity,  imme- 
diately to  relieve  you  from  your  engagement,  and  them  from  pressing 
necessity^  rather  than  wait  till  Parliament  shall  be  assembled^  to  which 
it  is  intended  to  Submit  the  case;  their  Lordships  have  therefore  directed 
the  Accountant  General  of  the  Navy  to  advance  to  you  the  saoi  of 
£4,580, 128.  3df.i  as  the  amount  which  by  your  statement  you  feel  jom* 
self  under  an  engagement  to  pay  to  the  persons  therein  named ;  dm 
each  of  whom,  on  making  them  payments,  you  will  take  a  stamped  it* 
ceipt  as  a  voucher  in  full  of  all  demands  th^y  may  respectively  hut 
upon  you«  '^ 

I  am.  &€• 

(Signed)        J.  Banm 


\ 
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